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THE    FIRST    EDITION. 


!  the  days  of  his  destitution  and  misery.  Judge 

i)efferte«  complained  that  it  had  been  his  fortune  to 

ofmd  all  panics  ; — his  master,  James  II.,  because  he 

had  failed  lo  allay  the  voracity  of  the  royal  avenger  ; 

•nd  the  peoiile,  because  in  undertaking  the  office  of 

1^  evcD-handed  judge  he  had  "  cut  mercy  with  a 
duip  knife  to  the  bone;"  Like  JefTeries,  I  fearthai  I 
■m  (iloccd  in  the  same  predicament  with  my  readers. 
Sane  will  condemn  me  for  having  done  too  little ; 
Otben  for  being  a  ruthless  mutilator.  The  black- 
letter  men,  and  sticklers  for  not  altering  or  removing 
tfae  old  land-marks,  will  sentence  me  without  benefit 
vt  clergy  :  the  modem  reader,  to  whom  anything  in 
die  focm  of  antique  diction  or  orthography  acts  as  a 
icpellent,  will  inquire  what  service  I  have  rendered 
tmnuds  reviving  a  taaie  for  the  poetry  of  Chaucer, 
senng  that  I  liave  retained  all  his  obsolete  terms  and 
idionu,  with  several  antiquated  orthographies  ?  I  re- 
I  qwst  an  awlience  in  my  behalf. 

Fini,  to  the  charge  of  "mutilalion."     I  plead  not 

iltyi  unlets  under  such  charge  be  conveyed  the 

g  away  from  the  goodly  iree  unsightly  branches 

I  of  exuberant  growth.     Yet,  as  in  such 

I  many  fair  blossoms  must   necessarily  fall 

e  pruning ;  so  I  candidly  acknowledge,  that. 
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in  the  course  of  my  excision,  I  have  cast  behin( 
jne,  with  the  rampant  vegetation,  some  few  brigh 
blossoms,  and  consummate  fruits  of  "  vegetable  gold;' 
the  sacrifice  of  which,  at  the  time,  caused  me  man} 
a  sigh. 

My  first  proposal  to  my  Publisher  was,  to  edit  i 
complete  edition  of  Chaucer's  Poetical  Works  (except- 
ing only  his  impurities),  with  the  orthography  mo- 
demised,  the  obsolete  terms,  idioms,  and  technicalitiei 
explained  at  the  foot  of  each  page,  and  the  rhythmica 
accentuations  denoted  where  requisite.  After  matun 
consideration,  my  coadjutor  rejected  the  plan  upon  th< 
ground  that  many  of  the  poet's  writings  had,  botl: 
in  subject  as  well  as  diction,  become  uninteresting  tc 
the  modem  general  reader — and  such  only  after  al 
was  to  be  consulted.  My  next  proposal  was,  to  col- 
lect The  Riches  of  Chaucer.  This  he  acceptec 
at  once,  limiting  me,  however,  to  six  hundred  pages 
Rather  than  frastrate  my  own  intentions  by  too  great 
a  pertinacity,  I  yielded  to  his  stipulation  ;  resolving, 
however,  that  the  measure  should  be  "well  filled, 
pressed  down,  shaken  together,  and  running  over  intc 
the  bosom  "  of  the  reader ;  and  an  inspection  of  the 
pages  will  manifest  my  zeal  and  success  in  the  cause 
of  my  revered  poet  Having  attentively  weighed  ovei 
every  line  of  his  numerous,  and  in  many  instances 
extended  poems,  in  preparing  the  edition  according  tc 
my  original  plan ;  noting  tiie  accentuations,  eluci- 
dating the  obsolete  words  and  phrases,  subjoining 
occasional  explanatory  notes  :  when  the  second  pro- 
posal was  entertained  and  resolved  upon,  I  cheerfully 
proceeded  to  go  through  the  whole  again  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selection.  The  reader,  therefore,  will  exonerate 
me  from  the  charge  of  lukewarmness  in  the  task  I 
have  undertaken  ;  and  I  hope,  in  the  result,  from  that 
of  incapacity  and  slovenliness  as  to  my  manner  oi 
accomplishing  it.    If  I  have  erred  in  rejecting  too 
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t  proportion,  I  plead  not  reierelp  the  straitened 

niption  of  my  publisher ;  but  I  shelter  myself 

3  the  authority  of  no  less  a  poet  than  Thomas 

im(ibcll.  who  in  one  of  his  lectures,  when  treating  of 

r  Ac  jjionishing  genius  of  Chaucer,  expressed  himself 

s  iJw  following  effect : — "  If,  in   searching   for  his 

I  hautiei,  Chaucer  rewards  our  patience,  he  also  tries 

ID  opinion  lo  which  I  would  iain  not  subscribe, 

\  Iboiigh  I  cinnot  but  feel  its  truth. 

To  lie  charge  of  modernising  ihe  poet's  spelling,  I 
CM  reply  without  difficulty.  In  the  first  jilace,  for 
"mc  centuries  there  was  no  orthography  fixed  j  so 
Imle « indeed,  lh*t  1  believe  1  am  correct  in  slating 
1*11  even  Sit  WaJtcr  Raleigh  wrote  his  own  name 
tiwee  Kveral  ways.  But  Ciiaucer  gave  himself  con. 
•"IcralJe  iiccnoe  with  regard  lo  orthography  :  he  not 
iwely  alined  the  composition  of  words  at  the  termi- 
Wwni  of  his  lines  that  they  might  rhyme  to  the  eye 
«  »dl  as  to  the  car  ;  but  he  would  even,  upon  occa- 
"W,  give  a  different  termination  to  them  lo  make 
'*'«i  rhyme  to  the  ear  in  the  first  instance.  An 
'•"Dple  of  this,  among  others,  occurs  in  the  Clerk's 
^'k,  line  1039.  wbcre  the  personal  pronoun  tru  is 
^^tered  into  ma,  that  it  may  rhyme  with  also.  Every 
L*diiioa  of  Ciiaucer  varies  not  only  with  its  prede- 
P*te)i  tn  the  spelling  of  certain  words,  but  even  with 
0(if  IB  ij^  siiclUng  of  the  same  word.  I  therefore 
^^  ihe  privilege  of  preceding  editors  :  besides 
•iiidi.  my  object  was,  to  make  the  language  of  my 
JuihoTM  ficile  and  attractive  to  the  eye,  as  to  the 
Wdwsundmg. 
TV  idea  of  accenting  the  lines  of  Chaucer  did  not 
e  with  myself ;  it  is  a  suggestion  put  forth  by 
dwjn"  in  his  noble  history  of  the  poet  and  his 
■for  it  wai  a  piece  of  modesty  to  call  the  work 

■  Uc  of  Cbauocr.  a*o.  v^L  L  p.  39S. 


vi  PREFACE   TO 

"  A  Life  of  Chaucer," — the  life  of  the  poet  threads 
the  volumes  like  a  silver  stream  through  a  rich 
champaign. 

The  reader,  it  is  assumed,  need  not  be  informed, 
that  our  poet  was  the  first  after  the  Norman  conquest 
who  in  his  compositions  restored,  or  at  least  mainly 
contributed  to  restore  our  native  language.  Never- 
theless his  diction  abounds  with  Gallicisms,  as  well  as 
with  positive  French  words  ;  and  where  these  occur 
with  an  e  mute,  they  must  be  pronounced,  or  rather 
4)reathed  in  with  the  line,  as  the  modem  French  repeat, 
and  more  especially  sing,  their  little  lyric  compositions^ 
Without  such  a  process  it  would  be  impossible  to  read 
the  greater  part  of  his  verses  ;  and  the  ignorance  of 
this  requisition  has  probably  obtained  for  him  the 
charge  (and  from  men  who  ought  to  have  known 
better — Dryden  for  instance)  of  being  a  rugged  writer 
of  verses.  With  but  few  exceptions,  no  poet  perhaps 
is  more  smooth  and  musical ;  and  instances  of  the 
latter  quality,  if  space  allowed  (for  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  I  am  circumscribed  in  my  dimensions  of 
letter-press)  could  be  multiplied  to  a  remarkable 
extent.  Those  words  therefore  which  were  adopted 
immediately  from  the  French,  must  (to  read  his  verses 
fluently)  retain  their  primitive,  and  not  corrupted 
accentuation.  The  following  short  list  I  have  sub- 
joined to  illustrate  the  above  remark  Liqubr ;  cou- 
rdge\  reasbn;  vidge^  for  v6yage;  visdge;  usdge; 
ntannh'e  ;  lahlmr  ;  preidte  ;  langudge  ;  marridge ; 
virt{^;  nat^tre;  dventure^  for  adventure ;  honbur^  &c 
It  is  not  improbable  that  Dryden  may  have  instanced 
the  twelve  first  lines  of  the  Prologue  to  the  "  Canter- 
bury Tales  "  as  a  specimen  of  the  so-charged  "  rugged- 
ness  "  in  the  prosody  of  the  Poet 

In  the  course  of  the  present  volume,  some  words 
will  be  explained  in  the  glossary  at  the  foot  of  each 
page,  which  many  of  my  readers  will  doubtless  think 
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k  gnuuiuwt  irouble  on  my  pan.  Upon  these  occa- 
Bons  1  lave  considered  the  mere  novice.  The  glos- 
*»rial  inicTprctalions  loo,  being  placed  within  imme- 
diate reference,  are  preferable  to  their  being  toUccted 
'f  *  Separate  volume,  or  at  the  end  of  the  work,  as  is 
*he  ewe  in  other  editions  of  the  poet  In  iny  own 
•otlividual  insunee,  1  have  noticed  that  the  first  aroma 
Mf  a.  lordy  passage  has  fled  while  poring  over  a  closely 
printed  dictionary  in  a  separate  volume,  to  leam  the 
"'caning  of  un  insulaled  word. 

In  1  few  instances,  also,  words  and  phrases  occur  in 
***«:  origiiul  text  which  modem  refinement  would  dis- 
'^^onteoance.  These,  rather  than  omit  the  whole 
P*«ig«,  t  have  softened,  or  paraphrased,  taking  care 
'**i«evcr  to  denote  ihe  circumstance  by  means  of  the 
"**eiit»l  comnui.  I  should  conjecture,  that  the  neces- 
^^^  **lj  for  taking  this  liberty  with  my  author  has  not 
^^K    *H<:uncd  s  doicn  ttines  during  the  whole  course  of  my 

^^f         In  the  advenisemenl  to  the  present  selection  from 
B  *ic  wwks  of  Chaucer,  I  proposed  to  omit  all  those 

^Jes  and  casual  passages  of  iU-favoured  complexion, 
^hkti,  if  retained,  would  infallibly  banish  the  book 
%im  the  very  circles  whither  it  was  directed,  and 
'wiience  I  hope  to  hear  of  its  welcoming — I  mean  those  1 
mummts  of  this  civilised  age,  and  pallems  to  the  f 
dvilised  world,  the  ingenuous,  intelligent,  well-in- 
bnacd,  and  artless  young  women  of  England.  I 
wonld  fain  hope  that  in  the  general  fermentation  of 
WxA  BOW  going  on  here,  that  aniidat  all  the  voyages 
that  arc  making  in  -search  of  the  useful  in  life — all 
tiic  circuRuuviga lions  for  the  substantial,  that  the 
reallj'  oroammtal  (for  that  is  "useful,"  seeing  that 
it  cooduoes  to  a  refined  and  gentle  civility,  and  conse- 
•laaUJy  to  happiness)  will  not  he  wholly  lost  sight  of 
in  the  rare.  Let  not  our  poetry  be  quite  forgotten, 
ud  abora  all,  our  eld  jwetry  :  let  not  the  eloquent 
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then  have  wrestled  for  the  championship  ;  though,  of 
course,  he  would  have  been  "  thrown  "  by  the  Stratford 
Yeoman.  Throughout  his  compositions  we  have  re- 
newed evidences  that  he  possessed  all  the  qualifica- 
tions requisite  to  occupy  and  give  lustre  to  this 
department  in  imaginative  writing.  For  instance,  his 
recognising  the  most  minute  peculiarities  in  character 
and  manner — mental  and  personal ;  his  felicitous 
fancy  and  imagination;  his  potent,  and  natural  elo- 
quence ;  his  abounding  humour ;  and — as  with  all  the 
highest  humorists — combining  with  it  an  intense  feel- 
ing of  the  pathetic ;  for  the  highest  spring-tides  ebb 
out  the  farthest 

Fletcher,  with  (it  is  said)  Shakespeare,  dramatised 
the  same  tale  that  Chaucer  has  told  from  the  Teseidt 
of  Boccaccio  (The  Knight's,  of  Palamon  and  Arcite) ; 
and  very  finely  they  have  executed  their  task  :  but  they 
have  not  a  more  lovely  picture  in  their  play  than  that 
of  Emily  in  the  garden,  gathering  flowers,  herself  "  as 
fair  as  is  the  lily  on  its  stalks  green ; "  and  "as  an 
angel  heavenliche  she  sang  in  the  clear  air  of  morrow- 
ning."  Nor  have  they  any  dramatic  eloquence  more 
home-striking  than  the  dying  speech  of  Arcite  to  the 
same  Emily  :  it  is  in  character  a  companion  with  the 
elegy  of  Sir  Ector  de  Maris  over  the  corpse  of  his 
brother,  Sir  Launcelot* 

Again,  how  finely  he  would  have  dramatised  the 
TroUus  and  Creseida — particularly  as  regards  the 
heroine.  It  would  have  formed  a  contrast  to  Shake- 
speare's— I  would  rather  not  say — too  faithful  portrait 
of  that  light-hearted  wanton ;  whereas  Chaucer  has 
extenuated — at  all  events,  commiserated  her  defection. 
The  passionate  exclamations  and  musings  of  Troilus 
are  all  perfectly  dramatic  in  character.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  most  of  his  other  tales  ;  and  his  moral 

♦  See  vol.  iii.  p.  546  of  the  admirable  edition  of  Tfu  History  of 
King  Arthur,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wright. 
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portraits,  from  the  Romauni  of  the  RosCy  may  (for  their 
6<lelity  of  personation)  be  denominated  literary 
photographs. 

All  these  characteristic  qualities  and  excellences 
in  our  great  poetic  genius  I  commend  to  the  earnest 
study  and  cultivation  of  my  sisterhood  and  brother- 
hood  throughout  the  two  hemispheres;  for  to  the 
younger  of  these  I  principally  and  naturaUy  dedicate 
these  incorruptible  Riches,  wishing  that  they  may 
return  to  them  as  valuable  a  harvest  of  joyous  thoughts 
^  have  rewarded  the  contented  labour  of  their 

Brother  and  Friend, 

Charles  Cowden  Clarke. 
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GEOFFREY    CHAUCER. 


^•WSIOTRABLX  PAISS  have  been  bestowed  by  the  bio- 
^*^>pbers  of  Chnucer  in  ascertaining  the  station  that  his 
^Oiily  held  in  society.  One—Leland,  says,  ihat  he  was 
**'  noble  nock:  another— PiiLi,  that  he  was  the  son  of 
*  iBiij[h( ;  Speghl  says,  that  his  fothcr  was  a  vintner ; 
^Bd  Hearac  thai  he  was  n  merchant.  Mr.  Godwin,  too, 
*ndinc«  to  the  last  opinion.  The  question  therefore  is  a 
dMibtfd  one :  tfaDugh,  for  the  following  reasons,  we  may 
txtiuaaDy  infer  that  be  was  of  gentle  birth.  First,  he 
*M  bred  at  both  universities ;  he  had  travelled  through 
tmnl  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  was  a  student  in 
Ifcc  Teropfc.  Secondly,  the  cirtumstancc  of  his  being 
tppMBtcd  to  the  office  of  serving  as  one  of  the  king's 
payees,  trttrnnts  the  conclusion  that  would  be  drawn  of 
the  mpccinhitiiy  of  his  family ;  seeing  that  in  those  days, 
both  «aa  minutely  required  lo  qualify  a  person  for  the 
Bttloa  of  [lagc  to  the  king.  Thirdly,  his  connexion  by 
atamsK^  wlib  the  family  of  John  of  Gaunt,  the  great 
Duke  of  Lancaster ;  tbc  match  being  not  merely  sane- 
tiooed  bw  recommended  by  thai  proud  nobleman,  consi- 
ienbty  wrrngthen*  the  argument.  Yet,  after  all  the  dis- 
iwtlone  ihal  have  beern  expended  upon  this  not  very 
isiinruiii  point,  wonhy  men  of  his  own  lime,  and  men 
b(  aU  (ubMquent  ages  who  have  inquired  into  his  life 
■mi  writings,  noitc  in  the  opinion  that  he  possessed  an 
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extraordinary  talent,  and  a  noble  and  incorruptible  nature: 
these  qualities  form  the  true  aristocracy  of  humanity,  and 
they  are  the  only  ones  indeed  worthy  of  a  moment's  con- 
sideration. His  genius,  his  sensibility,  and  his  refinement, 
(allowing  for  the  age  in  which  he  lived,)  his  generous 
deportment  while  in  adversity  and  exile ;  his  independence 
of  principle  and  steadiness  of  attachment, — all  exhibit  the 
true  gentleman,  whatever  may  have  been  his  father's 
worldly  occupation. 

The  simame  of  our  poet  is  evidently  of  French  origin, 
the  old  Norman  word  Chancier  or  Chaussier,  signifying 
a  shoemaker.    The  word  too,  as  applied  to  the  article  of 
dress,  must  have  been  conimonly  used  during  his  life;  for 
in  the  translation  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark  by  Richard  of 
Hampole,  the  hermit,  who  died  in  1394,  the  following 
verse,  "  There  cometh  one  mightier  than  I  after  me,  the 
latchet  of  whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  stoop  down 
and  unloose,''  is  thus  rendered  : —  '^  A  stalworther  man 
than  I  schal  come  eftar  me,  of  whome  I  am  not  worthi 
downfallande,  or  knelande,  to  louse  the  thwonge  of  his 
Chawcers."    An  ancestor,  however,  of  the  poet's,  and 
probably  the  founder  of  his  family  in  England,  was  a 
Knight^  and  came  over  with  William  the  Conqueror,  his 
name  appearing  in  the  roll  of  Battle  Abbey.    Several 
persons  of  the  name  of  Chaucer  appear  in  our  public 
records — all  of  them  possibly  ancestors  of  the  poet.     In 
the  Tower  records  a  Le  Chausir  appears,  who  hved  in  the 
reign  of  King  John;  and  in  that  of  Henry  III.  an  Elias 
Chaucesir,  who  received  from  the  successor  of  that  mon- 
arch, (Edward  I.)  the  sum  of  ten  shillings,  disbursed  from 
the  treasury.    The  same  king  also  is  discovered  attending 
to  a  legal  question  respecting  a  thousand  pounds,  insti- 
tuted at  the  instance  of  a  John  Chaucer.    The  supposition 
of  Speght,  however,  that  the  father  of  the  poet  was  one 
Richard  Chaucer,  a  vintner,  who  lived  at  the  comer  of 
Kirton-lane,  in  London,  and  dying  in  1348,  left  his  house 
and  stock  in  trade  to  the  church  of  St  Mary  Aldermary, 
bears  no  show  of  probability ;  since,  as  the  industrious 
author  of  the  life  prefixed  to  Bell's  edition  of  Chaucer's 
works  rationally  argues  : —  "  There  is  something  very 
unnatural  in  this  vintner's  leaving  all  his  estate  to  the 
churchy  while  his  son  was  at  the  university;  and  that 


■,  for  anything 
:c  that  could 
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s  fbould  never  complain  of  this,  oi 
I  *"  W  CM  discover,  (eel  the  effects  of  it, 
■•eateaough  ilut  in  his  youth  be  lived  at  a  r: 
■MluttliMn  SDpporteiJ  without  a  fortune." 

«  fuKer  of  English  poetry  was  born  in  the  second 
of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  1318.  and  certainly  in 
1.  not  withstanding  ihe  contradictory  accounts  of 
■  tiioertpbers ;  aince  lie  himself,  wbo  must  be  the  stirest 
y  opDO  this  point,  when  speaking  of  the  troubles 
:  occurring  in  that  city,  says—"  The  city  of 
>at  is  to  me  so  dear  and  sweet,  in  which  I  was 
1;— and  more  kindly"  love  have  I  to  that 
la  to  »ny  other  in  earth,  (^s  every  kindly  creature 
U  appetite  to  that  place  of  his  kindly  ingendure/" 
ic  earliest  account  wc  have  of  Chancer  is,  that  he  was 
a  Mudeni  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  and  as 
iielf  uys  in  "  The  Court  of  Love,"  at  the  age  of 
n  -.  of  which  college,  however,  no  record  exists, — 
t  least,  has  hitherto  been  discovered.  But  from 
-  Very  accurate  description  he  has  given  of  the  distinct 
''Wilinr  of  the  place  in  his  humourous  tale  of  the  Miller 
"  Troapington,  Clare  Hall,  or  Scholar,  or  Solere  Hall 
''**  Spef^ht  pranounces  them  all  to  be  one  and  the  s.ime), 
*ay  h»>c  been  the  college  of  which  he  was  entered. 
*^We  fcc  wrote  his  poem  of  "  The  Court  of  Love  ;  °  a 
^Q^wsilioo  of  extraordinary  merit  for  a  youth  probably 
tinder  twenty  years  of  age.  It  is  written  in  the  form  of  a 
^iikn,  <ihe  mode  in  which  he  most  usually  imbibed  poetic 
^ir»tion,)  and  btmrs  frequent  evidence  that  the  writer 
kid  iBsdc  himseir  xcquainled  with,  and  had  come  fresh 
hwB  tcMltng  Ovid's  "  An  of  Love,"  and  the  then  popular 
poem  iif  William  de  Lorris,  "The  Romaunt  ol  the  Rose." 
Ii »  a  tittle  remarkable  that  the  versification  of  Chaucer's 
IBD  caiUesi  poems  of  magnitude,  should  be  as  accurate, 
nrfined,  and  polished  as  even  the  latest  of  his  com- 
pMkkou, — a  convincing  proof  of  his  natural  correctness 
aad  ddicacy  of  car.  The  easy  and  flowing  style  loo,  in 
wlktcb  the  CiJurt  of  Love  is  written,  will  ever  claim  for  it 
an  intcre«  with  the  critical  admirer  of  a  pure  struaurc  o( 
UnKi»CC.  As  an  early  production,  it  presents,  as  may  bo 
auicipaled.  little  attraction  with  regard  to  plot,  variety  of 

*  KlMlly  *at  tbcmcrly  varA  in  ihe  modem  wBse  □(  oaiural. 
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incident,  or  vigour  of  description  :  upon  these  points 
indeed,  it  is  positively  defective ;  but  it  otherwise  lays 
claim  to  eminent  merits,  and  these  will  be  found  in  an 
agreeably  humourous  delineation  of  manners  and  pecu- 
liarities of  custom.  In.allusion  however  to  this  poem,  as 
a  work  of  high  merit,  it  were  an  injustice  to  conceal  one 
quality  in  it,  which,  when  tested  by  the  modem  code  oj 
moral  refinement,  must  subject  it  to  unqualified  censure 
It  is,  that  although  the  design  and  intention  of  the  authoi 
has  been  to  celebrate  a  just  and  honourable  passion,  h< 
has  nevertheless,  at  intervals,  defaced  his  page  with  in- 
delicate allusions  that  would  be  thought  to  taint  an> 
atmosphere  beyond  the  precincts  of  a  brothel.  This 
feature  in  the  compositions  of  the  old  writers  of  this,  and 
indeed  of  subsequent  periods  even  to  a  late  date,  while  il 
serves  to  indicate  the  existing  surface-stratum  of  morality, 
cannot  but  perplex  the  ethic  philosopher,  when  he  dis- 
covers that  a  real  and  profound  homage  to  a  true  and 
virtuous  affection  reigned  as  triumphantly  during  the  ages 
of  chivalry  as  in  any  recorded  period  of  the  world.  Is  it, 
that  in  the  ages  referred  to.  Words  passed  for  little,  and 
Actions  were  richly  estimated  ? — Certain  it  is,  that  in  oui 
own  time,  "  words  "  (professions)  bear  a  high  premium  in 
society;  although  we  have  no  desire,  for  the  sake  ol 
indulging  in  an  antithesis,  to  insist  upon  the  full  converse 
of  the  proposition. 

From  Cambridge  Chaucer  went  to  Oxford,  but  to 
which  college  is  again  as  much  a  matter  of  conjecture  as 
the  former  place  of  his  abode.  A  doubt  has  been  raised 
by  some  of  the  biographers  as  to  his  having  studied  at 
both  of  our  universities,  and  solely  on  the  score  of  its 
"  improbability," — because  it  is  contrary  to  the  usage  ol 
the  modems  to  do  so.  Leland  however,  one  of  the 
earliest  of  his  historians,  plainly  asserts  that  he  went 
from  Cambridge  to  Oxford ;  and  the  statement  wears  the 
appearance  of  truth,  when  we  consider  that  his  two 
earliest  known  literary  associates  were  Gower  and  Strode, 
both  members  at  that  time  of  the  University  of  Oxford. 
During  his  abode  there  it  is  conjectured  that  he  trans- 
lated the  poem  of  Troilus  and  Cressida,  dedicating  it  to 
the  two  eminent  students  just  mentioned.  But  to  return 
to  the  reason  given  for  his  not  having  left  Cambridge  for 
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te  College  <rf  Oxftirtl. — llic  "  improbability  "  of  the  cir- 
It  may  be  sufiideni  to  stale,  that  formerly  j( 
noosual  a  proceeding  with  scholars.  Bishop 
e  and  Roger  ll^iccui  studied  at  both  universities, 
It  to  Paris  for  the  same  purpose. 
Scoti,  loo,  the  eminent  mathematician,  and 
D  Occajn,  the  scholiast,  pursued. the  same  course. 
'n  aildition  to  the  above  statement,  says,  that  the 
ycl  ■iter  qiulling  Oxford  went  over  to  Pans,  at  that 
■lotc  the  IDDtt  eMcatied  place  of  resort  for  the  purpose  of 
^tndy  in  Europe.  So  fasbionuble  indeed  was  the  capital 
•-.(  France  as  a  scat  nf  learning  during  the  twelfth,  thir- 
I'.nMh,  and  fourteenth  centuries,  that  at  one  time  in  the 
la  lunied  pcriwl,  the  number  of  students  exceeded  that 
->f  (lie  mhabitants.  In  this  "finishing  school,"  (he  bto- 
crapfaer  quu(cd  Dbot'c  &ays.  that  "  he  imbibed  all  the 
bcauocs.  dcgancc.  cliarms,  wit,  and  grace  of  the  French 
tocguc  (o  ii  degree  that  is  scarcely  credible  ;  "  and  pre- 
ticailjr  to  this  addition  to  his  literary  accomplishments, 
tiw  HUOc  arrilcr  pronounces  that,  "at  the  period  of  his 
kaviiiK  Oxford,  he  was  already  an  acute  dialectilian.  a 
panuBsitc  orator,  an  elegant  poet,  a  gmve  philosopher, 
an  aiAt  niathcmaticiaa,  and  an  accomplished  divine. 
Time,  no  doubt,  (he  adds)  are  lofty  appellations ;  but 
■Iwtevei  shall  examine  bis  works  with  a  curious  eye,  will 
■dnit  that  I  have  sufficient  ground  for  my  panegyric." 

Being  tints  accomplished,  our  poet  travelled  into  France, 
HcUaod,  awl  the  Low  Countries:  and  upon  his  return 
banc,  entered  bimself  of  the  Inner  Temple,  where  be 
mdicd,  (though  probably  with  no  ardour  of  devotion) 
■lie  Bwmcipnl  laws  of  the  land.  During  his  residence 
hat,  be  is  rrported  in  have  been  "fined  five  shillings  for 
botiaK  *  Franciscan  friar  in  Fleet' street."  Spieght  gives 
'le  aneedoie  upon  the  unsatisfactory  authority  of  a  Mr. 
wbu,  he  says,  had  seen  the  memorandum  in  the 
e  records.  Shortly  after  he  had  begun  lo  lum  his 
>  ibis  bntnch  of  learning,  his  lustrous  talents 
■  Imown  at  the  court  of  Edward  1 1 1.,  a  prince  as 
r  his  patronage  of  genius  as  for  his  romantic 
I  this  gay  region  of  chivalry,  mirth,  and  gal- 
xindrd  by  wil  and  beauty — the  nursery  of 
[ht,  be  started  upon  the  full  career  of  hfc  : 
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his  age,  the  prime  of  manhood  (under  thirty),  and  per- 
son of  just  proportion,  with  a  fair  and  beautiful  com- 
plexion; full  and  red  lips,  and  a  graceful  and  dignified 
carriage ;  to  crown  which  attractions  may  be  added  his 
newly-fledged  renown  as  a  love-poet, — all  gave  him  the 
advantage  over  any  competitors.  A  handsome  and 
modest  young  poet  moving  about  a  gallant  court,  is  a 
beautiful  picture  for  the  mind  to  contemplate. 

Chaucer's  first  preferment  was  to  that  of  king's  page, 
at  a  yearly  salary  of  twenty  marks, — ^no  mean  stipend  at 
that  period.  This  act  was  followed  by  an  appointment 
to  the  office  of  gentleman  of  the  king's  privy  chamber, 
with  an  additional  gratuity  of  twenty  marks  ;  and  shortly 
after,  we  find  him  promoted  to  be  shield-bearer  to 
the  king,  a  post  of  signal  honour,  since,  by  the  fulfilment 
of  its  duties  he  was  brought  in  immediate  vicinage  to 
the  royal  person,  and  upon  occasions  of  victory  was 
rewarded  with  military  honours. 

In  this  gay  sphere  he  was  patronised  and  courted  by 
John  of  Gaunt,  who  manifested  a  more  than  ordinary 
esteem  for  him,  and  for  whom,  in  celebration  of  certain 
events  in  the  life  of  that  nobleman,  he  wrote,  "The 
Book  of  the  Duchess,"  "  The  Complaint  of  the  Black 
Knight,"  and  "  The  Dream  of  Chaucer  : "  also  by  the 
lovely  Lady  Blanche,  his  Duchess,  at  whose  request  he 
wrote,  "  La  Priere  de  Notre  Dame,"  and  other  godly 
poems  :  by  the  womanly  and  heroic  Queen  Philippa,  the 
mother  of  the  Black  Prince, — the  shield  of  the  distressed 
and  the  destitute,  and  of  "  them  that  had  none  to  help 
them," — the  saviour  of  her  husband's  fame  at  Calais  :  by 
the  Countess  of  Essex  :  also  by  that  exquisite  specimen 
of  a  woman  and  a  wife,  the  beautiful  Countess  of  Salisbury ; 
whose  well-known  accident  at  the  ball  was  exalted  into 
an  heraldic  constellation  :  *  and  lastly,  by  the  Lady  Mary 

*  Having  made  mention  of  this  celebrated  woman,  the  reader 
will  require  no  apology  for  being  reminded  of,  or  introduced  to  the 
following  testimony  in  favour  of  the  character  bestowed  upon  her 
in  the  text.  It  carries  with  it  a  double  interest :  first,  the  charm  of 
the  narrative  itself ;  and  secondly,  the  circumstantial  evidence  as  to 
the  moral  integrity  of  our  poet's  female  admirers.  The  extract  is 
from  Froissart,  who,  after  relating  the  progress  of  Edward  III. 
against  the  Scots  that  were  besi^ng  the  countess  in  her  husband's 
castle  near  Carlisle,  thus  continues: — "The  same  day  that  the 
Scots  departed  from  the  said  castle,  King  Edward  cam^  thither 
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of  Pembroke,  and  daaghtcr  of  the  king,  who 
to    have  justly    appreciated   hjs    extraordinary 

A  aill  his  hoM  about  Boon,  and  canirr  to  the  same  pluOE  whereas 

r  ScsU  lad  luilcnl.  and  was  tore  ditplcucd  that  he  fuund  not 

pSuKilhcTFi  (or  be  c«mc  thitho-  in  such  hasle,  that  his  hoise 

il  am  VOT  HR  tnvall«J.     Thm  he  commanded  to  lod|^  then 

■I  Bifhl.  uid  nid  how  b>  would  go  to  see  the  castle,  and  the 

Ue  tody  ibsBii.  bw  tic  had  not  Mcn  bet  since  the  was  matried 

Ib*  :  ihati  every  nun  tcx>k  hit  lodging  m  he  HsL     And  as  soon 

*     ■ ""  "      IS  Dtmnned,  he  took  a  ten  or  twelve  kmghlswiih  him, 

'         '      Toimtess  of  Salisbuiy.  and  to 

e  Scots,  and  i)ie  derence  that 

i  the  lady  knew  of  the  king'l 

n  ibe  gates,  wid  came  oul  so  richly  lieieen,  thai 

1  of  her  beamy,  and  could  not  cease  to  rEgard 

■  irltb  her  gml  bcanly,  and  thn  gtacious  words  and 

-*Bt   the  nude.     When   she  came  to  the  king,  she 

D  the  eulh.  thanking  hini  of  bis  succours,  and  so 

M  Wb  iMO  the  eullr,  to  make  him  cheer  and  honour,  as  she  that 

nwilil  Mil  *«ll  do  It.     Every  man  ngardR)  ha  marvdausly :  the 

M  irltboid  his  iFgudlng  of  bet :  for  he  thought 

jcfore  so  noble  and  so  lair  a  lady.    He  was 

0  the  heart  with  a  sparkle  of  line  tove.  that 

aAacd  long  alter :  be  thooehl  no  lady  in  Ibe  world  so  worthy  to 

be  bd^JTwl  ai  she.     Thiti  ihcy  enlercd  into  the  castle,  hand  in 

laarf  \  Ibe  buly  led  hini  foil  Into  the  hall,  and  after  into  the  cham- 

bo:  oobly  apvelled.     The  king  so  n^^x^ed  the  lady.  Ihot  she  was 

itatsbed :  ai  lam  he  went  lo  a  window  10  rest  him,  and  so  fell  in  a 

tptX  Mmly-    The  Udr  went  lu  make  cheer  to  the  lords  and  knights 

oat  aoe  (hete.  and  commanded  to  dress  the  hall  far  dinner. 

Wtea  tbehad  ail  devised  and  commaniled.  then  she  came  lo  the 

tof  wttha  nerry  cheer,  who  was  in  a  great  sludy;  and  she  said. 

"  Dor  ■».  why  do  ye  iitKly  so  }  for.  your  gt»ce  not  displeased,  it 

Mpettahmb  not  tn  yon  sn  lo  do :  mlher  ye  should  make  good 

max  aad  ht  yrfi'A.  Kving  ye  have  chased  away  yoar  enemies,  who 

dm  aoc  aUde  you  .'  let  other  luen  study  For  the  remnant. '    Then 

tWknc  said  -  '  Ah  1  dau  laily.  know  for  irulh  that  since  I  entered 

kta  dw  aadt.  there  »  a  nudy  cone  lo  my  mind,  so  that  I  cannot 

itiiiim  Ian  ir,  iiium-.  iitir  c^n  I  I1-II  what  shall  fall  thereof ;— put  il 

not  ofn-f  ' ■  '  '^ ■  '       'i"  '  <]aolh  Ihe  lady,  'ye ought  always 

Ui  nakr  .  -1  tlierewith  your  people:  God  halh 

«k1(4  .'■  ■  111  halh  given  you  so  gr™!  graces, 

t^i  Tr  V  "[loured  prlDce  in  all  Christendom: 

cd  tt  M.  :  ^n[- you  any  despite  or  damage,  ye 

1  -rr^  Tt  msing  and  come  into  Ihe  hall,  if  it 

ji,3v  ly.'     'Abl    fair  lady.' quolh  the 

11(1,;.  ■.  heart  that  ye  know  nol  of;  bul 

•sn-lv  I  ■  [xffccl  wisdom.  Ihe  good  grace, 

liJ.fcn-  ...  ,■.,  ilial   I   see  in  you.   liatb  so  Soft 

.'^'"r'am'\ni\  lirjii/  liim  'the  lady  iaidr''Ah!  right  noble 
DnDn'  (:.r  Inxl  •:  uke  mock  nor  tempt  me  not.  I  cannot  brlirve 
Hut  It  M  itu'  ili-i>  je  lay,  nor  thai  so  ooWe  a  prince  as  ye  be  wmild 
ihuii  ui  diihomjtit  me  and  my  lord,  my  husbaiul,  who  is  so  valiant 
a  kachl.  »nd  huh  done  your  grace  10  good  tervlEe  and  as  yet  Ucth 
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genius;  for  she  is  said  to  have  frequently  compliincnted 
him  upon  his  poems,  as  well  as  to  have  excited  him  to 
familiar  and  intellectual  intercourse,  seeing  that  she 
would  rally  him  upon  his  modest  and  silent  habit. 

Upon  perusing  the  poem  entitled,  '^  Chaucer*s  Dream,'' 
the  cause  of  the  intimacy  between  John  of  Gaunt,  after- 
wards Duke  of  Lancaster,  and  our  poet  will  become 
sufficiently  apparent:  for  this  composition  being  an  alle- 
gorical account  of  the  courtship  of  that  prince  with  the 
Lady  Blanche,  daughter  of  Henry,  Duke  of  Lancaster, 
the  historian  shows  that  he  had  been  made  a  more  than 
ordinary  confidant  of  the  prince's  secrets.  Tradition 
relates  that  the  intercourse  between  the  lovers  was  con- 
ducted with  the  most  cautious  privacy ;  but  that  after  a 
long  series  of  manoeuvres  and  entreaties,  with  various 
obstacles  surmounted,  the  parties  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  king,  also  a  dispensation  from  the  pope,  and  were 
married  at  Reading  in  May,  1359 ;  the  event  being  cele- 
brated with  unusual  pomp  and  solemnity. 


in  prison  for  your  quarrel.  Certainly,  sir,  ye  should  in  this 
have  but  a  snmll  praise,  and  nothing  the  better  thereby.  I  had 
never  as  yet  such  a  thought  in  my  heart,  nor.  1  trust  in  God.  never 
shall  have  for  no  man  living.  If  1  had  any  such  intention,  your 
grace  ought  not  all  only  to  blame  me,  but  also  to  punish  my  body 
— yea.  and  by  true  justice  to  be  dismembered.'  Therewith  the  lady 
departed  from  the  king,  and  went  into  the  hall  to  haste  Uie  dinner. 
Then  she  returned  again  to  the  king,  and  brought  unmt  of  his 
knights  with  her,  and  said :  '  Sir,  if  it  pleaseth  you  to  come  into 
the  hall,  your  knights  abideth  for  you  to  wash :  ye  have  b^en  too 
long  fEisting.'  Then  the  king  went  into  the  hall  and  vrashed,  and 
sat  amone  his  lords,  and  the  lady  also.  The  king  ate  but  Uttk ; 
be  sat  stiU  musing,  and.  as  he  durst,  he  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  lady. 
Of  his  sadness  his  knights  had  marvel,  for  he  was  not  accustomed 
so  to  be.  Some  thought  it  was  because  the  Scots  had  scaped  from 
him.  All  that  day  the  king  tarried  there,  and  wist  not  what  to  do. 
Sometime  he  imagined  that  honour  and  truth  defended  him  to  set 
his  heart  in  such  a  case  to  dishonour  such  a  lady,  and  so  true  a 
knight  as  her  husband  was,  who  had  always  well  and  truly  served 
him.  On  the  other  part,  love  so  constrained  him,  that  the  power 
thereof  surmounted  honour  and  truth.  Thus  the  kin£[  debated  in 
himself  all  that  day.  and  all  that  night.  In  the  mormnf  he  arose 
and  dislodged  all  his  host,  and  drew  after  the  Scots,  to  chase  them 
out  of  his  realm.  Then  he  took  leave  of  the  lady,  sajring :  '  My 
dear  lady,  to  God  I  commend  you  till  I  return  again ;  requiring  you 
to  advise  you  otherwise  than  ye  have  said  to  me.'  '  Noble  prince.' 
quoth  the  lady,  '  God,  the  father  glorious,  be  your  conduct,  and 
put  you  out  cif  all  vilain  thoughts.  Sir,  I  am,  and  ever  shall  be 
ready  to  do  your  grace  service,  to  your  honour  and  to  mine, '  There> 
with  thft  king  departed  all  abashed."— Oknwt^i;^,  4to.  vol  L  p.  98. 
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i\  With  this  contract  originated  the  power  af  John  of 
•dust ;  Millie  Ihc  poet's  fortunes  at  court  also  advanced 
^hroogb  the  influctKe  of  his  patron  and  patroness ;  the 
■utct,  incfeed,  like  *.  true  woman,  never  lost  sight  of  the 
sal  be  had  displayed  in  their  cause :  and,  as  will  be 
ouncdiaidy  seen,  she  made  a  suitable  and  graceful  ac- 
taowledgment  of  her  sentirncnis  towards  him. 

la  the  ttmc  year  in  which  the  marriage  of  the  Duke 
of  Lancaster  was  solemnized,  Edward  Hi.  undcnook  one 
al  hia  fonnidablc  invasions  of  the  kingdom  of  France, 
and  for  the  prosecution  of  his  purpose  he  raised  an  army 
of  lOi^ooo  men,  who  in  looo  vessels  were  embarked  at 
Saadtndi.  From  an  infervnce  which  will  be  stated  im- 
innkMcty,  it  has  been  concluded  that  Chaucer  accom- 
pMit«d  this  e]^)edition,*  the  first  and  last  occasion  upon 
«rh*ch  be  can  be  traced  to  have  substantiated  his  right  to 
tbe  title  of  "  armigcr."  The  ground  for  drawing  the 
omciuMoa  alhided  to  is,  that  upon  the  occasion  of  his 
bong  oiled  apon  to  give  testimony,  in  the  year  1 386,  in  a 
ante  of  arms  between  Sir  Richard  Ic  Scrope  and  Sir 
Robert  Crosvcnor,  our  witness  deposed  that  he  had 
"borne  utus  iwcniy-seven  years  :  "  as  therefore  it  was 
ccUomAry  for  persons  undertaking  the  knightly  profession 
to  dale  the  penod  of  their  "  bearing  arms  "  from  the  lime 
0(  fcnl  engagmg  the  enemies  of  their  sovereign  ;  and  as 
■0  c^riition  had  been  undertaken  for  three  years  pre- 
viotatr,  or  for  ten  years  subsequently  to  the  one  in 
qnwikin  (in  1359) ;  added  to  which  by  comparing  the  dates, 
u  tbv  pcvtiac  icim  of  twenty-seven  years  deposed  10  by 
Qiauctt  will  he  found  to  coincide,  the  deduction  may  be 
Eurly  drawiv  that  to  his  other  accomplishments  our  poet 
omU  h]r  daim  to  the  attractive  one  in  all  ages  of  the 
vortd,  whether  civilised  or  barbarous, — that  of  being  a 

The  DucbcH  Blanche  retained  in  her  service  Catherine, 
^  daughter  of  Sir  Payne,  or  Pagan  Rouet,  a  native  of 
llainault,  and  guicn  king  at  arms  for  that  territory.  This 
lady  fxumcd  Sir  Hugh  Swinford,  Knight,  at  Lincoln,  who 
■Iftsg  ihonrlly  after  ihcir  union,  the  duke  and  duchess 
tencwcd  their  protection,  appointing  her  governess  of 
I  their  chiUren.     Lady  Swinford,  after  the  death  of  the 

•  Godwin. 
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Duchess  Blanche,  became  the  duke's  mistress,  and  subse- 
quently his  third  wife.  She  was  a  woman  so  eminent  for 
beauty,  that  the  circumstance  was  recorded  upon  her  tomb 
in  the  cathedral  of  old  St.  Paul  Her  sister,  Philippa,  had 
long  been  beloved  by  Chaucer ;  and  Blanche,  in  return 
for  the  poet's  services  and  friendship,  advanced  by  her 
influence  his  interests  with  the  object  of  his  affections. 
By  this  union  it  was  that  Chaucer  became  allied  to  the 
royal  family  of  England.  This  event  is  supposed  to 
have  taken  place  about  the  year  1369,  the  poet  being 
more  than  forty  years  of  age. 

In  the  allegorical  effusion  alluded  to  above  (Chaucer's 
Dream),  and  which  indeed  may  be  styled  an  epitiialamium 
on  the  marriage  of  his  benefactors,  he  has  interwoven 
mpch  tender  allusion  to  his  own  mistress.  For  instance, 
when  dwelling  upon  her  lovely  qualities,  and  wondering 
that  heaven  had  fashioned  such  a  being,  he  adds, — 

"And  in  so  little  space 
Made  such  a  body,  and  such  face ; 
So  great  beauty,  and  such  features, 
More  than  be  in  other  creatures !" 

and  the  poem  concludes  with  a  passionate  "Envoy,** 
pointedly  addressed  to  Philippa.  The  entire  manner  in 
which  Chaucer  has  contrived  to  shadow  forth  his  own 
hopes, — the  whole  based  upon  the  fleeting  fabric  of  a 
"dream," — is  conceived  in  the  finest  perception  of  poetical 
taste  and  manly  delicacy. 

Although,  by  a  comparison  of  dates,  it  should  appear 
that  the  servitude  of  our  poet  in  the  court  of  love  lasted 
nearly  nine  years,  yet  there  is  no  ground  for  presuming 
that  the  delay  was  occasioned  by  cruelty,  or  even  indif- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  lady ;  but  on  account  of  her 
attachment  to  their  mutual  friend  and  benefactress  the 
Queen  Philippa,  whom  she  gratefully  and  affectionately 
served  during  the  period  of  her  declining  health, — the 
fine  qualities  of  that  high-minded  woman  amply  claiming 
all  her  solicitude. 

It  was  during  the  season  of  his  courtship  that  he 
translated  the  "  Romaunt  of  the  Rose,"  the  most  esteemed 
poem  of  the  middle  ages.  This  he  addressed  to  his  love 
Philippa  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  observation,  as  the  circum*- 
stance  is  connected  with  his  gallantry,  that  he  has  wholly 
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tn  his  translation,  ns  ii  has  come  down  to  our 

■a  uncoRiplimcntary  attack  of  considerable  length 

Itc  female  s«. 

Roouunl  of  the  Rose  was  the  joint  production  of 

de  Lorris  and  John  dc  Meun.     Some  controversy 

kas  existed  as  to  the  portion  to  be  ascribed  to  each  author. 

Tbc  original  poem  consists  of  upwards  of  20,ck>o  verses, 

lines  ;  >nd  at  the  Il,l3;th  verse,  an  iniimation  occurs 

Au  u  that  period  of  the  composition  the  labour  of  the 

•uibor  ceased.    Mr.  Godwin,  in  his  comprehensive 

nf  the  life  and  age  of  our  poet,  has  decided  that 
the  vhulc  was  written  before  the  year  1182,  John  dc 
having  cotnmenced  his  task,  as  he  himself  states, 
iattf  yean  after  the  death  of  William  de  Lorris.  With 
oS  hs  faults  of  immense  prolixity,  of  uninteresting 
aOeggry,  of  wearisome  and  flat  diction,  there  nevertheless 
iKcnrs,  ever  and  anon,  in  the  waste  of  words,  a  green  spot 
on  ahicli  the  parched  reader  reposes,  and  forgets  the 
pain  of  all  his  former  travelling.  In  a  careful  analysis  of 
the  work.  Mr.  llodwin  sums  up  his  review  of  the  first 
jooo  lines  with  the  fallowing  handsome  panegyric:—"  On 
the  whole,  it  may  safely  be  affirmed,  that  the  first  Z9;o 
vencs  of  William  dc  Lorris  may  challenge  a  comparison 
■ilh  fiMMI  of  ttir  happiest  cflusions  of  the  genius  of  poetry: 
ihry  exhibit  iin  admirable  variety  of  talent;  and  it  will 
be  liMUul  difficult  to  pronounce  from  the  perusal,  whether 
(he  author  excels  most  in  the  richness  of  his  descriptive 
pawcn,  in  the  spirit  and  force  of  his  allegorical  paintings, 
«r  in  tbcacutcness  and  exactness  of  his  observations  upon 
Ue  and  manners.''  Chaucer  either  did  not  translate  the 
■bole  of  the  original  poem,  but  purposely  avoided  some 
pottioBs,  for  the  reason  already  described ;  or  large 
mwaw  of  it  have  been  lost,  since  his  translation  com- 
|iriae*  DO  iDOTi;  than  7698  verses. 

In  the  year  1 369.  or  when  Chaucer  was  at  the  age  of 
Ibrty-onc,  he  lest  his  amiable  friend  and  patroness,  the 
Dudlcu  Blanche,  who  survived  the  (juecn  but  a  few 
nonih*.  She  was  in  her  thiriieth  year,  and  the  com- 
bined circmnsianccs  of  her  youtli,  virtues,  and  many 
efaarai%  tiigFlhcr  with  the  sorrowing  of  her  husband,  gave 
rue  10  ll»C  [wiiduction  of  the  poem  of  "  The  liook  of  the 
l>uchc*s,'' or,  as  it  has  been  improperly  entitled,  "The 
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Dream  of  Chaucer,"  one  of  the  most  simply  and  strikingly 
beautiful  of  all  his  compositions.  The  authoress  of  "  The 
Loves  of  the  Poets  ^  has  described  this  elegant  piece  in 
the  following  animated  strain  : —  "  The  description  of 
Blanche  in  the  '  Book  of  the  Duchess '  shows  how  trifling 
is  the  difference  between  a  perfect  female  character  in 
the  thirteenth  century,  and  what  would  now  be  con- 
sidered as  such.  It  is  a  very  hvely  and  animated  picture. 
Her  golden  hair  and  laughing  eyes  ;  her  skill  in  dancing 
and  sweet  carolling  ;  her  ^  goodly  and  friendly  speech  ; ' 
her  debonair  looks ;  her  gaiety  that  was  still '  so  womanly ; ' 
her  indifference  to  general  admiration  ;  her  countenance 
Hhat  was  so  simple  and  so  benigne/  contrasted  with 
her  high-spirited  modesty  and  consciousness  of  lofty  birth; 

*  No  living  wight  might  do  her  shame, 
.S^  loved  so  well  her  owen  name  ; ' 

her    disdain    of    that    coquetry    which    holds    men    in 

*  balance,' 

•  By  half-word  or  by  countenance ; ' 

her  wit,  *  without  malice,  and  ever  set  upon  gladness ; ' 
and  her  goodness,  which  the  poet,  with  a  nice  discrimina- 
tion of  female  virtue,  distinguishes  from  mere  ignorance 
of  evil ;  for  though  in  all  her  actions  was  perfect  inno- 
cence, he  adds, 

'  I  say  not  she  had  no  knowing 
What  harm  was ;  for,  else,  she 
Had  known  no  good— so  thinketh  me ; ' 

are  all  beautifully  and  happily  set  forth,  and  are  charms 
so  appropriate  to  woman  as  woman^  that  no  change  of 
fashion  or  lapse  of  ages  can  alter  their  effect.    Time 

*  Can  draw  no  lines  there  with  his  antique  poL* 

But  afterwards  follows  a  trait  p^eculiarly  characteristic  of 
the  women  of  that  chivalrous  period.  She  was  not,  says 
Chaucer,  one  of  those  ladies  who  send  their  lovers  off 

•  To  WaUachie. 
To  Prussia,  and  to  Tartary, 
To  Alexandria  ne  Turkey ; ' 

and  on  other  bootless  errands,  by  way  of  displaying  their 

power : 

'^  *  She  used  no  such  knaclUs  sma//^' 

(that  is,  she  was  superior  to  such  frivolous  tricks.) 


r" 

^^^  ■Jobs  a 

f  >««g.'  "PI 
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Joba  of  Cannt,  vho  is  the  principal  speaker  and  chief 
the  poem,  gives  a  history  of  his  courtship,  and 
*«S(  wirii  wbai  mixture  of  fear  and  awe  he  then,  '  right 
■pproacbed  the  lovcl)-  heiress  of  Lancaster  :  but 
him  that  heaven  could  never  have  formed 
is  any  creature  »o  great  beaut)'  and  bounty  '  withouien 
TTry,'  Id  that  hope  he  nukkes  his  confession  of  love  ; 
and  {oes  on  to  tell  us,  with  exquisite  aaiveU, 


Tar  ■nuy  s  word  I  oTcrskipI 
In  letlintt  my  ulc— for  pure  fc»r. 
IjW  ilcti  my  wonts  mticonstnird  *a 
Ikjfllj.  ud  qualUt;g  (or  pure  dread 


:h  pale  and 
ik  hct  on. 


Then  his  anguish  at  her  linl  rejection,  and  his  rapture 
•Wo,  At  last,  be  wins  from  his  lady 

'  Tlio  noble  gift  of  her  mcny ; ' 

hH  damcMic  happiness,  his  loss,  and  his  regrets,  are  all 
lolil  witli  the  tame  truth,  simplicity,  and  profound  feeling. 
For  Hicli  passages  and  such  pictures  as  these,  Chaucer 
will  still  be  read,  triumphant  as  the  poet  of  nature  over 
the  mM  and  dosl  of  ages,  and  all  tlie  difficulties  of  antique 
■ITIc  and  obsolete  spelling  :  which  last,  however,  though 
rcpMUfc,  ia  only  a  difficulty  to  the  eye,  and  easily  over- 
C«K.* 

1b  a  few  months  after  the  death  of  the  duchess.  Philippa. 
beins  aow  rvlcawd  from  her  willing  and  aflectiunalc  hond- 
■fe  gf  attendance  apon  her  (ncnds,  ticcamc  the  wife  of 
wn  poet. 

Donng  the  coune  of  the  forty-lifth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  III-,  we  find  that  Chaucer  was  despatched  bjr 
ihai  nonirch  upon  a  commission,  with  other  persons,  to 
Iran  with  Ibc  republic  of  Genoa.  The  object  of  this 
wd»»y,  which  has  hitheno  been  a  matter  of  speculation 
*itb  ibe  biogra|)hers  of  the  poet,  is  conjectured  to  have 
(soiprttrd  an  authority  on  ihcii  part  to  treat  with  that 
d  eiergctic  icpubtic  for  tlie  hire  of  ships  for 
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the  king's  navy :  the  naval  appointment  of  Britain  in  that 
era  being  but  slender,  the  deficiency  was  supplied  by 
hiring  those  of  the  republics  of  Germany  or  Italy.  This 
negotiation  Chaucer  executed  with  so  much  discretion 
and  ability,  that,  as  we  shall  immediately  proceed  to 
show,  it  gained  him  firesh  marks  of  his  employer's  appro- 
bation and  partiality. 

Some  time  after  the  period  of  his  marriage,  Chaucer 
received  another  proof  of  royal  favour,  in  the  grant  of  a 
pitcher  of  wine  to  be  furnished  to  him  daily;  and  this 
was  quickly  followed  by  his  being  appointed  comptroller 
of  the  customs  for  wool,  woolfels,  and  hides,  with  an 
especial  clause  subjoined  to  the  patent,  that  the  duties  of 
the  office  should  be  performed  in  person,  and  even  that 
the  accounts  should  be  written  with  his  own  hand.  This 
proviso  on  the  part  of  Edward  has  been  sneered  at,  and 
apparently  not  without  reason  by  those  who  uphold  the 
system  of  creating  places  of  emolument  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  maintaining  persons,  who  it  is  not  intended 
should  fulfil  the  duties  connected  with  them.  If  the 
entire  labour  of  an  office  be  performed  by  hirelings,  these 
should  either  derive  the  whole  benefit  attaching  to  it,  or 
the  salary  of  the  ostensible  and  inefficient  clerk  becomes 
an  absolute  injustice  inflicted  upon  the  people  who  are 
required  to  raise  that  salary.  Chaucer  was,  however,  no 
drone  in  the  common  hive;  he  filled  this  situation  with 
unimpeached  honour  and  integrity,  and  at  the  time  when 
places  of  the  same  description,  in  the  old  age  and  weakness 
of  the  king,  were  farmed  out,  and  the  people  compelled  to 
pay  for  services  not  performed,  no  shade  of  imputation 
for  such  unworthiness  attaches  to  the  poet's  memory. 
No  one,  as  he  says  of  himself,  could  '^  speak  evil  of  his 
administration;''  also,  that  he  "never  defouled  his  con- 
science for  any  manner  of  deed."  This  life  is  too  short, 
and  too  full  of  sorrows,  not  of  our  own  seeking,  for  us  to 
add  to  their  number  by  acts  of  baseness  and  dishonour. 

In  the  forty-seventh  year  of  the  poet's  age,  and  the 
forty-ninth  of  the  king's  reign,  he  received  from  Edward 
a  grant  of  the  lands  and  body  of  the  son  of  Sir  Edmond 
Staplegate,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  ward,  for  which  he 
was  subsequently  paid  one  hundred  and  four  pounds; 
and  in  the  following  year  the  royal  patron  bestowed  upon 
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**.  byihc  title  of  "dilccius  anniger  nostcr,"  (our  be- 

™rt  iqiaic,)  the  sum  of  scventy-onc  pounds  four  shillings 

""^  (iipcacc  being  a  forfeit  of  custom  dues  levied  upon 

'  f  ban  of  London  for  noo-payment  upon  a  quantity  of 

^^i    These  Ciimjal  benefits,  together  with  his  petma- 

**t  aficcs  of  emolument,  contributed  to  render  him  a 

'Wy  vuJthy  man;  Spcghr  indeed,  one  of  his  historians, 

"''CI  ibat  he  had  at  this  time  almost  one  thousand 

^^tid*  p«  »&Dum,     He  himself  in  the  "  Testament  of 

^"'*'%'  acknowledges  bis  advanced  fortunes,  and  says; 

'  had  comfoit  to  be  in  that  plight,  that  both  profit  were 

,     Qar  amJ  my  friends ;"  an  unconscious  insinuation  on 

''''^  pan  Ihat  he  was  not  a  selfish  character.     Again,  he 

■'*'^iw*  that   "  in  dignity  of  office  he  made  gathering  of 

''^se  Soodi,  and  had  a  fair  parcel  for  the  time,  in  farlher- 

'  ''&  of  his  sustenance,  riches  sufficient  to  waive  necessity, 

"^Sotty  '<•  ^  reverenced  in  worship,  power  to  keep  from 

*'**mJes ;  "  so  th4t.  "  he  seemed  to  shine  in  glory  of  re- 

***»wa,  stt  manhood  askcth  in  men." 

During  the  period  that  Chaucer  was  engaged  in  the 
Pcr^rmance  of  public  duties,  such  as  (he  executing  of 
'*irctK'*  misiions;  keeping  with  his  own  hand  a  punctual 
F^-cord  of  duties  received  for  goods  exported  and  im- 
P^jnrd;  IDgcther  with  the  frequent  demands  that  must 
*X^o  have  been  made  upon  his  time  in  attending  upon  the 
Court,  It  may  not  be  considered  irrelevant  to  remark,  how 
little  these  common  places  of  life  appear  to  have  damped 
Uie  wing  of  his  genius,  or  rehucd  the  elasticity  of  its 
«nerf^-  So  true  is  the  observation,  that  where  the  in- 
tellectual elements  are  robust,  compression  serves  but  to 
iDCTcaac- the  desire  and  ability  for  exertion;  and,  indeed, 
»|)an  of  the  bounds  of  pure  impossibility,  it  should  seem 
^tficnlt  to  lay  down  a  hnc  of  demarcation  for  a  man  of 
genius  and  industry  r  there  is  no  saying,  "  Hitherto  shalt 
t.1)cM  contc,  and  no  farther;"  for  [he  more  such  a  man 
UtulcTtakea,  the  more  his  capacity  appears  to  dilate, — will 
and  accocnpLshmenl  proceed  in  arithmetical  progression. 
At  the  period  of  his  life  when  our  poet  was  both  variously 
and  activdy  engaged,  he  produced  the  greater  portion  of 
hi«  poelkal  works.  In  addition  to  a  number  of  minor 
conpoaiiJoiis,  he  translated  (as  already  recorded)  "  The 
t  of  the  Rose,"  a  work  of  considerable  extent : 
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"The  Complaint  of  the  Black  Knight;"  "The  House 
of  Fame,"  a  most  noble  and  original  performance,  in 
three  books ;  the  "  Legend  of  Good  Women ; "  "  Chau- 
cer's Dream;"  "The  Book  of  the  Duchess;"  "The 
Assembly  of  Fowls ; "  "  The  Cuckoo  and  the  Nightin- 
gale," with  many  minor  productions,  comprising  more 
than  25,000  lines. 

The  Duke  of  Lancaster,  with  all  his  noble  qualities,  was 
a  man  of  towering  pride  and  ambition  ;  and,  as  is  usuaUy 
the  result  when  this  latter  quality  once  takes  possession  of 
the  mind,  he  did  not  permit  the  delicacies  of  justice  to  ob- 
struct the  accomplishment  of  his  desires.  Upon  the  death 
of  his  elder  brother,  the  Black  Prince,  he  is  represented 
as  having  fixed  a  steady  and  craving  eye  upon  the  crown, 
omitting  no  available  means  to  secure  to  himself  the  suc- 
cession, in  the  event  of  the  demise  of  the  aged  king  his 
father.  And  indeed,  so  passionately  was  he  in  love  with 
dominion,  that,  rather  than  not  be  a  king,  he  was  content 
to  ally  himself  with  the  disreputable  Peter  the  Cruel,  con- 
necting himself  with  the  ruined  and  disjointed  family,  by 
marrying  the  daughter  Constance ;  and  this  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  succeeding  to  the  title  of  King  of  Castille.  In 
order,  however,  to  realize  the  darling  object  of  his  am- 
bition— the  inheritance  of  the  English  crown,  he  moved 
every  engine  in  his  power  to  lessen  that  of  the  established 
clergy,  knowing  that  they  were  opposed  to  his  views,  and 
strenuous  for  the  legitimate  succession.  He  therefore 
espoused  the  doctrines  and  cause  of  the  first  great  eccle- 
siastical reformer,  Wickliffe,  industriously  exasperating 
against  the  regular  clergy  the  popular  discontent,  which 
had  at  this  early  period  become  prevalent  and  inveterate, 
by  reason  of  their  disgusting  appetite  for  obtaining  pos- 
session of  all  the  places  of  trust  and  honour.*    Chaucer, 

*  The  following  may  be  received  as  a  sample  of  the  justice  of  the 
nobles'  and  people's  discontent.  "  The  Archbishop  of  Canteiijury 
was  lord  chancellor ;  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wdls  was  lord  trea- 
surer ;  the  archdeacon  of  Lincoln,  privy  seal ;  David  Weller,  parson 
of  Summersham,  master  of  the  rolls ;  ten  beneficed  priests,  civilians, 
masters  in  chancery ;  William  Mulse,  dean  of  St.  Martin's-le-Grand, 
chamberlain  of  the  exchequer,  privy  purse,  and  master  of  the  jewel 
bouse;  William  Ashton,  archdeacon  of  Northampton,  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer ;  William  Dighton,  prebendary  of  St.  Martin's, 
clerk  of  the  privy  seal ;  Tohn  de  Troy,  priest,  treasurer  of  Ireland ; 
Snatch,  panoo  en  Oundle,  master  of  the  wardrobe;  John  Newham, 
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/~  dcnbt  frocn  an  honm  impulse  of  opposiiion  to  the 
^^***g  attbfahmcnt,  >uded  also  by  an  interested  desire  to 
~**»»Balc  the  views  of  hit  paiton,  became  involved  in  his 
^*rtliK«,  and  ascntiAlIy  helped  forward  the  cause  of  the 
^ffcnnaiion  by  his  formidable  attacks  upon  ihc  weak  and 
r^Wiipi  branches  of  the  cedes iasticaJ  government.  His 
^^Ic  love  of  justice  and  libcralily,  however,  would  not 
^^fo'  him  to  become  an  undiscriminating  and  malignant 
^poaer ;  if  therefore  he  lashed  the  whole  body  of  the 
WKjy  in  the  "  I'lownun's  Tale,"  and  in  his  treatise  en- 
Vafcd  "Jack  Upland,"*  he  has  rarely  omitted  availing 
Ibtttclf  of  (he  Of^nuniiy  of  eulogizing  such  individuals 
m  >cre  worthy  of  theit  calling ;  a  beautiful  instance  of 
ihb  occurs  in  his  character  of  the  Poor  Parson,  in  the 
PnJogiie  to  the  Canterbury  Talcs. 

Theie  have  not  been  wanting  partisans  of  Chaucer,  who 
other  from  affected  leal  for  his  reputation,  or  from  re- 
ripotu  ponisanship,  have  ventured  to  question  the  fact  of 
bu  bung  author  of  "Jack  Upland,"  and  of  "  The  Plow- 
inai)*>  Tale  :  "  could  such  persons,  however,  reduce  their 
tpBculatioB  to  a  matter  of  certainty,  they  would  but  leave 
the  ofnnions  of  the  poet  unchanged  ;  fur  there  is  abun- 
dant proof  remaining  scattered  thrtiugh  various  produc- 
tioB^  unquesllunably  his  writing,  which  stamp  him  the 
tacmy  of  corrupt  priestcraft,  and  the  friend  of  ccclesi- 
anical  rvgencntion.  The  "  Komaunt  of  the  Rose"  con- 
taias  tome  bitter  invectives  against  the  ecclesiastics  ;  and 
the  >ane  spirit  frctjuently  betrays  itself  (indeed  upon 
tiei;  given  occasion)  throughout  the  Canterbury  Tales, 
Thcae  two  important  works  having  been  written  at  the 
mremc  periods  of  his  literary  life,  rationally  involve  the 
coodutiuift.  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  complexion 
ti  hn  religious  faith,  his  opinions  regarding  the  necessity 
fw  a  moral  reformation  in  the  lives  of  the  priesthood  rc- 
mufMNl  unchanged.    The  venerable  heretic,  John  Fox, 
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after  alluding  to  the  industry  of  the  popish  clergy  in 
quenching  and  stamping  into  the  earth  those  treatises 
which  tended  to  overthrow  the  fabric  of  their  hierarchy, 
considers  the  preservation  of  the  above  works  of  our  poet 
in  the  light  of  an  especial  providence.  When  in  his  leal, 
however,  as  a  seceder  from  the  '*  Mother  Church,"  he 
proceeds  to  class  Chaucer  among  the  doctrinal  lefoi uicm, 
and  as  an  uncompromising  Wicklifiite,  he  evidently  en- 
deavours to  ''  prove  too  much/'  or  the  confession  on  the 
part  of  the  subject  of  our  memoir  must  become  valueless. 
The  following  is  the  passage  from  Fox  referred  to  : — **  I 
marvel  to  consider  this,  how  that  the  bishops  condemning 
and  abolishing  all  manner  of  English  books  and  treatises 
which  might  bring  the  people  to  any  light  of  knowledge, 
did  yet  authorize  the  works  of  Chaucer  to  remain  still,  and 
to  be  occupied,  who  no  doubt  saw  in  religion  as  much 
almost  as  we  do  now,  and  uttereth  in  his  works  no  lets, 
and  seemeth  to  be  a  right  Wicklivian,  or  else  there  was 
never  any ;  and  that  all  his  works  almost,  if  they  be 
thoroughly  advised,  will  testify  (albeit  it  be  done  in  mirth 
and  covertly),  and  especially  the  latter  end  of  his  third  book 
of  *The  Testament  of  Love,'  for  there  purely  he  toucheth 
the  highest  matter,  that  is,  the  conununion,  wherein  ex- 
cept a  man  be  altogether  blind  he  may  espy  him  at  the 
full ;  although  in  the  same  book  (as  in  all  other  he  useth 
to  do)  under  shadows  covertly,  as  under  a  vizor,  he  sub- 
ometh  truth  in  such  sort  as  both  privily  she  may  profit  the 
godly-minded,  and  yet  not  be  espied  of  the  crafty  adver- 
sary ;  and  therefore  the  bishops,  belike  taking  his  words 
but  for  jests  and  toys,  in  condemning  other  books  yet 
permitted  his  books  to  be  read.  So  it  pleased  God  then 
to  blind  the  eyes  of  them  for  the  more  commodity  of 
his  people,  to  the  intent  that  through  the  reading  of  his 
treatises,  some  fruit  thereof  might  redound  to  his  church, 
as  no  doubt  it  did  to  many.  As  also,  I  am  partly  in- 
formed of  certain  which  knew  the  parties, which  to  them 
reported  that  by  reading  Chaucer's  works  they  were 
brought  to  the  true  knowledge  of  religion  :  and  not 
unlike  to  be  true,  for  to  omit  the  other  parts  of  his  volume, 
whereof  some  are  more  fabulous  than  other,  what  tale  can 
be  more  plainly  told  than  *The  Tale  of  the  Ploughman,' 
&&"    The  solution  of  the  above  question  appears  to  be 
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;  cither  thai  the  bishops  felt  the  task  to  be  hopeless, 

,lf  MUUhUaiine  (he  polemical  treatises  of  so  popular  a 

Chauecr  ;  or,  that  they  were  satisfied  with  his 

nskm  o(  £»iih,  considering  it  an  answer  to  the  parti- 

ti  the  new  heresy :  if  these,  therefore,  derive  matter 

cot^fnUBUtioa  from  the  same  source,  the  result  must 

ivolvc  the  unplcosnnt  dilemma  that  he  was  either  a 

~  r."  Of  at  best  an  unsatisfaaor>-  champion  for 

Ktber  cauK. 

But  to  return  to  the  proceedings  of  our  poet's  patron, 
ihr  Uukc  of  Lincnaier.  Although  he  numbered  many 
puiisaiu  DUKing  the  nobility,  and  was  tacitly  counten- 
KBced  by  the  bng  himself  [who  favoured  [he  doctrines  of 
Widdiffe)  in  his  opposition  to  the  clergy  ;  the  war>-  old 
nmarcb  was  iteTvnhckss  not  blind  to  the  motive  which 
btti  roosed  bis  son  to  that  action ;  he  therefore  promptly 
rcMlred  upon  the  wise  and  just  course  of  obviating  future 
diaconl  &ad  commotion,  by  declaring  Richard  of  Bour- 
dcsux,  WD  of  the  Black  Prince,  heir  to  the  crown,  to  the 
no  small  envy  and  mortification  of  the  Duke  of  Lancaster. 
The  next  public  employment  in  which  we  find  Chaucer 
CBKagcd,  is  that  of  ambassador,  having  been  sent  out  to 
France  in  conjunction  with  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  and 
Sir  Richard  Sturry,  to  negotiate  a  match  between  the 
|daiicfncr  irf  the  French  king,  and  the  young  Prince  of 
W^O,  afterwards  Richard  1 1.  But  the  mission  terminated 
ooly  ifl  obtaining  n  prolongation  of  a  truce  between  the 
twa  cDUiitrics,  which  had  been  infringed  on  the  part  of 
tbc  French,  who  had  infested  our  coasts,  disturbing  the 
counc  of  tr-ulc. 

Richard  II.  having  succeeded  to  the  crown  of  his 
gniMlfjithcr,  June  3i,  1377,  the  Duke  of  Lancaster,  who 
■as  appointed  to  the  principal  share  in  the  regency  of 
■he  kingdom  (for  at  bis  accession  the  young  monarch  was 
bol  devcn  years  of  age),  resolved  toingialiaie  himself  with 
the  peiiple  by  solemniiing  the  coronation  with  unwonted 
B2tc  and  splendour  :  previously  lo  the  ceremony  therefore, 
a  conn  of  claims  was  instituted,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
uialnf  the  nglit  of  those  persons  who  advanced  any 
pTCtctuion  to  tninbicr  upon  the  occasion.  Among  these. 
Chancer  put  in  his  claim  in  behalf  of  his  ward,  the  son  of 
Sir  Edmund  Stajilegalc,  who  was  possessed  of  the  manor 
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of  Bilsington  in  Kent,  which  was  held  of  the  crown  by 
the  service  of  presenting  to  the  king  three  maple  cups  on 
the  day  of  his  coronation.  This  manor  had  been  pur- 
chased by  Sir  Edmond  Staplegate  of  the  father  of  Richard 
Fitz-Allen,  Earl  of  Arundel,  whose  family  had  been  in 
long  possession  of  it ;  and  it  was  set  forth  in  Chaucer's 
petition  that  the  manor  was  held  by  grand  sargeantry,  by 
the  owner's  discharging  the  office  of  chief  butler  at  the 
king's  coronation.  But  Richard,  Earl  of  Arundel,  con- 
troverted this  claim,  and  by  his  petition  and  plea  set 
forth,  that  the  office  of  chief  butler  belonged  to  his  family, 
and  was  never  annexed  to  the  manor,  his  ancestors  having 
enjoyed  it  both  before  they  held  that  manor  and  since 
they  parted  with  it,  and  therefore  he  demanded  it  as  his 
proper  right  The  issue  of  this  business  was,  that  the 
earl  so  far  carried  his  point  before  the  Duke  of  Lancaster, 
then  acting  as  lord  high  steward,  as  to  be  allowed  to 
officiate  for  that  time,  with  a  scUvo  jure  that  it  should  not 
infringe  the  right  of  Edmond  Staplegate,  or  any  who 
should  pretend  title  for  the  future.  This  ward  of  our  poet 
died  about  thirteen  years  after,  but  the  manor  continued 
in  the  family  till  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.* 

Among  other  acts  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  Richard 
confirmed  to  Chaucer  the  grant  of  twenty  marks  per 
annum  made  by  the  late  king ; — also  the  grant  of  the  daily 
pitcher  of  wine  :  and  in  the  following  year  we  discover 
him  under  the  immediate  protection  of  the  monarch  with 
regard  to  his  lands  and  possessions,  probably  from  some 
embarrassment  in  his  circumstances.  Speght  infers  that 
his  troubles  arose  from  his  having  sided  with  the  conunon 
people  in  their  political  contentions,  but  that  era  in  his 
life  had  not  yet  arrived.  Whether  his  difficulties  at  this 
time  arose  from  a  disregard  of  economy,  or  from  a  muni- 
ficent spirit  when  engaged  in  foreign  embassies,  it  would 
be  difficult  at  this  distant  period  to  determine. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  that 
prince  confirmed  to  Chaucer  and  his  wife  Philippa  the 
annuity  grants  that  had  formerly  been  made  to  them ; 
(that  to  the  latter  for  her  assiduous  attendance  upon  her 
queen)  and  on  the  8th  of  May,  1382,  he  received  in 
auidition  to  his  former  appointment  in  the  customs,  the 

*  BeU's  edit.  Chaucer.  life.  p.  99. 
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r*hip  of  smaller  customs ;  to  be  discharged  by 

ir  by  a  compdcnl  deputy,  for  whom  he  might  be 

I  to  become  responsible.    Aboui   the  same  period 

P  too,  tbc  poet's  soin,  Thomas,  married  Mnlilda,  daughter 
•f  Sir  Jolin  Burghcrshe  :  she  was  one  of  the  wealthiest 
bcirrt«c«  of  thai  time.  The  author  of  the  hfe  prefixed  to 
Bell'i  edition,  when  recording  the  fact  of  Chaucer's  em- 
burassment  stated  above,  ventures  an  hypothesis  that  the 
dtcuinstance  might  have  arisen  from  his  having  made 
tmt  an  his  persona)  estate  to  his  son  Thomas  Chaucer, 
■pan  ihe  marriage  of  the  latter  with  the  Lady  Matilda 
BiB^kcrsbc.  Such  a  mode  of  accounting  for  the  father's 
kavu^  thrawn  himself  under  the  protection  of  the  king, 
ikM  he  might  be  saved  from  his  creditors,  would,  if  it 
were  tnac,  pUcc  the  poet's  character  in  no  very  reputable 
Eght ;  as  therefore  the  conjecture  is  advanced  without 
itte  ihadow  uf  an  authority  to  substantiate  it,  the  question 
nuy  be  dismissed  with  no  farther  notice. 

Tbe  opinions  of  Wickliffe  that  had  for  years  been 
Ifaihcnns  heat  and  strength,  at  length  exploded  in  the  re- 
bcUioci  under  the  celebrated  Wat  Tyler.  The  doctrines 
tt  the  illtisirious  reformer,  however,  were  not  uniformly 
jropai^ted  m  the  pure  spirit  of  the  heavenly  promulgator 
«f  ChnMianity  ;  for,  one  of  WicklifTe's  disciples,  named 
South,  was  supported  by  men  of  substance  and  title,  who 
always  attended  him  armed.  In  their  leal  for  the  cause 
Arrcfore,  Knighton,  a  mild  writer  of  that  time  says,  that, 
■*  arliu  tbey  could  not  convince  by  reason  they  terrified 
HMO  ofNnkkD.'  This  Mahometan  mode  of  propagating 
idigioci,  however,  docs  not  attach  to  the  head  of  the  new 
KCt;  but  the  coarser  minded  followers,  as  Tyler  and  his 
naspCTUedcompanions,  wreaked  their  full  vcngeanccupon 
the  ctmrcb  dignitaries  who  fell  under  their  power.  They 
bchcxdcd  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  in  all  pro- 
tttbtlity  beld  the  office  ol  Lord  Chancellor,*  also  the  prior 
H  Sl  John's  near  ^mithtield,  (who  was  lord  treasurer,) 
buTMng  the  liac  priory  itself,  and  sacked  several  abbeys  : 

,  UBonc  others  those  of  Bury  and  St.  Albans,  The  op- 
frawins  d  the  Kovcmmeni,  it  is  true,  were  the  chief 
oue  of  Wat  Tyler's  rebellion,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
a  constituted  the  majority  of  the  governors ; 

*  Scenolr,  p.  16. 
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and  though  that  unsuccessful  rebel  was  doubtless  guilty  * 
of  piany  outrages,  and  innocent  men  suffered  with  guilty  - 
ones  by  the  "  wild  justice  "  of  himself  and  followers  (the 
unfailing  result  of  an  injured  and  irritated  people  clutch-  - 
ing  the  sword  of  administration),  yet,  upon  reading  the ' 
terms  he  stipulated  for  on  behalf  of  himself  and  fellow 
commoners,  they  will  be  found,  in  the  main,  so  just  and 
rational  as  to  sanction  the  resistance  of  the  governed  in 
the  event  of  their  not  being  complied  with.  • 

Neither  Chaucer,  nor  any  of  the  heads  of  the  reforming' 
party  can  be  included  in  this  rebellion,  since  the  members 
of  it  made  no  exception  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Lancas- 
ter, whose  palace  in  the  Savoy  they  burned  down.     Our 
poet,  indeed,  it  appears,  ceased  to  take  any  prominent 
part  in  the  new  doctrines,  when  he  saw  them  and  their 
authors  abandoned  by  his  patron ;  whose  desertion  of 
the  cause  bears  date  about  the  period  that  his  hopes  of 
success  against  the  clergy  for  the  fartherance  of  his  own 
political  views  were  dissipated.    Although,  however,  he 
deserted  the  cause  of  the  g^eat  reformer,  denouncing  his  • 
celebrated  attack  upon  the  eucharist,  as  '^  the  doctrine  of 
devils ;  "  and  finally  declined  supporting  him  in  his  appeal 
to  the  king  against  the  chancellor  and  heads  of  the 
university,  we  should  in  justice  add,  that  he  was  too 
high-minded  a  man  to  become  an  opponent  and  persecu- 
tor of  the  party  he  had  relinquished ;  if  he  "  withdrew  his 
hand  from  the  plough  "  of  reform,  and  "  turned  back,"  he 
nevertheless  exerted  himself  to  mitigate  the  fiery  zeal  of 
less  tolerant  and  weaker  heads.     'Mn  particular,  the  in- 
dustrious and  elegant  cultivators  of  science  and  intellect 
were  always  sure  of  his  friendship.     Dr.  Nicholas  Here- 
ford, the  most  refined  and  virtuous*  of  the  adherents  of 
Wickliffe,  is  said  to  have  ^escaped  the  bitterness  of 
death '  through  the  interposition  of  the  King  of  Castille ; 
and  even  William  de  Swinderby,  who  seems  to  have  been 
merely  an  unfortunate  maniac,  and  who,  being  cited  by 
Bokyngham,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  to  appear  before  him  in 
his  cathedral,  was  adjudged  to  be  *  fit  fuel  for  the  fire,'  • 
owed  his  life  to  the  accidental  arrival  of  the  same  prince, ; 
who  held  among  his  various  and  extensive  possessions  the  * 
lordship  of  the  castle  of  Lincoln.    No  Englishman  "was ' 
put  to  death  for  heresy  during  (he  life  of  the  King  of 
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^jidDc."*  The  part  which  Chaucer  acted  throughout 
»hii  Rianumble  struggle  is  somewhat  difficult  to  be  recon- 
-  iL-d  with  Rreai  strength  of  mind  and  consistency,  since 
,-. '.he  "TcMarocnt  of  Love  "  he  acknowledges  the  realpre- 
M3M  in  ihc  sacrament ;  ajid  in  his  retracUtion  renounces 
4U  he  nuy  have  wriiien  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  Roman  CACholic  hierarchy.  In  a  question  of  bith,  a 
nun  IS  ai  full  liberty,  it  is  true,  to  change  his  opinions  { 
IhM  the  doisg  so  at  the  last  peiiod  of  life  is  not  entitled  to 
bixh  coasidcniion,  when  neither  mind  nar  body  can  be 
nt  its  full  condition  of  elasticity.  Retractation  in  a  ques- 
tiun  ti  religious  creed  at  such  a  moment,  must  be  lightly 
Rijardnl  by  the  philosophical  mind ;  indeed,  at  any 
period  of  We,  till  the  pointed  question  of  PiJate — "  What 
ii  TRtmi  ?  *  be  decided,  it  is  of  Utile  more  importance 
(always  prtividing  that  the  motive  be  pure  and  con- 
•oentlnat)  than  changing  the  fashion  of  one's  gannent ; 
lor  to  use  the  homely  but  apt  illustration  of  Selden ;  "one 
wean  bis  dotiblet  plain,  and  another  clashed,  but  every 
mn  wcaf«  a  doublet ;  so  every  maa  has  a  religion  :  we 
ooly  £ffer  about  the  trimmings." 

We  ftow  come  to  the  period  of  the  poet's  .adversity  and 
lro«Ue%  In  the  year  1384,  the  Duke  uf  Lancaster 
bntog  been  charged  by  a  friar,  named  Latimer,  with  an 
monpt  to  murder  the  king,  the  informant  was  secretly 
aisuMiuuedby  LordHull  and  others,  under  whose  custody 
be  was  placed,  before  he  could  clear  his  charge.  How- 
nrr  tliis  block  act  may  reasonably  compromise  the 
innoccticc  of  (he  duke,  the  historians  and  biographers  of 
ikc  period  nevertheless  agree  in  declaring  the  whole 
affair  to  huve  been  a  plot  ftamed  by  his  enemies ;  and 
the  box.  knovnng  the  supple  conscience  of  his  infamous 
tool.  Jodge  Ttcsiljan,  determined  to  bring  him  to  trial. 
The  duke  knowing  the  danger  in  which  he  would  be 
placed  by  trusting  to  the  justice  of  his  enemies  with 
xach  a  man  al  their  head,  stood  upon  his  guard  in  the 
castk  of  Puateftact,  till  by  the  mediation  of  the  dowager 
rnoceta  of  Wales,  matters  were  arranged.  His  influence 
nd  iiucmt,  however,  from  this  moment  faded  to  a 
•hadow.  Mid  when  he  deserted  all  his  adherents  and 
prvtrr*'  bicnUs,  and  passed  over  sea,  they,  with  the  poet 
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among  the  rest,  began  to  experience  the  fiill  weight 
of  party  animosity.  The  political  opponents  of  the 
duke  had  long  watched  their  occasion  fbr  revenge^  and 
when  it  arrived  they  made  ample  use  of  it  By  every 
possible  means  they  could  devise  they  oppressed  his 
adherents,  while  these  in  turn  resorted  to  the  common 
alternative  of  exciting  popular  commotions.  In  <»e 
instance,  Chaucer  himself  was  not  an  unimportant  en- 
gine. A  man  named  John  Comberton,  or  John  of  North- 
ampton, a  partizan  of  the  duke's,  having  been  elected 
Mayor  of  London,  made  strong  interest  to  be  a  second 
time  returned  to  the  office,  upon  the  ground  that  he 
would  exert  himself  to  reform  the  abuses  which  had 
crept  into  the  government  of  the  corporation.  The 
contest  ran  so  strongly  that  the  citizens  broke  out  into 
open  insurrection,  and  Chaucer  joined  the  party  of  North- 
ampton. The  riot,  however,  was  quickly  suppressed ; 
one  of  the  rioters  was  beheaded,  the  candidate  North- 
ampton taken  into  custody,  and  active  search  was  made 
after  our  poet ;  but  he  had  made  his  escape  into  Hainault, 
from  whence  he  passed  into  France  ;  and  finding  that  the 
king  was  exerting  every  means  to  entrap  him,  he  removed 
into  Zealand.  It  appears,  from  collateral  evidence^  that 
his  wife  Philippa  accompanied  him  in  his  exile.  ^  Pru- 
dence (as  Mr.  Godwin  observes)  would  have  dictated 
their  separation."  The  principal  reason  for  his  avoiding 
apprehension  was,  because  he  had  heard  it  was  the  deter- 
mination of  the  court  to  make  him  betray  the  authors  of 
and  principal  agents  in  the  insurrection. 

He  had  now  become  a  wanderer  upon  the  earth,  dread- 
ing to  see  the  face  of  a  stranger,  lest  he  should  prove  an 
emissary  from  the  court  of  his  own  country  to  entrap  him. 
Several  accomplices  in  the  riot  had  also  followed 
the  poet  in  his  exile,  and  these  he  generously  supported 
from  his  own  reduced  means ;  and,  as  he  himseJf  says, 
remained  abroad  and  "concealed  their  privitie  longer 
than  he  should  "  for  his  own  personal  advantage ;  for  his 
partisans  at  home  had  speedily  made  their  peace  with  the 
government,  by  submission  and  acknowledgment  of  their 
offence :  yet  these  with  infinite  baseness  and  ingratitude 
not  only  proceeded  to  blacken  his  character,  but  even 
contrived  to  cut  off  the  remittance  of  his  supplies.    They 
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In  his  aponments,  and  never  accounted  to  him  for  ihe 
flCBl,  and  to  ihan,  ho|X'd  10  accomplish  his  death.  He 
deemed  thm  foithLT  mainienancc  oX  delicacy  towards 
SBcli  pamsans  irould  be  mete  romance ;  he  therefore 
id  upon  reluming  home.  We  may  here  remark, 
M  a  tfioRg  cofTobiiration  in  evidence  of  Chaucer's  self- 
apamtuion  not  having  been  altogether  undertaken  from 
•dbh  motivct,  but  ihat  he  might  screen  his  accomplices, 
ibe  sinipilar  circumstance  that  during  the  whole  period  of 
ki*  fctlrcBJcnt  his  situation  of  comptroller  was  filled  by 
Stpmff :  indeed,  when  he  was  finally  dismissed  from 
ofice,  CMilliCT  Richard  nor  his  ministers  were  ihe  persons 
to  ofe  han  ihc  indignity,  but  the  celebrated  Thomas  of 
Woodstock,  thai  king's  bitter  enemy,  and  for  some  time 
lord  and  masicr,  He  was,  therefore,  not  wholly  an  exile 
in  favoor  as  well  as  in  person,  and  he  must  have  been 
certain  thai  a  votunlary  confession  and  submission  on  his 
pMI,  wiHiltl  at  Icttst  prove  equally  advantageous  to  him  as 
to  llic  MhcT  members  of  the  insurrection  who  had  not  en- 
joyed the  cmul  favour.  He  did  return, — and  had  not 
loag  been  home  before  he  was  arrested  by  an  order  from 
Ae  Ung,  and  imprisoned,  as  it  is  supposed,  in  the  Tower. 
Here  be  was  subjected  (o  a  severe  examination  on  the 
part  of  the  council,  with  a  design  to  draw  from  him  the 
betrayal  of  hb  associates  :  he,  however,  evaded  their 
nbjrct  Long,  and  with  the  utmost  of  his  ingenuity,  till  ihey 
ai  length  informed  him  that  his  only  chance  of  obtaining 
the  n^ral  mercy  was  in  exposing  the  secrets  of  his  party. 
Hi*  tenacity  of  purpose  now  relaxed,  and  be  disclosed  all 
be  knew,  itnpeaching  at  the  same  time  the  persons  who 
bad  been  connected  with  him.  This  aa  in  his  life  is  the 
only  one  known,  thai  has  in  any  degree  tainted  his 
ncnory  ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  dismissed  without  exlcnua- 
tioa  ;  and  for  this  end  wc  shall  prefer  availing  ourselves 
<4  ihc  cool,  philosophical,  and  eloquent  defence  of  Mr. 
Gottwin,  10  any  arguments  that  wc  could  offer  in  behalf  of 
one  o(  the  vm^kx  eminent  as  well  as  most  estimable  beings 
Ml  "  Fame's  eternal  bead-rolL" 

"Thia,  undoubtedly,  is  the  circumstance  in  the  hfc  of 
OiatKcr  which  conveys  the  most  unfavourable  impression 
o(  Mm  to  modem  times.  He  stands  here  in  the  light  of 
a  pcfKMI  who  accepted  ihc  confidence  of  a  cenain  party  ; 
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who,  from  the  persuasion  that  they  might  safely  trust  him, 
was  admitted  into  their  secrets ;  who  partook  of  their 
counsels,  and  shared  their  attempts  ;  and  who  afterwards 
purchased  his  safety  by  betraying  his  associates.  Nothing 
can  justify  such  a  conduct,  but  the  supposition  that  the 
individual  by  whom  it  is  adopted  has  been  deluded  into 
some  project  of  an  exceedingly  criminal  nature,  that  he  is 
afterward  led  by  his  reflections  to  see  it  in  its  true 
enormity,  and  that  no  way  remains  to  prevent  the  perpe- 
tration but  by  a  judicial  impeachment ;  such  a  situation 
is  described  in  the  person  of  Jaffier  in  Abb^  St  Real's 
narrative  of  the  conspiracy  of  Venice.  In  that  case,  the 
treachery  employed  may  be  admitted  to  be  commendable, 
and  in  some  degree  to  atone  for  the  weakness  and  guilt 
incurred  by  the  accuser  in  the  beginning  of  the  trans- 
action. 

"  But  the  situation  of  Chaucer  was  by  no  means  of  this 
sort  The  confederacy  into  which  he  had  entered  was 
probably  a  commendable  one  ;  and  the  end  for  which  it 
had  been  formed  had  passed  by,  and  the  confederacy 
been  dissolved,  before  Chaucer  gave  information  respect- 
ing his  associates. 

"  What,  then,  were  the  motives  of  his  conduct  ?  He  has 
himself  assigned  one,  in  the  indignation  which  he  conceived 
against  them.  They  had  plotted  to  starve  him,  had  cut 
off  his  supplies,  and  embezzled  his  income.  He  probably 
thought  that  no  measures  were  to  be  kept  with  persons 
who  had  conducted  themselves  towards  him  so  basely. 
He  was  impatient  of  being  any  longer  accounted  their 
ally.  All  that  was  resentful  in  his  nature  was  stirred  up 
at  the  thought  of  the  treatment  he  had  endured,  and  he 
felt  as  if  it  would  be  an  offence  against  morality  and 
human  nature  to  suffer  such  villany  to  go  unpunished. 
These  sentiments  are  undoubtedly  congenial  with  the  mind 
of  a  man  deeply  injured ;  and  especially  when  the  injury 
proceeds  from  those  for  whom  he  has  sacrificed  much, 
whom  he  has  liberally  assisted  in  their  difficulties,  and 
for  his  connexion  with  whom  he  is  even  still  suffering 
calamity  and  distress.  Such  sentiments  may  extenuate 
what  is  offensive  in  the  conduct  of  Chaucer  in  this  instance, 
but  cannot  justify  it  He  who  pursues  retribution  for  the 
offences  of  others  should  firmly  refuse  to  obtain  it  by 
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^^^Pwhaps,  however.  Chaucer  was  influenced  in  his 
-"^-■"Uiee  with  ihc  importunities  and  threats  of  the 
V  by  a  certain  de^^e  of  timidity  and  irre- 
This  IS  a  very  coromoa  feature  of  human  cha- 
ncier ;  and  though  it  must  be  confessed  to  be  a  blemish, 
i*  BM  dcwnictivc  of  ihc  fundamental  principles  of  a  vir- 
tBom  t«nipcr.  Chaucer,  it  may  be,  was  inaccessible  to 
the  atucfcs  of  comiplion ;  be  boasts  verj'  loudly,  in  the 
perfomuncc  we  are  considering,  (the  '  Testament  of 
Love,*)  of  his  unimpeachable  integrity  in  the  execution 
ti  ha  fnncUans  as  a  servant  of  the  crown.  He  was  not 
cosily  imtnudated,  or  induced,  by  calamity  or  fear,  to 
larti  aside  from  his  course  :  be  was  for  a  considerable 
period  faithful  to  his  engagements  with  his  associates, 
and,  ai  be  irlls  us,  'concclcd  their  privitie  longer  than 
be  ibaakL'  Such  a  man  might  be  an  excellent  member 
tt  ptivAte  and  domestic  society,  a  true  patriot,  and  a 
inniine  la««r  of  mankind ;  he  might  be  a  stranger  to  the 
tcMnh  passions,  and  to  that  mutability  which  is  so  pcr- 
■Uboni  to  the  best  purposes  of  life  ;  generous,  tender, 
aleOMIiair,  warm  hearted,  and  charitable.  With  such 
mdwtttcnta  n  man  might  have  passed  through  life  In 
twenty  dilfctcnt  stations,  and  not  a  speck  of  soil  have 
tiltenc<l  upon  the  whiteness  of  his  actions ;  had  not  that 
m^  tem|itation  occurred  against  which  atone  he  wiis 

I  proof,  had  not  fortune  maliciously  conspired  to  direct 
Utuks  against  the  only  imperfect  and  vubierablc 
oca 
accc 
Incn 
.,^>  ihr 


In  csumaling  the  morality  of  Chaucer's  conduct  on 
ocotsion,  it  is  also  incumbent  upon  us  to  take  into 
'accoont  the  length  of  his  misfortunes  and  his  Im- 
m  the  documents  and  the  reasonings 
re  produced  il  seems  clearly  lo  follow,  that  his 
the  Tower  endured  for  no  less  a  period 
ihre«  years.  He  had.  perhaps,  been  an  exile  for 
two  yean  previously  to  his  imprisonment.  He  had  passed 
ihraaifh  an  accutnalation  of  evils ;  starved  for  want  of 
tainttaac«>  abroad,  and  induced  to  sell  the  slender 
pinaiKX  which  renuiined  to  him  in  the  form  of  a  pension,  < 
tor  subctitencc:     He  wbosc  resolution  holds  out  during 
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five  years  of  calamity  and  distress,  is  no  fickle  and 
effeminate  character.  If  Chaucer,  who  had  witnessed 
the  anarchy  of  his  country,  and  the  tragical  scenes 
which  were  transacted  almost  in  his  presence,  who  had 
been  reduced  to  barter  his  last  resources  for  bread,  and 
who  saw  an  affectionate  wife  and  a  cherished  ofi^pring 
in  danger  to  perish  for  want,  felt  at  length  subdued  and 
willing  to  give  up  somewhat  of  the  sternness  of  his  virtue, 
we  may  condemn  him  as  moralists,  but  we  cannot  fail 
in  some  degree  to  sympathize  with  feelings  which  make 
an  essential  part  of  our  nature. 

''  One  idea  arises  in  this  place,  which  cannot  fail  to 
strike  us  as  interesting  and  instructive.  Chaucer  tells  us 
that  his  conduct  in  this  instance  involved  him  in  a 
torrent  of  ill-will,  and  brought  upon  him  the  charge  of 
being  false,  lying,  base,  and  ungratefuL  It  was  principally 
to  defend  himself  against  these  charges,  that  he  com- 
posed his  elaborate  performance  of  the  'Testament  of 
Love.' 

'Mt  is  probable  that  the  lapse  of  a  single  generation 
would  have  blotted  out  from  the  memory  of  his  country- 
men these  censures  upon  the  '  father  of  English  poetry.' 
Who  now  appears  as  his  accuser  ?  Chaucer :  Chaucer 
only.  We  have  no  evidence  but  what  we  draw  horn, 
this  production, — that  he  was  ever  concerned  in  the 
turmoils  of  the  city,  that  he  was  an  exile,  a  prisoner  in 
the  Tower,  and  that  he  was  finally  led  by  resentment  or 
by  terror  to  the  dishonourable  act  of  impeaching  his  con- 
federates. Little  did  the  poet  think,  when  he  sat  down  to 
make  this  laborious  apology  for  his  conduct,  that  he  was 
hereby  perpetuating  an  imputation,  which,  without  his  in- 
terference. Time  was  preparing  to  blot  out  for  ever  from 
the  records  of  memory,  while  his  poetical  compositions 
were  destined  to  render  him  dear  to  the  lovers  of  the 
muse  as  long  as  the  English  language  shall  endure.  How 
feeble  and  erroneous  are  the  calculations  of  the  wisest  of 
mankind ! "  ♦ 

Shortly  after  his  enlargement  from  the  Tower,  that  is, 
in  the  year  1389,  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  **'  Qerk 
of  the  Works,"  at  a  salary  of  two  shillings  per  diem.  The 
duty  attendant  upon  his  conmiission  was,  to  superintend 

*  Godwin's  Life  of  Chaucer,  vol.  U.  410.  edit 
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I,  repair,  and  embellishment  of  the  king's 
■nnskxu,  paries,  and  domains.  To  the  "  Good  Queen 
Ann "  be  *nu  indebted,  who  obtained  for  him  both  his 
iibcnr  and  this  appointinenl* 

ll  bjM  been  seen  thai  by  the  retirement  of  the  Duke  of 
LanoMei  from  ilic  country,  our  poet  had  become  exposed 
u  (he  rage  of  his  enemies.  These  bad  multiplied  since 
his  tatc  confession  in  the  Tower.  The  conscience  of  the 
ihike  had  also  upbraided  him  on  account  of  his  disre- 
ymble  connexion  with  Lady  Swrinford ;  he  therefore 
moned  to  the  conventional  mode  of  expiating  his  fault 
by  wporating  himself  (mm  her.  This  proceeding  mul- 
tiplied the  sum  of  Chaucer's  perplexities,  and  naturally ; 
for  being  connected  by  marriage  with  the  sisier  of  that 
bdy,  he  was  not  mcrdy  deprived  of  those  numerous  ser- 
nccs  which  a  woman  who  possesses  any  influence  over 
Uk  nund  or  affections  of  her  lord  is  always  enabled  to 
rendn  to  her  relations  and  friends  ;  but  her  very  state  of 
dcscnion  aRbrded  his  0[>poncnts  nn  additional  means  for 
Irimnph.  This  double  abandonment  on  the  part  of  the 
di)fcc(lh»i  of  his  mistress  and  adherents)  admits,  how- 
ever, of  defence  upon  both  points  ;  upon  the  one,  that  he 
afterwards  made  ample  restitution  lo  an  amiable  and 
woftby  woman  fur  the  false  piosition  in  which  he  had 
|Aaced  ber  in  society,  by  legally  making  her  his  wife ;  and 
on  the  other,  that  he  had  passed  over  into  Castille  for 
the  poffMue  of  claiming  his  ri^t  of  succession  to  that 
crwti.  His  success  in  this  expedition  appears  to  have 
been  vsrioos  and  unequal ;  for  although  he  failed  In  the 
nain  object  of  his  attempt,  that  of  being  created  king, 
}CI  be  piuvided  fur  his  daughters ;  the  one  succeeding  to 
be  Queen  of  Caslille,  and  the  other  Queen  of  Portugal. 
Like  a  sagacious  warrior  and  politician  both,  he  amply 
imleinmGed  himself  for  his  disappoincmeni  in  Ihc  chief 
ot^cct  of  hi*  iimbliion,  by  securing  the  next  advantage  to 
be  drawn  froin  his  expedition — the  accomplishment  of 
wcahJL  Conlcmporary  historians  relate  that  lie  was  at- 
Unded  on  hit  rrtum  home  by  an  accumulation  of  treasure 
thai  hMiled  forty-seven  mules.  His  return,  and  the  pros- 
penm  (tote  of  his  rerenue,  gave  new  hopes  to  the  party 
atlMbed  to  him  :  his  credit  at  court  also  bad  risen  with 
•  OadwUi'i  Ub  of  Ctuiicer.  *oL  ii-  4to.  edit.  p.  501. 
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his  swollen  fortune ;  so  much  so  indeed,  that  die  king; 'in 
full  parliament  assembled,  created  him  Duke  of  Aqui- 
•  taine,  and  commissioned  him  to  go  and  preside  over  that 
fine  principality. 

With  his  dismissal  of  the  Lady  Catherine  Swinford,  the 
Duke  of  Lancaster  did  not  abandon  his  long  affection 
towards  her ;  for,  upon  revisiting  his  native  country,  he 
made  over  to  her  grants  and  pensions  of  consido^le 
amount,  upon  the  ostensible  plea  of  reward  for  the  care 
she  had  bestowed  in  educating  his  two  daughters,  Philippa 
and  Elizabeth ;  such  at  least  is  the  reason  conveyed  in 
the  words  of  the  grant,  which  are  these : — "  For  the 
good  and  agreeable  service  which  our  thrice  dear  and 
most  beloved  Lady  Catherine  Swinford,  the  mistress  of 
our  most  beloved  daughters,  hath  rendered  to  our  said 
children,  we  have  given  and  granted,"  &c.  The  real 
motive,  however,  for  this  manifestation  of  his  gratitude 
and  affection  for  her  solicitude  and  gentle  demeanour, 
appears  to  have  been  grounded  in  the  reflection  that  she 
was  the  mother  of  another  br^ch  of  his  family,*  to  whom 
he  had  given  the  name  of  Beaufort,  from  a  castle  so 
called  in  Anjou,  and  which  he  inherited  through  Blanche 
of  Artois,  Queen  of  Navarre.  This  part  of  his  family 
consisted  of  four  children,  viz.  : — John  Beaufort,  after- 
wards Earl  of  Somerset ;  Henry  Beaufort,  afterwards  the 
noted  Cardinal  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  England;  Thomas  Beaufort,  Earl  of  Dorset, 
afterwards  Duke  of  Exeter ;  and  Joan,  first  married  to 
Sir  Robert  Ferrers  of  Oversly,  and  -afterwards  to  Ralph, 
Earl  of  Westmoreland.  Chaucer,  therefore,  by  his  mar- 
riage with  the  sister-in-law  of  the  Duke  of  Lancast^, 
became  allied  to  eight  kings,  four  queens,  and  five 
princes  of  England ;  to  six  kings  and  three  queens  of 
Scotland ;  to  two  cardinals,  upwards  of  twenty  dukes, 
almost  as  many  duchesses  of  England ;  several  dukes  of 
Scotland,  besides  to  as  many  potent  princes  and  eminent 
nobility  in  foreign  parts.  But  the  lineal  descendants  of 
the  poet,  by  the  female  line,  had  nearly  succeeded  to  the 
crown  of  England ;  for  Alice,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Chaucer,  married  the  celebrated  William  de  la  Pole, 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  whose  name  is  so  closely  connected  with 

*  Life,  BeU's  edit 
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that  of  ibc  RiMCuliitc  Margarei  of  Anjou.  Richard  III. 
dechrcd  John,  E*ri  of  Lincoln,  the  grandson  of  Alice  by 
tbe  Doke  of  SuHbllc.  heir  lo  the  throne  in  right  of  his 
HMitlier,  EUnbetb  Plajitu^net,  eldest  sister  of  Edward 
IV.  LiiKoin  joined  ihe  party  of  the  Duchess  of  Bur- 
jpudy,  who  promoted  the  cause  of  the  impostor.  Lambert 
SiBBel,  and  perished  on  the  field  of  battle  fought  agninst 
Henry  VII.  at  Stoke,  in  Nottinghamshire.  Edmund  de 
la  Pole,  brother  of  the  preceding  and  last  of  the  Suffolk 
Euuly,  was  executed  for  an  aa  of  treason  against  the 
MiBC  moiurch,  he  hating  been  pardoned  by  him  some 
)can  before,  when  in  a  sudden  lit  of  passion  he  had 
killed  a  tnim.  With  Edmund,  the  lineage  of  Chaucer 
becanoc  cuinct. 

Dming  the  absence  of  Lancaster,  Chaucer  had  secluded 
hmttctf  from  the  world  in  his  lovely  retreat  at  Woodstock, 
mice  become  An  object  of  deep  interest  from  that  clrcum- 
sUncc,  and  exalted  into  equal  celebrity  with  the  Mantua 
of  Vif^  the  \'auc}euse  of  Petrarch,  and  the  V'aJle  delle 
Dame  at  Boccaccio.  Few  persons  not  wholly  indifferent 
in  tbe  charm  and  sentiment  of  association,  would  pass 
Blenheim  wiiboui  turning  their  steps  to  this  Mecca  of 
our  poet,  there  to  offer  the  simple  homage  of  admiration 
and  gratiiode  due  to  extraordinary  genius.  Here  may 
Kill  be  Uaced  in  his  lines,  as  by  a  chart,  the  walks  he  was 
accntnmed  to  take  in  the  prime  of  the  day,  when  the 
vat  looked  "  ruddy  and  brode "  through  the  morning 
rapour;  when  the  dew,  "like  silver  shining,"  was  upon 
thc''t«eci  grass,"  and  his  beloved  daisy  was  beginning 
W  unfold  its  pinky  lashes.  Here  is  still  the  rivulet  by 
which  he  coasted,  with  its  water  "  clear  as  ber>l  or  crys- 
tal," and  the  "  walled  park  of  green  stone ;"  here  is  the 
'  ftnh  hawthorn  in  white  motley,  that  so  sweet  docih 
yunel):"  and  the  birds  are  cropping  the  "small  buds 
and  ronnd  blossoms ; "  and  the  "  little  well  under  the  hill, 
with  ita  tiuick  streams  and  cold,  and  the  gold  gravel,  and 
Ihe  banks  environing,  soft  as  velvet."  How  exquisite  are 
thc«c  rand  associations  with  the  mind  and  hnbits  of  a 
Cnai  p*>cf.  compared  with  those  of  the  artificiiil  world ! 
Who  in  thinking  of  Chaucer  connects  him  with  the  comp- 
traOenhip  of  the  customs,  or  as  page  to  Edward  III.? 
Yel  ihcK  employments,  with  all  tlieir  temporal  bcncfiis. 
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brought  with  them  much  labour  and  anxiety ;  while  the 
beneficent  Spirit  of  Nature  rewarded  him  during  life 
with  untroubled  calm  and  happiness  while  a  devotee  at 
her  shrine,  and  after  death  with  a  crown  of  glory,  as  fresh 
and  vivid  as  the  recurring  flowers  that  she  sprinkles  over 
her  green  lap ! 

We  have  already  observed  that  Chaucer's  first  resi- 
dence at  Woodstock  may  be  traced  back  pretty  accu- 
rately to  the  year  1359,  and  that  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  his  life  was  passed  in  this  lovely  retreat  It  is 
difficult,  however,  to  reconcile  the  two  circumstances  in 
his  history, — of  his  seclusion  there,  and  of  his  attendance 
at  the  Customs  where  he  is  reported  to  have  so  punctu- 
ally made  his  "  reckeninges."  There  he  was,  at  all  events, 
during  the  period  just  named ;  and,  in  his  poem  of  the 
Dream,  celebrating  the  marriage  of  John  of  Gaunt  written 
years  before,  he  describes  himself 

"  Within  a  lodge  out  of  the  way 
Beside  a  wdl  in  a  forest ; " 

and  in  the  same  composition  depicts  the  room  in  which 
his  "  dream  "  took  place, — 

"  In  a  chamber  paint 
Full  of  stories  old  and  divers, 
More  than  I  can  as  now  rehearse ; " 

yet  he  tells  us  that  there  were 

"  On  the  walls  old  portraiture 
Of  horsemen,  hawk^,  and  of  hounds. 
And  of  hurt  deer,  all  full  of  wounds, 
Some  like  bitten,  some  hurt  with  shot." 

Again,  in  his  Book  of  the  Duchess,  written  about  the  year 
1 370,  his  description  is  more  minute ; —  » 

"  His  chamber  was 
Full  well  depainted,  and  with  glass 
Were  all  the  windows  well  yglas6d. 
Full  clear,  and  not  a  hole  ycrased  ^ 
That  to  behold  it,  was  great  joy: 
For  wholly  all  the  story  of  Troy 
Was  in  the  glazing  ywrought  thus; 
Of  Hector  and  King  Priamus. 
Achilles  and  King  Laomedon. 
And  eke  Medea  and  Jason, 

'  Ycrased--4mu/,  broken. 
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(HPifii.  Hdm,  ind  Lavine: 
Aad  aU  thr  wall)  ollh  coloui  line 
Wtre  tainlnl.  Imih  ihe  ten  and  glose,' 
Aad  aU  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rose.' 

TLii  lajjc,  within,  at  upon  the  border  of  Woodstock 

h*.«majr  infer  was  prrsenled  to  our  poet  byEd»-ard 

Ill.ohijqncen; — we  may  also  infer  that  hLs  presence 

■u  coutinl  by  his  patrons,  seeing  that  they  had  domicll- 

I    ti'Riluinso  near  to  I  he  pdlace, — Woodstock  being  one 

I   rf  thai  king's  residences.     From   first  to  last,   Chaucer 

I  •Kopidl  this  spot  thirty  years  ;  for  here,  according  to 

I   bditioii,  be  iranslaicd  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rose  :  here 

•»  Ht  wrote   (or  perhaps  completed)  his  "  Treatise  on 

■it  Annobbe,"  which  he  compiled  for  the  use  of  his 

""nigwsoti,  Lewis,  then  only  ten  years  of  age,  but  whu 

ni  nevcTthdcas  so  far  advanced  in  learning  as  to  desire 

^  bthcr't  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  astronomy  ;  and 

koTit  ilic  age  of  sixty  years  he  commenced  hisgrandest 

•oHc— tlie  one  on  which  his  fame  reposes — the  Canter- 

<t*Ry  Tales.    That  a  book  combining  at  one  and  the 

utnc  lime  an  extraordinary  delineation  of  character,  a 

Od^itful  variety  of  incident,  a  richness  of  imagination,  a 

Tfoar  of  style,  and  animation  of  manner  almost  beyond 

4II  precedent,  should  have  been  written  by  a  tnan  afier  he 

vas  liny  years  old,  Alls  the  mind  with  wonder  and  admi- 

Abaat  four  years  after  the  period  of  his  undertaking  the 
Canicrlnny  Tales,  Chaucer  again  became  a  pensioner  of 
:he  ctown.  In  the  month  of  February,  1394,  he  received 
40  addition  to  hb  income  in  a  bequest  from  the  crown  of 
:o/.  per  annum,  about  360/.  in  modem  money.  Mr. 
'lodwin  assumes  thzit  his  necessities  had  induced  him  to 
ippjy  for  ihii  assistaiice;  but  as  no  document  corrobo- 
ntting  the  conjecture  exists,  it  were  better  for  the  character 
•i  uuT  poet  that  it  shoidd  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
ft«  gift.— perhaps  nt  ihc  renewed  instance  of  his  staunch 
pwrnnes*  Queen  Aim,  who  did  not  die  till  June  in  the 
omc  year,  and  who  with  theieal  of  a  true  female  partisan. 
i«ald  kerp  no  luke-warm  and  half  measures  with  fricnd- 
thip.  .She  may,  therefore,  in  anticipation  of  her  approach- 
mif  d^easc,  have  been  anxious  to  secure  to  him  an  ample 

■  QIUM — gloisaij.  key. 
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This  excellent  woman,  and  who,  on  account  of  her 
amiable  qualities  liad  acquired  the  appellation  of  ''  The 
Good  Queen  Ann,"  was  sister  to  the  Emperor  Winceslaus, 
King  of  Bohemia.  She  formed  one  of  the  noble  sister- 
hood whom  the  muse  of  Chaucer  delighted  to  honour. 
It  was  at  her  conmiand  that  he  wrote  "The  Legend  of 
Good  Women,"  in  atonement,  as  reported,  for  the  scandal 
that  the  poet  had  given  the  whole  sex  by  recording  the 
infidelity  of  the  too  light-hearted  Cressida.  Richard, 
however  weak  in  head,  possessed  nevertheless  a  strong 
domestic  affection  :  a  proof  of  this  appears  in  his  having, 
in  the  bitterness  of  his  anguish,  ordered  the  palace  of 
Sheen  to  be  destroyed  after  the  death  of  his  consort,  "  who 
left  behind  her,"  says  Mr.  Godwin,  "a  character  inex- 
pressibly dear  to  the  king  and  the  nation." 

The  "  Legend  of  Good  Women,"  comprises  the  stories 
of  Cleopatra,  Thisbc,  Dido,  Hypsipyle,  Medea,  Lucretia, 
Ariadne,    Philomela,   Phyllis,  and   Hypermnestra.      Of 
these,  some  individuals  will  scarcely  range  under  the 
title  bestowed  upon  them  ;  seeing  that,  according  to 
modern    opinion,   their  conduct  would  be  amenable  to 
moral  reproach.       For  his  present    purpose,  however, 
Chaucer  evidently  satisfied  himself  with  their  truth  and 
fidelity  in  love.     But  indeed,  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
book,  he  appears  to  be  inwardly  smiling  at  the  principle 
upon  which  he  was  required  to  write  it,  viz.  that  of  making 
an  amende  honorable  to  the  wounded  fair  ones.     He  has, 
therefore,  not  merely  softened  the  tone  of  some  of  the 
narrations  where  these  would  have  revolted  the  ear  of  his 
task-mistress,  but  he  has,  with  an  agreeable  gallantr)*, 
somewhat  exaggerated  the  treachery  and  infidelity  of  the 
betrayers    of   his  heroines.      He  cautions  his    readers 
against  the  allurements  of  our  sex  in  a  spirit  of  badinage 
lurking  beneath  an  air  of  gravity  so  pleasantly  insincere, 
that  one  almost  instinctively  pictures  his  countenance  at 
the  moment  of  writing,  with  its  downcast  eyes  and  sweet- 
humoured  smile.    Thus,  we  have  an  instance  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  story  of  Philomela: — 

"  Ye  may  beware  of  men  if  that  ye  list : 
For  all  be '  he  will  not  for  his  shame 
Doen  as  Tercus,  to  lese  '  his  name, 


*  All  be—  although.      •  Lese — lose. 
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Xw  trm  jou  as  a  murilacr  or  n  knnve ; 
Full  Uiilc  whIM  iluti  re  true  him  h>i<c, 
niul  will  I  aav.  M  were  lie  now  niy  brotlier), 
Itat  if  ID  b«  ■  Ihol  he  rn-ij  havt  miiiii  oikcr.  '* 

a  Jl  the  «u!  of  (he  IcKoid  of  Phyllis : — 

"  Brwan  je  women  of  jrour  ™blle  foe, 
panre  yn  thu  ilnT  men  may  m«innlc-  iee), 

July  following  ihe  death  of  Queen  Ann,  and 

^nke  of  Lancanler  was  abroad  in   France,  his 

nice,  died,  and  was  buried  with  suitable 

Irmnity  at  Leicester.    The  duke  returned  at 

PoT  the  same  year ;  and  either  not  meeting,  or 

ing  that  he  did  nor  meet,  with  a  cordial  reception 

t,  withdrew  to  Lincoln,  the  residence  of  his  favourite, 

;  Swinford,     His  old  attachment  nowrcvjved; 

d  ahbough  the  person  of  the  lady  did  not  present  those 

nuly  aiirJtctions  of  youth  and  beauty  for  which  she  had 

been  vt  cdcbraled,  the  qualities  of  her  mind  and  heart 

^^■crr  unaltctcd  :  to  his  hunour  therefore,  hu  made  her,  by 

^^^BwRuI  martiitgc,  that  restitution  already  alluded  to,  and 

^^^pkli  ^bc  amply  merited.     The  ceremony  took  place  in 

^^^Wk    This  union  in  the  first  instance  ^ave  high  offence 

^^(th«  kad>c5  connected  with  the  royal  family  ;  but  the 

good  fctue,  placable  demeanour,  and  unaflected  humility 

of  ibetr  new  relation  so  quickly  smoothed  the  asperities  of 

Uie  whole  court,  that  the  kin^  carried  her  with  the  duke 

orer  to   rraocc,  when  he  married  the  daughter  of  the 

French  long,  wbnni,  on  account   of  her  slender  age,  he 

I   under   the   education   of  this   very   Duchess    of 

oter. 

r  change  of  alTairs  that  at  (his  period  had  taken 
ntbe  family  of  Chaucer,  proved  of  instantaneous 
U^  to  hiniself.  The  king  rc^c^ved  the  gr4nt  of 
nty  marks  per  annum  bestowed  by  his  grandfather, 
Edward  1 1 1.,  and  whicli,  in  his  distress,  the  poel  had  been 
etanpelled  to  dispnse  of. 

Inihe  foltowing  year  we  find  him  in  the  receipt  of  a 
l[iuit  of  a  pipe  of  wine  annually  (the  original  grant  of  the 
pacfacr  daily,  it  la  supposed,  had  been  discontinued),  to  be 

*  ThU  \%.  "  milHB  Ik  caa  Invc  no  odier."    *  Tnut— the  impcta- 
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delivered  from  the  Customs  of  the  port  of  LoniJon  by  li 
chief  butler,  his  son  Thomas,  who  had  b«n  appointed  ti 
that  office. 

Shortly  after  the  duke's  last  marriage,  we  find  Chauc< 
in  possession  of  the  castle  and  park  of  Donnington,  tl 
noble  presentation  of  his  princely  brother-in-law.* 
every  place  of  residence  connected  with  our  poet  n 
acceptable  to  the  reader,  we  give  the  following  a 
of  this  mansion  by  one  of  his  biographers. 
there  is  nothing  to  be  seen  of  this  ancient  structure  t 
what  raises  horror  and  concern :  a  battered  gateway  « 
two  towers,  and  some  small  part  of  the  shattered  w 


Uauiway  la  Uoniiijijttou 


being  all  the  remains  thereof.  The  grounds  about  It  and 
the  ruins  of  it  are  choked  with  brambles  and  overrun  with 
ivy  :  but  lest  the  place  of  its  situation  should  in  a  few  ytarl 
more  be  forgot,  I  shall,  as  plainly  as  I  can,  describe  il 
It  lies  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  Spinhamland  (the 
ancient  Spina  of  Anlonius),  n  mile  beyond  Newberry,  a 
the  same  side.  As  you  go  from  London  you  pass  over 
the  river  Kennct  to  the  village  of  Dunningion,  from  which 
there  is  a  pretty  sleep  but  pleasant  ascent  through  a  lane 
to  a  hill  under  the  castle,  where  stands  a  seat  fonnet^y 
belonging  to  the  Countess  of  Sandwich :  from  hence  arises 

•  Godwin. 
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e-bill,  very  steep,  and  not  unlike  that  whereon 
y  stands  m  Greenwich ;  and  from  this  hill 
■  Tery  fine  prospect  nf  several  counties.  On  the 
f  ihc  castle  a.re  level  grounds,  woodlands,  and 
The  ca&tic  iiscif  stands  in  a  pleasant  park, 
m  *hich  iherc  was  a  famous  oak,  called  Chaucer's  oak  ; 
nailer  Bbich,  as  tradition  taught,  he  wrote  several  poems. 
Mr.  Evelyn  gives  a  particular  account  of  this  tree,  and 
laji  Uktc  were  three  af  ihem  planted  by  Chaucer :  the 
kinic'i  oak.  the  queen's  oak,  and  Chaucer's  oak."  The 
tree  patiicuUrly  designated  by  Evelyn  as  the  one  which 
Chattcef  hiinscir  planted,  cannot  of  course  be  the  oak 
under  which  "tradition  leaches  that  he  wrote  several  of 
hn  poems."  Speght,  when  describing  the  Donnington 
state  and  castle,  speaks  of  "Chaucer's  oak,"  as  a  well- 
known  tree.  Ashmolc,  the  antiquary,  says  of  Donnington 
Catile,  thai  it  "was  erected  by  Sir  Richard  dc  Addcrbury, 
and  in  process  of  lime  tiecame  the  seat  of  Sir  Geoffrey 
ChAuccT,  the  prince  of  English  poetry,  who  composed 
KTcral  of  his  pieces  under  an  oak  in  the  park."  The  three 
(atnons  trees  therefore,  minutely  described  by  Evelj-n  as 
funning  cxceJlcnt  timber,  "  cutting  a  grain  clear  as  any 
—tlap-twanl,''  were  in  all  probability  not  planted  with 
~  Ulcer's  own  hand,  seeing  that  Spcght,  in  the  reign  of 
)  Eliiabeth,  describes  Ike  oak, — Chaucer's, — as  an 
li  tree.  They  were  fine  specimens  of  vegetable  growth, 
tcb  the  poet  dignified  with  the  names  recorded  above. 
Bin  this  pleasant  retirement,  Chaucer  spent  the  few  last 
1  of  his  life ;  living  in  honour,  and  esteemed  by  all, 
s  fof  Itis  learning  not  only  in  England,  but  in  foreign 


But  these  reluming  gleams  of  prosperity  and  happiness 
ia  his  taltCT  days  became  suddenly  clouded  by  the  death 
of  his  patron  and  relation,  John  of  GaunL  This  event 
occurred  on  ibe  3rd  of  February,  1399.  He  was  a.  prince 
who,  in  the  face  of  a  load  of  calumny,  the  major  part  of 
•hkh  arose  from  party  fury  and  misprision  of  his  motives 
gf  actios,  possessed  nevothelcss  many  noble  and  gene- 
rous qnaiiiiet.  The  unfavourable  features  in  his  cha- 
racter show  him  to  have  been  haughty  and  resentful ;  in 
Ime  «tth  vulgar  glory, — the  ruling  passion  of  his  age, — 
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and  a  worshipper  of  dominion.  Mr.  Godwin,  however, 
who  has  evidently  undertaken  the  part  of  his  eulogist^ 
pronounces  him  to  have  been  "  ever  loyal  to  his  prince,** 
adding,  and  apparently  with  justice,  that  he  was  *'  uni- 
formly mild  with  the  mild,  discriminating  in  his  friend- 
ships, constant  in  'his  attachments,  fraught  with  the 
social  spirit  and  with  humanity,  passionate  for  the  glory, 
the  liberties,  and  the  literature  of  his  country;  of  a  large 
and  liberal  mind ;  a  man  whose  affection  to  Chaucer  does 
equal  honour  to  both  parties ;  and,  in  a  word,  as  he  has 
been  held  by  a  multitude  of  his  countrymen  from  the 
fourteenth  century  to  the  present  hour,  one  of  the  most 
honourable  specimens  of  the  character  of  an  Old  English 
Baron  which  the  history  of  this  island  is  able  to  exhibit" 

Knighton,  the  historian,  when  speaking  to  the  character 
and  general  disposition  of  John  of  Gaunt,  calls  him  "the 
pious  duke,"  and  then  adds, — "let  no  man  wonder  that  I 
mention  him  by  this  appellation.  He  is  well  entitled  to 
it,  since  in  all  his  trials,  the  adversities  he  suffered,  and 
the  injuries  that  were  maliciously  heaped  upon  him,  he 
sought  no  revenge,  and  gave  no  instructions  to  that  pur- 
pose to  persons  who  would  readily  have  executed  his 
commands,  but  cheerfully  forgave  every  one  who  asked 
his  forgiveness.  In  one  instance,  the  apartment  in  which 
his  plate  was  laid  up  was  found  to  have  suffered  repeated 
depredations  from  certain  of  his  servants  or  dependants, 
and,  the  malefactors  being  detected,  the  officers  of  his 
establishment  to  whom  according  to  the  customs  of  the 
times  the  local  administration  of  justice  belonged,  pro- 
posed to  execute  summary  justice  upon  them ;  but  he 
forbade  them  to  proceed,  declaring  that  he  would  not 
consent  that  any  man  should  be  put  to  death  for  his  goodSy 
and  ordering  that  the  offenders  should  be  dismissed,  an 
oath  being  first  exacted  from  them  that  they  should  wholly 
abstain  from  the  family  and  palace  of  the  king,  from  his 
own,  and  from  those  of  his  brothers." 

The  loss  of  this  great  man  and  constant  friend  so 
severely  affected  our  poet,  that  the  event,  with  the  political 
troubles  immediately  succeeding  upon  it,  probably  hast- 
ened his  own  death,  which  happened  in  the  following 
year.  The  great  destroyer  had  cut  the  gordtan  knot  of 
all  his  early  attachments-^wife;  patron,  the  two  queens, 
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■be  Und-hcmtd  Blanche, — all  had  gone  to  ihdr  long 
bumc  He  was  left  ihc  only  withered  leaf  upon  Ihat 
italri}' branch.  We  form  no  friendships  Jnold  age;— our 
coriir  UQe»  dissolved,  nothing  is  left  to  us  but  lo  be  con- 
(oted  ifaat  those  we  luvcd  have  escaped  the  grief  of  sur- 

■■Thm  on  ihp  pwind.  which  Is  '  our'  molhcf's  gatr 
■To'  liiKick  wllh  wir  lUffcWly  and  late. 
And  wy  Ui  her.  '  Lave'  nmlhw.  tel  me  in,'  " 

CluuccT  had  now  whoHy  retired  from  the  world,  and  shut 
faiiBsdf  lip  in  his  castle  of  Dortnington. 

Daring  his  abode  here,  the  grcai  revolution  occurred, 
■hkh  placed  upon  the  throne  the  son  of  his  broiher-in- 
Uw.  John  of  tlaunt,  young  Henry  of  Lancaster,  better 
koown  as  Henry  IV.  AlUiough  such  an  event  in  a 
pulkical  potoi  of  view  could  not  have  been  an  unwelcome 
on«  lu  Chaucer,  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  contemplate  hia 
nmdiKi  upon  the  occasion.  We  do  not  find  that  with 
(he  worldling  .ind  courtier's  insincerity  he  pressed  forward 
111  cnnKraiul^ie  the  successful  usurper;  or,  which  is  in- 
liniicly  mirsc,  ihai  he  chuckled  over  ihe  miseries  of  his 
bic  kind  and  generous,  if  weak,  benefactor  :  yet  ibis 
actrable  baseness  attaches  to  the  memory  of  our  poet's 
fnend  Gowcr,  who,  with  the  callous  selRshness  ihat  not 
unfm|ucntly  accompanies  a  blind  old  age,  was  among 
ihe  firM  to  welcome  the  new  sovereign,  spuming  at  the 
Mine  lime  his  fallen  master  and  patron.  We  may  con- 
ceive how  the  generous  and  noble  soul  of  Chaucer  must 
»i*»r  re*'olied  at  such  miserable  ingratitude  in  a  brother 
poet.  Mr.  Godwin  has  heroically,  and  at  considerable 
icagth.  nnderlalccn  to  defend  the  memory  of  Gower  from 
lite  impulaiiuns  cast  upon  it  on  account  of  this  transaction. 
The  writer  of  Chaucer's  life  prefixed  to  Urry's  edition  of 
i!ii-  ;ii>cl'»  works,  remarks  that  ''the  respect  Chaucer  re- 
M;i'.:-ii  f<T  his  former  master,  Richard,  and  gratitude  for 
i>ii-  t.n'iurs  he  had  received  from  Imn,  kept  him  from 
'Miiipbn);  upon  his  memory,  and  basely  flattering  the 
new  king ;  «»  most  of  his  contemporaries  did,  and  par- 
lioitarly  Gnwcr.  who,  notwithstanding  the  obligations  he 
had  to  Ricbaid  II.,  yet,  when  old,  blind,  and  past  any 
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hopes  of  honour  or  advantage,  unless  the  view  of  keeping 
what  he  enjoyed,  basely  insulted  the  memory  of  his 
murdered  master,  and  as  ignominiously  flattered  his  mur- 
derer." Mr.  Tyrwhitt  also,  when  speaking  of  the  same 
poet's  work,  the  "  Confessio  amantis,"  says,  that  **  every 
thing  which  Gower  had  said  in  praise  of  Richard  in  the 
first  edition,  is  either  left  out^  or  converted  to  the  use  of 
his  successor  ^^  in  the  second.  Mr.  Godwin  is  compelled 
to  avow  the  correctness  of  this  charge ;  and  moreover  to 
acknowledge  that  he  received  from  Richard  the  order  to 
write  a  new  work :  yet  Mr.  Godwin  with  an  infelicity 
remarkable  in  so  calm  and  close  a  logicisui,  proceeds  to 
argue  upon  a  string  of  *'  probabilities  ^  as  to  the  obligations 
conferred  upon  Gower  by-  Richard ;  and  even  in  his  zeal 
of  begging  the  question,  goes  so  far  as  to  say,  that  ^  it  is 
probable  Gower  obtained  nothing  but  hopes  and  baffled 
expectation  in  return  for  what  he  had  done;"  concluding 
with  a  tone  of  triumph,  as  though  he  had  thoroughly 
made  out  his  case, — "  such  was  the  vast  weight  of  obli- 
gation which  the  poor  poet  was  bound  for  ever  to  remem- 
ber." The  poet,  as  a  man  of  honour,  or  even  of  common 
generosity  of  spirit,  was  "bound  to  remember"  that  the 
person  upon  whom  he  had  planted  his  heel  was  no  longer 
"  the  fountain  of  honour,"  the  dispenser  of  favours  and 
pensions,  but  a  fallen  monarch,  and  an  unhappy  man. 

Not  one  verse, — not  one  line,  however,  did  Chaucer 
address  in  the  way  of  adulation  to  the  usurper.  He  never 
even  alludes  to  him, — unless  indeed  an  exception  be  made 
with  regard  to  a  couple  of  lines  in  the  "  Envoy  "  to  some 
verses  entitled,  "Chaucer  to  his  Empty  Purse;"  and  when 
we  consider  the  multitude  of  compositions  that  were 
written  after  his  death,  in  imitation  of  his  style  and  at- 
tributed to  him,  these  may  be  of  that  number,  for  we  have 
no  proof  of  their  authenticity  :  yet  there  is  every  plausible 
ground  for  concluding  them  to  be  Chaucer's ;  for  after  the 
revolution,  he  had  returned  to  London  to  arrange  his 
affairs  at  court,  in  consequence  of  Henry's  having  annulled 
all  the  grants  and  acts  made  during  the  last  two  years  of 
his  predecessor's  reign.  The  compliment  alluded  to  in 
the  verses  just  mentioned  (if  compliment  it  may  be  called), 
is  the  following  : — 
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•■  O  conqutmr  o(  Brai*'!*  Allrion, 
Uliich  Uuil.  by  line,  and  fr«  el«:ii(Hi,t 
Bm  VrTf  king ;  Ihis  uma  jiou  1  sirnd : 
And  fc  llul  ohich  mar  nil  harms  amend, 
Han  miiuj  upon  taj  supplication." 

B,  hemafore  so  (requcmly  quoted,  argues  some- 
;tically  in  endeavouTing  to  throw  a  doubt 
^anlhctilicity  of  these  vetoes.  He  asks  whether 
e  ihal  the  proprietor  of  a  domain  like  that  of 
DwMiiMgioa  Castle,  the  unclc-in-law  of  the  powerTuI  Car- 
dUia)  bcMifan  And  his  brother^  and  father  of  the  man 
•bo  in  tbc  Kcond  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  was 
cbosm  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  could  be  re- 
duced to  such  extremity  as  not  to  have  the  means  of 
«anircying  himself  from  London  to  his  provincial  home  ? 
To  iritich  wewuuid  reply,  that  in  the  lir^t  place,  the  poem 
n  a  kumnnnis  one;  for  in  allusion  to  his  poverty,  he 
drsoribcs  himself  as  being  ■'  shaven  as  nigh  as  any  ftere," 
(frUf  1  ;  and  in  the  next  place,  having  seen  from  his  pre- 
Tiom  course  of  life,  that  he  was  a  man  of  free  and  social 
babtU,  ximI  by  no  means  a  methodical  regulator  of  his  ex- 
^aaate^  we  may  infer  that  (poetically  speaking)  he  was 
*  ihavcB  as  nigh  as  any  frere.'  Whether,  however,  he 
»e«  «  solicitor  or  not  at  the  court  of  the  usurper,  thai 
bag  In  ciglitcen  days  after  his  accession  renewed  to  him 
(11  bU  funnicr  grams,  and  6ve  days  previously  to  this 
ntificaiion,  of  his  own  free  will,  settled  upon  him  an  ad- 
(btioaal  pensiain  of  forty  marks  per  annum. 

A  few  months  only  previous  lo  Chaucer's  death,  we  find 
Um  RiBtiag  a  tenement  situated  in  the  garden  of  the 
ckapcl  belonging  to  the  convent  of  Westminster.  The 
kaM  MiD  exists  among  the  records  in  the  office  of  the 
4^ui  and  chapter  of  Westminster,  and  Is  made  over  to 
Cbal»ccr  by  Robert  Hcrmcxles worth,  keeper  of  the  above 
chapd  of  St.  Mary,  and  in  the  name  of  the  abbot  and 
ptior  of  the  convent.  The  term  was  for  fifty-ihree  years, 
boi  detenninnbic  by  the  death  of  Chaucer,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  fifty-three  shillings  and  fourpcnce.  The  circum- 
(Unce  of  his  taking  this  lease,  which  is  dated  the  24th  of 


\  Ur.  Godnttai  loo  a 
■liBi*  Untidom  M 
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December,  can  have  no  connexion  with  that  of  his  coming 
up  to  London  to  sue  for  the  restoration  of  his  pensions, 
since  they  had  all  been  settled  upon  him  on  the  i8th  of 
October  before.  One  of  the  residences  of  our  poet  in 
London  (probably  the  one  in  question)  was  at  the  sign  of 
the  Red  Rose,  in  Palace-yard,  Westminster,  upon  the  site 
where  Henry  the  Seventh's  chapel  now  stands. 

The  hurry  and  turmoil  of  business  in  which  he  became 
involved  at  this  late  period  of  his  life,  and  when  he  had 
reason  to  calculate  that  he  should  pass  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  the  amusement  of  his  books  and  tranquil 
contemplation,  together  with  the  loss  of  near  and  dear 
social  ties,  all  involved  a  change  of  habit  and  of  feeling 
that  few  aged  men  could  encounter  \iath  impunity ; — to 
the  poet,  who  was  stooping  under  the  weight  of  years 
with  their  attendant  infirmities,  it  proved  fatal  In  the 
full  enjoyment  of  his  clear  faculties,  but  with  an  exhausted 
frame,  he  died  on  the  25th  of  October,  1400,  in  the 
seventy-second  year  of  his  age. 

As  a  proof  of  the  activity  and  soundness  of  his  per- 
ceptive faculties,  he  composed  a  few  verses  "  upon  his 
death-bed,  when  he  was  in  great  anguish,"  exposing  the 
vanity  of  human  wishes  and  endeavours,  entitled  "  Good 
Counsel  of  Chaucer ;  "  and  beginning  "  Fly  from  the 
press,*  and  dwell  with  sothfastness."  ' 

He  descended  to  his  grave  in  the  fulness  of  a  high  re- 
putation as  an  extraordinary  genius,  and  a  generous  and 
noble-minded  man.  He  was  buried  in  the  great  south 
aisle  of  Westminster  Abbey, — that  quarter  now  so  well 
known  under  the  name  of  "Poets*  Comer."  Some 
writers  have  described  that  he  was  first  laid  in  the  cloister, 
and  afterwards  removed  ;  but  Caxton,  (who  may  be  relied 
on  as  an  authority,)  in  his  edition  of  the  poet's  works, 
states  that  he  was  buried  in  the  Abbey  church  of  West- 
minster, before  the  chapel  of  St.  Ben'et  (or  Benedict). 
This  account  was  written  before  the  removal,  alluded  to 
above,  took  place. 

There  appears  to  be  a  considerable  difficulty  in  ascer- 
taining the  exact  depositor)'  of  his  remains  ;  nor  indeed 
does  it  seem  clear  that  the  present  monument  of  him  was 
erected  over  or  even  near  to  that  spot  :  moreover,  it  is 
»  Crowd.  «  Truth.    * 
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not  the  original  monument  placed  to  his  memory  which, 
Speght  says,  contained  the  following  verses, 

"  Galfridus  Chaucer,  vates  et  fama  poesis 

Maternae,  hac  sacra  sum  tumulatus  humo ;  " 

but  was  erected  by  a  Mr.  Nicholas  Brigham,  of  Oxford, 
in  the  year  1556,  a  gendeman  who  enthusiastically  ho- 
noured the  memory  of  the  poet  Upon  this  monument, 
as  represented  in  the  title-page  of  the  present  edition,  he 
caused  Chaucer's  portrait  to  be  painted  from  that  which 
was  in  Occleve,  his  scholar's  book,  and  added  the  in- 
scription, the  whole  of  which  is  now  obliterated.* 

M.  S. 

Qui  ftut  Anglonim  vates  ter  maximus  olim, 
Galfridus  Chaucer  conditur  hoc  tumulo : 

Annum  si  quaeras  Domini,  si  tempora  vitae, 
Ecce  notae  subsunt  quae  tibi  cuncta  notant. 

35  Octobris  1400. 

i£nimnaTum  requies  mors. 

N.  Brigham  hos  fecit  Musarum  nomine  sumptus. 

1556. 

Translation. 

He  who  was  the  most  eminent  of  English  poets  —  Geoffrey 
Chaucer — lies  beneath  this  tomb:  if  you  require  the  term  of  his 
life,  and  the  year,  the  record  is  subscribed,  which  will  inform  you  all. 

35  October,  1400. 

Death  is  the  repose  of  sorrows. 

N.  Brigham  placed  these,  in  the  Muses'  name,  at  his  own  cost. 

1556. 

Around  the  edge  of  the  tomb  the  following  verses  are 
said  to  have  been  inscribed,  now  also  obliterated ; — 

Si  n^tes  quis  eram,  forsan  te  fama  docebit ; 
Quod  si  fama  negat,  mundi  quia  gloria  transit, 
Hom:  monumenta  lege. 

Should  you  inquire  who  I  was,  mayhap  Fame  will  instruct  you : 
but  if  Fame  refuse  (since  the  glory  of  this  world  passeth  away),  read 
this  monument. 

Chaucer,  it  is  supposed,  left  both  his  sons  behind  him, 
although  every  trace  of  the  younger  one,  Lewis,  for  whom 

•  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  is  truth  in  the  report  recently  cir- 
culated, of  a  proposal  having  been  made  to  restore  this  moniunent 
to  its  originaUy  perfect  state. 
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he  wrote  the  Treatise  upon  the  Astrolabe,  has  hitherto 
escaped  the  researches  of  inquirers.  Thomas,  the  elder, 
rose  to  considerable  eminence  in  the  country  :  as  already 
recorded,  his  daughter,  by  her  marriage  with  de  la  Pole, 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  connected  her  family  with  the  lineal 
inheritance  of  the  crown.  Thomas  Chaucer  successively 
rose  to  the  offices  of  constable  of  Wallingford  Castle ; 
sheriff  of  Oxfordshire  for  life ;  chief  butler  of  the  house- 
hold (all  appointments  of  Henry  IV.) ;  and  finally  was 
elected  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Both  he  and 
his  daughter,  the  Duchess  of  Suffolk,  were  buried  in  the 
parish  church  of  Ewelm  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  where 
some  few  remaining  offices  belonging  to  her  mansion 
here,  and  the  fish  ponds  that  were  in  her  garden,  still 
exist.  There  is  also  a  God's  house  adjoining  to  the 
church,  built  by  the  duchess  and  her  consort,  the  estab* 
lishment  of  which  retains  its  original  character.*  (1803.) 

The  person  of  Chaucer  was  of  middle  stature,  in  ad- 
vanced years  inclining  to  corpulency.  In  his  journey  with 
the  Pilgrims  to  Canterbury,  mine  host  of  the  Tabard 
takes  occasion  to  jest  with  him  upon  this  point ;— com- 
paring both  their  persons,  he  says, 

"  Now  ware  you,  sirs,  and  let  this  man  have  place; 
He  in  the  waist  is  shap'd  as  weU  as  I ; 
This  were  a  poppet  in  arm^  to  embrace,"  ftc. 

His  face  was  full  and  smooth,  betokening  regular  good 
health,  and  a  serene  and  cheerful  frame  of  mind.  His 
complexion  was  fair,  verging  towards  paleness  :  his  hair 
was  of  a  dusky  yellow,  short  and  thin  ;  that  of  his  beard 
grew,  or  rather  perhaps  it  was  ^hioned  into  a  forked 
shape,  and  its  colour  was  wheaten.  He  had  an  expan- 
sive and  marble-like  forehead,  fair  and  unwrinkled ;  his 
eyes  constantly  tended  towards  the  ground, — a  habit  he 
has  likewise  given  occasion  in  the  host  to  notice  :-^ 

"  What  man  art  thou,  (quoth  he,J 
That  lookest  as  thou  wouldest  nnd  a  hare? 
For  ever  on  the  ground  I  see  thee  stare." 

The  general  expression  of  his  countenance  combined  a 
mixture  of  animation,  of  lurking,  good-natured  satire,  of 
unruffled  serenity,  sweetness,  and  close  thought    As  in 

• 

*  Godwin,  Life,  4to,  vol  ii,  p.  557. 
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ihe  Aon  passages  Trom  his  greai  poem  we  are  let  inici  a 
live))'  portraitof  somcof  bis  persona]  peculiarities,  so  in  the 
"Toiament  of  Love"  as  perfect  an  idea  of  his  actions 
Mtd  manner  in  conversation  are  farther  displayed  ;  so 
ifaxi  one  nuy  almost  fancy  one's  self  in  the  prison  with 
htm,  Ibtcning  to  his  discourses  on  philosophy.  "The 
dnwncut  look,  (says  UrryJ  the  strict  attention,  the 
tabooring  ilioughi,  the  hand  waving  for  silence,  the  man- 
ner of  address  in  speaking,  the  smooth  familiar  way  of 
MKuing,  the  respectful  way  of  starting  his  objections,  and, 
in  altori,  every  expression  in  that  dispute,  figures  a  lively 
loHge  of  bira  in  the  mind  of  the  reader." 

His  features,  js  in  most  instances  of  sincere  and  Irans- 
puou  aantrcs.  were  an  index  of  his  temper,  and  this 
cimpnsed  a  mixture  of  the  hvely,  grave,  and  modest. 
Yet  was  the  gaiety  of  his  disposition  more  prominent  in 
bit  writings  than  in  his  general  demeanour,  which,  it  may 
be,  was  repressed  by  his  modesty.  This  bashfulness  it 
wm*.  wbich  gai-c  occasion  to  the  Countess  of  Pembroke 
oAea  to  banter  him ;  declaring,  that  his  absence  was 
pirfenbte  lo  his  conversation,  since  the  latter  was  naught, 
ira  acconot  of  his  reserve  and  distant  respect ;  whereas, 
•ben  he  was  away  from  her,  the  chance  was,  he  might  be 
preparing  some  composition  to  alTord  her  delight.  His 
brtuTiAur  with  the  pilgrims  is  uniformly  in  keeping  with 
tht*  habit  of  silence  and  seclusion.  He  scarcely  appears 
in  p«r«on,  and  when  called  upon  for  his  tale,  endeavours 
to  avoid  the  tnsfc  by  singing  a  ballad ;  the  host,  however, 
ptotenliig  against  this  departure  from  the  general  com- 
pact, his  own  story  [or  rather  discourse)  is  one  of  the 
least  interesting  in  the  whole  series. 

His  youth  was  not  altogether  free  from  the  indiscretions 
natural  to  a  tnan  surrounded  by  tlie  beauty  and  wit  of  an 
•dmhiag  coun ;  that  he  was  not  even  tainted,  however, 
with  the  vacillation  and  heanlessness  of  the  mere  dc- 
baacluc  and  man  of  pleasure,  is  evident  from  the  single 
ctrcBHWIance  of  his  steady  courtship  of  the  lady  who 
nhnnatdy  became  his  wife,  which  continued  for  eight 
yean.  Besides,  his  constant  behaviour  towards  women, 
and  his  cutbed  ndmit^tion  of  them,  at  once  exempt  him 
feoRi  being  a  coarse  or  common  intriguer.  Many  of  his 
talcs  are  questionable  in  theii  morality,  (aitd  these  in  after 
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life  he  repented  having  penned,)  but  it  is  strongly  doubt- 
ful (coarse  as  they  are)  whether  they  would  so  surely  sap 
the  structure  of  a  well-educated  young  mind  as  many 
productions  of  some  modem  writers,  and  which  are  never- 
theless found  in  almost  every  bookcase  in  the  kingdom. 
\J  During  his  relaxations  from  the  duties  of  public  busi- 
ness, he  continually  retired  to  his  study.  Reading,  in- 
deed, was  his  chief  delight,  as  appears,  by  his  own 
confession,  in  the  introduction  to  his  "  Dream,"  and  to 
the  "  Legend  of  Good  Women."  He  preferred  it  to  every 
amusement,  with  the  exception  of  a  morning  walk  in 
May-tide.  He  lived  almost  exclusively  in  his  own  world 
of  meditation,  never  interfering,  as  he  says  of  himself,  in 
the  concerns  of  others.  He  was  temperate  and  regular 
in  his  diet: ,  he  '*  arose  with  the  lark,  and  lay  down  with 
the  lamb  : 'Whence  the  marvellous  truth  and  freshness  of 
his  early  morning  pictures,  not  inferior  to  the  celebrated 
"  Castle  Landscape "  of  Rembrandt ;  and  this  is  the 
most  perfect  representation  of  a  morning  twiUght  that, 
perhaps,  ever  was  painted. 

The  career  of  Chaucer,  from  whichever  point  we  may 
view  it,  assumes  a  character  greatly  elevated  above  that 
of  ordinary  men.  He  was  a  poet,  a  philosopher,  an 
astronomer,  a  logician,  a  hng^ist,  a  politician,  a  theolo- 
gian, a  humanist,  a  gentleman  in  the  modem  acceptation 
of  the  term,  and  a  virtuous  man.  His  conduct  as  a  man 
holding  a  public  office  stands  unimpeached  for  integrit>\ 
He  was  a  gentleman,— for  he  was  the  universal  theme  of 
admiration  in  a  refined  court — particularly  by  the  women, 
and  they  rarely  err  in  making  a  correct  estimate  of  a 
man's  temper  and  habits.  He  was  a  humanist,  for  he 
has  ever  at  hand  an  apology  for  the  frailties  of  our 
nature ; — ^above  all,  when  he  would  atone  for  the  lapses 
of  the  most  responsible  and  the  least  excused  of  our  race 
— the  women.  Proofs  of  this  may  be  seen  scattered  over 
all  his  works,  but  it  shines  forth  most  conspicuously 
in  his  divine  poem  of  Troilus  and  Cressida,  where  his 
pleadings  for  the  error  of  that  too  light  heart  may, 
without  profaneness,  be  ranked  with  the  conduct  of 
Him,  who  bade  her  sister  delinquent  to  '*go  and  sin  no 
more." 

In  his  public  capacity,  as  a  politician  and  theological 
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iLalist,  he  appears  lo  bai'c  been  an  opponent  of 
nuhcr  fram  a  spirit  of  party  than  from  an  active 
pfinopli;  of /lUlicvL  ur  Uaai  consciousness  of  the  truth: 
for  wc  find  that  in  Ihc  ane  instance  he  aided  a  body  of 
insiKpmts  because  they  were  the  partisans  of  his  patron ; 
tlkc  other  he  withdrew  his  opposition  to  ihe  priest- 
hood when  he  found  that  the  duke  himself  no  longer 
in»i]«  K  i*  handle  for  promoting  his  ambitious  views  with 
regard  to  the  succession.  Indeed  we  do  not  hnd  it  con- 
finocd  that  he  sided  with  WjcklifTe  upon  points  of  faith 
or  docinoe,  but  in  exposing  the  abuses  of  his  mother 
church.  Heu-iis.ir<y&/7»«iT-,  not  a  JCfCdW-;  he  would  have 
rntOTvd  the  C.-ilhnlic  worship  to  its  primitive  purity,  but 
he  ormild  not  have  removed  one  stone  of  the  fabric.  This 
opinion  is  borne  out  by  his  confession  of  faith,  wherein  he 
mbvcribcf  to  the  whole  rubric.  WicklifTe  applied  his 
banenog-mn  i\  one  of  its  main  comet-atones — transub- 
MMIuiian.  Fur  one  of  lively  imagination,  strong  sen- 
utivcticSK,  and  of  di.-voledni.'ss  to  the  gentler  luxuries  and 
mjuymcnta  of  life,  Chaucer  was  an  active  and  steady 
pmiaan  in  ihc  cause  of  reform ;  but  a  temperament  like 
hii  wa»  not  calculated  to  make  thorough  work  in  a  con- 
test whh  Ihc  knillcd  phalanx  of  corruption.  Such  as  he 
wr  iMJC  the  wedge  to  split  the  "  gnarred  and  stubby  tree  " 
of  a  full-grown  opinion.  The  man  of  imagination  is 
teUom  calculated  to  maintain  an  up-hill  struggle  in  the 
cau*e  f}(  rcfonri ;  and  the  most  un^inching  and  uncom- 
prnatittng  mldiers,  whether  for  an  opinion,  or  for  hire, 
are  not  always  men  of  excessive  imagination ;  the  poets 
haTc  not  been  the  stubbomest  of  patriots.  Milton,  in- 
dnd,  and  Marvel],  with  one  or  two  honourable  examples 
in  our  awn  age,  furm  sweeping  exceptions  to  this  rule ; 
but  they  abnoK  confirm  iL 

Many  of  the  talcs  of  Chaucer,  which  are  paxaphrastical 
iramlaiions  from  the  Latin  and  Italian  languages,  prove 
him  lu  have  been  a  linguist  of  no  ordinary  standard ;  and 
ht*  proac  essay-s  stamp  him  a  logician.  It  has  been 
already  ihtwm  thai  he  was  well  versed  in  the  science  of 
aitraiMimy— as  much  of  it  at  least  as  was  known  in  [hat 
*fr,  71iai  be  Was  a  philosopher  in  the  most  practical 
acceptation  of  the  term, — that  of  humanidng  his  fellow 
and  making  ihem  happier  as  well  as  wiser,  wc 
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need  only  refer  to  the  best  and  most  carefully  written  d 
his  poems. 

As  a  poet,  his  chief  power  lay  in  humour  and  descrip- 
tion of  character ;  in  the  latter  his  success  was  marvel- 
lous ;  whatever  object  it  is  his  purpose  to  delineate,  he 
inspects,  and  probes,  and  twists,  and  turns  it  on  every 
side,  as  a  botanist  pores  into  a  flower;  and  then  he 
presents  it  to  you  clothed  in  the  minute  perfection  of  a 
Dutch  painting,  with  the  charms  of  ease,  grace,  and 
freedom  superadded.  So  patiently  did  he  study  the  cha- 
racters of  the  people  he  described,  that  he  seems  not  to 
have  more  closely  examined  their  costumes  (accurately 
as  he  did  this)  than  he  did  their  habits  of  thought 
Hence,  the  speeches  he  puts  into  their  mouths  are  sc 
truly  in  keeping,  that  their  great  merit  almost  becomes 
neutralized  in  the  mind ;  for  we  feel  that  he  merely  pui 
down  what  he  heard  as  well  as  what  he  saw,  when  de- 
scribing his  characters.  In  this  qualification  he  strongly 
reminds  us  of  Shakspeare.  The  first  remark  made  to  us 
by  one  who  had  read  for  the  first  time  his  Prologue  tc 
the  Canterbury  Pilgrims,  was,  that  "it  detracted  mate- 
rially from  Mr.  Stothard's  fame  in  illustrating  it,  for  that 
all  was  there,  ready  fashioned  to  his  hands."  In  this 
very  Prologue  the  portrait  of  the  shipman  is  a  striking 
likeness  to  this  day.  His  action  on  horseback  is  not  yel 
more  accomplished:  he  still  makes  progress,  as  Butlei 
humorously  describes  him,  as  though  he  were  "  rowing 
the  horse."  The  doctor  of  physic  "  reading  little  in  his 
bible,"  playing  into  the  apothecary's  hands,  regulating 
his  diet,  and  eating  that  which  is  most  nutritious;  the 
showy  wife  of  Bath,  so  trim  about  the  ankles,  with  hei 
new  tight  shoes,  and  stockings  gartered  up  without  a 
wrinkle;  the  reeve  (or  steward),  contriving  to  lay  his 
lord  under  obligations  by  advancing  him  money  in  his 
necessitous  extravagance ;  the  sergeant-at-law,  than  whom 
no  man  was  more  busy,  "  and  yet  he  seemed  busier  than 
he  was," — are  all  as  truly  pourtrayed  as  the  reflections  is 
a  camera  lucida.  Mr.  Godwin  truly  observes  of  this 
Prologue,  that  "  it  is  a  copious  and  extensive  review  of  the 
private  life  of  the  fourteenth  centiuy  in  England." 

The  Canterbury  Tales,  indeed,  taken  as  a  whole,  ma) 
be  considered  one  of  the  most  splendid  monuments  o; 
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I  gcnhis.     Like  Shakespeare  again,  it  would  be 

^Aficntt  to  decide  in  wbich  style  lay  Chaucer's  great 

powvT,— the  hionaroiu  or  the    pathetic.      It  is  to    be 

■•eiifeUBd  that   his  tales  of  the  former  cast  should  be, 

^dDwM  witboul  exception,  cither  positively  nasty  or  un- 

Juscifiably  licentious;  yet,  are  they  related  with  a  spirit, 

■«i>acit]r,  and  ca»!:,  tliat  have  never  been  surpassed.     Full 

«Kteau*tion  (or  the  coarseness  of  his  stories,  as  well  as  for 

die  BtATlting  nudity  of  various  epithets  and  descriptions, 

-win  be  nude  by  every  reader  who  has  become  acquainted 

vith  ibc  hivier)'  of  the  public  exhibitions  thai  were  ex- 

^^pncly    popular  during  the  age  of  our    poet      It  is 

^^^WcuU  to  reconcile  the  fact  of  ladies  of  elegant  minds, 

^^^Bcrful  perceptions,  and  unafTcctctt  womanly  tendencies, 

^^^Be  the  "  Good  (^ucen  Ann,"  the  Duchess  Blanche,  the 

^^^umnms  of  Sahsbury,  and  the  Marchioness  of  Pembroka 

arc  ile»cribcd  to  have  been,  witnessing  and  deriving  en- 

tcnxinttimt  from  the  annual  burlesque  fcstivab  that  were 

in  bi^  vogue  during  their  day ;  such  as  "The  Feasl  of 

Fool»,''"The  Feast  of  the  Ass,"  and  the  feast  of  the  "Lord 

wf  Misrtik  : "  in  which  ecclesiastics  and  laymen,  rich  and 

poor  ASttstcd,  all  countenancing  and  commitiing  mon- 

Mfoas  ribaldries  and  indecencies.    At  the  Feast  of  Fools 

during  the  service  of  mass,  the  ceremony  was  interrupted 

by  the  motley  mob  of  masciueradcrs  rushing  into  the 

dnach.  uttering  ribald  jests,  singing  indecent  songs,  and 

di(cbus*')8  upon  each  other  and  the  audience  filth,  and 

the  bMllt»  of  dc^id  animals,     The  author  of  the  Life  of 

CbaiKXT  >o  Fn.'qucn[iy  quoted  (Mr.  Godwin)  has,  with  his 

icciatomed  philosophical  spirit,  satisfactorily  pleaded  the 

cause  (if  hit  hero,  and  shown  that  however  his  mind  was 

iiBArutdably  lingcd  with  the  colour  of  custom,  yet,  that 

■Jm  splendour  of  his  genius,  and  his  natural  perception  of 

wliat   waA   graceful   and   lovely  should  impress  us   with 

idnuiaiiocv  that  in  the  midst  of  so  much  rudeness  and  ill 

u«c  he  could  preserve  in  so  high  a  degree  the  purity  of 

hi»  tboughti.    "  Chaucer,"  he  adds,  "  however  superior  he 

iniy  be  considered  to  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  had  yet 

the  fhiiltics  of  a  man,  spent  his  days  more  or  less  in  such 

tceock  as  have  been  described,  and  was  acted  upon,  like 

uiba  men.  by  what  he  heard  and  saw,  by  what  inspired 

hit  Etmltrmporajics  with  approbation  or  with  rapture." 
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The  story  of  the  Cock  and  the  Fox,  in  the  Nun*s 
Priest's  Tale,  is  allowed  by  all  judges  to  be  the  most 
admirable  fable  (in  the  narration)  that  ever  was  written. 
The  description  of  the  birds,  the  delightful  gravity  with 
which  they  are  invested  with  intellectual  endowments,  are 
conceived  in  the  highest  taste  of  true  poetry  and  natural 
humour.  How  amusing  is  the  classical  tendency  of  Sir 
Chanticleer!  and  how  playful  and  waggish  his  compli- 
mentary addresses  to  Dame  Partelote ! 

"  Madam  Partelote,  so  have  I  bliss, 

Of  one  thing  God  hath  sent  me  larg^  grace ; 

For  when  I  see  the  beauty  of  your  face, 

Ye  be  so  scarlet  red  about  your  eyen, 

It  maketh  all  mv  dread^  for  to  dioi : 

For  all  so  siker  ^  as,  'In  principio 

Mulier  est  hominis  confusio,' 

(Madam,  the  sentence  of  this  latin  is, 

•  Woman  is  manni's  joy  and  maHfU*s  bliss).' 

For  when  I  feel  a-night  your  softi  side 
•  •         •  •  • 

I  am  so  fiill  of  joy  and  of  solace 

That  I  defy  both^  sweven  '  and  dream." 

Great,  however,  as  he  confessedly  is  in  the  humorous, 
he  claims  our  undivided  love  and  admiration,  when  with 
his  sweet  and  earnest  sincerity  he  is  detailing  a  story  of 
pomp  and  chivab*y, 

"  With  mask,  and  antique  pageantry ; " 

or  tale  of  love  "  with  honied  dart.*'  Here  it  is,  that  we 
feel  his  native  feeling  to  blossom  forth.  The  Knight's 
Tale,  or  the  story  of  Palamon  and  Arcite,  is  a  splendid 
succession  of  gorgeous  scenery  : — no  description,  perhaps, 
ever  surpassed  in  power  that  of  the  Temple  of  Mars,  and 
no  death  was  ever  more  pathetically  related  than  that  of 
Arcite  ;  a  simple  reiteration  of  tender  regrets, — the  sighs 
and  sobbings  of  a  broken  and  ebbing  spirit : — 

"  Alas  the  woe !  alas  the  pain^  strong, 
That  I  for  you  have  suffer'd  and  so  long  I 
Alas  the  death !  alas  mine  Emdy ! 
Alas  departing  of  our  company  1 
Alas  mine  hearth's  queen  I    Alas  my  wife ! 
Mine  hearth's  lady,  ender  of  my  life ! 
What  is  this  world  ? — What  asJcen  men  to  have  ? 
Now  with  his  love,  now  in  his  cold^  grave- 
Alone — withouten  any  company. 
Farewell  my  sweet  I    Farewell  mine  Emely ! " 

1  Siker— sure.    '  Sweven — another  word  signifying  a  dream. 
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y  and  fancy  in  the  fairy  tale  of  King  Cambus- 
S  Hoist  of  Brass,  given  most  appropriately  to 
J  sq"''*.  is  told  in  the  fullest  inspiration  of 
d'tao^ning. 
piTlie  Mocy  of  Constance,  with  all  her  trials  and  sutTer- 
drivcn  nlmut  the  st-a  "like  an  ufirooled  weed;" 
c  of  tlie  loi'eliest  of  his  tales.  So  earnest  is  our 
IT  In  hit  narration,  and  so  eloquent  is  his  pathos,  that 
oil  tli«  improbabilities  in  her  adventures  fade  away  before 
the  mind  cares  to  lay  hold  of  them.  Nature,  truth,  and 
Mcadfastncss  in  love,  shine  forth  from  her  heart,  and  rivet 
tbc  attention  and  sympathy  of  the  reader  in  a  remarkable 
mjnncT.  There  is  a  beautiful  picture  in  this  story  of  her 
lilllc  child  standing  at  a  feast  where  King  Alia,  her  hus- 
biDd,  is  being  entt:rlained,  and  steadfastly  looking  in  the 
lace  of  his  father,  who  is  struck  by  the  likeness  of  the 
ciifld  to  bis  wife,  whom  he  thought  dead.  It  were  to  be 
Tr^rctlod  that  the  poet,  in  the  conduct  of  his  plot,  did  not 
cviacc  somewhat  more  of  versatility  with  regard  to  the 
iXOits  employed.  The  two  great  catastrophes  which 
bcfad  CMistaoce  are  each  accomplished  by  the  treachery 
if  a  wicked  mother-in-law;  moreover,  after  each  event 
ihe  is  forced  aboard  the  same  vessel,  and  wanders  alone 
ibcut  the  sea.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  these  drawbacks, 
the  foscination  in  this  story  is  quite  extraordinar)-.  It  is 
like  an  old  legend,  illustrating  the  beauty  of  holiness  and 
ftdcliiy  in  love.  One  can  scarcely  ima^ne  that  any  person 
*fter  reading  it  could  feel  no  emotion  at,  or  even  an  in- 
dillicrtnce  lo  the  seniimcnt  of  virtue. 

Bat  the  finest  in  point  of  severely  beautiful  writing,  is 
die  cefebnied  hibtory  of  the  Marquis  of  Saluzzo  and  his 
«fc  Gri»clda.  Mr.  Godwin  decides,  that  "  it  is  the  most 
;iilliictic  thai  ever  was  written  ;  and  he  who  compares 
Chaocer's  manner  of  relating  it,  with  that  of  the  various 
luthors  who  hai-c  treated  the  same  materials,  must  be 
dead  lo  all  the  characteristic  beauties  of  this  history  if  he 
do  DM  pcrcetit  how  much  Chaucer  has  outstripped  all  his 
:timprlllors."  This  is  the  Clerk  of  Oxford's  Tale,  and  the 
pnet  has  e]q>ressly  informed  us  in  the  Prologue  to  it,  that 
he  obtained  it  from  Petrarch,  the  author,  when  he  went  to 
"irit  him  m  Italy.  The  story  of  Crisclda  is  an  em- 
bodying of  the  principles  of  Christianity ;  it  Is  an  exemplar 
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of  the  leading  doctrines,  an  illustration  of  the  key-stone 
that  alone  can  bind  together  the  arch  of  that  religion. 
The  whole  conduct  of  the  heroine  is  a  fervid  hymn  in 
praise  of  patience,  forbearance,  and  long-suffering.  Not 
only  does  she  not  "  resist  evil,''  but  she  murmurs  not :  she 
is  *<  smitten  on  the  one  cheek,  and  she  turns  the  other.* 
**  The  children  of  this  generation,  who  are  wiser  than  the 
children  of  light,"  are  wont  to  read  this  history  in  the 
spirit  of  fair  traders;  they  lo(^  at  it  as  they  would  at  their 
ledgers  ;  and  not  being  a  regularly  kept  account  of  debtor 
and  creditor,  with  a  just  balance  struck  in  favour  of  the 
party  to  whom  it  is  due,  they  pronounce  it  naught  She 
is  called  mean-spirited,  and  one  whom  her  husband  is 
almost  justified  in  putting  to  those  sharp  trials,  as  he 
might  a  coral  plant  or  an  oyster.  They  appear  to  have 
overlooked  the  three  grand  points  upon  which  the  story  is 
constructed,  viz. — those  of  fidelity  to  her  promise;  strength 
of  endurance  in  maintaining  it  ;  and  stubbornness  of 
principle  in  loving  her  husband  "through  good  report,  and 
through  evil  report."  They  who  maintain  that  the  char- 
acter of  Grisclda  is  unnatural,  know  little  of  what  woman's 
love  is  capable.  Griselda  loved  her  husband ;  it  was 
therefore  natural  to  her,  in  the  true  spirit  of  charity—or 
love,  to  "  suffer  all  things,  to  believe  all  things,  to  hope  all 
things,  to  sustain  all  things."  Moreover,  the  author's 
business  was  to  make  out  a  strong  case  in  praise  of  those 
virtues  ;  and  we  know  that  the  old  writers,  as  may  fre- 
quently be  seen  in  their  dramas,  were  special  pleaders 
when  they  endeavoured  to  carry  a  point  That  the 
marquis  was  unworthy  of  the  love  of  such  a  woman,  is 
but  a  type  of  every  day's  occurrence,  and  corroborates  the 
fidelity  to  nature  of  the  narrative.  Yet  again,  we  should 
bear  in  mind  that  it  is  only  by  means  of  the  high  relief 
into  which  such  a  character  as  that  of  Griselda  is  thrown, 
that  we  forcibly  feel,  and  are  disgusted  with  the  dark 
cruelty  of  her  persecutor ;  the  ugliness  of  tyranny  would 
cease  to  be  revolting,  if  it  were  not  contrasted  with  its 
opposite — forbearance  :  besides,  but  for  the  latter  quality 
there  could  be  no  reformation ;  for,  an  injury  fully  resented, 
although  it  neutralize  the  offence,  rarely  leaves  the  injurer 
impressed  with  any  other  feeling  than  that  of  a  desire  to 
retaliate.    Hence  the  rise  of  protracted  feuds  in  a  barba- 
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hcnt«  of  society ;  and  hence,  as  mankind  became 
,  bave  ihey  perceived  the  value  of  kindness  and  for- 
acc  ftud  the  utter  worthtessness  of  revenge.  Afler 
w  pcnons  will  impugn  the  principle  of  the  story,  and 
no  <.jimtiAii  can  :  but  the  auihor  himself  anticipates  the 
rtaderN  objection  us  regards  an  overcharge  of  his  charac- 
ter^ for  he  t}nis  wind*  up  his  tale  ; — 

rivdi  should 


I 


•■  Thli  il(rty  Is  laid,  ni: 

t'ollOH  (irivlda  as  In  liumilitv, 

For  It  wrrp  impcrlable  Ihougn  they  would : 

Bui  for  that  cfry  wight  in  liii  dvgrec 

Sioulil  tie  amstaal  tn  Adversity 

Ai  wai  Gruelda.  [herefoTF  PFinrch  wtiteili 

Thi*  tlory.  whk-h  wilk  high  style  he  eoditelh 

For  lioce  a  woman  wu  so  patitet 
Unto  •  mon*)  man.  well  mofc  we  ought 
Kccnren  all  in  j(rec '  that  God  us  wnt. 


The  Pardoner's  Tale  of  the  three  rioters  who  went  out 
to  kill  Death,  is  both  striking  and  originaL  The  descrip- 
Doa  of  ibe  old  m^n,  who  turns  out  to  be  Death,  and 
valla  up  and  down  hke  a  "  restless  caitil^  knocking  with 
hiittalf  early  and  late  at  his  mother's  gale,"— the  earth, 
i*«qtul  in  vividticss  of  colouring  to  .iny  portrait  in  Dante 
or  the  Greek  dramatists.  \Vllb  a  happy  obseriancc  of 
,  Chaucer  has  made  this  Pardoner,  who  is  an 
,1  preacher,  and  a  great  rogue  to  boot,  constantly 
It  the  prugrcss  of  his  tale  with  clerical  denounce- 
laenu  against  i»ritlousnut,  gluUany,  and  drHitkenntss. 
With  the  Prioress's  talc,  which  again  is  happily  appropri- 
ated u  her  character,  being  an  account  of  the  miracle  of  a 
Utile  Christian  child  murdered  by  Jews,  and  who  after 
dcsull  continuinl  to  sing  his  'Ave  Maria,' the  choicest  of 
the  Caatobury  Talcs  may  be  said  to  have  been  cnumer- 
ucd. 

ChMCcT  is,  in  one  sense,  the  most  matter-of-fact  of 
poctt.  He  describes  and  recapitulates,  and  describes  and 
r^eau,  Mkx  one  who  having  beheld  a  wonder  for  the 
Ant  tnne,  retunis  at  every  given  opportunity  to  the  object 
erf  bis  admiratiun.  He  is  sometimes  tedious  in  his  de- 
;  sad  this  appears  to  arise  from  an  anidcty  on 
1  port,  lest  tlie  reader  should  not  be  able  to  ki:cp 
'  RecQve  Jn  grcc — to  take  kindly. 
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pace  with  him  in  feeling  at  once  the  full  impression  of 
the  object  he  is  delineating.  The  late  Mr.  Hazlitt,  in  his 
lectures  on  the  poets,  has  most  happily  in  one  pithy  sen- 
tence (a  remarkable  feature  in  his  critical  analyses)  struck 
out  Chaucer's  poetical  faculty.  He  says,  "His  poetry 
reads  like  history.  Everything  has  a  downright  reality ; 
at  least  in  the  narrator's  mind.  A  simile,  or  a  sentiment, 
is  as  if  /'/  were  given  in  upon  evidenced  Again  :  "  He 
speaks  of  what  he  wishes  to  describe  with  the  accuracy, 
the  discrimination  of  one  who  relates  what  has  happened 
to  himself,  or  has  had  the  best  information  from  those 
who  have  been  eye-witnesses  of  it  The  strokes  of  his 
pencil  always  telL  He  dwells  only  on  the  essential,  on 
that  which  would  be  interesting  to  the  persons  really  con- 
cerned :  yet  as  he  never  omits  any  material  circuipstance, 
he  is  prolix  from  the  number  of  points  on  which  he 
touches,  without  being  diffuse  on  any  one ;  and  is  some- 
times tedious  from  the  fidelity  with  which  he  adheres  to 
his  subject,  as  other  writers  are  from  the  frequency  of  their 
digressions  from  it.  The  chain  of  his  history  is  composed 
of  a  number  of  fine  links,  closely  connected  together,  and 
riveted  by  a  single  blow. 

^  "  He  is  contented  to  find  grace  and  beauty  in  truth. 
He  exhibits  for  the  most  part  the  naked  object,  with 
little  drapery  thrown  over  it  His  metaphors,  which  are 
few,  are  not  for  ornament,  but  use,  and  as  like  as  possiUe 
to  the  things  themselves.  He  does  not  affect  to  show  his 
power  over  the  reader's  mind,  but  the  power  which  the 
subject  has  over  his  own. 

»•  "  There  is  no  artificial  pompous  display,  but  a  strict 
V  parsimony  of  the  poet's  materials,  like  the  rude  simplicity 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived." 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  Chaucer  was  prone 
to  be  tedious  in  his  descriptions.  In  his  rural  walks  he  is 
just  as  tedious  as  a  sauntering  companion  by  a  wood-side, 
who  is  a  devoted  admirer  of  nature.  He  who  would  be 
impatient  with  the  one  for  pausing  at  every  furlong  to 
remark  and  admire  the  shifting  effects  of  light  in  the 
morning  clouds,  or  to  hearken  to  the  whistle  of  the  early 
birds,  or  to  notice  the  varieties  of  foliage,  the  smell  of 


LIFE  OF  CHAUCER. 


;; 


blossoms,  ihc  juicy  freshness  and  vivid  hue  ol  [all 
{riuiu  t)i«t  bow  in  graceful  homage  over  the  "  huddling 
htook," — Mich  a  one  nia>  easily  be  wearied  with  the  de- 
vuiptipo  of  the  other,  fur  it  is  commonly  an  accurate 
lotuTul  of  his  whole  raule. 

Tbc  opening  to  "  The  Complaint  of  the  Black  Knight " 
contjuni  >  choice  specimen  of  one  of  his  walks:  it  runs 
ri4i  tor  ten  or  twelve  verses  in  the  following  agreeable 


"  I  row  onos.  and  Ihoughl  I  w 


sing, 


Wh«n  ihiil  tht  miily  vapour  was  agoos. 
.\nd  cltttT  mA  fall  ywas  the  motrowning ; 
Tbc  dew  also  like  silver  ui  diirung 
I'nm  th-?  leavEi,  »  wiy  balmtf  5WeeI, 
Till  flci7  Tiun  niiilh  !iii  persant  heat 
Hail  dnM  up  ih«  luflf  liquor  new 
Upon  the  hcrbes  in  the  gretni  mend ; 
Ai^d  ihdi  ihr  Aowen  of  many  divers  hue 
Upon  llieii  stalUs  gonen  for  lo  spcoid. 
And  far  lo  iptsjr^  oul  Ibeir  leaves  in  hftAe  ' 
Asanui  tht  sun.  gold-butnM  '  in  hb  ephprc, 
lliat  down  to  Ihcm  ycut  hia  baunb  clrai." 

A(»in  i  ihf  commencement  of  the  "  Flower  and  the  Leaf  " 
umains  another  journal  of  one  of  his  early  saunterings  : 
><o«  frnb  *nd  invigorating  is  this  description  of  the  cfTecI 
lit  ibe  spring  showers  ! 


I 


"  Ml'hai  that  PhFEbus  his  chaJr  of  gold  so  high, 
Harl  whirlM  up  Ihc  stArry  sky  alolt. 
And  in  ihc  Bull  was  etneml  cenainly. 
U'hoi  sbiiWT^  MHe*  of  rain  deMended  soft, 
CsBting  ih<  grtnuid  fel^'  times  and  ufl 
Up  foi  lo  give  many  a  wholesome  air. 
And  every  ptainj  was  ydolhM  fair 

H'nh  DFW1*  pMn.  and  tnoketh  smalls  ftowen 
To  s^ngen  boe  and  ihetc  in  Acid  and  moid. 
So  ym  good  and  wholesome  be  Ihe  ihaweti, 
Thai  tlier  vmrwea  what  was  old  and  dead 


The  poet  being  nnoble  to  sleep,  although,  he  says, 


I  Gold-bumM — bomiihed  111 
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At  "  three  hours  after  twelve,"  therefore,  he  adds,  I  arose, 

"  About  the  springing  of  the  gladsome  day. 

#  #  #  * 

And  to  a  pleasant  grove  I  'gan  to  pass 
Long  ere  the  bright^  sun  uprisen  was, 

In  which  were  oak^  great,  straight  as  a  line. 
Under  the  which  the  grass  so  fresh  of  hue 
Was  newly  sprung,  and  an  eight  foot  or  nine 
Ev^ry  tree  well  from  his  fellow  grew, 
With  branches  broad,  laden  with  leaves  new. 
That  spningen  out  against  the  sunn^  sheen ; ' 
Some  veiy  red,  and  some  a  glad  light  greaL"  *      % 

The  poem  of  "The  Flower  and  the  Leaf"  was  especially 
favoured  by  the  young  poet,  John  Keats.  The  author 
may  perhaps  be  pardoned  for  making  a  short  digression 
upon  the  present  occasion,  to  record  an  anecdote  in  cor- 
roboration of  the  pleasure  testified  by  that  vivid  intellect 
upon  his  first  perusal  of  the  composition.  It  happened 
at  the  period  when  Keats  was  about  publishing  his  first 
little  volume  of  poems  (in  the  year  1817);  he  was  then 
living  in  the  second  floor  of  a  house  in  the  Poultry,  at  the 
comer  of  the  court  leading  to  the  Queen's  Arms  tavern — 
that  corner  nearest  to  Bow  church.  The  author  had 
called  upon  him  here,  and  finding  his  young  friend  engaged, 
took  possession  of  a  sofa,  and  commenced  reading,  from 
his  then  pocket-companion,  Chaucer's  "  Flower  and  the 
Leaf."  The  fatigue  of  a  long  walk,  however,  prevailed 
over  the  fascination  of  the  verses,  and  he  fell  asleep. 
Upon  awaking,  the  book  was  still  at  his  side;  but  the 
reader  may  conceive  the  author's  delight,  upon  finding 
the  following  elegant  sonnet  written  in  his  book  at  the 
close  of  the  poem.  During  my  sleep,  Keats  had  read  it 
for  the  first  time ;  and,  knowing  that  it  wotdd  gratify  me, 
had  subjoined  a  testimony  to  its  merit,  that  might  have 
delighted  Chaucer  himself. 

>  Sunne  sheen — the  shining  sun. 

•  From  internal  evidence,  it  appears  that  the  poem  of  The  Fhwer 
and  tiu  Lea/yr^s  originally  written  bv  a  lady ;  for,  the  damsel  in 
the  arbour,  whenever  she  is  addressed  by  the  poet,  always  replies 
to  her  with  the  epithet  "  Daughter  dear."  Mr.  Godwin,  in  making 
this  remark,  adds,  that  "  the  poem  has  the  air  of  a  translation." 
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'  TMi  plduant  talc  ii  Ilk;  n  Ultle  cojmc  ; 

Tlie  haniel  Itiiet  M  Ihshly  interlace 

Tokeeplbenailet  in  »o  »w«l  ■  place ; 
Sa  dm  be  bcR  and  Iben  fbll-heannl  siopi. 
Aad  oftentiraei  he  feels  the  dewy  drops 

Come  cool  ami  suddmljr  against  bis  face : 

AbI  by  the  wuid'nae  melody  Duiy  imce 
Ifhkh  way  the  tender  IrggEd  linnet  hops. 

"  Oh.  wboi  ■  chum  hMh  white  slinplidiy : 

WUal  minhly  powct  hnth  this  gentle  story : — 
1,  ihat  (or  ever  (eel  atliiral  for  glory, 
Could  at  this  niomcni  be  contrnl  to  lie 

Mnkly  upon  the  grass,  at  those  whose  sobbings 
Wae  beard  of  none  beside  the  moumfiil  robins. 

Febniaij,  1817." 

■  addition,  however,  10  the  objeclion  already  urged 
I  Knne  of  the  writings  of  Chaucer,  we  must  add, 
d  of  his  stories  are  in  the  detail  so  tedious  and 
tinintCTCSling,  that  the  charge  brought 
W^rtuUseLoit  by  Dr.  Johnson,  may  be  applied. 
K  show  vX justice  to  them  :  indeed  the  reading 
~  ,sofiir  from  beirig  a  "duly,"  might  almost 
n  active  virtue, — a  work  of  supererogation. 
Even  b)  the"TTollus  and  Cressida,*  one  of  the  most 
tsoiMg  of  all  his  productions,  there  conatanily  intervene 
ioag  see-saws  of  argumentative  dialogue,  that  would  "out- 
kot  B  Lapland  »-intcr;"  and,  above  all  things  in  such  & 
nairmrivc^  a  discourse  extending  to  upwards  of  a  hundred 
liDC*  apon  the  doctrine  of  Prtdfslinatton  is  put  into  the 
mouth  of  Troilus  \  The  same  defect  of  tcdiousness  applies 
in  some  of  the  other  extended  compositions.  Moreover 
they  ate  written  in  a  false  tnste~-at  least,  in  a  taste  that 
modem  bihion  has  rejected.  "Chaucer's  Dream,"  for 
mttaoce,  taken  as  an  entire  poem,  is  a  tissue  of  idle  and 
TajMd  ronancc.  "The  Parliament  of  Birds"  is  positively 
poenLe ;  and  even  in  the  otherwise  charming  story  of 
"  ~  mbaKAB  and  his  Magic  Horse,"  told  by  the  young 
c  second  part,  which  is  wholly  occupied  with  the 
S  of  a  lovelorn  Falcon,  will  scarcely  find  many 
V,  leas  admiring  ones.  His  frequent  and  long- 
s  to  the  maigueriie,  or  daisy,  i 
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lay  couched  some  hitherto  uncomprehended  allegory,  pre- 
sent little  chance  of  exciting  or  rewarding  the  investigating 
spirit  of  the  analyst. 

The  extraordinary  fidelity  of  Chaucer's  portraits,  and 
the  careful  minuteness  with  which  he  lays  on  tint  after  tint 
to  heighten  their  effect,  has  already  been  insisted.  This, 
in  the  main,  is  true ;  yet  will  he  at  times,  with  one  dash 
of  his  pencil,  (like  a  true  genius,)  give  all  the  expression 
you  can  require.  To  take  a  few  specimens  at  random, 
by  way  of  example.  The  appearance  of  Troilus  striding 
across  the  hall  after  his  return  from  Cressida,  when  she 
was  taken  from  him  and  delivered  up  to  the  Greeks  : — 

"  To  Troy  is  come  this  woful  Troilus, 
In  sorrow,  above  all  sorrow's  smart, 
^\^  felon-look,  and  with  face  despiteous ; 
Then  suddenly  down  from  his  horse  he  start, 
And  thro'  his  palace,  with  a  swollen  heart. 
To  chamber  went." 

The  countenance  of  Cressida,  when  she  has  heard  the 
news  that  she  is  to  be  separated  from  her  lover  ; — 

"  About  her  eyen  two,  a  purple  ring 
Bitrent,^  in  sothfast  '  tokening  of  her  pain. 
That  to  behold  it  was  a  deadly  thing. ' 

The  love-worn  Arcite,  who,  from  the  weakness  of  his 
spirits,  burst  into  tears  if  he  "heard  song  or  instrument 
about  the  house."  Shakspeare  himself  could  not  have 
surpassed  this  for  the  intensity  of  its  truth. 

One  of  the  impersonations  described  in  the  temple  of 
Mars,  is ; — 

••  The  smiler  with  the  knife  under  the  cloak l" 
Another  in  the  same, — 

"  The  cold^  Death,  with  mouth  gaping  upright." 
Here  is  a  fine  portrait  of  one  being  led  to  execution ; — 

"  Have  you  not  seen  sometime  a  pal^  face, 
Among  a  press,'  of  him  that  hath  been  led 
Towdni  his  death,  where,  as  he  gett'th  no  grace ;  * 
And  such  a  colour  in  his  face  hath  had, 


>  Bitrent— encircled.    •  Sothfast— real.    '  Press — crowd.    *  Grace 
— pardon. 
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Etiun  know  him  that  ins  w  tieslead 

b  all  the  tuxs  in  dial  ruul— 

b  Ouuiioe.  nd  lookcth  ho-  Bboul." 

k  fctunDTOus  picture,  yet  no  less  vivid  :— ttic 
Tibmg  himself  preaching,  says ; — 

~  TttBi  pain  t  nw  lo  mvlchrn  fonh  mj  npck. 

•~  •  -  i/Bnd  anttipaa  the  people  I  fai. 

\  a  Jevr  liltimg  mfen  a  tarn." 

ltd  the  TnU  kngtb  of  a  monk  in  one  line  :— 

■■  Fm  W  a  whale,  and  ttuMAf  ai  o  Rmn. " 

r,  the  herald  of  the  dawn,  is  thus  shortly,  yet 
nlly  described  : — 


X  in  easy  and  a  pleasant  task  too,  to  go  on  mul- 

%  examples  of  this  great  poet's  accurate  eye  in 

;  after  that,  as  many  more  might  be  cited  of 

r  and  keen  satire ;   and  a  moderate  volume 

ccly  cnntain  all   the  strokes  of  passion   and 

with  which  his  poems  abound.     The  history 

i  and  Cressida  alone,  (the  admiration  of  Sir 

wy,)  for  profound   feeling,  would  honour  any 

rer  breathed.    Every  scene, — where  the  lovers 

are  concerned, — is  redolent  with    sighs  of 

«  breath  "  as  the  following. 

e  bant  has  arrived  that  Cressida  is  to  depart 

Grecian  camp  to  meet  her  father,  she  makes  this 

d  xnd  consoling  speech  to  her  lover  : — 

-  For  mnrth'  wdt.  thai  your  cstaie  royal, 
Vor  vain  dclighl,  nnt  only  wwlhineM 
Of  TOO  in  wiu.  or  loutnay  mnrllal. 
Nor  pomp,  ana)',  nobtcy,'  ur  eke  richesa 
"  —    " "o  your  dislnas ; 


IM  tvral  iirltit,  £miii4t^  m/um  tnili.- 
nat  BHJ  dU  ca*ii  Ifinl  had  m  yam  rulk* 


le  lusrt.  anit  manhood  thai  ye  had, 
ye  lad.  at  me  thought,  tn  deipile 
Butty  thimg  thai  KHiutd'  imtB  ia4. 


i&a.fn 


'  Nobley-nobiUty.  »  Kmli- 
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As  rud^ess,  and  peopUsh  *  afpeHU, 

And  that  your  reason  bridled  your  delight: 

This  made,  aboven  every  o^ature, 

That  I  was  yours,  and  shall  while  I  may  dure." 

And  the  following  is  the  deportment  of  her  lover  after  her 
departure.  He  is  bewailing  his  fate  during  the  hours  of 
sleep : — 

*•  *  Who  seeth  you  now,  my  rights  lod^-star  ?  ■ 
Who  sitteth  now,  or  stant '  in  vour  presence  ? 
Who  can  comf6rten  now  ^our  hearth's  war  ? 
Now  I  am  gone,  whom  give  ye  audience  ? 
Who  speaketh  me  right,  now  in  absence  ? 
Alas  1  no  wight,  and  that  is  all  mv  care ; 
For  well  wot  I,  as  ill  as  I  ye  fare. 

"  And  when  he  fell  in  any  sliunberings 
Anon,  begin  he  should^  for  to  groan. 
And  dreamen  of  the  dreadfuUest^  things 
That  mights  been,  as,  mete^  he  were  alone 
In  place  horrible,  malcing  aye  his  moan. 
Or  meten  ^  that  he  was  among^  all 
His  enemies,  and  in  their  hand^  ColL* 

"  And  therevrithal  his  body  should^  start. 
And  with  the  start  all  suddenly  avirake. 
And  such  a  tremour  feel  about  his  heart. 
That  of  the  fear  his  body  should^  quake. 
And  therewithal  he  should  a  nois^  make. 
And  seem  as  though  he  should^  fallen  deep 
From  high  aloft : — and  then  he  would^  weep." 

Crcssida  has  promised  to  return  to  him  in  a  month  : — 

"  And  every  night,  as  was  his  wont  to  do, 
He  stood,  the  bright  moon  shining  to  behold. 
And  all  his  sorrow  to  the  moon  he  told. 
And  said — '  Surely  when  thou  art  homed  new, 
I  shall  be  glad— ii  ALL  thb  world  be  true.'  " 

How  beautiful  the  thought  1  to  make  his  love  the  whole 
world,  and  the  whole  world  to  be  absorbed  in  the  one 
idea  of  his  love.  There  are  no  more  genuine  and  un- 
tainted creatures  than  Chaucer's  lovers.  They  speak 
with  hearts  of  primeval  innocence  :  there  is  no  worldly- 
mindedness, — no  self-seeking  in  their  actions.  They 
have  no  thought  but  the  all-engrossing  one  of  loving  im- 
reservedly  and  adoringly. 

*  Peoplish — common,  coarse.  •  Lode-star — ^north  star  (the  guide 
of  the  mariner).  '  Stant— standeth.  <  Mete— dreamed.  ^  Fall- 
fallen. 
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J  say,  that  the  above  hasty  references 
s  exhibited  for  samples  of  the  complete  mag- 
tt)  have  not  been  addressed  to  the  in- 
aintonce  of  Chaucer ;  they  ate  quoted  for  the 
e  of  inducing  the  young  and  the  lasleful,  to 
i^MKn  his  poems  arc  as  yet  "  a  sealed  book,"  to  prepare 
tbciittid««  for  many  an  hour  of  delight  and  wonder. 
The  obMlew  dialect  may  for  a  time  be  a  stumbling-block 
I  ".heir  progress ; — but  this  overcome,  great  will  be  their 

I.TJid. 


The  Arms  of  Chaucer. 
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"  For  out  of  Ih'  oldi  lieldis,  as  men  nilfa, 
Cometh  all  this  new  com  titim  jtaz  lo  year ; 
And  out  of  aidi  bookfs,  in  good  hilh, 
Cometh  all  this  new  atatatc  that  men  lere;" 


The  tender  cioppfa :  and  the  youngrf  si 
HjiIi  in  the  Ram  his  halK  course  jmn. 
And  MtiaiU  fowlts  maken  melody. 
That  ilecpcn  all£  night  with  open  eye, 
So  prickrih  them  nature  in  their  courigcs,' 
Tbea  langen  folk  to  go  on  pilgrima^s, 

Holt— gnivt.  foresl. 


V.  k  «M  ,m 


ilu  Kjm.]  Rather  the  iTii/f.  for"  Ihc  showeta  o( 
wd  the  drouih  of  Marth  to  the  root,"  ihe  sun 
thrau{b  ihe  sign  ol  the  Ram  and  cniered  ihat  <rf 
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And  palmers  for  to  seeken  Strang^  strands, 

To  servd  hallows*  couth*  in  sundry  lands ; 

And  'specially  from  every  shirk's  end 

Of  Engleland  to  Canterbury  they  wend,* 

The  holy  blissful  martyr  for  to  seek 

That  them  hath  holpen  when  that  they  were  sick. 

Befell  that  in  that  season  on  a  day, 
In  South wark  at  the  Tabard  as  I  lay, 
Ready  to  wenden*  on  my  pilgrimage 
To  Canterbury  with  devout  courdge ; 
At  night  was  come  into  that  hostelry 
Well  nine-and-twenty  in  a  company 
Of  sundry  folk,  by  ^venture  yfaJl  25 

In  fellowship,  and  pilgrims  were  they  all 
That  towdrd  Canterbury  woulden  ride. 
The  chambers  and  the  stables  weren  wide,* 
And  well  we  weren  easdd*  att^  best 

And  shortly  when  the  sun  was  gone  to  rest,        50 
So  had  I  spoken  with  them  evereach  one. 
That  I  was  of  their  fellowship  anon, 
And  mad^  foreword*  early  for  to  rise. 
To  take  our  way  there  as  I  you  devise. 

But  nath^less^  while  I  have  time  and  space,       35 
Or  that  I  farther  in  this  Tal^  pace. 
Me  thinketh  it  accordant  to  reasdn 
To  tellen  you  alld  the  condition 
Of  each  of  them,  so  as  it  seemed  me. 
And  which  they  weren,  and  of  what  degree,  40 

And  eke  in  what  array  that  they  were  in ; 
And  at  a  knight  then  will  I  first  begin. 

A  Knight  there  was,  and  that  a  worthy  man. 
That  from  the  tim^  that  he  first  began 
To  riden  out,  he  lov^d  chivalry,  45 

Truth  and  hondur,  freedom  and  courtesy. 
Full  worthy  was  he  in  his  lord^  war. 
And  thereto  had  he  ridden,  no  man  farre.* 
As  well  in  Christendom  as  in  Heatheness, 
And  ever  honour'd  for  his  worthiness.  50 

'Hallows  —  holiness.  'Couth — known.  'Wend— go,  make 
way.  <  Wide  —  spacious.  *  Eased  atte  best  —  commodioiisly 
lodged.  *  Forewoid — promise.  ^  Natheless— nevertheless.  •  Pure 
— farther. 

V.  20.  Tabard.'\  Since  improperly  called  the  Talbot,  The 
Talbot  was  a  huntmg-dog.  between  a  hound  and  a  beagle.  The 
Tabard  was  a  "jacket,  or  sleeveless  coat,  worn  in  times  post  bf 
noblemen  in  the  wars,  but  now  only  by  heralds,  and  is  called  their 
coat  of  arms  in  service." — Speght, 
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Al  Afisandre'  he  w»  when  il  wns  won  : 
FuD  often  time  he  had  ihc  board  begun 
Aboren  alW  natidns  in  Prussc : 
Is  LeUDwe*  had  he  reysed.^  and  in  Rtissc, 
No  Chnstinii  man  so  oft  of  his  degree ; 
ta  Getnade  at  ibe  siege  eke  had  he  be* 
Of  A](!CsiT,  and  ridd'n  in  Belinarie: 
Al  Lcyis  was  he,  and  at  Satalie, 
■When  they  were  won  ;  and  in  ihc  Create  Sea* 
Ji\  many  a  noble  anny  had  he  be.* 
At  cnavuJ  battles  had  he  been  iifcecn, 
And  foughtcn  for  our  fai(h  at  Tramissenc 
la  Ust^  thii^,  and  aye  slain  his  foe. 

Thii  ilk^*  worthy  Knighi  had  been  also 
Komrtiin^  with  the  Lord  of  Palathie 
Againal  Another  hcnlhen  in  Turkey, 
And  evermore  he  had  a  sovereign  prise,' 
And  though  thai  he  was  worthy  he  was  wise,   . 
And  of  his  portc  as  meek  as  is  a  maid. 
He  never  yci  no  villainy'  ne  said 
In  49  bis  life  unio  no  manner  wight : 


Hi»  horse  was  goud,  bur  he  ni  „  , 

Of  futtiin  he  wearW  a  gipon" 
AIK  bcsmolicr'd"  with  his  habergeon." 
Yft  )je  ».!» l.iie  jfcome  bora  his  viige," 
Ami  urnrc  tor  to  done"  his  pilgrimage. 

With  hiin  ihcfc  was  his  son,  a  j-oungrf  Squire, 
A  jivtr  an.l  a  lusty  bachelor. 
With  kick^s  curl'd  as  they  were  laid  in  press ; 
Of  twenty  years  of  age  he  was  I  guess. 


'  I,ciiowe—  Lilhuania.  •  Reysed. 
IgnibaGaitiBai— fouriKTT^.  nddm.  ■  IlF—beeD.  'GreatcSca; 
w.  Trnhut  aim  tlul  (he  Mnlllcnsneon  »  hnc  impU^d.  *  like 
;*■■&  •  Pnw^pniK.  *  ViiUiny— unworthy  of  a  geolleraan. 
••pw  (>■>"■■  >>.>^-  Seoichl— a  wn  of  ihort  caisock.  ""Bf- 
»«m3    maeiL     "  Haliem«n— a  sndl  coal  of  mail.     "  ViagF 


''.^UktJlkiiBarihfun—inPruiit.'S    Hehad  b«n  pUod 
I    UtttlMd  of  UiF  uMe.  t^F  usual  complimcDI  to  Kiraordinoiy 
»  veiy  properly  ciplain  u.    When  our 


.  .^...J^y^t.t. 
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Of  his  statdre  he  was  of  even  length, 

And  wonderly  deliver,*  and  great  of  strength  ; 

And  he  had  been  some  time  in  chevachie,'*  85 

In  Flaunders,  in  Artois,  and  in  Picardie, 

And  borne  him  well,  as  of  so  little  space,' 

In  hope  to  standen  in  his  lady's  grace. 

Embroider'd  was  he,  as  it  were  a  mead 
All  full  of  fresh^  flowr^s  white  and  red  :  90 

Singing  he  was  or  floyting^  all  the  day; 
He  was  as  fresh  as  is  the  month  of  May : 
Short  was  his  gown,  with  sleeves  long  and  wide; 
Well  could  he  sit  on  horse,  and  fair^  ride : 
He  could^  song^s  make,  and  well  endite,  95 

Joust  and  eke  dance,  and  well  pourtray  and  write : 
So  hot  he  lov^d,  that  by  nightertale* 
He  slept  no  more  than  doth  the  nightingale  : 
Courteous  he  was,  lowly  and  serviceable. 
And  carv'd  before  his  father  at  the  table.  100 

A  Yeonum  had  he,  and  servants  no  mo 
At  that  time,  for  him  lust*  to  rid^  so, 
And  he  was  clad  in  coat  and  hood  of  green; 
A  sheaf  of  peacock  arrows  bright  and  keen 
Under  his  belt  he  bare  full  thriftily '?  105 

Well  could  he  dress*  his  tackle  yeomanly : 
His  arrows  drooped  not  with  feathers  low. 
And  in  his  hand  he  bare  a  mighty  bow. 

A  not-head*  had  he  with  a  brown  visdge  : 
Of  wood-craft  coud*®  he  well  all  the  usdge :  1 10 

Upon  his  arm  he  bare  a  gay  bracer,** 
And  by  his  side  a  sword  and  a  buckler, 
And  on  that  other  side  a  gay  dagger, 

*  Wonderly  deliver — ^wonderfully  active :  from  the  French  Uhrt, 
free.  *  Chevachie  (French,  ckevauchi^  —  a  military  expedition. 
3  Conducted  himself  well,  considering  the  short  time  that  he  had 
served.  *  Floyting  —  flutinf ,  playing  on  the  flute,  whistling.* 
'•*  Nightertale — ^night-time.  •  Lust — ^pleased :  it  pleased  him  to  ride 
so.  ''.  Thriftily  —  carefully.  ®  Dress  —  apply.  •  Nott  — shorn, 
cropped.  Sax.  knot.  *®  Coud — knew,  understood;  the  part p€ut 
of  conne,  to  know.     "  Bracer — a  defence  for  the  archer's  arm. 

*  The  Squire  would  not,  in  all  probability,  have  a  flute  always 
with  him.  I  should  therefore  prefer  the  reading  that  he  "  whistUd 
all  the  day ;  "  as  being  a  more  natural  touch  of  character,  as  well 
as  in  keeping  with  the  hilarity  of  youth. 


V.  85.  in  chevachie,^  ChtvoMchie^  French.  It  most  i>roperIy 
means  an  expedition  with  a  small  party  of  cavalry,  but  is  often 
used  generally  for  any  military  expedition.   Hollinshed  calls  it  a  rodt. 

V.  100.  And  carv  d  before  his  fatktr.'\  The  practice  of  Squires 
(oi  the  highest  quality)  carving  at  their  fathers'  tables  has  been  fuUy 
illustrated  by  M.  de  Ste  Palaye,  Ac.  des  Insc.  t.  xx.  p.  604. — T^r. 
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MatfiCMM  well,  and  sharp  as  point  of  spenr : 
A  Chri«oph*r  on  his  breast  of  silver  sheen.' 
A  bom  he  bure.  the  bauldrick  *  was  of  green : 
A  for'sicr  wis  he  sothely*  as  I  guess. 
There  was  alsn  a  Nun.  a  Prioress ; 
Thil  of  bcT  smiling  was  full  simple  and  coy, 
H»T  greatest  oath  n'.is'  but  by  Saint  Eloy, 
Aa<l  she  was  deprfd '  Madam  Eglantine ; 
Fall  well  she  sangi  the  service  divine, 
RsninM  in  her  nose  full  sweei^ty; 
And  French  she  spaltc  full  fair  and  fetisly," 
After  the  school  of  Scralford  att^  Bow, 
For  French  of  Paris  was  to  her  unknow :' 
At  meatf  was  she  well  ytaughi  withal. 
She  let  no  morsel  from  her  lipp^  fall. 
Ne  wet*  her  tinkers  in  her  sauei  deep ; 
Well  could  she  carry  a  morsel,  and  well  keep, 
That  no  drop  ne  fell  upon  her  breast ; 
In  COTincsy  was  set  hill  much  her  lesl;' 
Ha  ovcr-Upp^  wipM  she  so  clean 
Thu  in  her  cuppd  was  no  farthing'" 


'35 


sheraught:" 
Attd  cikcrly"  she  was  of  great  disport, 
And  &|Q  pteasjnt  and  amiable  of  pone. 
And  piain^d  her  to  contrefeiten  cheer" 
Of  coort,  and  be  cscalcly  of  mann^re,  140 

Awl  to  be  balden  dlgne  '*  of  reverence. 
But  for  to  speaken  of  her  conscience; 
She  wM  V>  cWilablc  and  so  piteous. 
She  vouldd  weep  if  that  she  saw  a  mouse 
Caagbi  in  a  trap,  if  it  were  dead  or  bled.  145 

"'   -  "i  hounds  had  she,  that  she  fed 
VMtb  roosted  l!csh.  and  milk,  and  wasiel  bread, 
But  swe  wept  she  if  one  of  them  were  dead, 

*  Etauklrirk — &  lace  or  tKtI.  10  suspend  thi: 
I  tma  the  ihoolilcr.  •  SolheU-— mily.  *  N*«s  (for  nf  was)— 
»  C)«I>n)~i5ii)ed.  *  Frliily— feally.  nenlW,  properly. 
fart,  full,  unknown,  '  Wcl— wMlcd.  'Lest— plea- 
g*brr  plouRire  consisted  in  ■  courleous  demeanour." 
Be  nay  tmoU  thing.  "  Raugbl — reached.  "  Sikerly 
flMHinlj  "  Cheer— countenance:  thai  a.  "she 
^f  a  coanllke  nnd  stately  countenance  and  manner,'* 


»  Fraaor  wore  leaden  nixins  hi 
Kuj.  emfamtJ  IM  »tr*BU.'i  To  the  present  lU 
fcrlnc  "ihc  tRiice  divine,"  hm  undergone  no  (i 
buic  hAion  of  tbe  nun'i  hatrtt. 
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Or  if  men  smote  it  with  a  yard^*  smxirt  :' 

And  all  was  conscience  and  tender  heart  1 50 

Full  seemly  her  wimple  *'  ypinch^  was, 
Her  nose  tretfse,*  her  eyen  grey  as  glass ; 
Her  mouth  full  small,  and  thereto  soft  and  red ; 
But  sikerly*  she  had  a  fair  forehead  : 
It  was  almost  a  spann^  broad  I  trow ;  155 

For  hardily*  she  was  not  undergrow.' 

Full  fetise®  was  her  cloak,  as  I  was  'ware. 
Of  small  cordl  about  her  arm-  she  bare 
A  pair  of  bead^s  gauded*  all  with  green, 
And  thereon  hung  a  brooch  of  gold  full  sheen,'^    160 
On  which  was  first  ywritten  a  crown^  A, 
And  after,  Amor  vincit  omnia. 

Another  Nun  also  with  her  had  she. 
That  was  her  chappelMine,  and  Priestis  three. -J[Jf*^V*^ 

A  Monk  there  was,  a  fair  *'  for  the  mast^r^,  ^^165 
An  out-rider,*'^  that  lov^d  venery ; " 
A  manly  man  to  been"  an  abbot  able ; 
Full  many  a  dainty  horse  had  he  in  stable. 
And  when  he  rode  men  might  his  bridle  hear 
Gingling  in  a  whistling  wind  as  clear  170 

And  eke  as  loud  as  doth  the  chapel  bell. 
There  ^*  as  this  lord  was  keeper  of  the  celL 

The  rule  of  Saint  Maure  and  of  Saint  Bene't," 
Because  that  it  was  old  and  somedeal  strait," 
This  ilke  **  monk  let  oldd  thing^s  pace,'^  175 

And  held  after  the  new^  world  the  trace.*^ 
He  gave  not  of  the  text  a  pulled  hen, 
That  saith,  that  hunters  be  not  holy  men, 

1  Yarde— staff,  stick.  'Smart  —  adv.  smartly.  'Wimple- 
kerchief  for  the  neck.  *  Tretise — ^well  shaped.  *  Sikerly— -of  a 
truth,  certainly.  ®  Hardily  (Fr.  hardimeni) — boldly,  certainly. 
'  Undergrow — undergrown ;  of  short  stature.  •  Fetise — ^neat,  well 
made.  *  Gauded — trimmed,  garnished.  *•  Sheen — ^shining.  "  A 
fair — that  is,  "a  fair  one."  **  Out-rider — as  we  should  say  "  a  rider 
out-and-out."  ^^  Venery  —  hunting.  "Been  —  to  have  been. 
'^  There — where.  *®  Bene't — Benedict.  *'  Strait — circumscribed, 
narrow.  "*  like — same.  *'  Pace — move  away.  *  Trace — ^path, 
track.  

V.  169.  his  bridle  hear.'\  It  was  formerly  the  fashion  to  hang 
bells  to  the  horses'  bridles.  Spenser,  in  his  P<ury  Queen,  thus 
describes  the  caparison  of  a  lady's  steed : — 

••  Her  wanton  palfrey  all  was  overspread 
With  tinsel  trappings,  woven  like  a  wave, 
Whose  bridle  rung  with  golden  bells  and  bosses  brave." 

B.  z.  Canto  a.  Stansa  13. 

V.  177.  a  pilled  hen.]  I  have  been  told  that  a  hen  whose  feathers 
are  pulled  or  plucked  off.  will  not  lay  any  eggs ;  if  that  be  true. 
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Nor  thai  a  monV  «thcii  he  is  reckless, 

li  [ike  10  a  fish  ihai  is  waterless;  iRo 

Tliis  is  ID  say,  a  monk  out  of  his  cloister ; 

TTib  ilk*'  text  held  he  not  worth  an  oyster ; 

And  I  say  bU  npinidn  was  good. 

What!  diould  he  study  'ndniafcc  himselven  wood,' 

Upon  a  book  in  cloistr'  alway  to  pore,  rS; 

Or  swtnkcn  *  with  his  handds,  and  labdur, 

\»  Austiti  bit  ?♦  liow  shall  the  world  be  seri'iid? 

Lci  Austin  have  bis  swink'  to  him  rescrv^  : 

Dicreftitc  he  was  a  prichasour'  a-right, 

GrejlMNiRds  he  had  as  swift  as  fowl  of  flight         190 

O*  pricking'  and  uf  hunting  (or  the  hare 

Wu  all  his  lust,'  for  no  cost  would  he  spare. 

I  saw  his  sleeves  purliled*  at  the  hand 
With  pis,*  and  that  the  finest  of  the  land ; 
Am),  lor  lo  fasten  his  hood  under  his  chin,  195 

He  bad  of  gold  ywTOUghl  a  curious  pin ; 
A  Iove4nut  in  the  greater  end  there  was  : 
Hit  he«d  was  bald,  and  shone  as  any  glass. 
And  eke  his  ticc.  as  it  had  been  anoint  ; 
He  «iu  a  lord  full  fat  and  in  good  point :  200 

His  eycn  sleep,  and  railing  in  his  head. 
That  suam^d  as  a  furnace  of  a  lead  ; 
Hi)  boolib  supple,  his  horse  in  great  cslaie  : 
Nov  ceruunly  he  was  a  fair  prelate  : 
He  was  not  pale  as  a  forepinM  '"  ghost ;  105 

A  ta>  fwui  lov'd  he  best  of  any  roast  : 
His  pftlfrcy  was  as  brown  as  is  a  borry, 

A  Friar  there  was,  a  wanton  and  a  merry. 
A  iJmitcr,  a  full  solemn^  man  : 
In  all  the  orders  four  is  none  that  can"  210 

So  muich  of  dalliance  and  fair  language. 
He  had  fmadc  full  many  a  marriage 
Of  ytMng*  women  at  his  owcn  cost ; 
L'luo  bis  order  he  was  a  noble  post. 

W.jixl— craiy.  niad.    *  Swinktn — Icril.  drudge 

IMcknour— a  haul  nder.      •Pricking— hard 

Lull— dcUgbL  gRttiftcKliuR.     *  Purliird— WTOughl  nl  ihr 

Orit — a  fm.  and  |)rolHl>ly  rrem  the  nami;.  of  a  grtj  colour 


-■lUKil     "  Can— 


T  Is  marc  Torrc  in  thpi^llhel  tl 


itj.  ta  Amili'  Hi)  Lt.  Imldeth:  Chaucer  rrequratlj'  abbrr- 
iIk  tUid  paion  ilnf[Dlar  o(  the  pnsmi  unte  in  ihii  manner 
alMI,  rtl  lot  rHnk;Jkal  tot  jlnJM  .  riil  fur  riiel* ;  lUmltoi 
^"■""1;  lit  far  nlltfi  ;  writ  far  imililA. 
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Full  well  belov^  and  famili^  was  he  215 

With  franklins  over  all,  in  his  country 

And  eke  with  worthy  women  of  the  towDy 

For  he  had  power  of  confessidn, 

As  said  himself,  more  than  a  curate^ 

For  of  his  ord'r  he  was  a  licenciate.  220 

Full  sweetly  heard  he  confessidn. 

And  pleasant  was  his  absolutidn. 

He  was  an  easy  man  to  give  penndnce 

There  as  he  wist  to  have  a  good  pittance; 

For  unto  a  poor  order  for  to  give,  225 

Is  sign^  that  a  man  is  well  yshrive;  ^ 

For  if  he  gave,  he  durst^  make  avant 

He  wist^  diat  a  man  was  repentant ; 

For  many  a  man  so  hard  is  of  his  heart 

He  may  not  weep  although  him  sor6  smart;  250 

Therefore  instead  of  weeping  and  prayers. 

Men  must  give  silver  to  the  poor^  frii&s. 

His  tippet  was  ay  farc^*  full  of  knives 
And  pins  for  to  given  fair^  wives : 
And  certainly  he  had  a  merry  note ;  235 

Well  could  he  sing  and  playen  on  a  rote.' 
Of  yeddings*  he  bare  utterly  the  pris;^ 
His  neck  was  whit^  as  the  neur  de  lis  : 
Thereto  he  strong  was  as  a  diampidn, 
And  knew  well  the  taverns  in  every  town,  240 

And  every  hostler  and  gay  tapst^ie^ 
Better  than  a  lazir^  or  a  beggere; 
For  unto  such  a  worthy  man  as  he 
Accordeth  naught,  as  by  his  faculty 
To  haven  with  sike?  la^u*s^  acquaintance:  245 

It  is  not  honest,  it  may  not  advance, 
As  for  to  dealen  with  no  such  pouxalUe^f 
But  all  with  rich,  and  sellers  of  vitaiUei 

And  over  all,  there  as  profit  should  arise 
Courteous  he  was,  and  lowly  of  seFvice :  250 

There  n'as*  no  man  no  where  so  virtuous; 
He  was  the  best^  beggar  in  all  his  house, 
And  gave  a  certain  fennd*^  for  the  grant 
None  of  his  breth^ren  came  in  his  haunt : 

*  Yshrive — shriven,  confessed.  '  Farced — stuffed.  •  Rote— ^ 
musical  instrument,  like  the  andent  psaltery.  ^Yeddingi — sup- 
posed to  be  songs.  ^  Pris — price;  as  we  should  say  "bore  avav 
the  bell."  •  Larar— leper.  ^  ^e — such.  *  PouraUle— offiu. 
''  N 'as— was  noL    ^°  Ferme — farm ;  that  is,  he  farmed  the  gianL 


V.  320.  he  vfos  a  iicentiaie.']    One  licensed  by  the  pope  to  be«r 
confessions. 


THE  PROLOGUE. 

a  widow  bMld^  but  a  shoe, 
I  was  his  ■'  Ih  ^rimipio" ) 
id  h«  have  a  fanhmg  e'er  he  wenl ; 
bnsc  wns  well  belter  thnn  his  rcnl : 
jt  he  could  as  it  had  been  a  whelp; 
lays  there  could  he  muchel  help ; 
For  there  was  he  not  hke  a  cloisterer, 
A'tth  threadbare  cape,  as  is  a  poor  scholar. 
But  he  was  like  a  master  or  a  pope: 
Of  doable  worsted  was  his  semicope,' 
Tlui  round  was  as  a  bell  out  of  the  press, 
Sotncwfaat  he  lisf^for 


To  nuke  his  English  sweet  upon  his  longue; 
And  in  his  harping,  when  that  be  had  sung, 
His  eyen  twinldMiin  his  head,  aright 
As  do  the  surras  in  a  frosty  night 
This  wortby  limitcr  was  clep'd  Hubrfrd. 

A  MercMamt  was  there  with  a  forlu^d  beard : 
In  mailcy,  and  bi^  on  horse  he  sal. 
And  on  his  head  a  Flaundrish  beaver  hat. 
His  booths  cUspfd  fair  and  fetisly;" 
Kis  reasons  spake  he  full  solemn^tv, 
Sounding  alway  the  increase  of  his  winning : 
I  He  would  the  sea  were  kept,'  for  any  thing, 
\  Benriscn  Ktiddlcburgh  and  Orfweli. 
r  Well  could  he  in  exchanges  shield^s*  sell. 
I  This  worthv  man  full  well  his  wit  beset;' 
I  There  wisl^  no  wight  that  he  was  in  debt, 

o  steadfastly  did  he  his  governance' 
gWnh  his  bargaiiu,  and  with  his  chevisancc 
'l  he  was  a  worthy  man  withal, 
ll  to  say  I  n'ot'  bow  men  him  call. 
if  there  was  of  Oxenford  also, 
o  logic  hadd^  lon^  ygo.' 
i  was  his  horse  as  is  a  rake, 
And  he  was  not  right  fat  I  undertake. 

u— shral  clonk.      *  Feiisly— feallv,    nealJy.      '  K< 

•«MEl>U_l''rench  crowiu.  so  cillal  from  ihcir  hnv 

""  ■  -      1— employed.     '  Govenunct;,   i 

uuge  11,— 50  iicadily  diJ  he 

1  iKiiTDWiOB  moaey.    "  N  ol — 


■'l'^ 


*V^'*T' 


rf«f),]    -V  i!«y  nppoinled  (or  the  imkiiblc  sciilp- 
B  »»«  alkil  a  iDte-day. — Braettin.  L  v,  tul.  369. 
L  Mir  Md  Bsrrv  lHfl.'\     Tlf  «ld   tutsidy  of  tonnnge  and 
'--31  Su  Iha  kin{  "pur  b  $aa^[ude  el  ctulodie  del 
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But  looked  hollow,  and  thereto  soberly. 
Full  threadbare  was  his  overest  courtepy;^ 
For  he  had  gotten  him  yet  no  benefice, 
Nor  was  naught  worldly  to  have  an  office; 
For  him  was  lever'  have  at  his  bed's  head 
Twenty  book^s  clothed  in  black  or  red 
Of  Aristotle  and  his  philosophy, 
Than  rob^s  rich,  or  fiddle  or  psaltry ; 
But  all  be  that  he  was  a  philosdpher 
Yet  hadd^  he  but  little  gold  in  coffer. 
But  all  that  he  might  of  his  friend^s  hent,' 
On  bookds  and  on  learning  he  it  spent. 
And  busily  'gan  for  the  soul^s  pray 
Of  them  that  gave  him  wherewith  to  scholay.* 
Of  study  took  he  most^  cure  and  heed; 
Not  a  word  spake  he  mor^  than  was  need, 
And  that  was  said  in  form  and  reverence, 
And  short  and  quick,  and  fiill  of  high  sentence 
Sounding  in  moral  virtue  was  his  speech, 
And  gladly  would  he  learn  and  gladly  teach. 

A  Sergeant  of  the  Law,  wary  and  wise, 
That  often  had  ybeen  at  the  parvis,' 
There  was  also  full  rich  of  excellence; 
Discreet  he  was,  and  of  great  reverence; 
He  seemed  such,  his  word^s  were  so  wise  : 
Justice  he  was  full  often  in  assise 
By  patent  and  by  pleine'  commission : 
For  his  science  and  for  his  high  renown 
Of  fees  and  rob^s  had  he  many  one; 
So  great  a  purchaser  was  no  where  none : 
All  was  fee  simple  to  him  in  effect, 
His  purchasing  might  not  been  in  suspect' 
No  where  so  busy  a  man  as  he  there  n'as,* 
And  yet  he  seemed  busier  than  he  was. 
.  In  term^s  had  he  case  and  domes'®  all 
That  from  the  time  of  King  Will,  weren  fall ; 

>  Overest  courtepy — ^uppermost  short  cloak.  •  Lcver- 
'  Rent— catch  hold  of.  *  Scholay— study.  *  High  sentei 
lofty  period.  •  Parvis — portico  to  a  church.  See  not 
^  Pleine — full.  *  Suspect — suspicion.  "  N'as — ^was  not. 
and  domes : — I  take  the  meaning  of  thcfH;  two  lines  to  be, 
was  master  of  all  the  cases  and  opinions  tiiat  had  been  gi' 
the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror. 


V.  31a.  at  the  parvis.]  Parvis — a  church,  or  church-po 
plied  to  the  mootings  or  law  disputes  among  young  studei 
mns  of  court ;  and  also  to  that  disputation  at  Oxford,  a 
putath  in  parvisiis. 
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TlKrcio  he  could  indite  and  make  a  thing; 

TlwTe  collide  no  wight  iiinch '  ai  his  writing ; 

And  cTcry  statute  could'  he  pkin  by  role.' 

tie  rode  but  homely  \n  a  medley*  coat,  330 

Gin  wrth  a  leitil'  of  siik  with  barr^s  smalt.' 

Of  bis  array  icU  I  no  longer  tale. 

A  FfoiUerlin'  who  was  in  this  company ; 
White  was  his  board  as  is  the  dai£sy  : 
Of  his  complcxiiin  he  was  sangtiine ;  335 

WcO  lov'd  he  by  the  morrow  3  sop  in  wine  : 
To  livm  in  delight  was  ever  his  won,' 
For  he  was  Epicurus'  ow^n  son. 
Thai  held  opmiiin,  thai  plein*  delight 
Was  vwily  felicity  partite.  340 

A  bou»choldcr,  and  that  a  great  was  he  ; 
Saitu  Julian  be  was  in  his  countn^. 
Kit  bnstd,  his  ale,  wai  always  after  one ; 
Abetter  cnvinid"'man  was  no  where  none. 
Wiiliuiuen  bake  meat  never  was  his  house  34; 

Of  luh  and  flesh,  and  that  so  plenteous 
It  ioowfd  in  his  house  of  meat  and  drink 
Ofalltf  dainties  that  men  could  of  think. 
After  the  sundry  sciisons  of  the  year, 
So  changM  he  his  meat  and  his  soup^re.  350 

Foil  many  a  fat  partridge  had  he  'a  mew," 
Ad(1  many  a  bream,  and  many  a  luce '"  In  stew. 
Woe  was  hts  cook  but  if  his  sauctf  were'* 
PotgiMdt  and  sharp ;  and  ready  all  his  gear." 
His  table  dormant  in  his  hall  alway  335 

ScmmI  r«su)y  cover'd  all  the  long^  day. 

At  sessions  there  was  he  lord  and  sire ; 
Full  nften  lime  he  was  knight  of  the  shire. 
An  anlace  '*  and  a  gipcierc  "  all  of  silk 
HtiDK  at  his  girdle  white  as  morrow  milk.  360 

A  Jilrerev-c  had  he  been  and  a  countour ; " 
Was  no  where  such  a  worthy  vavasour." 

a  Ba*  in  liii  writing,      '  Coulrl— 

Mnlley— mixed  colour.     '  Stint— 

'  FrarliliB— a  suhsunlial  eounlry 

mnli  10  the  knighl 

im.      "  Plein  — fuU 

"  Grar— uppn- 
-punc.      "  L'oun- 


x^vcxcacn  lor  tbe  wisdom  thttt  he  eta,* 
Was  shapdich*  for  to  be  an  aldennaiL 
For  cattle  hadden  they  enough  and  ren 

And  eke  their  wiv^s  would  it  well  assen 
And  ell^s  certainly  they  were  to  blame 
It  is  full  fair  to  be  yclep'd'  Maddme, 
And  for  to  go  to  vigils^  all  before, 
And  have  a  mantie  r^allich*  ybore. 

A  Coke  they  hadden  with  hem  for  the 
To  boil  the  chickens  and  the  marrow  be 
And  poudre  marchant,*^  tart  and  galing 
Well  could  he  know  a  draught  of  Londt 
He  could^  roast,  and  seethe,  and  broil,  i 
Maken  mortrew^s,"  and  well  bake  a  pie 
But  great  harm  was  it,  as  it  thought^  m< 
That  on  his  shin  a  mormal  ^^  hadd^  he. 

*  Ypicked — spruce.  'Ychaped — furnished,  mom 
deal — in  every  part.  ^  Dais — the  raised  floor  at  tbe  i 
banqueting  hall.  ^  Can — knew,  was  master  of.  ^ ! 
calculated.  ^  Yclep'd — called.  •  Vigil — the  eve 
•  Reallich  —  royally.  *"  Nones  —  occasion.  "  St 
"  Galingale — sweet  cypress.  *•  Mortrewes — see  note. 
an  ulcer,  or  cancer. 

V.  q8i.  for  the  nones.']  "This  phrase,  which  was  v 
though  not  always  very  precisely,  used  by  our  old  writ 
to  have  been  originally  a  corruption  of  corrupt  Lati 
nntu  I  suppose  came  for  the  nunc,  and  so  for  the 
from  ad-nunc  came  a-non.  The  Spanish  entonces  ha 
in  the  same  manner  from  in-tunc." — Tyr. 

V.  383.  And  poudre  marchantA    What  irJiw*  -»''  - 
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For  btuic-iiianger  that  made  he  with  the  best. 


39° 


He  rwk  upon  n  nnlnry'  a.s  he  couth,^ 
AH  in  a  gosn  of  biding*  to  the  knee, 

X  hanging  by  a  lace  had  he 

19  BCck  under  his  arm  adown  ;  395 

i  summer  had  made  his  hue  all  brown  : 

Minly  he  was  a  good  fellaw ; 

ny  a  dnuight  of  wine  he  hadd^  draw 
Frera  BoordcauK  ward,  while  that  thechapmen'sleep  ;. 
t>f  fuc^  conscience  took  he  no  keep.'  4^ 

tf  that  be  fousfai  and  had  the  higher  hand, 
Bj-  water  be  »COI  (hem  home  to  even'  land. 
Uul  of  his  craft  to  tcekon  well  his  tides. 
His  nnramds  and  his  stiand^s  him  besides ; 
Hi»  lurbcrow,'  his  moon,  and  his  lodemanage,'    405 
There  was  none  such  from  Hull  unto  Carthage. 
Hardf  be  was,  and  wise,  I  undertake : 
\\1U»  many  a  tempest  had  his  beard  been  shake  :  " 
He  ItDew  well  an  the  havens,  as  they  were 
From  Gothland  to  the  Cape  de  Finisterc;  410 

And  e«'ery  creek  in  Brciagne  and  in  Spain  : 
Hi»  barge  yclep<M"  was  Die  Magdalen. 

With  tts  there  was  a  Doctor  ofPhync; 
In  all  this  world  ne  was  there  none  him  like 
Tn  n)eak  of  physic  and  of  surgery,  415 

For  fee  was  grounded  in  astronomy. 
He  kept  his  patient  a  full  great  deal 
In  hdio^  by  his  m^c  naiurel : 
Wdl  ootild  he  forttmen"  the  dscendam 
Of  his  imiges  for  his  pati6it  420 

He  kaew  tlte  cause  of  every  malady, 
Were  it  of  cold,  or  hot,  or  moist,  or  dry, 

_'Jtoaiicj— a  hack.     '  Couth — as  he  was  able. 

*  Chapmen — dealers.     •  Took  no  keep— 

iw — baibourage.     la  Ihii  place  Mr. 

it  for  the  ptaee  of  the  sun.    •  Lode* 

_      _L_,  __        ,u  Ydepcd  — calW. 


<jmS[trj\  Tlus  seems  to  h 
le  ^  Chaucer  fram  thai  wl' 
tij  ite  M»e  luniF-  That  b  a  recelpl  for  mnkine  i 
a.  asiA ;  00*  of  the  iogmUoili  Is  the  bnwne  of 

W.tfit.  $mmifmrTU»i.'\    i  Incline  10  think  t1 
•(  tkB  riiiMg,!  it.  thai  oor  aUpiTun,  not  being  «  nu 
T  jun  W  pilaonm  '-home  bf  wnm.'^i 


1  is  now  called 
.  in  MS  Harl 
1  capon  IMsed 

tt  die  meaning 

.of -nice  con. 
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And  where  engendered,  and  of  what  hum<$ur  : 

He  was  a  very  perfect  practiser. 

The  cause  yknow^  and  of  his  harm  the  root, 

Anon  he  gave  to  the  sick  man  his  boot' 

Full  ready  had  he  his  apothecaries 

To  send  him  drugg^  and  his  lectuaries ; 

For  each  of  them  made  other  for  to  win  : 

Their  friendship  n'as  not  new^  to  begin.  ^  - 

Well  knew  he  the  old  Esculapius, 

And  Dioscorides  and  eke  Rufus, 

Old  Hippocras,  Hali,  and  GaUien, 

Serapioi),  Rasis,  and  Avicen, 

Averrois,  Damascene,  and  Constantin,  43 . 

Bernard,  and  Gatisden,  and  Gilbertin. 

Of  his  diet  measurable  was  he, 

For  it  was  of  no  superfluity, 

But  of  great  nourishing,  and  digestible. 

His  study  was  but  little  on  the  Bible.  440 

In  sanguine  and  in  perse  '  he  clad  was,  all 

Lin^d  with  taffat'  and  with  sendalL* 

And  yet  he  was  but  easy  of  dispence ; 

He  kept  that  he  won  in  the  pestilence; 

For  gold  in  physic  is  a  cordidl,  445 

Therefore  he  lov^d  gold  in  specidL 

A  good  IVi/e  was  there  ^besid^  Bothy 
But  she  was  some  deal  deaf,  and  that  was  scathe.' 
Of  cloth-making  she  hadd^  such  a  haunt ' 
She  passed  them  of  Ypres  and  of  Ghent  450 

In  all  the  parish,  wife  ne  was  there  none 
That  to  the  oft  'ring  before  her  should^  gone. 
And  if  there  did,  certain  so  wroth  was  she. 
That  she  was  out  of  all^  charity. 
Her  coverchiefs  weren  fiill  fine  of  ground ;  455 

I  durst^  swear  they  weigheden  a  pound. 
That  on  the  Sunday  were  upon  her  head  : 
Her  hosen  weren  of  fine  scarlet  red. 
Full  strait  ytied,  and  shoes  full  moist  ^  and  new  : 
Bold  was  her  face,  and  fair  and  red  of  hew.  460 

She  was  a  worthy  woman  all  her  live ; 
Husbands  at  the  church  door  had  she  had  fiw^y 

*  Yknow— ^r/.  past,  known.  •  Boot — ^help,  remedy.  •  Sanpiiiie 
and  perse — red  and  blue.  *■  Sendall — thin  silk.  ^  Scatbe»-lunii. 
damage.    •  Haunt — custom.      ^  Moist — afresh. 

V.  459.  Moist  and  new.]  Moist  is  here  used  in  a  peculiar  sense, 
as  derived  from  musUus  ;  for  according  to  Nonius,  a,  518,  "  Mnstum 
non  solum  vinum,  venim  etiam  novellum  quicquid  est,  rectedidtur." 
So  in  Manciple's  Prol.  1.  59,  moisty  ale  is  opposed  to  old. — Tyr. 
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tRTithoiKai  other  company  in  youth. 
9(U  thcTcor  nccddh  not  to  speak  as  nouth  ; ' 
And  thric«  had  ihe  been  al  Jerusalem  ;  465 

She  luckU  pasv'd  many  a  sirangf  stream  : 
Al  Kotnc  she  hadd^  been,  and  at  Bologne, 
In  Galice  at  Saint  James,  and  at  Colof^e  ; 
She  couldf '  much  of  wand'rin^  by  the-  way ; 
Ou-tooih'd  *  was  she.  soothly  •  for  10  say  :  470 

Upon  an  ambler  isuily  she  sat, 
Ywiioplcd*  welt,  and  on  ber  head  a  hai 
A»  hruad  as  is  a  buckler  or  n  targe ; 
A  sou!  mantle  Itout  her  hippos  larve. 
And  on  ber  Teet  a  pair  of  spurr^  sharp.  475 

In  fellowship  well  could  she  laugh  and  carp.° 
I  Of  remedies  of  love  she  knew  perchance. 
ITMoTihat  art  she  could'  the  old^  dance. 

A  good  man  there  was  of  religion, 
■Thai  was  a  poar^  Parson  of  a  town,  480 

I  Bui  rich  he  was  of  holy  thought  and  work ; 
I  He  was  also  a  learned  man,  a  Clerk. 
BTIial  Qirist^s  gospel  truly  wouldd  preach  ; 
*  pomhcns'  devoutly  would  he  teach  ; 
ni^  he  was,  and  wonder  diligent,  4S5 

il  tn  adversity  full  patient, 
il  sach  he  was  yprov^  often  sillrfs  ; " 
D  loath  were  him  10  cursen  for  his  tith&  ; 
u  niher  would  he  given  out  of  doubt 
Vnto hispoor^  parishcns  about  490 

PW  lus  on  ring,  and  eke  of  his  substance  ; 
"  d  in  Uitlc  thing  have  sufftsance  :  • 

I  Wide  was  his  parish,  and  houses  far  asundc-r. 
But  he  n«  left  naught  for  no  rain  nor  thunder. 
In  sickness  and  in  mischief.  10  visit  495 

The  farthest  in  his  parish  much  and  lite  '" 
"~an  hi«  feci,  and  m  his  hand  a  staff : 
»  noble  htsAmple  to  his  sheep  he  yaf," 
It  first  he  wrought,  and  afterward  he  taught, 
It  of  the  gospel  he  the  word(!s  caught,  500 

d  ihis  (igun;  he  added  yet  thereto, 
■1  if  gold  nisti!  what  should  iron  do  ? 
jpor  ifi  priest  be  Ibul  on  whom  we  trust, 
0  trondcr  is  a  \emtA  "  man  10  rust ; 

'  Could*  — knew.      'Gawoolhtd— ptotuibly 

■urn;  \\vs   Ttaluio  for  cat.      '  Sooihly  —  inily. 

un  the  nttk.      '  Carp— lalk,   piaillc  j«[. 

'  Pvlthcns— patiilBOiicTa.    •  Slihej—timei.    •  Suffi- 

Mncj.    "  Mucli  iind  1ile— gical  and  imitl].     "  Yitf— 

— Ignonnt. 
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And  shame  it  is,  if  that  a  priest  take  keep 
To  see  a  *  fouled '  shepherd  and  clean  sheep  : 
Well  ought  a  priest  ensample  for  to  give 
By  his  cleanness  how  his  sheep  should  live. 

He  sett^  not  his  benefice  to  hire, 
And  let  his  sheep  accumbred  '  in  the  mire, 
And  ran  unto  Lond6n  unto  St  Poule's 
To  seeken  him  a  chantery  *  for  souls. 
Or  with  a  brotherhood  to  be  withold  ; ' 
But  dwelt  at  home  and  keptd  well  his  fold. 
So  that  the  wolf  ne  made  it  not  miscarry  :  ^ 

He  was  a  shepherd  and  no  mercenary ; 
And  though  he  holy  were,  and  virtuous, 
He  was  to  sinful  men  not  dispftous,* 
Ne  of  his  speech^  dangerous  *  ne  digne  ;  • 
But  in  his  teaching  dfscreet  and  benign.  s^  * 

To  drawen  folk  to  heaven  with  fair^ness. 
By  good  ensample,  was  his  business  ; 
But  it  were  ^  any  person  obstinate. 
What  so  he  were  of  high  or  low  estate. 
Him  would  he  snibben  •  sharply  for  the  non^s  :  •  525 
A  better  priest  I  trow  that  no  where  none  is. 
He  waited  after  no  pomp  or  reverence, 
Ne  mak^d  him  no  spic^  conscience  ; 
But  Christ^s  lore,*®  and  his  apostles  twelve 
He  taught,  but  first  he  followed  it  himselve.  530 

With  him  there  was  a  Plowman,  was  his  brother, 
That  had  ylaid  of  dung  full  many  a  fother ;  ** 
A  tru^  swinker**  and  a  good  was  he. 
Living  in  peace  and  perfect  charity  : 
God  loved  he  best^  with  all  his  heart  535 

At  alie  times,  were  it  gain  or  smart," 
And  then  his  neighdbour  right  as  himselve. 
He  wouldd  thresh,  and  thereto  dike  and  delve," 
For  Christds  sake,  for  every  poord  wight 
Withouten  hire,  if  it  lay  in  his  might"  540 

*  Accumbred — encumbered.  •  Chantery — see  note.  '  Vy^lhoW— 
withholden,  withheld.  *  Dispitous — pitiless,  inexorEJ>le,  angnr 
to  excess.  *  Dangerous — sparing.  •  Digne — ^proud.  disdainniL 
^  But  it  were — should  it  happen  that  any  one  were,  &c  *  &ubben 
— rebuke.  ®  For  the  nones — for  the  occasion.  *•  Lore — learning, 
doctrine.  "  Fother — a  cart  load,  an  indefinite  quantity.  *>  Swinker 
— labourer.  *•  Were  it  gain,  &c.  —  whether  for  gain  or  pain. 
**  Dike  and  delve — make  ditches  and  dig.     **  Might — power. 


V.  512.  chantery  far  sou  IsJ]  An  endowment  for  the  payment  of 
apriest  to  sing  mass  agreeably  to  the  appointment  of  the  founder. 
There  were  thirty-five  of  these  chantries  established  at  St  Paul's, 
which  were  served  by  fifty-four  priests. — Dugdale,  Hist.  pre/,  p.  41* 
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HU  ritb^  iKa>>M  he  Tult  Tair  and  well 
Both  of  his  proper  swink '  and  his  cattle. 
la  a  tabatd  he  mdc  upon  a  marc. 

There  was  also  a  Rcie,  and  n  Miller, 
A  SampDuur,  nod  ii  Pardoner  also,  545 

A  Maacivlc.  and  myself;  there  n'ere  no  mo.' 

Th«  Miilir  was  a  sioul  earl'  for  the  nones,* 
TuD  big  he  was  of  brawn,  and  eke  of  bones, 
Thai  provM  wcU,  for  over  all  there  he  canie, 
At  wmtling  he  would  bear  away  ihe  ram.  550 

Ue  was  short  shouldered,  broad,  a  ihickii  gnarre,' 
Thcr  n'**  DO  (loor  that  he  n'oldc  heave  off  bar, 
1>r  break  it  at  a  running  with  his  head  1 
His  beard  as  any  &dw  or  fux  was  red. 
And  thereto  hrnad  as  though  ii  were  a  spade.       555 
17 pan  ibc  eop*  right  of  his  nnsc  he  had 
A  wen,  and  thereon  stood  a  lufl  of  hairs 
Red  a*  the  bristles  of  a  sowtfs  ears  : 
Hii  i»o»<-thitl^B '  blaclcf  were  and  wide  ; 
A  fwurd  and  buckler  bare  he  by  his  side  :  5&0 

Hii  tnoulh  as  wid^  was  as  a  fum  jce  : 
He  was  a  janglcr  and  a  Goliardeis,* 
And  that  was  most  of  sin  and  harlotries  : 
Well  could  he  stcalen  com  and  tollen  thrice ;  ' 
Aad  yet  he  had  a  thumb  of  gold  pardie,  565 

A  wnte  coat  attd  a  blue  hood  wear^d  he  : 

'SvWi^UiOBr.      'X'ne  no  mo— there  were  not  luiy  mote. 

■<.  a  h>rdy  countiy  fellow.      '  For  Ihe  aonci — lor  Ihe 

*  GnaiiTe — Imoi;  meaning,   that  he  vns  hke  the  thick 

K.    •Cop— top.     '  Xose-thirles— ooitrUs; /iir/,  mfans 

•  Guliaideiv— galliaid.  reveller.    •  Tollen  thttce 


V.5*,    R«»«~ 


on  Ulmrd.  i   ao.     Chaucer  hns 
is  pknuchnun  in  t  IhIkltcI,  rtidonlly  to  convey  the  notion 
ti  mi «  oul-ott  dren  Uuu  hod  been  given  to  hini. 

S.     SotfrNoua— an  officer 

loai  10  apperu'  in  an  ecclesiastical  court : 

I  ifciil  tB  apianlCiT.     PaRIxixkR— B  seller  of  pnrilons  or  in- 

amr^  fnm  1T^  nnpe.     MAKCrPi.E — on  oflkerwho  hu  thocattf 

.   rciuiiaj  iTjtiufi  for  an  Inn  of  court.    The  name  is  probably 

•bm^  h-Tin  ih;   l,iiui.  manitp.  wliieh  tiniified  particularly  the 

il  (rom  thence  a  baker  in 

>.     The  office  still  exists 


:.l'i:''  A'r'iii'iic"uiXdJ 


me  wisdom  of  a  heap  of  learned  BMiii 
Of  masters  had  he  more  tiian  dsill 

That  were  of  law  expert  and  curious, 

Of  which  there  was  a  dozen  in  that  hoii 
Worthy  to  been  stewardds  of  rent  and  1 
Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Engleland, 
To  maken  him  live  by  his  proper  good 
In  honour  debtdless,  but  if  he  were  woo 
Or  live  as  scarcely  as  him  list  desire, 
And  able  for  to  helpen  all  a  shire 
In  any  case  that  mights  fallen  or  hap  ; 
And  yet  this  Manciple  set  their  aller  ca] 
The  Revi  was  a  slender  choleric  man 
His  beard  was  shorn  as  nigh  as  ever  he 
His  hair  was  by  his  cards  round  y shorn 
His  top  was  dockdd  hke  a  priest  befom( 
Full  longd  were  his  leggds  and  full  lean, 
Ylike  a  staff;  there  was  no  calf  y seen  : 
Well  could  he  keep  a  gamer  and  a  bin  : 
There  was  no  auditor  could  on  him  win 
Well  wist  *^  he  by  the  drought  and  by  th 
The  yielding  of  his  seed  and  of  his  grain 
His  lordds  sheep,  his  neat,^'  and  his  dair 
His  swine,  his  horse,  his  store,  and  his  p 

*  Achatours  (Fr.  orA^/^rr)— caterers,   buyers.      ' 

•  •  took  by  taille,  )— that  is,  ' '  went  upon  credit. "    '  A 

*  Achate — purchase.  *  Greu» — ffrant,  favour,  gift 
ignorant  '  Pace — ^pass,  excel  •  But  if  he  were  wo 
were  mad,  or  a  fool.  '  Aller  cap — outwitted  them 
below.     *•  On  him  win — c^iin  iin/»«  ^^^^      "  "" 
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Were  holly  '  ID  this  Rcv^s  governing. 
Awl  by  his  covenant  gave  he  reckoning, 
Si&cc  that  his  lord  was  twenty  year?  of  age  ; 
Thcrr  could  no  m.in  bring  him  in  ar^arage. 
Thcrr  n'as  ballfff,  ne  herd,'  ne  other  hine,* 
Thai  he  ne  knew  his  sleight*  and  his  covine ;' 
They  were  a-dread  of  him  as  of  the  death. 
He  wotuiing*  was  full  fair  upon  a  heath: 
VV'tlh  grecnd  trees  vshadot/d  was  his  place; 
He  could^  better  than  his  lord  purchdce : 
FoB  rich  he  was  yslor^d  privily : 
Kia  lard  well  could  he  pleascn  sublilly 
Tc  gtvc  and  lend  him  of  his  onen  good. 
And  have  a  thank  und  yet  a  coat  and  hood, 
in  jroulb  he  learned  had  a  good  mist*re  ; ' 
He  was  a  well  good  wright,*  a  carpenter. 
TliiE  Rgv^  sat  upon  a  right  good  sCot,^ 
That  was  all  pomcly-grey,"'  and  highl^"  Scot  : 
A  Inng  surcoai''-'  of  perse'*  upon  he  had. 
And  by  his  side  he  bore  a  rusty  blade. 
Of  Norfolk  was  this  Kevc  of  which  I  lell, 
Beudc  a  town  men  clepcn"  Bald^swell. 
Tticked  he  was.  as  is  a  frerc"  about, 
And  evqr  he  rode  the  hinderest  of  the  rout. 

A  Sampneur  was  there  with  us  in  that  place 
That  hoa  a  tire-red  cherubinnfs  face. 
For  suisMctne"  he  was,  with  cy^n  narrow ; 


'  Henl^keepn. 


Hin^ 


11      "  lVi«r-*lul 


WW,    ■  Wonning — dwelling.    '  Miilere — 
ht  —  workman,      'Stot  — wriroW  ttlirw, 
Sttmoit.  " Hiehl— cflllpd.  "Surcoai 
ih  grey.     "  Clepen — call.     "  Frcte — 


K  ilBl  10  be  put  here  for  sIihI, 
Ul  tienilteil  properly  ■  bullock, 
le  north. —  Tjw, 

V.AiR.  fvuuly.]     From  the  i'nnct\.  fommt  ^  hdng  dolled  with 

rmmI  qiou.  likr  .ijipIiM  .  ron^iiH'l^  grii — appled,  or  dappled  grey. 

V  607  '<  '^ord  in  an  old  French  book  of 

ftmx  ;  i'lit  juueflcme  si  pur  chracune 

iBIhc  r*'  I'   i   70,  "A  UMTsHcame  or  ml 

I'lidne  following."— Tv.0  of  Ihr 


..  ^-^M*  MM»t  lie  weu  aninkcn  hftd  tl 

Then  would  he  speaken  no  word  but  1 
A  few^  term^  could*  he,  two  or  three, 

That  he  had  learned  out  of  some  decn 

No  wonder  is, — he  heard  it  all  the  day 

And  eke  ye  knowen  well,  how  that  a  jj 

Can  clcpen^  **  Wat  I  "  as  well  as  can  th 

But  who  so  would  in  other  thing  him  g 

Then  had  he  spent  all  his  philosophy  ; 

Aye  Qitcstio  quid  juris  ?  would  he  cry. 

He  was  a  gentle  harlot  and  a  kind  ; 

A  better  fellow  should  a  man  not  find  : 
♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Full  privily  a  finch  eke  could  he  pull  ;• 
And  if  he  found  o  •**  where  a  good  fellas 
He  would^  teachen  him  to  have  non  aw 
In  such  a  case  of  th'  arch^deacon's  curs 
But  if"  a  mannds  soul  were  in  his  purse 
For  in  his  purse  he  should  ypunish'd  be 
"  Purse  is  the  archddeacon's  hell,"  said  \ 
But  well  I  wot  he  lidd  right  in  deed ; 
Of  cursing  ought  each  guilty  man  him  di 
For  curse  will  slay  right  as  assoiling**  si 
And  also  'ware  him  of  a  significavit, 

•  Scallcd — scurfy.    '  I*illed — bald,  scanty,  (from  i 
robl)ed,    plucked).      '  N'as  —  was    not.      *  WhcU 

*  Wood— mad.    ^  Could— knew,    'ciepcn— call.    »< 

•  Pull  a  finch — to  defraud  any  one ;  answering  to  th- 
term,  "  to  pigeon."  *•*  O — one,  any.  "  But  if — excep 
— absohing.  

V.  647.    Ol/z-c///"""'-' -•  - -"''     "^ 
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In  danger  had  he  at  his  owen  guise* 
The  young^  girl^  of  the  diocese, 
And  knew  their  counsel  and  was  of  their  rede.  * 
A  garland  had  he  set  upon  his  head 
As  great  as  it  were  for  an  al^stake  ; '  665 

A  buckler  had  he  made  him  of  a  cake. 

With  him  there  rode  a  gentle  Pardoner 
Of  Roncevalf  his  friend  and  his  compeer, 
That  straight  was  comen  from  the  court  of  Rom^. 
Full  loud  he  sang  "  Come  hither  lov^  to  me."        670 
This  Sompnour  bare  to  him  a  stiff  burdoun,^ 
Was  never  tromp  of  half  so  great  a  soun. 
This  Pardoner  had  hair  as  yellow  's  wax, 
But  smooth  it  hung  as  doth  a  strike  of  flax ; 
By  ounces  hung  his  lock^s  that  he  had,  675 

And  therewith  he  his  shoulders  overspread  : 
FuU  thin  it  lay,  by  culpons^  on  and  on, 
But  hood  for  jollity  ne  wore  he  none. 
For  it  was  truss^  up  in  his  wallet 
Him  thought  he  rode  all  of  the  new^  get,*'  680 

Dishevele,  save  his  cap,  he  rode  all  bare  : 
Such  glaring  eyen  had  he  as  a  hare : 
A  vemicle'  had  he  sew^d  upon  his  cap; 
His  wallet  lay  before  him  in  his  lap 

•Guise — manner,  style.  Ste  noU  below  Xo  "danger."  'Rede — 
syiKMij-mods  with  counsel.  '  Alestake — stake,  or  sign  at  an  alehouse. 
*  Burdoun — a  humming  noise,  a  bass.  *  Culpons — shreds.  *  Get 
--£uhion.     '  Vernicle — ste  noU  below. 


commonly  called  a  signijlcavit,  from  the  beginning  of  the  writ, 
which  is  as  follows; — "Rex  Vicecomiti  L.  salutem.  Significavit 
noltts  %-enerabilis  paler  H.  L.  Episcopus,"  &c. — Cod.  jur.  Ecc. 
p.  1054.  — 7>r. 

V.  661.  Im  danger  had  he"]  i.  e.  within  the  reach  or  control  of  his 
office. —  The  young  girls,  in  the  next  bne,  may  signify  either  the 
jrocmg  men  or  the  young  women,  as  girl  was  formerly  an  app>ellation 
common  to  both  sexes. —  Tyr. 

V.  670.  lave  to  nu.'\  The  double  rhyme  of  to  me  answering  to 
Ronu,  proves  evidently  that  Rome  in  this  place  is  to  be  pronounced 
as  a  dissyllable ;  we  need  therefore  have  no  scruple,  I  think,  of  pro- 
BOODcing  it  in  the  same  manner  wherever  the  metre  requires  two 
syllabtes.  See  Afan  0/ Law's  Tale,  136,  150,  948,  11 28. — A  Uke  use 
may  be  nude  of  other  similar  rhymes  in  Chaucer  for  establishing  the 
pronunciation  of  the  /  feminine.  In  Can.  Yeom.  Tale,  1.  649,  Fy  me 
rhymes  to  timu,  and  in  Trail,  ii.  985,  to  time  and  prime  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly both  time  and  prime  are  used  in  other  places  as  dissylla- 
Uca.  See  Cltrk's  Frol.  L  8;  Sauires  TaU,  1.  383;  Pardoner's 
TmU,  L  368. — In  these  cases  the  nnal  monosyllable  me  transfers  its 
accent  to  the  preceding  snrllable,  after  the  manner  of  the  Greek  en- 
diticks.  and  the  final  e  of  course  becomes  a  mere  e  feminine. — Tyr. 

V.  683.  A  vermicU  had  ke.'\    A  diminutive  of  Veronikc,  Fr. ;  a 
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Brct-fuU  ^  of  pardon  come  from  Rome  all  hot : 

A  voice  he  had  as  small  as  hath  a  goat : 

No  beard  had  he,  ne  never  none  should  have; 

As  smooth  it  was  as  it  were  new^  shave : 

*  *  ♦  * 

Rut  of  his  craft,  from  Berwick  unto  Ware 
Ne  was  there  such  an  other  Pardoner,  690^ 

For  in  his  mail  he  had  a  pillowberc* 
Which,  as  he  said^,  was  our  Lady's  veil : 
He  said  he  had  a  gobbet'  of  the  seal 
That  Saint  Peter  had,  when  that  he  went 
Upon  the  sea  till  Jesu  Christ  him  hent  :*  695 

He  had  a  cross  of  laton*  full  of  stones, 
And  in  a  glass  he  haddd  pigg(5s  bones. 
But  with  these  relics  whennd  that  he  found 
A  poord  parson  dwelling  up  on  lond. 
Upon  a  day  he  gat  him  more  money  700 

Than  that  the  parson  gat  in  moneths  tway ; 
And  thus  with  feigned  flattering  and  japes,'* 
He  made  the  parson  and  the  peopl'  his  apes. 

But  trudly  to  tellen  att^  last, 
He  was  in  church  a  nobF  ecclesiast :  705 

Well  could  he  read  a  lesson  or  a  stor>', 
But  alderbest''  he  sang  an  offertory;® 
For  well  he  wistd®  when  that  song  was  sung 
He  must^  preach  and  well  affile***  his  tongue 
To  winn^  silver,  as  he  right  well  could,  710 

Therefore  he  sang  the  merrier  and  loud. 

Now  have  I  told  you  shortly  in  a  clause 
Th*  estate,  th*  array,  the  numb'r,  and  eke  the  cause, 
Why  that  assembled  was  this  company 
In  Southwark  at  this  gentle  hostelry'  715 

That  hight  the  Tabard,  fast^  by  the  Bell. 
But  now  is  time  to  you  for  to  tell 

*  Bret-full— probably  answering  to  our  term,  "  brim-fulL"  •  Pil- 
lowberc — pillowcase,  or  covering.  '  Gobbet — a  piece.  *  Hcnt— 
held,  took  hold  of.  ^  Laton — a  mixed  metal  resembling  brass :  the 
brass-workers  call  their  brass  for  pattepis  latten.  •  Japes — cheats, 
jests.  '  Alderbest — the  best  of  all.  *  Oflfcrtorv — part  of  the  mass, 
sung  during  the  consecration  of  the  host.  •  Wistc — was  aware. 
•®  Affile — rub  up,  file,  polish. 


copy  in  miniciture  of  the  picture  of  Christ,  which  is  supposed  to 
have  been  miraculously  imprinted  upon  a  handkerchief  preserved  in 
the  church  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome.  It  was  usual  for  persons  returning 
from  pilgrimages,  to  bring  with  them  certain  tokens  of  the  se\'eral 
places  which  they  had  visited ;  and  therefore  the  Pardoner,  who  is 
just  arrived  from  Rome,  is  represented  with  a  vemicle  sewed  upon 
his  cap. — Gloss. 


I 
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How  that  wc  Imt^  us  ihat  ilk^'  night, 
When  we  were  in  Uiat  hosiclry  alighi; 
And  after  will  I  idl  of  our  vi.-ige,> 
And  aJl  the  rcinn;int  of  our  pilgrimage. 
Bui  (irtl  I  pray  you  of  your  courtesy 
Thai  yc  n'  arrelte  •  it  not  my  villainy* 
Thoogh  that  I  plainly  sueak  in  this  matt^re, 
To  tdlcn  you  their  woro^s  and  their  cheer,' 
Ne  ibough  I  speak  their  wordfe  properly; 
For  this  ye  knowen  all  so  well  as  1, 
Ulio  lo  shall  teU  a  Tale  after  a  man 
He  muit  rehearse  as  nigh  as  ever  he  can 
Eveiich  word,  if  it  be  in  his  charge, 
AH  nicak  be  ne'er  sa  rudely  and  so  lat^c, 
Or  eilii  he  must  tellen  his  Tale  uniriic, 
Or  Crimen  ihing^s,  or  findcn  word^s  new; 
He  may  not  spare  although  he  were  his  brother; 


Hen 


n  other 


Chris*  spake  himself  full  broad  in  holy  wrii, 
And  well  ye  wole  no  villainy  is  it : 
£ke  PUto  saycf  h,  who  so  can  hitn  read. 
The  wordfa  must  be  cousin*  to  ihe  deed. 

Abo  1  pray  you  to  forgive  it  me, 
AH'  have  1  not  set  folk  in  their  degree 
Here  in  this  Talc,  as  thai  they  shoulden  stand : 
ily  wB  is  short  yc  may  well  understand. 

Great  cbecr^  mode  our  Host  us  everj'  one, 
And  lu  the  supper  set  he  us  anon, 
And  scrvdd  us  with  victual  of  the  best ; 
Strong  was  the  wine,  and  well  to  drink  us  lest.' 
A  Mvinly*  man  our  Hosi^  was  with  all 
For  to  have  been  a  marshall  in  a  hall; 
A  ^xrgt  man  he  was,  with  eycn  steep : 
.A  fitircr  burgess  is  there  none  in  Cheap : 
Bold  of  his  speech,  and  wise,  and  well  yiaught. 
And  of  manhdud  yUckJd  right  him  naught : 
Elte  thereto  was  he  right  a  merry  man, 
AmI  after  supper  plaii5n '"  he  began. 
And  (pake  oi  mirth  among^s  other  things 
When  that  we  haddcn  made  our  reckonings. 
And  uid^  thus;   "  Now  Lordings  trudly 
Ye  be  to  me  welciJmc  right  heartily, 
Yot  bj-  my  truth,  if  thai  I  shall  noi  lie, 
I  saw  dot  this  year  such  a  company 


'VUun- 


1^— joumFjf,      '  Armle— ciwrj 
Lhwr— rtcpijitrnml.  '  lousin— 
Al— for  allhuuKh.      *  Lesl— liked,   itlciutd. 
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At  onds  in  this  herbVow*  as  is  now; 
Fain  would  I  do  you  mirth,  and  I  wist  how; 
And  of  a  mirth  I  am  right  now  bethought 
To  do  you  ease,'  and  it  shall  cost  you  naught. 
Ye  go  to  Canterbury;  God  you  speed, 
The  blissful  martyr  quit^  you  your  meed;* 
And  well  I  wot  as  ye  go  by  the  way, 
Ye  shapen  you  to  talken  and  to  play; 
For  trudy  comfdrt  ne  mirth  is  none 
To  riden  by  the  way  dumb  as  the  stone; 
And  therefore  would  I  maken  you  disp6rt. 
As  I  said  erst,  and  do  you  some  comfdrt 
And  if  you  liketh  all  by  one  assent 
Now  for  to  standen  at  my  judgement, 
And  for  to  worken  as  I  shall  you  say 
To-morrow,  when  ye  riden  on  the  way ; 
Now  by  my  father's  soul^  that  is  dead, 
But  ye  be  merry  *  smiteth  *  off  my  head  : 
Hold  up  your  hands  withouten  mor^  speech." 

Our  consel  was  not  longd  for  to  seche ;  * 
Us  thought  it  was  not  worth  to  make  it  wise,' 
And  granted  him  withouten  more  avise,* 
And  bad  him  say  his  verdict  as  him  lesL* 

"  Lordings,  (quod  '<*  he)  now  hearkeneth  for  the  1 
But  take  it  not,  I  pray  you,  in  disdain  : 
This  is  the  point,  to  speak  it  plat  and  plain. 
That  each  of  you  to  shorten  with  your  way 
In  this  vidge  "  shall  tellen  Tal^s  tway, 
To  Canterbury  ward  I  mean  it  so, 
And  homeward  he  shall  tellen  other  two, 
Of  ^ventures  that  whilom  "  have  befall. 
And  which  of  you  that  bear'th  him  best  of  all, 
That  is  to  say,  that  telleth  in  this  case 
Tal^s  of  best  sentence  and  most  solace,*' 
Shall  have  a  supper  at  your  aller"  cost 
Here  in  this  place,  sitting  by  this  post. 
When  that  ye  come  again  from  Canterbury. 
And,  for  to  maken  you  the  mor^  merry, 
I  will  my  selven  gladly  with  you  ride, 
Right  at  mine  owen  cost,  and  be  your  guide. 

'  Hcrberow— harbour,  lodging.  •  Do  you  ease — content 
•  Quite  you  your  meed — requite  you  your  reward.  *  But  ; 
merry — if  ye  be  not  merry.  *  The  termination,  ttk,  was  the  s 
person  of  the  imperative  mood.  •  Seche — seek.  '  To  make  i 
— to  make  it  a  matter  of  wisdom.  *  Avise — premeditation.  ^ 
— ^pleased.  *®  Quod — quothed.  "  Viage— journey.  "  Wbil 
formerly.  *'  Solace — amusement,  mirth,  comfort.  "  AIIo^-h 
whole. 
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Mi&  vho  thai  will  niy  judgifment  withsay,' 
ShaO  pay  for  all  wc  spcnden  by  the  way. 
And  H  ye  vouch^s^e  that  it  be  so, 
TcB  roe  anon  withouten  wordiis  mo, 
And  I  will  early  ^hapcn  me  ihcrcforc." 

Thb  thing  was  granted,  and  our  oaihi5s  s»*c 
Whh  Alii  glad  heart,  and  praydcn  him  also 
That  be  would  vouch^fe  for  to  do  so. 
And  that  he  would^  be  our  governor. 
And  of  out  Talrfs  judge  and  reporter, 
And  set  a  supper  at  a  certain  price, 
And  we  would  ruled  be  at  his  deince 
In  hi^  and  low  :  and  thus  by  one  assent 
Wc  been  accorded  to  his  judgement  ; 
And  thetcupon  the  wine  was  set  anon  : 
We  drankeo,  and  to  restf  went  each  one 
Whhouten  any  longer  tarrying. 

A-nwwTOw  when  the  day  began  to  spring 
Up  rose  our  Host,  and  was  our  alkr  cock.' 
And  eaihcrcd  iis  together  in  a  flock. 
And  forth  wc  rid'n  a  little  more  than  pace,' 
I'aia  the  wniering  of  Saint  Thomas ; 
And  iberc  our  Host  began  his  horse  arcst, 
And  siid^ ;  "  Lordds,  hearkenelh  if  you  lest  : 
Ye  «eet  your  foreword.'  and  I  it  record 
If  even-Mjng  and  morrow-song  accord. 
Let  *ec  now  who  shall  teU  (he  firsii!  Tale  : 

■M  may  1  drinkcn  w 
Who  so  is  rebel  to  my  judgment 
Shan  pay  for  ail  that  by  the  way  is  spent. 
.Vow  drawcth'  cut*  e'er  that  yc  farther  twinne  ; ' 
He  wliich  that  hath  the  shortest  shall  begin. 

•*  Sir  Knight,  (quud  he)  my  master  and  my  lor 
Now  draweth  cut.  for  that  is  mine  accord. 
CooMth  near  (quod  he)  my  Lady  Prioress, 
And  ye  sic  Clerk  ;  let  be  your  shamefastQCSS, 


imp.  mood.    '  Cut— lot ; 


<  a  practice  wUh  our  author 
!iii  vertu.  So  >!«>.  and  law 
id  Iheysiyn;  and  yet  Ulh — 
If— for,  Dnd  he  bliimed  Uim- 
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Ne  studieth  naught :  lay  hand  to  every  man," 

Anon  to  drawen  every  wight  b^jan, 
And  shortly  for  tellen  as  it  was, 
Were  it  by  iventure,  or  sort,'  or  case,* 
The  sooth  is  this,  the  cut  fell  on  the  Knight, 
Of  which  full  blithe  and  glad  was  every  vrigbt ; 
And  tell  he  must  his  Tal^  as  was  reason, 
By  foreword'  and  by  compositidn. 
As  ye  have  heard  ;  what  needeth  word&  mo? 
And  when  this  good  man  saw  that  it  was  so. 
As  he  that  wise  was  and  obedient 
To  keep  his  foreword  by  his  free  assent. 
He  said ;  "  Silhen*  I  shall  begin  this  game. 
What,  welcome  be  the  cut  a  Goddfa  name. 
Now  let  us  ride,  and  hearkeneth  what  I  say." 
And  with  that  word  we  riden  forth  our  way  j 
And  he  began  with  a  right  merry  cheer 
His  Tale  anon,  and  said  as  ye  shall  hear. 

Son — lot.      '  Case — chance.      ■  Forem-ord — promUc.      * 
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And  eke  her  young^  sister  Emily. 
And  thus  with  victory*  and  with  melody 
Let  I  this  worthy  duke  to  Athens  ride, 
And  all  his  host  in  arm^s  him  beside. 

And  cert^s,  if  it  n'ere  too  long  to  hear, 
I  would  have  told  you  fully  the  mann^re 
How  wonnen  was  the  regne  of  Feminie 
By  Theseus  and  by  his  chivalry,  ^' 

And  of  the  greats  battle  for  the  non^s* 
Betwixt  Athends  and  th'  Amason^ 
And  how  assiegdd  was  Hypolita, 
The  faird  hardy  queen  of  Scythia, 
And  of  the  festd  that  was  at  her  wedding,  25 

And  of  the  temple  at  her  home  coming ; 
But  all  this  thing  I  must  as  now  forbear : 
I  have,  God  wot,  a  largd  field  to  ear,' 
And  weakd  been  the  oxen  in  my  plough : 
The  remnant  of  my  Tale  is  long  enow.  30 

I  will  not  letten'  eke  none  of  this  rout; 
Let  every  fellow  tell  his  Tale  about, 
And  let  see  now  who  shall  the  supper  win. 
There  as  I  left  1  will  again  beg^n. 

This  duke,  of  whom  I  madd  mentiodn,  35 

When  he  was  comen  almost  to  the  town. 
In  all  his  weal,  and  in  his  mostd  pride. 
He  was  Vare,  as  he  cast  his  eye  aside, 
Where  that  there  kneeled  in  the  highd  way 
A  company  of  ladies  tway  and  tway,  40 

Each  after  other,  clad  in  clothes  black ; 
But  such  a  cry  and  such  a  woe  they  make. 
That  in  this  world  n'is  credture  living 
That  ever  heard  such  another  waimdnting  ;* 
And  of  this  cry  ne  would  they  never  stenten  *         45 
Till  they  the  reinds  of  his  bridle  henten.* 

"What  folk  be  ye  that  at  mine  home  coming 
Perturben  so  my  festd'  with  crying? 
Quod  Theseus  ;  have  ye  so  great  envie 
Of  mine  honodr,  that  thus  complain  and  cry?         50 
Or  who  hath  you  misboden^  or  offended? 
Do  telM  me,  if  that  it  may  be  amended, 
And  why  ye  be  thus  clothed  all  in  black?" 

The  oldest  lady  of  them  all  then  spake, 
When  she  had  swoondd  with  a  deadly  cheer,*         55 
That  it  was  ruthd  for  to  see  and  hear. 


*  For  the  nones  —  upon  the  occasion.  •  Ear  —  till,  plough. 
'  Lettcn — hinder,  obstruct.  *  Waimenting — lamentation.  *  Stenten 
— ceased.  •  Henten — laid  hold  of.  '  Feste — festival.  *  Misboden 
— harmed.    •  Cheer-— countenance. 
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:  "  Lord,  to  wliom  Foniinc  hath  given 
1  -unqueror  to  l[ven, 
! .  your  glory  'and  your  hoetfur, 
i.iii  nf  meicy  nnd  succdur:  60 

.  ■'.IX  vac  nnd  our  distress : 
V  tfarough  thy  gcntlpncss 
<1  women  let  now  fall ; 
_.  I.  Lurd.  there  n'is  none  of  us  all 
Wv!  hath  been  a  duchess  or  a  queen ;  65 

«  cniiivcs.*  as  it  is  well  seen  : 
d  be  Fonunc  nnd  her  falsrf  wheel 
Tlui  Bane  estiitc  cnsurclh  lo  be  welc. 
Aad  ecn^s.  Lord,  to  abiden  your  presence. 
Here  in  this  temple  of  the  goddess  Clemence         70 
We  ha*«  been  waiting  all  this  fourt^night : 
Nuw  hdp  lu,  Lor<l.  sin  it  li'th  in  thy  might. 

"I  wretched  wi^t,  that  weep  and  wail^  thus, 
Was  whilom  wife  10  King  Capaneus 
Tliat  stftif'  at  Thebds,  curstfa  be  that  day;  75 

And  all^  we  thut  been  in  this  array. 
And  maken  all  iliis  bunentatiiSn, 
We  koMen  all  our  htisbands  at  that  town. 
While  tlut  the  sieg^  ihereabouicn  lay: 
Aad  yet  now  ih'  oldrf  Creon,  well-away:  80 

Thai  lord  b  now  of  Tbcb^s  the  city, 
Futtn'd  of  ire  and  of  inic^uliy. 
He  for  despite,  nnd  for  his  tyranny. 
To  done  the  dead  bodids  a  villainy. 
Of  all  OUT  lbrd(!s,  which  that  bi-cn  y^I.tw.'  85 

Hath  ill  the  bodies  on  n  heap  ydraw.' 
And  win  nm  sutTrcn  them  by  none  assent 
Neither  to  be  yburicd  ne  ybrent* 
But  makcth  hmindifs  eat  them  In  despite." 

And  with  thai  word,  withoutcn  more  respite,       90 
They  £kUcn  gtoff,^  and  cHen  pitcously, 
*•  Have  on  us  wretched  women  some  mercy, 
Aod  lei  our  sorrow  ^inlccn  in  thine  heart." 

Tbi*  (*entlc  duke  down  from  his  courser  start' 
With  hearth  piteous  when  he  heard  them  speak ;    9, 
Him  Ihinighl^  that  his  heart  would  all  to-brcak,* 
When  he  saw  them  so  piteous  and  so  mate," 
That  whilom  wrrcn  of  so  great  estate. 
And  in  his  aimi^  he  them  all  up  hcnt," 
And  tbeni  comfdncd  In  full  good  intent,  100 

-lipirpch.       <  Cailivo  —  wrstches.       'Start  — dial. 

IB  '  Vdniw— dniwD.  •  Vhrml  —  biwiii«d.  'Graff, 
PM  «adl  — (bl  uii  Ibe  i;"'"'"!-  linw*  carats,  10  mnt. 
■Inl       'TivtiraLk  —  an  aogmeniiiuvE   of   the  verb,   tncak. 

m  ihf  P(»B.  M4/arl— caii  down     "  Hcni-»li»1d- 


>.«.  AAI9  coac  iiuiy  nan  a  davy 
But  onward  on  his  way  that  ni^^t  he 
And  sent  anon  Hypolita  the  queen, 

And  Emily  her  young^  sister  shene,* 
Unto  the  town  of  Athencs  for  to  dwe 
And  forth  he  rit ; '  there  n'is  no  more 

The  red  statue  of  Mars,  with  speai 
So  shincth  in  his  whit^  banner  large. 
That  all  the  field^s  glitteren  up  and  c 
And  by  his  banner  borne  is  his  penor 
Of  gold  full  rich,  in  which  there  was  ) 
The  Minotaur  which  that  he  slew  in  ( 
Thus  rit'  this  duke,  thus  rit  this  conqi 
And  in  his  host  of  chivalry  the  flower 
Till  that  he  came  to  TheWs,  and  aligl 
Fair  in  a  field,  there  as  he  thought  to 
Hut  shortly  for  to  speakcn  of  this  thing 
With  Creon,  which  that  was  of  Theb^: 
He  fought,  and  slew  him  manly  as  a  k 
In  plain  batiille,  and  put  his  folk  to  fli 
And  by  assault  he  won  the  city  after, 
And  rent  adown  both  wall,  and  spar,^  i 
And  to  the  ladies  he  restored  again 
The  bodies  of  their  husbands  that  were 
To  do  th'  obsequies,  as  was  then  the  gi 

But  it  were  all  too  long  for  to  devise 
The  greats  clamour  and  the  wafmcntin 
Which  that  the  ladies  made  at  the  brei 
Of  the  bodies,  and  the  great  hondur 
That  Theseus,  the  noble  conqueror, 
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Wbcn  ihal  this  wnrthy  duke,  this  Theseus, 
I  Hub  Crcon  iJain,  and  wonncn  Thebes  ihus, 
I   StiB  in  the  bcld  he  took  all  night  Ills  rest,  tj 

And  (M  with  all  the  country  as  him  lest :' 
I  Tojamack  in  the  las*  of  bodies  dead. 

;o  strip  of  harness  and  if  weed,' 
.*  did  ihcir  business  and  cure,' 
Be  battle  and  disctirafilure ;  1 5 

n-befeU  that  in  the  tas"  the)-  fimnd. 
_h  girt  with  many  a  j^cvous  bloody  wound, 
Two  youi^  knight^s  h^ng'  by  and  by.' 
Uolli  ID  one  arm^s'  wrought  full  richdy; 
Of  Ktiichrf  two  Arcita  hight  that  one,  1 5 

And  be  thai  other  hlghtf  Palamon. 
No*  fuifr  quick*  ne  fully  dead  they  were, 
Bui  by  their  cote-anniire  and  by  their  gear 
The  bnalds  knew  them  well  in  special. 
As  tbiMc  that  wcren  of  the  blood  rdaP"  16 

Of  Thtlrfs,  and  of  sistrcn  two  ybom. 
Out  of  (he  las'  the  pillers"  han  ihcm  torn, 
And  han  them  cumed  soft  unto  the  lent 
OfTheMiis.  and  he  full  soon  them  sent 
To  Athcncsfir  to  dwcllen  in  prison  t6 

f'cTwtuMl.  he  n'old^"  no  ranstin. 
Ana  when  this  worthy  duke  had  thus  ydone 
He  took  his  host,  and  home  he  rit"  anon. 
With  burel  crownM  as  a  conqueror. 
And  there  he  hveth  in  joy  and  in  hondur  1 7 

Tom  of  his  life ;  what  needeth  word^s  mo  ? 
Awl  in  a  tuw'r,  in  anguish  and  in  woe, 
t>i>«lkn  this  Palamon  and  eke  Arcitc 
foe  evermore,  there  may  no  gold  them  quit." 

Thus  passclh  year  by  year,  and  day  by  d«y,       t; 
Tin  il  Cell  onfs  in  a  morrow  of  May 
That  Emily,  that  Eiirer  was  to  seen 
Than  is  tfae  lily,  upon  bis  stalks  green. 
And  imbtt  Uian  the  May  with  flourds  new, 
/('Of  with  the  roa^colour  strove  her  hue;  li 

I  n'ot  which  WHS  the  liner  of  them  two) 
Ete  h  was  day,  as  she  was  wonl  10  do, 
She  was  arisen,  and  ail  ready  dight; " 
For  May  will  have  no  sluggardy  a'night; 

-  DbawS.  '  Tm-pilr.  '  Wc«l  -  dress.  '  Pillm 
;  iW/i/iriirri—ptvIen,  Bnppprs  wmt  abmil  to  lee  *: 
-*    — -■  •■    ■'■*  womidrd  10  •'- —      "^~  '- 


*  B;  luui  b^  -  ildMiy -side. 
T  «(  tbp  mne  bdiion,  *  Quick 
tr*.  ■•  X'ofaio — would 
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The  season  pricketh  ^  every  gentle  heart, 
And  maketh  him  out  of  his  sleep  to  start, 
And  sayth,  "  Arise,  and  do  thine  dbservance.*' 

This  maketh  Emily  have  remembrance 
To  do  hondur  to  May,  and  for  to  rise : 
Ycloth^d  was  she  fresh  for  to  devise.  i 

Her  yellow  hair  was  broided  in  a  tress 
Behind  her  back,  a  yard^  long  I  ^ess; 
And  in  the  garden  at  the  sun  upnst* 
She  walketh  up  and  down  where  as  her  list  :* 
She  gathereth  flour^s,  party  white  and  red,  19^ 

To  make  a  sotel^  garland  for  her  head; 
And  as  an  angel  heavenly  she  sung. 
The  greats  tower  that  was  so  thick  and  strong, 
Which  of  the  castle  was  the  chief  dungedn, 
(Where  as  these  knight^s  weren  in  prisdn,  200 

Of  which  I  told^  you,  and  tellen  shall) 
Was  even  joinant  to  the  garden  wall. 
There  as  this  Emily  had  her  playfng. 

Bright  was  the  sun  and  clear  that  morrowning, 
And  Palamon,  this  woful  prisoner,  205 

As  was  his  won,®  by  leave  of  his  gaoler 
Was  risen,  and  roamed  in  a  chambr*  on  high. 
In  which  he  all  the  noble  city  sigh,' 
And  eke  the  garden,  full  of  branches  green. 
There  as  this  fresh  Emelia  the  sheen"  210 

Was  in  her  walk,  and  .roamed  up  and  down. 

This  sorrowful  prisoner,  this  Palamon, 
Goth  in  his  chamber  roaming  to  and  fro. 
And  to  himself  complaining  of  his  woe : 
That  he  was  bom  full  oft  he  said  Alas!  215 

And  so  befell,  by  ^venture  or  case,* 
That  through  a  window  thick  of  many  a  bar 
Of  iron  grate,  and  square  as  any  spar,*® 
He  cast  his  eyen  upon  Emelia, 
And  therewithal  he  blent"  and  cri^d  Ah!  220 

As  though  he  stungen  were  unto  the  heart : 

And  with  that  cry  Arcit*  anon  up  start, 

*  Pricketh — urgcth,  exciteth.  •  Observance — respect.  '  Uprist 
— uprising.  *  IJst — chose.  *Sotel — subtle,  well  contrived,  or 
fancied.  •  Won — habit,  custom.  '  Sigh— saw.  •  Sheen — shining. 
^  Case — chance.    *®  Spar — beam.    "  Blent — started.  See  woUbelno. 

V.  220.  he  blent.  1  This  word  has  various  senses  in  Chaucer,  as 
it  is  derived  from  blinnan,  to  cease ;  blindan,  to  blind ;  or  blendan. 
to  mingle.  It  seems  here  to  be  used  in  a  fourth  sense,  the  same  in 
which  Shakspeare  uses  the  verb  to  blench,  /.  e.  to  shrink  or  start 
aside.  Johnson's  Diet,  in  v.  Blench.  See  Gloss,  in  v.  Blent^  pa.  t. 
of  Blench.  —  Tyr. 
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hxA  %aAi;  -  Cousin  mine,  what  aileili  thcc 

Tliaf  ait  so  pale  and  deadly  for  lo  sec? 

Why  aicdit  tbou?  who  harh  ihce  done  oHence? 

For  (joddjs  love  take  all  in  patidnce 

ftir  pnion.  foe  il  may  none  other  be; 

FortoDC  haih  given  us  this  adversity: 

Some  mcke'  mpijci  or  disposiiii^n 

OrSuum,  by  some  conslcliaiidn, 

Kxih  fivcn  us  this,  although  wc  had  il  swoni : 

So  itood  the  heaven  when  that  wc  were  bom : 

~  'e  nnisi  endure:  this  is  the  short  and  plain." 

Thij  t'alatnon  aiisw(h-'d,  and  said  again, 
"  CouwD.  forsooth  of  this  opinidn 
Tbou  lust  a  vain  imaginatiiin  : 
This  prison  caused  me  not  for  lo  cr>', 
"  "  '  was  hun  tight  now  throughout  mine  eye 

nine  bean,  that  would  tny  b.-inif  be; 
The  fairness  of  a  lady  that  I  sec 
Vand  in  the  garden  roaming  to  and  fro, 
h  cause  of  aJl  my  crying  and  my  woe ; 
I  ■'ot  ithe'r  *  she  be  woman  or  goddess, 
Bat  Veiuis  is  It  sothly'  as  1  guess." 

And  therewithal  on  knees  adown  he  fell, 
A»d  *aydi!:  "Venus,  if  it  be  your  will 
Yoa  ia  ibis  garden  thus  to  iransl^gi^re, 
Before  me  sorrowful  wretched  cre.liure. 
Out  of  tbis  prison  help  that  we  may  'scape; 
And  if  so  be  our  destiny  be  shape* 
By  <Mn>6  word  to  dicn  in  prisdn, 
Of  our  lineage  bav^  some  compassion, 
Thai  is  to  low  ybroughl  by  tyranny." 

AehI  with  that  word  Ardia  gan  espy 
Where  u  ibis  Udy  roamed  to  and  fro. 
And  with  that  sight  her  beauty  hurt  him  so. 
Tbu  if  thai  Palamon  were  wounded  sore 
Arctt*  is  bun  as  much  as  he  or  more : 
Aod  with  a  sigh  he  sayd<f  pitfously ; 
"  The  frcsh^  beauty  slay'th  rac  suddenly 
Of  her  that  roamctn  in  the  yonder  place; 
And,  but  I  have*  her  mercy  and  her  grace,' 
Thai  I  tnny  see  her  at  the  leastd  way, 
I  n'atn  but  dead;  there  nls  no  more  to  say." 

This  Patamon,  when  he  these  wordds  heard, 
tH^MiccMtsly'  be  looked,  and  answ^rd, 


-•tckrd,   »clv.i 
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"  Whe'r  saydst  thou  this  in  earnest  or  in  play?* 

"  Nay,  quod  Arcit',  in  earnest  by  my  fay ;  * 
God  help  me  so,  me  lust  full  evil,  play."  * 

This  Palamon  *gan  knit  his  browns  tway. 
"It  were,  quod  he,  to  thee  no  great  hondur 
For  to  be  false,  ne  for  to  be  traytdur 
To  me,  that  am  thy  cousin  and  thy  brother 
Yswom  full  deep,  and  each  of  us  to  other, 
That  never  for  to  di^n  in  the  pain,* 
Till  that  the  death  departen  shall  us  twain. 
Neither  of  us  in  love  to  hinder  other, 
Nc  in  none  other  case,*  my  lev^  *  brother ; 
But  that  thou  shouldest  truly  farther  me 
In  every  case  as  I  should  farther  thee. 
This  was  thine  oath,  and  mine  also,  certain ; 
I  wot  it  well,  thou  dar'st  it  not  withsain  : 
Thus  art  thou  of  my  counsel  out  of  doubt. 
And  now  thou  woulddst  falsely  been  about 
To  love  my  lady,  whom  I  love  and  serve,  285 

And  ever  shall  till  that  mine  hearth  starve.* 

"  Now  certds,  false  Arcite,  thou  shalt  not  so  : 
I  lov'd  her  first,  and  toldd  thee  my  woe 
As  to  my  counsel,  and  my  brother  sworn 
To  farther  me  as  1  have  told  befom,  290 

For  which  thou  art  ybounden  as  a  knight 
To  helpen  me,  if  it  lie  in  thy  might, 
Or  ellds  art  thou  false  I  dare  well  say*n." 

This  Arcita  full  proudly  spake  again. 
"Thou  shalt,  quod  he,  be  rather  false  than  I,        295 
And  thou  art  false,  I  tell  thee  utterly  ; 
For  par  amour  I  lov'd  her  first  e*er  thou. 
What  wilt  thou  say  ?  thou  wistest  not  right  now 
Whether  she  were  a  woman  or  a  goddess  : 
Thine  is  affectidn  of  holiness,  300 

And  mine  is  love  ias  to  a  credture. 
For  which  I  told^  thee  mine  ^venture. 
As  to  my  cousin  and  my  brother  sworn. 

"  I  pos<5 '  that  thou  lovedest  her  befom  : 
Wot*st  *  thou  not  well  the  old^  clerk^*s  saw,*         305 
That  who  shall  give  a  lover  any  law  ? 
Love  is  a  greater  law^  by  my  pan  ^® 
Than  may  be  gfiven  of  any  earthly  man  ; 
And  therefore  positive  law  and  such  decree 
Is  broken  all  day  for  love  in  feach  degree.  310 

'  Fay — fsuth.  '  Lust  full  evil,  play — ill  inclined  to  play.  •  Fcu'to 
dien  in  the  pain — although  to  suner  death  in  the  penalty.  *  Cue— 
chance,  event.  *  Leve — dear.  •  Starve— die.  '  Pose — suppoie. 
take  for  granted.  •  Wot'st— wottest,  knowest.  •  Saw — maxim. 
>•  Pan— head. 
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A  man  must  need^  love  maugre '  his  head  ; 
He  may  not  flee  it,  though  he  should  be  dead, 
AH  be  she  maid,  or  widow,  or  eU^s  wife. 
•  **  And  eke  it  is  not  likely  all  thy  life 
To  standen  in  her  grace,*  no  more  shall  I ;  .         315 
For  well  thou  wot'st  •  thy  selven  verily 
That  thou  amd  1  be  damn^  ^  to  prisdn 
Peq)etual ;  us  gaineth  no  ransdn. 

**  We  strive  as  did  the  hound^s  for  the  bone. 
They  fought  all  day,  and  yet  their  part  was  none :  320 
There  came  a  kite,  while  that  they  were  so  wroth, 
And  bare  away  the  bone  betwixt  them  both. 
And  therefore  at  the  king^s  court,  my  brother. 
Each  man  for  himself,  there  is  none  other.* 
Love  if  thee  lust,  ^  for  I  love,  and  aye  shall ;  325 

And  sothly,  lev^  *  brother,  this  is  all. 
Here  in  this  prison  mustcn  we  endure. 
And  everich  of  us  take  his  dventurc." 

Great  was  the  strife,  and  long  betwixt  them  tway, 
If  that  I  hadd<5  leisure  for  to  say  :  330 

But  to  th'  effect.     It  happened  on  a  day, 
(To  tell  it  you  as  shortly  as  I  may) ' 
A  worthy  duke  that  hightd  Perithous 
That  fellow  •  was  to  this  duke  Theseus 
Since  thilkd  •  day  that  they  were  children  lite,*^    335 
Was  come  to  Athends  his  fellow  to  vfsit, 
And  for  to  play  as  he  was  wont  to  do ; 
For  in  this  world  he  lov<5d  no  man  so. 
For  he  lov'd  him  as  tenderly  again : 
So  well  they  lov'd,  as  oidd  bookds  sain,  340 

That  when  that  one  was  dead,  sothly  "  to  tell, 
His  fellow  went  and  sought  him  down  in  hell : 
But  of  that  story  list  me  not  to  write. 
Duke  Perithous  lovdd  well  Arcitc, 

*  Nfaugre — malgr^.  in  spite  of.  •  Grace — favour,  approbation. 
'  \Vot"sl — wottcst,  knowest.  *  Damned  —  condemned.  *  None 
other— nothing  else  to  be  done.  *  Lust  —  desire,  wish,  choose. 
*  Ije\'e — dear.  'May  —  can.  am  able.  '•Fellow  —  companion. 
»  Thilke— that.     *•  Lite— small.     "  Sothly— tnily. 

V.  333.  PeritkousS\  The  last  syllabic  of  this  proper  name  should 
be  pruoounced  as  a  monosyllable  ;  like  our  word,  house. 

V.  ^3-  not  to  write.  ]  The  poet  has  overlooked  the  circumstanc*" 
that  nis  knight  is  telling,  not  writing  the  story.  This  tale  wa.s 
translated  by  Chaucer  from  the  Teseide  of  Fknxaccio,  and  published 
some  years  before  the  undertaking  of  the  ('anterbury  Talcs,  and  as 
he  himself  says  in  the  legend  0/ Good  Women,  "  was  known  little." 
Mr.  Godwin  is  therefore  of  opinion  that,  in  its  prcsc^nt  form,  we 
"  possess  only  an  abridgement  of  what  was  once  a  more  ample  and 
extended  work." — l.i/e,  vol.  ii.  8vo,  p.  73. 
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And  he  were  cau^iity  it  was  ac^ovded* 
That  with  a  swora  he  should^  lose  laSm 

There  was  none  other  remedy  ne  rede 
But  taketh  his  leave,  and  homeward  he 
Let  him  beware,  his  neck^  heth  to  wed 

How  great  a  sorrow  suffereth  now  Ai 
The  death  he  feeleth  through  his  hearts 
He  weepeth,  waileth,  crieth  piteously  ; 
To  slay  himself  he  waiteth  privily. 
He  said ;  "  Alas  the  day  that  I  was  bon 
Now  is  my  pris6n  worse  than  befom  ; 
Now  is  me  shape*  eternally  to  dwell 
Not  only*  in  purgatory  but  in  hell. 
Alas !  that  ever  1  knew  Perithous, 
For  ell^s  had  I  dwelt  with  Theseus, 
Yfettered  in  his  prison  evermo  ; 
Then  had  I  been  in  bliss  and  not  in  woe 
Only  the  sight  of  her  whom  that  I  serve, 
Though  that  I  never  her  grac^^  may  des 
Would  have  sufficed  right  enough  for  me 

"  O  dear^  cousin  Palamon,  quod  he. 
Thine  is  the  victdry*  of  this  d venture  ; 
Full  blissful  in  prisdn  mayst  thou  endure 
In  prisdn  ?  cert^s  nay,  but  in  paradise. 
Well  hath  Fortune  ytumed  thee  the  dice 
That  hast  the  sight  of  her,  and  I  th'  abs^ 
For  pdssibP  is,  siiice  thou  hast  her  pr^sei 
And  art  a  knight,  a  worthy  and  an  able, 
That  by  some  case,*  since  Fortune  is  chi 

Thou  mavcf  fr»  ♦!*—  J--- 
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Nc  crcdtvrc  that  of  ihem  mak^  is, 
That  may  tnc  heal  or  do  comfiin  in  this,  31 

WeO  (M^t '  I  starve'  in  wanhope*  and  distress. 
FaiewelJ  my  life,  my  lusi,"  and  my  gladness. 

"  Alas  I  why  plainvn  men  so  in  commUne 
Of  parvcyance*  of  God  or  of  Fortune, 
That  givcib  ihcm  full  oft  in  many  a  guise  3< 

WcD  bcMcr  ihan  ihey  can  themselves  devise  ? 
Some  tttan  dcsircch  for  to  have  richdss, 
Tliat  cause  ts  of  his  icurd'r,  or  great  sickness  ; 
And  tofDC  man  would  out  of  his  prison  fain," 
Thai  in  his  house  is  of  his  menic'  slain.  4c: 

Infinite  hannfs  been  in  this  matt^  : 
We  woi  not  what  thiBg  that  wc  praidn  here. 
Wr  Cvcn  35  he  that  drunk  is  as  a  mouse  : 
A  drunken  man  wot  well  he  hath  a  house, 
Bol  he  ne  wot  which  is  the  right  way  thider,         4c 
And  to  a  drunken  man  the  way  is  slider,* 
And  ccTiifs  in  this  world  so  farcn  wc. 

■'  Wc  seekcn  fast  after  felicity. 
But  we  go  wrong  full  often  inidly. 
Thus  we  may  say^  all,  and  namely  I.  41 

That  ween'd,*  and  had  a  great  opinitSn, 
That  if  1  might  escapen  from  prisiSn 
Then  1  had  been  in  joy  and  peifecl  hele,"* 
Then;  now  1  am  exilM  from  my  wele." 
Since  thai  I  may  not  see  you  Emily  41 

I  n'am  but  dead  ;  there  n'is  no  remedy." 

Upon  that  other  sidd  Palatnon, 
When  that  he  wist  Arcila  was  agonc, 
Sudi  sorrow  he  maketh,  that  the  greatd  lower 
KesoMoed  of  his  yelling  and  clamiiur.  43 

The  |iorf  fetters"  on  his  shinnSs  great 
Were  of  his  bitter  sah^  learns  wet. 

"Alas  l  quod  he,  Arcila,  cousin  mine. 
Of  aU  mir  ilrife,  God  wnt,  the  ^it  is  thine. 
Thou  valkcst  now  in  Thebes  at  thy  large,"  .4^ 

And  of  my  woe  thou  givest  Uttle  charge. 
Tboa  mayst,  sith  lliou  hast  wisdom  and  manheati. 
Aakcmblen  ail  the  folk  of  our  kindred. 
And  make  a  war  so  sharp  on  this  country 
Tliai  by  some  ivcnlurc  or  some  trcat^c  43 

Onchl  I— brhowlh  TWi     •Sutve—dit     »  Wanhofw- -dcapal 
'  »  l»a[»ey»npc— onlln»Iion.     •  Would  oul  ot  prise 

gUdly  1b  au[   of  iirtf — 


"  "Xby  lnrg«— thy  liWy. 
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Thou  mayst  have  her  to  lady  and  to  wife 

For  whom  that  1  must  needds  lose  my  life. 

For  as  by  way  of  possibility, 

Sith  thou  art  at  thy  large,*  of  prison  free, 

And  art  a  lord,  great  is  thine  ^vantage,  435 

More  than  is  mine,  that  starve*  here  in  a  cage : 

For  I  may  weep  and  wail  while  that  I  live, 

With  all  the  woe  that  prison  may  me  give, 

And  eke  with  pain  that  love  me  giv'th  also. 

That  doubleth  all  my  torment  and  my  woe."         440 

Therewith  the  fire  of  jealousy  up  start 
Within  his  breast,  and  hent*  him  by  the  heart 
So  woodly,*  that  he  like  was  to  behold 
The  box-tree,  or  the  ashes  dead  and  cold. 
Then  said  he  ;  "  O  cruel  Goddds  !  that  govern       445 
This  world  with  binding  of  your  word  etem. 
And  writen  in  the  table  of  adamant. 
Your  parlement*  and  your  etern^  grant. 
What  is  mankind  more  unto  you  yhold 
Than  is  the  sheep  that  rouketh  ^  in  the  fold  ?         450 
For  slain  is  man  right  as  another  beast, 
And  dwelleth  eke  in  prison  and  arrest, 
And  hath  sickness  and  great  adversity. 
And  often  tim^s  guiltdless  pardi^. 

"  What  governance  is  in  this  prescience  455 

That  guiltdless  tormenteth  innocence  ? 
And  yet  increaseth  this  all  my  penince. 
That  man  is  bounden  to  his  Observance 
For  Goddds  sake  to  letten  of  his  will, 
There  as  a  beast  may  all  his  lust^  fulfill.  460 

And  when  a  beast  is  dead  he  hath  no  pain  ; 
But  man  after  his  death  must  weep  and  plain, 
Though  in  this  world  he  hav^  care  and  woe: 
Withouten  doubt  it  may^  standen  so. 

"The  answer  of  this,  let  I  to  divines,  465 

But  well  I  wot  that  in  this  world  great  pine  is, 
Alas  !  I  see  a  serpent  or  a  thief. 
That  many  a  tru^  man  hath  done  mischi^. 
Go  at  his  large,  and  where  him  lust  may  turn. 
But  I  must  be  in  prison  through  Satdm,  470 

And  eke  through  Juno,  jealous  and  eke  wood,* 
That  hath  well  nigh  destroyed  all  the  blood 
Of  Thebes,  with  his  wast^  wallas  wide. 
And  Venus  slayeth  me  on  that  other  side 

>  Thy  large— ihy  liberty.     «  Starve— die.     •  Hcnt— held,  seiied. 
*  Woodly — madly.  *  Parlement — consultation.   •  Rouketh— crowd, 
huddle  together.     '  Lust — inclination.     *  Wood — furious. 
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For  jealousy  and  fear  of  him  Arcite."  475 

Now  will  I  stent  *  of  Palamon  a  lite,' 
And  letten  him  in  his  prisiSn  stiU  dwell, 
And  of  Arcita  forth  I  will  you  tell. 

The  summer  passeth,  and  the  night^  long 
Encreas^  double-wise  the  paints  strong  480 

Both  of  the  lover'  and  of  the  prisoner ; 
1  n*ot'  which  hath  the  wofiiUer  mist^re.^ 
For  shortly  for  to  say,  this  Palamon 
Perpetually  is  damn^  to  prisdn, 
In  chain^s  and  in  fetters  to  be  dead  ;  4S5 

And  Arcite  is  exiled  on  his  head  ^ 
For  evermore,  as  out  of  that  countr^e, 
Ne  never  more  he  shall  his  lady  see. 

You  lovers  axe  I  now  this  question, 
Wlio  hath  the  worse,  Arcite'  or  Palamon  ?  490 

That  one  may  see  his  lady  day  by  day, 
But  in  prisdn  must  he  dwell^n  alway : 
That  other  where  him  lust*  may  ride  or  go, 
But  see  his  lady  shall  he  never  mo. 
Now  deemeth  as  you  list^  ye  that  can,  495 

For  I  will  tell  you  forth  as  1  began. 

When  that  Arcite  to  Thebes  comen  was. 
Full  oft  a  day  he  swelt '  and  said,  Alas  ! — 
For  see  his  lady  shall  he  never  mo. 
And  shortly  to  concluden,  all  his  woe,  500 

So  muchel  sorrow  'had  never  creiture 
That  is  or  shall  be  while  the  world  may  dure. 
His  sleep,  his  meat,  his  drink,  is  him  beraft. 
That  lean  he  wax'd,  and  dry  as  is  a  shaft. 
His  eyen  hollow,  and  grisly  to  behold,  505 

His  hu^  sallow,  and  pale  as  ashes  cold. 
And  solitary^  he  was,  and  ever'  alone. 
And  wailing  all  the  night,  making  his  moan : 
And  if  he  heardd  song  or  instrument, 
Then  would  he  weep  ;  he  mights  not  be  stent*     5 10 
So  feeble  were  his  spirits,  and  so  low, 
And  changed  so,  that  no  man  could^  know 
His  speech^  ne  his  voice,  though  men  it  heard. 
And  in  his  gear,  for  all  the  world  he  far'd 
Not  only  like  the  lover's  malady  515 

Of  Ereos,  but  rather  ylike  minie, 
Engendred  of  humdurs  melancholic, 
BcK>re  his  head  in  his  cell  fantastic. 

*  Stent— <xase.  pause.  •  Ute— little.  '  N'ol— /.  e.  ne  wot,  know 
not.  *  Mistere  -  condition.  *  On  his  head — on  pain  of  his  bead. 
•  Lost— chooses.     '  Swelt— fainted.     •  Stent— stopped. 

V.  518.  Before  his  head  iu  his  cell.]  This  is  the  reading  of  MS  F. 
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And  shortly  tum^  was  all  up  so  down 

Both  habit  and  eke  disposition  520 

Of  him,  this  woful  lover  Dan '  Arcite  : 

What  should  I  all  day  of  his  woe  endite  ? 

When  he  endur^  had  a  year  or  two 
This  cruel  torment,  and  this  pain  and  woe. 
At  Theb^  in  his  country,  as  I  said,  525 

Upon  a  night  in  sleep  as  he  him  laid, 
Him  thought  how  that  the  wing^  god  Mcrcdry 
Before  him  stood,  and  bade  him  to  be  merry. 
His  sleepy  yard'  in  hand  he  bare  upright ; 
A  hat  he  weardd  upon  his  hair^s  bnght  :  530 

Arrayed  was  this  god  (as  he  took  keep)  • 
As  he  was  when  that  Argus  took  his  sleep, 
And  said  him  thus ;  '^  To  Athenes  shalt  thou  wend ; 
There  is  the  shapen  *  of  thy  woe  an  end." 

And  with  that  word  Arcite*  awoke  and  start.*    535 
"Now  tru^y  how  sore  that  ever  me  smart, 
Quod  he,  to  Athenes  right,  now  will  I  fare  ; 
Ne  for  no  dread  of  death  shall  I  not  spare 
To  see  my  lady,  that  I  love  and  serve ; 
In  her  presence  I  reck^  not  to  starve.*  540 

And  with  that  word  he  caught  a  great  mirrdur, 
And  saw  that  changed  was  all  his  col6ur. 
And  saw  his  visage  all  in  another  kind  ; 
And  right  anon  it  ran  him  in  his  mind, 
That  since  his  face  was  so  disfigured  545 

Of  malady  the  which  he  had  endured, 
He  mightd  well,  if  that  he  bare  him  low. 
Live  in  Athen^  evermore  unknow,' 
And  see  his  lady  well  nigh  dajr  by  day. 
And  right  anon  he  chang^  his  array,  550 

And  clad  him  as  a  poor^  labourer. 
And  all  alone,  save  only  a  squi6r. 
That  knew  his  privity  and  all  his  case,* 
Which  was  disgui^d  poorly  as  he  was. 
To  Athenes  is  he  gone  the  next^  way.  555 

And  to  the  court  he  went  upon  a  day, 

*  Dan — see  note  below.  *  Yard — ^rod  or  wand :  '*  sleepy  yard  "— 
thai  is,  his  "sleep-compelling  yard."  •  Keep— notice,  attention. 
^  Shapen — prepared.  *  Start  — part.  pa.  started.  •  Starve  — die. 
'  Unknow — for  unknown.     ®  Case — fortune. 


The  MSS.  C.  i,  and  HA.  read,  befom  his  owen  celle — and  perhaps 
their  authority  ought  to  have  been  followed  in  the  text. — Tyr. 

V.  521.  Dan  Arcite.'\  Dan  was  an  abbreviation  oldominus,  and 
used  as  a  title  of  respect ;  most  commonly,  however,  when  the 
priesthood  were  alluded  to,  or  addressed. 
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And  M  ibc  gaic  he  proffered  his  service. 
To  drudge  and  draw  what  so  men  would  dcii^i- 
And  sbonty  of  ihis  maiter  for  to  sayn, 
He  fell  in  office  with  a  chamberlain, 
The  which  that  dwelling  was  with  Emily, 
F«  he  was  wise,  and  cuuldi!  soon  espy 
Of  c»«ry  servant  which  ibat  sen'tfd  her  ; 
WeB  cinild  he  hewdn  wood,  and  water  bear. 
For  be  was  young  and  mighty  for  the  noni-s,' 
And  thereto  he  was  strong  and  big  of  bones 
To  do  that  any  wight  can  him  devise. 

A  year  or  two  he  was  in  this  service, 
?wc  of  the  chamber'  of  Emily  the  bright. 
And  l'hila»tiJte'  he  said^  that  he  hight. 
Baft  half  so  wt-ll  bclov'd  a  man  as  he 
Me  w»£  there  nev'r  in  court  of  his  dcgrei-. 
He  was  so  gende  of  conditii^n, 
nwl  throughout  nil  the  court  was  his  renown. 
ThcT  laiden  that  it  were  a  charity 
That  Theseus  would  enhancen  his  degree, 
And  putten  htm  in  worshipful  service. 
Then:  U  he  might  his  virtues  exercise. 
And  thu»  witliin  a  while  his  name  is  sprung 
IMt>  of  his  dced^s  and  of  his  good  tongue, 
TImi  Theseus  halh  taken  him  so  near, 
Tliat  of  his  chamber'  he  made  him  a  squi^r, 
Aod  gave  him  gold  to  maintain  his  degree ; 
Asd  «ke  men  brought  him  out  of  his  countrfe 
FrMD  year  to  year  full  privily  his  rent ; 
Bnt  honestly  and  i>Lly  lie  it  spent, 
That  00  man  wonder'd  how  that  he  it  had. 
And  three  year  in  this  wise  his  life  he  ladd, 
Aad  bare  him  so  in  peace  and  eke  in  war 
Tbcrr  n'as  no  man  tliat  Theseus  hath  derre.* 
And  in  thi»  blissj  let  I  now  Arclte, 
And  ipcak  I  «-ill  of  I'aiamon  a  lite.' 

In  ilarkncis,  and  horrible  and  strong  prison 
This  »o'eo  year  hath  sitten  Palamon, 
Korpined,*  whai  for  love  and  for  distress. 
Who  fbelcth  double  sorrow'  and  hea\-ine5s 
[tut  Palarnon  ^  that  love  distraineth  so, 
TKit  wood  '  out  of  his  wit  he  go'th  for  wuc, 
And  eke  thereto  he  is  a  prisoner 
iVrpctual,  not  only  for  a  year. 

Wlio  cuuldi  rhyme  in  English  properly 
Hit  nurtynlom  \  forsooth  it  am  not  J, 
^Heen    potpnir    nrciiion.      '  Dtrtr— mote  dcsrty.      ' 


Of  a  dary  *  made  of  a 
Widindrcocics  and  opie^  ^Tfmjbtk 

That  all  the  night  though  that  men 
The  jailor  slept,  he  mights  not  awal 
And  thus  he  fleeth  as  fast  as  ever  ht 

The  night  was  short,  and  fast^  by 
That  needds  cast*  he  must  himselvei 
And  to  a  g^ov^  fast^  there  beside 
With  dreadful «  foot  then  stalketh  Pa 
For  shortly  this  was  his  opinion, 
That  in  that  grove  he  would  him  hidt 
And  in  the  night  then  would  he  take 
To  Thebds  ward,  his  friend^s  for  to  p 
On  TheseiSs  to  helpen  him  warrfe  : ' 
And  shortly,  either  he  would  lose  his 
Or  winnen  Emily  unto  his  wife. 
This  is  the  effect,  and  his  intent^  plaii 

Now  will  I  turnen  to  Arcite'  again, 
That  little  wist  how  nigh^  was  his  car< 
Till  that  FortiSne  had  brought  him  in 
The  busy  lark,  the  messenger  of  day, 
Salueth  in  her  song  the  morrow  grey. 
And  fiery  Phoebus  riseth  up  so  bright, 
That  all  the  orient  laugheth  of  the  sigl 
And  with  his  stream^s  drieth  in  the  gr 
The  silver  dropp^s  hanging  on  the  lea 

*  Thridde — third.      •  Shapen —  fashioned,  orda 

mixture  of  honey,  spices,  &c.  Set  noU.    *  Opie— < 

cast — t.  e.  he  must  needs  cast,  or  contrive.    *  Di 

^  Warrie  —  to  make  war  •    >»-•»'—   **^ 
0  r?  — 
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And  Arcite,  that  is  in  the  court  real  ^ 

With  Theseus  the  squi<5r  principal,  640 

Is  risen,  and  looketh  on  the  merry  day ; 

And  for  to  do  his  dbscfvance  to  May, 

Remembring  on  the  point  *  of  his  desire, 

He  on  his  courser,  starting  as  the  fire, 

Is  ridden  to  the  field^s  him  to  play,  645 

Out  of  the  court,  were  it  a  mile  or  tway ; 

And  to  the  grove  of  which  that  I  you  told 

By  iventure  his  way  he  'gan  to  hold, 

To  maken  him  a  garland  of  the  grevcs,' 

Were  it  of  woodbind  or  of  hawthorn  leaves,  650 

And  loud  he  sang  against  the  sunn^  shene.^ 

•*  May^  with  all  thy  flowr^s  and  thy  green, 
Right  welcome  be  thou  fair^  fresh^  May, 
1  hope  that  1  some  green  here  getten  may." 
And  from  his  courser  with  a  lusty  ^  heart  655 

Into  the  grove  full  hastily  he  start, 
And  in  a  path  he  roamed  up  and  down. 
There  as  by  iventure  this  Palamon 
Was  in  a  bush,  that  no  man  might  him  see. 
For  sore  afifear^d  of  his  death  was  he,  660 

Nothing  ne  knew  he,  that  it  was  Arcite  ; 
God  wot  he  would  have  trowed  it  full  lite.^ 
But  soth  ^  is  said,  gone  sithen  "  are  many  years, 
That  field  hath  eyen,  and  the  wood  hath  ears. 
It  is  full  fair  a  man  to  bear  him  even,^  665 

For  aU  day  meeten  men  at  unset  Steven.*® 
Full  little  wot  Arcite  of  his  fellaw. 
That  was  so  nigh  to  hearken  of  his  saw,** 
For  in  the  bush  he  sitteth  now  full  stilL 

When  that  Arcite*  had  roamed  aU  his  fill,  670 

And  sungen  aU  the  roundel  lustily, 
Into  a  study  he  fell  suddenly, 
As  do  these  lovers  in  their  quaint^  gears,** 
Now  in  the  crop,*'  and  now  down  in  the  breres,** 
Now  up,  now  down,  as  bucket  in  a  well  675 

Right  as  the  Friday,  sothly '  for  to  tell. 
Now  shineth  it,  and  now  it  raineth  fast ; 
Right  so  can  gery  **  Venus  overcast 
The  hearth  of  her  folk,  right  as  her  day 
Is  gcrfull,*'  right  so  changeth  she  array.  680 

*  Real— royaL  •  Point— object.  '  Grcves— groves.  <  Shene— 
louog.  *  Lusty— pleased,  joyous.  •  Lite— little.  '  Solh— true. 
Shbeo — since.  •  Even — equably.  *•  Unset  Steven— without  set 
iaM;  or  appointment.  *»  Saw— speech.  **  Quainte  gears- strange 
■odes  or  uishions.  **  Crop— top.  **  Breres— briars.  **  Gery— 
tmnifiil.  qy.  from  the  Fr.  girer,  to  turn  round.     *•  Gerfull  — 


Auu  OK  ukt  City  fint  was  aowngd  Id 
Of  his  lin'age  am  I,  and  his  oAprfai 
By  very  line,  as  of  the  stock  r6al ;' 

And  now  I  am  so  caitifP  and  so  thr, 
That  he  that  is  my  mortal  enemy 
I  serve  him  as  his  squi^r  poordly. 
And  yet  doth  Juno  me  well  mord  she 
For  I  dare  not  beknow  mine  owdn  n 
But  there  as  I  was  wont  to  hight  Arc 
Now  hight  I  Philostrate  not  worth  a 
Alas  !  thou  fell  Mars,  alas  !  thou  Jun 
Thus  hath  your  ire  our  lineage  all  foi 
Save  only  me  and  wretched  Palamon 
That  Theseus  martfreth*  in  prisdn. 
And  over  all  this,  to  slay  me  utterly, 
Love  hath  his  fiery  dart  so  brenningly 
Ystick^d*  through  my  tru^  careful  he£ 
That  shapen*  was  my  death  erst*®  tha 
Ye  slay  me  with  your  eyen  Emily ; 
Ye  be  the  caus^  wherefore  that  I  die. 
Of  all  the  rem^nant  of  mine  other  can 
Ne  set  I  not  the  mountance"  of  a  tan 
So  that  I  could  do  aught  to  your  pleas 
And  with  that  word  he  fell  down  in 

*  Sike — sigh.    •  Real — royal.    •  CaitifT— adj.  wi 
— enslaved.      *  Mite  —  small  worm.      •  Martire 
^  Brenningly —  buminglv.      *  Ysticked  —  pierced, 
dained,  contrived.     *•  Erst — first,  before.     "  Shir 
'*  Mountance — amount.     "  Pleasance — pleasure. 
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A  long^  time  : — and  afterward  up  start  7 1 5 

This  Palamon,  that  thought  throughout  his  heart 

He  felt  a  cold^  sword  suddenly  ghde  ; 

For  ire  he  quoke,*  no  longer  would  he  hide  : 

And  when  that  he  had  heard  Arcite's  tale, 

As  he  were  wood,*  with  fac^  dead  and  pale,  720 

He  start  him  up  out  of  the  bushes  thick 

And  said^  ;  *'  False  Arcite,  false  traitour  wicke, 

Now  art  thou  hent,'  that  lovest  my  lady  so, 

For  whom  that  I  have  all  this  pain  and  woe, 

And  art  my  blood,  and  to  my  counsel  sworn,        725 

As  I  full  oft  have  told  thee  herebefom, 

And  hast  bejaped^  here  Duke  Theseus, 

And  falsely  changed  hast  thy  namd  thus  ; 

1  would  be  dead,  or  ell^s  thou  shalt  die  : 

Thou  shalt  not  love  my  lady  Emily,  730 

But  1  will  love  her  only,  and  no  mo ; 

For  I  am  Palamon  thy  mortal  foe. 

And  thouefa  that  1  nd  weap'n  have  in  this  place, 

But  out  of  prison  am  astart  by  grace,^ 

I  dreads  naught  that  either  thou  shalt  die,  735 

Or  thou  ne  shalt  not  loven  Emily  : 

Choose  which  thou  wilt,  for  thou  shalt  not  astart/' 

This  Arcite,  then  wiUi  full  dispiteous^  heart, 
When  he  him  knew,  and  had  his  tal^  heard. 
As  fierce  as  a  ledn  puU'd  out  a  sword,  740 

And  said^  thus  ;  ^  By  God,  that  sitt'th  above, 
N'crc'  it  that  thou  art  sick  and  wood'  for  love. 
And  eke  that  thou  no  weap'n  hast  in  this  place, 
Thou  should^st  never  out  of  this  grov^  pace,' 
That  thou  ne  should^st  dien  of  mine  hond  ;  745 

For  1  defy  the  surety  and  the  bond 
Which  that  thou  sayst  that  1  have  made  to  thee. 
WTiat !  very  fool,  think  well  that  love  is  free, 
And  1  will  love  her  maugre*  all  thy  might. 
But,  for  thou'®  art  a  worthy  gentle  knight,  750 

And  wilnest"  to  darraine*'  her  by  batiiUe, 
Have  here  my  truth,  to-morrow*  I  will  not  fail, 
Wthout^n  weeting**  of  any  other  wight. 
That  here  1  will  be  founden  as  a  knight. 
And  bringen  harness  right  enough  for  thee,  755 

And  choose  the  best,  and  leave  the  worst  for  me  : 

'  Quoke — shook.  •  Wood — mad.  '  Kent— caught.  *  Bejapcd 
-deodTed.  laughed  at.  *  Astart  by  grace— escaped  by  favour. 
DBpiteons— unpitying,  cruel.  '  Ne'rc  it— were  it  not.  •  Pace 
-fa  •  Mausre — malgr^,  in  spite  of.  *•  But  for  thou— since  how- 
tw  tboo.  "  Wilnest — desirest.  "  Darraine— contest.  "  Weeting 
—knowing. 


.  .^  4nMM  IS  sua,  tbat  kfv^iie  lort 
Will  not  his  tfaank^s  *  have  no  Mk 
Well  finden  that  Arctte^  and  Palan 

Arcite*  is  ridden  anon  unto  the  t 
And  on  the  morrow,  or  it  were  day- 
Full  privily  two  harness  hath  he  di; 
Both  sufifisant  and  meet^  to  darrair 
The  battle  in  the  field  betwixt  then 
And  on  his  horse,  alone  as  he  was  1 
He  carrieth  all  this  harness  him  bei 
And  in  the  grove,  at  time  and  place 
This  Arcite'  and  this  Palamon  been 
Tho*  changen  'gan  the  colour  in  the 
Right  as  the  hunter  in  the  regne  of ' 
That  standeth  at  a  gapp^  with  a  spe 
When  hunted  is  the  Hon  or  the  beat 
And  heareth  him  come  rushing  in  th 
And  breaking  both  the  boughds  and 
And  think'th  "  Here  com'th  my  mort 
Withouten  fail  he  must  be  dead  X)r  I 
For  either  I  must  slay  him  at  the  ga] 
Or  he  must  slay  me,  if  that  me  mishj 
So  fareden  they  in  changing  of  their 
As  far  as  either  of  them  other  knew. 
There  n'as  no  good  day,  ne  no  saluir 
But  strait  withouten  word^s'  rehcarsi 
Everich  of  them  help  to  armen  othei 
As  friendly  as  he  were  his  owen  brot 
And  after  that  with  sharp^  spear^s  s 
They  foinden*  each  at  other  wonH#»r 
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That  firothen  white  as  foam  for  ir^  wood  : 
Up  to  the  ancle  fought  they  in  their  blood  : 
And  in  this  wise  I  let  them  fighting  dwell, 
And  forth  I  will  of  Theseus  you  tell. 

The  destiny,  minister  general,  805 

That  cxecuteth  in  the  world  o'er  all 
The  pdrveyance  *  that  God  hath  seen  befom, 
So  strong  it  is,  that  though  the  world  had  sworn 
The  contrary  of  a  thing  by  yea  or  nay, 
Yet  sometime  it  shall  fallen  on  a  day  810 

That  falleth  not  eft^  '  in  a  thousand  year. 
For  certainly  our  appetites  here. 
Be  it  of  war,  or  peace,  or  hate,  or  love. 
All  is  this  rul^  by  the  sight  above. 
Thb  mean  I  now  by  mighty  Theseus,  81 5 

That  for  to  hunten  is  so  desirous. 
And  namely  at  the  greats  hart  in  May, 
That  in  his  bed  there  dawneth  him  no  day 
That  he  n'is'  clad,  and  ready  for  to  ride 
With  hunt  and  horn,  and  hound^s  him  beside  ;    820 
For  in  his  hunting  hath  he  such  dehght. 
That  it  is  all  his  joy  and  appetite 
To  be  himself  the  greats  hart^'s  bane ; 
For  after  Mars  he  serveth  now  Diane. 

Gear  was  the  day,  as  I  have  told  e'er  this,        825 
And  Theseus,  with  all^  joy  and  bliss, 
With  his  Hypolita,  the  fair^  queen, 
And  Emily,  yclothed  all  in  green, 
On  hunting  been  they  ridden  really :  * 
And  to  the  grove,  that  stood  there  fast^  by,  830 

In  which  there  was  a  hart  as  men  him  told, 
Duke  Theseus  the  straitd  way  hath  hold. 
And  to  the  launde*  he  rideth  him  full  right. 
There  was  the  hart  ywont  to  have  his  flight. 
And  over  a  brook,  and  so  forth  on  his  way. 
This  duke  will  have  a  course  at  him  or  tway         835 
With  hound^  such  as  him  lust^  to  command. 
And  when  this  duke  was  comen  to  the  launde,^ 
Under  the  sun  he  look^,  and  anon 
He  was  'ware  of  Arcit^  and  Palamon,  840 

That  foughten  breme,''  as  it  were  bulMs  two. 
The  bright^  sword^s  wenten  to  and  fro 
So  hideously  that  with  the  leasts  stroke 
It  seemed  that  it  would^  fell  an  oak. 
But  what  they  weren,  nothing  he  ne  wot :  845 

This  duke  his  courser  with  his  spurrds  smote, 

'  Punreyance — prevoyance,  foresight,  disposition.  •  Eftc — again. 
'  N'ii  —  IS  not  *  Really  —  royally.  *  Launde— plain.  •  Lust — 
defigbted.    '  Breme — furiously. 
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And  at  a  start  he  was  betwixt  them  two, 

And  pulldd  out  a  sword  and  cri^, — **  Ho ! 

No  more,  up  pain  of  losing  of  your  head  ; 

By  mighty  Mars,  he  shall  anon  be  dead  850 

That  smiteth  any  stroke  that  I  may  seen  ! 

But  telleth  me  what  mistere  *  men  ye  been, 

That  be  so  hardy  for  to  tighten  here 

Withouten  any  judge  or  officer, 

As  though  it  were  in  list^s  really."'  855 

This  Palamon  answered  hastily 
And  saidd  ;  "  Sir,  what  needeth  word^s  mo  ? 
We  have  the  death  deserv^  both^  two : 
Two  woful  wretches  be  we,  two  caitives,* 
That  be  accumbred  of  our  owen  lives,  860 

And  as  thou  art  a  rightful  lord  and  judge 
Ne  give  us  neither  mercy  nor  refuge ; 
And  slay  me  first  for  saints  charity,  . 

But  slay  my  fellow  eke  as  well  as  me  ; 
Or  slay  him  first,  for  though  thou  know  it  lite/    865 
This  is  thy  mortal  foe,  this  is  Arcite, 
That  from  thy  land  is  banish'd  on  his  head. 
For  which  he  hath  deserv^  to  be  dead  ; 
For  this  is  he  that  came  unto  thy  gate. 
And  said^  that  he  hight^  Philostrate.  870 

Thus  hath  he  jap^d^  thee  full  many  a  year, 
And  thou  hast  mak^  him  thy  chief  squi^. 
And  this  is  he  that  loveth  Emily. 

'*  For  sith  the  day  is  come  that  I  shall  die 
I  makd  plainly  my  confession,  875 

That  I  am  thilk^'  woful  Palamon 
That  hath  thy  prison  broken  wilfully : 
I  am  thy  mortal  foe,  and  it  am  I 
That  loveth  so  hot  Emily  the  bright, 
That  I  would  dien  present  in  her  sight,  880 

Therefore  I  ax^  death  and  my  jewise  ;^ 
But  slay  my  fellow  in  the  sam^  wise. 
For  both  we  have  deserved  to  be  slain." 

This  worthy  duke  answ^rd  anon  again. 
And  said,  '<  This  is  a  short  conclusion  ;  885 

Your  owen  mouth,  by  your  confessidn. 
Hath  damned **  you,  and  I  will  it  record ; 
It  needeth  not  to  pain  you  with  the  cord : 
Ye  shall  be  dead  by  mighty  Mars  the  Red." 

The  queen  anon  for  very  womanhead  890 

1  Mistere  men — kind  or  condition  of  men.  '  Really— roy^tUy. 
'  Caitives  —  wretches,  synonymous.  *  Lite  —  little.  *  Japed  — 
tricked,  deceived.  •  Thilke—that  ^  Jeynse— doom.  *l)iUBaed 
— condemned. 


I 
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•C»n  for  to  weep,  and  so  did  Emily, 
Aad  all  tbc  bdics  in  the  company. 
<>cu  pity  was  it,  us  it  thought  them  all, 
Tbai  c*cT  such  a  chancii  should  befall, 
For  gctiilcincn  ihcy  were  of  great  estate, 
And  nnihing  but  for  love  was  this  dcb^itc: 
And  MV  their  bloody  woundi's  wide  and  so: 
And  alld  ciiedcn  huxhi  Icis  and  more, 
"  H»rc  mercy.  Lord,  upon  us  women  all." 
And  OQ  their  bun!  knees  adown  they  fall, 
And  would  have  kiss'd  his  feet  there  as  he  • 
Till  31  the  lost  aslakcd'  was  his  mood  : 
iTot  piiy  runneth  soon  in  gentle  heart) 
And  though  he  first  for  irtf  <[uokc*  and  start 
He  h.-Uh  considered  shortly  in  a  clause 
The  trespass  id  tkan  both,  and  eke  the  a 
Aad  althou^  that  his  ire  their  guilt  accu; 
Yet  in  hi»  reason  he  them  both  excused; 
A*  thus ;  he  ihouehi^  well  that  every  man 
Will  help  hinuclf  in  love  if  that  he  can 
And  eke  deli%-cr  himself  out  of  priscin : 
And  eke  his  hearth  had  compassion 
Of  waoieo.  for  thcy  weptcn  cver-in*on,' 
And  in  his  gentle  heart  he  thought  anon, 
And  »oft  unre  hinuelf  he  sayM,  "  Fie 
L'pori  a  lord  that  will  haic  no  mercv. 
But  be  a  lion  both  in  word  and  decci. 
To  them  that  be  in  T^pwilancc  and  dread, 
As  well  as  to  a  proud  dispiteous'  man 
Thai  oUl  inalntaincn  that  he  tirsi  began. 
Thai  lord  h.ith  little  of  discrctirtn 
That  in  such  case  can '  no  division, 
Rot  wciKhcth  pride  and  humbless  after  on." 
And  shonly  when  bis  ire  is  thus  agone. 
He  'gan  to  looken  up  with  i^ycn  light, 
.^H  spaki-  these  sani^  word<!s  all  on  height 

'-The  ii'il  '.if  Love,  a  btnedkiltl 
Ho-»  niit;htv  .ind  how  great  a  lord  is  he  ? 
'^l:J1^»I  hi^  might,  there  galncn  non  obst<ides, 

He  m>iy  be  i;leD*d  a  Uod  for  his  mirdclcs. 
For  he  can  mAen  at  his  owcn  guise 
Of  cvcrich  heart  as  that  him  list  devise.* 

"  Lo.  here  this  Arcilc,  and  this  Palamon, 
That  qultely'  wcren  out  of  my  prison, 

tk"!.  aliiHe<l.    •  Quoke— Itemhlfd.     '  Evh 
'  Diiplloous— rclcniliBS.     *  Ct 
B,    '  H)m  iin  deviie— mich  > 
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And  might  have  liv'd  in  Thebes  really,' 
And  weten  ^  I  am  their  mortal  enemy, 
.  And  that  their  death  li'th  in  my  might  also, 
And  yet  hath  love,  maugre  '  their  eyen  two, 
Ybrought  them  hither  both^  for  to  die ; 
Now  looketh,  is  not  this  a  high  folly  ? 
Who  may  be  a  fool,  but  if  that  he  love  ?  * 
Behold  for  Godd^s  sake,  that  sitt'th  above. 
See  how  they  bleed  !  be  they  not  well  arra/d  ? 
Thus  hath  their  lord,  the  god  of  Love,  them  paid 
Their  wages,  and  their  fees  for  their  servfce, 
And  yet  they  weenen  for  to  be  full  wise 
That  serven  Love  for  aught  that  may  befalL 
And  yet  is  this  the  best^  game  of  all. 
That  she  for  whom  they  have  this  jolity 
Con  them  therefore  as  muchel  thanlc  *  as  me. 
She  wot  no  more  of  all  this  hot^  fare, 
By  God,  than  wot  a  cuckow  or  a  hare. 
But  all  must  be  assayed  hot  or  cold  ; 
A  man  must  be  a  fool  either  young  or  old  ; 
I  wot  it  by  myself  full  yore  agone ; 
For  in  my  time  a  servant  was  I  one ; 
And  therefore  since  I  know  of  lov^s  pain, 
And  wot  how  sore  it  can  a  man  distrain ; 
As  he  that  oft  hath  been  caught  1n  his  las,* 
I  you  forgive  all  wholly  this  trespass, 
At  request  of  the  queen  that  kneeleth  here, 
And  eke  of  Emily,  my  sister  dear : 
And  ye  shall  both  anon  unto  me  swear, 
That  never  more  ye  shall  my  country  dere,' 
Ne  maken  war  upon  me  night  or  day,    .  < 

But  be  my  friendds  in  all  that  ye  may. 
I  you  forgive  this  trespass  every  deal" 
And  they  him  sware  his  axing  fair  and  well, 
And  him  of  lordship  and  of  mercy  pra/d, 
And  he  them  granted  grace,  and  thus  he  said : 

"  To  s{>eak  of  r^al®  lineage  and  richess, 
Though  that  she  were  a  queen  or  a  princess. 
Each  of  you  both  is  worthy  doubtless 
To  wedden  when  time  is,  but  nath^less 
I  speak  as  for  my  sister  Emily, 
For  whom  ye  have  this  strife  and  jealousy. 
Ye  wot  yourself  she  may  not  wedden  two 
At  on^s,  though  ye  fighten  evermo; 

*  Really — royally.  *  Weten — known.  '  Maugre — notwithsti 
ing.  *  But  if  that  he  love— that  is,  "  who  should  be  a  fool,  uo 
it  be  he  who  is  in  love  ?  "  ^  Con  them  as  muchel  thank — is  as  n 
pleased,  or  obliged.    •  Las — snare.    '  Derc — injure.   *  Real — ro 
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e  of  jau,  all  \x  him  lolh  or  lief, ' 
<A  go  pipcn  in  an  iv}'  leaf:  98a 

'   Ttii  b  10  iJiy,  she  may  not  have  you  both, 
'    lU  be  yc  ntvct  so  jealous  or  so  wrolh. 
'  And  fonhy  '  I  you  put  in  this  degree, 
I  Thu  neb  of  you  shall  have  his  destiny 
P  As  him  is  shape;'  and  hearkenelh  in  what  wise;       985 
I  \jo  bear  your  end  of  that  I  shall  dcvisL', 
•*  My  will  b  this  for  plat'  eondujidn 
I'libooien  any  replication, 
[|f  that  you  likrth,  take  it  for  the  best ; 

lai  cvcrich  of  you  shall  go  where  him  lest  v9° 

Krcely  withoulen  ransom  or  danger, 
\iid  this  day  fifty  weekSs.  far  nc  near.' 
ETcrlcb  of  you  shall  bring  a  hundred  Imighl'Js, 
'  na£d  for  list^s  up  at  aild  rights, 
It  ready  to  darrain'  her  by  batSille.  995 

'  "his  bcheic'  1  you  withouten  fail 
my  truth,  and  as  I  ant  a  knight, 
wbethcr  of  you  bothd  hath  that  miglil, 
is  ID  say,  thai  whether  he  or  tliou 
May  with  his  hundred,  as  I  spake  of  now,  looo 

^Uy  hb  coniiiry,  or  out  of  hstds  drive, 
Htm  shall  I  given  Emily  to  wive 
To  whom  thai  Fortune  giv'th  so  fair  a  grace. 

"  The  listfe  shall  I  maken  in  this  place, 
And  Cod  so  wisely'  on  my  souW  rue,'  1005 

As  1  shall  even  judgd  be  and  true. 
Ye  shall  none  other  end^  with  me  makcn 
That  one  of  vuu  nc  shall  be  dead  or  taken; 
And  if  you  ihinkcih  this  is  well  ysaid, 
Siiith  youi  advice,  and  holdeth  you  apaid  : '"  loio 

Tbis  i«  your  end  and  your  conclusion." 

Who  lookelh  lightly  now  but  Palamon  ,' 
Whn  spriogeth  up  for  joy^  but  Arcile  ? 
V\1>u  could  it  tell,  or  who  could  ii  indite, 
The  )fi-ji  tJiat  is  tnakti  in  the  place  1015 

WbcB Theseus  h«th  done  so  fair  a  grace?" 
Ilul  down  on  knees  went  every  manner  wight. 
And  thanked  him  with  all  their  hearths  might, 
And  namdy  these  Thebans  often  sith." 

Aad  thus  with  good  hope  and  with  hearth  blithe  lojo 
TTicr  take  their  Icav^,  'and  homeward  "gan  they  ride 
To  'i^elxb,  with  his  oldi!  wall^  wide. 

'  Lid  -  eUiL      •  Fonhy— Ihcretore.      •  Shape,   for  shnpeo—piF- 
»aA      *  FUl— nkla.      *  Fui    ne    nait— nciuitr    more    not    I«b. 
Bchtle-— promlK.    »  Wisely— surely.   '  Rue 
ipautoo.      "  KoLilcih   you   Hpaid  —consider  ysunctvFS 
I*  Qruf— buun.  dvntir,     l'  Sitli— limr*. 


I         *  ucnm — tm 

I 


Eastward  thecie  stood  a  pte-ofJBi 
Westward  right  sudi  anoUier  in  lb 

And  shortly  to  concluden,  such  a  p 
Was  never  in  earthd  in  so  little'  a  j 
For  in  the  land  there  n'as  no  craft( 
That  geometry  or  arsmetrik^  *  can, 
Ne  portrayour,  ne  carver  of  imiges 
That  Theseus  ne  gave  him  meat  an 
The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  devis 

And  for  to  do  his  rite  and  sacrifi< 
He  eastward  hath  upon  the  gate  ab 
In  worship  of  Venus,  goddess  of  Lo 
Done  make  an  altar  and  an  oratory, 
And  westward,  in  the  mind  and  in  n 
Of  Mars  he  makdd  hath  right  such  i 
That  cost^  largely  of  gold  a  fother  : 
And  northward,  in  a  turret  on  the  wj 
Of  alabaster  white  and  red  coral, 
An  oratory  rich^  for  to  see, . 
In  worship  of  Diin  of  chastity. 
Hath  Theseus  done  wrought*  in  nob! 

But  yet  had  I  forgbtten  to  devise 
The  noble  carving  and  the  portraiturt 
The  shape,  the  countenance,  of  die  i 
That  weren  in  these  oratories  three. 

First  in  the  temple  of  Venus  mayst 
Wrought  on  the  wall,  full  piteous  to  I 
The  broken  sleep^s,  and  the  sik^^  cc 
The  sacred  teares,  and  the  waitT>««»J 
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I>lc;iuncc  and  Hope,  Desire,  Fonihardinc^s, 

HcJiii>  and  Vomli,  Baudry  and  Bichess, 

Clunnfe  and  Force.  Lcsings  and  Flattery, 

Diipcnci^.  Busini^M.  and  Ji-iilousy,  1070 

Hut  wcarfd  of  yellow  gold^'  a  garland, 

And  lud  a  cuckoo  sitting  on  her  hand, 

Fcasi^t  insinimcnts,  and  carols  and  dances. 

Lint  and  xrray,  and  all  the  circumstances 

Of  Lovt,  which  that  I  reckon  and  reckon  shall,  107J 

By  o»der  weren  painted  on  the  wall, 

Aod  mote  than  1  can  make  of  tnentidn ; 

For  «othly*  all  the  mount  of  Citheron, 

TTirrc  Venus  hath  her  principal  dwelling, 

W«*  thowM  on  the  wall  in  ponmying,  1080 

With  all  the  garden,  and  the  lustiness.' 

Nm^^  wits  ^fTgottcn  the  porter  Idleness, 

Ne  Narcissus  the  fair  of  yore  agone  ; 

Ne  yet  (he  folly  of  King  Solomon ; 

Ne  yet  the  greaid  strength  of  Hercules;  10S5 

Til'  enchantment  of  Medea  and  Circes ; 

Ne  of  Tumus  the  h.irdy  fierce  courigc. 

The  ridi^  CrKsus  caitif  *  in  scrvdge. 

Thus  mxy  ye  seen  that  wisdom  nor  richess, 

Bcauiy  nor  sleight^'  strength  nor  hardiness,       1090 

Nc  may  with  \'enus  holden  champarty.' 

For  as  her  list  the  worlds  may  she  gic' 

Lu.  all  these  folk  so  caught  were  in  her  las* 

Till  ihcy  for  woe  full  often  said  Alas  ! 

SulBccth  here  eiamplcs  one  or  two,  1095 

AimI  yd  1  cDutd^  reckon  a  thousand  mo. 

Tbc  statue  of  Venus,  glorious  for  to  see, 
Wm  naked  fleeting  in  the  largf  sea; 
And  bnm  the  navel  down  all  coverM  was 
With  wav^s  ipec"'  •'"'•1  bright  as  any  glass.        1  too 
A  alole"  in  her  nght  hand  hadd^  she. 
And  on  her  head  full  seemly"  for  to  see, 
A  it)4^garland  fresh  and  well  smelling  1 
Above  her  head  her  dov^  flickering : 


r  hr  hak  iiu^iol  from  Gtiwn,  Cmt/aiiii  AmjmHs.  178.  il  a 
ocd  agun ID  fol,  1S9.  among  the Insmuneauvihicb  "sounded 


mere  as  Man  hatli  h^/' 

First  OQ.^  wiB  was'niiBlj^^^ 
In  wliicfi  there  wonneth^  neither  xxu 
With  knotty  gnarry '  barren  treds  ol( 
Of  stubbds  sharp  and  hideous  to  beh 
In  which  there  ran  a  rumble  *  and  a 
As  though  a  storm  should  bursten  ev 
And  downward  from  a  hill  under  a  b 
There  stood  the  tempi'  of  Mars  Armi 
Wrought  all  of  burned '  steel,  of  whicl 
Was  long  and  strait,  and  ghastly  for  \ 
And  thereout  came  a  rage  and  such  a 
That  it  made  all  the  gat^s  for  to  rise. 
The  northern  light  in  at  the  door^  she 
For  window  on  the  wall  ne  was  there 
Through  which  men  mighten  any  ligh 
The  door  was  all  of  adamant  etem, 
Yclench^d  overthwart  and  endlong 
With  iron  tough,  and  for  to  make  it  sti 
Every  pillar  the  temple  to  sustain 
Was  tonn^-great,  of  iron  bright  and  sh 
There  saw  I  first  the  dark  imaginin] 
Of  Felony,  and  all  the  compassing ; 
The  cruel  ire,  red  as  any  glede,*® 
The  pickpurs^,  and  eke  the  pal^  drede 

'  Estres — interior  of  a  building.    *  Wonneth— dii 
— synonjrmous  with  knotty.    *  Rumble — rumbling 
— swooning  noise.    See  no(€  behw.    •  Bent — decu^ 
burnished.     •  Vise — ^rush.     •  Sheen — shining.     * 
coal.     "  Drede — fear,  dread. 
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The  smilcT  wiih  ibc  knife  under  the  cloak; 
TIm:  %h(pen  '  burning  with  the  blacks  smoke: 
k  The  nrason  of  the  murdering  in  the  bed ; 
F   The  <W)cn  war.  with  wound^s  atl  bcblcd; 

Conlcbe'  with  bloody  knife  and  sharp  tnen.1ce :   1 145 
I    All  lull  uT chirking*  was  that  sorry  place. 
TT»c  Jaycr  of  himself  ycl  saw  1  there, 
W\i  Inand's  blood  halh  bath^  all  his  hair; 
,    TImt  tuul  ydriven  in  the  shodc*  on  height ; 

TIk  cnldf  death,  with  mouth  gaping  uprighi.       i  r5o 
Amidd^  of  ihc  icniplc  sat  Mischance, 
With  dbcnmfon  and  sorry  countenance; 
"Vet  sa«r  I  Woodncis'  laughing  in  his  rage, 
AiWd  Comphunt,  Outhcis,"  and  fierce  Outrage; 
Tliccanain'  in  the  bush,  with  throat  yearven,     1155 
■A  thousand  slain,  and  not  of  qualm  ystarvcn  ;* 
The  tyrant,  with  the  ptey  by  force  yreft;' 
ThcKi"»i  dcstrovtfd,—  ihcrc  was  nothing  left: 
Yet  saw  I  buml  iKc  shippifs  happ£sleres,'° 
The  kuiU  "  ystrjngled  with  the  wildd  t>eats ;       1 160 
The  sow  frctiing"  the  child  right  in  the  cradle, 
The  code  yscallf  d  for  all  his  lung  ladle ; 

Mablc      '(juiteke— slriCc,   cont«l,      >  Chi^l(i^e' 
■Shade— hair  on  the  head.    "Woe' 
'  Carraiii -oarcKsc  pulrifinl. 


I  sktfpri  kiyffi>UrB.\  II  is  noallns  to  trouble 
u  rrndlngi  and  LnlcrpreUtJons  ol  tliis  jius 
■  {nlfinl  euctly  ihc  same  Bi  10  daHit.  thu 

Die  a  fFnule,  like  trix  in  lAtin,    As  ili 

*u  eallHl  u  blester,  n  female  tirewi 

bto  «  wc**™  ■  webbesler.   so,  I  cona 

n  hafftster.     It  is 


irem  to  proper  i 


■mpli:  of  M 


I.  I.  vii.  ;— 
■aca  le  navi  Mlalriii. 

a  napQCt  Cluucci  has  improved  upon  hi- 
i(  tlu!  thips  on  fitp      It  dKiulil  be  olHcrvr 
keca  in  Hocauv'S  de&crlpilon  of  Ihii 
nStJtItBk.  I.  r\i.~Tyr. 

rf)    Thehunlsman,  (mm  the  Sas.  jtwn'ii.     ! 
d  bdow,  vrr   1710,      I  know  not  what  to  th: 

rKTious,  ordidlwnin 

..  ^ ^    .    o  riilicule  llic  minute  i 

«  dMOipiiotu  of  the  old  ronwnccn  ?    The  11 


Ut  great  Nero  and  of  Antonius : 
All  be  that  thilk^*  time  they  were  u 
Yet  was  their  death  depainted  there 
By  menacing  of  Mars,  right  by  figii. 
So  was  it  showed  in  that  portraiture 
As  is  depainted  in  the  circles  above, 
Who  shall  be  slain  or  ellds  dead  for 
Sufticeth  one  example  in  stories  old; 
1  may  not  reckon  them  all^  though  1 

The  statue  of  Mars  upon  a  cart^  s 
Armdd,  and  lokdd  grim  as  he  were  \» 
And  over  his  head  there  shinen  two  \ 
Of  starr<5s  that  been  clepdd  in  scriptt 
That  one  Puella,  that  other  Rubeus. 
This  god  of  Arm^s  was  arrayed  thus ; 
A  wolf  there  stood  before  him  at  his  i 
With  eyen  red,  and  of  a  man  he  eat  : 
With  subtle  pencil  painted  was  this  st 
In  rcdouting*  of  Mars  and  of  his  glor 

Now  to  the  temple  of  Didn  the  chas 
As  shortly  as  I  can  I  will  me  haste, 
To  tellen  you  of  the  description, 
Depainted  by  the  wallds  up  and  down 
Of  nunting  and  of  shamefast  chastity. 
There  saw  I  how  woful  Calistop^, 
When  that  Didn  aggriev<5d  was  with  h 
Was  turned  from  a  woman  to  a  bear, 
And  after  was  she  made  the  loddstar :' 
Thus  was  it  painted,  I  can  say  no  fan* 
Her  son  is  eke  a  «itr»r  '»«•  • 


1^1 
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w  how  tliat  hit  hounds  have  him  caught, 
And  frcltwi'  him,  for  that  thej-  knew  him  not.     13 
Y«  pAinicd  was  a  Utile  faithcrmorc 
How  AtsUniJ  hunted  (he  wild  boar. 
And  Mclcigcr,  ind  many  another  mo, 
For  wliich  IJiana  iwroii^i  them  care  and  woe. 
Thctr  SAW  I  many  another  wonder  slorj',  1 2 

The  which  mc  list  not  drawen  10  memdry. 
This  goddess  on  a  hart  full  high^  seat,' 
Witli  M)iaU<5  hound^s  ail  about  her  feet, 
Afld  uodemeaih  her  feet  she  had  a  moon, 
Wudng  it  was,  and  should^  wanen  soon.  i  i 

lo  Ksudy  green  her  statue  etothW  was. 
With  bow  in  hand,  and  arrows  in  a  case. 
Hct  cyen  c»sii  she  full  low  adown. 
There  Piuto  hath  his  dark^  regidn. 
\«oiDaii  travailling  was  her  bcfom,  12 

liil.  fc»*  facr  child  so  long*  was  unborn, 
-nil  plleoukly  Uicina  'gan  she  call, 
\xtA  sayM;"  Help,  for  thou  maysi  bc^  of  all." 
A'«^ could  he  tttinten  hfely  that'it  wrought. 
iVah  many  a  Borin  he  the  huds'  bought  i: 

Now  been  these  lisitfs  made,  and  Theseus 
Rial  at  bb  greats  cost  arrayed  thus 
rbe  temples,  and  the  theitrc  cvcr^dca!,' 
mten  it  was  done  him  likfid  wonder  well 
Buisiint*  1  will  of  ThesL-us  a  lite,'  13 

And  speak  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcite. 

The  day  approacheih  of  Iheir  returning, 
That  rvcrich  should  a  hundred  knightds  bring. 
The  battle  to  darrain,'  as  I  you  lold  ; 
And  ju  Athenes  their  covenant  for  to  hold,  i: 

Kaih  everich  of  ihem  brought  a  hundred  knighii-'a 
WeU  vrafd  for  the  war  at  aU^  right^s* 
And  Miserly,"  ihtTC  trowM  many  a  man 
That  never  shhen  "  that  the  world  began, 
As  for  to  speak  of  tcnighthood  of  their  hand,        i : 
As  far  a*  I  >od  hatfa  niakdd  sea  and  land, 
K'as  of  so  few  HI  noble  a  company ; 
For  every  wight  that  loved  chivalry, 
And  would  hi5  tlianktfs"  have  a  passing  name, 
Halh  prayt'd  that  he  might  be  ol^thal  game.        12 
AnrJ  w,.-ll  w  t'i  him  that  thereto  chosen  was, 
■-   -  ■ --■  '-!i  ttvmorrow  such  a  case. 

Seal— Haled.     *  For— becau 

'  Sum— Mop.  p»u 
le  Tigfaics— •!  all  poinu. 


M.  «%Muc  wiu.liave  r  l^nim  %sW^ 

Some  will'be  annod  ob  his  Iqjgft  i 
And  have  an  axe,  and  some  a  mace 
There  n'is*  no  new^  guise  that  it  n'; 
Arm^d  they  weren  as  I  have  you  tol 
Everich  after  his  opinion. 

There  mayst  thou  see  coming  witl 
Licurge  himself,  the  greatd  King  of 
Black  was  his  beard,  and  manly  was 
The  circles  of  his  eyen  in  his  head 
They  gloweden  betwixen  yellow  and 
And  like  a  griffon  looked  he  about, 
With  combed  hair^s  on  his  browds  st 
His  limbos  great,  his  brawnds  hard  a; 
His  shoulders  broad,  his  armds  round 
And  as  the  guisd  was  in  his  countr^, 
Full  high  upon  a  car  of  gold  stood,  he, 
With  fourd  whitd  builds  in  the  trace. 
Instead  of  coat  armodr  on  his  harness 
With  nailds  yellow,  and  bright  as  any 
He  had  a  beard's  skin,  cole-black  for  * 
His  longd  hair  was  comb'd  behind  his 
As  any  raven's  feather  it  shone  for  bh 
A  wreath  of  gold  arm-great,'  of  hugd 
Upon  his  head  sate  full  of  stonds  brig 
Of  fine  rubids  and  of  diamonds. 
About  his  ciar  there  wenten  white  alai 

^  • 

*  Their  thankes — th^r  good  will.     •  Lusty — d 
'  Habogeon  —  diminutive  of   haii>v--*'  • 
*  Gipon — ^shor*  /w—    • 
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"Twcntf  and  more,  as  great  as  any  steer. 

To  hnnlen  at  Ihc  lion  or  ihc  deer. 

And  foBoweii  him,  with  muizle  fast  ybound, 

OoUaf'd  with  gold,  .-ind  lometles  '  lil^d  round. 

A  hundred  Icrd^  had  he  in  his  nmt"  1295 

ArmM  full  well,  with  hcartt^s  stern  and  stout. 

With  Arcita,  in  smrica  as  men  lind, 
The  freai  Emctrius  the  King  of  Ind, 
Vpon  a  stccd^  bay,  trapped  in  steel, 
CJovvrcd  with  cloth  of^old  didpred  wcle,  1300 

fTamc  rtding  like  the  god  of  Arm^,  Mara  ; 
Hit  coat  armoilr  was  of  a  cloth  of  Tars,* 
Couched  '  with  pcarWs  while,  and  round,  and  gte.11  ; 
His  saddle  was  (if  burnt  gold  new  ybcat  ; ' 
A  inant^let  upon  his  shoulders  hanging  1 305 

Brct-ful '  of  rubies  red,  as  fire  sparkling  ; 
His  crisps  hair  like  ring^  was  yrun, 
And  that  was  yellow,  and  glittered  as  the  sun  ; 
His  nose  w;ts  high,  his  eyen  bright  citrine. 
Hi*  Itf^s  round,  his  colour  was  sanguine,  1 3 10 

A  fcKtf  fiaeknfs  '■  in  his  iaxx  ysprent,' 
Bciwixcn  yellow  and  black  somdeal  yment,* 
And  as  a  fion  he  his  ioking  cast  : 
Of  Iw-and-twenty  years  his  age  I  cast ; 
His  beard  was  well  begunncn  for  to  spring,         1315 
His  voice  was  as  a  trump^  thundering  : 
Upon  his  head  he  wear'd  of  laurel  green, 
A  garland  fresh  and  lusty  ">  for  to  seen  ; 
Upon  his  hand  he  bare  for  his  deduii'' 
An  e^e  tame,  as  any  lily  while  :  ]32cj 

A  hundred  lordds  had  he  with  him  there. 
All  annM,  save  their  heads,  in  all  their  gear. 
Full  richly  in  all^  manner  ihing^s ; 
for  (ivsieth  well  that  eari^,  dukiis,  kingfe, 

ilhcr^d  in  this  noble  company,  1325 

and  for  cncrease  of  chivalry. 

w//.    ■  Rmil— minuc    '  Tara— a  jorl  oi 
—  (rimmnl  ,    from  rmcM.   brddn).     '  Vbtat— 

, Bred.    •  Breifiil— Iminftill.    '  Fracknes— trfckles. 

'  VipM  —  wiijJtl«J.    , '  Ymeni  —  mlDglsd;      '•  Lusiy  —  plcaaant, 
•PhUk.      ■>  t3ediiii— plauurc.  uniucmeol. 


'^x:\::::"-' 


\t  rins  by  wh.ch  it 
Mr.  Wnnon  hM 


/'■'.    pf  El^.   PoH    [K  364. 

■  Lisin>l«l>c]  renncih  in  ■  nu 
U.  -  Tyr. 


Auat  yet-  men  weeilcn'  tltait  W' 
Of  none  estftte  int  taM  aatenditfll 
The  minstfalcy,  the  service  at  the  fi 

The  greats  giftds  to  the  most  and  le 
The  rich  array  of  Theseus'  paldce, 
Nor  who  sate  first  or  last  upon  the  c 
What  ladies  fairest  been  or  best  dan 
Or  which  of  them  can  carol  best  or  s 
Nor  who  most  feelingly  speakdth  of  i 
What  hawk^s  sitten  on  the  perch  ab< 
What  houndds  liggen  *  on  the  floor  a 
Of  all  this  now  make  I  no  mention. 
But  of  the  effect,  that  thinketh  me  th 
Now  cometh  the  point,  and  hearkene 

The  Sunday  night  or  day  began  to 
When  Palamon  the  lark^  heard^  sing, 
Although  it  n'ere  *  not  day  by  hour^s  \ 
Yet  sang  the  lark,  and  P^amon  right 
With  holy  heart,  and  with  a  high  coun 
He  rose,  to  wenden  '  on  his  pilgriniag< 
Unto  the  blissful  Cither^a  benign, 
I  mean^  Venus,  honourable  and  digne 
And  in  her  hour  he  walketh  forth  a  pa 
Unto  the  list^s,  there  ■  her  temple  was 
And  down  he  kneeleth,  and  with  huml 
And  hearth  sore  he  said  as  ye  shall  he 

"  Fairest  of  fair,  O  lady  mine  Venus 
Daughter  to  Jove,  and  spouse  of  Vulc 
Thou  gladder  of  the  Mount  of  Cfthero 
For  thilk^  •  love  thou  hadd«*«t  ♦/>  a  j-- 
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Mine  bnrtif  may  mine  hann^s  not  bcwTny  ; 

I  an  W  crfiUtisc  (luil  I  cannot  say  : 

but  mercy,  lady  bright  1  thai  knowest  wcic 

My  thought,  and  eccsi  nliac  harm^s  that  1  feel  : 

Coasidrr  nil  this,  and  rue'  upon  my  sore, 

Ai  wiiriy  '  as  I  shall  for  evermore 

Erofonh  *  my  might  thy  tru^  servant  be. 

And  bolden  war  olway  with  chaaity  : 

Tlul  DUke  I  mine  avow  so  ye  may  help. 

I  kccp<!  *  naught  of  arrads  for  to  yelp,"  i 

Nor  B»k  I  not  to-morrow  to  have  victiSry, 

Nor  renown  in  this  casd,  nor  vain  glory 

Of  price  of  armds,  blowen  up  anA  donn. 

But  1  would  have  fullv  possession 

4)f  £titily,  and  die  in  Iter  service  ;  i 

Find  thou  the  manner  how,  and  in  what  wise. 

I  rcekt^  not  but  it  may  belter  be 

To  \\xtK  vicidry'  of  them  or  they  of  me, 

So  tlul  1  have  my  lady  in  mine  anta,  \ 

For  though  so  be  th.-ii  Mars  is  god  of  Arms, 

Vnur  virtue  is  so  great  in  heaven  above. 

Thai  if  you  list  I  shall  well  have  my  love. 

Tly  tonple  will  I  worship  evermo. 

And  on  liiine  altar,  where  I  ride  or  go, 

I  will  do  sacrifice,  and  iin!s  bcic.°  i 

And  if  >c  will  not  so,  my  lady  sweet ! 

Then  pray  I  you  to-morrow  with  a  spear 

Thai  Arcita  me  through  the  hearth  bear ; 

Then  rede'  I  not  when  I  have  lost  my  life 

Thou^jh  thai  Arciia  win  her  to  his  wife.  i 

Thii  IS  the  effect  and  end  of  my  prayire, 

Civc  me  mv  love  thou  bli*sful  lady  dear  ! '' 

When  ih  orison  was  done  of  Palamon 
His  lacrifice  he  did,  and  that  anon. 
FaD  piteously,*  with  all<f  circumstances,  i 

All '  lell  I  not  as  now  his  obscrvilnccs. 
But  at  the  lasi  the  siaiue  of  Venus  shool:, 
And  made  a  signi*  whereby  that  he  took 
That  his  ptayf  r  accepted  was  that  day  ; 


And  with  glad  heart  he  went  him  home  full  si 

The  third  hour  inequal  that  Palamon 
Bcf  aa  10  Venus'  temple  for  to  gone. 


-  UJE*  pitv.      *  Witfl)-—  Ifuly.     '  Emfonh—  ftm  \ 

'  Volp— boott.      '  Boe— prcpair.      'Reck— i 

lorlUHly.    *  All— ittlhough. 


.^w««/  wasQ'a  Willi  water  jbfav 

Bat  how  she  did  her  iHie  I.dm  u 
But  it  be  any  thing  in  general, 

And  yet  it  were  a  game  to  hearen 
To  him  that  meaneth  well  it  n'ere* 
But  it  is  good  a  man  to  be  at  large 
Her  bright  hair  combed  was,  untre 
A  coroun  of  a  green  04k  ceriaP 
Upon  her  head  was  set  full  fair  and 
Two  fir^s  on  the  altar  'gan  she  bete 
And  did  her  thing^s  as  men  may  b( 
In  Stace'  of  Thebes,  and  these  bool 

When  kindled  was  the  fire,  with  1 
Unto  Diane  she  spake  as  ye  may  he 

"  O  chastd  goddess  of  the  wo<>d<5s 
To  whom  both  heaven,  and  earth,  ai 
Queen  of  the  reign  of  Pluto  dark  anc 
Goddess  of  maidens,  that  mine  hean 
Full  many  a  year,  and  wo*st*  what  I 
As  keep  me  from  thy  vengeance  and 
That  Acteon  abought^'  cruelly  ! 
Chast^  goddess  !  well  wottest  thou  tl 
Desire  to  be  a  maiden  all  my  life, 
Ne  never  will  I  be  no  love  nor  wife : 
I  am  (thou  wo'st)  *  yet  of  thy  compai 
A  maid,  and  love  hunting  and  vener] 
And  for  to  walken  in  the  wood^s  wiU 
And  not  to  be  a  wife  and  be  with  chi 
Naught  will  I  knowen  company  of  m 
Now  help  me,  Lady,  since  ve  mav  »» 
For  tVi*^*^"  *' — 
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okM  love  and  peace  betwixt  them  two. 
Am)  (ram  me  mm  away  their  hearths  so, 
Tliai  all  ihcir  hold  love  and  their  desire, 
And  All  ihcir  busy  tonnent  and  llicir  lire 
Be  queint '  or  luriKkl  in  another  place. 
And  if  so  be  thou  wilt  not  do  me  grace.' 
Or  if  my  destiny  be  shapen  so 
Thai  1  shall  ncedis  havr  one  of  them  two, 
M  tend  me  him  that  most  desireth  me. 
"  BcboW,  goddess  of  clean  Chastity  \ 
Th*  bitter  tears  that  on  my  checks  fall : 
Since  ihou  art  maid,  and  keeper  of  us  all. 
My  maidenhood  thou  keep  and  well  conseive, 
And  while  I  Uve  a  maid  I  will  thee  serve." 

The  firrfs  bum  upon  the  allar  clear 
WTiile  Emily  was  thus  in  her  praytfre, 
Bui  suddenly  she  saw  a  sighte  quaint ;' 
Fut  right  anon  one  of  the  fir^s  queint ' 
And  quick'd'  again,  and  after  that  anon 
Thai  other  fire  was  queint  and  all  agone, 
And  as  11  queint  it  m»de  a  whistleing 
Ai  do  ihe  brandies  wet  in  ihcir  burning ; 

I  at  the  brand^s'  end  outran  anon 

It  were  bloody  drnpptfs  many  one  ; 
For  which  so  sore  aghast  was  Emily, 
Th«l  ^ic  was  well  nigh  mad,  and  'gan  to  cry, 
For  she  nc  wisii  what  it  signilied. 
But  only  for  the  fearrf  thus  she  cried 
And  wept,  that  it  was  pity  for  to  hear. 
And  uierewiihal  Diana  'gan  appear 
Will  bow  in  hand,  right  as  a  huntdress, 
And  said^,  "  Daughter,  stint'  thine  heaviness. 
Among  the  goddfo  high  it  is  affirmed. 
And  by'  ctcm  word  written  and  confirmed. 
Thou  shall  be  wedded  unto  one  of  tho' 
That  have  for  thee  so  muchel  care  and  wo. 
But  unto  which  of  them  I  may-  not  tell. 
Farewell,  for  here  I  may  no  longer  dwell ; 
The  fir&  which  that  on  mine  altar  brenne 
Shall  thee  dcclaren  e'er  that  thou  go  henne* 
Thine  ivcnture  of  love  as  in  this  case." 

Afld  with  tliai  word  the  arrows  in  the  case 

Qofial  —  ijucncbnJ.      •  Gnrt  —  tavout,      '  Qmiinl  —  s 
WdBid— fVTivnl.     '  sum— jwy.     *  Tho— (hose      '  Mn: 

.  10^.  Slullllut  JtiUm.]  This  Is  Improper, 
*d;  ttlarti  llir  event  o(  the  comhai  [n  i1 
■abn.  Ihc  >ppeiinuiCF  o(  Dimui  t>  prior  \a  ihe 


:  original,  is 
men,  -Tjrr. 


With  an  the  titiH  of  bit  WfBK^  in 
With  fHteous^  h^art  and  nii^  dev 

Right  thus  to  Mars  he  said  his  or 

"  O  strong^  god,  that  in  the  reg 

Of  Thrace  hondur^d  art,  and  lord 

And  hast  in  every  rcgne  and  ever) 

Of  armds  all  the  bridle  in  thine  ha 

And  them  fortun^st  as  thee  list  de^ 

Accept  of  me  my  piteous  sacrifice 

If  so  be  that  my  youths  may  deser 

And' that  my  might'  be  worthy  for 

Thy  godhead,  that  I  may  be  one  ol 

Then  pray  1  thee  to  rue  uj>on  my  p 

For  thilk^  pain  and  thilk^  »<>  hotd  hj 

In  which  thou  whilom  brendest"  ft 
*  *  *  i 

For  thilk^  sorrow  that  was  then  in  t 
Have  ruth  as  well  upon  my  painds' 
*^  I  am  young^  and  unconning  ^'  a 
And,  as  I  trow,  with  love  offended  n 
That  ever  was  any  livds  credture  ; " 
For  she  that  doth"  me  all  this  woe 
Ne  recketh  never  whether  I  sink  or 
And  well  I  wot,  or"  she  me  mercy  1 
I  must  with  strength^  win  her  in  die 
And  well  I  wot  withouten  help  or  gr 
Of  thee  ne  may  my  strength^  not  a\ 
Then  help  me,  Lord,  to-morw*  in  my 
For  thilke  fire  that  whilom  bum^  tl 
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Ajtd  An,  thai  ]  to-morraw  may  have  victi^ry: 

Hbe  be  llie  travel  and  thin*  be  the  glory. 

Tlijr  M>vcn^iKn  temple  will  I  mast  honodren 

Of  uijr  place,  and  alvay  most  labouren 

In  thy  plcsincc  and  in  thy  crafi<<s'  strong;         154; 

Aad  in  ihy  temple'  I  will  my  banner  hong, 

Aad  all  the  artnds  of  my  company, 

And  evennure  until  the  day  I  die 

Eicm^  fire  I  will  befure  thee  find  ; 

Anil  ckc  10  thi»  avow  1  will  me  bind.  i;;a 

Mf  beard,  my  h.tir  thnt  hanj^eth  long  adown, 

Thu  l»evcr  yet  felt  none  ofTcnsidn 

Of  raior  ne  of  sheers  I  will  thee  give. 

And  be  ihv  tru^  servant  while  I  live. 

Now,  Lord,  have  ruth  upon  my  sorrows  sore  ;     1 55; 

Give  me  the  victory' ;  1  ax€  thee  no  more." 

The  prayer  stint  of  Arcila  the  strong, 
TBc  fingi<s  on  ilie  temple  door  thai  hong, 
And  rice  the  door^,  clattereden  full  fast. 
Of  which  Arcita  somewhat  him  aghast  ij6o 

The  firis  burnt  upon  ih:  altar  bright 
That  it  'Ban  all  the  temple  for  to  Ughl  ; 
A  sirtwte  smell  anon  the  ground  up  yaf,' 
And  Arciia  ;inon  his  hand  up  haf^' 
And  more  iiK^n&c  into  the  htc  he  cast.  1 56; 

With  other  ritifs  more  ;  and  at  the  last, 
The  sUlue  of  Mars  began  his  hauberk  ring. 
And  with  that  sound  he  be.-trd  a  murmuring 
Full  low  and  dim,  that  said(  thus,  "  Viclciry  ;  " 
For  <duch  he  gave  to  Mars  bondur  and  glory.      1 570 
And  thui  with  joy  and  hopd  well  to  fare, 
Arriic  anon  unio  bis  inn  is  fare* 
A*  fain  as  fowl  is  of  the  bright^  sun. 

Great  was  the  feast  in  Athens  thilkd  day, 
And  eke  the  lusty'  season  of  that  May  157; 

Made  every  oight  to  be  in  such  pleaslncc 
That  all  ih.il  Monday  jousten'  they  and  dance, 
Aord  spcndcn  ii  m  Venus'  high  servfcc  ; 
But  by  the  caii»i!  (hat  they  anouldcn  rise 


A&d  an  ibc  morrow  when  the  day  'gan  spring, 
Of  horse  and  harness  noise  and  clatlcnng 


.^•HMMMK  uic  speusi  iind  huliiidt  In 
Gnidiog*  o£  jb»^  wi^Umi* 
Th^nC'&s  need  is  dicy  wereu  nodii 

The  foamy  steed^s  on  the  golden 
Gnawing,  and  fast  the  armourers  ; 
With  file  and  hammer  pricking^  tc 
Yemen  ®  on  foot,  and  commons  ma 
With  shortd  staves  thick  as  they  m 
Pipds,  trump^s,  nakerds,*®  and  clar 
That  in  the  battle  blowen  bloody  s« 
The  palace  full  of  people  up  and  d( 
Here  three,  there  ten,  holdmg  their 
Devining*'  of  these  Theban  knights 
Some  saiden  thus,  some  said  it  shal 
Some  helden  with  him  with  the  bla( 
Some  with  the  ballad,  some  with  tht 
Some  said  he  looked  grim,  and  woul 
He  hath  a  sparth"  of  twenty  pound 

Thus  was  the  hall^  full  of  devining 
Long  after  that  the  sunnd  'gan  up  sp 
The  great  Thesdus  that  of  his  sleep  i 
With  minstralcy  and  noisd  that  was 
Held  yet  the  chamber  of  his  palace  r 
Till  that  the  Theban  knight^s  both  y 
Hondurdd  were,  and  to  the  palace  fe 

Duke  Theseus  is  at  a  window  set, 
Array'd  right  as  he  were  a  god  in-thr 
The  people  presseth  thitherward  full 
Him  for  to  see  and  do  high  reverena 
And  eke  to  hearken  his  best"  and  hi 
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A  herald  on  a  scafTotd  made  an  O, 
Ttll  thai  tht  noJs^  of  the  people  was  ydo,'  i6z 

And  arbcn  be  saw  the  people  of  noise  aU  still, 
Thu*  shewed  he  ihr  mighiy  duke's  will. 

"Tlic  lord  halh  of  hi^  high  discretion 
Considnvd  that  it  were  dcsiniciitin 
To  gcnllc  blood  to  figlilcn  in  the  ^ise'  163 

Ofduun^  battle  now  in  ihis  empnse,' 
WhercTare  to  sliapen  that  they  ^hall  not  die 
He  will  his  ^\%\i  puqMsc  modify. 

"  No  TDJin,  thcrcfdrc,  up  pain  of  loss  of  life, 
No  Bunner  shot '  nc  pollax  nor  short  knife  163 

Into  the  lisii5s  send  or  thither  bring, 
Ke  thon  sword  for  iq  slick  with  point  biting 
No  nun  ne  draw  ne  bear  it  by  his  side  ; 
Ne  no  tnaii  shall  unto  his  fellow  ride 
But  one  course  with  a  sharp  ygrounden  spear ;    164 
Foin'  if  him  list  on  font,  himself  to  were  r" 
And  be  thai  is  at  mischief  shall  be  take,' 
And  not  slain,  but  be  brought  unto  the  stake 
That  shall  be  ordain 'd  on  either  side ; 
Tfailhcr  he  shall  by  force,  and  there  abide  :  164 

And  if  so  fall  tlic  chieffiain  be  take  ' 
On  dtbCT  side,  or  cU^s  stay'th  bis  make,' 
No  longer  >h^l  the  tourneying  ylasi. 
Cod  tpccd^  you  ;  gn  forth  and  lay  on  fast  : 
With  \wg  sword  and  with  mac^  fight  your  fill.    165 
Co  nnw  yntir  way  ;  this  is  the  lordtfs  will." 

Tlic  voice  of  the  people  touched  to  the  heaven, 
So  bwl^  criedvn  they  with  merry  sieven,* 
'Codsavi^  such  a  lord  that  is  so  good. 
He  willrth  no  dcstructidn  of  blood."  165 

Up  gone  ihc  irump^s  and  the  melody, 
And  10  ilic  lisifs  rit''  the  company 
By  ordinance,  throughout  the  citj'  large, 
HutgM  with  cloth  of  gold  and  not  with  sel^e, 
Fall  like  a  lord  this  noble  duke  'gan  ride,  i6( 

And  these  two  Thcbans  upon  either  side, 


■Vila— Uooe.   I 


H  —  maniifT.  ^hion, 
arrow ;  any  mitsile, 
•  T«ke  —  labjen.      • 
•  RII-cidMh. 


Make  -  fEllaw! 


itef  ■"  O.y  II  may  be  doubted  whether  this  he  an  abtse- 
BirfiTn.  orWhrtlwr  Iht  Inlniection  lis  were  uwd  lo  rornnwnd 
■lion  <4  BOUe  U  well  u  of  fighting,  &c.  Fiit  the  lallcr  iu« 
•  *«■.  «7<7.  ■nil  WWiBfi-  p.  195:— "The  Duke  or  Norfolke 
M  hdlb!  Kl  lomrcl  when  the  Itiag  cast  downc  liti  wnrder,  and 
■■[•cried.  Hs.kor—Tyt- 


And  wettwaid  UiRMirii  tiie  flttite  V 
Ardt^  ^uid  doe  the  mmdrea  of  Ilk 

With  banner  red,  is  entered  right  a 
And  in  the  selv^*  moment  Palamo 
Is,  under  Venus,  eastward  in  the  p 
With  banner  white,  and  hardy  che^ 
In  all  the  world  to  seeken  up  and  c 
So  even  without  variatidn 
There  n'ere®  such  companies  never 
For  there  was  none  so  wise  that  co 
That  any  had  of  other  cl vantage 
Of  worthiness,  ne  of  estate  ne  age, 
So  even  were  they  chosen  for  to  gui 
And  in  two  ranges  fair^  they  them  < 
When  that  their  nam^s  read  were  e 
That  in  their  number  guil^  •  were  th 
Then  were  the  gat^s  shut,  and  cried 
Do  now  your  d?voir,*  youngd  knight 
The  heralds  left  their  pricking  ^<*  up 
Now  ring^n  trump^s  loud  and  clario' 
There  is  no  more  to  say,  but  east  ant 
In  gone  the  spear^s  sadly  in  the  rest 
In  go'th  the  snarp^  spur  into  the  sid 
There  see  men  who  can  joust  and  wl 
There  shiveren  shaft^s  upon  shield^: 
He  feeleth  through  the  hearth-spoon 

'  N'as — ^was  not.    "  Prime — first  quarter  of 
Mars.     *  Selve — self-same.     *  Cheer —  look. 
'  Tway — two.     ®  Guile — unfairness.     •  D«?voir- 
— ridinir       11  " — ' 
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Cp  springon  spcor^  twenty  foot  on  height ; 
Odi  gone  the  sworcl<!s  as  the  silver  bright  : 
Thchdm^s  (lie  y  10- he  wen  and  lo-5hrrf  ;  1700 

Oui  burst  the  bloud  with  sterntf  stream^s  fed  : 
lA'iUi  miijhly  nnaces  the  bon^s  they  lo-bresl ;' 
He  ihrougli  the  thickest  ol  the  throng  'gan  threst : 
Their  siumblcn  stcedds  strong,  and  down  gg'ih  all ; 
He  rollctfa  under  fooc  as  doth  a  ball  :  1705 

He  l<Nncth'  00  bis  foe  with  trunchedn, 
Anii  be  hint  hunlcth*  with  his  horse  adown  : 
He  through  tlic  body'  is  hurt,  and  siih  ytake* 
Uaugre' Dis  head,  and  brought  unto  the  stake, 
hs  foreword'  was,  right  there  he  must  abide  ;      1710 
Another  led  is  on  that  other  side  : 
And  sflmcrime  doth'  them  Tbeseus  to  rest, 
Them  to  refresh  and  drinken  if  ihcm  IcsL' 
Full  oft  a  day  have  ihilk^  Thebans  two 

Together  met  and  wrought  each  other  woe  ;         1715 

Unhur»^  halii  each  other  of  them  tway. 

TTiere  n'as  net  tiger  in  the  vale  of  Galaphay. 

When  ihM  her  whelp  is  stole  when  it  is  lite,* 

So  cruel  on  the  bunt,  as  is  Arcite 

For  jealous  heart  upon  this  Patamon  ;  1720 

Ne  in  Bclmiric  there  n'is'"  so  fell  h6n 

Thai  hunted  is,  or  for  his  hunger  wood" 

Ne  of  his  prey  dcsircth  so  the  blood, 

At  PaLimon  to  slay  his  foe  Arcite  : 

The  jealous  sirokds  on  their  helmds  bite  ;  1725 

Qui  runneth  blood  on  both  their  sid^s  rede." 
Sametinnc  nn  end  there  is  of  every  deed  ; 

For  ere  the  sun  unto  the  resti  went 

The  strong^  Kiog  Emetrius  'gan  hent" 

Tlui  Palamun.  as  lie  fought  with  Arcite,  1730 

And  Budc  his  sword  deep  Jn  his  flesh  to  bite  ; 


Th  t^ma.  tnmKun  tptm  to  I*  ■  pnrliclple,  lignirying  Ihruti. 

*«*«•.  puiii,  fti->ni  itif  iLil.  <l'ii,i<'t.—  Tyr. 

T  ijtj    !\  This  word  li  variously  writ  ten, 

'•ix^-i-,.  r ,  I.  urnsatoinri  uallcil  Golnpha in 

l*nmjf.  ^  ;  Milim.  (O/Air.  (JflHT. /*"'.».  ii. 

f  >>■..!  •'-  '  I'  namcto  the  vkIf  neremeanl, 

VujV./»j,-,  ■  .woav^.  ^.  Probst.  — Tyt. 
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And  by  the  force  of  twenty  is  he  take' 

Unyielden,  and  ydrawen  to  the  stake  : 

And  in  the  rescue  of  this  Palamon 

The  strong^  King  Licurge  is  borne  adown  ;         i 

And  King  Emetrius,  for  all  his  strength, 

Is  borne  out  of  his  saddle'  a  sword6s  length, 

So  hit  him  Palamon  e'er  he  were  take  :' 

But  all  for  naught,  he  was  brought  to  the  stake  : 

His  hardy  hearth  might  him  helpen  naught ; 

He  must  abiden  when  that  he  was  caught 

By  force,  and  eke  by  compositi6n. 

Who  sorroweth  now  but  woful  Palamon, 
That  must6  no  more  go  again  to  fight  ? 
And  when  that  Theseus  had  seen  that  sight         i 
Unto  the  folk  that  foughten  thus  each  one 
He  cri^d,  "  Ho  !  no  more,  for  it  is  done, 
I  will  be  tru^  judge  and  not  part/, 
Arcite'  of  Thebes  shall  have  Emily, 
That  by  his  fortune  hath  her  fair  ywon." 

Anon  there  is  a  noise  of  people  begun 
For  joy  of  this,  so  loud  and  high  withal, 
It  seemdd  that  the  list^s  shoulden  fall. 

What  can  now  fair^  Venus  do  above  ? 
What  saith  she  now  ?  what  doth  this  queen  of  L 
But  weepeth  so,  for  wanting  of  her  will. 
Till  that  her  ter^s  in  the  list^s  fell  : 
She  said,  "  I  am  ashamed  doubt^less." 

Satumus  saidd,  "  Daughter,  hold  thy  peace  : 
Mars  hath  his  will,  his  knight  hath  all  his  boon, 
And  by  mine  head  thou  shalt  be  eas^  soon." 

The  trompours  with  the  loud^  minstralcy. 
The  heralds,  that  so  loud^  yell  and  cry. 
Been  in  their  joy  for  wele  of  Dan  Arcite. 
But  hearkeneth  me,  and  stinteth'  noise  a  lite. 
Which '  a  mirdcle  there  befell  anon. 

This  fierce  Arcite'  hath  off  his  helm  ydone, 
And  on  a  courser  for  to  show  his  face 
He  pricketh  end^long*  the  larg^  place. 
Looking  upwcLrd  upon  this  Emily, 
And  she  again  him  cast  a  friendly  eye, 

'  Take— taken.  *  Stinteth,  old  imperative — stint,  cease.  '  V 
— ^what.  See  note  below.  *  Pricketh  endelong — ridelh  frora 
end  to  the  other. 


V.  1766.  Which  a  miracle.]  It  is  scarce  necessary  to  obserw 
which,  in  our  ancient  language,  was  often  used  for  who  and  \ 
It  is  used  for  what  here,  and  on  various  other  occasions. — Tyt 
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*  women,  as  to  spentcen  in  commune. 
■Tfacf  foUow  all  the  fnvour  of  Fortune) 
And  wu  all  his  in  cheer'  as  his  in  hean. 
Out  at  the  ground  a  Fury"  infernal  slan, 
Krota  I'lolo  Hnl.  at  i^uest  of  Salum, 
Fur  «hich  hi»  horse  for  fear  began  to  turn, 
And  iMp'il  aside,  and  foundred  as  he  leap  ;' 
And  crc  thai  Arciie  may  lak^  any  kc^p* 
lie  pi^t*  him  on  the  pummuP  of  hjs  head, 
than  in  the  place  be  lay  as  he  were  dcnd. 
His  breast  to-burslcn  with  his  saddle  bow  : 
Ai  bLkck  he  by  as  any  coal  or  crow. 
So  was  the  blood  yrunncn  in  his  face. 

Anaii  he  was  ybnme  out  of  the  place, 
Whh  hcATi^  sore,  to  Tlicscus'  paldcc  : 
Then  was  he  carven*  out  of  his  hamfss, 
And  in  a  bed  ybroughl  full  fair  and  blive,' 
?<x  he  w»5  yet  in  memory  and  live. 
As  atwiys  crying  after  Emily. 
Duke  Theseus  with  all  his  company 
It  coincn  home  to  Athens  his  city 
Wilh  alM  bliss  and  great  solemnity, 
Al-be-it  that  this  iveniure  was  fall 
He  n'oidd"  not  discomforien  them  all. 
Mca  saidcn  eke  that  Arcitc  shall  not  die, 
He  AhAll  be  hcali<d  of  his  malady. 
And  of  another  thing  they  were  as  fain,* 
ThW  of  Ihcm  sUlrf  WHS  there  none  yslain, 
AH**  were  they  sore  yhurt,  and  namely  one. 
That  with  a  spear  was  thirIM"  his  breast  bone. 
To  otb«  wDund^s  and  to  broken  arms 
Some  haddcn  salves  and  some  hadden  charms: 
And  i^iaimacict  oflierb^.and  eke  save" 
They  drankcn.  for  they  would  their  hv^s  have : 
For  wbich  this  noble  duke,  as  he  well  can, 
Comfdrteth  and  honiiureth  every  man. 
And  majM  revel  all  the  \ongi  night 
UnJo  the  Strang^  lordtfs,  as  was  right. 
Ne  theie  n'as  holdcn  no  discomforting 
B«t  a>  at  joustf »  or  a  tourneying  ; 
Fof  toibly"  there  n'as"  no  discomfiiure  ; 
Fw  UltRg  n^s  not  but  an  ilvcnturc  : 


'(lllM 


\  l»>h4V 


our.  '  I-tap— (tot)  leaped.  *  Keqi 
immel  (Fr./oiH*/)— lopof  ihebcod. 
■I— ioltly  ajul  quickly.  •  N'olde— 
li  -Allliaufh.     "  Thirled— l^ercal. 


auB  gree'  w  well  of  one  iidt  mo 
And  either  side^  ylike^  as  odierti  I 
And  gmve  them  gift^  after  their  d 

And  held  a  feasts  fuUy  dayds  thre 
And  cdnvey^d  the  king^s  worthily 
Out  of  his  town  a  journey  largely ; 
And  home  went  every  man  the  rigl 
There  n'as®  no  more  but,  **  Farewel. 
Of  this  batcLillc  I  will  no  more  indit 
But  speak  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcit< 
Swelleth  the  breast  of  Arcite,  and 
Encreaseth  at  his  hearth  more  and 
The  clottered  blood  for  any  lech^-ci 
Comipteth,  and  is  in  his  bouke'"  yl 
That  neither  vein^-blood  ne  ventous 
Ne  drink  of  herb^s  may  be  his  helpi 
The  virtue  expulsive  or  animal. 
From  thilkd  virtue  clep^d  *'  natural, 
Ne  may  the  venom  voiden  ne  expell 
The  pip^s  of  his  lungi^s  'gan  to  swell, 
And  every  lacert"  in  his  breast  adov 
Is  shent"  with  venom  and  corrupti6i 
He  gaineth  neither,^*  for  to  get  his  lii 
Vomit  upwclrd  ne  downward  laxative 
All  is  to-bursten  thilk^  regidn ; 
Nature  hath  now  no  domination  : 
And  certainly  where  nature  will  not  i 
Farewell  physfc ;  go  bear  the  man  U 

*  Take — taken.      'Aretted  —  imputed  to  hii 
breeding,  unworthv  a  rr«— »-- 


I 
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This  is  ail  and  some,  that  Areite  must^  die ; 
For  which  he  smdcth  after  Emily, 
AikI  I'aUmoR.  thai  wna  hia  cousin  dear; 
Tlien  said  he  thus,  as  ye  shall  after  hear.  i : 

"  Naught  may  the  woful  spirit  in  mine  heart 
Declare  one  point  of  all  my  sorrows"  smart 
To  )-oa  my  lady,  thai  I  lovd  most, 
Bui  I  bcaucath  the  service  of  my  ghost 
Tft  jou  afcov^n  every  ctedture,  i! 

Since  that  my  life  ne  m»y  no  longer  dur& 

"Alas  the  woe!  atas  the  paints  strong. 
That  I  for  you  have  suffcreil.  and  so  long  ! 
Aba  the  death  !  alas  mine  Emily  ! 
Alas  departing  of  our  eompany  '.  i! 

Alas  mine  hcarti!'s  queen  \  alas  my  wife  ! 
Mine  hcanfs  lady,  cnder  of  my  life  I 
What  is  this  world? — what  asken  men  to  have? 
N«w  with  his  love,  now  in  his  coidd  grave — 
Alone, — withouten  any  company.  i! 

ranwdl  my  sweet, — Farewell  mine  Emily  ! 
And  soM  take  me  in  your  arm^s  iway 
For  love  of  God,  and  hcarkenelh  what  I  say. 

"  I  h«vc  here  with  my  cousin  Palamon 
Had  strife  and  rancour  many  a  day  agone  i! 

For  love  of  you,  and  for  my  jealousy ; 
And  Jupiter  so  wis'  my  soutd  gie," 
To  speaken  of  a  5c^^■ant  properly, 
Wtih  alW  circumstances  tniCly, 
That  is  to  say.  truth,  honour,  and  knighthead,    il 
Wiidom,  humbless,  estate,  and  high  kindred, 
Froedom,  and  all  that  longeih  to  that  art. 
So  Jupiter  haie  of  my  souM  part. 
At  in  this  world  right  now  nc  know  I  none 
So  worthy  tn  be  lov'd  as  Palamon,  i! 

That  ierveth  you.  and  will  Oo  all  his  life; 
Aad  if  tliat  ever  ye  shall  be  a  wife 
Fotget  not  Palamon.  the  gentle  man." 

And  with  that  word  his  speech^  fail  began  ; 
For  fwxm  his  feel  np  to  his  breast  was  come        i! 
The  cold  of  death  that  had  him  ovcmomc;  • 
And  TCI  morcnver  in  his  armfs  two 
The  Tttal  strength  is  lost  and  all  ago  ;• 
OoJy  the  inttllea.  withouten  more, 
That  dwcUW  in  his  heart*  sick  and  sore.  !■ 

6itllcn  when  the  heart*  fclti!  deaih; 
MM  his  cyen  two,  and  fail'd  his  breath  : 
'  Gtv—guidi-. 


otinerd  £inUy,  aiklliofiili^nb 
And  Thesetmhis  sister  took  um 
Swoomng,  and  bare  her  from  the  co 

What  helpeth  it  to  tarrien  forth  the  ( 
To  tellen  how  she  wept  both  ev'n  an< 
For  in  such  casd  women  have  such  s 
When  that  their  husbands  been  from 
That  for  the  mor^  part  they  sorrowinj 
Or  elMs  fallen  in  such  malady, 
That  att^  last^  certainly  they  die. 
Inffnite  were  the  sorrows  and  the  tear 
Of  oldd  folk  and  folk  of  tender  years 
In  all  the  town,  for  death  of  this  Theb 
For  him  there  weepeth  both^  child  an< 
So  great  a  weeping  was  there  none  cer 
When  Hector  was  ybrought  all  fresh  y 
To  Troy  :  alas  !  the  pity  that  was  then 
Cratching  of  cheekds,  rending  eke  of  h« 
"  Why  wouldest  thou  be  dead  ? "  these  i 
"And  haddcst  gold  enough  and  Emily. 

No  man  might  gladden  this  Duke  Tl 
Saving  his  old^  father  Egeus, 
That  knew  this  world^s  transmutation^ 
As  he  had  seen  it  changen  up  and  dowi 
Joy  after  woe,  and  woe  after  gladness, 
And  show^  him  example  and  likeness. 

"  Right  as  there  d\6a  never  man  (que 
That  he  ne  liv'd  in  earth  in  some  degre 
Right  so  there  liv^  never  man  (he  saic 
In  all  this  world  that  somi^ti"^"  ' 
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Duke  Tfaescus  with  nil  his  busy  cure 
He  castctb  now  where  ihai  the  sepulture 
Of  Mod  Arcite  may  best  yraak^d  be. 
Ana  eke  most  bonaurable  in  his  degi ec ; 
And  at  the  last  he  took  conclusiiin 
That  (here  a%  first  Arcite*  and  Pakmon 
Hodden  for  love  the  battle  them  between, 
Thai  in  thai  sclvrf'  grnvtf,  sotc'  and  green. 
TlwTc  OS  he  hod  his  amorous  desires, 
Ha  complaint,  and  for  love  his  hoi^  fires. 
He  would^  make  a  fire,  in  which  ih'  office 
Of  funeral  be  might  nil  iccomphsi' ; 
And  Id  anon  command  to  hfick  utid  hew 
The  nakds  old,  and  lay  them  on  a  rcw 
Id  culpons,*  well  arrayM  for  to  brcnne.* 
Hi*  uSccrs  with  swifltf  (cct  they  renne 
And  ride  annn  at  his  command^mcnL 
And  after  this.  Theseus  hath  yscni 
Afirr  A  biiT.  -ind  Jt  all  overspread 
With  cluth  ul'^-uld  the  richest  that  he  had. 
And  of  ihc  samrf  suit  he  dad  Arcite, 
Upon  his  hand<5s  were  his  gloves  white, 
Etc  on  his  licjd  a  crown  of  laurel  green. 
Add  ia  his  hand  a  sword  full  bright  and  keen. 
He  bid  him  bare  tlic  visage  on  the  bier. 
Therewith  he  wept  tlial  pily  was  lo  hear  ; 
And,  for  tlic  people  should^  see  him  all, 
When  it  was  dny  he  brought  him  to  the  hall, 
Th«  nwrcth  of  the  citing  and  the  soun. 

Then  came  this  woful  Theban,  Palamon, 
With  floatery '  beard  and  niggy  ashy  hiiirs. 
In  cloUi^  black,  ydropped  all  with  tears, 
And  (passing  over  of  weeping  Emily) 
The  mefuUeit  of  all  the  company. 

And  in  ns  much  as  the  servfce  should  be 
The  mor<!  noble'  and  rich  in  his  degree, 
Duke  Theseus  let  forth  three  steedds  bring. 
That  trapped  were  in  steel  all  glittering. 
And  covered  with  the  arms  of  Dan  Arcilc ; 
And  eke  upon  these  siccd^s  great  and  while 
Tltefe  saiten  folk,  of  which  one  bare  his  shield. 
AnotlMv  his  s;>ear  up  in  his  bandjs  held  : 
The  thirds  bare  with  him  his  bow  Turk^is. 
Of  burnt  gold  was  the  case  and  the  harness: 
And  ridden  forth  a  pace  with  sorrowful  cheer 
Tovird  the  grove,  as  ye  shall  after  hear. 

Miv-aunc.      "Sote— iworl.      •  Culpons  — lues.      •  Brei 
*  IVwcn'— fieatinB. 


And  after  that  came  wond  Einil^ 

With  fire  hi  hand,  as  was  that  tim< 
To  do  the'  oflfTce  of  funeral  servfce. 

High  labour  and  full  great  appai 
Was  at  the  service  of  that  fire  niak 
That  with  his  greend  top  the  heave 
And  twenty  fathom  of  breadth  the  ; 
This  is  to  sain,  the  boughds  were  sc 
Of  straw  first  there  was  lay^d  many 

But  how  the  fire  was  makdd  up  oi 
And  eke  the  namds  how  the  treds  hi 
As  oak,  fir,  birch,  aspe,  alder,  holm. 
Willow,  elm,  plane,  ash,  box,  chestei 
Maple,  thorn,  beech,  hasel,  yew,  whi 
How  they  were  fell'd,  shall  not  be  tol 
Ne  how  the  goddds  rannen  up  and  d 
Disherited  of  their  habitation. 
In  which  they  wonndden  in  rest  and 
Nymphds,  Faunas,  and  Hamadriad6 
Ne  how  the  beastds  and  the  birdds  al 
Fledden  for  feard  when  the  wood  'gar 
Ne  how  the  ground  aghast  was  of  the 
That  was  not  wont  to  see  the  sunnd  1 
Ne  how  the  fire  was  couched*  first  w 
And  then  with  dn6  stickds  cloven  a-t 
And  then  with  greend  wood  and  spic 
And  then  with  cloth  of  gold  and  with 
And  garlands  hanging  with  full  man) 
The  myrrh,  th*  encdn«s*»  ^'^ — *' 


XT-.   1 


THE  KNIGHT'S  TALE. 


141 


e  how  ifaat  Emily,  as  was  tlie  guise, 
'n  ibe  fire  of  funernl  service; 
low  she  BwoonM  when  she  made  the  fire, 
•hat  she  spike,  ne  wliai  wns  her  desire  ;       203; 
It  jcw^ll^  men  lb  the  fir^  cast, 
*  *  (he  fire  was  great  and  brentii  fast  : 

c  cast  ihcir  shield  and  some  their  spear, 
ir  veslimentis  which  ihey  ware,' 
_^,^,  •  full  of  wine,  and  milk,  and  blood,     2040 
o  die  fire,  thai  burnt  as  ii  were  wood  ;* 
Be  bow  the  Grcck^s  with  a  hug^  rout 
I' Three  tim^s  ridden  all  the  fire  about 
r  Vpofl  tlic  left  hand,  with  a  loud  shouting, 
And  thric^  with  iheir  spear^s  clattering,  2045 

And  ibrjcri  bow  the  ladies  'gan  to  cry  ; 
Ne  how  that  led  was  homeward  Emily  ; 
Ne  how  Arcltc"  is  burnt  10  ashes  cold  ; 
L  Ne  how  the  lik^-wak<! '  was  yhold 
LAB  thilktf  night ;  ne  how  the  Greek^s  play  ;         1050 
I  The  waM- plays  ne  keep*  I  not  to  say: 
I  Who  wrestled  best  naked,  with  oil  anoint, 
1  Ne  who  thai  bare  him  best  in  no  disjoint  . ' 
I  1  will  not  tcllcn  eke  how  they  all  gone 
1  Home  10  Aihcn^  when  the  play  is  done.  305; 

I  Bui  shortly  to  the  point  now  will  1  wend,* 
I  And  nukcn  of  my  longd  Tale  an  end. 

By  process  and  by  length  of  certain  years 
All  stenlen '  is  the  mourning  and  the  tears 
Of  Gncdcfe  by  one  general  assent ;  2060 

I  Then  seemeih  n)e  llicre  was  a  parl^mcnt 
I  At  Albens  upon  certain  points  and  case  ;  * 
I  Affionf;^  the  which  points  yspoken  was 
I  To  have  with  cenain  countries  dUiance, 
■-And  luve  of  Thebans  fully*  obeisance:  2065 

r  Fnr  which  this  noble  Theseus  anon 
I  Let  senden  After  gentle  Palamon, 
I  Unwist  nf  him  what  was  the  cause  and  why: 
LSutin  his  black)!  doihiis  sorrowfully 


E.    '  Wood — furiously  mad. 
*K«p  — urry,    delay.      '  DiqoinI 
'■*"■■       "  e*ed.      '  Sleolen — sloppi 


•Uke- 


mtmc*. Sax.)  U probably  vny  wicienl  I 
^\  aa  ollwr  wakn  and  tlglla  vere.  Chaucnr  setna  10  have 
~  'ic  wi&e-plays  (as  I'u^'  '"^^  calicdj  of  his  own  lime 
ft^ama  at  the  oncieati.— T^". 


Wdl  wist  he  wi^Tttd  iitat  tl^ 
For  with  that  fiurt  chdn  of  lovcfli 

The  fire,  the  air,  the  water,  and  th< 

In  certain  bondds,  that  they  may  n 
That  sam^  prince  and  Mover  eke  ( 
Hath  stablish'd  in  this  wretched  wc 
Certain  of  day^s  and  durati6n 
To  all  that  are  engendred  in  this  pi 
Over  the  which  day  they  ne  may  nc 
Al  may  they  yet  the  dayds  well  abri« 
There  needeth  none  authority  alled^ 
For  it  is  proved  by  experience, 
But  that  me  lust  declaren  my  senten 
Then  may  men  by  this  order  well  dii 
That  thilk^  Mover  stable'  is  and  eter 
Well  may  men  know^n,  but  it  be  a  fc 
That  every  part  deriveth  from  its  whc 
For  Nature  hath  not  taken  its  beginn 
Of  no  party  ne  cantle*  of  a  thing, 
But  of  a  thing  that  perfect  is  and  stat 
Descending  so  till  it  be  corrumpable ; 
And  therefore  of  his  wis6  purveyance 
He  hath  so  well  beset  his  ordinance, 
That  species  of  thing^s  and  progrcssi 
Shallen  enduren  by  successions. 
And  not  etem,  withouten  any  lie  ; 
This  mayst  thou  understand  and  see 
Lo  th'  oak,  that  hath  so  long  a  nouris 
From  timd  that  it  'ginneth  first  to  spr 
And  hath  so  Inner  »  i:^- 


I 
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The  greali*  lownifs  sec  we  wane  and  wend  ; ' 

Then  may  ye  see  ihal  all  ihing  haih  an  L-nd. 

Of  nan  anil  wonwn  sec  we  well  also, 

That  mviAH  in  one  of  the  <emn<s  iwo,  * 

TLiI  Id  [11  uiyn.  in  youlh  or  ell^s  ag<^,  :i3o 

He  IDUSI  be  dead,  the  king  as  shall  a  page  ; 

S<mc  in  his  bed,  some  in  ibc  dcep^  sua. 

Some  in  tbe  Urgi^  field,  as  ye  may  see: 

Tbcre  hdpclh  naughl,  all  go'lh  that  Mki*'  way ; 

TbcD  may  I  say  that  allif  thing  must  die.  :■;; 

Whal  makclh  this  but  Jupiter  the  King, 

TbK  which  [s  prince  and  cause  of  alltf  thing. 

Convening  alf  unto  his  proper  will, 

From  which  it  is  derived,  soth  lo  lell  ? 

And  beTc-;igainst  tio  crcdture  on  live  2130 

Of  on  degree  avallcth  for  to  strive. 

Then  is  it  wisdom,  na  it  thinketh  me, 

To  maken  virtue  of  necessity. 

And  cake  li  well  tliat  we  may  not  eschew.' 

And  niimi<ly  ihni  to  tis  all  is  due;  2135 

And  who*o  grutchcth  aught,  he  doth  folly. 

And  rebel  is  to  him  that  all  may  gie.' 

And  certainly  a  man  hath  most  honour 

To  dicn  in  his  excellence  and  flow'r. 

When  he  ts  siker' of  his  goodtf  name;  1140 

Then  hath  he  done  his  friend  nc  him  no  shame ; 

And  KUdiier  ought  his  friend  be  of  his  death, 

When  with  hont^ur  is  yielden  up  his  breath. 

Than  when  his  name  appalled"  is  for  age, 

For  all  forgotten  is  his  vassalage :'  1145 

Then  b  it  best,  as  for  a  worthy  fame. 

To  dten  when  a  man  is  best  of  name. 

The  eonintiy'  of  all  this,  is  wilfulness. 

Why  gnitchen  we  ?  why  have  wc  heaviness, 

That  good  Arcitc",  o>f  chivalry  the  flow'r,  1150 

Dcpaned  is,  with  duty  and  honour, 

Out  nf  this  ibul^  prison  of  this  hfe  ? 

Why  grutcbcn  here  his  vou»n  and  hts  wife 

Of  his  wclfire.  lliat  toven  him  so  well  ? 

Can  he  ilicm  thank  ?  nay,  God  wot,  never  n  deal,' 

Thai  both  hif  soul  and  eke  dicmsctvcs  offend,     2156 

And  yet  they  mow"  their  luattfs*"  not  amend. 


pramd.   iocTTase,      '  tike— sfme.      '  Eschew— avoid, 

ly  gic-c«n  direct.    »  Slkcr— surr.     '  Apimlled-miKk 

mlagf-^Eoo'l  Hrvic-e.  mtour.  proweu.     So  Froiiaan 

■  ilod— notawblL    »Mow— «c»filc     » Lowe*— detires, 


^wMuv  A  AAAiuuUf  your  o 
That  servttb  yoa  ndth  wiU,  u 
And  ever  hath  done  since  ye 

That  ye  shall  of  your  grace  u] 
And  taken  him  for  husband  a 
Lend  me  your  hand,  for  this  i 

**  Let  sec  now  of  your  wom.' 
He  is  a  kingds  brother's  son  p 
And  though  he  were  a  poord  I 
Since  he  hath  serv($d  you  so  n 
And  had  for  you  so  great  advt 
It  mustd  be  considered,  'lie vet! 
For  gentle  mercy  oweth  *  to  p; 

Then  said  he  thus  to  Palam* 
"  I  trow  there  needeth  little  sei 
To  maken  you  assentcn  to  this 
Come  near,  and  take  your  lady 

Betwixen  them  was  made  an 
That  hightd  Matrimony'  or  Ma 
By  all  the  counsel  of  the  baron. 
And  thus  with  aW6  bliss  and  m< 
Hath  Palamon  y wedded  Emily 
And  God,  that  all  this  widd  wor 
Send  him  his  love  that  h<ith  it  < 
For  now  is  Palamon  in  alld  wea 
Living  in  bliss,  in  richess,  and  i 
And  Emily  him  loveth  so  tendc 
And  he  her  serveth  all  so  gentil 
That  never  was  there  no  word  t 
Of  jealousy,  ne  of  none  other  te« 
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Out  Hoiit^  saw  well  ihat  the  bright^  sun 

H'  arc  (jf  his  oriiticial  A&y  had  mn 

rbe  foQrXli^  part  i  lialf  an  hour  and  mor^' ; 

bid  though  tic  were  not  deep  cxpctt  in  lotv 

le  wiit  it  was  the  cight-and.twcnly  day  ; 

tf  April,  thai  is  messenger  lo  M«y, 

knd  saw  well  ihai  the  shadow'  of  i^ery  itcl- 

Faj  aa  to  length  iif  the  same  quantity 

Ibal  was  ihc  body  erect  thai  caused  it, 

ind  therefore  by  the  shadow  he  look  his  wit  lo 

liai  Pbccbu.1,  which  [hat  shone  so  dear  and  bright, 

s  ^vc-and-forty  clomb  on  height ; 
inii  Ibr  thai  day,  as  in  thai  latitude, 
t  vas  icn  of  the  dock  he  'gan  conclude, 
kod  soddenty  he  plight '  bis  horse  about.  1 5 

•■  Loidings,  i]uod  he,  I  warn  you  all  this  rout 
"he  fouiih*  puiXK  of  this  diiy  is  gone  ; 
low  for  the  love  of  God  and  of  S:iint  John 
,o>w(h  no  time,  as  fatfoith  as  ye  may.     V*' 
Aiilin);s,  ihc  lime  it  wasieih  ni^hl  and  day, 
Lnd  stcaletb  from  us,  what  privily  sleeping, 
\nA  what  through  negligence  in  our  waking, 
Ls  doth  the  sirexLin,  thai  tumeth  never  again, 
)e»ceBiIuts  from  the  mountain  into  a  plaiivf  .. 
VeU  can  Sencc'  and  many"  a  philosdghef  "''w' 
tewailcB  tim^  more  than  gold  iiT^oneF; 
''orlms  of  cattle  may  recovered  be. 
Bat  IpM  of  limd  ihendcih*  us,  quod  he. 
Il  win  not  come  again  withouicn  drede,' 

Let  us  not  mouldcn  thus  in  idleness. 

"  Sir  Man  of  Law,  quod  he,  so  have  ye  bliss, 

cU  us  a  I'ale  anon,  as  foreword  *  is. 

c  be  *ubmiitcd  through  yotii  free  assent 
To  Hand  in  this  case  at  my  judgifmcni. 


{^•-f. 


1^  — puIM 


•  .Slu-tnlrili  —  TuinWJi. 


'  DrcJe  —  doubt. 


uu€  v^oaucer  (tliou|^  he_cMi)w 
On  metres  uid  on  riininj^HBo 
Hath  .said  them  in  such  En^lis 
Of  old^  time,  as  knoweth  many 
And  if  he  have  not  said  them,  1. 
In  one  book,  he  hath  said  them 
For  he  hath  told  of  lovers  up  an 
More  than  Ovidd  made  of  ment 
In  his  Episiolis,  that  be  full  old. 
What  should  I  tellen  them  since 
In  youth  he  made  of  Ceyx  and^ 
And  sithen  *  hath  he  spoke  oflEv 
These  noble  wiv^s,  and  these  lov 
Whoso  that  will  his  largd  volume 
Clep(5d  *  The  Saint^s  Legend  of  < 
There  may  he  see  the  larg^  woun 
Of  Lucrece,  and  of  Babylgn  This 
The  sword  of  Dido  for  the  false  E 
J)       .  •'    K:  The  tree  of  ghillis  for  her  D^mop 
The  i^aim  oFbejanir'  and  Hermit 
Of  AmHnS,  and  Hypsipyl^; 
\  The  barren  isl^  standing  in  the  se 

The  drent  •  Leander  for  his  fair  H 
The  tear^s  of  Helene,  and  eke  the 
Of  Brfseis  and  of  Laodamfa ; 
The  cruelty  of  thee,  Queen  Medes 
Thy  little  children  hanging  by  the 
For  thy  Jason,  that  was  of  love  so 
O  Hypermnestra,  Penelope',  Alcc! 
Your  wifehood  he  common''*'**'  -  ' 
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* 

And  therefore  he  of  full  avisement 
N'old'  never  uvrite  in  none  of  his  sermons*' 
Of  such  unkind  *  abominatidns  : 
Ne  I  wilTnot  rehearse,  if  that  I  may  ;         ^ 
But  of  my  Tale  how  shall  I  do  this  day  ? 
Me  were  loth  to  be  liken^  doubtless 
.   To  Muses  that  men  clepe  Pi^ridds, 
[MetaMdiifkB!S£PS  wot  what  I  mean) 
RitDatheiess  I  reckd  not  a  bean 
Though  I  come  after  him  with  hawbake ;  ' 
I  speaJc  in  prose,  and  let  him  rimds  make/' 
And  with  tnat  word  he  with  a  sober  cheer  * 
Began  his  Tale,  and  said  as  ye  shall  hear. 


U7 
80 


8S 


90 


"»  N'old— would  not.  «  Unkind— unnatural.  '  Hawbake.— The- 
rm "knohick,"  which  means  an  awkward  lout,  is  not  an  uncom- 
M)0  prorindalisin  to  this  day.    *  Cheer — countenance. 
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THE  MAS  OF  LAWS 


O  SCATHF.FLT '  harm,  eondiiidn  of 
Wiih  tliirii,  with  cold,  with  hunger 
To  asken  help  thee  sh.imcth  in  thii 
If  thou  none  ask,  so  sore  art  thou  y 
That  very  need  unwrappelh  all  thy 
Maugrc  '  thine  head,  thou  must,  foi 
Or  steal  or  beg,  or  borrow  thy  disp 
Thou  blamcst  Christ,  and  say'st  1 
He  misdcparicth  <  riches  tetnporal ; 


TitE  MAN   OP  LAW.S  TALE. 

\x  tlioa  wiliest '  sinf'illy, 
R  tbou  kut  too  little'  and  lii:  liath  all  : 
iVM  lluni)  suoietime  lu-  reckon  shall, 
bb  tail  ftlull  lir«nnen  '  in  Ihc  glede,'' 
ighl  helpcth  ntcdful  in  their  need." 
b  what  io  ihc  sentence  of  the  wise, 
Jb  dica  than  hnve  Indigence,  \ 

Bneigh^bour  will  thcc  despise  ;      j. ''' 
wxior  farewell  thy  reverence.  ^■^'^  \ 
JBWto^nuui  take  this  sentence, 
*  of  poor^  men  be  wick ;  * 
cfbr«  ore  thou  come  to  that  prick." 
C  poor  ihy  brother  hatcth  thcc, 
jr  vicnd^s  llec  from  ihec,  alas  \ 
ercboJirs  !  full  of  weal '  be  yc, 
C'O  prudent  fnlk  t  as  In  this  case,       .        , 
'    be  not  filled  with  ambcs  ace  •     1*^'' 
*  cinque,  that  runneth  for  your  chance 
ki  Chrutenin.u  merry  may  yc  dance.  1 1 

Ye  veekcn  bnd  and  sea  fur  yuur  winnings ; 
I  At  ^rai  folk  yc  knowcn  all  th'  estate 
\  Of  rcijni.'a  i '"  yc  be  fathers  of  tidings 
I  AekI  taMs  bath  of  p«3ce  and  (if  debate : 
1  t  «ctc  right  now  of  lalJs  desolate,  t: 

'  .ini,  ^'one  Is  many  u  year, 
i;i  li  ill  (1  ye  shall  hear. 


cJ-^' 


,.•* 


:l     il    !,.r  IF   iplCCTy,  1  30 

t.  ut  ijipiu,  .iiiii  3..ii'i>  rich  of  hue  ; 
r  llMtr  dbiiure  '>  waa  so  thrifty''  and  so  new, 
1  'rhat  e«cty  wight  hath  dainty  to  chaffare  " 
I  With  ihcm,  and  eke  to  sellen  them  their  warv. 

w  (1.41  11  that  Ihc  masters  of  tliat  sort 
I  Had  thapcn  "  them  to  Kom^  for  to  wend," 
1  Were  it  for  c;hapmanhood  *"  or  for  disport, 
f  No  odier  njcfts-igc  would  ihcy  ihithcr  send, 
[  Bui  come  themselves  lo  Rome,  this  is  the  end 
And  ui  such  place  as  thought  them  itvantagc 
for  their  intent  they  take  their  hcrhctgagc." 

^^iitFit  -  Mtiw-.i       '  Bminen  — hum.      "GImIp  — fire  (cvtr- 
11,1     t.r,.,      >  Wick-witknl.    •  Pricli -jwinl.    '  Wial 
1 IV  L>  acti  ui  liitc  :  l-'r.    •  SUc  cinque— *i> 
II  N'lrre-were  il  iiol.      "•Sums- 
i;.-n.   irailtn,      "Sod— gra»e,  ileadj. 
'"  ThrifW— cheup,  fruni,  mukeublv. 

'  ._.;,      :-.r<.-  valwa  Whir  t"  ^f^'      "Sh^pe" 

'■"^i-j  i'.-iHu-l«-i      '<  Woid  —  p[^»ei).     ■  L'Sapmiinhoiiil 
'  -4^.   o  Hcrtitfcae*—"!^'"' 


3; 


.JO 


i  o  reckoii  as  well  her  goodnwp  i 
Nte'  never  sodi  anodier  as  i»  A 
I  pray  to  God  in  honour  her  susts 
And  would  she  were  of  all  Eurdpt 

"  In  her  is  high  beauty  without* 
Youthd  withouten  grenched  ^  or  fc 
To  all  her  workds  virtue  is  her  gui 
Humbless  hath  slai^n  in  her  tyran 
She  is  mirrdur  of  alld  courtesy, 
Her  heart  is  very  chamber  of  holin 
Her  hand  minfster  of  freedom  for  i 

And  all  this  voice  was  soth/  as  ( 
But  how  to  purpose  let  us  turn  agai 
These  merchants  have  done  fraught 
And  when  they  have  this  blissful  m. 
Homd  to  Surrie  been  they  went  full 
And  done  their  needds,'  as  they  hav 
And  liven  in  weal ;  ^  I  can  say  you  n 

Now  fell  it  that  these  merchants  s 
Of  him  that  was  the  Soudan  *°  of  Su 
For  when  they  came  from  any  stran 
He  would  of  his  benign^  courtesy 
Make  them  good  cheer,  and  busily  c 
Tidings  of  sundry  regn^s,"  for  to  lei 
The  wonders  that  they  mights  seen 

Among^s  other  thingds  specially 
These  merchants  have  him  told  of  I 
So  great  nobMss,  in  earnest  seriousl; 
That  this  Soudan  hath  caught  so  grc 
To  have  her  fitnir**  ;»^  *•*- 
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I>3j4veaiQr«  in  thilk<^  brg^  book 

Titch  Uut  men  cicpe  ihe  Heaven,  ywritien  was  18 

Trlh  itaiT^  when  that  he  his  birth^  took, 

1)31  he  fnt  Im-c  should  have  his  dealh,  alas  \ 

at  in  ibc  sinmfs,  clearer  [ban  is  glass, 

I  vriticn,  God  woe,  who  so  could  it  read, 

lie  <lcalh  of  Kvay  man  withouien  drcde.'  I9< 

In  slairfs  many  a  winter  therebefom 
ITas  writ  the  dcalh  gf  Hector,  Achilles, 
If  Pompcy,  Julius,  ere  they  were  born  ; 
lie  strife  of  Thebd*.  and  of  Hercules, 
If  Sampson,  Turnus,  and  of  Socrates  19 

he  death  ;  but  mcnn^s  witt^s  be  so  dull 
[hat  no  wight  can  well  read  ii  al  the  full. 

This  Soudan  for  his  privrf  council  sent, 
ibd  JioTlly  of  this  matter  for  to  pace,' 
Ic  hath  to  them  declarM  his  intent,  30 

iitd  Slid  them  certain,  but  he  might  have  grace' 
'o  have  Cuslitncc,  within  a  little  space 
Ic  n'as  *  but  dead,  and  charged  them  in  high,' 
'o  diapen  for  his  life  some  remedy. 

Divers^  men  divers^  thing^s  saiden  ;  30 

hey  »samenlifs  casten  up  and  down ; 
Uny  a  subtle  reason  forth  they  laidcn  ; 
liey  spcakcn  of  magic  and  abusidn  ;  * 
tn  fiiutHy,  as  in  conclnsidn, 

twy  cannot  see  in  that  none  dvanlagc,  2V 

[c  in  none  other  way  save  marriage. 

Then  saw  they  therein  such  difficulty 
'ij  vray  of  reason,  for  to  speak  all  plain, 
Iccausj  (here  was  such  diversity 
Ictwven  their  both)!  law^s.  that  they  snin  ;i 

liey  irowen'  that  no  Christian  piince  would  fain  ' 
Vciddcn  his  child  under  our  law^  sweet, 


!uslincc,  I  will  be  christened  doubidless  : 
must  be  her's,  I  may  none  other  chcse," 
pray  jfOo  hold  your  argumenls  in  peace ; 
avctb  my  life,  and  bcth  not  reck^lcss 
'o  gcitcn  her  that  hath  nty  life  in  cure," 
•r  in  this  woe  I  may  not  long  endure." 


the  biviiur. 


might  have 
Ijn  propriety 


Curc^krcpinB.  r 


uungoldf. 
letofinden 


And  hereto  nnden  tnffiiiitnin 
The  same  accord  is  sworn  on  ei 
Now,  fair  Custdnce,  almighty  G 

Now  woulden  some  men  wait 
That  I  should  tcllen  all  the  purv 
The  which  that  th'  Emperor  of  1 
Hath  shapcn  ^  for  his  daughter,  i 
Well  may  men  know  that  so  grei 
May  no  man  tellen  in  a  little  clai 
As  was  arraydd  for  so  high  a  cau; 

Bishop<5s  been  shapen  with  her 
Lordds,  ladids,  and  knightds  of  re 
And  other  folk  enow  ;  this  is  the  • 
And  notified  is  through  all  the  to\\ 
That  every  wight  with  great  devot 
Should  prayen  Christ  that  he  this 
Receive  in  gree/  and  speedd  this  v 

The  day  is  comen  of  her  ddpartii 
I  say,  the  woful  day  fatdl  is  come 
That  there  may  be  no  longer  tarr>'i 
But  forward  they  them  drcssen*  all 
Custdnce,  that  was  with  sorrow'  all 
Full  pale  arose,  and  drcsscth  her  t< 
For  well  she  seeth  there  is  none  otl 

Alas !  what  wonder  is  it  though 
That  shall  be  sent  to  strangd  natid 
From  friendds  that  so  tenderly  her 
And  to  be  bound  under  subjectidn 
Of  one  she  know^th  not  hU  '^ — -'"* 


id  ]re;  my  moihcr,  my  sovereign  pleasancc         ^70 
[>veT  «1I  Uiing,  (out  taLcrn  Christ  od  loft) ' 
Cundncc  jour  ch'M  her  rccoraraendeth  oft 
Unto  ynur  grace,  for  1  shall  ta  Suirie, 
Ne  AaO  I  never  see  you  more  with  eye. 
"Alas!  unio  tl)e  B:irbarcn4iiiSn  ^75 

BKUi<  e^oe.  aincc  lliat  it  is  your  will ; 
lit  Christ,  that  starv'd'  for  our  rcdcmpticln, 
So  give  mc  grace  his  hcsitfs'  lo  fullil, 
*  wrclchcd  woman,  no  force  iboifgh  I  spill  ;* 
I'omcn  are  born  to  the  thraldom  and  pcndncc,     :<Sa 
ad  to  be  under  mannifa  governance." 
I  irow'  at  Troy  when  Pyrrhus  brake  the  wall, 
T  IboD  bum'd,  or  Theb&  the  city, 
Ic'  M  Rdih^  fur  ihc  harm  ihroush  Hunnibal, 
*    ~  Romans  bath  vanqiifsh^J  lim^s  three,  2R; 

as  *  hL-Ard  such  tender  weeping  for  pity 
I  in  ibc  chamber  w.is  for  ber  parting  ; 
It  forth  she  must,  whether  she  weep  or  sing. 

impnident  Emperor  of  Rome,  alas  ! 
Vaa  ilicre  no  philosiipher'  in  all  thy  town  ?  290 

«  BO  time  bet'  than  uiher  in  such  case? 
if  TOyagc  is  there  nunc  clcciii5n, 
luncly  to  folk  of  high  conditidn. 
Not  when  a  root  is  of  a  birih  yknow?' 

be  loQ  Icwifd  '  or  too  slow.  295 

To  ship  is  brought  this  woful  {aiTi  maid 
iolemn^ly,  with  every  circumstance  : 
'  No*  Jcsu  Lhnst  be  with  you  all,"  she  said. 
Iwfe  n"is  no  more,  but  "  Farewell,  fair  Custi.Bce," 
Ihe  painrth  her  to  make  good  countenance ;        ioo 
And  forth  I  let  her  sail  in  this  manner, 
~  nd  turn  1  will  again  to  my  matter. 

The  mother  of  the  Soudan,  well  of  vices, 
£spii<cl  haili  her  ionia  picin  ■"  intent. 
How  he  will  letc  "  his  old<!  sacrifices  ;  305 

And  ri|;ht  anon  she  fur  licr  council  si.-nt, 
And  ilicy  been  cumcn  to  know  what  she  meant ; 
And  when  assembled  was  this  folk  in  fere  " 
td  her  down,  and  said  as  ye  shall  hear. 
Lord^s,  she  said,  yc  knowcn  evcrcach  one      310 
How  that  my  son  in  point  is  for  to  Icte  " 

I  ukeo  Chhii  on  lofi  -Chnn  on  high  exwptei!.    '  Siarvod 

■  UeiM*  — i^wniniindi.     'No  force  though  1  spill  — no 

dKHiKh  I  porltli.    » ■Irow-Uiink,    •N«B--*«n«.    'Bet 

r.     •Vhnow — kninin.      ' 


..v  A  Miifii  9Kff  Msentiitf  to 
And  I  idiaU  nuike  111  JHK  firt^  «v^ 
Tbey  sworen  and  aysented  eve 

To  live  with  her  and  die,  and  by 
And  evereach  one,  in  the  best  wi; 
To  strengthen  her  shall  all  his  fri 
And  she  hath  this  emprise  ytaker 
Which  ye  shall  hearen  that  I  shal 
And  to  them  all  she  spake  right  ii 

"  We  shall  first  feign  us  Christe 
Cold  water  shall  not  grieve  us  but 
And  I  shall  such  a  feast  and  revel 
That,  as  I  trow,  1  shall  the  Soudai 
For  though  his  wife  be  christened 
She  shall  have  need  to  wash  away 
Though  she  a  font  of  water  with  h< 

O  Soudaness,  root  of  iniquity, 
Virago  thou,  Semi  rami  s  the  second 
O  serpent  under  femininity, 
Like  to  the  serpent  deep  in  hell  ybc 
O  feigndd  woman  !  all  that  may  co 
Virtue  and  innocence,  through  thy  i 
Is  bred  in  thee,  as  nest  of  every  vie 

O  Sathan  envious !  since  thilk^  d 
That  thou  wert  chased  from  our  he 
Well  knowest  thou  to  woman  th'  ol 
Thou  madest  Eva  bring  us  in  servd 
Thou  wilt  foredo  "  this  Christian  n 
Thine  instrument  so  (well-away  the 
Mak'st  thou  of  women  when  th«"  " 
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e  ndcth  lo  ihe  Soudan  on  a  day, 
And  Mtd  him  llw(  she  would  reney'  her  lay,', 
And  Chiiiicndnm  of  pricsu!s  hand^s  fong,' 
Rcpcniing  her  she  Heathen  was  so  long  ; 
Bcs-.-cching  him  to  dp  her  ihat  honiSur 
That  she  rniuht  have  Ihe  Chfislian  fulk  lo  fcasi  ; 
■To  plcasen  them  1  will  do  my  laMiir." 
The  Soudkn  saith,  "  I  will  do  at  your  hcst,"' 
And  kneeling  thanWd  hor  of  that  request ; 
So  glid  he  was  he  n'isC '  nol  what  to  say, 
ijlie  kis^d  her  son,  and  home  shi;  go'th  her  wny. 

ArrivM  been  these  Christian  folk  lo  lond 
In  Surrie,  with  a  great  solemn^  rout. 
And  kistily  this  buudan  sent  his  sond' 
Pint  to  his  mother  and  all  the  rcgnc'  about, 
And  said  his  wife  was  comen  out  of  doubt. 
And  ptay'd  them  (or  to  ride  again*  ihe  queen. 
The  honour  of  his  rcgn^  to  sustain. 

C,trM  was  the  press,"  and  ricli^  was  th'  array 
Of  Surriuis  and  Romans  met  in  ferc.'° 
The  muihtfr  of  the  Soudan  rich  and  gay, 
ReccivM  her  with  all  so  gUd  a  cheer  " 
As  any  mother  might  her  daughter  dear ;         : 
And  lo  the  ncst^.city  there  beside, 
A  sofitf  pace  snlcmntlly  lhc>'  ride. 

Naugnt  trow"  I  tlic  iniimph  of  Julius, 
Of  which  that  Lticnn  makeih  such  a  boast. 
Was  rajrallcr,  or  more  curious 
Then  was  tb'  assembly  of  this  blissful  host ; 
butt^  (his  scotpiiin,  this  wicked  ghost," 
The  SoudAncss,  for  aXX  her  t^aiccring. 
Cast  '*  under  this  full  monally  lo  sting. 

The  Soudan  com'th  himself  soon  after  this 
So  ro)-ally,  that  wonder  is  to  tell. 
And  wiHcum'ih  her  with  ai\i  joy  and  bliss. 
And  thus  in  mirth  and  joy  1  let  tliem  dwell ; 
The  ftttii  uf  lilts  mniter  is  thitt  I  tdl. 
When  tiini!  c.ime.  men  thought  it  for  the  Ix'st 
Thai  revel  stint,  and  men  go  to  their  rest, 

The  timi'  comt?  is,  this  old  Soudancss 
Ordain^Jd  hath  the  feast  of  which  I  i«ld, 
And  tu  the  feasi^  Christian  folk  them  dress 
yc4,  bolh<  young  and  old. 


Lat-  rdieioiuprofruion 
*Nlsl.  Oe  wist-knev 
•  Itqcoe— tinedom.     •  Afiain— ' 


»  FonB- 


Vnss 
(Bind.    "  CsK— compiused,  conmvcd. 


»w«  u/  ior  to  tdkii  at  a  wonly 
The  Soudan  and.tiie  ChiiitiaM««awi 
Been  all  to-hewn  and  sdckM  at  the  be 

But  it  were  only  Dame  Custdnce  alone 
This  old^  Soudaness,  this  cursed  crone 
Hath  with  her  fricndds  done  this  curse 
For*  she  herself  would  all  the  country 

Nc  there  was  Surrian  none  that  was « 
That  of  the  council  of  the  Soudan  wot,*^ 
That  he  n'as  all  to  hewn  ere  he  astartci 
And  Custdnce  have  they  taken'  anon  fo 
And  in  a  ship  all  steerdless  (God  wot) 
They  have  her  set,  and  bidden  her  lean 
Out  of  Surrie  againward  to  Itailc. 

A  certain  treasure  that  she  thither  led 
And  soth  to  say  vitaill^  great  plenty, 
They  have  her  given,  and  clothes  eke  sh 
And  forth  she  saileth  in  the  salt^  sea. 
O  my  Custdnce  !  full  of  benignity, 
O  emperor^s  young^  daughter  dear  ! 
He  that  is  Lord  of  fortune,  be  thy  steer.* 

She  blesseth  her,  and  with  full  piteous 
Unto  the  cross  of  Christ  thus  said^  she  : 
"  O  clear,  O  wealful  *^  altar,  holy  cross  ! 
Red  of  the  Lamb^s  blood,  full  of  pity, 
That  washed  the  world  from  th'  old  iniqu 
Me  from  the  fiend  and  from  his  claw^s  k< 
That  day  that  I  shall  drenchen^^  in  the  d 

"  Victorious  tree,  protection  of  true, 
That  only  worthy  werd  for  to  bear 
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Oa  which  thy  liraMs  faithrully  extend. 
Me  keep,  and  give  me  might  my  life  t'  amend." 

Vcares  and  day^  fleet'  this  crcdiurc 
Tfaioughoui  the  itsx  of  Greece,  unto  ilic  Str-iit 
Of  Moroc,  as  it  was  her  dveniure  :  i 

On  many  a  sorry  meal  now  may  she  bait ; 
After  her  dcalli  full  oficn  may  she  wait, 
Or*  that  the  vn\di  wav^s  will  her  drive 
L'oto  the  plficc  there'  a^  ishc  shall arri^'e. 

Men  mighicn  nsken  why  she  was  ooi  slain  ?      ^ 
Eke  ai  the  feast  who  might  her  body  snve  ? 
And  I  answer  en  that  deniaad  a^ain. 
Who  »vM  U;miel  in  th'  harrfble  cave. 
There'  every  wight  Ba\  i;  he.  master  e>r  knave, 
Wm  with  tlK  Hon  frett  •  ere  he  asiart  ?* 
No  w4gbt  but  Cod,  that  he  bare  Jn  his  heart. 

God  lift  to  shew  his  wonderful  mirdcle 
In  her,  for  wc  should  *ce  his  ttiiglily  worki^H  ; 
Chrat,  which  that  is  in  every  barm  tridclc," 
By  ontatn  mcanifs  oft,  as  knowen  clerkds. 
Doth  Ihin^  ^°^  ccnain  cnd<^.  that  full  dark  is 
To  BUiiD^s  wii.  tliat  lor  our  ignorance 
Necuuoi  know  his  prudent  purveyance.'' 

Now  since  she  was  not  at  the  feast  yslaw,' 
Who  kcplrf  her  from  drenching'  in  the  sea  ? 
Who  k^tf  Jmus  in  the  lish's  mnw, 
TiR  he  was  spouted  up  M  Nineveh  ? 
Well  may  men  know  it  was  no  wight  but  he 
Thai  kept  the  people'  Ebmlkc"'  from  drenching, 
With  dryd  feet  throughout  the  sen  passing. 

Who  bade  the  foun5  spirits  of  tempest. 
That  power  hive  l'  annoyen  land  and  sea, 
Boih  north  and  south,  and  also  west  and  cast, 
Aimoyen  neither  sea,  nor  land,  nor  tree' 
Sothly"  the  commander  of  that  was  he 
That  from  the  tempest  aye  tliis  woman  kept. 
As  wen  when  she  nwukc  as  when  she  stepi- 

Wberc  might  this  woman  meat  and  dnnki<  havi 
Three  yeare  and  more  how  lastelh  her  vitdilTc  ? 
Wild  M  the  Flgypiian  Mary  in  the  cave. 
Or  in  desA^  ?  no  wight  but  Christ  sansfailU. 
rive  thousand  folk  it  was  as  great  marvilillc 


'  Or— etA  bffcire.  ' 


I  *i»i*f»#l  —  rnncdy 
I  hmisln.     t  "  • 
I  -llSte*. 


litre— where,  •  h>clt 

_ car-rd,      •Tri»elr.   (!■>, 

fn  general.    '  PurveyBJicp.  (Fr,  frtimmnttt— 
— lUui,       *  Urcndiine— drcmiiaB.      "ElmiliP 


And  foaiid  this  wotfj  ^*<0VMUi  JU 
He  found  also  the  treuure  diati 

In  her  language  mercy  she  besoi 

The  life  out  of  her  body  for  to  t^^ 
Her  to  deliver  of  woe  that  she  wi 

A  manner  Latin  c6rrupt  was  h< 
But  algate*  thereby  was  she  undc 
The  Constable,  when  he  list  no  Ic 
This  woful  woman  brought  he  to 
She  kneeleth  down,  and  thanketh 
But  what  she  was  she  wouldd  no  i 
For  foul  nor  fair,  though  that  she 

She  said  she  was  so  mas^d*  in  t 
That  she  forgot  her  mindd,  by  her 
The  Constabl'  hath  of  her  so  great 
And  eke  his  wife,  that  they  weeper 
She  was  so  diligent  withouten  slot! 
To  serve  and  pleasen  evereach  in  t 
That  all  her  love  that  looken  in  hei 

The  Constabr  and  Dame  Herme 
Were  Pagans,  and  that  country  eve 
But  Hermegild  lov'd  Custance  as  h 
And  Custance  hath  so  long  sojdum 
In  orisons,^®  with  many  a  bitter  tea 
Till  Jesu  hath  converted  through  hi 
Dame  Hermegild,  Constdbless  of  tl 

In  all  that  land  no  Christians  dur 
All  Christian  folk  been  fled  from  th 
Through  Pagans,  that  conqu^rden  a 
The  places  *' of  frV»«»  •"»-**-  •*    ' 
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oW  Bntons dwelling  in  ibi»islc(  ;?> 

«2t  ihcir  rcfiigc  far  the  iDcand  while. 
v«  n'crc '  Chtistian  DriloDs  so  cxi]i*cl 
_'hal  llicfc  n'cfv  some  which  in  ihcir  privity 
Homhiml  Christ,  and  Heathen  folk  beguiMd, 
Aiul  nigh  tiie  castle  sucb  llierc  dwclten  three  ;      530 
That  one  oT  Iliein  was  blind,  and  might  not  sec, 
Rtu  H  wcir '  with  thilk  ■  eyea  of  his  mind, 
Wlih  wliich  men  mowcn*  see  when  they  be  blind. 

bni;hl  WIS  the  sun  as  in  that  summer's  day. 
For  which  the  Caoslabl'  and  his  wife  also,  53; 

And  Cuuance,  have  ytake'  the  rightd  way 
Towird  the  sea  a  furlong  way  or  two, 
To  pUycn  and  to  roamcn  to  and  fro, 
Ana  in  their  walk  tliis  blinds  man  they  met, 
Cruokcd  and  old,  with  cycn  fast  yshet.  540 

"  In  the  name  of  Christ, "  cniA.  this  blind  Britdn. 
"Dame  Hetinegild,  give  me  my  sight  again." 
This  kidy  waic'd  afrai^d  of  that  soun,' 
Lest  tiat  her  husband,  sliorily  for  to  sain, 
Wo«ld  her  ftw  Jcsu  Christib  love  have  slain,        54; 
TiU  Ciutancc  made  her  bold,  and  bad  lier  worche ' 
The  will  of  Christ,  AS  daughter  of  holy  church. 

The  Constable  wax'd  abasUd  *  of  that  sight. 

od  said^  "What  amounteth  all  this  fare?"' 
Cutilnce  iuuw^d :  "  Sir,  it  is  Christds  might,     %i,o 
That  helpetb  folk  out  of  the  fiends  snare : " 
And  sn  brfarth  she  'gan  our  taw  declare. 
That  she  llie  ConMrtbl'.  cte  that  it  were  eve. 
Convened,  and  on  Christ  made  him  believe. 

Thu  Consuble  was  not  lord  of  the  place  55^ 

Of  which  1  speak,  there  as  he  Custance  found. 
-Bill  kept  it  Btrongty  many  a  winter  space 
Viuler  AlU,  King  of  Nurthnmberlond, 
That  was  fiill  wise,  and  worthy  of  his  hond 
ApinsI  ibc  Scottf  s,  as  men  may  well  hear ;  560 

But  bun  1  will  again  to  my  mati^rc. 

Sathao,  that  ever  us  waiteth  to  beguile. 
Saw  of  Custincc  all  her  ptrfeciiiin, 
And  cast  ooon  haw  he  might  quit  her  while," 
And  made  a  youngf  knight,  that  dwelt  in  that  town. 
Love  her  so  hot  of  foul  alTcdidn,  .('5'''* 


Wotchc— work,  prrfonn.     •Alnihod— 

HDOtuitvlli  all  this  (ut  ^— In  i-ulj^  parluiice. 
"'  (Jult  her  while— rtqullc  hci  pains. 


Thb  knJAt,  thiTHigh  Sartiiiwt' 
AH  aoft^  b  to  the  bed  ygo^ 
And  cut  Uie  throat  of  Hermegil 

And  laid  the  bloody  knife  by  D 
And  went  his  way,  there ^  God  j 

Soon  after  com'th  this  Constn 
And  eke  Alld,  that  king  was  of  t 
And  saw  his  wife  dispiteously  ys 
For  which  full  oft  he  wept  and  \\ 
And  in  the  bed  the  bloody  knife 
By  Dame  Custdnce.  Alas  !  wha 
For  very  woe  her  wit  was  all  awa 

To  king  Alld  was  told  all  this  r 
And  eke  the  time,  and  where,  an< 
That  in  a  ship  was  founden  this  C 
As  herebefore  ye  have  heard  me  c 
The  king^s  heart  of  pity  'gan  agris 
When  he  saw  so  benign  a  credture 
Fall  in  disease^  and  in  misdventur 

For  as  the  lamb  towdrd  his  deat 
So  stood  this  innocent  before  the  I 
This  fals^  knight,  that  hath  this  tr 
Bear'th  her  in  hand  ^  that  she  hatl 
But  nathdless  there  was  great  mur 
Among  the  people,  and  say  they  c 
That  she  had  done  so  great  a  wicl< 

For  they  have  seen  her  ever  so  > 
And  loving  Hermegild  right  as  hei 
Of  this  bare  witness  evereach  in  tt 
Sav#»  >^«*  ♦^"*  '' 


(Amone  a 
Towdfd  h 
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Aba !  Ciuiincc,  thou  hast  no  chatnptdn, 
unsi  thou  nol,  so  well-away  ! 
siarf '  for  our  red  cm  pi  i  (in, 
Sathin,  and  yet  liHli  there  he  lay, 
■trong^  champion  this  day  :  ( 

Qtrisi  on  thee  miricic  Icitb ' 

ItfaoutcB  ^iU  ihou  shah  be  slain  as  swith.  ° 
She  ict  hir  down  on  knees,  and  thus  she  said ; 
Immortal  (>od  \  (hat  savedest  Susanne 
rom  fal*<  blame,  and  ihou  merciful  maid,  t 

Ury  I  mean,  daughter  to  Saint  Anne, 
icforc  wb<Ke  child  angels  singen  Osanne, 
If  I  be  guihless  of  this  felcn^ 
"-y  succour  be.  or  fMs  shall  I  die." 

Have  yc  not  seen  sometime  a  pal^  face  ( 

Linone  a  press*)  of  him  that  hath  been  led 
>wdrd  hb  death,  where  as  he  getleth  no  grace,' 
And  n)ch  a  colour  in  his  face  hath  had, 

ratghten  know  him  that  was  so  bested  * 
Among^s  all  the  faces  in  that  rout,  ( 

So  stant  Custdncc  and  lookelh  her  abouL 

0  qucen^  living  in  prosperity, 
Dachcsscs,  and  ye  ladies  cvereach  one  ! 
Ravclh  (ome  ruth  on  her  adversity  : 
An  empcmr^s  daughter  stands  alone ;  ( 

She  hath  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  her  moan. 
O  blood  royat,  that  standesi  in  this  dredc," 
Ftr  be  thy  friendfc  in  thy  greats  need  ! 

This  Am  Kit^.  hath  such  compassidn, 
A«  gentle  heart  is  fulfilled  of  pity,  ( 

That  from  his  eyen  ran  the  water  down. 
**  Now  hastily  do  fetch  a  book,  quod  he, 
And  if  this  kniglii  will  swearen  how  that  she 
This  woman  slew,  yet  will  we  us  avise,* 
Whom  that  we  will  that  shall  be  our  jusifce."        I 

A  Briton  boob,  written  with  Evangiles, 
Was  fet,*  and  on  this  book  he  swore  anon 
She  guilty  was,  and  in  the  mean^  whiles, 
A  hand  him  smote  upon  the  neck^  bone. 
That  down  be  fell  at  on^s  as  a  stone,  I 

And  both  bis  eyen  burst  out  of  his  face 
In  idgbt  of  every  body  in  that  place. 

A  voice  was  heaid,  in  general  audience. 
That  said,  "Thou  hast  desbndred  guiliclcss 


Converted  will  thankM  be  Cliril 
This  hM  knlslit  was  ebdn  fi» 
By  judgi^ent  of  Alia  hastQy ; 

And  yet  Custdnce  had  of  his  deal 
And  after  this,  Jesus  of  his  merc< 
Made  Alia  wedden  full  solemndlv 

^ 

This  holy  woman,  that  is  so  brigh 
And  thus  hath  Christ  ymade  Cust 

But  who  was  woful  (if  I  shall  m 
Of  this  weddfng  but  Don'gild,  anc 
The  kingds  mother,  full  of  tyrann) 
Her  thought  her  cursed  hearth  bui 
She  would  not  that  her  son<5  had  c 
Her  thought^  a  despite,'  that  he  si 
So  strange  a  credture  unto  his  malt 

Me  list  not  *  of  the  chaff  nor  of  tl 
Maken  so  long  a  tale,  as  of  the  cor 
What  should  I  tellen  of  the  royalty 
Of  this  marriage,  or  which  course  j 
Who  bloweth  in  a  trompd  or  in  a  hi 
The  fruit  of  every  tale  is  for  to  say ; 
They  eat  and  drink,  and  dance,  anc 

They  go  to  bed,  as  it  was  skill  an 

For  though  that  wivds  be  full  holy  t 

They  musten  take  in  patience  a-nig 

Such  manner  necessaries,  as  be  pie: 

To  folk  that  have  ywedded  them  wi 

And  lay  a  lite  ^^  their  holiness  aside 

As  for  the  time,  it  may  no  bet "  bet 
On  Ko^  u~  »-  ' 


^ 
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L  !< twj^mlw J  ward,  his  lucmen  for  to  seek, 

I  &«  iL^'  Cuscitncc,  ihal  is  so  humbl'  and  meek, 

I  ****^'^?**  '*  **'"^  "■'''  '^'''''*'^  '■"  *^'  *'■'• 
'      ^^*v       '         chamber,  abiding  Chrtst^a  will. 
\  }\Z^  ''""c  "  come,  a  knnrf*  child  she  bare  ; 

•Tfi??«ritlus  at  the  fonistone  they  him  call. 
I    A^»»  Constable  doth  forth  come 'a  messenger, 
ji***J  wrote  iinio  his  king,  that  clcpiJd*  was  All',    ; 
^'>w  th«t  this  blissful  tiding  is  befall, 
C\»*d  other  tidings  speedful  for  to  say. 
^  «  hath  the  Ictier,  nnd  forth  he  go'lh  his  way. 
I     "This  messenger,  to  do  his  dvantage, 
^  fMD  the  kiog^s  mother  rideih  iwithe,* 
And  saluerh  her  full  fair  in  his  ianguige. 
**  Muiiimc.  i(U(id  he,  ye  may  be  gbd  and  blithe, 
And  ihankon  God  a  hundred  thousand  silhc ;  " 
■My  Ijdy  queen  hath  child,  wiihouten  doubt, 
I'o  joy  and  bliss  of  all  this  regne  abouL  ; 

"  IJa,  here  the  letter  sealM  of  this  thing. 
That  I  must  bear  in  all  the  haste  I  may. 
I  f  ye  wtU  aiiglil  unto  your  son  the  king, 
I  am  your  srrvant  boihtf  nighl  and  dajr." 
DtmcgiM  answ^r'd,  "  As  now  at  this  trmc.  nay ;    ; 
But  here  I  will  all  night  thou  take  thy  rest, 
To-moiTow  Hill  I  say  ihce  what  me  lest."' 

This  mesiicnger  Omnk  sadly*  ale  and  wine. 
And  stolen  were  his  letter?  privily 
Ooi  of  his  box,  while  he  slept  as  a  swine  ; 
And  coMircffited  was  full  subllely 
Another  letter,  wrought  full  sinfully, 
Unto  the  king,  direct  of  this  manure 
From  his  Cnnstibl",  as  ye  shall  after  hear. 

This  letter  spake,  the  queen  delivered  was 
Of  sn  horrible  a  Acndlike  crediure. 
That  in  the  cnstk  noi.e  sn  hardy  was 
l"h»i  any  whik  durst  therein  endure : 
The  mother  was  an  elf  by  Ivcniurc 
Vcomc,  by  charmifs  or  by  sorcery, 
And  every  m.in  haleth  her  company. 

Woe  was  this  king  when  he  this  leller*  had  see( 
But  to  no  wight  he  told  his  sorrows  sore, 
But  o(  bis  owen  hand  he  wrote  ^ain  ; 
"Welcome  the  sond'"  of  Christ  for  evenr 
To  mc.  that  am  now  learned  m  his  lore  : 

)  lUt-  kppt.  hrkl.    *  Knave— male.   >  Dolh  fonh 
tcoBK  forth,   'Cltped— alleil.  'Svrilhc— Mrji({lilly.  Jmmetti 
"■'-    -'-■a.     '  Lai— ilciini.      ■  Sull)r— neudily.  pertinndi 
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Thy  mind  is  torn,*  thou  janglest 
Thy  face  is  turned  in  a  new  arra 
Where  drunkenness  reigneth  in 
There  is  no  counsel  hid  withoutc 

O  Donegild !  I  n'  have  none  E 
Unto  thy  malice  and  thy  tyranny 
And  therefore  to  the  fiend  I  thee 
Let  him  enditen  of  thy  traitory. 
Fy,  mannish,^  fyl  O  nay,  by  God 
Fy,  fiendlike  spirit !  for  I  dare  we 
Though  thou  here  walk,  thy  spirit 

This  messenger  cometh  from  th 
And  at  the  king^s  mother's  court  1 
And  she  was  of  this  messenger  ful 
And  pleas^  him  in  all  that  ever  s 
He  drank  and  well  his  girdle  unde 
He  sleepeth  and  he  snoreth  in  his 
All  night,  until  the  sunn^  'gan  arisi 

Eft  **  were  his  letters  stolen  ever 
And  contrefeited  letters  in  this  wis 
The  king  commanded  his  Constib 
Up*'  pain  of  hanging  and  of  high , 
That  he  ne  should^  suffren  in  no  iiv 
Custince  within  his  regn^  for  t'  ab 
Three  day^s  and  a  Quarter  of  a  tid 

But  in  the  sam^  snip  as  he  her  f 
Her  and  her  young^  sos,  and  all  h 


IJ«   -V 
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n  ihy  drcdiB,  be  in  pendnce. 
I  Doni;gikJ  cast  all  ihii  ordinance  73} 

t  Tatiscaps  on  ntorroir  when  he  wake 
.}  ibc  utile  hall '  the  aenti  s-ay. 
I  (o  (he  Contubl'  he  the  itOa  (oak ; 
^nil  «hn  that  hi-  this  pileous  Idter  sey* 
FuQofi  he  said  "Alls,  and  well-away  r  790 

Lord  Chiul,  qaod  he,  how  may  this  worlij  endure. 
So  Jul)  of  lin  II  raany  »  cre^tare  ? 

"  0  ni|;hiy  God  J  if  ihai  it  be  thy  will, 
SiAce  ihuu  ut  riglilful  judge,  bow  may  it  be 
That  ihiM  will  (ufTren  innocence  la  spill,'  79; 

Asd  WKkcd  iolk  reign  id  prosperity? 
Ah  >  (ood  Ciuiincc,  alas !  so  woe  it  me, 
Thii  1  must  be  thy  idrraeolor, «  dey 
A  iham^s  death,  tbeic  11  no  other  way." 

Wcepcn  butb  yauag  and  akl  in  all  thai  plaoc     ic« 
When  that  the  king  Uu»  cursi-d  letter  sent : 
Aul  Csitaoce  with  a  deadly  pal^  face 
Tlic  fotuth^  day  lowjrd  the  tbip  the  weal: 
fliit  oalh^less  *  the  lak'th  in  goM  iiueat 
The  will  <jt  Chfisi.  Ji*d  kneeling  on  the  flrood       Sof 
She  said^ ;  "  L«rd,  aye  wekome  be  thy  sond.' 

"  He  that  mc  kc|ii^  Irom  tbe  lali^  blaae. 
While  I  v>as  in  the  land  vnoag^t  ym. 
He  can  mc  keep  Ham  hann  and  ekefran  thane 
In  ibc  tall  sea,  aJthaugh  I  see  not  how  :  Rit 

A>  sffong  as  ever  he  w4s.  he  it  yet  now : 
In  him  trati  1,  and  la  hit  mattia  deitf, 
Thai  tt  !•  me  ay  sail  aad  eke  my  steer.** 
Hei  lilUv  clidd  la^  weeping  in  her  am ; 
And  knnliiit;  pilecntly.  t«  lum  the  saidL,  81; 

*'  ["cace.  liltle  ton,  I  will  da  thee  ma  haim  :" 
Wth  that  her  kochiefoff  her  head  the  braid.' 
And  wcr  has  little  twcn  the  d  laid. 
And  in  hcf  arm  the  luDeih  it  foil  fast. 
And  iBIo  th'  be^ucn  tief  even  up  she  can.  Sso 

-UoUkt.  qiiod  the,  and  maiden  bright.  Marf  ' 
SMb  U,  that  thrtugh  WDmann^  cggmeni* 
Manfci»i  was  lom,*  and  daruu^d  aye  l«  dk. 
Far  which  thy  cbiid  wat  on  a  crou  yrtm :  ■■ 
Tby  UUifd  cyea  tiw  all  hit  torment ;  8:; 


O  mescYf  Heuii  Constable  !  (q«oc 
As  let  my  little  child  dwell  here  w 
And  if  thou  dar'st  not  savca  him  f 
So  kiss  him  on^s  in  his  father's  na 

Therewith  she  looketh  backwan 
And  said^  ;  "  Farewell,  husband  r 
And  up  she  rose,  and  walketh  dow 
Toward  the  ship  ;  her  followeth  al 
And  ever  she  prayeth  her  child  to  1 
And  tak'th  her  leave,  and  with  a  h( 
She  blesseth  her,  and  into  the  ship 

Vict^illdd  was  the  ship,  it  is  no  d 
Abundantly  for  her  a  full  long  space 
And  other  necessaries  that  should  n 
She  had  enow,  heri^d**  be  Godd^s  g 
For  wind  and  weather,  almighty  Go- 
And  bring  her  home,  I  can  no  bettei 
But  in  the  sea  she  driveth  forth  her 

AlU  the  king  com'th  hon^e  soon  ai 
Unto  his  castle,  of  the  which  I  told, 
And  asketh  where  his  wife  and  his  c 
The  Constable  *gan  about  his  hearth 
And  plainly  all  the  matter  he  him  to 
As  ye  have  heard,  I  can  tell  it  no  hi 
And  show'd  the  king  his  seal^  and  h 

And  said(5 ;  "  Lord,  as  ye  commai 
Up**  pain  of  death,  so  have  I  done 
This  messenger torment^H  "'--  **"  ' 
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Ani]  thiu  by  wil  and  subll'  enquiring 
lOMgrn'il  w!is  by  whom  tbxs  harm  'gan  spring. 

The  hand  was  knowen  that  ihc  kUcr  wroie,      8/0 
And  all  the  vrnom  of  this  cursed  deed, 
Hut  in  wh.ii  wise  certainly  1  a'oV 
Tb'  effect  is  this,  ihai  Alia  out  at  drede' 
Ub  mother  slew,  that  may  men  plainly  read, 
Tut  ibat  she  traitor  wxs  to  her  legtancc.  S7; 

"nuiiendcth  this  old  Don'gild  with  mischance. 

The  Mrrow  that  this  Alia  night  and  day 
Makcib  for  hii  wife  and  for  his  child  also. 
There  is  nn  longu^  that  it  tellen  may. 
Bai  now  will  I  a^in  to  Custance  go.  880 

That  Acctcth  in  the  sea  in  pain  and  woe 
Five  years  and  more,  as  lik<5d  Christ^s  sond,' 
Ere  Ulial  her  ship  approached  to  ihe  lond. 

Uodcr  a  Heathen  cotitle  at  the  last, 
(Of  which  the  name  in  my  text  I  not  find)  «R$ 

Custincc  and  eke  her  child  the  sea  up  can. 
Almighty  Ood,  that  sav^d  all  mankind, 
Have  00  Cusiince  and  on  her  child  some  mind, 
Tliat  fallen  is  in  Ilcallicn  hand,  eftsoon 
In  point  to  spill*  as  I  shall  lell  you  soon.  S90 

Down  from  the  castle  com'th  there  many  a  wiglii 
To  gareu*  on  this  ship  and  on  CustSncc  : 
But  »honly  from  the  castle  on  a  night. 
The  lofd^  steward  (God  give  him  mischance  !) 
A  thief  that  had  Tcneyed  our  crtfance,'  8qs 

Came  into  ihc  ship  alone,  and  said  he  would 
Her  Icmman '  bo,  whether  she  would  or  n'ould. 
Woe  WAS  this  wretched  woman  then  begone  ; 
Her  child)!  cried,  and  she  crie.-l  piteously  ; 
But  bliwful  Mary  holpc  her  right  anon ;  900 

For  with  her  stmggling  well  and  mightily. 
The  thief  fell  overboard  all  suddenly. 
And  in  the  sea  he  drcochdd  *  for  vengeance  : 
And  thus  hath  Christ  unwemmdd'  kept  Custlnce. 

O  foul^  lust  ofluxury!  lo  till  ne  end,  90; 

Not  only  that  thuu  Ciuntcst"'  mannas  mind, 

.  verily  tliou  will  his  body  shend." 

Th'  eaii  of  thy  work,  ot  of  thy  lusifs  blind. 

1«  Caraptaining  ;  huw  many  may  nu-o  tind 

'jfol-l....- 


:^': 


■■  -wllhoul  douhi.  'Soml  - 
M.ni  of  (lal ruction.  '  Gvoi 
inte—  renounced  our  faith, 
.("ncil.  •  Uowemmed  — un- 
'^iieml— dntroy. 


And  to  dfllifVf  <Mt>0f ' 
Tbepeopl'ofGod?  Imrkirm^l 
That  ri{^t  as  God  spirit  of  vigour ; 
To  them,  and  sav^d  them  out  of  m 
So  sent  he  might  and  vigour  to  Cu 

Forth  go'th  her  ship  throughout  1 
Of  Jubaltare  *  and  Septe,*  driving  a 
Sometime  west,  and  sometime  nort 
And  sometime  east,  full  many  a  we. 
Till  Christ^s  mother  rblessed  be  sh< 
Hath  shapen  ^  through  her  endless 
To  make  an  end  of  all  her  heaviness 

Now  let  us  stint  ^  of  Custance  but 
And  speak  we  of  the  Roman  emperc 
That  out  of  Surrie  hath  by  letters  kn 
The  slaughter  of  Christian  folk,  and 
Done  to  his  daughter  by  a  false  trait 
1  mean  the  cursed  wicked  Soudanese 
That  at  the  feast  let  slay  both  more  i 

For  which  this  emperor  hath  sent  i 
His  senator,  with  royal  ordinance. 
And  other  lord^s,  God  wot,  many  on 
On  Surrians  to  taken  high  vengeiinci 
They  brennen,***  slayn,  and  bring  the 
Full  many  a  day :  but  shortly  this  b 
Homeward  to  Rome  they  shapen"  ti 

This  senator  repaireth  with  victdr) 
To  Rom^ward,  sailing  full  royally, 
And  met  the  ship  drivinc^.  pc  e<^u»-  -• 


ile  brinsclli  bcr  tn  Rome,  and  to  his  wifl- 
Ic  gave  lier,  And  her  yavngi  son  also.  ij;; 

'  nth  llie  ftcnaror  she  led  her  life. 
CJit  eur  LaJy  brmgcn  out  of  woe 
)to(ul  CuMlnce,  and  many  another  mo . 
ad  1ong<^  lime  dwcll&l  she  in  that  place 
It  hnly  work^s  ever,  as  was  her  grace.  9<;« 

The  senator^  wife  her  aunt^  was, 
^  It  for  all  that  she  knew  her  ne'er  the  more  - 

will  i>o  lander  tarry  in  this  case  ; 
^t  to  King  Alia,  which  1  spake  of  yore,' 
\hM  for  his  wife  weepeih  ajid  sigheth  sore.  965 

'.  will  return,  and  let  I  will  Ctist^nce 
Under  the  senator^  governance. 

King  AUa,  which  that  had  his  mother  slain, 
[Jpon  a  day  fell  in  such  r^pemince, 
■"hit  if  I  shordy  tellen  shall  and  plain,  970 

o  Rome  he  cometh  to  receive  his  penlnce. 
And  put  him  in  the  Fop^s  ordinance 
Id  high  and  low,  and  Jcsu  Christ  besought 
Forpve  his  wicked  work*  that  he  had  wrought. 

The  fame  anon  throughout  ihe  town  is  borne,  97$ 
Now  Alia  king  shnll  cotne  on  pilgrimage. 
By  harbetgcrs-"  thai  wemen  him  beforn, 
For  which  the  senator,  as  was  usjge. 
Rude  bim  again,*  and  many  of  his  lineige. 
As  well  lo  ^ow  hi»  high  magnilicence  i/So 

Ai  10  do  any  king  a  reverence. 

Great  cheeri  doih  this  noble  senalrir 
To  King  Alii,  and  he  to  him  also : 
Ercrcach  nf  them  doth  other  great  honour : 
And  so  befell  llial  in  a  day  or  two  98, 

Thb  senator  is  10  King  Alia  go' 
1'a  (cast,  and  shortly,  if  1  shall  not  lie, 
CnMince'a  son  went  in  his  company, 

Soaw  men  would  any  at  request  of  Cusi;ince 
Tfaia  smaior  hath  led  this  child  to  feast :  •/>) 

1  may  not  tellen  every  circumstance  ; 
"  '  a>  be  may,  there  was  he  at  the  leait  : 

11  sotb*  IS  this,  that  at  his  mother's  hcst* 
Before  AlU,  during  the  meatus  space. 
The  child  stood,  looking;  in  the  kingi^i  fnce.  99$ 

Tlu*  Alia  king  hath  uf  this  child  great  wonder. 
And  la  the  senator  he  sniU  anon, 
"Whoec  IS  that  fair^  child  that  atnndeth  yonder?" 

larbtfgtrs  linrtiinEiT;,  •  Rude  him  ae*"" 
Is  10  King  All*  go— li  goir.  or.  «col  lo 
«.     •  licit— msttiicllon 


Now  WW  tlut  dlU  M  HbMBt 

As  possible  is  a  acitme  Id  bet 

This  Alia  hath  die  &ce  in  r6iien 

Of  Dame  Custdnce,  and  thereon 
If  that  the  chiid^s  mother  were  ai 
That  is  his  wife,  and  privily  he  sij 
And  sped  him  from  the  table  that 

**  Parfay/  thought  he,  phantom 
I  ought  to  deem  of  skilful  judg^mt 
That  in  the  saltd  sea  my  wife  is  dc 
And  afterward  he  made  his  argum 
**  What  wot  I  if  that  Christ  have  h 
My  wife  by  sea,  as  well  as  he  her  1 
To  my  country,  from  thcnn^s  that  s 

And  after  noon  home  with  the  sc 
(io'th  Alia,  for  to  sec  this  wonder  c 
This  senator  doth  Alia  great  hondu 
And  hastily  he  sent  after  Custdnce  ; 
But  trusteth  well  her  lust^  not  to  da 
When  that  she  wist^  wherefore  was 
Unneth  upon  her  feet  she  mights  st< 

When  Alia  saw  his  wife  fair  he  he 
And  wept  that  it  was  ruthd  for  to  se 
For  at  the  firsts  look  he  on  her  set 
He  knew  well  verily  that  it  was  she 
And  she  for  sorrow  as  dumb  stood  a 
So  was  her  hearth  shut  in  her  distre 
When  she  remembered  his  unkindd 

Twi^s  she  swooneth  in  his  owen  s 
He  weepeth  and  him  -»^'" — ^ 
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^^K?  ^Maehr*  <»>  Riy  soul  as  have  mercy, 
^Vputt  of  your  harni  as  giiIUi<1css  am  1 
^H  rt  *"  Maurice  my  son,  «>  like  your  focc, 
^H  ^U^s  lli<-  hcnd  mi-  fetch  out  of  this  place." 

■  041 

^H  IT  ^'^K  *>^  '^^  subbing  and  llic  bilter  pain 
^V  J^^  \hi[  ihcit  woful  hvan<5s  mightcn  cease, 
^m    pr»^  wa»  ihc  pity  for  lo  hear  them  plain, 

1045 

H    J  '^rouitli  which^  pUint<<s  'gan  Ihcir  woe  increase.                               ■ 

^H    I   ^**i)'  VBU  all  my  labour  Id  release. 

K  1   W  >^  >  tell  their  woe  until  to-morrow, 

1050 

^H  ?  *»a  Alia  guilt(!lc5S  was  of  her  woe, 
^H  -  tmw  a  hundred  timifs  have  they  ktss'd. 
^W^^  wtft  a  bliss  is  there  betwixt  thetn  two. 

1055 

^H  ^I™  **vc  ihc  joy  that  lastecli  evcrmo 

^H  ^f/tcre  i*  none  like  thai  any  credlurc 

^V  *tith  ucn  or  shall,  while  thai  the  world  may  A 

lire. 

^H        Then  pcay<!d  she  her  husband  meekifly, 
^H  'jl  rdicf  of  ber  lonj,-^  piteous  pine,* 
^V  ^U"!  he  would  pmy  her  father  specially 

1060 

^^  Jl«i  of  his  majcsiy  he  would  incline 

^^K  Xo  Touch^safc  some  day  with  flim  lo  dine ; 

^■She  pray'd  him  ckc.  he  should^  by  no  way 

^^■XJmo  hcT  father  no  word  of  bcr  say. 

1065 

^^1     Some  men  would  say  huw  that  the  child  Maurice                           ■ 

^^■KhMh  Ibis  messdjfc  unto  this  emperor; 
^^■Bul  as  1  eucss  AM  was  not  so  nice,* 
^^■To  htm  iliAi  is  so  sovereign  of  honoilr. 

■ 

^■As  he  that  is  of  Christian  folic  the  flow'r, 

1070                            ■ 

^H  Siend  any  child  :  hut  it  is  bet  ■  lo  deem 

1 

^H  He  went  himself,  and  so  it  may  well  seem. 

^H       Thb  emperor  hath  granted  gentlely 

1 

^B^  To  cotDC  lo  dinner  as  he  him  besought : 

^■AwI  wdl  read  I  he  look<5d  busily 

'07S              ■ 

^■KiB|tUs  child,  and  on  his  daughter  ihouglii. 

^H 

^^^■■■■th  lo  his  inn,  and  u  him  ought 

^^■■tafi>f  this  feast  in  every  wise' 

^^^H^^Bofth  at  his  cunning  *  may  suffice. 

^^^^TM  morrow  came,  and  Alia  gan  him  dress, 

1080          ^^B 

^H   Aad  forth  they  ride  in  juy  and  in  gladness  ; 

^K  And  MrhcB  she  saw  her  father  in  the  street 

^K  She  H^t  adown  and  falleth  him  to  feet." 

1 

^^■VUt^-UuIt.    uiRty.     'May  nol—omnot.     *  Saih  i.- 

^^■ti  kntrwn.    •  Mr»-»..m»,     »Ni«-u>i»iK.    'ffci- 

^^^fe-BUser.      *  Cunning— ikiU.     ■  Dnai  —  prepafT 

-h™                  M 

^^■l-MhkiteM. 

^ 

0«t  or  mj  nu  flalR^iai 

The  d^r  go^dkteVl  MI«dM 

These  ^Mtf  fidk  to  diiuwr  been 

In  joy  and  bliss  at  meat  I  let  the 
A  thousand  fold  well  more  than  . 

This  child  Maurice  was  sithen 
Made  by  the  Pope,  and  liv^d  Chi 
To  Christ^s  church^  did  he  great 
But  I  let  all  his  story  passen  by ; 
Of  Custance  is  my  TaJ^  specially 
In  th'  old^  Roman  gest^s*  men  m 
Maurice's  life,  I  bear  it  not  in  mil 

This  King  Alii,  when  he  his  tin 
With  his  Custince,  his  holy  wife  » 
To  England  been  they  come  the  r 
There  as  they  live  in  joy  and  in  qi 
But  little  while  it  lasteth,  I  you  he 
Joy  of  this  world  for  time  will  not 
From  day  to  night  it  changeth  as  i 

Who  liv6d  e'er  in  such  delight  oi 
That  him  ne  moved  either  consci^i 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  some  kin  affra) 
Envy,  or  pride,  or  passion,  or  offen 
I  ne  say  but  for  this  end  this  sente 
That  little  while  in  joy  or  in  pleasi 
Lasteth  the  bliss  of  AUa  with  Cust 

For  Death,  that  taketh  of  high  a 
When  passed  was  a  year,  even  as  1 
Out  of  this  world  this  King  Alii  hi 
For  whom  Custlnr*  h»t^  ^-'^  — 


THE  MAN  OF  LAWS  TALE.  173 

To  Rome  is  come  this  holy  credture, 
And  findeth  there  her  friend^s  whole  and  sound ; 
Now  is  she  scaped  all  her  ^venture:  1 131 

And  when  that  she  her  father  hath  y found 
Oown  on  her  kne^s  falleth  she  to  ground, 
AVeeping  for  tenderness  in  hearth  blith, 
She  berieth^  God  a  hundred  thousand  sith.*        1 135 

In  x-irtne  and  in  holy  alm^s  deed 
They  liven  all,  and  never  asunder  wend ;  * 
Tin  death  departeth  Uiem,  this  life  they  lead: 

And  fareth  now  well, — my  Tale  is  at  an  end 

T^ow  Jesn  Christ,  that  of  his  might  may  send 

Joy  after  woe^  eov^m  us  in  his  grace^ 

And  htqp  vs  afi^  that  be  in  this  place.  1 142 

-pnteth.    <  Sith— times.    *  Wend— depart. 


Sate  on  the  peeu  he  txw  aii 
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In  oM^  day^  of  the  King  Artdu 
Of  which  that  Britons  speaken  g 
^1  was  this  land  fulHIl'd  of  ¥air 
The  Elf-quecn  with  her  joUy  con 
Danc6i  full  oft  in  many  a  greeni 
This  was  the  old  opinion  as  I  re 
I  speak  of  many  hundred  years  : 

For  now  the  greai^  charity  and  ] 
Of  limiters  '  and  other  holy  frere 
That  searchen  every  land  and  e\ 
As  thick  as  mot^  in  the  sub"^  >■ 
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L-ssin;  kilk's,  tiMmbers.  fciichciii!s.  and  bowt-rs, 
'  '         .  ''s.  casil»  high  and  towers. 

"'■^.  shcptfnis, '  and  dairies         iS 
li-Ttbcno  Fabrics  : 
ui  walkcn  was  nn  elf, 
Mii«  ihu  limiicr'  bimsi'lf 
uB(k:nneiil^3  '  and  In  marrawnings, 

^ih  his  ni^iilns  imd  his  holy  things  lo 

n  his  limiUtLiin.' 
tt-tpay  nuw  go  safely  up  and  down. 
lalv  and  under  every  tree, 
tnc  olhcr  Incubus  but  he, 
itMill  do  ihcm  no  dishomiut.  :> 

"icfcll  it,  tkH  this  King  ArtcSur 
s  hou^c  a  lu^ty  bachelor, 
I  day  camt;  riding  from  riv^r  : 
md  luppcn'd  that,  alone  as  she  was  bi>me, 
ie  saw  a  maiden  walking  him  bcfnrnc,  Y> 

[rbe '  which  maid  he  annn,  maugrc  her  head, 

y  vCTyfuncc'shrewrfdly' misused:' 
fror  which  opprcssiiin  wits  such  clamtiur, 
h  pursuit  umo  the  King  Artilur, 
■nM '  was  this  knight  for  lo  be  dead         35 
Ikof  bw,  and  should  have  lost  his  htMti. 
«  such  was.ihe  statute  tho) ' 
jFlhe  queen  and  other  ladies  mo 
JtFpiayMcn  the  king  of  grace,' 
n  be  his  life  him  granted  in  the  place.  40 

Aad  gan  lum  to  the  queen,  all  at  her  will 
To  choose  whether  she  would  him  save  or  spill.'" 

The  queen^  ihank'th  the  king  with  all  her  might ; 
Antl  after  ibis  thus  spake  she  to  the  knighi, 
When  (hat  she  saw  her  time  upon  a  day.  4J 

'Thou  «UDdes(  yet  (quod  she)  in  such  array. 
Th«i  (rf  ihy  life  yet  hast  thou  not  suret/ ; 
1  naiir  thee  life  if  thou  canst  tellcn  mc 
[  Wiim  thing  is  it  that  women  most  desircn  : 

re,  and  keep  ihy  nccki  bone  from  iron.  50 


]  dittrid. 


milert— bfggUiE 

nner       Stt  matt 

•  Shfcwedllr- 


And  tak\h  hii  lesfc^  lad 

tie  iccMiin  cfar  bowib  •wi  i 
Where  as  he  h<^>etti  for  to  findc 

To  leamen  what  thing  women  k 
But  he  ne  could  arriven  in  no  cc 
Where  as  he  mightd  find  in  this 
Two  creatures  according  in  fere/ 
Some  saiden  women  loven  best  r 
Some  saiden'  hondur,  some  saide 
Some  rich  array,  some  saiden  '  h 
And  oft  time  to  be  widow*  and  to 

Some  saiden  that  we  be  in  hea 
When  that  we  be  yflatter'd  and  yi 
He  go'th  full  nigh  the  soth,^  I  wil 
A  man  shall  win  us  best  with  flati 
And  with  attendance  and  with  bu 
Be  we  ylim^  •  both^  more  arid  le 

And  some  men  saiden  that  we  1 
For  to  be  free,  and  do  right  as  us 
And  that  no  man  reprove  us  of  ou 
But  say  that  we  be  wise  and  nothii 
For  tru^ly  there  nis  none  of  us  all 
If  any  wight  will  claw  us  on  the  e: 
That  we  nlll  kick  for  that  he  saiui 
Essay,  and  he  shall  find  it  that  so 
For  be  we  ne'er  so  vicious  within, 
We  will  be  holden  wise  and  clean 

And  some  saiden  that  great  deli 
For  to  be  holden  stable  and  eke  s< 
And  in  nn#»  T*..*-*^- — •--    "" 


I 
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it  that  ule  is  not  wonh  a  rak<J-siele.' 
£  we  wromcn  connen  nothing  hcle,' 
3S  on  Midus;   will  ye  hear  the  Tale? 
^y»d,  omongi^s  other  thit^^  smaJe,' 
_  wu,  Midas  hiid  under  his  long^  hairs 
I  Spring  upon  his  head  two  ass's  ears, 
I  rS  *'**'<'^  v'l^c  '■=  hid,  as  he  bestd  might, 
I  S^  *«btlely  from  every  tnann^s  sight, 
1   u    1*  *■**  l*'*  *'**'  'here  wist '  ofit  no  mo; 
H*  wVd  her  most,  und  trusted  her  also ; 
n*  Ptayrt  her  ihitt  to  no  creature 
^■^  n'oid*'  tellcn  of  his  disfigure. 
«(fl       *"OTe  hira  Nay,  (or  all  the  world  to  win 
™  tt'oldc  do  that  villainy  or  sin, 
•?  **^kc  her  husband  have  so  fotil  a  name; 
S~*  ^ould  not  tell  il  for  ber  owen  shame. 
Ttt.  '^'^Wlcss  her  ihoughi^  that  she  died 
u^*  *he  so  long*  should  a  counsel  hide ; 
1^  tbought  it  swell  so  sore  about  her  heart, 
jiT^  necdfly  some  word  her  must  astnrt ; 
^***  *inor  she  durst  not  tell  it  lo  no  man, 
.f-^Vn  to  a  marais '  fasi^  by  she  ran ; 
.  "^  the  came  iherc  her  hearttf  was  a-fire : 
^d  a*  X  bittern  bumblelh  in  the  mire, 
JV  hid  her  mouth  unto  the  water  down. 

Bcuftay  mc  not,  thou  water,  with  thy  soun, 
VHod  she  :  to  thee  I  icll  it.  and  no  mo, 
Jfy  husband  halh  long  ass's  ear^s  two.' 
"DW  is  my  heart  all  whole,  now  is  it  out, 
I  mighi  ito  longer  keep  it  out  of  doubt." 
Here  may  ye  see,  though  we  a  time  abide. 
Vet  out  it  must ;  we  can  no  counsel  hide. 
The  remnant  of  the  Talc,  if  ye  will  hear, 
Radetb  Ovtd,  and  there  ye  may  it  lerc' 

Thii  knight,  of  which  my  Talc  is  specially, 
WhcB  ttvtl  he  saw  he  might  not  come  thereby, 
nitis  is  la  say,  what  women  loven  most) 
mthin  his  breasi  full  sorrowful  was  his  gliost 
Bui  home  he  go'th,  he  mightd  not  sojiSum  ; 
The  day  was  come  that  homeward  must  he  luin 
And  in  hb  way  it  happen'd  him  to  ride. 
In  all  his  care,  under  a  forest  side, 
Wber«as  he  saw  upon  n  danc^  go 
OfUdica  four-and- twenty,  and  yet  mo. 


'  Win— knew.    '  N'olde 


ThoeoWftikooa*/ 

I  am  but  dead  but  if  that  I  can  a 

What  thing  it  is  that  women  mos 
Could  ye  me  wiss  ^  I  would  quit  \ 
"  Plight  me  thy  truth  here  in  my 
The  next^  thing  that  I  require  of : 
Thou  shalt  it  do,  if  it  be  in  thy  mi 
And  I  will  tell  it  you  ere  it  be  nigl 

"Have  here  my  truths,  quod  th< 

"  Thenn^  quod  she,  I  dare  me  \ 
Thy  life  is  safe,  for  1  will  stand  th( 
Upon  my  life  the  queen  will  say  as 
Let  see  which  is  the  proudest  of  th 
That  weareth  on  a  kerchief  or  a  cai 
That  dare  s^y  nay  of  that  I  shall  y* 
Let  us  go  forth  withouten  lon^^er  sp 

Then  rown^d  she  a  pistel  *  m  his 
And  bade  him  to  be  glad,  and  have 

When  they  been  comen  to  the  co\ 
Said  he  had  held  his  day  as  he  had 
And  ready  was  his  answer,  as  he  sa 
Full  many  a  noble  wife,  and  many  i 
And  many  a  widow,  for  that  they  \h 
(The  queen  herself  sitting  as  a  justf* 
Assembled  been,  his  answer  for  to  k 
.  And  afterward  this  knight  was  bid  2 
To  every  wight  commanded  was  s 
And  that  the  knight  should  tell  in  ai 
What  thinjy  tKof  ^..^-u' — 
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■Myliegrf  Ljid}',  generally,  quod  he, 
Women  dcsiren  to  have  aovereignty. 
A*  mfl  over  iht^  husband  as  Iheir  lave. 
And  for  to  be  in  mastry'  him  above. 
This  Vi  yimr  most  desire,  (hough  ye  me  kill ;         i 
Do  31  you  list,  I  Rm  here  at  your  will." 

In  all  the  cmirl  nc  was  ihere  wife  ne  maid, 
Ne  widow,  that  cnntrdried  that  he  said. 
But  »aid  he  was  worlh'f  to  have  his  life : 

Al»tl  with  that  wonl'up  start  this  o!d^  wife         i 
^\'hich  that  the  knii;ht  saw  sitting  on  the  grten. 
"  Mercy,  quod  she.  my  sovereign  lady  Queen. 
Ere  that  your  court  depart,  as  do  me  right. 
I  lanfhl^  this  nnswifr  unto  this  knight, 
Fnr  which  he  plighted  me  his  truths  there  i 

The  fireirf  thing  I  would  of  him  tequerc 
He  would  it  do,  if  it  lay  in  his  might. 
Before  this  court  then  pray  I  thee.  Sir  Knight, 
Ouod  she.  that  thou  me  take  unto  thy  wife, 
For  well  thou  woi'st '  that  I  have  kept  thy  life  :     i 
If  I  say  falae,  say  nay  upon  thy  fay.'" 

This  knight  answdr'd,  "Alas  and  well-away! 
T  WA1  right  well  that  such  was  my  behest' 
Fnr  Ciodd^  love  as  choose  a  new  request : 
Take  all  my  good,  and  let  my  body  go."  : 

"Kay  then,  quod  she,  1  shr^v*  us  both^  two  : 
For  though  that  1  be  old*,  foul,  and  poor, 
I  n'olde'  for  all  the  metal  or  the  ore 
That  under  earth  is  grave,*  or  li'th  above, 
Kut  if  thy  wife  I  were  and  eke  thy  love."  : 

"My  love  !  quod  he  ;  nay,  my  damnation. 
Ahu!  that  any  of  my  natidn 
Should  ever  so  foully  dtsparag'd  be." 
But  all  for  naught ;  the  end  is  this,  that  he 
Constraini^d  was,  he  ncedfs  must  her  wed. 
And  like  this  old<  wife,  and  go  to  bed. 

Now  wouMen  some  men  say  parivcnture, 
That  for  my  negligence,  I  do  no  cure' 
To  lellen  you  the  joy  and  all  th'  array 
That  at  the  feast^  was  that  ilki! '  day. 

To  which  thing  shortly 


For  privily  he  wedded  her  on  the  n 


•  Gr«ve— «iEr«wn.  li 


I  am  ilie idddTouit  wv€d iiaaij 
And  oen^  yet  did  I  von  nete  VB 
Why  fare  ye  thus  witn  me  this  fir. 
Ye  faren  like  a  man  had  lost  his  \ 
What  is  my  guilt  ?  for  Goddds  lo\ 
And  it  shall  be  amended  if  1  may. 

"  Amended  !  quod  this  knight,  j 
It  will  not  be  amended  never  mo; 
Thou  art  so  loathly,  and  so  old  alst 
And  thereto  comen  of  so  low  a  kin 
That  little  wonder  is,  though  I  wall 
So  would^  God  my  hearth  would^  1 

'Ms  this,  quod  she,  the  cause  of '. 

"  Yea  certainly,  quod  he,  no  won 

"  No^  Sir,  quod  she,  I  could  amt 
If  that  me  list,  ere  it  were  day^s  thi 
So,  well  ye  mighten  bear  you  unto  i 

**  But  for  ye  speaken  of  such  gentJ 
As  is  descended  out  of  old  richess, 
That  therefore  shullen  ye  be  gentlen 
Such  arrogancd  is  not  worth  a  hen. 

"  Look  who  that  is  most  virtuous 
Privy  and  apdrt,^  and  most  intendet 
To  do  the  gentle  deed^s  that  he  can 
And  take  him  for  the  greatest  gentU 
Christ  will'  we  claim  of  him  our  ger 
Not  of  our  elders'  for  their  old  richc 
For  though  they  ^ve  us  all  their  hei 
For  which  we  claim  to  be  of  hi^h  vs 
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Thai  made  ihem  gentlemen  call^  to  be, 
And  bade  u»  foUowcn  them  in  such  degree. 

*•  Well  can  the  wisi  poet  of  Florence. 
TbM  highi^  Dnnt,  speaken  of  this  sentence  ■ 
La,  in  tuch  manner  rime  is  Uanie's  talc : 

"  Full  Kid'  up  riseth  by  his  branches  smalc 
Pnwdss  of  man,  for  God  of  his  goodness 
WiH'  thai  we  claim  »f  him  our  gentleness; 
I'or  of  our  elders'  mny  we  nothing  claim  'i 

Elw  lonporai  thing,  that  man  may  hurt  and  main^ 

**  Eke  every  wight  wot  this  as  well  as  I, 
If  gcmtcncss  were  planted  naturally 
Umo  A  certain  lin'agc  down  ihc  line. 
Privy'  and  aprfrt,'  then  would  they  never  fine'       2 
To  do  of  gentleness  the  fair  ofTfce  : 
They  mighten '  do  no  villainy  or  vice. 

"Titke  lire,  and  bear  it  into  the  darkest  house 
Betwixt  thia  And  the  Mount  of  Caucasus, 
A»d  let  men  shut  the  door^s,  and  go  theonc,*        2 
Yet  will  (he  fire  as  fairri  lie  and  brcnnc' 
As  twenty  thousand  men  might  it  behold ; 
His  ofRce  natural  aye  will  it  hold, 


It  not  annexed  to  possessiiin, 

Sncc  folk  nc  do  ificlr  operation 

Alway,  OS  doth  the  tire,  lo,  in  bis  kind  r'° 

For  Cod  it  wot,  men  may  full  often  find 

A  lordfc  son  do  shame  and  vilkiny. 

And  he  that  will  have  price"  of  his  gert'r^," 

For"  he  was  boren'*  of  a  gentle  house, 

And  had  his  elders  noble  and  virtuous. 

And  will  himsclven  do  no  genllc  deed^s, 

Xe  CciUow  his  gentle  ancestry  that  dead  is. 

He  is  not  gentle  be  he  tlukc  or  earl. 

For  TiDain's  sinful  deedjs  make  a  churl  :'* 

For  gentleness  is  but  the  rcntimcc  " 

Of  tlune  ancdstors  for  their  high  bounty. 

Which  is  a  strjngd  thing  to  thy  persdn  ; 

Thy  B*"tlenc5»  cometh  from  God  alone ; 

Tlcn  cootcih  our  very  gentleness  of  grace; 

It  vas  no  thing  bequcath'd  us  with  our  place. 


•  Gen  lefjr—gaili  lily,  high 


To  Hven  vimnwriy  and  iwim 
**  And  there  as  ye  of  povert' 

The  high^  God,  on  whom  that 
In  wilful  povert'  chose  to  lead 
And  certcs  ever>'  man,  maiden, 
May  understand  that  Jesus  hei 
Ne  would  not  choose  a  vici6us 
"  Glad  povert'  is  an  honest  thii 
This  will  Senec*  and  other  clerl 
Who  so  that  halt^  him  paid  of . 
I  hold  him  rich,  all  had  he  not 
He  that  cov^teth  is  a  poor^  wig 
For  he  would  have  that  is  not  ir 
But  he  that  naught  hath,  ne  cov 
Is  rich,  although  ye  hold  him  bii 
Very  povert'  is  sinn^  properly. 

"Juvenal  saith  of  povert'  mcrr 
The  poord  man  when  he  go'th  b) 
Before  the  thieves  he  may  sing  a 
Povert'  is  hateful  good ;  and,  as  1 
A  full  great  bringer  out  of  busine 
A  great  amender  eke  of  sapience 
To  him  that  taketh  it  in  patience 
Povert'  is  this,  although  it  seem  ( 
Possessidn  that  no  wight  will  ch£ 
Povert'  full  often,  when  a  man  is 
Maketh  his  God  and  eke  himseli 
Povert'  a  spectacle  is,  as  thinketl 
Through  which  he  mav  i*:-  - 


'^ffE  IVIFE  OF  BATH'S  TALE.         183 

-^*  In  DO  book,  ye  gentles  of  honiSur 

Jfj  ihai  nwn  should  an  oidd  wight  hondur. 

V*^  clepe' him  Father,  for  your  gentleness;        355 

^^  autnms  shall  I  iinclc^n,  as  I  guess. 

^n   ^o*  there  ye  sny  that  1  am  foul  and  old, 

l.'>*n  ilread  re  not  to  be  -i  cokdwold; 

I*f  flth.  and  eld '  also,  (so  may  I  the,)' 

~*gnal<  Hrardens  upon  chastity.  360 

J*WBMhfle*s,  since  I  know  your  delight, 

'  ^1  fulfil  your  worldly  appetite. 

"(Jboose  now  fquod  she)  one  of  these  thingi!»iway. 
To  have  me  foul  and  old  till  that  1  dcy,< 
Afld  be  to  you  n  tnirf  humble  wife,  3G; 

And  never  you  displease  in  all  my  life ; 
OrelUs  will  ye  have  me  young  and  fair, 
AikJ  take  your  Iventurc  of  the  repair' 
That  shall  be  to  your  house  because  of  me  ? 

Now  choose  yoursclven  whether  that  you  likcth."  370 
This  knight  aviscth  him.'  and  sor^  siketh, 

Bu  ai  the  last  he  said  in  this  mann^re : 
"  My  lady  and  my  love,  and  wife  so  dear, 

I  put  mc  in  your  wisd  governance, 

Cboosetb  yourself  which  may  be  most  pleasdncc  37; 

And  most  hondur  to  you  and  me  also; 

I  do  no  force'  the  whether  of  the  two; 

For  as  you  likcth.  it  sutficeih  me," 
•■  Then  have  I  got  the  mastery,  quod  she. 

Since  1  may  choose  and  govern  as  me  Icsi."'       380 

"  Yea  cen^s,  wife,  quod  he,  I  hold  it  besL" 

"  Kits  me,  quod  she,  we  be  no  longer  wroth, 

Tiw  by  my  trutli  I  will  be  to  you  buth  ; 

This  is  to  say,  yea,  bolh^  fair  and  good. 

I  pray  lo  God  that  I  may  starvcn  wood*  385 

Bui  I  to  you  be  all  so  good  and  true 

Ai  e'er  was  wife  since  that  the  world  was  new. 


Ai  any  L-idy,  emoc 
Tlun  is  betwixt  the  east  and  eke  the  west.  390 

Do  witb  my  life  and  death  right  as  you  lest' 
CaM  op  the  curtain,  look  how  that  it  is." 
Aad'when  ilie  knight  saw  verily  all  this, 

y  trWft  -laH.      ■  Ekl— old   nee.     ■  So   miy  I   the— to  may  I 
'  Lc5l — picaseth. 


'  D»y — die.     '  Rpp«if— ihe  thronging. 
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No  nlhin's  wartl*  as  yet  to  him  spake  he; 

B«t  at  ihe  last  he  said  unto  the  Wife,  ; 

'  Dun^,  quod  he,  God  give  you  right  good  life, 

Vc  Imvc  here  touched,  (all  so  may  1  the,)' 

In  fChool  maiterc  a  full  great  difficulty; 

Ye  luvc  uid  muchcl  thing  right  well  1  say : 

But,  Uame,  here  as  wc  riden  by  the  way  lo 

L's  iie«deth  not  to  speaken,  but  of  game, 

And  let*  auOiorjties,  in  Godd^s  name. 

To  prcachiiiv  and  to  school  eke  of  clergy. 

"  But  if  it  like  unto  ihis  company 
I  will  you  of  a  Som'nour  tell  a  game ;  I ; 

Paidic  ye  may  well  knowen  by  tlie  name 
That  of  a  Som'nour  may  no  good  be  said  ; 
I  pray  that  none  of  you  be  evil  apaid  :' 
A  Scmpnuui  is  a  runner  up  and  down 
With  oiand^ments'  for  fomicalttfn,  lo 

And  is  ybeal  at  every  town^s  end." 

Then  spake  our  Host,  "  Ah,  Sir,  yc  should  be  hcnd ' 
And  courteous  hs  a  man  of  your  estate, 
In  company  wc  will  have  no  debate  : 
Tctlcth  your  Talc,  and  let  the  Som'nour  be."  2j 

"Nay,  quod  ilie  Som'nour,  let  him  say  by  me 
Wliat  so  hull  list;   when  it  comclh  to  my  lot 
By  '  Heaven '  1  shall  him  quitcn  every  groal ; 
I  ihall  him  icllcn  what  a  great  honour 
It  ik  lo  be  a  flattering  limiter,  30 

And  ckc  of  many  another  manner  crime, 
Which  needetb  not  rchearsen  at  this  time. 
And  bis  office  1  shall  him  tell  ywis."* 
Our  Host*  answer'd,  "  Peace,  no  more  of  this." 
And  sficrward  he  said  unto  the  Frtfrc,  3S 

U  forth  your  Talc,  mine  owen  master  dear." 


jurinKkxik.  •  Honesty— good 
.  _._[!  UFonl.  'So  muy  1  Ihe — so 
•  Evil  apoid— diualisfied.    '  Mande- 


[i>UlfaiIn'« 


Sum.    •Ilend-dvil 


^ 


S"i«vS,"si"'"^*-' 
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3f  any  person  would  upon  [hem  plain' 

There  might  AUnn  them  no  pecunial  pain.''  50 

If  unidlf  lilhifs  .ind  smnll  uflcring 
He  nv*dc  ihc  people  piteous ly  lu  sing, 
For  rrc  the  bishop  hent'  iticva  with  his  <:rook. 
Tbcf  vercn  in  the  arch ddea con's  book; 
Tbcn  bail  he  through  his  jurisdictitSn  5j 

Vower  W  do  tin  them  correclnin, 

He  lud  a  Suin'nour  ready  10  his  hand, 
A  tbcr  iHjy  w4«  nunc  in  Knglrland  ; 
For  Kibtkly  he  h^d  his  cspiaille* 
Tlui  laueht  him  well  where  it  might  nught  avail.   60 
>le  coucW  jpare  '  a  libertine  '  or  two 
To  trachcn  thcin  lo  four-and-lwcnty  mo : 
Far,  though  this  Som^ur  wood'  be  ai  a  hare. 
To  idl  bis  ■  villamy*  I  will  nol  spare. 
For  wc  be  out  nl  thur  correcliiiii,  65 

Tbry  have  uf  us  no  jurisdiccidn, 
N«  never  thall  havo,  term*  of  all  iheir  lives, 

•  #  •  •  • 

•This  fiiW  thief;  this  Som'nour,  quod  the  Fr6-e, 

Mis  RiAster  knew  not  alnay  what  he  wan. 
Withouten  mandiJment'  a  lewi*d'  man  70 

He  CouJ^  sumni'n  up '  pain  of  Christies  curse, 
AdJ  liiev  weTv  inly  glaa  to  fill  his  purse. 
And  nvtkcn  him  gre.it  fcjstfs  at  the  nale.'" 
And  right  as  Judls  haddc^  purses  smalc," 
And  was  a  thief,  right  such  a  thief  was  he;  Ti 

His  nuuicr  had  but  half  his  du^ty. 

And  so  befell  that  on^s  on  a  day 
This  Sum'nuur,  waiting  ever  on  his  prey, 
Rode  funh  to  summ'n  a  widow*  an  old  ribihc," 
Fdgnuig  a  cause,  fur  he  would  have  a  bribe :         80 

Ui»— <t>nipUin.      'Thrre  miBhl  «stnil,  *e.— ih*y  wctp  rc- 

TU  nnniiiiii7  Wwljl«.    '  Hwl— laughl.     *  Espiaille— 

' U'ootI— nud.     •Tcrmof,  *ft— to  the  mdof  ilitir 

ndrmrnl— maiulale.     *  Leweil — unlettered,    ignorant 

.     "  Nile— ilelioiue.  Srt  unit.     "  Stnalc— 

luslcnl  intinimcni :  ptvbftbly  appUtd  on  uc- 


k  BdA. )    Tbe  akhooH.  P.  P.  f«i.  3a.  I1, ; 
And  than  ^m  mhrf  and  longt  al  lit  noli 
frabably  ■  MnvpUcm  atalitn  *U.  —  Tjr. 


To  Mfta,  tor  to  niaea  op  a 
That  loageth  to  my  lonlei  doit) 

**  Ah  I  art  thou  then  a  bailiff?  " 
(He  durst^  not  for  very  filth  and 
Say  that  he  was  a  Som^nour  for  t 

"  De  par  dieux^  quod  this  yeon 
Thou  art  a  bailiff,  and  I  am  anotl 
I  am  unknowen  as  in  this  country 
Of  thine  acquaintance  I  will  pray< 
And  eke  of  brotherhood,  if  that  th 
I  have  gold  and  silver  lying  in  my 
If  that  thee  hap  to  come  in  to  our 
All  shall  be  thine,  right  as  thou  wii 

"  Grand  mercy ^  quod  this  Som*n« 
Evereach  in  other's  hand  his  truths 
For  to  be  swom^  brethren  till  they 
In  dalliance  they  riden  forth  and  pi 

This  Som'nour,  which  that  was  a 
As  full  of  venom  been  these  wariani 
And  ever  enquiring  upon  every  thin 
"  Brother,  quod  he,  where  is  now  y< 
Another  day  if  that  I  should  you  se 

This  yeoman  him  answdrd  in  sofl 
"  Brother,  quod  he,  far  in  the  north 
Whereas  I  hope  sometime  I  shall  tl 
Ere  we  depart  I  shall  thee  so  well  > 
That  of  mme  house  ne  shalt  thou  n< 

"  Now  brother,  quod  this  Som'no 
Teach  me,  while  that  w#»  riH«.*  »--  - 


I 

I 
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■*  5^  ""^  brother  tdi  me  how  do  ye."  135 

I    .     -^  *>w  by  my  truths,  brother  mine,  said  he, 

^  '  shall  icllcn  ihcc  a  faithtulTale. 
I    ^  T*^^  ^  ^^  strait  and  eke  full  smale  :' 
j^?  .'**txi  is  hard  to  mc  and  dangerous," 
ij^  tflme  office  is  full  laborious,  130 

y^  ihoffore  by  cxtonUiD  1  live ; 
MT*«th  1  take  all  that  men  will  me  give : 
y^E'>te'  by  sleight^'  or  by  violence 
j  ^*in  year  10  year  1  win  all  my  dispense : 

'^n  no  better  lellen  faithfully."  13S 

I    **  New  cert^s  (i|uod  (his  Som'nour)  so  fare  I ; 
■^\ui  not  to  wlcen.  God  it  wot. 
'^  if  it  be  100  heavy  or  100  hoL 


%j^i  u  «  DC  100  neavy  or  too  not. 
yiwi  I  may  get  in  counsel  privily 
J^omnnncr  conscience  of  that  have  I. 
'J'eit  mine  estortitin  !  mi^t  not  liven." 
^e  of  such  jap^  •  iviU  I  not  be  shriven.' 
Stomach  nor  conscience  know  1  n 


I  rfirew'  these  shriAy  fathers  evereach  one  : 
Well  be  we  met  by  '  Heaven '  and  by  Saiat  Jamc. 
But,  lev^  brother,  tell  me  then  thy  name,"  146 

Qnod  this  Som'niSur.     Right  in  this  meand  while 
This  y«otnan  'gan  a  lillle  for  to  smile. 

"  Brother,  quod  he,  wilt  ihou  that  I  thee  tell  ? 
I  am  a  fiend  ;  my  dwelling  is  in  hell ;  1 50 

And  here  I  ride  about  my  purchasing. 
To  wot  whc'r"  men  will  give  me  any  thing: 
My  purchaK  is  ih'  effect  of  all  my  rent, 
Look  how  thou  ridcst  for  ihc  same  intent  : 
To  winncn  good  thou  reckest '"  never  bow:  155 

Ri|^i  M  fore  I,  for  ridcn  will  I  now 
Uoio  the  worldtfs  end£  for  a  prey." 

"  Ah.'JU'xl  this  Som'nour,  oeHtdicite  !  what  say  ye.' 
I  ween'd  "  ye  were  a  yeoman  tmfly. 
Ye  have  a  manni^s  shape  as  well  as  ( :  160 

Have  ve  then  a  Retire  determinate 
In  hcl^  there  ye  be  in  your  estate  ? " 

"  Nay  certainly,  quod  he,  there  have  we  none. 
But  when  us  likcth  we  can  take  us  one. 
Or  difemake  you  ween  that  we  be  shape  '*  165 

ic  like  a  man,  or  like  an  ape ; 


IL  <  DanjiPTDiu — dillieull,  sparing.  '  Atgalei— 
Khie— Uick.  *  N'ere  mine  eilortion,  Ac— Were  il 
lion.  I  Donld  not  Iivi»,  'Ia|>a— cheats.  '  Shriven 
Sbrcw— cunc.  »  WbtV-whrlher  "  ReckeH— 
"  Wem'd— fucMcd.     "  Sh«pc  — ihapcn,  fomicd. 


Saidi6  *i»t»  fiend.  Bat  aM  dd^ 
The  day  is  ihoity  and  it  ispaai 
And  yet  ne  won  I  nothing  in  th 

I  will  intend  ^  to  winning  if  I  m 
And  not  intend  our  thing^s  to  d 
For,  brother  mine,  thy  wit  is  all 
To  understand,  although  I  told 
But  for*  thou  askest  why  labdur 
For  *  sometime  we  be  Godd^s  in 
And  mean^s  to  do  his  command 
When  that  he  list,  upon  his  credi 
In  divers  acts  and  in  diverse  fig6 
Withouten  him  we  have  no  might 
If  that  he  list '  to  standen  therag: 
And  some  time  at  our  prayer  hav* 
Only  the  body  and  not  the  soul  to 
Witness  on  Job,  whom  that  we  di» 
And  sometime  have  we  might  on  1 
This  is  to  say,  on  soul  and  body  el 
And  sometime  be  we  suffered  for  t 
Upon  a  man,  and  do  his  soul  unre 
And  not  his  body,  and  all  is  for  th 
When  he  withstandeth  our  tempta 
It  is  a  cause  of  his  salvatidn. 
All  be  it  that  it  was  not  our  intent 
He  should  be  safe,  but  that  we  wo 
And  sometime  be  we  servants  untc 
As  to  the  Arch^bishop  Saint  Duns 
And  to  the  apostle,  servant  eke  wa 
"  Yet  tell  me.  mirwi  ♦i*;-  ^      • 


A«4 
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^^^  *po»l  a*  renablj-,'  and  fair,  .ind  well, 
■^^•>ti    **"  ''yt'""'^**  tl'd  Samuel ; 
1  ^  Tci  wiU  4otnc  men  say  ii  was  not  he  : 
t^*^  In  for«  of  your  divinit)'.' 

XV    oftc  thing  warn  1  ihec  ;  1  will  not  Jape  ;  '        313 
tV**u  will  algalds '  wcct '  how  we  be  shape  : 
p'^riu  (halt  bercaflerwnrd,  my  brother  dear, 
p.^^tJit  where  ihet  nccdeth  not  of  me  10  Jere  ;  • 
p.*^»  ibou  shall,  by  thine  own  experience, 
»T^>noe*  in  a  chai^r  red  of  this  sentence  220 

?d '  than  Virytl,  while  he  was  on  live ; 
^r  D<UU  also.     Now  let  us  riden  blivc,' 
^^  1  will  holdcn  company  with  thee 
•"iD  it  be  K)  that  thou  forsake  roe." 
—  ■'  Nay,  nuod  this  Som'nour,  that  shall  ne'er  betide. 
'  am  yciniun,  knowen  is  full  wide  ;  226 

My  uuih.;  will  I  hold,  as  in  this  case ; 
t'or  tiioMgh  thou  were  the  devil  Sathajias, 
^y  inith^  will  i  hold  to  thee,  my  brother, 
\   As  1  have  sworn,  and  each  of  us  to  other,  330 

I   ^«r  10  be  trurf  brrthren  in  this  case. 

And  both  wc  go  aboutcn  our  purchdae. 
I   Take  ihou  thy  pan,  what  that  men  will  thee  give, 
I  And  I  shall  mine,  thus  may  we  both^  live; 
And  if  that  any  of  us  have  more  than  other  235 

Let  btm  be  true,  and  part  it  with  his  brother." 

*•  1  grants,  quod  the  devil,  by  my  fay,""' 
And  with  that  word  they  riden  forth  their  way. 
And  tiijht  at  cnl'ring  of  the  town^s  end 
To  which  this  Som'nour  shope  "  him  for  to  wend," 
Thtfy  saw  a  cart  that  charged  was  with  hay,  241 

Which  (hat  a  carter  drove  forth  on  his  way. 
Deep  was  the  way,  for  which  the  carl£  stood  \ 
The  cuter  sraoie.  and  cried  as  he  were  wood." 
"Heit  Scot  1  hcit  Brok  !  what,  spare  ye  for  the  stones? 
The  fiend  (quod  he)  you  fetchtf  body'  and  bones,  246 
.    A»  farfonhly  as  ever  ye  were  foled, 
So  muchel  woe  as  I  have  with  you  tholed.'* 
The  devil  have  all,  both  horse,  and  carl,  and  hay." 
The  Som'nour  said,  "  Here  shall  wc  have  a  prey ; " 
d  near  the  licnd  he  drew,  as  naught  ne  were,"'  251 
U  privily,  and  rouni!d  "  in  his  ear, 

Bblr — rtatniwtily.  •  1  do  no  force  of.  4c.— 1  hoed  not  your 
.  'Upt- jest  *  AJpiWa— nrvCTibeless,  *Wwl— know, 
-lam.  1  Conne_leam.  •  Bel~beito.  ■  BlivF—biukly. 
"  SHope— prmnreil.  "  Wend— go,  "  Woo<l— 
I— cnduird.  '*  Nought  ne  were — DOlfaing  woe  Ibc 
nid — whispered. 


.-^  .MTw,  quoa  He;  eMv&jen 
And  an  his  haiidiMvoik  bodi  BBO 
That  was  wdl  twtghL*  my  ow€a 
I  pray  God  save  thy  body*  and  S 
Now  is  my  cart  out  of  the  slough 

"  Lo,  brother,  quod  the  fiend,  v 
Here  may  ye  see,  mine  owen  deai 
The  churl  spake  one  thing  but  he 
Let  us  go  forth  abouten  our  voydg 
Here  win  I  nothing  upon  this  carr 

When  that  they  comen  somewh; 
This  Som'nour  to  his  brother  'gan 
**  Brother,  quod  he,  here  wonneth  a 
That  had  almost  as  lief  to  lose  her 
As  for  to  give  a  penny  of  her  good. 
I  will  have  twelve  pence  though  tha 
Or  I  will  summon  her  to  our  office, 
And  yet,  God  wot,  of  her  know  I  nc 
But  for  thou  canst  not  as  in  this  coii 
Winnen  thy  cost,  take  here  example 

This  Som*nour  clappcth  at  the  wii 
"  Come  out,  he  said,  thou  old^  very 
I  trow  **  thou  hast  some  frdre  or  pri 

"Who  clappeth  ?  said  this  wife  ; 
God  save  you,  Sir,  what  is  your  sw€ 

"  I  have,  quod  he,  of  summons  he 
Up  *'  pain  of  cursing,  \ook6  that  the 
To-morrow  before  the  arch^deacon's 
To  answer  to  the  court  of  certain  thi 

"  Now  Lord,  quod  she,  Christ  T#»« 
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So  witeljr  ■  help^  mc  as  I  ne  may  :' 

I  luTc  been  sick,  onH  tbat  full  many  a  day  : 

I  nuf  not  go  so  far  (quod  she)  nor  ride  295 

Dul  I  be  dead,  so  pricKcth  il  in  my  side. 

Ma*  I  not  ask  a  liDcl,  Sir  Som'ndur, 

Am  answer  there  by  my  procfiraior 

Td  suchf  thing  as  men  would  apposen'  me  ?  " 

•*  V«,  quod  the  Som'nour,  pay  anon,  let  see,      300 
Twelve  pence  [o  me,  and  I  will  thee  acquit : 
I  (kail  no  profit  have  thereby  but  lit  )* 
M]r  nuaier  hath  the  profit  and  not  1. 
Cork:  ofl^  and  let  mc  ridcn  hastily; 
Give  mc  Iwdvc  pence,  I  may  no  longer  tarry."     305 

"  Twelve  pence  i  quod  she;  now  Lady  Saint  Mary 
So  wuely'  help  mc  out  of  care  and  sin, 
Tbi»  wid);  world  though  that  I  should  it  win, 
Nc  have  1  not  twelve  pence  within  my  hold. 
Vc  knowen  well  that  I  am  poor  and  old  ;  310 

Kiih  your  almcss'  upon  me  poor^  wretch." 

*■  Nay  then,  quod  he,  the  foultf  fiend  me  fetch 
If  I  thee'  excuse,  though  thou  shouldf^t  be  spilL"' 

"Aias  !  quod  she.  Cod  wot  I  have  no  guilt." 

"  Pay  me.  quod  he,  or  by  the  sweet  Saint  Anne 
A>  I  will  bear  away  thy  ncwi  pan  316 

For  debw!  wtuch  thou  owest  me  of  old." 
»  «  «  •  • 

"Tbou  licst,  quod  she,  by  my  salvaiidn; 


»In 


Sununon'd  unto  your  court  in  all  my  life,  3 

Ne  never  I  was  but  of  my  body  true. 
Unto  the  devil  rough  und  black  of  hue 
Give  1  thy  body  and  my  pan  also." 

Anil  when  the  devil  heard  her  cursen  so 
Upon  her  knees,  he  said  in  this  mannerc;  3 

"Now  Mabily.  my  owen  mother  dear, 
l>  tlus  your  will  in  earnest  that  ye  say  ?" 

"The  devil,  quod  she,  so  fetch  him  ere  he  dej-,' 
And  nan  uid  aU,  but  he  will '  him  repent." 

"  Nav,  old^  stoat,*  that  is  not  mine  intent,         3 
Quod  inis  Som'ntfur,  for  to  repentcn  me 
For  anvlhing  thut  I  have  had  of  thee  : 
I  vtiuld  1  had  thy  '  frock  '  and  every  cloth." 

*•  Now  brother,  quod  the  devil,  be  not  wroth ; 


c  may — am  not  able.  '  Apposen— la; 
'  Kilh  yoiu  almess— manifcii,  show  you 
'  Diy— die.      '  T*ut  hu  olU^unlcu  In 


i  oad  idjiim  iwlhb  Aint 

^UBK  tDft  v09EE'Qb  Ctttllb  flHIA'^nB 

And  of  our  oliier  docton  many 

Such  pein^s  that  your  hearths  n 
Al-be-it  so  that  no  tongue  may  ( 
Though  that  I  might  a  thou  sane 
The  pains  of  thilkd  cursed  hous< 
But  for  to  keep  us  from  that  cur; 
Waketh  and  prayeth*  Jesu  of  his 
So  keep  us  from  the  tempter  Sat 
Hearkeneth  this  word,  beware  as 
The  lion  sit  in  his  await  alway 
To  slay  the  innocent  if  that  he  m 
Disposcth  aye  your  hearths  to  wit 
The  fiend,  that  you  would  maken 
He  may  not  temptcn  you  over  yoi 
For  Christ  will  be  your  champion 
And  praycth  that  this  Som'nour  h 
Of  his  misdeed^s  ere  that  the  devn 

*  Hent— caught.    '  Lcne — grant.   •  Agrise- 
imp.  mood, — watch  and  pray. 


THE  CLERK'S  PROLOGUE. 

"Sir  Oak  of  Oxenford,  our  Hoat^  said. 
Ye  ride  as  still  and  coy  as  dolh  ;■  maid 
Wo*  newf  spousM,  sitting  ai  the  board  ; 
This  day  ne  heard  I  of  jour  tongue  a  word. 
I  now  ye  study  aboulen  some  sophfme ;  ' 
Itui  Solomon  saith  that  every  thing  hath  time. 
For  Goddf  s  sake  as  be  of  better  cheer. 
It  is  no  \vxvt  for  to  studien  here. 
Tell  as  some  merry  Tali  by  your  fay ;  * 
For,  what  man  that  is  entered  in  a  play, 
He  rteed^s  must  unto  the  play  assenL 
Bui  preacheth  not,  as  friars  do  in  Lent, 
To  m^ke  us  for  our  old^  sinnis  weep  ; 
Xc  that  thy  Tali<  make  us  not  to  sleep. 

"  Tell  us  some  merry  thing  of  ^ventures; 
Your  lermifs.  your  colrturs,  and  your  fifiircs, 
Ktep  ihem  in  stori*  till  so  be  y*  endite 
Htgn  style,  as  when  that  men  to  kingds  write. 
Speakcth  so  plain  at  this  lime,  1  you  pray, 
Toat  wc  may  understandcn  what  ye  say." 

This  worthy  Clerk  benignly  answir'd : 
"  Hostd,  quod  he.  I  am  under  your  yard.* 
Ye  have  of  us  as  now  the  governance. 
And  therefore  would  I  do  you  ob^sance, 
As  far  as  reason  asketh  hardily  :* 
I  will  you  tell  a  Talf  which  that  I 
LeamM  at  Padow^  of  a  worthy  clerk, 
As  proved  hy  his  wordis  and  his  work ; 
He  IS  now  dead  and  naildd  in  his  chest. 
1  pray  to  God  so  give  his  souM  rest. 


,  Wm  anH  tfamttd.^  \\  has  been  obscrveil  i 
«roB  *a.  Boy.  IVvtOgiu.  thai  Chancer  frequently  omiu  i 
tnnlns  prenuan  before  liii  verts  t  the  instiniss  ihere  du 
ct  psioTul  prDninmi,  In  this  lin«.  and  in  ihe  Canon'i  K 
/>>/.  tj.  the  rdaOve  nfo  o  (ntuil  is  amiltcd  In  Ihc  lainc  i 


1  say  dui  lint  Im  wk^ 

(Eie  be  dM  bo4y  of  Us 

A  proem,  in  the  which  describet 

Piedmont,  and  of  Saluc^s'  the  c( 
And  speaketh  of  Apenine  the  hil 
That  be  the  bound^s  of  west  Lur 
And  of  Mount  Vesulus  in  special 
Where  as  the  Po  out  of  a  welld' : 
Taketh  his  firsts  springing  and  hi: 
That  eastward  aye  increaseth  in  1 
To  Emfly  ward,  to  Ferrare  and  V 
The  which  a  long^  thing  were  to  c 
And  tru^ly,  as  to  my  judgement, 
Me  thinkcth  it  a  thing  impertineni 
Save  that  he  will  conveyen  his  mal 
But  this  is  the  Tale,  which  that  ye 

'  Highte — ^was  called.      '  Saluces — Saluzso 


V.  34.  LinianJ^  Or  Lignan.  The  person  m 
lawyer,  and  made  a  great  noise  (as  we  say)  ir 
not,  however,  a  mere  lawyer ;  Chaucer  speaks 
also  in  philosophy  \  and  so  does  his  epitaph,  ap 

•  *  •  « 

Gloria  Lignani^  titulo  decoratus  uti 
Legibus  et  sacro  Canone  dives  erat. 
Alter  Aristoteles.  Hi|>pocras  erat  et 

In  the  printed  epitaph  he  Is  said  to  have  died  in 

— Tyr. 

V.  40.   The  Story  of  Gnseida—ymtien  by 
favourite  of  his  beloved  fiiend,  Petrarca. 
V.  CT     TV.  «•-•' 


And  far  Id  bMric  *"*<^  bnnt^^ 
Wdl  wJiflniH  ouMTtrnte  Ht  te  I 
And  eke  he  n'old^  (and  that  was 
Wedden  no  wife  for  aught  that  n 

Only  that  point  his  people  ban 
That  flockmel*  on  a  day  to  him  t 
And  one  of  them,  that  wisest  wa* 
(Or  ell^s®  that  the  lord  would  bes 
That  he  should  tell  him  what  the 
Or  ell^s  could  he  well  show  such 
He  to  the  marquis  said  as  ye  shal 

"  O  noble  Marquis  !  your  huma 
Assureth  us  and  givcth  us  hardine 
As  oft  as  time  is  of  necessity 
That  we  to  you  may  tell  our  heavi 
Accepteth,  Lord,  then  of  your  gent 
That  we  with  piteous  heart  unto  yc 
And  let  your  eards  not  my  voice  di; 

"All*  have  I  not  to  do  in  this  m. 
More  than  another  man  hath  in  thi 
Yet  for  as  much  as  ye,  my  Lord  so 
Have  alway  showed  me  favour  and 
I  dare  the  better  ask  of  you  a  spao 
Of  audience  to  showen  our  request, 
And  ye,  my  Lord,  to  do  right  as  yo 

"  For  certds,  Lord,  so  well  us  lik« 
And  all  your  work,  and  e*er  have  d« 
Ne  coulden  not  ourself  deviscn  ho¥ 
We  mightcn  live  in  more  felicity. 
Save  one  t^***"  "^ ' 


THE  CLERK'S  TALE. 

^Bbweth  your  neck^  under  the  blissful  yoke 
''f  Miv^reignty,  juid  noi  of  service, 
JHiicb  that  nien  cicpcn  Kpousaite  or  Wedlock  :    115 
ad  tbinkctli.  Lord,  among  your  thouglui^s  wise, 
[ow  itutt  our  dayifs  pass  in  sundty  wise  ; 
er  though  we  sleep,  or  wake,  or  roam,  or  ride, 
^c  ftc'ih  the  time,  ii  will  no  man  abide. 

"  And  though  your  greeni  youths  flow'r  as  yet,  120 
D  crccpeib  age  aiwny  as  stiU  as  sionc, 
ind  dcith  meraceih  every  age,  and  smit ' 
B  mdi  cftate.  for  Ihcrc  escapelh  none ; 
Uid  all  so  certain  as  we  know  each  one 

X  wc  shall  (lie,  as  uncertain  we  all  125 

e  trf  that  day  when  death  shall  on  us  fall. 
^^^  Atticptcth  then  of  us  ihe  irue  intent, 
rhat  never  yet  refuscdcn  your  best,' 
"    1  we  will.  Lord,  if  that  ye  will  assent, 

■ose  you  a  wife  in  short  time  at  the  mcsi'         130 
D  of  the  fcntilesi  and  of  the  best 
Dfall  this  Land,  so  that  it  oughi<^  seem 
HottdUTio  God  and  you,  as  wc  can  deem. 
•■  DcBver  us  out  of  all  this  busy  drcde,* 
And  take  a  wife  for  high^  Godd^s  sake;  135 

Tor  if  it  so  befell,  as  God  forbid, 
That  through  your  death  your  lineage  should  slake, 
And  that  a  Strang^  sdccessor  should  take 
Your  heritage,  OI  woe  were  us  on  live;' 
Wherefore  we  pray  you  hastily  In  wive."  140 

Their  mech^  prayer  and  their  pUeous  cheer 
Mad^  die  marquis  for  to  have  pii_^. 
•■  Ye  will,  quod  he,  mine  owcn  people  dear, 
To  that  I  ne'er  ere  thought,  constraincn  me  : 
I  me  reioicdd  of  my  liberty,  145 

Tlial  seldom  lime  is  found  in  marriage; 
Theiie*  I  was  free.  I  musti!  be  in  servage. 
"  But  natlii^lcss  I  see  your  true  intent, 
And  trust  upon  your  wit,  and  have  done  aye: 
Wherefore  of  my  free  will  1  will  assent  1 50 

To  weddcn  me  as  soon  as  ever'  I  may : 
But  there'  as  ye  have  prolfer'd  me  to-day 
~     *  me  a  wife,  I  you  release 

i,  and  pray  you  of  that  proffer  cease. 


That  «biU;'w%  dMt  1 1^ 
To  wonliqp  faiVf  wUle  fhst  faiv  1 

In  word  and  woik  both  here  and 
As  she  an  emperor^s  daughter  \ 

"And  farthcrmore  this  shall  yt 
Against  my  choice  shall  never  gi 
For  since  I  shall  forego  my  hberl 
At  your  request,  as  ever  may  I  th 
There  as  mine  heart  is  set  there  > 
And,  but*  ye  will  assent  in  such  n 
I  pray  you  speak  no  more  of  this 

With  heartly  will  they  sworcn  a 
To  all  this  thing,  there  said  not  on 
Beseeching  him  of  gprace,  ere  that 
That  he  would  granten  them  a  cen 
Of  his  spousal  as  soon  as  ever*  he  i 
For  yet  alway  the  people  somewha; 
Lest  that  this  marquis  would^  no  vi 

He  granted  them  a  day,  such  as 
On  which  he  would  be  wedded  siki 
And  said  he  did  all  this  at  their  rec 
And  they  with  humble  heart  full  bt 
Kneeling  upon  their  knees  full  reve 
Him  thanken  all :  and  thus  they  ha 
Of  their  intent,  and  home  again  th( 

And  hereupon  he  to  his  officers 
Commandeth  for  the  feast^  to  purv 
And  to  his  privy  knightcs  and  squi( 
Such  charge  he  gave  as  he  lest*  ^^^ 
And  thev*/^  *-*- 


f  CLERfCS   TALE. 
Para  Se<«nda. 
Nonght  &r  from  ihilktf'  palace  honourihle, 
'"    It  as  Uiis  marquis  shopt'  his  manilge, 

e  stood  a  Iborp,'  of  sit^  delectiblc, 
n  which  that  poorf  folk  of  that  villdgc  200 

laddcn  ihcir  bcasi^s  and  iheir  h.irbourgage,* 
J)d  of  dicir  laliour  take  their  sustenance, 
r  thitt*  ih'  carthi!  gave  ihem  dbundancc. 
.   mone  this  poor6  f^k  there  dwelt  a  man 
Itich  that  was  huldcn  poorest  of  them  all,  205 

t  higb^  God  sometime  sendcn  can 
s  grace  unto  a  little  ox's  stall  \ 
'a,  men  of  tliat  Iborp  him  call : 
jhtcr  had  he  fair  enough  to  sight, 
A  Crisildis  this  young*  maiden  highi.  210 

~  iX  for  10  speak  of  virtuous  beauty, 

n  was  she  one  the  fairest  under  sun. 
1)  poorily  yfostered  up  was  she  ; 
I  likerous*  lusl  was  in  her  heart  jTun  : 
II  ofter  ofthc  well  than  of  the  lun  2r5 

e  dr^ink  ;  and  for'  she  would*  virtue  please, 
c  knew  well  labour  but  no  idle  ease. 
n  though  this  maiden  tender  were  of  age, 
n  ihc  breast  of  her  virginity 
was  enclosed  sad  *  and  ripe  courdge,  230 

n  great  reverence  and  charity 
Id^  poor*  father  foster'd  she  : 
V  «hccp  spinninc.on  the  lield  she  kept ; 
I  Sbc  would*  not  be  jalc  till  she  slept. 

And  when  she  homeward  came  she  would^  bring 
I  "Won***  and  other  herb*s  tim*s  oft,  226 

m  The  which  she  shred  and  seeth'd  for  her  living, 
f  And  made  her  bed  full  hard  and  nothing  soft ; 

A  aye  she  kept  her  father's  life  on  loft '" 
I  Wilk  every  obeisance  and  diligence  230 

f  That  child  may  do  to  father's  reverence. 
Upon  Grisild',  this  poor*  credturv, 
Full  oAcn  sith"  this  marquis  set  his  eye, 
Ai  he  on  hunting-rode  pariventure ; 
And  when  it  fell  that  he  might  her  espy  235 

,  He  not  with  wanton  looking  of  folly 
LHb  eyen  cast  on  her,  but  in  sad'  wise 
[Upon  her  cheer'*  he  would  him  oft  avise  ; " 

-thill  Mine.      '  Phope  —  pieparfd.      '  Thorp— i-iilngc. 
9CC— dwiHUni;.     '  Mer  ihai— ut— ' *  '  ■' 


"  Artie— eonslder. 


And  widcni  ivImb  tnibjiiiM  b 
*<  WQl  not  our  lord  TCt  ksve  Uj 

Win  he  not  wed  ?  Alas;  alas  the 
Why  will  he  thus  himself  and  us 

But  nathdless  this  marquis  ha; 
Of  gemmds  set  in  gold  and  in  az 
Brooches  and  ringds,  for  Grisildi 
And  of  her  clothing  took  he  the  i 
Of  a  maiden  like  unto  her  statur 
And  eke  of  other  ornamentds  all 
That  unto  such  a  wedding  shoulc 

The  time  of  undem  of  the  sam< 
Approacheth  that  this  wedding  si 
And  all  the  palace  put  was  in  arri 
Both  hall  and  chambers,  each  in  i 
Houses  of  office  stuffdd  with  pleni 
There  may'st  thou  see  of  dainteoi 
That  may  be  found  as  far  as  laste 

This  royal  marquis  richly  arra) 
Lordds  and  ladies  in  his  company, 
The  which  unto  the  feastd  weren  p 
And  of  his  retinue  the  bach'lery, 
With  many  a  sound  of  sundry  mel 
Unto  the  village  of  the  which  I  to! 
In  this  array  the  rights  way  they  1 

Grisild'  of  this  (God  wot)  full  in 
That  for  her  shapen  was  all  this  ai 
To  fetchen  water  at  a  well  is  went, 
And  cometh  home  as  soon  as  *»'*»»• 


*  CLERICS  TALE. 

marquis  should^  wed,  and  If  she  might 
wouhV  fain  '  have  seen  some  of  that  sighi.     ^i 
She  thought,  "  1  will  with  other  maidens  siond, 
lui  Xm  my  fellows,  in  our  door,  and  see 
be  nurchioness,  and  iherelo  wilt  I  fond  ■ 

home,  as  soon  as  ic  m;iy  be, 
he  Ltbdur  which  that  longeth  unto  me,  :i 

nd  iben  I  may  at  leisure  her  behold. 
she  tliis  way  unto  the  Casllv  hold." 
And  a8  she  wouldf  over  ihi;  thrt-shold  gone, 
be  tiMrquis  came  and  'gaii  tier  for  to  call  ; 
nd  she  set  down  her  water-pot  anon  2( 

esidc  the  threshold  in  an  ox's  stul!, 
nd  down  upon  her  knees  she  'gan  to  fall, 
nd  with  sad'  tountcn.tnce  knevleth  5till, 
■"ill  she  had  heard  what  was  the  lordfs  will. 
This  thoughtful  mart^uis  spake  unto  this  maid  2( 
'ntl  tobcriy,  and  said  in  this  mannere  ; 
Where  is  your  father,  Grlsildis  ? "  he  said. 
id  she  with  reverence  in  humble  chei-r 
Lord,  he  is  already  here." 
she  go'lh  withoutcn  longer  let '  31 

knd  to  the  marquis  she  her  father  fct.' 
He  by  Uic  hand  then  took  this  poori!  man, 
nd  said<(  dius  when  he  him  had  aside  -, 
JuilcaU,  1  neither  may  nor  can 
AKgcr  the  pleasure  of  mine  heartd  hide  ;  3' 

tma  thou  vouch^safe,  what  so  betide; 
daughter  will  i  take,  ere  thai  1  wend, 
far  my  wife  unto  her  livds  end. 
'Thou  lovesl  me,  that  wot  1  well  certitin, 
aft  my  faithful  liegiSman  jborc,  3 

all  that  hketh  mc,  I  dare  well  sain, 
._  liketh  thee,  and  'specially  therefore 
lell  rae  ibat  point  that  I  have  said  before, 
If  thai  ihou  wilt  unto  this  purpose  draw, 
~  D  ukcn  me  as  for  thy  son  in  law  ?  "  3 

This  sudden  osc'  this  man  astonied  so 
Thai  red  be  wax'd,  abash'd.  and  all  quaking 
He  stood  ;  unntthes'  said  he  word^s  mo, 
only  thus :  "  Lord,  quod  he,  my  willing 
1  ye  will,  nor  ag.tinst  your  liking  3 

U  no  thine,  mine  owen  Lord  so  dear; 
Right  as  you  list,  gov^mcih  this  maiicre." 
••Then  will  I,  quod  this  m.trquis  sofi^ly. 
That  in  thy  chamber  I,  and  thou,  and  she, 

*  Lm  -dci 


But  uttedjr  CSrisilais  wonder  mi 

For  never  erst  *  ne  saw  she  sucl 

No  wonder  is  though  that  she 
To  see  so  great  a  guest  come  in 
She  never  was  to  none  such  guei 
For  which  she  lookdd  with  full  p 
But  shortly  forth  this  matter  for  t 
These  are  the  word^s  that  the  ma 
To  this  benign^  very  faithful  mail 

"  Grisild*,  he  said,  ye  shall  well 
It  liketh  to  your  father  and  to  me 
That  I  you  wed,  and  eke  it  may  so 
As  I  suppose,  ye  will  that  it  so  be 
But  these  demand^s  ask  I  first  (qu 
That  since  it  shall  be  done  in  hasty 
Will  ye  assent,  or  ell^s  you  avise  ? ' 

"  I  say  this,  be  ye  ready  with  goc 
To  all  my  lust,®  and  that  I  freely  nn 
As  me  best  thinketh,  do  you  laugh 
And  never  ye  to  grutchen,  night  or 
And  eke  when  I  say  Yea,  ye  say  no 
Neither  by  word  nor  frowning  cour 
Swear  this,  and  here  I  swear  our  il 

Wond'ring  upon  this  thing,  quak 
She  said^  ;  ^'  Lord,  indigne  and  un 
Am  I  to  thilk*  *®  hondur  that  ye  me 
But  as  ye  will  yourself,  right  so  will 
And  here  I  swear  t^*** 


tPS  TALE.  M>5 

-r\i>d  to  the  people  he  s.iid  in  Ihis  mann^re ; 
'*  This  is  mr  wife,  auod  he,  Ihiit  standcth  here  ; 
HoDihunh  her,  ana  loveth  her,  I  pray,  370 

W/Tio  to  me  lovcth  ;  there  n'ls  no  more  to  say." 

And  for'  that  nothing  of  her  otd^  gccr 
Sbe  vbould^  bring  inio  his  house,  he  bade 
'Fh.-it  women  should  dcspnilen  her  riglit  there  ; 
Of  which  these  ladies  wercn  nothing  glad  375 

To  handle'  her  diith^s  whcicin  she  was  clad  : 
But  nathflc»s  this  maiden  bright  of  hue 
From  fool  10  head  they  doch^  have  all  new. 

Her  hJiit^  have  they  tomli'd  thai  lay  untress^d 
Full  rwdi!1y.  and  with  tneir  lingers  small  3S0 

A  corouoe  on  her  head  they  have  ydressdd, 
And  Kt  her  full  of  nouchcs'  great  and  small. 
Of  ber  array  what  should  I  make  a  tnlc .' 
Unnelh'  the  people'  her  knew  for  her  fairness 
When  ihc  imn^mcwM*  was  in  such  richcss.        385 

'ITiis  Ri.irquis  hath  her  gpous^d  with  a  ring 
Brought  for  the  sam£  cause,  and  then  her  set 
U|WQ  ft  horse  snow-white  and  well  ambUng, 
I     And  ID  his  oalace,  ere  he  longer  lei,' 
i       (Wthjo>ful  people  thai  her  led  and  met)  390 

Corni-eyW  her  ;  and  thus  the  day  they  spend 
Iti  revel  till  the  sunn^  'g.in  descend, 

Aod  shortly,  forth  this  Tal^  for  to  chace, 
I  say  that  to  this  newtf  marchioness 
0>d  hath  such  favour  aciil  her  of  his  grace,  395 

Thu  it  nc  scemeth  not  by  likeliness 
Tim  she  was  bom  and  fed  In  rudi^ncss, 

^   K"er--ImBu»«.     •  Nouche*— nn  omiunem  of  dresi     S14  nates 
'  Unnelb — tamely.      '  Tiansmcv 


W 


jh.  fit/  •■/  mnivkfi.]    Thr  common  mdins  is  errAa,  bul  t 
—  '      "  ibr  loading  Qf  Ihr  h«l  MSS.  ju  II  may  poulbJy  uiiM 
llK«n«  lite  moning  otihe  word,      1  observe  too  that 
.11  111,    inWniory  of  Ihc  eflecti  of  H.  V.  Jfir.  fori. 
-  I  '''  liDchts  et  HBueta  dor  gfunlt  de  divers 

TinjSS.— ?>*■. 

>k.  iliBt  HBueht  Is  the  true  wort),  and  ihol 

iri-d  by  ■   comiption  ihe  revene  o(  Ihal 

.iiceO(lnA',»/f,  (I,  73,  liar's  Tnk).     See 

'  '    nod   A'ura,   am!  Schiller,   Gioa.   Teul, 

'  ■  rice  il  appors  thai  Ntatkin.  Teul.  iignifi« 

K'     Aa  tbeM  wetE  some  of  ihc  most  lueful 

il>py  were  prctnUy  loine  of  the  linl  thai 

n  ■.M-1*  ;  by  which  m«uu  the  nnme  by  tlegree* 

:i  riii-iiilcil  (o  u  (o  Include  levenil  olher  urli  of 

imc  lliinfi  mny  ha.n  happcnrd  in  the  aam  of  Ihr  word 

Il  ladMd  wvnu  originally  to   have   been  a  Fnuch 

■Mwk.  — Gtm, 


was  encmatfaiMdi^ 
Of  thrall «  good,  ytet  itt  IMi 
And  to  discreet,  and  ftir  ofa 

So  b^gn,  and  so  digne  of  re\ 
And  could^  so  the  people's  hei 
That  each  her  lov'th  that  look* 

Not  only  of  Saluces  in  the  t( 
Published  was  the  bounty  of  h 
But  eke  beside  in  many  a  reg^d 
If  one  saith  well,  another  saith 
So  spreadeth  of  her  high  bount 
That  men  and  women,  young  a 
Gone  to  Saluces  upon  her  to  be 

Thus  Walter  lowly,  nay  but  r 
Wedded  with  fortiloate  honestet 
In  Goddds  peace  liveth  full  easi. 
At  home,  and  grace  enough  outA 
And  for  *  he  saw  that  under  low 
Was  honest  virtue  hid,  the  peopl 
A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  seen 

Not  only  this  Grisildis  througl 
Could  all  the  feat  •  of  wifely  honr 
But  eke  when  that  the  case  requ 
The  common  profit  could^  she  n 
Th^re  n'as  discord,  rancdur,  or  h 
In  all  the  land  that  she  ne  could 
And  wisely  bring  them  all  in  i\c'< 

Though  that  her  husband  abs< 
If  gentlemen  or  other  of  that  coi 
Were  wroth,  she  would**  v»*^«» — 


c^ — 
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Not  lane€  time  .iftcr  ihat  ihis  Crisild' 
^aa  iredijed,  she  a  daughier  halh  yborc; 
Ul  hud  her  lever''  had  botn  a  fcnav^  child  : ' 
^^        VAA  ihc  marquis  and  his  folk  iherefore;         445 
~or  (bough  a  maiilen  child  come  all  before. 
She  may  oDlo  a  knavd  child '  attain, 
%y  likelihood,  since  she  o'is  not  barren. 

Pars  Trrtia. 
^^  There  fell,  as  it  befaUeth  timi!s  mo, 

When  (hat  Uiis  child  had  suckdd  but  a  throw,*      450 

s  marauis  in  his  hearth  longed  so 
To  tempt  nis  wife,  her  sadness'  for  to  know. 
Thai  he  ne  mi^l  out  of  his  hearth  throw 
This  marwellaus  desire  his  wife  t'  assay  : ' 
Needless.  God  wot.  he  thought  her  to  affray. "       455 

He  had  assayed  her  enough  before. 
And  found  her  ever  good  :  what  needeth  it 

T  for  to  tempt,  and  alway  more  and  more  ? 
'Though  «ome  men  praise  it  for  a  subtle  wit ; 
But  as  for  me,  I  say  that  evil  it  lit '  460 

T  aiMty  a  wife  when  that  it  is  no  need. 
And  putten  her  in  anguish  and  in  drede.* 

For  which  this  marquis  wrought  in  this  mannere  '. 
He  came  a-night,  alone  there  as  she  lay. 
With  Memt!  face  and  with  fuU  troubled  cheer,*     465 
And  saidd  thus ;  "  Grisild',  (quod  he)  that  day 
That  I  you  took  out  of  your  poor  array. 
And  put  you  in  estate  of  high  nobless, 
Ye  have  it  not  forgotten,  as  I  guess  ; 

lay,  Grisild',  this  present  dignity,  470 

Id  which  that  1  have  put  you,  as  I  trow,'" 
Uakcth  you  not  forgetful  for  to  be 
That  I  you  took  in  poor  estate  full  low. 
For  any  weal  ye  must  youtselvcn  know. 
Take  heed  of  every  word  that  I  you  say,  47; 

There  is  no  wight  that  hcar'ih  it  but  we  tway. 

"Ye  wot  yourself  well  how  that  ye  caiiic  here 
Into  this  house,  it  is  not  long  ago : 
And  though  to  me  ye  be  right  hef"  and  dear, 
'  Unto  my  gentles  ye  be  nothing  so  :  480 

They  say,  to  them  it  is  great  shame  and  woe 


I  win  Bui^do  I  taiu*3 

That  ye  to  me  em'hten  in  Al 

Show  now  your  patience  in  yt 
That  ye  me  hight  *  and  swore 
The  day  that  makdd  was  our 

When  she  had  heard  all  thi 
Neither  in  word,  in  cheer,  or  c 
(For  as  it  seemdd  she  was  not 
She  said^  ;  "  Lord,  all  li'th  in 
My  child  and  1  with  heartly*  oi 
Be  your^s  all,  and  ye  may  save 
Your  owen  thing  :  worketh  afte 

"  There  may  no  thing,  so  Go« 
Like  unto  you  that  may  displea: 
Ne  I  desir^  nothing  for  to  have, 
Ne  dreads  for  to  lose,  save  only 
This  will  is  in  my  heart,  and  aye 
No  length  of  time  or  death  may 
Nor  change  my  courage  to  anotl 

Glad  was  this  marquis  for  her 
But  yet  he  feigned  as  he  were  m 
All  dreary  was  his  cheer  ^  and  hi 
When  that  he  should  out  of  the 
Soon  after  this,  a  furlong  way  oi 
He  privily  hath  told  all  his  inten 
Unto  a  man,  and  to  his  wife  hinr 

A  manner  ^  sergeant  was  this  ] 
The  which  he  faithful  often  foun 
In  thing^s  great.  anH  -^^-^  -    ' 
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m,  hr  said,  yc  must  forgive  it  me, 
Tlimigh  I  dn  thing  to  which  I  am  constrained  ; 
Vc  be  so  »i»c,  that  nght  well  knowen  ye 
I~h3t  tardt^  hcslfe'  may  nol  be  yfeign^d; 
Fhey  may  •el!  be  bewailed  and  complainifd,         530 
liut  men  must  tieed^s  to  Iheir  lust '  obey, 
And  vy  wiU  I ;  there  is  no  more  to  say. 

"  Tht(  child  I  am  commanded  for  to  take." 
And  spake  no  more,  but  out  the  child  he  hent* 
X>esa>leousIy,*  and  'gan  a  cheer'  to  make,  535 

As  tnoagh  be  would  have  slain  it  ere  he  went. 
CnstUis  must  all  suffer  and  all  consent ; 
'  as  a  lamb  she  sitieth  meek  and  still, 
lei  this  cnid  sei^cant  do  his  will 

the  diflamc*  of  this  man,  jjo 

his  face;  suspect  his  word  also, 
the  time  in  which  he  this  began  ; 
her  daughter,  thai  she  lovdd  so, 
MTi'd '  he  would  have  siaidn  it  right  tho  ; ' 
lu(  cntbdless  she  neither  wept  nor  sikdd,*  545 

'     '       .ifig  her  to  that  the  marquis  lik^. 
But  at  the  last  to  spcaken  she  began, 
^^^   "  mcek^Ijr  she  to  the  sergeant  pray"!! 
Ro  at  be  was  '"  a  worthy  gentleman) 
Slut  she  might  kiss  her  child  ere  that  it  died  ;      550 
laid 
bUss, 
lotWd  it,  and  after  'gan  il  kiss. 
And  thus  she  said  in  her  benign^  voice : 
Farewell,  my  child,  t  shall  thee  never  see.  55  j 

hit  since  I  have  ihcc  marked  with  the  cross, 
thllk^  father  yblessM  may'st  thou  be, 
for  us  died  upon  a  cross  of  tree. 
D7  wmM,  little  child,  1  him  betake," 
ot  this  night  shall  thou  dicn  for  my  sake."  560 

I  trow"  that  to  a  nourice"  in  this  case 
It  had  been  hard  this  nithd  "  for  to  see  1 

_  ighl  a  mother  then  have  cried  Alas ! 
3nt  nalh<!less  so  sad  steadfast  was  she, 
Thai  the  endurdd  all  adversity.  565 

lAad  ts  tbe  sergeant  meek^ly  she  said, 
*""■      '        again  your  lillle  young<  maid. 

Jcsirc      '  Hcnl— look.      •  Dra- 

Cnper— dcmanoui.     '  nilSime 

'tend— thoughl.     •  Tho— then,    '  Siknl— 

though  he  had  br«i.     "  Bannr— lap. 
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''  Go  now  (quod  she)  and  do  my  lord^s  best : 
And  one  thing  would  I  pray  you  of  your  grace, 
But  if  my  lord  forbade  you  at  the  least,' 
Bury  this  little  body  in  some  place 
That  beast^s  ne  no  bridd^s  it  to-race."  * 
But  he  no  word  to  that  purpose  would  say, 
But  took  the  child,  and  went  upon  his  way. 

This  sergeant  came  unto  his  lord  again. 
And  of  Grisilda*s  word^s  and  her  cheer 
He  told  him  point  for  point,  in  short  and  plain. 
And  him  presented  with  his  daughter  dear. 
Somewhat  this  lord  hath  ruth  in  his  mann^. 
But  nath^less  his  purpose  held  he  still,  5< 

As  lord^s  do  when  they  will  have  their  will : 

And  bade  this  sergeant  that  he  privily 
Should^  this  child  full  soft^  wind  and  wrap. 
With  alld  circumstances  tenderly. 
And  carry  it  in  a  coffer*  or  in  a  lap;  585 

But  upon  pain  his  head  off  for  to  swappe* 
That  no  man  should^  know  of  his  intent, 
Ne  whence  he  came  ne  whither  that  he  went : 

But  at  Bologn*,  unto  his  sister  dear. 
That  thilk^  time  of  Pavie*  was  Countess,  590 

He  should  it  take  and  show  her  this  matt^re. 
Beseeching  her  to  do  her  business 
This  child  to  fost'ren  in  all  gentleness; 
And  whose  child  that  it  was,  he  bade  her  hide 
From  every  wight,  for  aught  that  may  betide.       595 

This  sergeant  go'th,  and  hath  fiillfill'd  this  thing . 
But  to  this  marquis  now  return^  we ; 
For  now  go'th  he  full  fast  imagining 
If  by  his  wiv^s  cheer  he  mights  see, 
Or  by  her  word^s  apperceive,  that  she  600 

Were  changed ;  but  he  never  could  her  find 
But  ever*  in  one  ylik^  sad'  and  kind. 

As  glad,  as  humble,  as  busy  in  servfce 
And  eke  in  love,  as  she  was  wont  to  be 
Was  she  to  him  in  every  manner  wise ;  605 

*  Hest — command.  '  But  if  my  lord,  &c. — i.  e.  unless  my  lord 
have  in  the  least  depre  forbade  you.  '  Briddes  it  to-racc — that  no 
beasts  or  birds  tear  it.  *  Swappe — strike.  *  Pavie — Pavia.  •  Ever 
in  one — unchangeably,  continually.     ^  Sad — steadfast. 

V.  590.  of  Pavie."]  When  the  text  of  this  Tale  was  printed  I  had 
not  sufficiently  adverted  to  the  reading  of  the  best  MSS.  whk^  is 
uniformly  Pauik.  I  have  little  doubt  that  it  should  be  Panik  both 
here  and  below,  ver.  764.  924.  as  in  Petrarch  the  Marquis's  sister  is 
said  to  be  married  to  the  Count  de  Panico.  In  Boccace  \\\%  de 
Panago. — 7>r. 
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lot  ei  her  daughter  rot  a  word  spake  she ; 
\a  accident  for  no  adversity 
ia&  sera  in  her,  nc  never  her  daughter's  name 
Ic  ncTcnM'  she  for  carnesi  or  far  game. 

Pars  Quarta. 
In  this  estate  there  passed  been  four  year  610 

:re  she  with  child^  was,  but  as  Cod  wold, 
A  kcnvd'  child  she  bare  by  this  Walter 
X~uU  graci<ius,  and  fair  for  to  behold  ; 
.And  when  thai  folk  it  to  bis  father  told, 
Vm  only  be,  but  all  his  country  merry  615 

"""'as  for  this  child,  and  God  they  thank  and  hcry.' 
Wheri  it  H^s  two  years  old,  and  from  the  breast 
-Departed  of  his  nourice,*  on  a  day 
This  marquis  caughtii  yet  another  lest' 
To  tempi  his  wife  yet  oftcr,*  if  he  may.~  620 

<■ !  Becoless  was  she  lempled  in  assay  : ' 
But  wedded  men  ne  connen'  no  measdre 
"When  that  they  find  a  patient  creSture. 

"Wife,  quod  this  marquis,  ye  have  heard  ere  this 
My  people  sickly  bcaien  our  marridge,  625 

And  namely  since  my  sod  yboren  '"  is, 
Now  is  il  worse  than  ever  in  all  our  age  : 
The  munniir  slay'th  my  heart  and  my  cour.'lge. 
For  to  mine  ear^a  cometh  the  voice  so  smart 
That  it  well  nigh  destroyed  hath  my  heart.  630 

"  Now  say  they  thus ;  '  When  Waller  is  agone. 
Then  shall  the  blood  of  Janicle  succeed. 
And  be  our  lord,  for  other  have  we  none.' 
Such  wordfe  say  my  people,  il  is  no  drede  ;  " 
Well  ought  I  of  such  murmur  taken  heed,  635 

For  certainly  I  dread  all  such  sentence, 
TbiMigh  they  not  plaJnen  "  in  my  audience. 

"  I  wouldf  live  in  peace  if  that  1  might ; 
Wherefore  I  am  dispose  utterly, 
A«  I  his  sister  servfd  ere  by  night,  640 

Ri^t  »0  think  1  to  serve  him  privily. 
This  warn  1  you,  that  ye  not  suddenly 
Out  of  yourself  for  no  woe  should  outraie : " 
Be'lb  patient,  and  thereof  (  you  pray." 

"  I  nave,  quod  she,  said  thus,  and  ever  shall,     64; 
I  ¥rill  no  thing,  nc  will  no  thing  certdin 

N«micd  —  npr«H«l.  '  Knave  —  aiaic.  '  Hwy  —  praise. 
rtK.  '  l.isi  —  inclination.  '  Oder  —  (iw- 1  H8«ln. 
ly— Inal.  '  Connm— know,  ''^Vlioren— 
e_ili«tT  it  no  doubt  of  it.  '■  Not  plainmi 
I  not  coDplaiiL    "  Ouinie— become  ouuageoui. 
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But  as  you  list :  not  grieveth  me  at  all 

Though  that  my  daughter  and  my  son  be  slaiik 

At  your  command^ment ;  that  is  to  sain, 

I  have  not  had  no  part  of  children  twain  ^l^ 

But  first  sickness  and  after  woe  and  pain. 

"  Ye  be  my  lord,  do'th  with  your  owen  thing 
Right  as  you  list ;  asketh  no  rede*  of  me ; 
For  as  I  left  at  home  all  my  clothing  ^^k-- 

When  I  came  first  to  you,  right  so  (quod  she)        -^^55 
Left  I  my  will  and  all  my  liberty, 
And  took  your  clothing ;  wherefore  I  you  pray 
Do'th  your  pleasince,  I  will  your  lust*  obey. 

"  And  ccrt^s,  if  I  hadd^  prescience 
Your  will  to  know  ere  ye  your  lust  me  told, 
I  would  it  do  withouten  negligence  : 
But  now  I  wot  your  lust,  and  what  ye  wold, 
All  your  pleasanc^  firm  and  stable'  I  hold  ; 
For  wist  I  that  my  death  might  do  you  ease, 
Right  gladly  would  I  dien  you  to  please.  66j 

"  Death  may  not  maken  no  comparison 
Unto  your  love."    And  when  this  maxquis  say* 
The  constancy'  of  his  wife,  he  cast  adown 
His  eyen  two,  and  wond'reth  how  she  may* 
In  patience  suffer  all  this  array ;  *  670 

And  forth  he  go*th  with  dreary  countenance. 
But  to  his  heart  it  was  full  great  pleasdnce. 

This  ugly  sergeant  in  the  same  wise 
That  he  her  daughter  caught^,  right  so  he 
(Or  worse,  if  men  can  any  worse  devise)  675 

Hath  hent*  her  son,  that  full  was  of  beauty : 
And  ever  in  one'  so  patidnt  was  she. 
That  she  no  cheerd  made  of  heaviness, 
But  kist  her  son,  and  after  'gan  it  bless. 

Save  this  she  praydd  him,  if  that  he  might,       680 
Her  little  son  he  would  in  earthd  grave, 
His  tender  limmds,  delicate  to  sight. 
From  foulds  and  from  beastds  for  to  save. 
But  she  none  answer  of  him  mi^td  have  : 
He  went  his  way  as  he  no  thing  ne  raught,'  685 

But  to  Bologn'  he  tenderly  it  brought. 

This  marquis  wond'reth  ever  longer  the  more 
Upon  her  patidnce  ;  and  if  that  he 
Ne  haddd  sothly  knowen  therebeforc 
That  perfectly  her  children  lovdd  she,  690 

He  would  have  wcen'd*  that  of  some  subtlety 

*  Rede — advice.     '  Lust — wish,  desire.    '  Say — saw.    <  May— is 
>i^      &  A j: A  Tj^_.    .^: — I      7  Ever  in  one— tm- 


•  Keae — aavice.  *  l,usi — wisn,  aesire.  •  2>ay — sai 
able.  '  Array— disposure.  *  Hent — seized.  '  Eve 
vaiyingly.    •  Raught— cared.    •  Ween'd — ^iniagined. 
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.nd  of  RialFcc,  or  for  cruel  coui^gie,' 

lui  sIk  had  suffered  tills  with  sad'  vi&dgc. 

(Jut  well  he  knew,  that  next  himself,  certain 
ibc  lov'd  her  children  bcsl  in  every  wise.' 
(at  now  uf  women  would  I  3sken  fa.in* 
f  tbcsv  assayc's  *  mighien  not  suffice  ? 
~*hal  cuuUI  a  sturdy  husband  more  devise 

•  pio*"C  her  wifehood  and  her  steadfastness, 

id  he  continuing  ever  in  slurdincss  ? 

But  there  be  folk  of  such  conditidn, 
It  when  ihcy  have  a  certain  purpose  take, 
'hey  cannot  stint  *  of  their  inicntidn ; 
lut  right  as  they  were  boundcn  to  a  stake, 
y  will  not  of  their  firsts  purpose  slake : 
light  M>  this  marquis  fully  hath  purpos61 
'o  tempt  his  wife  as  he  was  lirst  disposed. 

He  waitcih  if  by  word  or  countenance 

'""""'"     lo  him  was  changed  of  courige ;  ' 
could  he  lindcQ  variance  ; 
£he  Wits  aye  one  in  he;irt  and  in  visige ; 
Aad  aye  the  farther  that  she  was  in  age, 
The  mor<  Uve  (if  that  it  were  possfble) 
She  was  to  him  in  love,  and  more  penfble.' 

For  which  it  scem<fd  thus,  that  of  them  two 
There  was  but  one  will ;  for,  as  Walter  lest,' 
The  sami!  lust  was  her  pleasince  also  : 
And,  God  be  thankifd,  all  fell  for  the  best. 
She  shewed  well  for  no  worldly  unrest 
A  wife,  as  of  herself,  no  thing  ne  should 
Will  m  effect  but  as  her  husbnnd  would. 

The  iJandcr'  of  Walter  wonder  wtdt^  spread. 
That  of  a  cruel  heart  he  wickedly, 
Yttt*  he  a  Door^  woman  wedded  had, 
Math  murd'red  both  his  children  privily  : 
Such  murmur  wus  among  them  commonly. 

is,  for  lu  the  people's  ear 
There  came  no  word  but  that  they  murd'red  wei 

For  which  there  as  '■*  his  people  thcrcbcfore 
Had  lov'd  him  well,  the  slander'  of  his  difiame  " 
Made  them  that  they  him  hateden  therefore. 
To  be  A  murd'reris  a  hateful  name. 
i)nl  natfa^less  for  earnest  nor  far  game 

— ipirtt.  mind.     'Sod — composed.      'Wise — ma 


That  lie  hadi  kAve  hit  fintd 
AMbffSbft  Popds  dSspenwddi 
To  Btinten*  rancour  and  diss 
Betwixt  his  people  and  him. 
The  which  they  have  publfsh 

The  rudd  people,  as  no  woi 
Ween'den*  full  well  that  it  ha 
But  when  these  tidings  came 
I  deemd  that  her  heart  was  fu 
But  she  ylikd  sad  '  for  evermo 
Disposed  was  this  humble  cre« 
The  adversity'  of  fortiine  all  to 

Abiding  ever  his  lust  and  hit 
To  whom  that  she  was  given  h 
As  to  her  very  worldly  suBisani 
But  shortly  if  this  story  tell  I  si 
This  marquis  written  hath  in  sp 
A  letter,  in  which  he  showeth  h 
And  secretly  he  to  Boldgn'  it  sei 

To  th'  Earl  of  Pavie,  which  tl 
Wedded  his  sister,  pra/d  he  sp 
To  bringen  home  again  his  chil 
In  honourable  estate  all  openly 
But  one  thing  he  him  prayed  ut 
That  he  to  no  wight,  though  me 
Should^  not  tell  whose  children 

But  say  the  maiden  should  y^ 
Unto  the  Marquis  of  Saluce'  an 
And  as  this  earl  was  praydd,  so 
For  at  dav  ca*  »•- 
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AmyM  was  xawixA  her  marriige 
frcshc  msidcn,  full  of  gemni^s  clear; 
'Her  brolhrr,  which  thai  seven  year  w.is  of  age, 
■^irajtA  ckc  full  fresh  in  his  manndre  : 
.And  thus  IB  -git-iX  noblMS,  and  with  gind  cheer, 
Towird  Saluccs  shaping  their  journdy 
}'roEn  day  to  day  they  ridcn  in  their  way. 

Pari  Qmimta. 

Antoog  an  this,  after  his  wick'd  usige, 
Thi»  nunjuis  yet  his  wife  to  tcmplcn  more 
To  ih'Biterisii'  proof  of  her  courage, 
Fully  to  Have  experience  and  lore' 
If  that  she  were  as  steadfast  as  before. 
He  on  »  day  in  open  audience 
Full  boist'rously  hath  said  her  this  sentence  : 

"Cert^  OrisUd',  I  had  enough  pleasdnce 
To  hav«  jou  10  my  wife  for  your  goodness, 
And  for  your  truth  and  for  your  obcysdncc; 
Not  for  your  lineage  or  for  your  richcss ; 
But  now  know  I  in  very  sothfastness' 
That  in  great  lordship,  if  I  me  well  avisc,* 
Thcrt  i»  great  servitude  in  sundry  wise.* 

"  I  may  not  do  as  every  ploughman  may  ; 
My  people  me  constraineth  for  to  lake 
Another  wrfe.  and  ciien  day  by  day  ; 
And  eke  the  Pop^,  rancour  for  to  slake, 
Conscnicih  n,  that  dare  1  undertake  : 
And  tru^Iy  thus  much  I  will  you  say. 
My  ncw^  wife  is  coming  by  the  way. 

"  Be  strong  of  heart,  and  void  anon  her  place. 
And  thUki*  dower  iliat  ye  broughien  me 
Take  It  tt^in  ;  1  grant  it  of  my  grace. 
KciunMih  to  your  father's  house,  (quod  he) 
No  man  may  always  have  prosperity, 
VTrIi  even  bean  1  rede'  you  to  endure 
Thr  stroke  of  Fortune  or  of  -ivcntiirc." 

And  she  again  answ^r'd  in  paiii5nce  : 
"  My  Lord,  tjuod  she,  I  wot  and  wist  alway 
How  thai  belwixeii  your  magnihcence 
And  D)y  poveri'  no  wight  ne  can  ne  may 
Maken  comparison  \  it  is  no  nay :  * 
I  nc'  held  me  never  digne'  in  no  manntfr 
To  be  your  wife  nor  yet  your  chiunbercr. 

Univisl«~Ultnniott.  •  Lon— knowIcdgF.  '  Sothfauncji— 
L  *  Wtll  «tit(-  atncrvt  Uiuntely.  *  Sundry  wuc— vatloiu 
L  ■  ThilW-tbe  unc  '  Rede— adviie.  *  It  ii  DO  nay— i(  ii 
bo  be  doiial    *  nsne — worthy. 


it yoa;  Uiereunoi 
Unto  my  frtlier  gkdly  wQl  I  > 
And  with  him  dwell  unto  my  1 

"  There  I  was  fost'red  of  a  « 
Till  I  be  dead  my  life  there  wi 
A  widow  clean  in  body,  heart, 
For  since  I  gave  to  you  my  *  u 
And  am  your  tru^  wife,  it  is  no 
God  shield^ '  such  a  lordds  wif 
Another  man  to  husband  or  to 

"  And  of  your  newd  wife  God 
So  grant  you  weal^  and  prosper 
For  I  will  gladly  yielden  her  mj 
In  which  that  I  was  blissful  woi 
For  since  it  liketh  you,  my  Lord 
That  whilom  weren  all  my  heart' 
That  I  shall  go,  I  will  go  when  y 

'•  But  there-as  *®  ye  me  proffer  : 
As  I  6rst  brought,  it  is  well  in  m 
It  were  my  wretched  clothes,  not 
The  which  to  me  were  hard  now 
O  goodd  God !  how  gentle  and  h 
Ye  seemed  by  your  speech  and  y 
The  day  that  makdd  was  our  ma 

"  But  soth  "  is  said,  algate  **  I 
For  in  effect  it  prov(kJ  is  on  me, 
Love  is  not  old,  as  when  that  it  v. 
But  certds,  Lord,  for  no  adversit) 
To  dien  in  this  case,  it  shall  not  1 
That  ever  in  "'^ — -* 
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^'  4\jr   lf»'d.  yc  wol  that  in  my  father's  place 
*J5M\  3  **?  snip  out  of  my  poorf  weed, 
^H  Yt  ^hfly  ye  Clatl  me  of  your  grace  ; 
&>)(  J^  brciugbi  I  naught  elles  out  of  drede  '         865 
\tjj  Jvth,  and  nakedness,  and  '  wonianhcde';' 
^^  here  again  your  clothmg  I  restore, 

^J*  die  your  wedding  ring,  for  evermore, 
Ij^  The  remnant  of  ygur  ji;wels  ready  be 
^  '^in  your  chamber*,  1  dare  it  safely  sain,  870 

»"  »ked  out  of  tny  father's  house  fquod  she) 

.  Canic,  and  naked  I  must  turn  again. 
^11  four  pleAS.-tnc^  would  1  fallow  fain  ;' 
,^Bt  yel  I  hope  it  be  not  your  intent 

Thai  I  smocidiSss  out  of  your  pakce  went.  875 

"  Ve  could  not  do  so  dishonfat'  a  thing, 
~rh»t  thillttf  '  womb,  in  which  your  children  lay. 
Should^  before  the  people'  in  iny  n-alWing 
Be  seen  all  bare  ;  wherefore,  I  you  pray, 
Let  mc  not  like  a  worm  go  by  the  way ;  880 

Remcrabcr  you,  mine  owen  Lord  so  dear, 
!  was  your  wife,  though  I  unworthy  were. 

"  Wherefore  in  guerdon  of  my  '  womanhede,' 
Which  that  1  bmui^hl  and  '  yet '  again  I  bear. 
As  vonch^sa/c  to  give  me  to  my  meed  SSj 

Ehit  such  a  stnock  as  I  was  wont  to  wear, 
TTiat  I  therewith  may  wrie '  the  womb  of  her 
That  was  your  wife.     And  here  1  take  my  leave 
Of  ymi,  mine  owcn  Lord,  lest  I  you  grieve." 

"  The  smock,  quod  he,  that  thou  hast  on  thy  back 
L«  it  be  still,  and  bear  it  forth  with  thee."  Sgt 

But  well  unnethfs '  ihilk^  word  he  spake, 
Hut  went  his  way  for  ruth  and  for  pity. 
Before  the  folk  hcrselvcn  strippeth  she, 
And  in  her  sniock,  with  foot  and  head  all  bare,    895 
Towin)  her  Other's  house  forth  is  she  fare.^ 

Thi!  folk  her  followen  weeping  in  their  way. 
And  Fortune  aye  they  curscn  as  they  gone  ; 
8m  she  from  weeping  kept  her  eyen  dry, 
Ne  in  this  tim^  word  ne  spake  she  none.  900 

Her  father,  that  this  tiding  heard  anon, 
Coracih  the  day  and  Via6  that  Natiire 
Shopc*  him  to  be  a  living  crc&lure. 


bi.  '  Womnnbcde— womanhood,  ihe 
ccrlully,  '  DiiJiuncsl.  (Fr.  MihmmlU\ 
-ilml  vBiy,  'Wtio  — wrap,  cover. 
be   fatc^li  Hx    bred,    dcpaned. 
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For  out  of  doubt  this  old^  poor6  man 
Was  ever*  in  stlspect  of  her  marriige  ;  9^5 

For  ever*  he  deem^  since  it  first  began, 
That  when  the  lord  fulfilled  had  his  courdge^ 
Him  wouldd  think  it  were  a  disparage 
To  his  estate  so  low  for  to  alight ; 
And  voiden  her  as  soon  as  ever  he  might*  9'o 

Again'  his  daughter  hastily  go'th  he, 
(For  he  by  noise  of  folk  knew  her  coming) 
And  with  her  old^  coat,  as  it  might  be. 
He  covereth  her,  full  sorrowfully  weeping; 
But  on  her  body  might*  he  it  not  bring,  9' 5 

For  rud^  was  the  cloth,  and  more  of  age 
By  dayds  fele  *  than  at  her  marridge. 

Thus  with  her  father  for  a  certain  space 
Dwelleth  this  flower  of  wifely  patience,  ^-^^o 

That  neither  by  her  word^s  nor  her  face. 
Before  the  folk,  nor  eke  in  their  absence, 
Ne  showed  she  that  her  was  done  offence. 
Nor  of  her  high  estate  no  remembrance 
Ne  hadd^  she  as  by  her  countenance. 

No  wonder  is,  for  in  her  great  estate 
Her  ghost  *  was  ever  in  plein*  humility  ; 
No  tender  mouth,  no  hearth  delicate. 
No  pomp^,  no  sembUnt  of  royalty. 
But  full  of  patient  benignity. 
Discreet,  and  prid<$less,  aye  honourable, 
And  to  her  husband  ever  meek  and  stable. 

Men  speak  of  Job,  and  most  for  his  humbless, 
As  clerk^s,  when  them  list,  can  well  indite, 
Namely  of  men,  but  as  in  sdthfastness,^ 
Though  cl^rkes  praisen  women  but  a  lite,*  93 1. 

There  can  no  man  in  humbless  him  acquite 
As  woman  can,  ne  can  be  half  so  true 
As  women  be, — but  it  be  fall  of  new.* 

Pars  Sexia, 

From  Bologn*  is  this  Earl  of  Pavie  come. 
Of  which  the  fame  up  sprang  to  more  and  less ; 
And  to  the  peeple's  eares  all  and  some 
Was  couth  *°  eke,  that  a  new^  marchioness 
He  with  him  brought  in  such  pomp  and  richess, 

'  Courage — ^heart,  inclination.     *  Might — ^was  able.     '  AgiJn- 
to  meet.    <  Fele— many.    *  Ghost— spirit.     «  Plein— full    '  Soth*-^ 
fastness — ^very  truth.    *  Lite — little.    **  But  it  be  fall  of  new — unles^^ 
it  have  lately  come  to  pass,  (a  playful  little  sarcasm.)    '*  Couth — -^ 
well-known. 
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It  never  was  there  seen  with  mannifs  eye 
\a  oobk'  army  in  all  Wcsi  Liimbardy.  945 

The  marquis,  which  ihai  shopc '  iiiid  knew  all  lliis, 
£re  that  this  carl  was  come,  sent  his  niessilge  ' 
For  tbilM  poortf  sely  *  Grtsildis, 
^nci  ^e  with  hunible  iicart  and  gl.id  vislge. 
Not  with  iiu  iwolleii  thought  in  her  courdgc,*       950 

c  ai  his  hest,'  and  on  hci  knees  her  set, 
Aai]  reverently  and  wisely  she  him  greu" 

•*  Crisild',  (t}U(jd  he)  my  will  is  ullerly 
^^  \&i  maiden  that  shall  wedded  be  to  me. 

Recei*^  be  lo-mDrrow  as  royally  955 

s  it  possfbl'  is  in  my  house  10  be ; 
And  eke  that  every  wight  in  his  degree 
Hove  his  estate  in  sitting  and  service, 
And  hijjfa  pleasdnce,  as  1  can  best  devise. 

"  I  have  no  woman  suffisant,  ceniin,  960 

The  chambers  for  t'  array  in  ordinance 
After  my  lust,'  and  therefore  would  I  fain ' 
That  tliine  were  all  such  manner  governance  ; 
Tliini  knowest  eke  of  old  all  my  pleasdnce  : 
Though  thine  array  be  bad,  and  evil  besey.'  965 


glad  (quod  she) 

Iso 

my  degree, 


To  da  your  lust,  but  I  desire  a 

You  for  to  serve  and  please  in 

WttlMuicn  fainting,  and  shall 

JJe  never  for  no  weal  ne  for  n 

Ke  shall  the  ghost  within  my  hearttf  stent ' 

I'o  love  you  best  with  all  my  true  intent." 

And  with  thni  word  she  'gan  the  house  t( 
And  laiilcs  for  to  set,  and  bedd^s  make. 


To  hasten  them,  and  fast^  sweep  and  shake  ; 

Add  she,  the  mosi^  serviceabV  of  all, 

Hath  every  chamber'  arrayed  and  his  halL  9S0 

Abouien  undem  '*  'gan  this  carl  alight 
That  with  him  brought  these  noble  children  Iway, 
Fcvr  which  the  people  ran  (a  see  the  sight 
Of  their  amy,  so  richdty  besey ;  • 
And  then  at  erst  "  among^s  them  they  say  98$ 

Irivcd.  *  Messagi: — nirsKngrr.  'Sejv— 
I.  ilmtilc.  '  Coofase— miril,  '  Hesl— commiind.  •GtM 
Kcd.  ^  Luil — pkanm.  •  F«ln— glndl)'.  '  BMeX" 
dw  Inle  my—in  the  quidceii  manner,  ■■  SlenI 
[bl~dT«>,  Brtiner.  »  Painotl— laboured.  "  MishI— 
dtm — ftnt  quwicr  of  the  diy.  nine  o'clock.      '*  At  1 
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That  Walter  was  no  fool,  though  that  him  lest 
To  change  his  wife,  for  it  was  for  the  best 

For  she  is  fairer,  as  they  deemen  all, 
Than  is  Grisild',  and  mor^  tender*  of  age,  ^^^f^ 

And  fairer  fruit  between  them  should^  fall,  <^^ 

And  more  pleasdnt,  for  ^  her  high  lineage : 
Her  brother  eke  so  fair  was  of  visige 
That  them  to  see  the  people  hath  caught  pleasim 
Commending  now'  the  marquis'  governance.  ^ 

"  O  stormy  people'  unsad'  and  ever*  untrue,     99;^ 
And  undiscreet  and  changing  as  a  fane,' 
Delighting  ever  in  rombel  *  that  is  new, 
For  like  the  moon^  waxen  ye  and  wane : 
Aye  full  of  clapping,*  dear  enough  a  jane,* 
Your  doom '  is  false,  your  Constance'  evil  prcveth,* 
A  full  great  fool  is  he  that  on  you  'lieveth ! "  •     1001 

Thus  saiden  saddd  *®  folk  in  that  city. 
When  that  the  people  gaz^d  up  and  dovm ; 
For  they  were  glad  right  for  the  novelty 
To  have  a  newif  lady  of  their  town.  1005 

No  more  of  this  make  I  now  mentidn. 
But  to  Grisild*  again  I  will  me  dress. 
And  tell  her  constancy'  and  her  business. 

Full  busy  was  Grisild'  in  every  thing 
That  to  the  feastd  was  appertinent;  loio 

Right  naught  was  she  abaist"  of  her  clothing, 
Though  it  were  rude,  and  somedeal  eke  to-rent. 
But  with  glad  cheer^  to  the  gate  is  went, 
With  other  folk,  to  greet  the  marchioness. 
And  after  that  doth  forth  her  business.  10 15 

With  so  glad  cheer  his  guest^s  she  receiveth. 
And  conningly*'  evereach  in  his  degree. 
That  no  default^  no  man  apperceiveth. 
But  aye  they  wond'ren  what  she  mights  be 
That  in  so  poor  array  was  for  to  see,  1020 

And  coulde  such  hondur  and  reverence. 
And  worthily  they  praisen  her  prudence. 

In  all  this  meane  whil^  she  ne  stent  ^* 
This  maid  and  eke  her  brother  to  conunend 
With  all  her  heart  in  full  benign  intent,  1025 

So  well  that  no  man  could  her  praise  amend; 
But  at  the  last  when  that  these  lordds  wend  ^^ 

*  For — because  of.      •  Unsad  —  wavering,  unsteady.    •  Fane — 
weathercock.     *  Rombel — ramour.      *  Clapping  —  loud  gabblhig. 

•  Jane,    {Janud\  —  a  small  Genoese  coin.      '  Doom  — judgment 

•  Preveth  —  proveth.  •  'lieveth  —  believeth.  »•  Sadde — sedate, 
steady.  "  Abaist  —  abashed,  ashamed.  "ConniDgly — dcfvcriy. 
^  Stent— ceased.     "  Wend— go. 
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I  To  silica  down  to  meat,  he  'gan  to  call 
I  Otbtld',  as  she  was  busy  in  the  hall. 

"  Criiild'  (quod  he,  as  it  were  in  his  play)        1030 
I  How  bketh  thee  my  wife  and  her  beauty  V 
I**  Rigbt  well,  my  Lord,  (quod  she)  for  in  good  fay.' 
I  ^  fouer  saw  I  never  nnne  than  she  ; 
T  1  pray  to  Goil  give  you  prosperity, 
I  And  so  1  ho|fe  [hat  he  will  to  you  send  1035 

~   PlcJisincc  enough  unto  your  livfs  end. 

"  One  thing  beseech  I  you,  and  warn  also, 
I  Thai  yc  ne  pricltrf'  with  no  lirmenting 
I  This  lender  maiden  as  yc  have  done  mo.' 
I  Tor  she  is  fosier'd  in  her  tiourishing 
I  More  tenderly,  and  to  my  supposing 
I   Shejaight^not  adversity  endure 
As  could  a  poorf  fosier'd  crejture." 

And  when  this  Waiter  saw  her  patience, 
Hergladd^  cbeer,  and  no  malfcc  ac  all, 
I  JoiA  he  so  often  had  her  done  oiTence, 
I  And  she  aye  sad '  and  constant  as  a  wall, 
I   Continuing  aye  her  innocence  o'er  ail, 
I  This  sturdy  marquis  gan  his  bcani!  dress^ 
To  rue  upon  her  wifely  steadfastness. 

"This  is  enough,  Giisilda  mine,  (quod  he) 
Be  now  no  more  aghast  or  evil  apaid,* 
I  hare  thy  faith  and  thy  benignity. 
As  well  as  ever  woman  was,  assay'd 
In  great  estate  snd  poorely  arrayed  : 
Now  know  1,  dearl!  wile,  thy  steadfastness  ;  " 
And  her  la  arm^  took,  and  'gan  to  kiss. 

•  Pncke— wound.      •  Mo— me  :  one  of  CI: 
tt  o[  onhognphy  for  the  purpose  of  accommi 
Ur.  Tyrwhitt  mnarks  thai  the  poet  poramed  ai 
lliii  llcoicc       -■       ■  ■        -      )    -. 
n  Oiuilc.  tl 


104; 


1050 


e  old  poels  of  other  countries,  3 


^  piiMiag.  the  poets  thought  it  gnteraJly  advisable  to 
I^ViiMr  of  ^MUinc  to  exftctocss  of  Thyuung :  of  th 
™  lim-  UkfTV  ynsK  but  few  judgis,  the  UUter  was  obrious  I 
"^  ff»«tj  TtaAa."  '  Sad— Sttn.  *  Dress— prepare,  "Ori 
-be  DO  kMigir  lerriiicd  or  lU  tcwarded. 


'-  ta(T.  CeaHmwiiig  ayt.}    In  the  original,  this  line  was  il 


If  Id  (Vthopaphf  Car  thr  a 
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And  she  for  wonder  took  of  it  no  keep ;  * 
She  heardd  not  what  thing  he  to  her  said ; 
She  far'd  as  she  had  start  out  of  a  sleep,  lof 

Till  she  out  of  her  masedness  abraid.* 
"  Grisild'  (quod  he)  by  God  that  for  us  dey'd, 
Thou  art  my  wife  ;  none  other  I  ne  have, 
Ne  never  had,  as  God  my  soul^  save. 

"  This  is  thy  daughter  which  thou  hast  suppose 
To  be  my  wife ;  that  other  faithfully  io6 

Shall  be  mine  heir,  as  I  have  aye  dispose ; 
Thou  bare  them  of  thy  body  tru^ly ; 
At  Bologn*  have  I  kept  them  privily  : 
Take  them  again,  for  now  ma/st  thou  not  say    107 
That  thou  hast  lorn  '  none  of  thy  children  tway. 

"  And  folk  that  otherwise  have  said  of  me, 
I  warn  them  well  that  I  have  done  this  deed 
For  no  malfce  nor  for  no  cruelty, 
But  for  t'  assay  in  thee  thy  womanhede,*  107 

And  not  to  slay  my  children  (God  forbid) 
But  for  to  keep  them  privily  and  still 
Till  I  thy  purpose  knew  and  all  thy  will." 

When  she  this  heard  aswoon^  down  she  feUeth 
For  piteous  joy  ;  and  after  her  swooning  loi 

She  both  her  youngd  children  to  her  calleth. 
And  in  her  armds,  piteously  weeping, 
Embraccth  them,  and  tenderly  kissing 
Full  like  a  mother,  with  her  salt^  tears 
She  bathed  both  their  visage  and  their  hairs.       itA 

O,  which  *  a  piteous  thing  it  was  to  see 
Her  swooning,  and  her  humble  voice  to  hear  ! 
"  Grand  mercy  /  Lord,  God  thank  it  you  (quod  sh< 
That  ye  have  savdd  me  my  children  dear  : 
Now  reck*  I  never  to  be  dead  right  here,  io< 

Since  I  stand  in  your  love  and  in  your  grace, 
No  force  of  death,'  nor  when  my  spirit  pace.* 

"  O  tender,  O  dear,  O  youngd  children  mine  ! 
Your  woful  mother  ween^  steadfastly  • 
That  cruel  hound^s  or  some  foul  vermfn  loc 

Had  eaten  you  ;  but  God  of  his  mercy 
And  your  benignd  father  tenderly 
Hath  done  you*®  keep  : "  and  in  that  sam^  stound ' 
All  suddenly  she  swapped**  adown  to  ground. 

'  Took  no  keep — paid  no  regard.  •  Abraid — awoke.  •  Lorn 
lost.  *  Womanhede — womanly  virtue.  *  Which  a  piteous.  &c 
what  a  piteous :  a  common  provincialism  to  this  day.  *  Reck 
care.  '  No  force  of  death — no  matter  for  death.  •  Pace — flee 
•  Weened  steadfastly — firmly  believed.  *•  Done  you  keep— caus 
you  to  be  preserved.    "  Stound— instant.    "  Swapped — felL 


I 


And  In  bcr  swoon  so  sadly'  holdeth  she 
"Her  chlMrm  two,  when  she  'gan  them  embrace. 
That  wilh  great  sleight '  and  great  dLfficulty 
"The  children  from  her  arm  they  "gan  arrace :' 
O :  nuny  a  tear  on  many  a  piteous  face 
'Doini  ran  of  them  that  stooden  her  beside;         j  105 
Vnnetbe*  aboutcn  her  might  they  abide. 

Waller  her  gladdcth,  and  her  sorrow  slakcth ; 
She  riscth  up  abashed  from  her  trance. 
JVnd  ev«ry  wight  her  joy  and  fcast^  matcih 
"Tin  she  hftlh  caught  again  her  countenance.         I  [  10 
~Wahcr  her  doth  so  faithfully  pleasdnce, 
Thai  it  was  dainty  for  to  see  the  cheer 
Betwixt  them  two  since  they  been  met  in  fere." 
These  ladles,  when  that  they  their  limi  sty,* 
Have  talten  her,  and  into  chamber  gone,  1115 

And  strippen  her  out  of  her  rude  array, 
And  in  a  doth  of  gold  that  brightt^  shone, 
With  a  coroune  of  many  a  rich^  stone 
Upon  her  bead,  they  into  hall  her  brought, 
Aad  there  she  was  hondurftJ  as  her  ought.  1 120 

Thus  haih  this  piteous  day  a  blissful  end  ; 
For  every  man  and  woman  doth  his  might, 
This  day  in  mirth  and  revel  to  dispend. 
Till  00  the  welkin  shone  the  siarrds  bright ; 
Fat  more  solemn^  in  every  mannas  sight  1 1 2^ 

Thit  fcast^  was,  and  greater  of  costage. 
Than  was  the  rei'cJ  of  her  marridge. 

Full  many  a  year  in  high  prosperity 
Uten  these  two  in  concord  and  m  rest, 
And  rich^ly  his  daughter  married  he  1 130 

Urn©  a  lord,  one  of  the  worthiest 
Of  all  ItaiUe,  and  then  in  peace  and  rest  1 

Hit  wiv^  father  in  his  court  he  keepeih,  | 

TTU  that  the  soul  out  of  his  body  crecpeth. 

His  son  succeedeih  in  his  heritage,  1135 

la  rest  and  peace,  after  his  father's  day, 
And  fortunate  was  eke  in  marriige, 
Al'  pwt  he  nol  his  wife  in  great  assay : ' 
This  world  is  not  so  strong,  it  is  no  nay," 
A*  it  hath  been  in  old^  tim^s  yore,  1 140 

And  heark'nclh  what  this  author  saith  ihcrcfiirc. 

This  story  is  said,  not  for  that  wivds  should 
Follow  Grisild'  as  in  humility, 

•  SiiUr^hrmlv.      ISIdeht~art.      'Amce,    (Fr.   amtlUi^ — 
ttiak.     •  Unodfw  — scarcdy.     'Fere  —  company.     '  Scy — uw. 
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For  it  were  importable  though  they  would, 

But  for  that  every  wight  in  his  degree  i  *^5 

Should^  be  constant  in  adversity 

As  was  Grisilda,  therefore  Petrarc  writeth 

This  story,  which  with  high  style  he'  inditeth. 

For  since  a  woman  was  so  patient 
Unto  a  mortal  man,  well  more  we  ought  \z  '^^ 

Receiven  all  in  gree  *  that  God  us  sent 
For  great  skill  is  he  proved  that  he  wrought ;  • 
But  he  ne  tempteth  no  man  that  he  bought, 
As  saith  Saint  James,  if  ye  his  'pistle  read  ; 
He  proveth  folic  all  day,  it  is  no  drede  ;*  i^k:  ^ 

And  sufiTreth  us,  as  for  our  exercise, 
With  sharp^  scourges  of  adversity 
Full  often  to  be  beat  in  sundry  wise, 

Not  for  to  know  our  will,  for  cert^s  he  ^ 

Ere  we  were  bom  knew  all  our  fraiMty,  1 1     "^^ 

And  for  our  best  is  all  his  governance  ; 
Let  us  then  live  in  virtuous  sufferance. 

But  one  word,  Lordings,  heark*neth  ere  I  go  : 
It  were  full  hard  to  finden  now  adays 
In  all  a  town  Grisildas  three  or  two  ;  i  \< 

For  if  that  they  were  put  to  such  assays,*   ' 
The  gold  of  them  hath  now  so  bad  allays  * 
With  brass,  that  though  the  coin  be  fair  at  eye. 
It  wouldd  rather  brast  atwo  than  plie.* 

For  which  here,  for  the  Wif^s  love  of  Bath      117 
Whose  hfe,  and  all  her  sect^  God  maintain 
In  high  mastry,  and  ell^s  were  it  scath,^ 
1  will  with  lusty  hearth  fresh  and  green, 
Say  you  a  song  to  gladden  you  I  ween. 
And  let  us  stint  of  eamcstful  matt^re.  1 17^ 

Heark'neth  my  song,  that  saith  in  this  mann^re  : 

Grisild'  is  dead,  and  eke  her  patience, 
And  both  at  on^s  buried  in  Itaille, 
For  which  1  cry  in  open  audience, 
No  wedded  man  so  hardy  be  t'  assail 
His  wifds  pati(^nce,  in  trust  to  find 
Grisilda's,  for  in  certain  he  shall  fail 

O  noble  wiv^s  !  full  of  high  prudence, 
Let  no  humility  your  tongues  nail, 
Ne  let  no  clerk  have  cause  or  diligence  1 1 85 

To  write  of  you  a  story*  of  such  marvdille 

*  In  gree — kindness  :  (Fr.  de  hon  gri) — in  good  will.  •  For  great 
skill,  &c. — /.  e.  "he  who  does  so,  is  proved  to  possess  great  skilL" 
'  It  is  no  drede— without  doubt.  *  Assays—  trials.  ^  Allays — alloys 
«  Plie  (Fr.)— beod.    '  Scath— damage. 
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As  of  Cmilda,  palidnt  and  kind, 

LcM  ChlcWvacnc  you  suallow'  in  her  eniraillc. 

FoUoweth  Echo,  ihal  holdelh  no  silence, 
Bat  ever  answcrcth  at  the  couniertaille  : ' 
He  not  bcdalTed '  Tor  your  innocence 
Rot  tharp'y  ^''^  <^')  X""  ^■^'^  govcmaillc  : ' 
linpnntcih  well  this  lesson  in  your  mind 
For  cuinman  profit,  since  it  may  avail. 

Ye  afdi6<rive8  !*  siand'ih  aye  at  defence, 
Since  yc  be  itntne  as  is  a  grcal  cammail, 
Ne  wnTrcth  not  ifiat  men  do  you  offence. 
And  alcndcrwiv^,  feeble'  as  in  balaille, 
Bc'tb  eager*  *s  is  a  tiijer  yond'  in  Indc ; 
Aye  dappeth  as  a  mill  I  you  counsail. 

Ne  dread  ihem  not.  do  them  no  revet 
For  thoagb  thine  husband  ann^d  be  in 
The  arrows  of  thy  crabbed  eloquence 
Shall  pierce  his  breast  and  eke  his  aver 
In  jealousy  I  rcdc  *  ckc  thou  him  bind. 
And  thou  shalt  moke  him  couch  as  doth  a  quail. 

If  thou  be  fair,  Uiere '  folk  be  in  presifnce, 
Show  Ihou  thy  visage  and  thine  d{»rail ; 
If  thoa  be  foul,  be  free  of  thy  dispense  ; 
To  get  thee  fticndtfs  aye  do  thy  traviil  : 
Be  aye  of  cheer  as  light  as  leaf  on  lind,* 
And  let  him  care,  and  weep,  and  wring,  and  wail. 


■  r^  **Ufaa.  «hicti  i*  mil  pTCMrved  in  MS.  Hart.  aty.  fol,  ajo.  b. 
>  **  *  kind  of  tHsaul.  In  wliich  two  beasts  are-iDtnidiiceal  called 
^S"^'  »«'  CkukmalU.  The  lint  ii  luppoml  to  fced  upon 
j|Z*^^*^an  hiubanil*,  and  the  other  upon  palieni  wives ;  and  (he 
^TTJ'^'^jn  ol  ihp  piece  cinuiiu  in  repit'tenling  Bycome  u.  pimiMTrd 
^^T*  ^  Hprrfluilt  of  food,  and  Ctiichevache  as  halt  surved, — in 
".^^'*^^'  1  ramloEiie  ot  Lyilcale'(  workjs,  at  the  end  of  Sp<%lil's  edit, 
entitled  "  Of  two  monsinms  liciui*,  i9rc«rw 
>  not  iinpn>b«ble  ttul  Ltdgale  Ininalaled 
Iron  some  older  Krenen  poem  to  which 
name  of  CMckrvatlu  t>  French,  vaita  furtt 

]  The  foFepan  of  the  armour.  .^>.    He  deduces 

'  vtMtailht   was  llie  common   name  ftir  Ihal 

net  through  which  the  vreareTwas  to  brenlhe. 
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"  By  Godd^s  mercy,  said  our  Host^  tho.' 

Now  such  a  wife  *  I  pray  God  keep  me  fro. 

Lx),  such^  sleight^s  •  and  subtilities 

In  women  been  ;  for. aye  as  busy  as  bees 

Be  they,  us  sely  '  men  for  to  deceive, 

And  from  a  sothd  *  will  they  ever  waive  :  * 

By  this  Merchantds  Tale  it  proveth  welL 

But  nath^less,  as  true  as  any  steel 

I  have  a  wife,  though  that  she  poor^  be. 

But  of  her  tongue  a  labbing  ^  shrew  is  she ; 

And  yet  she  hath  a  heap  of  vices  mo. 

Thereof  no  force ;'  let  all  such  thing^s  go. 

But  weet  *  ye  what  ?  in  counsel  be  it  said. 

Me  rueth  sore  I  am  unto  her  tied ; 

For,  and  I  should^  reckon  every  vice 

Which  that  she  hath,  ywis  *  I  were  too  nice ;  *• 

And  caus^  why,  it  should  reported  be 

And  told  to  her  of  some  of  this  company, 

(Of**  whom  it  needeth  not  for  to  declare, 

Since  women  connen  utter  "  such  chafTare) 

And  eke  my  wit  sufficeth  not  thereto 

To  tellen  all ;  wherefore  my  Tale  is  do. 

"  Squidr,  come  near,  if  it  your  wilW  be. 
And  say  somewhat  of  love,  for  cert^s  ye 
Connen  **  thereon  as  much  as  any  man."  25 

"  Nay,  Sir,  quod  he,  but  such  thing  as  I  can, 
With  heartly  will,  for  I  will  not  rebel 
Against  your  lust,**  a  Tal^  will  I  telL 
Have  me  excused  if  I  speak  amiss  : 
My  will  is  good  ;  and  lo,  my  Tale  is  this."  30 

*  Tho— then.  *  Sleigh tes — tricks.  '  Sely — silly,  simple.  *  Sothe 
— truth.  *  Waive— swerve.  ^  Labbing — blabbing.  '  No  force — 
no  matter.  •*  Weet— know.  •  Ywis — certainly.  *•  Nice — ^foolish. 
•'  Of— is  here  used  for  "by."  "  Connen  utter — (for  utterly)  i.t. 
perfectly  understood  such  "chaffare" — dealing.  I  have,  I  confess, 
made  a  desperate  rush  for  the  above  interpretation.  Mr.  Tyrwhitt 
has  given  up  the  attempt.  It  is  not  improbable  that  utttr  may 
signify  to  put  forth :  the  line  would  then  read  thus  : — 

' '  Since  women  know  how  to  deal  in  such  ware. "  * 

*'  Connen— know.     "  Lust — wish. 


*  He  alluded  to  the  wife  of  Old  January,  in  the  Merchants  Tale, 


BdlArtDtdknyon 
It  WfStk  not  in  my  tongae  ne 
I  dare  not  undertake  so  hig 
Mine  English  eke  is  insuffici 
It  must^  be  a  rethor  *  excellc 
That  could  •  his  colours  long 
If  he  should  her  descriven  an 
I  am  none  such  ;  I  must  spec 

And  so  befell  that  when  thi 
Hath  twenty  winter  borne  his 
As  he  was  wont  from  year  to  3 
He  let  the  feast  of  his  nativity 
Done  cridn  '  throughout  San^ 
The  last  idus  of  March  aftdr  th 

Phoebus  the  sun  full  joHif  was 
For  he  was  nigh  his  exaltatidn 
In  Mart^s  face,  and  in  his  mans 
In  Ari^s,  the  choleric  hot  sign  : 
Full  lusty*  was  the  weather  and 
For  which  the  fowls  against  the 
(What  for  the  season  and  the  yo 
Full  loud^  sungen  their  affectidr 
Them  seemdd  had  getten  them  ] 
Against  the  sword  of  winter  keei 

This  Cdmbuscan,  of  which  I  1 
In  royal  vestiments,  sat  on  his  d 
With  diadem,  fiill  high  in  his  pa 
And  holt  *'  his  feast  so  so1p»«'*  - 
That  in  thi"  — 
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.A&d  cite  it  necdeth  not  for  to  devise 
Jii  evtrj  rourse  ihe  order'  of  their  setvfce  : 
I  (rill  not  idlen  uf  ihcir  stiangi!  sewes,' 
Nor  of  ihdr  swannds  nor  iheir  hertinscwcs  : 
Eke  in  thai  )»nd,  as  tellen  knight^s  old, 
There  is  some  meat  that  is  full  dainty  hold. 
That  in  this  land  men  reck  '  of  it  full  small : 
There  n^s  no  man  that  may  reportcn  alt 
I  will  not  lanien  you,  for  il  is  prime. 
And,  for  il  ia  no  fruit,  but  loss  of  lime  : 
Unio  my  purpose  I  will  have  recourse. 

And  so  befell  that  after  the  thriddf '  course, 
While  that  this  king  sal  thus  in  his  nobley,* 
Hcarlc^iiRg  hisministrels  their  thingfs  play. 
Before  btm  at  his  board  deliciously ; 
In  Bl  the  hall^  door  all  suddenly 
I'here  came  a  knighl  upon  a  steed  of  brass, 
And  in  his  hand  a  broad  mirrdr  of  glass ; 
Upon  bis  thumb  be  had  of  gold  a  ring, 
And  by  bts  side  a  naked  sword  hanging  ; 
And  up  he  ridcih  lo  the  high£  board. 
In  all  tlic  hall  nc  was  there  spoke  a  word 
For  marvel  of  this  knighl ;  him  to  behold 
Full  busily  they  waiten  young  and  old. 

Thti  Strang^  knight  that  came  thus  suddenly, 
All  arm^d  save  his  head  full  rich^ly, 
SaliSeth  king  and  queen,  and  lord<!s  all. 
By  order  as  they  saticn  in  the  hall. 
With  so  high  reverence  and  dbservanct 
As  well  in  speech  as  "m  his  countenance. 
Thai  Gawam  with  his  old^  courtesy. 
Though  he  were  come  again  out  of  Faerie, 
Ne  could  him  nut  amcnden  with  a  word  : 
And  after  tliiii  before  the  hightf  board 
He  with  a  manly  voice  said  his  message, 
Aftcf  the  form  usdd  in  his  languiigc, 
Witboiilen  vice  of  syllable'  or  of  letter  : 
And  for '  his  tati  should^  seem  the  better. 
Accordant  lo  his  irotd6s  was  his  cheer,' 
As  tcacbclh  art  of  speech  them  thai  it  Icre.' 
Al-bc-h  thai  I  cannot  sound  his  style, 
Nor  caBDot  climben  o'er  so  high  a  stile, 

'Srms  and  tterDiurwcs. 


t«!KJ; 


dliha ;    Stwir.   tKc  olliccr 
fr  Ihcni  on  labJc.      Htrwttrwti — voiirt|i  licmiM 
nrndde-third.     <  Nobley-nobll.ty.   ^  For  hl> 
llul  hb  laie.  ftc.    *  Cbocr— d«ponnicnL. 


f  Tbit  is  to  Myjifi  fioMfii 
where  10  yoauHy  Ib  droil| 
Bearen  your  body  into  evei 
To  which  your  hearth  willc\ 
Withouten  wemme  '  of  you 
Or  if  you  list  to  flee  as  high 
As  doth  an  eagle,  when  him 
This  sam^  steed  shall  bear  y 
Withouten  harm,  till  ye  be  tl 
(Though  that  ye  sleepen  on  h 
And  turn  again  with  writhing 
He  that  it  wrought  he  could? 
He  waited  many  a  constellati( 
Ere  he  had  done  this  operatidi 
And  knew  full  many  a  seal  anc 

"  This  mirror  eke  that  I  havt 
Hath  such  a  might  that  men  m 
When  there  shall  fall  any  advei 
Unto  your  regne  or  to  yourself ; 
And  openly  who  is  your  friend  < 
And  o'er  all  this,  if  any  lady  bri 
Hath  set  her  heart  on  any  mam 
If  he  be  false  she  shall  his  treas 
His  new^  love,  and  all  his  subtl 
So  openly  that  there  shall  nothi 

"  Wherefore  against  this  lust) 
This  mirror  and  this  ring,  that ) 
He  hath  sent  to  my  Lady  Cana 
Your  excellent^  daughter  that  i« 

"  The  virtii*>  -^  *' ' 
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And  know  his  meaning  openl)'  and  pkin, 

And  answer  him  in  his  language  again  ; 

And  every  grass  that  growech  upon  root  I 

She  thall  eke  know,  and  whum  it  will  do  boot,' 

All  be  his  woun(I<^5  ne'er  so  deep  and  wide. 

"This  iMkcd  sword,  that  hangeth  by  my  side, 
Such  vinuc  bath,  that  what  man  that  it  sniite, 
Tliraughoui  his  armour  it  wili  carve  and  bile,       1 
Were  il  >s  thick  as  is  a.  branch^  oak  ; 
And  what  man  that  is  wounded  with  the  stroke 
SbkB  ne'er  be  whole,  till  that  you  list  of  grace 
To  ttnke  him  with  lh«  plat '  in  thilk^  place 
Tlicrc'  he  is  hurt ;  this  is  as  much  to  sain,  1 

Ye  moten  *  with  the  pUtt^  sword  again 
Stmkcn  him  in  the  wound  and  k  will  close. 
This  is  the  very  soth,^  witlioulcn  glose  : ' 
It  uiletli  not  while  it  is  in  your  hold." 

And  when  this  knight  haih  thus  his  tald  told     i' 
He  tideih  out  of  hall,  and  down  he  light. 
His  ucvdi,  which  that  shone  as  sunn^  bright, 
Suuit  in  the  court  as  still  as  any  stone. 
This  knight  is  to  his  chamber  led  anon. 
And  ii  unorm'd,  and  to  the  meat  yseL  1 

These  presents  been  full  richdly  yfel,' 
This  is  lo  say,  the  sword  and  the  mirrdr, 
And  borne  anon  into  the  highrf  lowr 
With  certain  officers  ordain'd  therefore ; 
And  unto  C^inace  the  ring  is  bore  :^ 

Solemnjly,  there '  she  sal  at  the  table. 
Bui  sikcrly,'  withouleit  any  fable, 
The  horse  of  br^ss,  that  may  not  be  tcmuM,' 
It  Slant  as  it  were  to  the  ground  yglui^d  : 
There  may  no  man  out  of  the  place  it  drive  11 

For  none  cngfnc  of  windlass  or  polivc :  '" 
And  caus^  why,  for  they  con  "  not  the  craft, 
And  therefore  in  the  place  they  have  it  la/i 
Till  that  the  knight  halh  taught  them  the  mannere 
To  voidcn  "  him,  as  yc  shall  after  hear.  2 

(jreat  was  the  press"  that  swarmed  10  and  fro 
To  gon-n  '*  on  this  horse  that  standcth  so  ; 
For  tt  so  high  was,  and  so  broad  and  long, 
So  well  proportioned  for  to  be  strong. 


'  Raot— rnnnly.  help.  •  Pljil— Fr.  flat  porl.  '  There—where. 
■Mutai-muu.  '  Smh— trutk  •  Glosc— droeil,  '  VlPt-brotiKhi. 
■odial.  *Sik)T>y~>ur«lv,  •  Ranued  —  (Fr,  irwn/)  remoted. 
"  PoU>*— puUry.    "  For  Ihey  Mm  nol-  Iwtnuse  ihcj-  d 


"  PiTSv-eniwd     "  GiuTO--g!ur. 
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Right  as  it  were  a  steed  of  Lumbardy, 
Therewith  so'horsely  and  so  quick  of  eye 
As  it  a  gentle  Poileis  courser  were  ; 
For  certds  from  his  tail  unto  his  ear 
Nature  nor  art  ne  could  him  not  amend 
In  no  degree,  as  all  the  people  ween'd. 

But  evermore  their  mostd  wonder  was 
How  that  it  couldd  go  and  was  of  brass  : 
It  was  of  Faerie,  ^s  the  people  seemed : 
Diversd  folk  divers^y  had  deem^: 
As  many  heads  as  many  witt^s  been. 
They  murmur^  as  doth  a  swarm  of  been. 
And  madcn  skilles '  after  their  fantasies. 
Rehearsing  of  the  old^  poetries, 
And  said  it  was  ylike  the  Pegasee, 
The  horse  that  haddd  wing^s  for  to  flee, 
Or  else  it  was  the  Greek^s'  horse  Sinon, 
That  brought^  Troy^  to  destructidn, 
As  men  may  in  these  old^  gest^s'  read. 

"My  heart  (quod  one)  is  evermore  in  dredc ; * 
I  trow  some  men  of  arm^s  be  therein, 
That  shapen  them  this  city  for  to  win  : 
It  were  right  good  that  all  such  thing  were  know 
Another  rowndd*  to  his  fellow  low, 
^nd  said,  "He  lieth,  for  it  is  rather  like 
An  dpparencc  ymade  by  some  magfc, 
As  jugglers  play^n  at  these  feast^  great." 

•  Of  sundry  doubtds  thus  they  jangi'  and  treat,* 
As  lewdd*  people  deemen  commonly 

Of  thing^s  that  been  made  more  subtlcly 
Than  they  can  in  their  lew'dness  comprehend : 
They  deemen  gladly  to  the  badder  end. 

And  some  of  them  wond'red  on  the  mirrtSr 
That  borne  was  up  into  the  master  tow'r,' 
How  men  might  in  it  suchd  thingds  sec. 

Another  answ^r*d  and  said ;  "  It  might  well 
Naturally  by  compositidns 
Of  angles  and  of  sly  reflectidns  ;*' 

*  Skilles  —  reasons.     •  Gestes  —  adventures.     '  Drede  — 

*  Rowned — whispered.      *  Treat  —  discuss.     •  Lewed  —  ignc7 
^  Master  tow'r — chief  tower. 


V.  3x8.  a  gentle  Poileis  courser. "]  A  horse  of  Apulia,  which  in 
I  French  was  usually  called  Penile.    Tlie  horses  of  that  countiy  ^ 

I  much  esteemed.— 7yr. 

V.  832.  ike  Greekes  horse  Sinon.  ]    This  is  rather  an  awlnr»l«' 
expression  for— M^  horse  of  Sinon  the  Greek,  or,  as  we  might  «•!'• 
Sfmm  the  GmJts  horse.— Tyr. 
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Mid^  thai  in  Rome  was  suchd  one. 
i])ak  of  Alhaicn  and  Vitellon 
Arisiolle,  that  wnten  in  Ihcir  lives 
lauil^'  mirrors  aod  of  ptiSspcctives, 
uiwMi  Ihey  Ihai  have  tJicir  bookds  heard, 
d  other  fcjk  have  wond'red  on  the  sword 
woultU  picrcen  throughout  every  thing; 


n  spcecii  of  felephus  the  king, 
>i  AchiNes  for  his  quaint^ '  spear, 
ic  could  with  it  both<<  heal  and  dcre,' 


n  such  wise  as  men  may  with  the  sword 
lich  right  now  yc  have  yourselven  heard.       2{J5 
spcakcn  of  sundry  harding  of  meldl, 
■peakcn  of  medicines  therewithal!, 
low  and  when  it  should  y harden 'd  be, 
h  is  unknown  algatfs*  uiitu  me. 
.■n  tpeaken  they  of  Canacc^s  ring,  270 

iBidrn  all,  titat  such  a  wonder  thing 
ific  of  ring^s  heard  ihcy  never  none, 
that  he,  Moses  and  King  Salomon, 
tit  a  Diune  of  conning  *jn  such  an. 
say  the  people,  and  drawcn  them  apart.       175 
:  Diatbticss  some  satden  that  it  was 
ler  to  makcn  of  fern  ashen  glass, 
ret  is  glass  naught  like  ashen  of  fern ; 
yf  they  had  yknowen  ii  so  feme,' 
■fore  ceaselh  their  jangling  and  their  wonder. 
tori  wond'reti  some  on  cause  of  thunder,      >g  r 
ibe  and  flood,  on  gossamer  and  on  mist, 
m  all  thing  till  that  the  cjusc  is  wist." 
u  jatiglcn  they,  and  dccmen  and  devise, 
Ut  the  king  'gan  from  his  board  arise.  285 

xtwshath  left  the  angle  meridional, 
let  ascending  was  the  beast  rcdl,' 
jiaitle  Lion,  with  his  Aldrian, 
I  thai  this  Tartar  king,  this  Cambuscan, 
rram  his  board,  there  as  he  sat  full  high :     ifi 
a  him  go'ih  the  loudc  mmstrclcy, 
c  cotnc  10  his  c  hambiT  of  parfmcnts," 
35  they  soundcn  divers  instruments. 


'  Dcre— wounil, 


Thttk  ihdiUtfiM  dcvisen 

MHio  could  tellen  you  tt 
So  dncouth,*  and  so  frcsh^ 
Such  subtle  lockings  and  c 
For  dread  of  jealous  men's 
No  man  but  Launcelot,  anc 
Therefdre  I  pass  o'er  all  thi 
I  say  no  more,  but  in  this  jc 
I  let  them,  till  men  to  the  st 

The  steward  bit  the  spices 
And  eke  the  wine,  in  all  this 
The  ushers  and  the  squi^ry  b 
The  spices  and  the  wine  is  co 
They  eat  and  drink,  and  whei 
Unto  the  temple',  as  reason  w. 
The  service  done  they  suppen 

What  needeth  you  rehearsei 
Each  man  wot  well  that  at  a  I 
Is  plenty  to  the  most  and  to  tl 
And  dainties  more  than  be  in 

And  after  supper  go'th  this  i 
To  see  this  horse  of  brass,  wit 
Of  lord^s  and  of  ladies  him  ab 
Such  wond'ring  was  there  on  t 
That  since  the  great  assiege  o 
Thereas  •  men  wond'red  on  a  1 
Ne  was  there  such  a  wond'rin{ 
But,  finally,  the  kinir  acu-*' 
The  virf»"* 
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TMien  that  ihe  knighi  laid  hand  upon  his  rein. 
j\fid  satdd  -.  "  5irc,  there  is  no  more  ■□  sain, 
Bui  wbcn  you  list  lo  riden  any  where, 
Ye  nvolen  Irill  a  pin  stani '  in  his  car, 
Which  I  shaU  icllcii  you  betwixt  us  two, 
Ye  motcn  nempn' '  him  to  what  place  also. 
Or  to  what  country,  that  you  list  to  ride. 

And  when  yc  come  ihereas'  you  list  abide 
Bid  him  descend,  and  trill  another  pin, 
(For  therein  h'th  th'  effect  of  all  the  gin) ' 
And  be  will  down  descend  and  do  your  will, 
And  in  that  place  he  will  abiden  stiii ; 
Though  all  the  witrld  had  the  contrfiry  swore 
He  sliall  not  thence  be  drawen  nor  be  bore  : ' 
Or  if  you  list  (o  bid  him  thennfe  gone, 
TrilM  this  pin,  and  he  will  vTtn'sh  anon 
Out  of  the  sight  of  every  manner  wight," 
And  come  again,  be  it  by  day  or  night. 
When  that  you  list  to  cicpen  '  him  again. 
Id  such  a  guise  as  1  shall  to  you  sain 
Bctwixcn  you  and  me,  and  that  full  soon. 
Ride  when  voii  list,  there  n'is  no  more  to  done. 

Enform^d  when  the  Icing  was  of  the  knight, 
And  hath  conceive  in  his  wit  aright 
The  manner  and  the  form_  of  all  this  thing, 
FdU  ^bd  and  blith  this  noble  doughty  king 
Repaircth  lo  hts  revel  as  bcforn. 
The  bridle  is  into  the  tuw'r  y borne. 
And  kept  among  his  jewels  lefe'  and  dear  : 
The  horse  vanlsh'd,  I  n'oi*  in  what  mannerc, 
Obi  of  their  sight  ;  ye  get  no  more  of  me  : 
But  thus  I  Icl  "  in  lust  and  jollity 
This  Camhuscan  his  lordfo  feast_f  ing 
Till  that  well  nigh  the  day  began  to  spring, 

Pars  SetHHda. 
TTic  nnuricc  "  of  degcstlon,  the  sleep, 
'Can  on  them  wink,  and  bade  them  taken  keep  ' 
That  muchcl  drintaand  labour  will  have  rest. 
And  with  a  t;aping  mouth  Ihem  all  he  kest," 
And  said,  thai  it  was  tunc  to  lie  adown. 
For  blood  was  in  his  doniinntidn  : 


37  S 


-(("^ 


tanding.  *  Motwi  ncmpn'-- 
•  Gin  —  raipnc,  contrivance. 
n — bome.  '  Unniwr  wight —mwy  il«cnpliiiii  of  pcnoo. 
ptn— cttlL  •  tefc  -pleutni;.  'Not — know  not.  i*  1«— 
I.  "  Nouri«^nurw,   "  T»Jie  trcp— observe.   i»  KeM  — ku«il. 
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Cherisheth  blood,  natdrds  friend,  quod  he. 

They  thanken  him  gaping,  by  two,  by  three 
And  every  wight  'gan  draw  him  to  his  rest, 
As  sleep  them  bade ;  they  took  it  for  the  best 

Their  dreamds  shall  not  now  be  told  for  me ; 
Full  were  their  headds  of  fumosity,* 
That  causeth  dream,  of  which  there  is  no 
They  sleepen  till  that  it  was  primd  large,* 
The  most^  part,  but  it  were*  Canace  ; 
She  was  full  measurable,*  as  women  be ; 
For  of  her  father  had  she  tak'n  her  leave 
To  go  to  rest  soon  after  it  was  eve ; 
Her  listd  not  appall^®  for  to  be. 
Nor  on  the  morrow  unfeastly  for  to  see,^ 
And  slept  her  firsts  sleep,  and  then  awoke  : 
For  such  a  joy  she  in  her  hearth  took 
Both  of  her  quaint^  *  ring  and  her  mirr6r. 
That  twenty  time  she  changed  her  coldur. 
And  in  her  sleep  right  for  the  impressidn 
Of  her  mirrdr  she  had  a  vision  ; 
Wherefore  ere  that  the  sunnd  'gan  up  glide, 
She  clepeth  upon  her  mistress  her  beside. 
And  saidd  that  her  lustd*  for  t'  arise. 

These  old^  women  that  be  gladly  wise, 
As  is  her  mistress,  answered  her  anon. 
And  said ;  "  Madamd,  whither  will  ye  gone 
Thus  early  ?  for  the  folk  be  all  in  rest." 

"  I  will,  quod  she,  arisen,  for  me  lest 
No  longer  for  to  sleep,  and  walk  about" 

Her  mistress  clepeth  women  a  great  rout, 
And  up  they  risen  well  a  ten  or  twelve  ; 
Up  riseth  freshd  Canace  herselve. 
As  ruddy  and  bright  as  is  the  youngd  sun 
That  in  the  Ram  is  four  degrees  yrun  ; 
No  higher  was  he  when  she  ready  was  ;  41 

And  forth  she  walkdth  easily  a  pace, 
Arraydd  after  the  lusty  season  sote,*** 
Lightly  for  to  play,  and  walk  on  foot, 
Naught  but  with  five  or  six  of  her  meinie," 
And  in  a  trench^  ^^  forth  in  the  park  go'th  she.     415 

*  Fumosity — fumes  from  drinking.  •  There  is  no  charge — no 
consequence  is  to  be  apprehended.  '  Prime  kirge — (Fr.  idiom, 
**  grand  matin")  full  day.  *  But  it  were — except.  ^Measurable 
— moderate.    •  Listc  not  appalled — i.  e.  she  did  not  care  to  grow 

rale.  '  Unfeastly  for  to  see  —  to  app^u*  unused  to  feasting. 
Quainte— ciuious.  ^  Her  luste — she  wished.  '*  Lusty  season 
sote — ^the  pleasant,  sweet  season.  *' Meinie — attendants.  ^Trenchc 
— if  this  word  mean  not,  "  a  narrow  valley."  I  am  at  a  loss  to  offier 
an  interpretation. 
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TTm  Tapour  which  thai  from  ihc  earthi  glodc ' 
"Malceth  tne  sun  10  secmd  ruddy  and  brodc  : 
"WM  R3ili^le»  it  was  so  fair  a  sight 
"TTuu  it  nude  all  ihcir  hean^s  for  to  light," 
"What  for  the  season  and  ihe  marrowninE,  4:^0 

And  for  the  fowl^  thai  she  hcard^  siiig. 
Vat  rieht  anon  she  wisttf'  what  they  infcinl 
Right  by  their  aong,  and  knew  all  ilieir  inicni. 

The  knotti'  why  that  every  tale  is  lold, 
If  it  be  tarried  tilt  the  lust "  be  cold  435 

Of  them  that  have  it  hearkened  after  yore," 
The  savour  pasicth  ever  longer  the  more 
For  fuboincncu  of  the  prolixity ; 
And  by  that  samri  reason  thinkelh  me 
I  Aould  UIMO  ihe  knoti^  condescend,  43a 

And  mnhcn  of  her  walking  soon  an  end. 

Amidst  a  tree  fur-dry,''  as  white  as  chalk, 
Ki  Canace  was  playing  in  her  walk, 
tTiere  »at  a  falcon  over  her  head  full  high 
that  with  a  pilctius  voice  so  'gan  10  cry,  435 

I  ttan  an  the  wood  resounded  of  her  cry, 
"■"  1  beaten  had  herself  so  piicously 
h  both  her  wing^s  till  the  reddi!  blood 
n  eniMlong  llie  tree  there  as  she  stood ; 
d  ever  in  one  '  iilway  she  cried  and  shright,*    440 
d  with  her  beak  hcreclven  she  so  twight,'" 
It  there  n'  Is  "  tiger  ne  no  cruel  beast 
II  dwellcih  cither  in  wood  or  in  forest 
_  _.  \\  n'oldc  "  have  wept,  if  that  he  wcepcn  could. 
For  sorrow  of  her,  she  shrighc  alway  so  loud.        445 
•  •  •  *  « 

-^^iTbI  loiUcnn  a  ihc  luncntUleni  of  the  falcon  on  occounl  of  Ihe 
Icln-hnulnliusii  mnit  InfidiUly  of  her  male.  The  deserted  fair 
00c  tnng  foamhal  prolix,  uid  withal  not  inloisliTig  in  hei 
camplainl.  we  will,  with  the  rcadcr'i  consenl.  pkii  on  10  the 
tianaiaim  of  (he  lale.  The  princru  has  i^airied  the  wniuDded 
hM  home,  which  hid  tainlecl  In  hrt  lap,  and  placrd  it  in  ■ 

Thus  letc  '*  I  Canace  her  hawk  keeping ; 
I  will  BO  more  as  now  speak  of  her  ring. 
Till  it  come  eft  '*  to  purpose  for  to  sain, 
How  that  this  falcon  got  her  love  again 


or  cniei  maiier  01  a  iunjeci.  '  i,iiu — inrii- 
-dimt  whilt  '  For^liy— nuite  dry.  '  Erer 
»  Shnshi— ihileked.  "  Twisht— pluckal. 
t — would  nor  "  Lde — leavt  ■'  Efl— osain. 
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Repentant,  as  the  story  telleth  us, 

By  mediation  of  Camballus, 

The  king^s  son,  of  which  that  I  you  told ; 

But  henn^sforth  I  will  my  process^  hold 

To  speak  of  ^ventures  and  of  bataUles,  ^ 

That  yet  was  never  heard  so  great  marvjulles- 

First  will  I  tellen  you  of  Cambuscan, 
That  in  his  tim^  many  a  city  wan  ; 
And  after  will  I  speak  of  Algarsife, 
How  that  he  won  Theodora  to  his  wife,  ^ 

For  whom  full  oft  in  great  peril  he  was, 
Ne  had  he  been  holpen^  by  the  horse  of  bras^  * 
And  after  will  I  speak  of  Camballo, 
That  fought  in  list^s  with  the  brethren  two 
For  Canace,  ere  that  he  might  her  win, 
And  there  ^  I  left  I  will  again  begin. 

#      '  «  «  «  « 

"  Call  up  him  that  left  half  told 
The  story  of  Cambuscan  bold ; 
Of  Cambal  and  of  Algarsife, 
And  who  had  Canace  to  wife 
That  own'd  the  virtuous  ring  and  glass, 
And  the  wond'rous  horse  of  brass  ^^^^ 

On  which  the  Tartar  king  did  ride.** — //  Pensier^ 

*  Process — ^progress.     '  Holpen — helped.     •  There — wh< 


*  The  bold  task  of  supplying  what  Chaucer  left  "untold," 
attempted  by  Spenser  in  the  "Faery  Queene,"  book  iv. 
2  and  3,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred. 
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•*  In  faith,  Squidr,  thou  hast  thee  well  acquit, 

And  gentlely  :  I  praisd  well  thy  wit, 

Quod  the  Frank^lin.     Considering  thy  youtht5 

So  feelingly  thou  speakest,  Sir,  I  allue  *  thee. 

As  to  my  doom,'  there  is  none  that  is  here  5 

Of  eloquence  that  shall  be  thy  peer 

If  that  thou  live  :  God  give  thee  good^  chance, 

And  in  virtde  send  thee  continuance  ; 

For  of  thy  speaking  I  have  great  dainty. 

I  have  a  son,  and  by  the  Trinity  10 

it  were  me  lever  *  than  twenty  pound  worth  land, 

Though  it  right  now  were  fallen  in  my  hand. 

He  were  a  man  of  such  discretidn 

As  that  ye  be.     Fie  on  possessidn 

But  if  a  man  *  be  virtuous  withal !  1 5 

I  have  my  sonn^  snibb^l*  and  yet  shall, 

For  he  to  virtue  listeth  not  t'  intend,* 

But  for  to  play  at  dice  and  to  dispend, 

And  lose  all  that  he  hath,  is  his  usdge  ; 

And  he  had  lever  ^  talken  with  a  page  20 

Than  to  commune  with  any  gentle  wight 

There*  he  might  lear^n  gentilless  aright ** 

**  Straw  for  your  gentilless^  !  quod  our  Host. 
What  ?  Frank^lin,  pard^  Sir,  well  thou  wo'st  ® 
That  each  of  you  must  tellen  at  the  least  25 

A  Tale  or  two,  or  breaken  his  behest.**  *® 
"  That  know  I  well,  Sir,  quod  the  Frank^lin  : 
I  pray  you  haveth  me  not  in  disdain 
Though  1  to  this  man  speak  a  word  or  two.*^ 

"  TeU  on  thy  Tale  withouten  word^s  mo.*'  30 

"  Gladly,  Sir  Host,  quod  he,  I  will  obey 
Unto  your  will  :  now  hearkeneth  what  1  say  : 
I  will  you  not  contrdrien  in  no  wise. 
As  £ur  as  that  my  witt^s  may  suffice. 
iDray  to  God  that  it  may  pleasen  you,  35 

Tnen  wot  I  well  that  it  is  good  enow. 

*  AOiie — (Fr.)  piaise.  applaud.  *  Doom— judgment.  '  It  were 
ie  lever— I  had  rather.  ^  But  if  a  man — unless  a  man  be,  &c. 
SB&Axd— rebuked.  *  For  he  listeth  not  to  intend— because  he 
tmh  not  to  culthrate.  '  Lever— rather.  •  There— where.  •  Wo'st 
knowest.    ^  Behest— agreement,  promise. 
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"  These  old^  gentle  Bretons  in  their  days 
Of  diverse  dventur^s  maden  lays 
Rhymed  in  their  firsts  Breton  tongue, 
Which  lay^s  with  their  instruments  they  sung, 
Or  ell(5s  readcn  them  for  their  pleasdnce, 
And  one  of  them  have  I  in  remembrance, 
Which  I  shall  say  with  good  will  as  I  can. 

*'  But,  Sirs,  because  I  am  a  borel '  man, 
At  my  beginning  first  I  you  beseech 
Have  me  excused  of  my  rudd  speech  : 
I  leamdd  never  rhetoric  certiin ; 
Thing  that  I  speak  it  must  be  bsire  and  plain : 
I  slept  never  on  the  Mount  of  Pamaso, 
Nor  leamdd  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero. 
Coldurs'  nc  know  I  none,  withouten  drede,' 
But  such  coldurs  as  growen  in  the  mead, 
Or  ellds  such  as  men  dye  with  or  paint; 
Coldurs  of  rhetoric  be  to  me  quaint ;  * 
My  spirit  feeleth*  not  of  such  mattere  : 
But  if  you  lust,®  my  Tald  shall  ye  hear. 

*  Borel — plain,  or,  unclerkly.     •  Colours — ornaments,  doque^' 
Drede— ^oubt.   *  Quaint— strange.   *  Feeleth — percdveth.    • 
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— wish. 
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Armoric'.  thai  callM  is  firctagne, 
e  was  a  knight  thai  lov'd  and  did  his  pain 
ei^c  a  liidv  in  his  besid  wise, 
\t\MVf  a  l;ibuur.  many  a  great  emprise,' 
for  his  Udy  wrought  ere  she  were  won, 
she  was  one  ihc  fairest  under  sun, 
I  ckc  thereto  eomot  of  so  high  kindred, 
I  well  uitncth^'  diirsi  this  knight  for  dread 
[  bu  bis  woe,  bis  pain,  and  his  distress  : 
U  the  Ust  she  for  bis  wortliincss. 


'  L'nnrthti— scarcely. 


T'ifJr.]  Aurallui.  >fl«  much  labour  ■nd  com 
lO  win  Ibe  love  of  riongHi,  another  man  s  wife,  ii  conlcDl 
L  ihtnuch  th«  gcMd  dcBling  of  hrr  and  her  husband,  to 
U>  latAitt  ani]  cost.     The  scope  oT  (his  Tsle  seemclb  to 

«  to  no  other  mutli*  Ihsa  the  iaculcsllon  of  Ihc  hcsvenly 
cf  ItoKOUR  anil  TKOTH,  I  could  doi  have  omilled  [his 

»«T«t    u 

ino|Ni 


A^a 


As  ito  JoMr  tatM^ 
Sttf^Oiiit  the  name' of  sc 
That  would  he  have  for  s 
She  thanks  him,  and  wi 
She  saidd,  "  Sir,  since  of  ] 
Ye  proff  Ven  me  to  have  s 
No  wouldd  God  never  bet\ 
As  in  my  guilt,  were  either 
Sir,  I  will  be  your  humble 
Have  here  my  truth,  till  thj 
Thus  been  they  both  in  qui 
For  one  thing.  Sirs,  safel) 
That  friend^  evereach  othe 
If  they  will  long^  holden  con 
Lx)ve  will  not  be  constrain'd 
When  mastery  cometh,  the  gt 
Bcateth  his  wings,  and,  farew 
Love  is  a  thing,  as  any  spirit 
Women  of  kind*  desiren  libe 
And  not  to  be  constrained  as 
And  so  do  men,  if  sothly  ^  I  i 
Look,  who  that  is  most  pati^i 
He  is  at  his  advantage  sdl  ab 
Patience  is  a  high  virtde  cert 
For  it  vanqilisheth,  as  these  < 
Thing^s  that  rigour  never  sh< 
For  every  word  men  may  not 
Leameth  to  suff 'ren,  or,  so  n 
Ye  shall  it  !*»'»— 
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:h  fall  oft  to  do  amiss  or  speaken  : 
cvtrry  wrong  a  man  may  not  be  wreakcn.' 
•a  the  lim(  musi  be  lemperance 
every  •ighl  thai  can  of  governance  :' 
d  ihcrdorc  huth  thia  worthy  wisf  knigtit 
To  liven  in  case)  sulTrance  her  behighi,' 
Uiii  she  \a  him  full  wifely  'gan  to  swear. 
That  never  should  there  be  default  in  her. 
Hnc  may  men  see  a  humble  wife  acconi : 
lu*  hitb  she  take  her  servant  and  her  lord, 
n  love  and  lord  in  marriige. 
□  was  he  both  in  lordship  and  scrvAge  ? 
«  :  nay,  but  in  lordship  all  above, 
ic  hatli  both  his  lady  and  his  love  ; 
lis  lady  certtfs,  and  his  wife  also, 
fhc  which  llial  law  of  love  accordeth  to. 
d  when  be  was  in  this  prosperity, 
ime  with  his  wife  he  go'th  to  his  country, 
^^^  il  far  from  Penmark,  there  *  his  dwelling  was, 
Whereas  hv  livfth  in  bliss  and  in  solice. 

Who  could^  tell,  (but  he  had  wedded  be,) 
"*ie  joy,  the  ease,  and  the  prosperity, 

at  isbctwint  a  husband  and  his  wife? 
&  year  and  more  lastcth  this  blissful  life, 
''U  that  this  knight,  of  which  I  spake  of  thus, 
It  of  Caimid  was  clep'd  Arviragus, 
iiopc '  him  to  go  and  dwell  a  year  or  twain 
in  Lniflcland,  that  clep'd  was  eke  Brctagne, 
To  sea:  in  arm^s  worship  and  hondur, 
For  all  his  lust*  he  set  in  such  labdur) 
Ind  dwcli^  there  two  year:  the  book  sailh  thus 
Now  will  I  stint '  of  this  Arviragus, 

E:ak  I  will  of  Dorigen  his  wife, 
veth  her  husband  as  her  hearth  life. 


m^irreDgHl.  nsiinl  with  pu 
-UalBbteof  governing.  '  Beti 
*  f^pc — stuped,  pnrparcd. 


iMt.  Ptmmark.y     On  ihe  we«  coul  of  BT«lu;ne,  bdwcea 

dPonl-Orlmt— 7>r. 
|«&  Cn'rrML]    Thii  word  ii  of  Brillih  origin,  and  DgniGes 
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For  his  absence  weepeth  she  and  siketh,^  US 

As  do  these  noble  wiv^s  when  them  liketh  : 

She  moumeth,  waketh,  waileth,  fasteth,  plain< 

Desire  of  his  presence  her  so  distraineth, 

That  all  this  wid^  world  she  set  at  naught 

Her  friend^s,  which  that  knew  her  heavy  thoughl 

Comfdrten  her  in  all  that  e*er  they  may  ; 

They  preachen  her,  they  tell  her  night  and  day 

That  causeless  she  slay'th  herself,  alas ! 

And  every  comfdrt  possfble  in  this  case 

They  do  to  her  with  all  their  business,^  155 

All  for  to<make  her  leave  her  heaviness. 

By  process,  as  yc  knowen  evereach  one, 
Men  may  so  longd  graven  in  a  stone 
Till  some  figure  therein  imprinted  be  : 
So  long  have  they  comfdrtcd  her,  till  she  160 

Received  hath,  by  hope  and  by  reasdn, 
Th'  imprinting  of  their  consolatidn. 
Through  which  her  greatd  sorrow  'gan  assuage     r 
She  may  not  alway  duren  in  such  rage. 
And  eke  Arviragus,  in  all  this  care,  idi 

Hath  sent  his  letters  home  of  his  welfare, 
And  that  he  will  come  hastily  again. 
Or  elMs  had  this  sorrow  her  heartd  slain. 

Her  friend^s  saw  her  sorrow  'gan  to  slack. 
And  praiden  her  on  knees,  for  Godd^s  sake,  ^lo 

To  come  and  roamen  in  their  company, 
Away  to  drive  her  darkd  fantasy  : 
And,  finally,  she  granted  that  request, 
For  well  she  saw  that  it  was  for  the  best. 

Now  stood  her.  castle  fastd  by  the  sea,  '75 

And  often  with  her  friendds  walked  she, 
Her  to  disporten  on  the  bank^s  high. 
Where  as  she  many  a  ship  and  bargd  sie  * 
Sailing  their  course  where  as  them  list  to  go  : 
But  then  was  that  a  parcel  of  her  woe. 
For  to  herself  full  oft,  "  Alas  !  said  she, 
Is  there  no  ship,  of  so  many'  as  I  see. 
Will  bringen  home  my  lord  1  then  were  my  heart 
All  warish'd*  of  his  bitter  paints  smart."  0. 

Another  timd  would  she  sit  and  think,  x'^      ^ 

And  cast  her  eycn  downward  from  the  brink  ; 
But  when  she  saw  the  grisly  rockds  black. 
For  very  fear  so  would  her  hearth  quake, 
That  on  her  feet  she  might  her  not  sustain  : 
Then  would  she  sit  adown  upon  the  green, 

'  Siketh — sigheth.     •  Business— assiduity.      '  Sie-  saw.     ^  Wi 
ish'd — relieved,  cured. 
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d  piKou&Iy  into  (he  sea  behold, 
d  say  righl  tbu«,  with  careful  sik<5s  '  cold  : 
■"  Elcrnrf  God  !  ihat  through  ihy  purveyance 
_  rAdcct  this  world  bj'  certain  governance  ; 
n  mUc,*  as  men  say,  yc  aolhing  make  : 
~  \,  Lord  :  these  gririy  licndly  rock^s  black, 

U  seemea  nithcr  a  foul  confusidn 
(M  wt»rk  ihiui  any  fair  creatiiin 
Of  (uch  a  perfect  ivisi<  Gud  and  stable  : 
Why  have  ye  wrought  this  work  unreasonable  ? 
For  by  this  work  north,  south,  ne  west,  ne  east. 
There  n'is  •  yfoslcr'd  man,  ne  bird,  ne  beast  : 
It  doth  no  good  to  my  wit,  but  annoyetk* 
Sec  )c  not,  l^rd !  how  minkind  it  destroyeth  ^ 
A  hundred  thousand  bodies  of  mankind 
Hav«  rt>ck6i  slain,  all  be  lliey  nol'in  mind, 
Vhich  maokind  is  so  fair  part  of  ihy  work, 
SImni  madest  it  like  lo  Ihinc  owcn  mark.' 
I,  scemcih  ii,  ye  had  a  great  chcrttf  ° 
Towird  mankind  ;  but  how  then  may  it  be 
That  ye  such  tncan^s  make  it  lo  dcsiroycn. 
Which  roean^s  do  no  good,  but  ever"  annoyen  ? 

I  wot  well  clerkifs  will  say  as  them  test,' 
ilhr  ar]^tnents,  that  ail  is  for  the  best, 
Though  I  ue  can  the  causes  naught  yknow  : 
Bui  tntlk^  God  that  made  ihe  wind  to  blow. 
As  keep  my  lord ;  *  this  is  my  condusiiin  : 
To  cXakii  let  I  all  dispdiison  :" 
Sut  wouldtf  God  Ihat  all  these  rockijs  black 
Were  sunken  into  hcUf  for  his  soke  : 

c  rocktfs  slay  mine  hearth  for  the  fear." 
I  would  she  say  with  many  a  piteous  tear. 
HcT  fhendib  saw  that  it  was  no  disport 
To  roainen  by  the  sea,  but  dlscomfon. 
And  shape  Ihcm  for  m  playcn  somewhere  else. 
They  leaden  her  by  rivers  and  by  wclls,'^ 
And  eke  in  other  niaces  d^lilable  : 
they  daneen,  and  they  play  at  chess  and  tables. 
10  on  a  day.  right  in  the  morrow  tide, 
Jnio  a  gaiden  that  was  there  beside. 


^.ghs. 


Bin.  '  X'i» — ii  not.  *  Annoyrih 
line  own  image.  •  t-tlertc — love. 
'  .\i  kwp  my  lonJ— I  i,  "  us  hr 
ic  keep  my  lord."    "  Dlspulison— 


^  thai  "uhlti"  ■ 


ihe  French  plunl  of  n 
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In  which  that  they  had  made  their  ordinance  ^ 

Of  vitaille  and  of  other  pdrveyance, 

They  go  and  play  them  ail  the  long^  day  ; 

And  this  was  on  the  sixt^  morrow  of  May  ; 

Which  May  had  painted  with  his  soft^  showers 

This  garden  full  of  leaves  and  of  flowers ; 

And  craft  of  mannas  hand  so  curiously 

Arrayed  had  this  garden  trudly, 

That  never  was  there  garden  of  such  price, 

But  if*  it  were  the  very  Paradise. 

Th*  oddur  of  flow*r^s  and  the  fresh^  sight 

Would  have  ymak^d  any  hearth  light 

That  e'er  was  bom,  but  if  '  too  great  sickness 

Or  too  great  sorrow  held  it  in  distress; — 

So  full  it  was  of  beauty  and  pleasdnce. 

And  after  dinner  gonnen  they  to  dance 
And  sing  also,  save  Dorigen  alone, 
Which  made  alway  her  cdmplaint  and  her  moan. 
For  she  ne  saw  him  on  the  danc^  go, 
That  was  her  husband  and  her  love  also  : 
But  nathdless'  she  must  a  time  abide, 
And  with  good  hop^  let  her  sorrow  slide. 

Upon  this  dance,  amongds  other  men, 
Dancdd  a  squi^r  before  Dorigen, 
That  fresher  was  and  jollier  of  array, 
As  to  my  doom,*  than  is  the  month  of  May. 
He  singeth,  danceth,  passing  any  man 
That  is,  or  was  since  that  the  world  began  ; 
Therewith  he  was,  if  men  should  him  descrive, 
One  of  the  best^  faring*  men  on  live  ; 
Youn  ^,  strong,  and  virtuous,  and  rich,  and  wise, 
And  well  belov'd,  and  holden  in  great  prise.* 
And,  shortly,  if  the  soth  I  tellen  shall, 
Unweeting^  of  this  Dorigen  at  all. 
This  lusty  squi^r,  servant  to  Venus, 
Which  that  yclep^d  was  Aurehus, 
Had  lov'd  her  best  of  any  credture 
Two  years  and  more,  as  was  his  dventure,' 
But  never  durst  he  tell  her  his  grievance  : 
Withouten  cup  he  drank  all  his  penince.* 
He  was  despaired  ;  nothing  durst  he  say. 
Save  in  his  songds  somewhat  would  he  'wray*® 
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Im  woe,  as  in  a  gcner:d  cnmplaining ; 

le  sud  he  luv'd  and  was  betov'd  ncthing. 

~  such  nutter^  made  he  many  lays,  375 

n^f%,  cotnplainltfs,  roundels,  virtlays ;  ' 

low  that  he  durel<^  nut  his  sorrow  telL 

Ut  hnguisheth  a»  do(h  a  Fury'  in  hell  ; 
^nd  die  be  must,  he  said,  as  did  Echd 
For  Narcissus,  ihat  dursl  nol  lell  her  woe.  180 

other  manner  than  ye  hear  mc  say 
He  durst  he  nut  to  her  his  woe  bewray, 
Save  that  pai^vcniure  somelime  at  dances. 
There  '  Toungi  folk  keevcn  their  6bsen-Snccs, 
It  may  well  be.  he  looked  on  her  face  31^5 

in  Mich  It  wise,  as  man  that  asketh  grace  ;  * 
But  nothing  wisii5  she  of  his  intent 
Kathlcss  it  h.-ipp^  ere  they  thenn^s  went. 
Because  that  he  was  her  neighdboiir. 
And  was  a  man  of  worship  and  honour,  290 

And  had  yknowtn  him  of  limtf  yore,* 
They  fell  in  speech,  and  forth  aye  more  and  more 
t-'nlo  bis  fiurpotc  drew  Aurclius, 
And  when  he  siiw  his  time  he  said^  thus  : 
"  Madlmc,  quod  he,  by  God,  thai  this  world  made, 
So  thai  I  wisl  it  might  your  hearle  glad,  296 

~  would  thai  day  that  your  Arviragus 
Wetti  over  sea,  that  1  Aurelius 
Had  gone  there "  I  should  never  come  again, 
For  well  I  wot  my  service  is  in  vain  ;  300 

MyxuerdoQ*  n'b  but  bursting  of  mine  heart. 
MaOBin^,  rue  upon  my  painds  smart, 

MM*,  nrclayt — at  mtili  itlaw.     ■  There— where   .'Graci! 
f.     ♦Tlnie  yore— lime  post.     *  Guerdon— rcwani. 

^    ifu',iih.  Tir/I,iyt.]    The  niimdcl.  or  romlwi.  "us  one 

■I'.rti  ia  the  Ihirtcenlh  century,     "  It  con* 

'-    Godwin,  "ot  Ihirteen  wsrses,  ilhposed 

'>r  wUcIldsKi  have  one  rhyme,  and  fiw 

.'<i  ihiH  rinnmi,  and  hi  Ihe  end  o(  Ihc 

' '.-irinins  of  the  nmdeau  is  Rfwatnl.  in  nn 

11   [KitiiUlc     I'hcn  li  ■  spcciDiea  of  «n  nnvieni 

[\tlBy«h  (woiiiling  of  a  snnllcr  oumtjct  u(  verses. 

■ 'u  J,  frvijiart,  far  Sli.   Palayt.  Mn:  Je 

f  BnwWBclorlly  deiribcd  tij'  Cotgmvr  10  lie.  ■■  a 
ft  f*Mt'     'nwre  Is  >  parliuuliir  detcriplion  of  a 
r  yArdii,  di  Phisanrr.  iol  \3.—Gloj<.     Mi,  Tyiwhtil 
'   ~  Ihc  iliufl  poem  In  Chituca's  works,  beginning— 
AluM  watkioK  in  thought  plaining." 
I  a  aprcinien  of  Ih?  rirrtBy, 
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For  with  a  word  ye  may  me  slay  or  save. 
Here  at  your  feet  God  would  that  I  were  grave.* 
1  n'  have  as  now  no  leisure  more  to  say  : 
Have  mercy,  sweet !  or  ye  will  do  me  dey.*" 

She  'gan  to  look  upon  Aurelius  : 
"Is  this  your  will,  ^quod  she)  and  say  ye  thus? 
Ne'er  erst '  (quod  sne)  ne  wist*  I  what  ye  meant ;        ^^      '^lO 
But  now  I  know,  Aurelie',  your  intent  3^^^ 

By  thilk^  God  that  gave  me  soul  and  life 
Ne  shall  I  never  be  an  untrue  wife 
In  word  or  work,  as  far  as  I  have  wit ; 

1  will  be  his  to  whom  that  I  am  knit  :  31 S 

Take  this  for  final  answer  as  of  me."  3:    ^^^ 

But  after  that,  in  play  thus  said^  she  : 

"  Aurelius,  (quoid  she)  by  God  above 
Yet  will  I  granten  you  to  be  your  love, 

(Since  1  you  see  so  pitcously  complain.)  ^^^         3- 

Look ; — what  day  that  endlong*  Bretagne  32^ 

Ye  remue  •  all  the  rock^s  stone  by  stone. 
That  they  ne  letten '  ship  ne  boat  to  gone  ; 
I  say,  when  yc  have  made  the  coast  so  clean 
Of  rock^s  that  there  n*is  no  stone  yseen. 
Then  will  I  love  you  best  of  any  man  ;  325, 

Have  here  my  truth,  in  all  that  ever  I  can  ; 
For  well  1  wot  that  it  shall  ne*er  betide. 
Let  such  folfe  out  of  your  hearth  ghde  : 
What  deintee  should  a  man  have  in  his  hfe 

For  to  go  love  another  mannas  wife  }  " 

#  «  «  «  « 

Aurelius  full  often  sor^  siketh  : ' 
"Is  there  none  other  grace  in  you  ?  "  quod  he. 
"  No,  by  that  Lord,  quod  she,  that  mak^d  me." 
Woe  was  Aurelie  when  that  he  this  heard,  335 

And  with  a  sorrowful  heart  he  thus  answer 'd  : 

"  Maddme,  quod  he,  this  were  impossible  ; 
Then  must  I  die  of  sudden  death  horrfble." 
And  with  that  word  he  turned  him  anon. 

Then  come  her  other  friend^s  many  one,  340 

And  in  the  alleys  roamed  up  and  down, 
And  nothing  wist  of  this  conclusidn. 
Hut  suddenly  begonnen  revel  new. 
Till  that  the  bright^  sun  had  lost  his  hue, 
For  th'  6rizon  had  reft  the  sun  his  light,  345 

(This  is  as  much  to  say  that  it  was  night) 

'  Grave — graved,  laid  in  my  grave.  •  Do  me  dcy— cause  me  to 
die.  '  Erst— before.  *  Wist— knew,  conjectured.  *  Enddong— 
from  end  to  end.  •  Remue — remove.  '  hfe  letten— do  not  prevenL 
••  Siketh — sigheth. 


ittA  home  ihef  gone  in  minh  and  in  solice. 

.avc  an)y  wcttch  Aurclius,  .ihis  '. 

l<  to  his  haus«  is  gone  with  sorVful  heart ; 

Ic  «aiUi  he  may  not  from  his  death  astart : '        350 

I«n  s«meih  ttui  he  felt  his  hearth  cold. 
"Vp  to  the  heaven  his  band^s  'gan  he  hold, 
And  OD  his  kne^s  bare  he  set  him  down, 
Anil  in  his  raving  said  his  orison.' 
V'or  very  wnc  out  of  his  wil  he  braid  ;  '  355 

He  n'isld  *  what  he  spake,  bui  thus  he  said  ; 
With  piteous  heart  his  pUint  h4th  he  begun 
Unto  the  gods ;  and  first  unto  the  Sun. 
He  said;  "Apollo!  god  and  governor 
Of  eveiy  planl^  herW.  tree,  and  flowV,  360 

Thai  givest  after  thy  declinatidn 
To  each  of  them  his  time  and  bis  season. 
As  (fa.1t  thine  harbour '  changeth  low  and  high, 
Lnrd  Phoebus  !  cast  thy  merciable  eye 
On  wretch  Aureiic,  which  that  am  but  lorn  :  365 

Lo,  Lord .'  my  lady  hath  my  death  yswom 
VTithoutcn  guilt  ;  but  thy  benignity 
I'pon  my  deadly  heart  have  some  p\ti  : 
For  well  I  wot.  Lord  Phccbus,  if  you  Tcsl, 
Ve  may  me  helpcn  save  my  lady  best.  370 

Now  voucheth  safe  that  I  may  you  devise' 
Now  that  I  may  be  holp,'  and  in  what  wise. 

^  Your  blissful  sister,  Liicina  the  sheen,' 
That  of  the  sea  is  chief  goddess  and  queen, 
Though  Neplunus  have  deity  in  the  sea,  375 

Yet  cmpercss  abovcn  him  is  she  : 
Yc  know  well.  Lord,  that  right  as  her  desire 
Is  lo  be  quick'd"  and  lighted  of  your  fire. 
For  which  she  foU'wcth  you  full  busily. 
Right  so  the  sea  desireth  naturally  380 

To  follow  her.  as  she  that  is  goddess 
Both  m  the  sc;i  and  rivers  more  and  less^ 
Wherefore,  Lord  Phtebus  '.  this  is  my  requcsi. 
Do  this  miricic'.  or  do  mine  hearth  brcst,' " 
That  now  next  at  this  opposiiidn,  385 

Which  in  the  sign  shall  be  of  the  LicJn, 
As  prayelh  her  so  great  a  flood  to  bring, 
Tbal  five  fnlhdm  at  least  it  overspring 
The  highest  rock  in  Annoric'  Brelagne, 
And  let  this  Hood  cndurcn  yeards  twain  :  390 

'  Orison— pni>-«.      'Braiit— ran,   vinnilrreil. 
,   knew  001.       »  Hartiour  — resldmcr,   rtwdling. 
__  1.  *  Holp— hnlpwl,    '  Slicen — shining,    •  Quiclwd 
r  I*  Do  mint  houu.  &c.— cbum  my  bean  to  break. 
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Then  cert^s  to  my  lady  may  I  say, 

Holdeth  your  hest,^  the  rock^s  be  away. 

Lord  Phoebus  !  this  mirdcle  doth  •  for  me,  * 

Pray  her  she  go  no  faster  course  than  ye ;  >^ 

I  say  this,  prayeth  your  sister  that  she  go 

No  faster  course  than  ye  these  yearns  two. 

Then  shall  she  be  even  at  full  alway. 

And  spring-flood  lasten  both^  nig^t  and  day. 

And  but  she  vouch^safe  in  such  mann^re 

To  granten  me  my  sovereign  lady  dear. 

Pray  her  to  sinken  every  rock  adown 

Into  her  owen  darkd  regidn 

Under  the  ground,  there  '  Pluto  dwelleth  in, 

-    Or  nevermore  shall  I  my  lady  win.  

"  Thy  temple  in  Delphos  will  I  barefoot  seek.  A^f^ 
Lord  Phoebus  !  see  the  teards  on  my  cheek. 
And  on  my  pain  have  some  compassidn.'' 
And  with  that  word  in  sorr'w  he  feU  adown, 
And  long^  time  he  lay  forth  in  a  trance 
His  brother,  which  that  knew  of  his  penince,       4^  " 
Up  caught  him,  and  to  bed  he  hath  him  brought. 
Despaired  in  this  torment  and  this  thought 
Let  I  this  woful  credtur^  lie, — 
Choose  he  whether  he  will  live  or  die. 

Arviragus  with  heal  and  great  hondur  41  ^ 

(As  he  that  was  of  chivalry  the  flow'r) 
Is  comen  home,  and  other  worthy  men  : 
O,  blissful  art  thou  now,  thou  Dorigen  ! 
That  hast  thy  lusty  husband  in  thine  arms. 
The  fresh^  knight,  the  worthy  man  of  arms,  \2^^' 

That  loveth  thee  as  his  owen  hearths  life. 
Nothing  list  him  *  to  be  imaginatif 
If  any  wight  had  spoke  while  he  was  out 
To  her  of  love  ;  he  had  of  that  no  doubt : 
He  not  intendeth  *  to  no  such  matt^re,  42 

But  danceth,  jousteth,  and  maketh  merry  cheer. 
And  thus  in  joy  and  bliss  I  let  them  dwell. 
And  of  the  sick  Aurelius  will  I  tell. 

In  languor  and  in  torment  furious 
Two  year  and  more  lay  wretch'd  Aurelius  430 

Ere  any  foot  on  earth  he  mightd  gone  ; 
Nor  comfort  in  this  tim^  had  he  none, 
Save  of  his  brother,  which  that  was  a  clerk : 
He  knew  of  all  this  woe  and  all  this  work  ; 


*  Holdeth  your  best — keep  your  promise.  •  Doth  (imperative)— 
do.  'There — where.  *  Nothing  list  him,  &c. — he  cared  not  to 
fancy.    ^  Intendeth— inclineth. 
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or  to  none  other  creSture  cen^n  4 

f  this  mattire  lie  dursti!  no  word  sain: 
indcr  his  breast  he  bare  it  more  secrce 

'  did  Pamphilus  for  Galatec. 
is  breast  was  whole  witboutcn  for  10  seen, 
ut  in  his  hean  aye  was  the  arrow  keen,  4. 

well  ye  know  that  of  a  suisanurc ' 
In  Mirgery  is  perilous  tho  cure, 
"■  It  men  might  touch  the  arrow  or  come  thereby.' 

His  brother  wccpeth  and  waileth  privily, 
Till  at  the  last  him  fell  in  r^cmbrancc  4. 

That  while  he  was  at  Orleans  in  France, 
A*  jrontngj  clerk^s  that  be  Ukcrous' 
To  rcadcn  ants  that  be  curious 
SedkcD  in  every  halk  and  every  hem  < 
f  uticuUr  sciences  for  to  lenm,  4 

He  hitn  reroember'd  that  upon  a  day 
At  Orleans,  in  study'  a  book  he  say' 
Of  magic  natural,  which  bis  fclLiw 
Thai  was  that  time  n  bachelor  of  law. 

he  there  to  learn  another  craft,  4 

Had  privily  upon  his  desk  ylaft  ; 
Which  book  spake  much  of  opcralidns 
Tqfiching  the  cight-and-iwenty  m.insiiins 
Thai  Tongen  to  the  moon,  and  such  foUJ 
As  in  OUT  day^  n'is  not  worth  a  fly ;  41 

For  holy  church's  faith,  in  our  believe, 
Ne  sufTrcth  no  illusion  us  to  grieve. 
And  when  this  book  was  in  his  rdmembrancc 
Anon  for  joy  his  hearth  'gan  lo  dance, 
And  to  himself  he  sai^  privily  ;  41 

"My  brother  shall  be  warish'd'  hastily  ; 
For  1  am  sihcr*  that  there  be  scii^nces 
By  which  men  makcn  divers  apparences, 
Such  as  these  subtle  Tragciour^s*  play : 
For  oft  at  feast^s  have  1  well  heard  say  4 

That  Iragelours,  within  a  halli;  lar^e. 
Have  made  come  in  a  water  and  a  barge, 

I  wonnil  Ihb1«I  ou  Ihc  sirfiice.  '  Come  llimh) 
l»icl  ■■mm  might  touch,  or  misi  the  orrow" 
t^  WMuid.  »  Ijkcnros—Krcedy.  tagier.  *  Halk,  hm 
Mgntly  ■  (wnur:  we  ihould  sty  "in  cvrry  hole  ■ 
Say— «iw.  *  Al' "  allhouth.  '  Wnrishnl  —  hmli 
lain.  *  Tnitnoum — ptayen  :  in  this  sniK  they  an 
nt  u  iugi;tcrs.  Srr  ■  very  ^1  aDd  Bli!.f[iclory  ni 
UM|^  in  Tn^hitl'i  cflitioD. 


t,  PamflUtiM.  b^}  The  amour  of  Pamphiliu  and  (JaJalca. 
tOCM  wpiilai  in  Ouueci'i  lime. 


252  CANTERBURY  TALES. 

And  in  the  hall^  rowen  up  and  down ; 
Sometime  hath  seem^  come  a  grim  le<5an, 
And  sometimes  flow'r^s  spring  as  in  a  mead. 
Sometimes  a  vine,  and  graphs  white  and  rede, 
Sometimes  a  castle  all  cdf  lime  and  stone. 
And  when  them  liketh,  voidetb  it  anon  : 
Thus  seemeth  it  to  every  mannas  sight 

''  Now  then  conclude  I  thus  ;  if  that  I  might    .^ 
At  Orleans  some  old^  fellow  find 
That  hath  these  moonds  mansions  in  mind, 
Or  other  magic  natural  above, 
He  should  well  make  my  brother  have  his  love  ; 
For  with  andpparence  a  clerk  may  make,  \J^ 

To  mannas  sight,  that  all  the  rockds  black 
Of  Bretagne  were  yvoided  evereach  one, 
And  shipp^s  by  the  brinks  come  and  gone. 
And  in  such  form  endure  a  day  or  two  : 
Then  were  my  brother  warish'd*  of  his  woe,         49^ 
Then  must  she  need^s  holden  her  behest,* 
Or  ellds  he  shall  shame  her  at  the  least." 

What  should  1  make  a  longer  Tale  of  this  ? 
Unto  his  brother  s  bed  he  comen  is, 
And  such  comfdrt  he  gave  him  for  to  gone  49 

To  Orleans,  that  he  up  start'  anon,  , 

And  on  his  way  forthwdrd  then  is  he  fare,* 
In  hope  for  to  be  lissed^  of  his  care. 

When  they  were  come  almost  to  that  cit^. 
But  if  it  were  a  two  furlong  or  three, 
A  youngd  clerk  roaming  by'  himself  they  met, 
Which  that  in  Latin  thriftily*  them  gret  :  • 
And  after  that  he  said  a  wonder  thing ; 
"  I  know,  quod  he,  the  cause  of  your  coming  :  *' 
And  ere  they  farther  any  footd  went,  505 

He  told  them  all  that  was  in  their  intent 

This  Breton  clerk  him  asked  of  fellaws 
The  which  he  had  yknown  in  oldd  dawcs,* 
And  he  answdr'd  him  that  they  deadd  were. 
For  which  he  wept  full  often  many  a  tear.  510 

Down  off  his  horse  Aurelius  light  anon, 
And  forth  with  this  magicidn  is  gone 
Home  to  his  house,  and  made  them  well  at  ease  : 
Them  lacked  no  vitdille  that  might  them  please. 
So  well  arraidd,  house  as  there  was  one,  515 

Aurelius  in  his  life  saw  never  none. 

'  Warish'd — cured.  •  Behest — promise.  '  Fare  —  (for)  fared, 
gone.  *  Lissed — relieved.  *  Thriftily — shortly,  sparingly.  '  Grrt 
—greeted.     '  Dawes — days. 
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He  sbewM  him.  ere  they  went  to  souptfrc, 
Pocni^  parleys,  full  uf  wildd  deer  : 

m  MK  he  bnn^  with  ihcir  homfe  high, 

e  grtalc^l  that  were  ever  seen  with  eye  : 
He  taw  of  ihcm  a  huiidicrl  slain  wilh  hounds. 
tne  «-iih  arrows  bleed  of  bilicr  woirnds  : 
f.  when  voided  were  ihe  wildd  deer, 
These  falconers  upon  a  fair  riv^re 
^TTwt  Willi  their  huwk^s  hat!  the  heriin  slain. 

Tbcn  saw  he  luit^hl^s  jousten  in  a  plain  : 
And  after  ibis  he  did  him  such  pkasdncc. 
That  l>c  him  shew'd  his  lady  on  a  dance, 
On  which  bimsclven  dancdd.  as  he  thought. 
And  when  this  master,  that  this  magic  wrought. 
Saw  ii  W3S  lime,  he  clapp'd  his  hand^s  two, 
And  faicwdl.  alt  (lie  revel  is  ago  ! 
And  >  et  temu'd '  they  ne'er  out  of  the  house, 
While  they  saw  all  these  sightes  marvellous. 
But  in  his  siudv.  then: '  his  hookas  be 
Tbcy  &;ilrn  slill,  and  no  wight  but  lliey  three. 

Tu  him  this  master  catUd  his  squi^r, 
And  said  him  thus ;   **  May  wc  go  to  supper  ? 
Abnoel  an  hour  it  is,  I  unden^ike, 
Since  I  you  bade  our  supper  for  to  make. 
Wlica  that  these  worthy  men  wcnien  with  me 
Into  my  study  there'  my  Ixiok^s  bt." 

"  Sir,  quod  this  squi(!r,  when  it  likcth  you, 

is  all  ready,  though  yc  will  right  now,"    . 

"  Go  ««  then  Slip,  quod  he,  as  for  the  best  ; 
Tbctie  amorous  folk  sometime  must  have  test." 

Ai  after  Slipper  fell  ihey  in  treaty 
What  summc  should  this  master's  guerdon'  be 
'To  r^mac  all  the  rock^s  of  Breiagnc. 
*   d  eke  from  Geronde  to  the  mouih  of  Seine. 

1c  made  it  strange,"  and  swore,  so  God  him  s. 
Ixss  ihan  a  thousand  pounds  he  would  not  have. 


— removdl 

'Thtrc- (tort  where.   '  Guerdon— rrwanl. 

r»n(c-n«cl 

n  difTicully  cf  i(. 

rvigkt  /*/ 

ma(;iKil  Ifi 

fltimiiotii  h  Eii™  In  Benvenolo  Cellinfs 

ii  portion  of  cmlil  is  lo  l«^ 

IV  concelTc,  when  inrormed 

-Ii,  u  afael.  hi»  tslher's 

..,.  nhllc  he  was  y«t »  Iwy.  lo 

i:  lire  ;  aiid  o(  hi)  imprcwng 

■ncT  up-n  ! 

^  nil  Tr.<..n'  \■^  j  wunri  Cuff  on  tin."  liead. 
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Ne  gladly  for  that  sum  he  would  not  gone.* 

Aurelius  with  blissful  heart  anon 
Answered  thus  ;  *'  Fie  on  a  thousand  pound ! 
This  wid^  world,  which  that  men  say  is  round, 
I  would  it  give,  if  I  were  lord  of  it 
This  bargain  is  full  drive,  for  we  be  knit' 
Ye  shall  be  paidd  truly,  by  my  truth ; 
But  looketh,  for  no  negligence  or  sloth: 
Ye  tarry*  us  here  no  longer  than  to-morrow." 
''Nay,  quod  this  clerk,  have  here  my  faith  to-borro 

To  bed  is  gone  Aurelius  when  him  lest. 
And  well  nigh  all  that  night  he  had  bis  rest. 
What  for  his  labour  and  his  hope  of  bliss,  51 

His  woful  heart  of  penance  had  a  liss.* 

Upon  the  morrow  when  that  it  was  day 
To  Bretagne  tooken  they  the  rights  way, 
Aurelie*,  and  this  magician  him  beside, 
And  been  descended  there  *  they  would  abide  :    57C 
And  this  was,  as  the  book^s  me  remember. 
The  cold^  frosty  season  of  December. 

Phcebus  wax'd  old  and  hu^  like  Laton,^ 
That  in  his  hot^  declination 

Shone  as  the  burned  gold  with  stream^s  bright ;  57  "* 
But  now  in  Capricorn  adown  he  light. 
Where  as  he  shone  full  pale,  I  dare  w«ll  sain. 
The  bitter  frosts  with  the  sleet  and  rain 
Destroyed  hath  the  green  in  every  yard ; 
Janus  sits  by  the  fire  with  double  beard. 
And  drinketh  of  his  bugle  horn  the  wine; 
Before  him  stands  brawn  of  the  tusked  swine. 
And  "  Nowel !  "  crieth  every  lusty  man. 

Aurelius  in  all  that  ever  he  can. 
Doth  to  his  master  cheer  and  reverence, 
And  praieth  him  to  do  his  diligence 
To  bringen  him  out  of  his  pain^  smart. 
Or  with  a  sword  that  he  would  slit  his  heart. 

This  subtle  clerk  such  ruth  hath  on  this  man. 
That  night  and  day  he  speed'th  him  that  he  can     590 

« 

'  Gone — (for)  go.  •  Knit — plighted,  joined.  •  Faith  to  IxnTOv 
— (iaitb  for  a  pledge.  *  Lisse — release,  abatement  *  There — ^where. 
'  Laton  —  mixed  metal,  brass. 


V.  ^3.  And  Nowel  crietA.]  Noil,  in  French,  is  derived  from 
naialts,  and  signified  originally  a  cry  of  joy  at  Christmas,  **  Le 
jour  natal  de  notre  Seigneur."  Menage,  in  v.  Nouel.  It  was  afta^ 
wards  the  usual  cry  of  the  people  upon  all  occasions  of  joy  and 
festivity.— 7>r. 
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o  wait  a  lime  of  his  conclusion  ; 
I  ^v,  to  make  illusion, 
m  apparcncc  or  jugglery, 
o  Icrmtfs  of  asirulogy) 
Ttut  ihc  anii  every  wight  should  ween  and  say 
1  of  Brctagne  ihe  rockfe  were  away, 
r  dKs  ibry  were  sunken  under  ground. 
WSo  *i  the  laM  he  haih  his  lime  yfound 
I  "To  dmW  his  Japis '  and  his  wrelchedncss 
or  such  a  supcrsiilious  curscdness. 
His  tables  TalcUnfs  forth  he  brought. 
Full  well  corrected,  that  there  lackdd  naught, 
Neither  his  collect  nor  his  expanse  years, 
Neither  his  root^s  nor  his  other  gears, 
I  As  been  his  centres  and  his  arguments, 
1  And  bii  proportional  convenients, 
I    For  hii  equatidns  in  every  thing  : 
I    And  by  his  eight*  spheres  in  his  working 
He  kftew  full  well  how  far  Alnath  was  shove 
From  the  head  of  ihilke  fixe  '  Aries  above 
'    That  in  the  ninths  sphere  considered  is  : 
F«U  subtlety  he  calculi  all  this 
When  he  had  found  his  firsts  mansidn 
He  knew  the  remi*nant  by  proportidn, 
And  knew  the  rising  of  his  moon*  well. 
And  in  whose  face,  and  term,  and  every  deal ;  * 
And  knew  full  well  the  moonds  mansion 
1  Accordant  to  his  operation  ; 

And  knew  also  his  other  iSbservanees. 
'   For  such  illuiidns  and  such  mischances 
As  Heathen  folk  us^d  in  ihilke  days; 
For  which  no  longer  maketh  he  delays. 
But  through  his  magic,  for  a  day  or  tway, 
li  seemM  all  the  ruckus  were  away. 
Aorclius,  which  that  despair^  is 
Whether  be  shall  bave  his  love  or  fare  amiss, 
Awalteth  nighl  and  day  on  this  miracle ; 
And  when  he  knew  that  there  was  no  obstacle, 
Titat  voided  were  these  rocki!s  evcreach  one, 
Down  (o  his  master's  feet  he  fell  anon, 


-I  k 


W~thai  iind.     '  Every  deal— ea 


•  Jap«— Iricks.    'Thilke 


V.  toi.  J/u  latbi  ToMtia.]  Tlie  aslronomiral  tables  composed 
<7  orda  o(  Alphoasu  X.  King  of  Cuiile.  atuut  the  middle  of  the 
UoMoilh  nnniryi  were  called  lomElimei  Tatnla  Telilana,  from 
Ikdr  beiiiK  ntopled  to  the  dly  of  Toledo,  There  ti  a  Toy  cleguti 
ovr  of  Hian  in  MS.  Htri.  ^-j.—Tfr. 
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And  said;  '^  I,  wofiil  wretch  Aurelius, 
Thank  you,  my  lord,  and  lady  mine  Venus, 
That  me  have  holpen  from  my  car^  cold." 
And  to  the  temple'  his  way  forth  hath  he  hold, 
Thereas  he  knew  he  should  his  lady  see  ; 
And  when  he  saw  his  time,  anon  right  he 
With  dreadful '  heart  and  with  full  humble  chee; 
Saluted  hath  his  sovereign  lady  dear. 

"My  rightful  Lady,  quod  this  woful  man. 
Whom  I  most  dread  and  love  as  I  best  can. 
And  lothest  were  of  all  this  world  displease, 
N'ere*  it  that  I  for  you  have  such  disease' 
That  1  must  die  here  at  your  foot  anon. 
Naught  would  I  tell  how  me  is  woe  begone  ; 
But  cert^s  either  must  I  die  or  plain ;  ^ 

Ye  slay  me  guilt^less  for  very  pain  : 
But  of  my  death  though  that  ye  have  no  ruth, 
Aviseth  you  ere  that  you  break  your  truth  ; 
Repenteth  you,  for  thilk^  God  above, 
Ere  ye  me  slay,  because  that  I  you  love  :  C 

For,  Madam,  well  ye  wot  what  ye  have  hight ; 
Not  that  I  challenge  any  thing  of  right 
Of  you  my  sovereign  Lady,  but  of  grace  ;  * 
But  in  a  garden  yond,  in  such  a  place, 
Ye  wot  right  well  what  ye  behighten  *  me,  6« 

And  in  mine  hand  your  truths  plighten  ye 
To  love  me  best :  God  wot  ye  sai^d  so. 
Although  that  I  unworthy  be  thereto. 
Maddme,  1  speak  it  for  the  honour  of  you, 
More  than  to  save  my  hcartds  life  right  now,        6( 
I  have  done  so  as  ye  commanded  me ; 
And  if  ye  vouch^safe  ye  may  go  see. 
Do  as  you  list,  have  your  behest*  in  mind. 
For  quick  or  dead  right  there  ye  shall  me  find. 
In  you  li'th  all  to  do  me  live  or  dey,  6 

But  well  I  wot  the  rock^s  be  away." 

He  taketh  his  leave,  and  she  astonied  stood ; 
In  all  her  fac^  n'as^  one  drop  of  blood  : 
She  weened ^  never  have  come  in  such  a  trap. 

^*  Alas  !  quod  she,  that  ever  this  should  hap  !    6 
For  ween'd  1  never  by  possibility 
That  such  a  monster  or  marvaillc  might  be  : 
It  is  against  the  process  of  Natiire." 
And  home  she  go'th  a  sorrowful  creature; 

'  Dreadful— fearful.  •  N'ere — were  it  not.  '  Disease— disco 
fort.  *  Grace  —  favour,  free-will.  *  Behighteo  —  promisi 
•  Behest  —  promise.      '  N'as  —  was   not.      •  Weened  — thougl 
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'«  very  fcar  anncth^'  may  she  go.  675 

'  wccpcth,  wailelh,  all  a  day  or  two, 
tuooDcih  that  i[  ruih£  was  to  see, 
why  il  was,  lo  no  wight  told^  she. 

Pot  oui  of  town  was  gone  Arviragus; 

lol  to  herself  she  spake,  and  sai^d  thus,  683 

Vith  btai  pale,  ana  with  full  sorry  cheer, 

B  her  complaint,  as  ye  shall  after  hear. 
"  Alas  I  quod  she,  on  thee,  Fortdnc,  I  plain, 
liat  unware  hast  me  wrapfx^d  in  thy  chain, 
rom  which  to  'scapen  wot  I  no  succiSur  C85 

ivc  only  death  or  ell^s  dishonour  : 
nc  of  these  two  behoveth  me  to  choose. 
HI  nath^less,  yet  had  1  lever '  lose 
r  life,  than  of  my  body  have  a  shame, 
r  know  myselven  false,  or  lose  my  name:  690 

ad  with  my  death  1  may  be  quit  ywis ; 
lath  there  not  many  a  noble  wife  ere  this, 
Dd  tnany  a  maid,  yslain  herself,  alas  ! 
uhct  than  with  her  body  do  trespass  'i " 

Thus  plained  Dorigen  a  day  or  tway,  693 

itTp<isiaK  ever  that  she  wouldd  dcy ' ; 
ut  nathiless  upon  the  thirds  night 
ome  came  Arviragus,  the  worthy  knight, 
nd  asktfd  her  why  that  she  wept  so  sore  ^ 
nd  she  'gan  weepen  e'er  longer  the  more.  700 

Alas,  quod  she,  that  ever  I  was  born  ! 
"hus  have  I  said,  (quod  she)  thus  have  I  sworn." 
od  told  him  all.  as  ye  have  heard  before  : 

needcih  not  rehearse  it  you  no  mor«. 

This  husband  with  glad  cheer,  in  friendly  wise,  705 
Dsw^r'd  and  said  as  1  shall  you  devise; 
Is  there  ought  ellds,  Dorigc-n,  but  this  ? " 

**  Nay,  nay,  quod  she.  Cod  help  ijie  so,  as  wis  * 

lis  is  loo  much,  and  it  were  Goddfo  will." 

"Yea.  wifi-.  quod  he,  let  sleepen  that  is  still  i>  710 

may  be  well  parVcnture  yei  to-day, 
'e  bImII  youi  inilhrf  holden  by  my  fay ;  • 
"or  God  so  wisty  •  havrf  mercy"  on  roe, 
had  well  lever  '  sticked  fur  to  be, 
r  very  love  which  that  1  lo  you  have,  7 1 5 

it  If  ye  should  your  trulhi.'  keep  and  save  : 

nho — «ean«ly.  '  Leva— talhrt.  *  D<7— die.    '  Wis — w- 
*  Ixl  deepen,  *e. — W  llut  sitcp  which  ii  still.    '  F»y— 
I  hail mrll b*w.  &C, — i.i,  "for  iHe  itiy  love  I  tiew  you,  t 
icrbcitelii,  tluui  that  you  iJiouIci  Iok  your  truth." 
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Truth  is  the  highest  thing  that  man  may  keep.** 

But  with  that  word  he  burst  anon  to  weep, 

And  said  ;  "  I  you  forbid,  on  pain  of  deatn,  ^20 

That  never  while  you  lasteth  life  or  breath 

To  no  wight  tell  ye  this  misdventure  ; 

As  I  may  best  I  will  my  woe  endure  : 

Ne  make  no  countenance  of  heaviness, 

That  folk  of  you  may  deemen  harm  or  guess."  72; 

And  forth  he  clep'd  a  squi^r  and  a  maid. 

'*  Go  forth  anon  with  Dorigen,  he  said, 

And  bringeth  her  to  such  a  place  anon."  -r?^  '• 

They  take  their  leave,  and  on  their  way  they  gone 

But  they  ne  wisten  why  she  thither  went ;  7] 

She  n*old^ '  no  wight  tellen  her  intent 

This  squire  which  that  hight  Aurelius, 
On  Dorigen  that  was  so  amorous, 
Of  dventur^  happened  her  to  meet 
Amid  the  town,  right  in  the  quickest  •  street. 
As  she  was  bound  to  go  the  way  forthright 
Towdrd  the  garden,  there  as  she  had  hight ; ' 
And  he  was  to  the  gardenward  also. 
For  well  he  spiM  when  she  would^  go 
Out  of  her  house  to  any  manner  place  : 
But  thus  they  met  of  dventure  or  grace, 
And  he  salueth  her  with  glad  intent, 
And  asketh  of  her  whitherward  she  went 

And  she  answdrdd,  half  as  she  were  mad ; 
'^  Unto  the  garden,  as  my  husband  bade, 
My  truths  for  to  hold,  alas !  alas  ! " 

Aurelius  'gan  wonder  on  this  case. 
And  in  his  heart  had  great  compassidn 
Of  her,  and  of  her  lamentation, 
And  of  Arviragus,  the  worthy  knight. 
That  bade  her  holden  all  that  she  had  hight,* 
So  loth  him  was  his  wife  should  break  her  truth  ; 
And  in  his  heart  he  caught  of  it  great  ruth. 
Considering  the  best  on  every  side. 
That  from  his  lust  yet  were  him  lever  *  abide 
Than  do  so  high  a  churlish  wretchedness 
Against  franchise  *  and  all^  gentleness ; 
For  which  in  fewd  word^s  said  he  thus  : 

"  Maddme,  say  to  your  Lord  Arviragus, 
That  since  I  see  the  greats  gentleness. 
Of  him,  and  eke  I  see  well  your  distress,  760 

That  him  were  lever  *  have  shame  (and  that  were  ruth) 
Than  ye  to  me  sDould  breaken  thus  your  truth, 

'  N'olde— would  not.     *  Quickest  —  readiest.     >  Hight— where 
she  bad  promiied.    *  Lever— rather.    *  Fhmcfaife— generosity. 
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lud  wHI  Icvcr  ever  to  sufPrcn  woe 

depart  ihe  love  betwixt  you  two. 
jou  release,  Mad.'tme  ;  into  your  bond 
BJI  every  sur^ment '  and  ever)'  bond 
luE  ye  have  made  to  me  as  herebeforn 
nee  thilk^  limi  thai  ye  were  ybom, 
■ve  hetc  my  truth,  1  shall  you  ne'er  rcpreve' 
r  no  behest ; '  and  here  1  take  my  leave, 
I  of  the  truest  and  the  bcsi^  wife 
liat  ever  yet  I  knew  in  all  my  life. 
Ill  every  wife  beware  of  her  behest ; 
n  Doiigen  rememb'reth  at  the  least, 
bus  can  a  squire  do  a  gentle  deed 
»  well  as  can  a  knight,  withoulcn  drcde."* 

Sbe  thanketh  him  upon  her  kne^s  bare, 
nd  home  unto  her  husband  is  sbe  fare," 
nd  told  him  all  as  ye  have  heard  me  said  ; 
nd,  irusteth  me,  he  was  so  well  apaid," 
hai  it  were  impossfble  me  to  write. 

What  should  1  longer  of  this  case  indite  ? 
riiagus  and  Dorigen  his  wife 
soi-ereign  bliss^  leddcn  forth  their  life. 
le^er  eft '  ne  was  there  anger  them  between  ; 
Ic  chcrish'd  her  as  though  she  were  a  queen, 
itid  she  was  to  him  true  for  evermore. 
Df  these  two  folk  ye  get  of  me  no  more. 

Aurclius,  that  his  cost  hath  all  forlorn, 
iuTseth  the  time  that  ever  he  was  born. 

Alai !  quod  he,  alas  that  1  bchighi " 

*f  purM  gold  a  thousand  pound  of  weight 

Into  this  philosopher  \  how  shall  1  do,' 

see  no  more  but  that  1  am  fordo' 
line  heritage  must  I  needi<s  sell, 
kiid  be  a  beggar ;  here  1  will  not  dwell, 
jtd  shamen  all  my  kindred  in  this  place, 
litt  1  of  him  may  gcttcn  belter  grace  : '" 
lui  nathdcis  I  wiU  of  him  essay 
J  e«tnin  dnytfs  year  by  year  to  pay, 
d  lh>ink  him  of  his  greats  counesy. 

ly  truths  mil  1  keep,  1  will  not  lie." 

Vftth  hearth  sore  he  goth  unio  his  coffer, 
"ili  gold  unto  this  philosdpher. 


KBrit*.    '  Rejir™: — reproach.    "  Belinl — ptomiw. 

*FiirP— lior)  farrd.  gone.      *  A  paid  —  pleaHil, 

_      '  Eft— after,   aipi-R.     '  Bchigiil — proroiscd.      *  FOTdi>— 

t,  i^aed.    I*  But  I  qf  him,  Sc—  "  unhsi  I  can  obtain  better 

r.  tram  hUn." 


Two  ]f|m  or.lhMAf  .t^riw, 

MuuThoitage;  tnore  is  no  n 

This  phflosdpher  soberly  ai 
And  saydd  thus,  when  he  thes 
"  Have  I  not  holden  covenant 

"  Yes,  cert^s,  well  and  trudl 
"  Hast  thou  not  had  thy  lady  ; 

"  No,  no,"  quod  he,  and  son 
'*  What  was  the  caus^  ?  tell  mt 

Aurclius  his  tale  anon  began 
And  told  him  all  as  ye  have  he 
It  ncedeth  not  rehearse  it  any  i 
He  said,  "Arviragus  of  gentlen 
Had  lever  die  in  sorrow*  and  in 
Than  that  his  wife  were  of  her  t 
The  sorrow  of  Dorigen  he  told  I 
How  loth  her  was  to  be  a  wicke< 
And  that  she  lever  had  lost  that 
And  that  her  truth  she  swore  thi 
She  ne'er  erst  had  heard  speak  c 
That  made  me  have  of  her  so  gn 
And  right  as  freel/as  he  sent  he 
As  freely  sent  I  her  to  him  agaii 
This  is  all  and  some ;  there  is  no 

The  philosopher  answerd  ;  "1 
Evereach  of  you  did  gentlely  to  < 
Thou  art  a  squi^r,  and  he  is  a  ki 
But  God  forbedd,  for  his  blissful  i 
But  if  a  clorV  /''^••i-'  -* 
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For  an  my  craft,  ne  naught  for  my  travdille  : 
Thou  hast  ypai^  well  for  my  vitaille.  850 

It  is  enough,  and  farewell,  have  good  day.** 
And  took  his  horse,  and  forth  he  go'th  his  way. 

Lordings,  this  question  would  I  asken  now, 
Which  was  the  most^  free,^  as  thinketh  you  ? 
Now  telleth  me  ere  that  ye  farther  wend. 
I  can  no  more,  my  Tale  is  at  an  end.  856 

'  Free-  -bountiful. 


■•<;f>^>-     '  t/:    ;. 


AlgHe*  this  9m*  nuud  is  sl» 

Alas !  to  dear  abought  she  he 

Wherefore  I  say  that  all  day  i 

That  giflds  of  Fortvine  and  of 

Been  cause  of  death  to  many* 

Her  beauty  was  her  death,  1  d 

Alas !  so  piteously  as  she  was 

Of  bothd  gift^s  that  I  speak  of 

Men  have  full  often  more  for  h 

"  But  tru^ly,  mine  owen  mas 

This  was  a  piteous  Tal^  for  to  1 

But  nath^ess  pass  over  ;  is  no 

I  pray  to  God  to  save  thy  gentU 
♦  ♦  ♦  « 

Thine  Hippocras,  and  eke  thy  C 
And  every  boist  ^  full  of  thy  lecti 
God  bless  them  and  our  Lady  S 
So  mote  I  the®  thou  art  a  propei 
And  like  a  prelate,  by  Saint  Ror 
Said  I  not  well  ?  I  cannot  spea 
But  well  I  wot  thou  dost  my  hea 
That  I  have  almost  caught  a  cai 
By  corpus  Domini  but  I  have  tri 
Or  else  a  draught  of  moist  *'  anc 
Or  but  I  hear  anon  a  merry  Tal< 

^  Wood — mad.     •  Advocas,  (Fr.  avccats\ 
— nevertheless.     *  Sciv — •"•* 
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My  heart  is  lost  for  pity  of  this  maid.  30 

Thou  bel  amy,  thou  Pardoner,  he  said. 
Tell  us  some  mirth  of  jap^^  right  anon.'' 

^  It  shall  be  done,  quod  he,  by  Saint  Konion. 
But  first,  quod  he,  here  at  this  aid-stake^ 
I  will  both  drink  and  biten  on  a  cake.''  3  ^ 

But  right  anon  these  gentles  'gan  to  cry ; 

''  Nay  let  him  tell  us  of  no  ribaldry  : 
Tell  us  some  moral  thing,  that  we  may  lere' 
Some  wit,  and  thenn^  will  we  gladly  hear." 
*''  I  grant  ywis,  quod  he ;  but  I  must  think  40 

Upon  some  honest  thing  while  that  I  drink." 

^  fapes  -jokes.    '  Ale-stake —an  alehouse  sign.    *  Lere — learn. 
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6  safinm  wHh  my  prptlici«i<5n. 
jid  Tor  ta  Mccr  men  to  devotion  : 
"hen  show  1  forth  my  longd  cristal  stones,  60 

'cntnunM  fall  of  ctoui(<s  and  of  bones  ; 
lelics  they  Ik,  as  ivecncn'  they  each  one. 
TbeB  have  I  m  laton'  a  shoulder  bone 
IVhlch  thjti  was  of  -a  holy  Jcw^s  shci^p. 
"  Good  men,  say  I,  lake  of  my  word(?s  liccp  : '    65 
'ihat  thi*  bone  be  waah'd  m  any  well ; 
■"  ir  c«If,  or  sheep,  or  oxd,  swell 

/  worm  haih  eat,  or  worm  ysiung, 
e  wa>«r  of  that  well  and  wash  his  tongue, 
I  it  b  whole  anon ;  and  farthermote,  70 

f  pocUs  and  of  scab,  and  every  sore, 
bul  every  sbccp  be  whole  thai  of  this  well 
DriDketh  a  draught :  take  keep  of  that  1  tell. 

"If  that  the  good  man  that  the  beasl^s  owelh' 
Will  crcry  week,  ere  that  the  cock  him  croweih,    7s 
Tastinje  ydrjnken  of  this  well  a  draught, 
ib  ibiike  holy  Jew  our  elders  taught. 
His  bcait^  and  his  store  shall  multiply  : 
Axkd,  Sirs,  also  It  healeth  jealousy ; 
Tor  though  3  man  be  fall  in  jealous  rage,  80 

Lei  malicn  with  this  water  his  potige,  , 
'And  never  shall  he  more  his  wile  misirist, 
TboDgh  he  the  soth  of  her  defnuli^  wist, 
A3'*  had  she  taken  priestes  two  or  three. 

"  Here  is  a  miitain*  eke  lhat  ye  may  sec :  85 

He  that  his  hand  will  put  in  this  miltain 
He  shall  have  multiplying  of  his  grain. 
When  be  hath  sowen,  be  it  wlient  or  oats; 
So  thai  he  offer  pence  or  eiltfs  groats. 

"  And  men  and  women,  one  thing  wiuti  1  you  ;  90 
Ifany  wight  be  in  this  church^  now 
That  bath  done  sin  horrible,  so  th.it  he 
l)«rv  not  for  shame  of  it  yshriven  be : 

folk  shall  have  no  power  ne  no  grace 
'o  offer  to  my  relics  in  this  place;  95 

~  ]  who  so  find'lh  him  out  of  such^  blame 
will  come  up  and  offer'  in  Goddtfs  name, 

en— think,  tielirvc.    •  Ldlon— mijwd  metnl,  bmu.    "  Take 
_..  V  rare,  or  ihoughl,    •  Oweth— ownelh.    »  Al— allhough. 

^  Ta  laffrm.  (r'r.\  A  nu'luphoriral  term,  Ssl&on  nils 
patil  Id  culinary  prcpaiolldiu  10  give  colour  as  well  Rs  fl«voiir. 
MM  Uioughl  10  pRxlu«  in  Bgrnable  cfTecl  upon  the  uiinul 
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And  I  assoil  him  by  the  authority  ^ 

Which  that  by  bull  ygranted  was  to  me." 

By  this  gaud^  have  I  womien  year  by  year 
A  hundred  marks  since  I  was  Pardoner. 
I  standi  like  a  clerk  in  my  pulpet, 
And  when  the  lew^d*  people*  is  down  yset 
I  preach^  so  as  ye  have  heard  before, 
And  tell  a  hundred  fals^  japes'  more  : 
Then  pain  I  me  to  stretchen  forth  my  neck, 
And  east  and  west  upon  the  people'  I  beck, 
As  doth  a  dov^  sitting  upon  a  bam  : 
My  hand^s  and  my  tongu^  gone  so  yem,' 
That  it  is  joy  to  see  my  business. 
Of  avarice  and  of  such^  cursedness 
Is  all  my  preaching,  for  to  make  them  free 
To  give  their  pence,  and  namely, — unto  me  ;    • 
For  mine  intent  is  naught  but  for  to  win. 
And  nothing  for  correctidn  of  sin :  i  '•^ 

I  reck^  never  when  that  they  be  buried 
Though  that  their  soul^s  gone  a  blacks  buried.* 

For  cert^s  many  a  predicatidn 
Cometh  oft  time  of  evil  intentidn  ;     . 
Some  for  pleasince  of  folk  and  flattery,  i^ 

To  be  advanced  by  hypocrisy  ; 
And  some  for  vain^  g^or/,  and  some  for  hate: 
For  when  I  dare  no  other  ways  debate, 
Then  will  I  sting  him  with  my  tongu^  smart 
In  preaching,  so  that  he  shall  not  astart  \i^  ^^ 

To  be  defamed  falsely,  if  that  he 
Hath  trespassed  to  my  brethren  or  to  me  : 
For  though  I  tell^  not  his  proper  name, 
Men  shall  well  knowen  that  it  is  the  same 
By  sign^s,  and  by  other  circumstances. 
Thus  quit  I  folk  that  do  us  dfspleasdnces, 
Thus  spit  I  out  my  venom  under  hue 
Of  holiness,  to  seem<5  holy*  and  true. 
But  shortly  mine  intent  I  will  devise ; 
I  preach  of  nothing  but  for  covetise,  1 35 

Therefore  my  theme  is  yet,  and  ever  was, 
Radix  malorum  est  cupiditas. 

Thus  can  I  preach  against  the  sam^  vice 
Which  that  I  use,  and  that  is  avarice. 
But  though  myself  be  guilty  in  that  sin,  140 

Yet  can  I  maken  other  folk  to  twin* 

^  Lewed — ignorant.  •  Japes — ^jesls,  tricks.  '  Ycm — briskly. 
*  Black  buried  :  the  commentators  are  at  a  loss  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  this  phrase  ;  it  is  undoubtedly  more  easy  of  conjectnre 
than  of  definition.     *  Twin— turn. 
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n  iTarice,  and  sore  ihcm  to  repent  -, 

It  thai  u  not  my  principal  intent: 

ircacbi!  nothing  but  for  covetise. 
.li'this  mattfre  it  ought  enough  suffice. 

Then  tell  1  ihcm  examples  many  one 
>r  al<t^  stories  long^  time  agonc, 
or  le*Al'  people  loven  ial?s  old  ,- 
iich  thing^s  can  they  well  report  and  hold. 
rhal  ?  Irowen  ye  that  whiles  J  may  preach 
ind  vrinncn  gold  and  silver  for  I  leach, 
"hat  1  will  live  in  povert'  wilfully? 
Say,  naj  ;  I  thought  it  never  iruily: 
"«r  1  will  preach  and  beg  in  sundry  Lands, 

Kill  not  do  no  labour  with  mine  hands, 

or  make  baskettfs  for  to  live  thereby, 

:cAuse  I  will  not  beggen  idlely. 

will  none  of  the  apostles  counterfeit  ; 

will  have  money,  wooU^,  cheese,  and  wheat, 
ll'*  were  it  given  of  the  poorest  page, 
V  of  the  poorest  widow'  in  a  vili^e, 
1''  should  her  children  starven  for  famine  -. 
lay,  1  will  drink  the  liquor  of  the  v 

But  bcarkeneth,  Lordings.  in  conclusidn, 
'our  liking  is  that  1  shall  tell  a  Tale, 
low  I  luive  drunk  a  draught  of  corny  ale, 
y  Cnd  1  hope  1  shall  you  tell  a  thing 
tax  shall  by  reason  be  at  your  liking; 
F'or  though  myself  be  a  full  vicious  man, 
h  Ttmtrii  Tale  yet  I  you  tellen  can, 
Which  1  am  wont  to  prcachen  for  to  win. 
Now  hold  your  peace,  my  Tale  I  will  begin. 

In  Flanders  whilom  was  a  company 
iQf  young^  folk  thai  haunteden  folly. 
As  luiard,  riot,  slew&.  and  taverns, 
'Whereas  with  harpds,  lut^s,  and  gittems,' 
They  dance  and  play  at  dice  both  day  and  night. 
And  eat  also  and  drmkd  o'er  their  might, 
'Through  which  they  do  the  devil  sacrihce. 
Within  the  devil's  temple',  in  cursed  wise, 
Bv  superfluity  abominable. 
i>cir  oathes  been  so  great  and  so  damnable 
liai  it  is  grisly*  for  to  hear  them  swear, 
r  blissful  Lord^s  bo<ly  they  lo-tear : 
em  thouj^I  the  Jewrfs  rent  him  not  enough  : 
d  each  of  them  at  other's  slnn4  laugh. 
id — tgDunuii.  *  Al'— ulihough.  ■Gittenu— gultnri.  ' 
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And  right  anon  in  comen  tombcstcres,' 
Fetis'  and  small,  and  young^  fruitesteres,* 
Singers  with  harp^s,  baud^s,*  waferers,*  19O 

Which  be  the  very  devil's  officers, 
To  kindle  and  blow  the  fire  of  *  luxury,* 
That  is  annexed  unto  gluttony. 
The  holy  writ  take  I  to  my  witness 
That  luxury'  is  in  wine  and  drunkenness.  195 

Lo,  how  that  drunken  Lot  unkind^ly* 
Lay  by  his  daughters  two,  unweetingly ; 
So  drunk  he  was  he  n'ist^  what  he  wrought 

Herodi^s,  who  so  well  the  stories  sought, 
When  he  of  wine  replete  was  at  his  feast,  2a 

Right  at  his  owen  table*  he  gave  his  hest' 
To  slay  the  Baptist  John  full  guilt^less. 

Seneca  saith  a  good  word  doubtless ; 
He  saith  he  can  no  difference  find 

Betwixt  a  man  that  is  out  of  his  mind  205 

And  a  man  which^  that  is  drunkelew ;  •  ^ 

But  that  woodness,®  yfallen  in  a  shrew, 
Persevdreth  longer  than  doth  drunkenness. 

O  gluttony  !  ftill  of  cursedness, 
O  caus^  first  of  our  confusidn ! 
O  original  of  our  damnatidn ! 
Till  Christ  had  bought  us  with  his  blood  again: 
Looketh  how  dear^,  shortly  for  to  sain, 
Abought^®  was  thilW  "  cursW  villainy : 
Corrupt  was  all  this  world  for  gluttony. 

Adam  our  father,  and  his  wife  also, 
From  Paradise  to  labour  and  to  woe 
Were  driven  for  that  vice,  it  is  no  drede;  *• 
For  while  that  Adam  fasted,  as  I  read, 
He  was  in  Paradise,  and  when  that  he 
Ate  of  the  fruit  defended,*'  on  a  tree, 
Anon  he  was  out  cast  to  woe  and  pain. 
O  gluttony !  on  thee  well  ought  us  plain. 

O !  wist  a  man  how  many  maladies 
Follow*  of  excess^  and  of  gluttonies. 
He  would^  be  the  mor^  measurable  225 

Of  his  diete,  sitting  at  his  table. 
Alas !  the  shorte  throat,  the  tender  mouth, 
Maketh  that  east  and  west,  and  north  and  south, 

*  Tombesteres— female  dancers.  •  Fetis — ^wefl  made,  neat 
3  Fniitesteres— female  fniitsellers.  *  Baudes — mirthful,  joyoiis. 
*  Waferers  —  sellers  of  wafer-cakes.  •  Unkindely— unnaturally. 
7  Hest— command.  *  Drunkelew— given  to  drinking.  •  Woodneai 
—madness.  1®  Abought— purchased.  "  ThiUce— this  same.  "Drede 
— doubt.     "  Defended  (Fr.  defcndu) — forbidden. 
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1b  earth,  in  air,  in  water,  men  to  sw 
To  get  ■  glutton  dainty  meat  and  drink. 
Of  this  mattere,  O  Paul !  well  canst  Ihou  treat : 
Meat  ulUo  womb,'  and  womb  eke  unto  meat. 
Shall  Cod  dcilroycn  both,  as  Paulns  sailh. 
Akas  I  3l  Toul  thing  is  it  by  my  faith, 
To  say  this  word,  and  fouler  is  ihe  deed. 
When  niiui  so  dnnketh  of  the  white  and  rede. 


Of  which  the  end  is  death;  womb  is  their  God. 

tiow  great  lab^r  and  cost  is  thcc  to  lind !  * 
These  cook^t  how  they  stamp,  and  strain,  and  grind, 
-And  turnen  substance  into  accident, 
~To  KAfA  all  thy  likcrous  talent !  243 

<~>ut  of  the  hardy  bon^s  knockcn  they 

marrow,  for  they  castcn  naught  away 
X  may  go  through  the  gullet  soft  and  sole  ; ' 
Df  aoiccty,  of  leaf,  of  bark,  and  root, 
Sihal]  be  his  sauce  ymak^d,  by  delight 

c  him  yet  a  newer  appetite  ; 
"Sut  ccrl^a  he  that  haunleth  such  delicts 
Is  dead  while  that  he  livelh  in  those  vices. 

A  '  Ukeruus '  thing  is  wine,  and  drunkenness 
Is  full  of  striving  and  of  wretchedness. 
O  drunken  man !  dishgur'd  is  thy  face. 
Sour  is  ihy  breath,  foul  art  thou  to  embrace; 
And  thtough  thy  drunken  nose  seemeth  the  so 
Although  thousaiddsl  aye  "Sampsoun!  Samps 
And  yet.  Got  wot,  Sampsoun  drunk  ne'er  no  win 
Thou  ^est  as  it  were  a  siickik]  swine; 
'Thy  tongue  is  lost,  and  all  thine  honest  cure,' 
For  dninkcnness  is  very  sepulture 
rit  and  his  discreiidn. 
tl  drink  bath  doniinaiiiin  a 

. .  _    .        .  QUQsel  keep,  it  is  no  dreile." 
I  Now  keep  you  from  the  white  and  from  the  rede,' 
I  Aad  namely  from  the  whit^  wine  of  Lepc,' 


50 


55 


!6o 


— tobuor.  »  Womh— btlly.  '  Thm  to  find— lo  sijppl 
■  If  Uw  belly).  ■  Sulc— sweeL  »  Cun.-— ciire.  •  tJnil 
Redc—rcd.    '  Lrpc — ui  nett  itim. 

I.  Uu  ^kilt  Vint  <ifSjf€.\    AcconUn);  to  Ihc  grograplicr! 
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This  wine  of  Spain  creepeth  subtlely 
In  other  win^s  growing  fast^  by, 
Of  which  there  riseth  such  fumosity,* 
That  when  a  man  hath  drunken  draught^s  t 
And  weeneth  '  that  he  be  at  home  in  Cheap, 
He  is  in  Spain,  right  at  the  town  of  Lepe, 
Not  at  the  K<5chelle,  or  at  Bourdeaux  town, 
And  thenn^  will  he  say  ^  Sampsoun !  Sampsoun 

But  hearkeneth,  Lordings,  one  word,  I  you  pi 
That  all  the  sovereign  actis,  dare  I  say, 
Of  victories  in  the  Old^  Testament, 
Through  very  God  that  is  omnipotent, 
Were  done  in  abstinence  and  in  pray^re ; 
Looketh  the  Bible,  and  there  ye  may  it  lere.' 

Look,  Attila  the  greats  conqueror 
Died  in  his  sleep  with  shame  and  dishondur, 
Bleeding  aye  at  his  nose  in  drunkenness  : 
A  capitain  should  live  in  soberness. 

And  o'er  all  this  aviseth*  you  right  well 
What  was  commanded  unto  Lemuel; 
Not  Sajnuel,  but  Lemuel,  say  L 
Readeth  the  Bible,  and  find  it  expressly 
Of  wine  giving  to  them  that  have  justfce. 
No  more  of  this,  for  it  may  well  suffice. 

And  now  that  I  have  spoke  of  gluttony, 
Now  will  I  you  defenden*  hazardry.* 
Hazard  is  very  mother  of  Idasings, 
And  of  deceits  and  cursed  forswearings. 
Blaspheming  of  Christ,  manslaughter*,  and  waste 
Of  cattle,  and  of  time  ;  and  farthermo 
It  is  reproof,  and  contrary*  of  hondur 
For  to  be  held  a  common  hazardour,* 
And  ever  the  higher  he  is  of  estate 
The  mor^  he  is  holden  desolate. 
If  that  a  princ^  useth  hazardry, 
In  all^  governance  and  policy  305 

He  is,  as  by  common  opinidn, 
Yhold  the  less  in  reputation. 

Stilbon,  that  was  a  wise  ambassador. 
Was  sent  to  Corinth  with  full  great  hondur 
From  Calidone,  to  maken  them  alliance ;  310 

And  when  he  came,  he  happened  him  par  chance^ 

*  Fumosity — fumes  from  drinking.  'Weeneth — thinketh,.  inui- 
gineth.  '  Lere — learn.  *  Aviseth — consider.  *  Defenden— forbid. 
*  Hazardry— gaming. 

Lepe  was  not  far  from  Cadiz.     This  wine,  of  whatever  sort  it  may 
have  been,  was  probably  much  stronger  than  the  Gasom 
dually  drunk  in  England. — Tyr. 
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^vff  the  erealesi  ihat  were  of  ihat  lond 
c  yj*?, **«  haiuH  '  he  them  fond : 
-  2*™™-  **  s**^"  "  'I**'  ■'  niighl(!  be, 
^^»le  him  home  again  lo  his  coiLnrry. 
"  »*id^ ;  "  There  I  will  not  lose  i»y  name, 
not  lake  on  mc  so  great  defame, 
to'  ally  unio  none  hainrdours  : 
some  oihcr  wise  ambassadors, 
why  my  truth*  me  were  lever*  die 
lun  I  yuu  should  to  hazaidours  ally; 
•of  ye,  that  been  %o  glorious  in  honours, 
Bfull  not  all^  you  to  none  hazardours, 
B^t  by  my  will,  nor  as  by  my  treaty." 
I^hit  w\iit  philosopher  thus  said  he. 
K     Look  eke  how  lo  the  King  Demetrius 
■  The  King  of  Parthes,  as  the  book  saith  us, 
m  Sent  hun  a  pair  of  dice  of  gotd  in  scorn, 
[   For*  he  had  us^d  hazard  thcrebefom. 
For  which  he  held  his  glory'  and  his  renown 
Ai  oo  volde  or  reputatiriun. 
Lord^  may  tindcn  other  manner  play 
Waaist  enough  to  drive  the  day  away. 

Now  will  1  speak  of  oathfs  false  and  great 
A  word  or  two,  as  ttXAi  book^  treat. 
Crou  swearing  Is  a  thing  abominable. 
And  f«l»c  tweaiing  is  yet  more  rcprovable. 
1  The  hi^h^  Cod  forbade  swearing  at  all, 
TTitnets  on  Mnthew ;  but  in  special 
If  swearing  saith  the  holy  Jeremie, 
liou  shalt  swear  soth*  thine  oath^s,  and  not  lie, 

ir  In  doom,'  and  eke  in  righteousness, 
tut  idle  swearing  is  a  cursedness. 

BehoM  and  see  that  in  the  first*  table 
If  b^h^  Godd^s  hesids'  honourable 
'    *■  that  the  second  best  of  him  is  this, 
my  name  in  idle-  or  amiss, 
ir  he  forblddcth  such  swearing, 
n  homicide  or  many'  an  other  thing. 
y  that  as  by  order  thus  it  standeth, 
s  koow'ih  he  that  his  hcsi^s  understandcth, 
■r  that  the  second  hesi  of  God  is  that : 
d  fanhcrmore,  1  will  thee  tell  all  plat.' 
It  vengeance  shall  not  pancn  from  bis  house 
It  of  hii  oaihcs  is  outragciius. 

rd — gaming,     '  l-sver- 
*  Dooio— judenwni. 
-  -     '  Plat— pluinly. 
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By  Godd^s  precious  heart,  and  by  his  nails. 

And  by  the  blood  of  Christ  that  is  in  Hailes, 

Seven  is  my  chance,  and  thine  is  cinque  and 

By  Goddds  arm<5s  if  thou  falsely  play,  j6o 

This  dagger  shall  throughout  thine  hearth  ga 

This  fruit  com'th  of  the  bicchel  bon^s  two. 

Forswearing,  ire,  falseness,  and  homicide. 

Now  for  the  love  of  Christ,  that  for  us  died, 
Letteth  *  your  oathds  bothd  great  and  smale.  365 

But,  Sirs,  now  will  I  tell  you  forth  my  Tale. 

These  riotourds  three  of  which  I  tell, 
Long  erst*  ere  primd  rung  of  any  bell. 
Were  set  them  in  a  tavern  for  to  drink, 
And  as  they  sat  they  heard  a  belld  clink  370 

Before  a  corpse  was  carried  to  his  grave ; 
That  one  of  them  'gan  callen  to  his  knave ;  • 
"  Go  bet,^  quod  he,  and  askd  readily 
What  corpse  is  this  that  passeth  here  forth  by, 
And  look  that  thou  report  his  namd  well."  37  j 

"  Sir,  quod  this  boy,  it  needeth  never  a  deal  ;* 
It  was  me  told  ere  ye  came  here  two  hours  ; 
He  was  pardd  an  old  felUw  of  yours, 
And  suddenly  he  was  yslain  to-night, 
Fordrunk  as  he  sat  on  his  bench  upright ; 
There  came  a  privy  thief  men  clepen  Death, 
That  in  this  country  all  the  people  slay'th. 
And  with  his  spear  he  smote  his  heart  atwo. 
And  went  his  way  withouten  wordds  mo. 
He  hath  a  thousand  slain  this  pestilence ; 
And,  master,  ere  ye  come  in  his  presence,  385 

Me  thinkcth  that  it  were  full  necessary 
For  to  beware  of  such  an  adversary  : 
Be  ready  for  to  meet  him  evermore ; 
Thus  taughtd  me  my  dame  ;  I  say  no  more,** 

**  By  Sainld  Mary,  said  this  tavemerc,  390 

The  child  saith  soth,®  for  he  hath  slain  this  year, 

*  l^ttelh — quit.  *  Ivrst — before.  '  Knave — servant  lad.  *  Go 
bet— belter  go.     *  Never  a  deal — not  a  whit.     •  Soth — truth. 

V.  357.  the  blood — in  Hailes.']  The  Abbey  of  HaiUs  in  Glouees- 
tersliirc  was  founded  by  Richard  King  of  the  Romans,  brother  to 
Henrv'  III.  This  precious  relic,  which  was  afterwards  coinnH»ily 
called  "the  blood  of  Hailes,"  was  brought  out  of  Germany  by  the 
son  of  Richard,  Edmund,  who  bestowed  a  third  part  of  it  upon  his 
father's  Abbey  of  Haiks,  and  some  time  after  gave  the  other  two 
parts  to  an  abU*y  of  his  own  foundation  at  Ashrxig,  near  Berk- 
hamsted.     Hollingih,  v,  ii.  p.  275. — Tyr. 

V.  361.  bicchel  bones.]  Implements  used  in  a  game  of  hazard ;  in 
all  probability  similar  to  our  dice    See  note  upon  this  passage  in 

TyrM'hitt's  edit. 
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Hence  over  a  mile,  within  a  great  villdge, 

Ijo:h  man  and  woman,  child,  and  hind  and  page ; 

I  trow  his  habitation  be  there  : 

To  be  avis^d  *  great  wisddm  it  were  395 

Ere  that  he  did  a  man  a  dishondur.'' 

**  Yea,  Goddds  arm<5s,  quod  this  rioter, 
Is  it  such  peril  with  him  for  to  meet  ? 
/  shall  him  seek  by  stile  and  eke  by  street, 
1  make  a  vow  by  Goddds  dignd*  bones.  400 

ilcarkeneth,  fellaws,  we  three  been  alld  ones;' 
i^et  each  of  us  hold  up  his  hand  to  other, 
And  each  of  us  becomen  other's  brother, 
>\nd  wc  will  slay  this  falsd  traitour  Death  : 
He  shall  be  slain,  he  that  so  many  sla)''th,  405 

I3y  (sodd^  dignity,  ere  it  be  night." 

Together  have  these  three  their  truthds  plight 
To  live  and  dien  each  of  them  for  other, 
.As  though  he  were  his  owen  boren*  brother. 
-And  up  they  start  all  drunken  in  this  rage,  410 

.A.nd  forth  they  gone  towardds  that  villdge 
<l>f  which  the  tavemer  had  spoke  befom, 
-And  many  a  grisly*  oath  then  have  they  sworn, 
-And  Christ^  blessed  body  they  to-rent,* 
■^^  Death  shall  be  dead,  if  that  we  may  him  hcnt."^  41 5 

When  they  had  gone  not  fully  half  a  mile, 
l^^ight  as  they  would  have  trodden  o'er  a  stile,  ^ 

-An  old  man  and  a  poord  with  them  met : 
"This  oldd  man  full  meekely  them  gret,**  — 
.And  saidd  thus;  "Now,  Lordds,  God  you  see!"'  420 

The  proudest  of  these  riotourds  three 
Answd^d  again  ;  "  What  1  churl,  with  sorry  grace, 
Why  art  thou  all  forwrappdd  save  thy  face  ? 
ANTiy  livcst  thou  so  long  in  so  great  age  ?  " 

This  oldd  man  'gan  look  in  his  visdge,  425 

And  saidd  thus  ;  "  For  I  nc  cannot  find 
A  man,  though  that  1  walkdd  into  Ind, 
Neither  in  city  nor  in  no  villdge. 
That  wouldd  change  his  youthd  for  mine  age ; 
And  therefore  must  I  have  mine  agd  still  430 

As  longd  time  as  it  is  Goddds  will. 
Ne  Death,  alas !  ne  will  not  have  my  life  : 
Thus  walk  I,  like  a  rcstdless  caitiff,*^ 
And  on  the  ground,  which  is  my  mother's  gate, 
I  knockd  with  my  staff  early  and  late,  435 

^  Aviaed — walchlul,   prepared.     •  Digne  —  honourable.     '  AUc 
^•*ei— «U  one,   or,   in  unity.      *  Boren— bom.      *  Grisly— fearful. 
,*^o4wit — defooed.    '  Hent — caught.    *  Orel -greeted.  *  See— 1./. 
"  Caod  preserve  you  in  his  sight."    '^  Caitiff— wretch. 

T 
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And  say  to  her,  Lev^*  mother,  let  me  in.  ^-^  i\n. 

Lo,  how  I  vanish,  flesh,  and  blood,  and  skin.     ^ 

Alas  !  when  shall  my  bon^s  be  at  rest  ?  -St, 

Mother,  with  you  would  I  change  my  chest, 

That  in  my  chamber  longd  time  hath  be. 

Yea,  for  an  hairy  clout  to  wrap  in  me.' 

But  yet  to  me  she  will  not  do  that  grace,  ^-. 

For  which  full  pale  and  welked'  is  my  face. 

"  But,  Sirs,  to  you  it  is  no  courtesy 
To  speak  unto  an  old  man  villainy, 
But  he  *  trespass  in  word  or  else  in  deed. 
In  holy  writ  ye  may  yourselven  read  ; 

'  Against  an  old  man,  hoar  upon  his  hede,  •-  * 

Yc  should  arise  :  *  therefore  I  give  you  rede  < 
Ne  do'th  unto  an  old  man  none  harm  now, 
No  more  than  that  ye  would  a  man  did  you 
In  age,  if  that  ye  may  so  long  abide ; 
And  God  be  with  you  wheV*  ye  go  or  ride  : 
I  must  go  thither  as  I  have  to  go."  ^--     ^3  •» 

"  Nay,  old^  churl,  by  God  thou  shalt  not  so,'*  ^ 

Said^  this  other  hazardour  *  anon  ; 

*'  Thou  partest  not  so  lightly,  by  Saint  John.  '^  -♦^ 

Thou  spake  right  now  of  thilk^^  traitour  Death,       -^  ^^  "  * 
That  in  this  country  all  our  friend^s  slay*th ; 
Have  here  my  truth,  as  thou  art  his  espy,  "^ 

Tell  where  he  is,  or  thou  shalt  it  aby* 
By  God  and  by  the  holy  sacrament. 
For  sothly  thou  art  one  of  his  assent 
To  slay  us  young^  folk,  thou  fals^  thief."  .g. 

"  Now,  Sirs,  quod  he,  if  it  be  you  so  lief*  ^ 

To  finden  Death,  turn  up  this  crooked  way ; 
For  in  that  grove  I  left  him,  by  my  fay 
Under  a  tree,  and  there  he  will  abide. 

Nor  for  your  boast  he  will  him  nothing  hide.  ^-q 

See  ye  that  oak  ?  right  there  ye  shall  him  find- 
God  sav^  you  that  bought  again  mankind. 
And  you  amend  !  "    Thus  said  this  old^  man. 

And  evereach  of  these  riotourds  ran 
Till  they  came  to  the  tree,  and  there  they  found  475 

Of  florins  fine  of  gold  ycoinW  round  — 

Well  nigh  an  eighth  bushels,  as  them  thought : 
No  longer  then  after  Death  they  sought. 
But  each  of  them  so  glad  was  of  the  sight, 
For  that  the  florins  been  so  fair  and  bright, 

*  I^ve— dear.      •  Welked — wrinkled.      •  But  he— unless  he, 
<  Rede  —  advice.    *  Whe'r  —  whether.    •  Hazardour  —  games 
7  Thilke — this  same.    ^  Aby— suffer  for.    •  Lief— pleasant. 
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At  down  iheyseiihcmbythc  precious  hoard  :  480 
ic  worst  of  ihem  lie  spake  the  tirst^  word, 
*  Brethren,  qund  Tic.  ukc  keep  <vhiU  I  shall  say  ; 
f  wil  is  great,  though  thai  I  liourclc '  and  piny. 
lis  Ireasunt  hath  Fortiinc  unto  us  given, 
I  minh  and  jollity  our  Liie  lo  liven,  485 

Ml  U]$bily  >s  it  com'Ih  so  will  we  spend. 
<f  '.*  Goad^  precious  dignity  i  who  ween'd ' 
0-<lay  thai  we  should  have  50  fair  a  grace  ? 
t  m^t  ihis  gnld  be  carried  from  this  place 
line  lo  my  house,  or  clltfs  unto  yours,  4cjo 

'or  well  1  wot  that  all  this  gold  is  ours) 
benn<  were  we  in  high  Telicity ; 
HI  tni^ly  by  Any  it  miiy  not  t>e  ; — 
Icn  wouldcn  say  that  wc  were  thieves  strong, 
nd  for  our  owcn  treasure  done  us  hong.'  495 

bis  treasure  must  ycanricd  be  by  night 
%  wisely  and  as  slyly  as  it  mighi  j 
in»erefore  I  rede '  that  cut  *  among  us  all 
'c  draw,  and  let  sec  where  the  cut  will  fall ; 
^^  id  he  that  haih  the  cui,  wiih  heart<5  blithe,        500 
■hall  runncn  10  the  town,  and  (hat  full  swith,' 
d  b*ng  us  bread  and  wine  full  privily  ; 
^^  d  twtt  of  us  shall  keepen  subtlety 

This  treasure  well ;  and  if  he  will  not  tarrien, 

n  it  is  night  we  will  this  treasure  carricn       50J 
,    nc  assent  where  as  us  thinketh  best." 
That  one  of  ihem  the  cot  brought  in  his  fisi. 
d  bade  theni  draw,  and  look  where  it  would  fall, 
ftnd  it  fell  on  the  youngest  of  them  all ; 
And  forth  towitrd  the  town  he  went  anon  :  510 

And  all  so  soon  as  that  he  was  agone, 
iThat  one  of  than  spake  thus  unto  that  other: 
"Thou  wotiesi  well  ihou  art  my  sworen  brother. 
Thy  profit  will  I  tell  thee  right  anon. 
rhou  woit'st  well  that  our  fellow  is  agone  ;  ;i5 

And  here  is  gold,  and  tliai  full  great  plenty. 
That  thaJl  departed  be  among  us  three  ; 
Bat  nath^lcss,  if  I  can  shape  it  so 
That  it  depaned  were  among  us  two, 
Had  I  not  dune  a  fricndds  turn  to  thee  ? "  530 

Thai  other  answerd  ;  "  I  n'ot  '  how  thai  may  be 
He  wot  well  that  the  gold  is  with  us  tway. 
Wlut  shall  wc  do?  what  shall  we  to  him  say  ?" 

t  '  Ey  I— an  inlCTj*clion.  '  Wewi'd— guMsnl. 
0*  nong— h«v»  iM  hungcd  '  Rede— ail  ifist  •Cut- lot. 
i-.<|wckly.    •  N'oi— know  not. 
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"  Shall  it  be  counsel  ?  said  the  firsts  shrew,^ 
And  I  shall  tellen  thee  in  word^s  few  S^S 

What  we  shall  do,  and  bring  it  well  about.*' 
"  I  grants,  quod  that  other,  out  of  doubt, 
That  by  my  truth  I  will  thee  not  betray." 

"Now,  quod  the  first,  thou  wott'st  well  we  be  t  w^'  '^'' 
And  tway  of  us  shall  stronger  be  than  one.  53° 

Look,  when  that  he  is  set,  thou  right  anon 
Arise,  as  though  thou  wouldest  with  him  play, 
And  I  shall  rive  him  through  the  sid^s  tway 
While  that  thou  strugglest  with  him  as  in  game  « 
And  with  thy  dagger  look  thou  do  the  same ;  ^^' 

And  then  shall  all  this  gold  departed  be. 
My  dear^  friend  !  betwixen  thee  and  me  ; 
Then  may  we  both  our  lust^s  all  fulfil. 
And  play  at  dice  right  at  our  owen  will." 
And  thus  accorded  been  these  shrewd  *  tway 
To  slay  the  third  as  ye  have  heard  me  say. 

This  youngest,  which  that  wentd  to  the  town, 
Full  oft  in  heart  he  rolleth  up  and  down 
The  beauty  of  these  florins  new  and  bright. 
**  O  Lord  !  quod  he,  if  so  were,  that  I  might 
Have  all  this  treasure  to  myself  alone,    • 
There  is  no  man  that  liv'th  und^r  the  throne 
Of  God  that  should^  live  so  merry*  as  L" 
And  at  the  last,  the  fiend,  our  enemy. 
Put  in  his  thought  that  he  should  poison  buy, 
With  which  he  mights  slay  his  fellows  tway  ; 
For  why  ?  the  fiend  found  him  in  such  living, 
That  he  had  leve  '  to  sorrow  him  to  bring ; 
For  this  was  utterly  his  full  intent. 
To  slay  th^m  both  and  never  to  repent 
And  forth  he  go'th,  no  longer  would  he  tarry, 
Into  the  town  unto  a  'pothccary. 
And  praydd  him  that  he  him  would^  sell 
Some  poison,  that  he  might  his  ratouns  *  quell ; 
And  eke  there  was  a  polecat  in  his  haw  *  560 

That,  as  he  said,  his  capons  had  yslaw  ;» 
And  fain  he  would  him  wreaken,'  if  he  might, 
Of  vermin  that  destroyed  them  by  night. 
The  Apothecary  answered ;  "  Thou  shaJt  have 
A  thing,  as  wisly '  God  my  souW  save,  565 

In  all  this  world  there  n'is  no  credture 
That  eat  or  drunk  hath  of  this  cdnfecture, 

*  Shrew — a  cursed  man.  *  Leve— inclination.  '  Ratouns — rsits. 
^  Haw— farm  yard.  *  Yslaw— slain.  *  Him  wreaken  if  he  mi^t— 
revenge  himself  if  he  could.     '  Wisly— -certainly. 
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Xot  but  the  mountance  *  of  a  com  of  wheat, 

That  he  ne  shall  his  life  anon  forlet,'* 

Vea,  starve  '  he  shall,  and  that  in  Icssd  while        570 

'Fhan  thou  wilt  go  a  pace  not  but  a  mile ; 

T*his  poison  is  so  strong  and  violent.' 

This  curs^  man  hath  in  his  hand  yhent  ^ 

1*his  poison  in  a  box,  and  swith^  he  ran 

1  nto  the  nextd  street  unto  a  man,  575 

.And  borrowed  of  him  largd  bottles  three, 

A.nd  in  the  two  the  poison  poured  he  : 

The  third  he  keptd  clean^  for  his  drink, 

Jtox  all  the  night  he  shope  him  for  to  swink  * 

In  carrying  of  the  gold  out  of  that  place.  580 

And  when  this  rioter  with  sorry  grace  ^ 

Hath  fiird  with  wine  his  greats  bottles  three. 

To  his  fellows  again  repaireth  he. 

What  needeth  it  thereof  to  sermon  more  ? 

For  right  as  they  had  cast  his  death  before,  585       f-^  Jt>  ' 

Right  so  they  have  him  slain,  and  that  anon.  v^<- ' '  /  v 

And  when  that  this  was  done  thus  spake  that  one; ..      /  ,  /  ' 

''Now  let  us  sit  and  drink,  and  make  us  merry,  ^^ 

And  afterward  we  will  his  body  bury." 

And  with  that  word  it  happened  him /tfrr<if'        590 

To  take  the  bottle  where  the  poison  was. 

And  drank,  and  gave  his  fellow  drink  also, 

For  which  anon  they  storven  ®  both^  two. 

But  cert^  I  suppose  that  Avicenne 

Wrote  never  in  no  canon  ne'  in  no  fenne  *°  595 

More  wonder  signds  of  empoisoning 

Than  had  these  wretches  two,  or  their  ending. 

Thus  ended  been  these  homicides  two, 

And  eke  the  false  empoisoner  also. 
«  «  «  « 

Mountance— amounting.  Forlet — give  over.  '  Starve — die. 
"^lenl — taken.  *  Swith — immediately.  *  Swink — labour,  work. 
*^xvj  grace  —  evil,  or  misfortune.  *  Par  cos  —  by  accident. 
►Wonren,  (perfect  tense  of  sterve) — died.  *®  Fenne— the  title  of 
^  of  the  sections  in  Avicenne's  great  work,  entitled  Canun, 
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"  Well  said,  by  corpus  Domini^  quod  our  H( 

#  #  #  ♦ 

But  now  pass  o'er  and  let  us  seek  about 
Who  shall  now  tellen  first  of  all  this  rout 
Another  Tale  : "  and  with  that  word  he  said, 
As  courteously  as  it  had  been  a  maid  ; 

"My  Lady  Prioressd,  by  your  leave, 
So  that  I  wist  *  I  should  you  not  aggrieve, 
I  would^  deemen  that  ye  tellen  should 
A  Tald  next,  if  so  were  that  ye  would. 
Now  will  ye  vouch^safe,  my  Lady  dear?" 

"  Gladly,"  quod  she  ;  and  said  as  ye  shall  he 

*  Wist— know. 


«^t; 


i 


28o  CANTERBURY  TALES, 

For  she  herselven  is  honour  and  root  '^ 

Of  bounty,  next  her  son,  and  soul^s  boot.* 

O  mother  maid  !  O  maid  and  mother  free  I 
O  bush  unbumt !  burning  in  Moses'  sight, 
That  ravishedst  down  from  the  deity,  aV\^^ 

Through  thine  humbl^ss,  the  ghost  that  in  thee'  ^^ 
Of  whose  virtde,  when  he  thine  hearts  hght',* 
Conceived  was  the  father's  sapience, 
Help  me  to  tell  it  in  thy  reverence. 

Lady !  thy  bounty,  thy  magnificence. 
Thy  virtue  and  thy  great  humility, 
There  may  no  tongue  express  in  no  science ; 
For  sometime,  Lady  !  ere  men  pray  to  thee, 
Thou  go'st  before  of  thy  benignity, 
And  gettest  us  the  light  of  thy  pray^re 
To  guiden  us  unto  thy  son  so  dear. 

My  cunning*  is  so  weak,  O  blissful  Queen  I 
For  to  declare  thy  greats  worthiness. 
That  I  ne  may  the  weight^  not  sustene  ; 
But  as  a  child  of  twelve  months  old  or  less. 
That  can  unneth^s  *  any  word  express, 
Right  so  fare  I,  and  therefore  I  you  pray, 
C^uideth  my  song  that  I  shall  of  you  say. 

There  was  in  Asia,  in  a  great  city, 
Amongds  Christian  folk  ajewdry,* 
Sustained  by  a  lord  of  that  countrf , 
For  foul  usure  and  lucre'  of  villainy. 
Hateful  to  Christ  and  to  his  company. 
And  through  the  street  men  mighten  ride  and  we 
For  it  was  free,  and  open  at  either  end. 

A  little  school  of  Christian  folk  there  stood 
Down  at  the  farther  end,  in  which  there  were 
Children  a  heap^  comcn  of  Christian  blood, 
That  learned  in  that  school^  year  by  year 
Such  manner  doctrine  as  men  us^d  there  ; 
This  is  to  say,  to  singcn  and  to  read. 
As  smalld  children  do  in  their  childhede. 

Among  these  children  was  a  widow's  son, 
A  little  clergion,*  seven  years  of  age. 
That  day  by  day  to  school^  was  his  won ;  • 

»  Boot— help.     '  Free— bountiful.     '  Light— (for)  lighted.   mad< 
pleasant.     So  in  Troiius,  b.  iii.  1.  1083  : — 

"For  wroth  is  she  that  should  his  sorrows  tight." 

*  Cunning — skill,  knowledge.  *  Unneihes — scarcely.  •  Jewcry— 
that  quarter  of  a  city  in  which  the  Jews  were  compelled  to  reside; 
— ^generally  the  suburbs.  ^  Wend — go,  walk.  •*  Clergion— yoong 
clerk.     •  Won — custom. 
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feke  also,  wbereas  he  saw  th'  im^tge 
Piiist<!3  rautber,  had  he  in  usfigc, 

B  UUght,  lo  kneel  adown,  and  say 
Maria  as  he  go'lh  by  ihc  way. 
ttis  hath  this  widow  her  liuk  son  ylaught 
Iriissfut  Lady,  Christfe  mother  dear, 
lorship  aye,  and  he  forgot  it  naughi ; 

frly '  childi  will  aU-ay  soon  lerc.' 
yc  when  I  remember  on  this  manure, 
t  N  icholas  stani '  ever  in  my  prcs Ajcc, 
lie  so  young  to  Christ  did  ruvervnce. 
US  litilc  child  his  tittle  book  loaming, 
K  %M  in  the  school  at  his  prim^rc, 
U/ma  Rrdtrnpinris  heard^  sing, 
piildrcn  leamM  their  antiphoncre,' 
Nbs  he  durst  he  drew  him  near  and  near, 
thearkened  aye  the  wordfo  and  ihc  note, 
Be  (he  firsi^  verse  could  all  by  rote. 
Ugbi  wist  *  he  what  this  Latin  wns  lo  say, 
like  so  young  and  tender  was  of  age  ; 
RKt  a  day  his  fellow  'giin  he  pray 
Kpounden  him  this  song  in  nis  Ungu.lge, 
llCll  him  why  this  song  was  in  us-lgc  : 

r  prayed  he  him  to  construe  and  declare 
often  lime  upon  his  knc<!s  hare. 
ps  fellow,  which  that  elder  was  than  he, 
^cr'd  him  thus;  "This song,  I  have  heard  s: 
k  makdd  of  OUT  blissful  Lady  free,* 
ilo  salue,'  and  eke  her  for  to  pray 
Be  our  help  and  succour  when  we  dey.' 
p)  no  more  expound  in  this  mallifrc  ; 
■m^  songi  1  can  "  but  small  gramnii^re." 
Mnd  is  this  song  mak^  in  reverence 
ist^s  mother  '!  said  this  innocent : 
Ir  ccrtds  1  will  do  my  diligence 
Iwnn'*  it  all  ere  ChrisK^mas  be  went, 
■ugh  thai  I  fur  my  primer  shall  be  slicni," 

tMm^e,  inBOcent.  'Lcrff  — learn,  >Sli>m—  itan 
Wetc-dnllphona,  or  chiiiinliii](  allemali!  vtnts  a 
f  Will  —  knew.  •  Vn^  —  bountiful.  '  Saliw  —  p 
p.  •  Qui— know.  "  Conn— know,  iaun.  "  Be  shi 
y  pnitfabfd :  the  strict  meatilng  of  ihend  ii,  lo  niln. 


\t  SiikBlni.']    Tht!  patron  lalni  of  chtldrm.     We1ian> 

il  o(  dc  <n7  aoKf  pii^ly  of  this  uini  in  his  Ihmhi.  Brrv, 

"Mnw^.  :   vii.   thai   while  at  hit  Riolher'i  breul  he 

»  un  ih«  Wedncsdayi  anil  Frlilajn  |lhe  days  uf  Cut), 
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And  shall  be  beaten  thrids  in  an  hour, 

I  will  it  conn  *  our  Lady  for  t'  hondur." 

His  fellow  taught  him  homeward  privily 
From  day  to  day  till  he  could  it  by  rote,  ic 

And  then  he  sang  it  well  and  bold^ly 
From  word  to  word  according  with  the  note : 
Twies  a  day  it  pass(5d  through  his  throat, 
To  schoolward  and  homeward  when  he  went; 
On  Christ^s  mother  set  was  his  intent.  no 

As  I  have  said,  throughout  the  Jewdr\' 
This  little  child,  as  he  came  to  and  fro. 
Full  merrily  then  would  he  sing  and  cry 
()  Alma  Rcdcmptoris !  ever  mo. 

The  sweetness  hath  his  heart<5  pierced  so  ns 

Of  Christds  mother,  that  to  her  to  pray 
He  cannot  stint  ^  of  singing  by  the  way. 

Our  tirstd  foe,  the  serpent  Sathanas, 
That  hath  in  Jew<5s  heart  his  waspds  nest,  ^! 

Up  sweird  and  said ;  "  O  Ebraikc  people',  alas  ^  12( 

Is  this  to  you  a  thing  that  is  hondst. 
That  such  a  boy  shall  walken  as  him  lest 
In  your  despite,  and  sing  of  such  sentdnce, 
Which  is  against  our  lawds  reverence  ?  " 

From  thenndsforth  the  Jewds  have  conspirdd  \2 

This  innocent  out  of  this  world  to  chase  : 
A  homicidd  thereto  have  they  hirdd. 
That  in  an  alley  had  a  private  place, 
And  as  the  child  'gan  forthby  for  to  pace, 
This  cursed  Jew  him  hent  ^  and  held  him  fast,  130 

And  cut  his  throat,  and  in  a  pit  him  cast. 

I  say  that  in  a  wardrope  *  they  him  threw 
Where  as  these  Jewds  *  casten  their  ofll'dlc.' 
O  cursdd  folk  !  of  Herodds  all-new,* 
What  may  your  evil  intentd  you  avail  ? 
Murder  will  out,  certain  it  will  not  fail ; 
And  namely  there  •  th'  honour  of  God  shall  spreac 
The  blood  out  cricth  on  your  cursdd  deed. 

O  martyr  souded  "^  in  virginity  ! 
Now  may'st  thou  sing  and  follow  e'er  in  one ' 
The  whitd  Lamb  celestial,  quod  she,  I. 

Of  which  the  great  evangelist  Saint  John 
In  Patmos  wrote,  which  saiih  that  they  that  gone 
liefore  this  Lamb,  and  sing  a  song  all  new, 
That  never  fleshly  woman  they  ne  knew. 


*  Conn— know,  learn.     *  Stint— cease.    '  Hent — caught,  sdi 
*  Wardrope — common  scwfr.    *  .\ll-nl•^^- — fresh  :  (as  might  br  «**-- 
"  Herodcs  redivivi."     «  There  —  where.     '  Soudetl  —  confirmee:^  ' 
"  E'er  in  one— continually. 
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hat  nig 
naught, 

>\7  ^»Ch  as  aiwn  as  it  was  day^s  lighl, 
l'*c^  pale  of  dread  and  busy  thought 
-.  ^*h  Ht  school  and  elli*s  where  him  soui 


\^,  ^Uy  ihc  gan  s 

\V.. .  «^t  ksl  seen  wa; 


fart 


ipy' 


-V  i»,   — •'■^  Jcw^r>-. 

1^  »li  tnpthcr's  pity  in  her  breast  enclosAl 
A  -'^'^''h,  as  she  were  half  out  of  her  mind, 
V  ».*"y  pl"c<f  where  she  hath  supposH 

'■*-  '■"      1  her  little  child  to  find  ;  15; 

:»^  -  vfo  oil  Christrfs  mother  meek  and  kind 
.  ^  cntd,  nnd  ai  the  lasttf  thus  she  wrought, 

Doj;  (he  ciirsL-d  Jcw^  she  him  sought. 
.  She  tn^-ticth  '  and  she  prayiih  piieously 
.^1  viKTj  Jew  thai  dwelt  in  thilktf  place  160 

^  lell  her  if  her  child  wcni  aught  forth  by ; 

,  widen  Njy;  but  Jesu  of  his  graci? 
'ive  in  her  thought,  within  a  tittle  space, 
"■   "  *    that  place  after  her  son  she  cried. 

he  was  caslcn  in  a  pit  beside.  165 

O  great  Cod,  ih.tl  perfomicst  thy  laud 
.^^  mouth  of  innocents,  lo  here  thy  might  \ 
XTjis  gem  of  chastity,  this  emeraud, 
,-^ntl  eke  of  martyrdom  the  ruby  bright, 
"There  he  with  throat  ycoricn  *  lay  upright,  170 

lit  Alma  Rtdfmfitorit  "gan  to  sing 
So  loud,  that  all  the  placid  'gan  to  ring. 

The  Christian  folk  that  through  the  slrecti^  went 
]n  comen  for  to  wonder*  upon  this  thmg, 
And  hastily  tliey  for  the  provost  sent:  175 

He  csmc  anon  w-ithouten  tarrying. 
And  hcrictli  *  Christ,  thai  i»  of  lii'avcn  king. 
And  eke  his  mother,  honour  of  mankind, 
And  after  that,  the  Jew<is  let  he  bind. 

This  child  with  piteous  lamcntatiiln  iKu 

Was  tnken  up,  singing  his  song  alway. 
And  with  hondur  and  great  procession 
Tbcy  carricn  him  unto  the  next  abb^y  ; 
Hit  moihcT  swooning  by  the  bier^  lay  : 
Unneth^  might  <  the  people  that  was  there  185 

Tliis  newrf  Rachel  bringcn  from  his  bier. 

With  inrmcni  and  with  shameful  death  each  one 
This  provost  doth  these  Jew^  for  to  starve' 

EVr— dbcowr.   '  Frrynnli— jukelh,    '  There— whtre    *  Ycor- 
■«Bt     •  Henelh— iwmuctli,     •  L'nnrtKia  mighl»-«aiitcly  were 
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That  of  this  murder  wist,'  and  that  anon  : 

He  noldd  *  no  such  cursed ness  observe  :'  '^ 

Evil  shall  he  have  that  evil  will  deserve  ; 

Therefore  with  wildd  horse  he  did  them  drai*"^ 

And  after  that  he  hung  them  by  the  law. 

Upon  his  bier  aye  li'th  this  innocent  J05 

Before  the  altar  while  the  mass^  last, 
And  after  that,  th'  abb<5t  with  his  convent 
Have  sped  them  for  to  bury  him  full  fast ; 
And  when  they  holy  water  on  him  cast,  ^    ^^f^ 

Yet  spake  this  child,  when  sprent*  was  th'  holy  ^*'^        200 
And  sang   O  Alma  Redemptoris  Mater  ! 

This  abbot,  which  that  was  a  holy  man, 
As  monk^s  be,  or  ellds  ought  to  be, 

This  youngd  child  to  cdnjure  he  began,  205 

And  said ;  "  O  dear^  child  !  I  halsi  *  thee, 
In  virtue  of  the  holy  trinity. 
Tell  me  what  is  thy  caus^  for  to  sing. 
Since  that  thy  throat  is  cut,  to  my  seeming." 

"My  throat  is  cut  unto  my  neck^  bone, 
Saidd  this  child,  and  as  by  way  of  kind  * 
I  should  have  died,  yea  long^  time  agonc. 
But  Jcsu  Christ,  as  ye  in  bookds  find. 
Will  that  his  glory  last  and  be  in  mind. 
And  for  the  worship  of  his  mother  dear. 
Yet  may  I  sing  O  Alma  loud  and  clear. 

"This  well  ^  of  mercy,  Christds  mother  sweet, 
I  lovdd  alway,  as  after  my  conning ;  ® 
And  when  that  I  my  lif^  should  forlete  • 
To  me  she  came,  and  bade  me  for  to  sing 
This  anthem  verily  in  my  dying. 
As  ye  have  heard  ;  and  when  that  I  had  sung, 
Me  thought  she  laid  a  grain  upon  my  tongue. 

"  Wherefore  I  sing,  and  sing  I  must  certain, 
In  honour  of  that  blissful  maiden  frce,'^ 
Till  from  my  tongue  off  taken  is  the  grain. 
And  after  that  thus  saidd  she  to  mc  ; 
'  My  little  child,  then  will  I  fetchen  thee. 
When  that  the  grain  is  from  thy  tongue  ytakc  : 
Be  not  aghast,  I  will  thee  not  forsake.' " 

This  holy  monk,  this  abbot  him  mean  1, 
His  tongue  out  caught,  and  took  away  the  grain, 

*  Wist— knew.  *  N'olde— would  not.  '  Observe — ^pay  rcspec  " 
attend  to.  *  Sprent  —  sprinkled.  *  Halse  —  implore,  conjured 
literally  "embrace  round  the  neck;"  from  the  Sax.  kaU — ned^ 
•  By  way  of  kind — in  the  course  of  nature.  '  Well — spring,  fooi^ 
tain.  *  Conning — knowledge,  ability.  •  Forlete — forsuce.  *•  F 
— bountiful. 
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gave  up  the  ghost  full  softily. 
len  this  abbot  had  this  wonder  seen, 
\€  tear^s  trill'd  adown  as  rain, 
>fT '  he  fell  all  plat  upon  the  ground,  235 

II  he  lay  as  he  had  been  ybound. 
ronvcnt  lay  eke  on  the  pavement 
tg  and  herying^  Christes  mother  dear; 
;er  that  they  risen,  and  forth  been  went, 
>k  away  this  martyr  from  his  bier,  240 

a  tomb  of  marble  stones  clear 
?n  they  his  little  body  sweet : 
he  is  now  God  lene  *  us  for  to  meet 
ung^  Hugh  of  Lincoln  !  slain  also 
urs^  Jewds,  as  it  is  notdblc  245 

s  but  a  little  while  ago, 
cc  for  us,  we  sinful  folk  unstdble, 
r  his  mercy  God  so  mercidble 
his  greatd  mercy  multiply, 
'ercnce  of  his  mother  Mary.  250 

itself  means  "flat  on  the  ground." — Gloss.     *  Herying 
*  There — where.     ♦  Lene — grant. 


gk  of  Lincoln.  \  The  account  of  this  murder  is  to  be 
ihevk-  l*aris.  In  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of 
ighteen  Jews  were  brought  to  London  from  Lincoln. 
For  crucifying  a  child  eight  years  old.  In  the  Acta 
r  Bollandus  are  the  records  of  several  infant  martyrs 
onised  on  account  of  their  having  been  murdered  by 
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THE  NUN'S  PRIESTS  PROLOGUE, 


Then  spake  our  Host  with  nidd  speech  and 
And  said  unto  the  Nunn^s  Priest  anon, 
"  Come  near,  thou  Priest,  come  hither,  thou  Sir  J 
Tell  us  such  thing  as  may  our  hearths  glad : 
Be  blithe  although  thou  ride  upon  a  jade. 
What  though  thine  horse  be  both^  foul  and  lear^ 
If  he  will  serve  thee,  reck  thee  not  a  bean  : 
Look  that  thy  heart  be  merry  evermo." 

"  Yea,  Host,  quod  he,  so  may  I  ride  or  go, 
But  I  be  merry*,  ywis  I  will  be  blamed." 
And  right  anon  his  Tale  he  hath  attamdd  ; ' 
And  thus  he  said  unto  us  evcreach  one. 
This  swectd  Priest,  this  goodly  man,  Sir  John. 

*  Attained,  (Fr.  entami) — opened,  commenced. 


ihn; 

5 


V.  3.  thou  Sir  John. 1    I  know  not  how  it  has  happened 
in  the  principal  modem  languages  John  (or  its  equivalent)  is  ai 
of  contempt,  or  at  least  of  slight.     So  the  Italians  use  Gi4e 
from  whence  Zani,  the  Spaniaixls  Juan,  as  Bobo  Juan,  a 
John,   the  French  Jgau,  with  various  additions,  and  in 
when  we  call  a  man  a  John  we  do  not  mean  it  as  a  title  of  hon 
Chaucer  uses  JacJtf  Pool  as  the  Spaniards  do  Bo^  Juam, 
suppose  Jtjck  Ass  has  the  same  etymology. — ^The  title  of  Sir 
usually  given,  by  courtesy,  to  priests  both  secular  and 
Tyr. 

If  the  host  then  used  the  title  John  in  an  impertinent  or 
temptuous  sense,  that  of  Sir  must  also  be  understood  as  an 
tional  piece  of  rudeness,  because  of  its  affectation  of  courtesy 
rcsp>cct.     Shakspeare  uses  the  epithet  Jack  Priest. 


10 


A«l  Dan  Ruw^ll 


THE  NUS'S  PRlESrS  TALE. 

Pf)Ox£  widow,  somedeal  sioop'n  in  age, 
iTas  whilom  dwelling  in  a  nar'w  cottage 
inide  a  gmvtf  standing  in  a  dale, 

widow,  which  I  tell  you  of  my  Tale, 
'.  ihilk^  day  ihut  she  was  last  a  wife, 
B  patience  led  a  IaiII  simple  life, 
"of  little  was  her  cattle  and  her  rent ; 
ily  husbandry '  of  such  as  God  her  sent. 
She  found  herself  and  ckc  her  daughters  two. 
Three  \axtfi  son*£s  had  she,  and  no  mo. 
Three  kinc,  and  eVe  a  sheep  that  hight^  *  Mall : 
FuU  sooty  was  her  bower  and  eke  her  hall, 
in  which  she  ate  many'  a  slender  meal: 
Of  poignant  sauce  ne  knew  she  never  a  deal ; ' 
No  dainty  morsel  passM  through  her  ihraai : 
Her  diet  was  accordant  to  her  cole  :  * 
Kepletitfn  ne  made  her  never  sick ; 
Attemper*  diet  was  all  her  physfc. 

— Ihrtft.   economy.     '  Hichli^-aillrf.      *  N( 
;*.    •  Atlemper— i 


'  Cote— ool.  coltigr. 
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And  exercise,  and  hearths  suffisance  : 

The  goutd  let  *  her  nothing  for  to  dance, 

Ne  apoplexy  shent^*  not  her  head ;  -^^ 

No  wine  ne  drank  she  neither  white  nor  red :  v 

Her  board  was  served  most  with  white  and  bl^^  ^L  ^ 

Milk  and  brown  bread,  in  which  she  found  no        ^^^ 

Seindd'  bacon,  and  sometime  an  egg  or  tway, 

For  she  was  as  it  were  a  manner  dey.*  ^ 

A  yard  she  had  enclosed  all  about 
With  stickds,  and  a  dry  ditch  without, 
In  which  she  had  a  cock  hight*  Chanticleer, 
In  all  the  land,  of  crowing  n'as*  his  peer  : 
His  voice  was  merrier  than  the  mcny  orgdn 
On  massd  days  that  in  the  churches  gone  ; 
Well  sikerer^  was  his  crowing  in  his  lodge 
Than  is  a  clock  or  any  abbey'  orloge  :  * 
By  nature  he  knew  each  ascentidn 
*  Of  th'  equinoctial  in  thilk^  town, 
For  when  degrees  fifteen  were  ascended, 
Then  crew  he  that  it  might  not  be  amended. 

His  comb  was  redder  than  the  fine  cordl, 
Embattellcd  as  it  were  a  castle  wall ; 
His  bill  was  black,  and  as  the  jet  it  shone, 
Like  azure  were  his  legg^s  and  his  tone,^ 
His  nailds  whiter  than  the  lily  flower, 
And  like  the  burned  *°  gold  was  his  coldur. 

This  gentle  cock  had  in  his  governance 
Sev'n  hennas  for  to  do  all  his  pleasdnce ; 
Which  were  his  sisters  and  his  paramours,  ^ 

And  wonder  like  to  him  as  of  coldurs, 
Of  which  the  fairest  hu^d  in  the  throat, 
Was  clepdd  fair  Damoisclle  Partelote. 
Courteous  she  was,  discreet,  and  debonair,  . 

And  c6mpaigndble',  and  bare  herself  so  fair,  ^ 

Sitlien  the  day  that  she  was  sevcnnight  old, 
That  trudly  she  hath  the  heart  in  hold 
Of  Chanticleer,  locked  in  every  lith  ;  " 
He  lov'd  her  so,  that  well  was  him  therewith  : 
But  such  a  joy  it  was  to  hear  them  sing. 
When  that  the  bright^  sun  began  to  spring, 


0 


'  I^*t — prevented.   '  Shcnt— injured.    '  Scinde — singed.    *  ^^^^^^I^^cnt 
Mr.  Tyrwhilt  supposes  the  word  "  dey  "  to  refer  to  the  managc^^T^.  •• 
of  a  dairy  ;  and  that  it  originally  si^ified  a  hind.     *'  Manner   *^^-f  - 
may  therefore  l>e  interpreted  "  a  species  of  hired,  or  day-Iabo»* * ^ in. 
*  Highte  —  called.     ®  N'as  —  was  not.     ^  Sikerer  —  more  c«r*'^,j^ 
*♦  Orloge— horologe,  clock.    'Tone — toes.     *®  Burned— bumi^^ 


»»  Lith— limb. 


I 
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ei  OMord ;  "  My  lefe '  is  far  in  knd." 
ibilk^  time,  as  1  have  understand. 
s  and  briddfs  couldcn  speak  and  sing, 
Mj  befell  thni  in  a  daw^ning 
knticltxr  Among  his  wtvds  all 


bantickcr  'gnn  groanen  in  his  throat 
9  that  in  his  dream  is  dretched '  sore ; 
ben  chat  Partclole  thus  beard  him  roar, 
U  aiehost,  and  saidd,  "  Hearth  dear ! 
Atlein  yoit  to  gruun  in  this  raunndre  ? 
a  vtry  sleeper,  fy  for  shame  ; " 
he  answ^'d  and  saidtf  thus  ;  "  Maddme, 
you  thai  ye  take  it  not  agrief ; 
d  DM  mot '  I  was  in  such  mischief 
now,  that  yet  mine  heart  is  sore  afright. 
ioA  (quod  hej  my  swcven*  reck  aright, 
rep  my  body  out  of  foul  prison. 
B  n»et '  bow  that  1  roamed  up  and  down 
J  our  yard,  whereas  1  saw  a  boast 
ke  a  hound,  and  would  liave  matte  arrest 
my  body,  and  have  had  me  dcitd  ; 
lUiur  was  betwixt  yelltSw  and  red, 
ppM  was  his  tail  and  bath  his  ears 
>IacIc,  unlike  the  remnant  of  his  hairs  : 
lOut  was  small,  with  glowing  even  tway; 
or  bis  look  almost  for  fear  I  dey  : 
aus^d  me  my  groaning  doubt^less." 
*ay,  (juod  shct  fy  on  you  hcaridless  ! 
quod  she,  for  by  that  Cnd  above 
lavc  yc  lost  my  heart  and  all  my  love  : 
lot  love  a  coward  by  my  faitlt ; 
■n6%,  what  so  any  woman  sailh, 
I  desiren,  if  it  mighi^  be. 
tv  a  husband  hardy,'  wise,  and  free, 
met,  and  no  niggard  nor  no  fool, 
im  that  is  aghast  of  every  tool, 
avanier'  by  that  C.ad  above. 
lursicn  ye  for  shame  say  to  your  love 
iny  thing  might  maken  you  afeard  P 


fc  DO  maimes  heart 

w».      •  Drrlched  —  i>i 
wn.      '  Vn  -  »il1 
•  AvnntiT— iKxiwt 


n  you  afea: 


beard  ? 


■t.\    ThU  I 
il  known  Bl 


n  aD  pratttbUlty,   ft  quMulon 


Rtflt.M 

CSBMdl  lllll  VtUUKf  ft  mi 

For  fear  of  builds  and  oi 
Or  ell^s  that  black  devil 

"  Of  other  humours  cc 
That  workcn  many  a  ma 
But  I  will  pass  as  lightly 

"  Lo  Cato,  which  that 
Said  he  not  thus  ?  *  Ne  d 

"  Now,  Sir,  quod  she,  v 
For  Godd^s  love  as  take  : 
Up  peril  of  my  soul  and  c 
I  counsel  you  the  best,  I  \ 
That  both  of  choler'  and  c 
Ye  *  clean '  you  ;  and  for  • 
Though  in  this  town  be  no 
I  shall  myself  two  herb^s  t< 
That  shall  be  for  your  heal 
And  in  our  vard  the  herb^s 
The  which  have  of  their  pr 
To  *  clean  and  purify  you  ' 
Sir,  forget  not  this  for  God 
Ye  be  full  choleric  of  comp 
'Ware  that  the  sun  in  his  a 
Nc  find  you  not  replete  of  1 
And  if  it  do,  I  dare  well  la; 
That  ye  shall  have  a  fever 
Or  else  an  ague,  that  may  ' 
A  day  or  two  *'-  -«-••• 
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t  cxupud '  or  of  gaitre  berries,' 
r  hctb  ivy  growing  In  our  yard  thai  merry  is  ; 
icfc  than  right  as  they  grow,  and  eat  them  In.      r 
e  mern-,  husband  ;  for  your  father  kin  ' 
lrc*detn  no  dream  :  I  can  say  you  no  more." 
"  MatUnMv  quod  he,  grand  mercy  of  your  lore : 
H  naihtiess  as  touching  Dan  Caton, 
lut  hath  of  wisdom  such  a  great  renown.  [ 

Ttough  that  he  bade  no  dreami^s  for  to  dread, 
ly  God  men  may  in  old^  bookfs  read 
~Tf  many  a  man  more  of  authority 
in  ever  Cato  was,  so  may  1  the,' 
it  all  ihe  rivers "  say  of  his  sentence,  i 

And  have  well  founden  by  experience 

it  dreamt  be  si^nificatidns 
As  well  of  joy  as  tribulaCidns 
^TT)al  folk  enduren  In  this  life  present : 

e  needeth  make  of  this  no  argument ;  I 

The  very  prcvd  showcth  it  indeed. 

"  One  of  the  greatest  authors  that  men  read 
Saith  thus ;  that  whilom  tway  felluw^s  went 
On  pilgrimage  in  a  full  good  intent, 
Ana  happened  so  they  came  into  a  town  i 

Wbcrc  there  was  such  a  congregatidn 
Of  people,  and  eke  so  strait  of  herbergage,' 
That  ibey  ne  found  as  much  as  a  cottjge 
lo  which  they  bolh^  might  ylodgtfd  be. 
Wherefore  they  mustcn  of  necessity,  ] 

Aft  for  that  night,  departen  company. 


That  one  of  them  was  lodged  in  a  stall, 
yard,  with  oxen  of  the  plough ; 
That  other  man  was  lodged  well  enough, 

his  dvcnture  or  his  fortune. 
Thai  u»  gov^meth  all,  as  in  commdne. 


il»un.  (Iiil 


ria  of  the  dog-wood 
Renn.   (Fff 


kind  of  ipurge. 

iTl^^  may  I 
'  Herbergoge  — 


17.  Ow  ^  l»i  gratal  airMffri.]  Cicrro  [di  Diviil.  L  I.  c. 
■Ui  thii  and  Ihr  follawiag  stocy.  but  in  a  conliaiy  onlcr. 
Ii  K>  manyolhct  dlflercnets  ihal  one  mighl  be  ted  to  mspei:! 
■U  Inw  ijucitcd  M  lecoad  hand,  if  it  wen  not  luual  with 


draimfUDRs  not  to  be  (ound  in 


fl-iginnliulhon.  —  Tyr. 


Gniie»  u  he  though  u 

Behold  my  bloody  woun 

Arise  up  early  in  the  mc 
And  at  the  west  gate  of  i 
A  cart^  full  of  dung  then 
In  which  my  body  is  hid 
Do  thilk^  cart  arresten  b 
My  gold  caus^  my  mure 
And  told  him  every  point 
With  a  full  piteous  fac^,  ( 
And  trusteth  well  his  drea 
For  on  the  morrow'  as  soo 
To  his  fellow^s  inn  he  tool 
And  when  that  he  came  to 
After  his  fellow  he  began  tt 

"The  hosteler  answerdd 
And  said<5  ■;  *  Sir,  your  fello 
As  soon  as  day  he  went  ou 

''  This  man  'gan  fallen  in 
Rcmembring  on  his  dream 
And  forth  he  go'th,  no  long 
Unto  the  west  gate  of  the  t 
A  dung  cart  as  it  went  for 
That  was  arrayed  "  in  the  s 
As  ye  have  heard  the  dead* 
And  with  a  hardy  heart  he 
Vengeance  and  justice  of  tl 
*  Mv  fpii'*—  — 
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c  people'  oui  siart  and  c; 


ind,  240 


•  (Icade  man  ihal  murdered  was  all  new. 

O  blissful  God  !.ihat  art  so  good  and  true, 
\xt,  how  Ihat  ihou  bewrayesi  murder"  alway ; 
Mnfdcr  will  out,  that  see  we  day  by  dav  ;  245 

l«T  is  so  wUisomc'  and  abomlnabfc 
Tci  God,  that  is  so  just  and  reasonable, 
Thai  he  nc  will  not  suffer  it  hyll^d'  be  : 
Though  it  abide  a  year,  or  two  or  three, 
Murder  will  out ;  this  is  my  concliisidn.  250 

"  And  right  anon  the  min'sters  of  ihc  town 

IK  hcnl '  the  carter,  and  so  sore  him  pintd,' 
And  eke  the  hostfler  so  sore  cngfned,^ 
That  they  bekncw*  their  wickedness  anon, 
And  were  enhang^d  by  the  neck^  bone.  355 

"  Here  may  ye  see  that  dream^s  be  to  dread. 
And  ccrtjs  in  the  sam^  book  I  lead, 
Right  in  (he  next  chapitre  after  this, 
n  gabbtf '  not,  so  have  1  joy  and  bliss) 
Two  mm  that  would  have  passed  o'er  the  sea,     260 
For  certain  cause,  into  afar  country. 
If  thai  the  wind  ne  hadd^  been  contrdrj, 
That  made  them  in  a  city  for  to  tarry 
Thai  stood  full  merry  upon  a  haven  side  : 
But  un  a  day.  against  the  even  tide,  265 

The  wind  'gan  change,  and  blew  right  as  they  lest ;  • 
Jullv  and  glad  they  wentcn  to  their  rest. 
Ana  castcn  ihem  full  early  for  to  sail ; 

to  that  one  man  fell  a  great  mcrvdile. 

That  one  of  them  in  sleeping  as  he  lay  270 

met '  3  wonder  dream  again  the  day : 
He  thought  a  man  stood  by  his  bedd^sside, 
And  hilQ  commanded  Ihat  he  should  abide, 
And  tiaid  him  thus  ;  '  If  thou  to-morrow  wend  '° 
Thou  shalt  be  drent ;  "  my  tale  is  at  an  end.'       275 

"  lie  woke,  and  [old  his  fellow  what  he  met,* 
And  praiM  him  his  voyage  for  to  let ;  '^ 
As  for  that  day  he  pray'd  him  for  t'  abide. 
"  tlii  fellow,  that  lay  by  his  bcdd^s  side, 
'Can  lor  to  Uugh.  and  scorned  him  full  fast  :         3&0 
'  No  dream,  tjuud  he,  may  so  my  heart  aghast 


N\iC*lB0t 

But  casually  the  shipp6 
And  ship  and  man  unde 
In  sight  of  other  shippds 
That  with  him  sailed  at  I 

"  And  therefore,  faird  1 
By  such  examples  oidd  m 
That  no  man  should^  be  t 
Of  dreamds,  for  I  say  thee 
That  many  a  dream  full  so 

"  Lo,  in  the  hfe  of  Saint 
That  was  Kenulphus'  son,  t 

Of  Mercenrike,  how  Keneln 

— — »  ♦  ♦ 

''  But  thilk^  tale  is  all  too 
And  eke  it  is  nigh  day,  I  ma 
Shortly  I  say,  as  for  conclus 
That  I  shall  have  of  this  avi* 
Adversity ;  and  I  say  farthe 
That  I  ne  tell*  of  laxatives  n 
For  they  be  venomous,  I  wo 
I  them  defy  ;  I  love  them  m 

'*  But  let  us  speak  of  mirth 
Madamd  Partelote,  so  have 
Of  one  thing  God  hath  sent 
For  when  I  see  the  beauty  o 
Ye  be  so  scarlet  red  about  v. 
It  maketh  all  r»*-  ' 


^■Wff£'  WJV'S  PRIEST'S  TAt 
F«  wbcB  t  feel  a-nit^i  your  softtf  side, 

I  am  so  full  of  joy  and  of  soUce  3^5 

Thai  I  AxU  bolhd  swcven  and  dream." 

And  with  thai  word  he  flew  down  from  the  beam, 
Cot  it  was  day;  and  eke  his  hennas  all, 
Aim!  wiUi  a  chuck  he  'gan  them  for  to  cull, 
for  he  had  found  a  com  lay  in  ihe  yard.  330 

Royal  be  was.  he  was  no  more  afeard  ; 

He  lookcth  as  it  were  a  grim  ledun, 
And  on  his  toes  he  rtuunech  up  and  down  : 
He  deigndlh  not  to  set  his  feet  to  ground  . 
He  cbuckeih  when  he  hath  a  com  yfound,  33; 

And  lu  him  runnen  then  his  wiv^s  all. 
Thus  roy'al  as  a  prince  is  in  his  hall 
Leave  I  this  Chanticleer  in  his  pastilre, 
And  after  will  I  tell  his  dventure. 

WhiTi  Ihai  the  monih  in  which  the  world  began, 
That  highi^  March,  when  God  first  makdd  man,  341 
Wa«  odmpletc,  and  ypass^d  were  also 
Silken  March  ended  thirty  days  and  two, 
llcfi^  that  Chanticleer  in  all  his  pride, 

seven  wiv^  walking  him  beside,  345 

'^ast  up  his  eyen  to  the  bright^  sun, 
"""hat  in  the  sign  of  Taurus  had  yrun 

'weniy  dcRtecs  and  one,  and  somewhat  more  r 
"We  knew  by  kind,'  and  by  no  other  lore, 
"That  it  was  prime,'  and  crew  with  blissful  stcvcn.' 

The  sun,  he  said,  is  clomben  up  on  heaven         35 1 
Twenty  degrees  and  one,  and  more  ywis  i  * 
Xadom^  f'artetote,  my  worldfs  bliss, 
nearkcnclb  these  hliMjul  bridd(!s '  how  they  sing. 
And  see  Ihc  freshS  flowWs  how  ihey  spring :         355 
Full  is  mine  heart  of  revel  and  solace. 

But  suddenly  him  fell  a  sorr'fut  case,* 
For  ever  the  latter  end  of  joy  is  woe ; 
God  wot  that  worldly  joy  is  soon  ago  ; ' 
And  if  ■  rcrhor*  couldrf  fair  indite,  360 

He'  in  a  chronicle  might  it  safely  write 
Aa  for  a  sov'rcign  notability. 

Now  every  wise  man  let  him  hearken  me ; 
This  story  is  all  so  true,  I  undertake. 
As  is  ihe  book  of  Lancelot  du  Lake,  365 


'  I"]!!™?- first  qiL»n«  nf  ihe  day.  *StrvBi — 
•Ywis  ~c*naln1y.  * ttmldes  —  btrdv  *Caii!  — neni. 
(OMt    *  Rethor— ihelorlcian. 
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That  women  hold  in  full  great  reverence 
Now  will  I  turn  again  to  my  sentence. 

A  col  fox,  full  of  sly  iniquity, 
That  in  the  grove  had  wonn^d*  year^  three, 
By  high  imagination  forecast,  57° 

The  samd  night  throughout  the  hedges  brast ' 
Into  the  yard  there'  Chanticleer  the  fair 
Was  wont,  and  eke  his  wivds,  to  repair, 
And  in  a  bed  of  worths*  still  he  lay 
Till  it  was  passed  undem*  of  the  day,  ^^^ 

Waiting  his  time  on  Chanticleer  to  fall. 
As  gladly  do  these  homicides  all 
That  in  await  liggen  •  to  murder  men. 

O  falsd  murderer !  rucking '  in  thy  den,  -at^^ 

O  newd  Scariot,  newd  Ganelon  ! 
O  false  dissimuler,  O  Greek  Sinon  ! 
That  broughtest  Troy  all  utterly  to  sorrow, 
O  Chanticleer!  accursed  be  the  morrow 
That  thou  into  thy  yard  flew  from  the  beams ; 
Thou  were  full  well  ywamdd  by  thy  dreams 
That  thilkd  ®  day  was  perilous  to  thee  : 
But  what  that  God  fore  wot  •  must  needds  be, 
After  the  opinidn  of  certain  clerkds, 
Witness  on  him  that  any  perfect  clerk  is, 
That  in  school^  is  great  altercatidn  390 

In  this  mattdre  and  great  disputison,'® 
And  hath  been  of  a  hundred  thousand  men  : 
But  I  ne  cannot  boult  it  to  the  bren," 
As  can  tlie  holy  Doctor  Augustin, 
Or  Bocce,  or  the  Bishop  Bradwardin,  ,  395 

'  Wonned— dwelt.  *  Brast— burst.  '  There— where.  *  Wortes 
;j-cabbages.  *  Undem — third  hour,  nine  o'clock.  •  Liggen— lie. 
'  Rucking — crouching,  lying  close.  •  Thilke — that  same.  •  Fore- 
wot— foreknew.      >®  Disputison — disputation.      '*  Boult  il,   &c— 

sift  it  to  the  bran. 


V.  368.  A  coi/ox.'\  Skinner  interprets  this  a  blackish  fox,  as  ij 
it  were  a  coU/ox,  Gl.  Urry.  It  is  much  easier  to  refute  this  inter- 
])retation  than  to  assign  the  true  one.  Coil  appears  from  ver.  523 
tu  have  been  a  common  name  for  a  dog  :  in  composition  it  is  to 
be  taken  in  maiam  partem,  but  in  what  precise  sense  I  cannot  say. 
—  Tyr. 

V.  380.  newe  Ganeion.]  One  of  Charlemagne's  officeis,  who  by 
his  treachery  was  the  cause  of  the  defeat  at  Roncevaux,  and  the 
death  of  Roland :  for  which  he  was  torn  to  pieces  by  horses. 
This  at  least  is  the  account  of  the  author  who  calls  himself  Ardi> 
bishop  Turpin.  and  of  the  romancers  who  followed  him ;  upon 
whose  credit  the  name  of  Genelon  or  Ganelon  was  for  several 
centuries  a  synonymous  expression  for  the  worst  of  traitors. 


rt  ihal  Coddds  worthy  foreweeling  ' 
traincth  mc  needly  for  to  do  a  thing, 
Necdi^y  cicpc  I  simple  necessity) 

■■  's  if  free  choice  be  granted  me 
'o  do  that  »UTi^  thinf;  or  do  it  naught, 
*TiombIi  God  forewot  ii  ere  that  it  was  wrought, 
W  if  nts  wectJng '  straincth  never  a  deal ' 
tot  t>y  Decc9«iiy  coTidiiionaL 
I  will  not  have  to  do  of  such  matlere  ; 
"My  Talc  is  of  a  cock,  as  ye  may  hear, 
"iut  took  his  counsel  of  his  wife,  with  sorrow, 
a  walken  in  the  yard  upon  the  morrow 
hat  he  had  met '  the  dream,  as  I  you  told. 
^^./uoicnn^s  counsels  be  full  often  cold; 
Womcnnifs  counsel  brought  us  first  to  woe. 
And  made  Addm  from  Paradise  (o  go, 
'Tbere '  as  he  was  full  merry  and  well  at  case  : 

U  for  1  n'ol*  to  whom  I  might  displease 
If  I  counsel  of  women  would^  blame — 
Pass  over,  for  I  said  it  in  my  game. 
Rewl  authors  where  they  treat  of  such  mattcre. 
And  what  they  say  of  women  ye  may  hear, 
These  be  the  cock^  word&  and  not  mine  ; 
1  can  none  harm  of  no  womJn  devine.' 

,    o  bathe  her  merrily, 
Li'lh  Partelote,  and  all  her  sisters  by, 
Against  the  sun,  and  Chanticleer  so  free 
Sang  merrier  than  the  mermaid  in  the  sea, 

gor  iihisiologus  saycth  sikerly* 
w  tlwt  ibcy  sin^  well  and  merrily.) 
And  ID  befell  thiti  as  he  cast  his  eye 
Among  the  worths  •  on  a  butterfly. 
Be  tnu  'ware  of  this  fox  thai  lay  full  low  : 
Votbtng  ne  list  him  "  thcnn^  for  to  crow, 
Jut  cried  anon,  "  Cok  !  cok  I  "  and  up  he  start 
la  man  that  was  afl'rayed  in  his  heart. 
For  naturally  a  beast  desireth  flee 
'"   im  bis  conirdry  if  he  may  it  see, 

>u^  he  ne'er  erst  had  socn  it  with  his  eye. 
This  Chanticleer,  when  he  'gan  him  espy, 
He  would  have  fled,  but  that  the  fox  anim 
«d,  "  Gentle  Sir,  alas  \  what  will  ye  dune  ? 


— fofrknorledije.  'Wecline— 1 
■      -  -■        ■  J.     i-ttia 


.)— gueo.    ImiKUic. 
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Be  ye  afraid  of  me  that  am  your  friend  ? 

Now  cert^s  I  were  worse  than  any  fiend  ^ 

If  I  to  you  would  harm  or  villainy. 

I  am  not  come  your  counsel  to  espy, 

But  tru^ly  the  cause  of  my  coming 

Was  only  for  to  hearken  how  ye  sing,  . 

For  trudly  ye  have  as  merry  a  Steven  *  MS 

As  any  angel  hath  that  is  in  heaven ; 

Therwith  ye  have  of  music  more  feeling 

Than  had  Boece,  or  any  that  can  sing. 

My  Lord,  your  father,  (God  his  soul^  bless !) 

And  eke  your  mother  of  her  gentleness,  45 

Have  in  my  house  ybeen,  to  my  great  ease. 

And  cert^s,  Sir,  full  fain  would  I  you  please. 

But  for  men  speak  of  singing,  I  will  say, 

(So  may  I  brouken*  well  mine  eyen  tway,) 

Save  you,  ne  heard  I  never  man  so  sing  4- 

As  did  your  father  in  the  morrowning  : 

Certds  it  was  of  heart  all  that  he  sung  : 

And  for  to  make  his  voice  the  mor^  strong  % 

He  would  so  pain  him,  that  with  both  his  eyen 

He  must^  wink,  so  loud  he  wouldd  crien,  460 

And  standen  on  his  tiptoes  therewithal, 

And  stretchen  forth  his  neckd  long  and  smalL 

And  eke  he  was  of  such  discretidn. 

That  there  n'as  no  man  in  no  regidn  ,, 

That  him  in  song  or  wisdom  mights  pass.  ^^       *  ' 

I  have  well  read  in  Dan  Bumel  the  ass  4^ 

Among  his  vers,'  how  that  there  was  a  cock, 

That,  for*  a  priestds  son  gave  him  a  knock 

Upon  his  leg,  while  he  was  young  and  nice,* 

He  made  him  for  to  lose  his  benefice; 

But  certain  there  is  no  comparison  470 

Betwixt  the  wisdom  and  discretion 

Of  yourd  father  and  his  subtilty. 

Now  singeth.  Sir,  for  Saintd  Charity  : 

Let  see,  can  ye  your  father  counterfeit  ?  " 

This  Chanticleer  his  wingds  'gan  to  beat,  475 

As  man  that  could  not  his  treas6n  espy. 
So  was  he  ravish'd  with  his  flattery. 

-  Steven — voice,  note.      '  Brouken — enjoy.     '  Vers,  (Fr.  plural) 
verses.     *  For — because.     *  Nice — foolish. 


V.  465.  in  Dan  Bumel  the  ass.'\  The  story  aUuded  to  is  in  a 
poem  of  Nigel  Wircker,  entitled  Bumeilus,  sett  Sptctilmm  stuiiorum, 
written  in  the  time  of  Richard  I.  The  original  word  was  probably 
lirunell,  from  his  brown  colour,  as  the  fox  below,  ver.  487,  is  called 
Russell,  from  his  red  colour,  I  suppose. — Tyr. 
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AUsI  ye  lord^s,  many  a  false  flatdur 
"  "n  jpoiir  court,  and  many  a  loscngeour,' 
^^^    It  piciscth  you  well  morf,  by  my  failh, 
11X11  be  that  sdthfiuiness''  unto  you  saith. 
teadcth  Kcclesiast  of  flatiery  : 
leware,  yc  lordfa,  of  their  lieachcry. 

This  CtunlicU'cr  stood  bi|;h  upon  his  toes 
llTrtcUag  hie  ni-ck,  anil  held  his  cyeii  close, 
And  'ran  lo  crowcn  loudf  for  the  nones  ;" 
1  Dan  Russell  the  fox  start  up  at  once, 
And  bT  ihc  gargnt  hentf*  Chanticleer, 
^d  04)  his  back  towdrd  the  wood  him  bear, 
For  yet  ne  was  there  no  man  that  him  sued.' 

O  destiny  !  that  may'st  not  be  eschcw'd,' 
Alas  that  Chanti>.ket  llcw  £tom  the  beams! 
Alas,  his  wife  ne  raughtd'  not  of  dreams  1 
And  on  a  Friday  fell  all  iliis  mischance. 

CeniA  such  cry  nor  lamentation 
'as  ne'er  of  ladies  made,  when  Ihon 
Vas  won,  and  Pyrrhus  with  bis  straili^  swerd 
l/hco  he  had  hcnt'  King  Priam  by  the  beard 
kid  slain  him.  (as  saiih  us  Fneiilos) 
tnadco  all  the  hcnni!s  in  the  close 

tbey  had  seen  of  Chanticleer  the  sight ; 
iui  sovereignly'  Dame  PattcloiiJ  sliright " 
'till  louder  th4n  did  Asdruballif^  wife 
hen  thui  her  husband  had  ylost  his  life, 
id  that  (he  Romans  haddcn  burnt  Carthdge ; 
te  was  so  full  of  lormcnt  ajid  of  rage 
Ut  mlfuUy  into  ibe  tire  she  start, 

ml  her  sclvcn  with  a  steadfast  hearL 

0  woful  hcnnds!  right  so  cricden  yc, 

1  when  ilut  Nero  brent^  (he  city 
\  9.tsni,  cried  the  Senatorifs  wives 
Br"  that  thtrr  husbands  losten  all  their  hvcs  : 
^ibouien  guili  this  Nero  hath  them  slaia 
Now  will  I  turn  unio  my  Tale  again, 
he  scly'*  widow  and  her  daughiien  two 

rdcn  these  hennas  cry  and  makcn  woe, 
id  out  at  the  duor^s  startcn  they  anon, 
id  saw  the  fox  towjrd  the  wood  is  gone. 


BgMor— Fr-  tlMlerrr,  panuiip.  '  Sollifeilncss— imlli. 
I  wiiMt»~tuf  Ihp  occulon.  "  t^rjin  bpnlt^-cauKhl  bj  the 
' SuHj—folkiwiNl.  •  EaclifwHl— ««iiil«t,  '  Kaughic  - 
»itA.  *  llcnt— Kifwl.  '  SoVBrrignlv— thirlly.  abme  sIL 
M— iSuisked.     "  For— l)ec«uie,     '*  Seiv— iimplc. 


^"d  said,f ;  ff^-nto  the 
Turneth  aJ^"'  fas  ,^,s, 

AnJtt*^^-"'^d^«r 
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!  did  it  in  no  wick*  intent : 

m,  and  I  shall  tell  you  what  I  meant : 

f  soih*  to  you,  God  help  me  so."  565 

hen,  quod  he,  I  shrew ^  us  both^  two  ; 

I  shrew  myself  both  blood  and  bones 

guile  me  oftencr  than  once  : 

It  no  mor^  through  thy  flattery 

sing  and  winken  with  my  eye,  570 

U  winketh  when  he  should^  see, 

y,  God  let  him  never  the."' 

quod  the  fox,  but  God  give  him  mischance 

\  indiscreet  of  governance 

leth  when  that  he  should  hold  his  peace."  575 

ch  it  is  for  to  be  reck^less 

gent,  and  trust  on  flattery. 

ait  holden  this  Tale  a  folly, 

X,  or  of  a  cock  or  hen, 

morality  thereof,  good  men  ;  580 

t  Paul^  saith,  that  '*  all  that  written  is, 

Krtrfne  it  is  ywritten  ywis."* 

le  fruit,  and  let  the  chaff  be  still. 

ood^  God,  if  that  it  be  thy  will, 

ny  Lord,  so  make  us  all  good  men,         585 

J  us  to  thy  high^  \>\\ss.^Amefi. 

unnds  Priest,  our  Hostd  said  anon, 

be  thy  *  head  and  every  bone ;  * 

a  merr>'  Talc  of  Chanticleer. 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

r,  fair  fall  you  for  your  Tale."  590 

that  he  with  full  merry  cheer 

another  as  ye  shall  hear. 

«  »  »  » 

'  SbreAfc'^ursc.     •  The — thrive,  prosper.     *  Ywis 


^.  ■•  M.tV* 


At 

A  man  that  dothM  was  in 
And  underneath  he  wore  a  whi 
His  hackdney,  that  was  all  pon 
So  sweatd  that  it  wonder  was  t 
It  seemed  as  he  had  pricked'  r. 
The  horse  eke  that  his  Yeoman 
So  sweats  that  unneth^s  might 
About  the  pey trel  *  stood  the  foi 
He  was  of  foam  as  flecked ^  as  i 
A  mail^  twayfold^  on  his  cruppc 
It  seem^  that  he  carri^  little' 
All  light  for  summer  rode  this  w 
And  in  my  hearth  wonder  I  beg<i 
What  that  he  was,  till  that  I  unc 
How  that  his  cloak  was  sewed  tc 
For  which  when  I  had  long  avis< 
I  deem^  him  some  canon  for  to 
His  hat  hung  at  his  back  down  b 
For  he  had  ridden  more  than  tro 
He  had  aye  pricked'  like  as  he  ¥ 
A  clote-leaf  * '  he  had  laid  under  1 
For  sweat,  and  for  to  keep  his  he 
But  it  was  joy^  for  to  see  him  sw 
His  forehead  dropped  as  a  stillat 
Were  full  of  plantain  or  of  parito 
And  when  that  he  was  come  he  '] 
"  God  save.  auoH  v»«»  ♦*»•'•  --" 
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1 

we  I  prickAi,  ouod  he,  for  your  saki-, 
thai  1  would6  you  atake, 

JO  M 

_^^m 

i  in  this  merrv  companj'." 
'eoman  was  eke  full  of  courtesy, 

^M 

i( :  »  Sirs,  now,  in  ihe  morrow  lidc, 

'Our  hoaielry  I  saw  you  ride, 

35      ^^B 

m^d  here  mv  lord  and  sovereign. 

hai  lo  riden  with  you  is  fuil  fain 

■ 

disport  ;  he  loveth  dalliance." 

1,  for  thy  warning  God  give  thee  good  chance,'                   ■ 

lid  our  Host  :  certain  it  would^  seem 

40 

d  were  wise,  and  so  I  may  well  deem ; 

iQ  jocund  also  dare  1  lay  : 

aughi  lell  3  metry  tale  or  tway. 

UCh  he  gladden  may  this  company  ?" 

45 

*  of  minh  and  eke  of  jollity 

enough :  ■  also,  Sir,  trusteth  me, 

him  knew  all  so  well  as  do  1, 

den  wonder'  how  well  and  craftily 

tU  work,  and  that  in  sundry  wise  : 

50 

1  take  on  him  many  a  great  emprise,* 

were  foil  hard  for  any  that  is  here 

g  about,  but  °  they  of  him  it  Icre." 

m  knew  it  would  be  for  your  prow ;  ' 

55 

Iden  not  forgone  his  Acquaintance 

chcl  good,  I  dare  lay  in  balMnce 

I  have  in  my  possessidn. 

man  of  high  discretidn  ; 

you  well,  he  is  a  passing  man." 

11.  quod  our  Host,  1  pray  thee  tell  me  I 

60 

clerk  or  no  >     TeU  what  he  is." 

^  be  is  greater  than  a  clerk  ywis," 

tis  Yeoman  ;  and  in  word^s  few. 

f  his  craft  somewhat  I  will  you  show. 

65 

ly,  my  lord  can  such  a  subtlety, 
hi*  craft  ye  may  not  wcct'  of  me. 

mcwhat  help  I  yet  to  his  working) 

1  the  ground  on  which  we  been  riding. 

I  wc  come  to  Canterbury  town. 

70 

A  all  cleui^  tumcn  up  so  down. 

« it  all  of  silver  and  of  gold." 

when  this  Yeoman  had  this  talc  ytoltl. 

B«- good   fortune.      'Can-tnows,      « Nol  but                      ■ 

m  than  enough.     •  Emprise— cnifrpriu.     ' 
IM^lHtta.     1"  Prow -profit.     'Y^ii-ca 

But-                   H 

'A 

Tdltf' 

God  hdp  me  80y  for  he  shall 

(But  I  will  not  avowen  that  I 
And  therefore  keep  it  secret 
He  is  too  wise  in  faith,  as  1  b 
Thing  that  is  overdone  it  will 
Aright,  as  clerkds  say;  it  is  a 
Wherefore  in  that  I  hold  him 
For  when  a  man  hath  overgre 
Full  oft  him  happeth  to  misus< 
So  doth  my  lord,  and  that  me 
God  it  amend  ;  I  can  say  now 

"  Thereof  no  force,*  good  Yc 
Since  of  the  conning  *®  of  thy  1 
Tell  how  he  doth,  I  pray  thee  1 
Since  that  he  is  so  crafty  and  s 
Where  dwellen  ye,  if  it  to  tellen 

"In  the  suburb^s  of  a  town,  < 
Lurking  in  hem<5s  *'  and  in  lan^ 
Whereas  these  robbers  and  the: 
Holden  their  privy  fearful  resid 
As  they  that  dare  not  showen  tl 
So  faren  we,  if  I  shall  say  the  s< 

"  Yet,  quod  our  Host^,  let  mc 
Why  art  thou  so  discoloured  of 

**  Peter,  quod  he,  God  give  it 

I  am  so  used  the  hot^  fire  to  blc 

That  it  hath  changed  my  col6ur 
T  ~» — 
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'Xl'c  blund'Tcn  ever  and  poren  in  the  fire, 
>\im1  (at  aU  that,  we  fait  of  our  desire  ; 
Tor  evft  we  lacken  ouf  conclusion. 
To  Riuchel  folk  we  do  illu&irfn, 
^And  borrow  gold,  be  it  a  pound  or  two,  1  ^o 

Or  leo  o»  twelve,  or  manysumm^s  mo, 
And  hmWc  Ihcm  wecncn  '  at  ihc  leasts  way 
Thai  a1  a  pound  we  connen  makcn  tway  ; 
Vri  is  it  false;  and  aye  we  have  good  hope 
ll  for  to  do,  and  after  it  we  grope ;  1 JJ 

Hut  thai  science  is  so  far  us  bcforn, 
We  tnowen  not,'  although  wc  had  it  suom, 
It  ovennkc.  it  Ait*  away  so  fast  ; 
It  wiU  us  mukcn  bcgigai-s  at  the  last." 

While  this  Ycomdn  was  thus  in  his  talking.       1 50 
Thb  canon  drew  him  near  and  hcnrd  nil  thing 
Wbkb  this  Yeoman  spak^  ;  for  sjspicidn 
Of  tnenats  speech  ever  had  this  candn ; 
For  Caio  sailh,  that  "  he  that  guilty  is, 
Deemcth  all  thing  be  spoken  of  him  ywls  : " '         135 
That  was  the  cause  he  'gan  so  nigh  him  draw 
To  his  Yeomin,  to  hearken  all  his  saw ; ' 
And  thus  he  said  unio  his  Yeoman  Iho  :  * 
"  Hold  thou  thy  peace,  and  speak  no  wordjs  mo. 
For  if  thou  do,  thou  shalt  it  dear  nbie  :'  140 

Th«ra  iland'resl  me  here  in  this  company, 
And  eke  discovcrest  that  ihou  shoulaest  hide." 

"  Yea,  quod  our  Host,  tell  on,  what  so  betide ; 
Of  all  his  threatening  rcck^  not  a  mite." 

"  In  faith,  quod  he,  no  more  T  do  but  liic."        I4i 
And  when  (his  canon  saw  it  would  not  be. 
But  his  Yeomin  would  tell  his  privity, 
He  fled  away  for  very  sorrow"  and  shame. 

"  Ah  !  quod  the  Yeoman,  here  shall  rise  a  gnine : 
All  thai  I  can,  anon  I  will  you  tell,  1 50 

Since  he  is  gone :  the  foule  fiend  him  quell,* 
For  ne'er  hereafter  will  I  with  him  meet 
For  penny  nor  for  pound,  I  you  behcte.' 
He  tnal  me  broughtd  tirsi  unlo  thai  game. 
Ere  that  he  die  sorrow  have  he  and  shame.  1 ;; 

For  h  is  earnest '"  to  me  by  my  faith  : 
That  feel  1  well,  what  so  any  man  saith ; 
And  yet  for  all  my  smart  and  all  my  griof. 
"  IT  all  my  sorrow,  hibour,  and  uii^chief," 

am  —  imagine,  think,  <  Mowcn  nol  —  may  not,  >rp  not 
n»~(ror)  Aiticlh,  flcdh,  '  Vwis— turpi*.  *Sa»— si>>iw. 
thn.  '  Abie-abiilc.  '  QurU—kiU.  dntrov.  •  Vou  1»- 
romkM  you.    "  Earnest-  Knoui.    "  Uisdiicf— misfonunr. 


^y^ 


tiom/'—TyrwAiU,  Ducaurst,  |  38. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that 
Chaucer  should  have  had  the  good  » 
this  pretended  science  of  converting  t 
which  for  ages  deluded  so  man^  pe 
simple.    So  lately  even  as  in  the  tin- 
was  not  wholly  abandoned ;   for  the 
Spectator,  who  was  acute  enough  in  ( 
his  fellow  mortalSi  could  himself  be  in< 
attempt  which  a  steady  employmen 
economy  of  its  proceeds,  would  have 
power  of  working  a  greater  miracle  tha 
gold ; — he  need^  Iwit  to  write  words 
thoughts  of  some  writers,  and  their  sue 
them,  would  lead  one  to  conclude  that 
no  other  than  an  ediegory. 
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And  yet  I  am  indebted  so  thereby,  ^ 

Of  gold  that  I  have  borrowed  tru^y, 

That  while  I  live  I  shall  it  quiten  never ; 

Let  every  man  beware  by  me  for  ever. 

What  manner  man  that  casteth  him  thereto, 

If  he  continue',  I  hold  his  thrift  ydo;  ^  i^ 

So  help  me  God,  thereby  shall  he  not  win, 

But  empt*  his  purse,  and  make  his  witt^  thin« 

And  when  he  through  his  madness  and  folly, 

Hath  lost  his  owen  good  through  jeopardy. 

Then  he  exciteth  other  folk  thereto. 

To  lose  their  good  as  he  himself  hath  do ; 

For  unto  shrew^s*  joy  it  is  and  ease 

To  have  their  fellows  in  pain^  and  disease.' 

Thus  was  I  on^s  learned  of  a  clerk.* 

Of  that  no  charge;^  I  will  speak  of  our  work.        19^ 

When  we  be  where  as  we  shall  exercise 
Our  elvish*  craft  we  seemen  wonder  wise, 
Our  term^s  be  so  clergial  and  quaint.' 
I  blow  the  fire  till  that  my  hearth  faint 
What  should  I  tellen  each  proportion 
Of  thing^s  which^  that  we  work  upon, 
As  on  five  or  six  ounces,  may  well  be. 
Of  silver,  or  some  other  quantity.^ 
And  busy  me  to  tellen  you  the  names, 
As  orpiment,  burnt  bon^s,  iron  squames,'  205 

That  into  powder  grounden  been  full  small.' 
And  in  an  earthen  pot  how  put  is  all. 
And  salt  yput  in,  and  also  pepp^re, 
Before  these  powders  that  I  speak  of  here. 
And  well  ycovered  with  a  lamp  of  glass?  210 

And  of  much  other  thing  which  that  there  was  } 

^  Thrift  ydo  —  labour  frustrated.  *  Shrewes  —  bad  characters. 
^  Disease — discomfort.  *  Thus  was  I,  &c. — so  was  I  once  taught 
by  a  clerk.  *  Of  that  no  charge — no  matter  for  that.  •  Elvish 
—  mischievous.  ^  Clergial  and  quaint  —  learned  and  curious. 
'^  Squames — scales. 

V.  189.  through  jeopardy.']  The  true  original  of  our  word /«»- 
pardy,  our  etymologists  have  sadly  mistaken  :  they  deduce  it  firom 
f  a i  perdu  or  jeu  perdu,  but  I  rather  believe  it  to  be  a  corruption  of 
Jeu  parti.— [In  the  original  text  the  word  used  was  jupartie.  Ed.] 
—A  jeu  parti  is  properly  a  game  in  which  the  chances  are  exactly 
even.  See  Froissart,  v.  i.  c.  234 ;  '  lis  n'estoient  pas  k  Jem  parti 
contre  les  Francois.  V.  ii.  c.  9.  Se  nous  les  voyons  4  Jeu  pkrH" 
From  hence  it  signifies  any  thing  uncertain  or  hazardous.  In  the 
old  French  poetry  the  discussion  of  a  problem  where  much  mi^t 
be  said  on  both  sides  was  called  a/r»  parti.  See  Poesies  dm  R^y  de 
Navarre,  Chanson  xlviii.  and  Gioss.  in  v.  See  also  Dm  Cmtige,  in 
V.  Jocms  partitus.—Tyr. 
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AmI  ai  Ui«  pots  and  glasses  engluting.' 

T)ut  of  the  air  might  passen  out  no  thing? 

And  of  the  easy'  fire,  and  smart  also, 

Wbicb  tbat  was  made?  and  of  the  care  and  woi 

That  we  had  in  our  matters  subliming. 

And  in  antalgaming  and  calcining 

Of  quicksilver,  yclcp'd  Mercury  crude? 

F(ir  all  our  skight^s  we  can  not  conclude. 

Our  orpiment*  and  sAblimM  mercdry. 

Out  grounden  litarec*  eke  on  the  porphuty,^ 

or  each  of  these  ofounces  a  ccrt^m 

Not  helpcth  us  ;  our  labour  is  in  vain. 

Nc,  ncilncr  our  spirits  asceniidn. 

Ne  our  matK^res  thai  lie  all  six  adown, 

May  in  our  working  nothing  us  avilil, 

For  lust  is  all  uur  Ubuur  and  iraviiii, 

And  all  the  cost,  a  twenty  devil  way 

U  lost  abo,  which  wv  upon  it  lay. 

There  1!  »[$o  full  many  another  thing 
That  is  unto  our  craft  appertaining, 
I'hough  I  by  order  them  not  rehcarscn  can, 
Beuus^  that  1  am  a  lew^<  man, 
Yet  will  I  tell  them  as  ihey  come  to  mind. 
Though  I  ne  cannot  set  them  in  their  kind,* 
As  buI-armonLac,  verdigris,  boris. 
And  sundry  vessels  made  of  earth  and  glass, 
•        •        *        our  descensories,' 
trials,  croslettSs,"  and  subltmatoiies,'" 
Cucurbit^s"  and  dlcmbik^s"  eke, 
And  other  such  gear,  dear  enough  a  leak. 
What  ncedeth  it  for  to  rehearse  them  all  ? 
Water^s  rubifying,  and  biillis  gall, 
Anentk.  sal  armoniak.  and  brimstdne. 
And  hcrbi<s  could  1  tell  eke  many  one, 
Ai  cj;rvmoine,"  valerian,  and  luaary," 
And  other  such,  if  that  mc  list  to  tarrj'. 
Our  lampi*s  burning  bolh^  night  and  day, 
To  bring  about  our  craft,  if  that  we  may. 


slopliine  Ihe  JO 
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Our  furnace  eke  of  calcin^idn,  2  * 

And  of  waters  albificatidny 

Unslack^d  lim^  chalk,  and  glaire  of  ey,* 

Powders  diverse,  ashes,    •     •     •     and  clay, 

Seared  pokett^s,'  sal  petre,  and  vitriol. 

And  divers  fir^s  made  of  wood  and  coal,  2^ 

Sal  tartar,  alcaly,  and  salt  preparate, 

And  combust  matters  and  coagulate, 

Clay  made  with  horse  and  mannas  hair,  and  oil 

Of  tartar,  alum,  glass,  barm,  wort,  and  argoil,' 

Rosalgar^  and  other  matt^res  imbibing,  3^ 

And  eke  of  our  matt^res  encorporing. 

And  of  our  silver  citrinatidn, 

Our  cementing  and  fermentatidn, 

Our  ingots,  tests,^  and  many  thing^s  mo  ? 

I  will  you  tell  as  was  me  taught  also 
The  four^  spirits  and  the  bodies  seven 

By  order*,  as  oft  I  heard  my  lord  them  neven.* 

The  firsts  spirit  Quicksflver  clep^  is. 
The  second  Orpiment,  the  third  ywis 

Sal  Armoniak,  and  the  fourth  Brimst6ne.  ^7o 

The  bodies  seven  eke,  lo  them  hear  anon : 

Sol  gold  is,  and  Luna  silver  we  threpe,' 

Mars  iron,  Mercdry  quicksilver  wc  clepe, 

Satumus  lead,  and  Jupiter  is  tin,  ^y 

And  Venus  copper,  by  my  father  kin.* 
This  cursdd  craft  who  so  will  exercise 

He  shall  no  good  have  that  him  may  suffice, 

For  all  the  good  he  spendcth  thereabout. 

He  losen  shall,  thereof  have  I  no  doubt.  2^ 

Who  so  that  listeth®  utter  his  folly 

Let  him  come  forth  and  learn  to  multiply  ; 

And  every  man  that  hath  aught  in  his  coffer 

Let  him  appear  and  wax  a  philosopher, 

Ascaunc^  *"  that  craft  is  so  light  to  lere." 

Nay,  nay,  God  wot  all  be  he  monk  or  frere, 

'  Glaire  of  ey— while  of  egg.  •  Seared  pokettes — I  am  totall^j'' 
a  loss  for  the  meaning  of  this  last  word.  •  Argoil — potter's  cJf 
*  Rosalgar — red  arsenic.  *  Tests — vessels  for  attesting,  or  assa)'^ 
metals.     •  Ncven — name.     ^  Thrcpe — name.     •  Father  kin — by 


metals.  "Ncven — name.  '  ihrcpe — name.  "  ratner  km — I 
father's  kindred.  •  Listeth— desireth.  *^  Ascaunce — as  if. 
noU.     "  Lerc — learn. 


V.  284.     Ascaunce.']    The  Glossary  interprets  ascaunce  to 
askew,  aside,  sideways,  in  a  side  view ;  upon  what  authority  I  kn^ 
not.     It  will  be  better  to  examine  the  other  passages  in  which  l' 
same  word  occurs  before  we  determine  the  .sense  of  it. 

"  Ascaunce,  lo!  is  this  not  wisely  spoken?" — Troihu,  L  985. 
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B  or  caiMh),  or  any  oiher  wight, 

Igh  be  sit  at  his  book  both  day  and  night 

Brtiing  of  this  dvish'  aid'  lore, 

I  in  vain,  and  pard^  muchel  more 

larn  3  IcwM*  man  this  subtilty  :  290 

spcAk^  not  thereof,  for  it  will  not  be : 
connc  he  Icttenirc'  or  conne  he  none 
1  effect  he  shall  lind  it  all  one, 
bothi  two,  by  my  aalvatidn, 

duden  in  inultiplic3ti<in'  295 

(well  when  they  have  all  ydo  ; 

is  to  say,  they  faillen  both^  Iwo, 
K  forgol  I  to  maken  rehearsal 
atcrs  corrosive  a.nd  of  lima.ilc,' 
of  bodies  moUiiicatidn,  300 

aJso  of  tlieir  induratii^n, 
k  ablusidnii,  meldl  fusible; 
ellen  all  would  passen  any  Diblc 
1  O  where  is;'  wherefore  as  for  the  best 
U  these  nam^s  now  will  1  me  rest;  305 

u  I  trow  1  have  you  told  enow 
■ise  a  licnd,  all  look  he  ne'er  so  row.' 

—  mischicvouf,  fantastic.  'Nice — foolish.  'Lewcd  — 
'  Conni  he  iMimire — know  be  Ulnalure.  '  MuUiplica- 
in  of  Tnakme  the  precioiu  tnelals.    *  Linraile  —  mMal 


In,  and  In  the  lul  of  ihe  above  instances,  aicaumi  scemi 
Hniply  ai  «/  ^uiui.-  in  ll*  quoUtions  Irom  TralBt  it 
llUcnivre.— dJi/Zfiid)'.  This  laiier  Bgnifioaiion  may 
ot^iliibed  ttota  the  Ihird  line,  which  in  [he  tialian 
fibitraJf  di  BMiofae,  I.  t,)  nandsihus;  — 

"QatuHutai,  e  non  d  sl  puo  stare? " 
lUHtf  Is  llienequivaleiit  lOftian' rffVrar  in  llalian.  As 
lokvr  of  tUi  word.  I  man  confns  myself  more  at  a  loss, 
however.  Ihu  one  of  a  atniter  form,  in  the  'I'cul,  hoi  a 
tS6calian.  /1/i~birii,  fiiMi,  ^bimi  tim>.  Kilian.  Our  iti 
I  with  dli.  Tan.  and  Sai, :  it  ix  only  a  bnhcr  corrutnlon 
pRhup*.  (hoefore.  aifauwct  may  have  been  otigiiaMy 
Ktmit.  in  Teal,  ii  chotice,  Fr,  and  Eng.  1  will  Jost  ndd 
Vy  IBM  ptifBic  was  also  used,  as  1  w^iecl.  by  the  aulhor 
Bnuation  of  ibe  Canterbury  Tain,  first  printeil  Iiv  Mr 
K-  ».  J6.. 

tiB  ftmiMtt  the  lov'd  him  well,  she  took  h\m  by 
(Hwrr.- 
■  MueM.— 7>r. 
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Ah  !  nay,  let  be ;  the  philosdpher's  stone^ 
Elixir  clep^d,  we  seeken  fast  each  one,  310 

For  had  we  him  then  were  we  siker*  enow ; ' 
But  unto  God  of  heaven  1  make  avow. 
For  all  our  craft,  when  we  have  all  ydo^ 
And  all  our  sleight,  he  will  not  come  us  to : 
He  hath  ymade  us  spenden  muchd  good,  31 S 

For  sorrow*  of  which  almost  we  waxen  wood*       "^^^ 
But  that  good  hope  creepeth  in  our  heart. 
Supposing  ever,  though  we  sorf  smart, 
To  be  relieved  of  him  afterward  : 

Such^  supposing  and  hope  is  sharp  and  hard :  32( 

I  warn  you  well  it  is  to  seeken  ever : 
That  future  temps  hath  mad^  men  disse\'er. 
In  trust  thereof,  from  all  that  ever  they  had, 
Yet  of  that  art  they  cannot  waxen  sad, 
For  unto  them  it  is  a  bitter  sweet : 
So  seemeth  it,  for  ne'  had  they  but  a  sheet 
Which  that  they  mighten  wrap  them  in  a-night. 
And  a  bratt'  to  walken  in  by  day-light, 
They  would  them  sell,  and  spend  it  on  this  craft : 
They  cannot  stinten*  till  no  thing  be  laft; 
And  evermore,  where  ever  that  they  gone,  3: 

Men  may  them  kennen*  by  smdl  oif  brimstone : 

For  all  the  world  they  3tinken  as  a  goat; 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

That  though  a  man  a  mil^  from  them  be 
The  savour  will  infect  him,  trusteth  me. 

Lo,  thus  by  smelling  and  thread-bare  array. 
If  that  men  list,  this  folk  they  knowen  may; 
And  if  a  man  will  ask  them  privily 
Why  they  be  clothed  so  untnriftily,* 
They  right  anon  will  rounen '  in  his  ear, 
And  saidn,  if  that  they  espied  were  340 

Men  would  them  slay  because  of  their  science. 
Lo,  thus  these  folk  betrayen  innocence. 

Pass  over  this ;  I  go  my  Tale  unta 
Ere  that  the  pot  be  on  the  fire  ydo, 
Of  metals  with  a  certain  quantity  34S 

My  lord  them  temp'reth,  and  no  man  but  he, 
(Now  he  is  gone  1  dare  say  bolddy) 
For  as  men  say  he  can  do  craftily, 
Algate**  I  wot  well  he  hath  such  a  name, 
And  yet  full  oft  he  runneth  in  a  blame;  350 

'  Siker  enow— secure  enough.  •  Wood — mad.  '  Bratt— ooAise 
cloak.  *  Slinten  —  cease.  *  Kennen  —  know,  discover.  •  Un- 
tlirifiily  —  poorly,  «»liabbily.  '  Rounen  —  whisper.  •  Algate  — 
although. 
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nd  we«'  ychow?  full  oft  it  fallcth  so, 
kc  pol  toiacakcil),  and  fiirewell!  all  is  go, 
Itcw  metals  be  of  so  grc»t  violence 

hiT  w»ll^  may  not  make  ihem  jiJsistancc, 

)Bt  if*  they  ivcren  wrought  of  lime  and  stone;      35 J 
They  picrccn  so  ihal  through  the  wall  they  gone; 
k»d  snme  of  them  sink  down  into  the  ground. 
Thus  have  wc  lost  by  tim^  many  a  pound.) 
Lnd  some  iire  se;ittered  all  the  floor  about, 

e  leapen  into  the  roof  wKhoulcn  doubL  360 

rhouf^  (hnt  the  fiend  not  in  our  sight  him  show, 

I  liow  llwt  he  be  with  ua,  thilk^  shrew" 
^  hell,  where  that  he  is  lord  and  sire, 
Wor  is  there  no  more  woe,  mnc6ur,  nor  ire. 

;Wlim  thai  our  pot  ts  broke,  as  1  have  s;iid,  365 

£vcry  man  ehid.  and  held  him  evil  apiid : 
iSomc  said  il  was  long  on  the  fire-mafcing. 
Some  said  Day.  i(  was  long  on  the  blowiiig  : 
n^en  WHS  I  Ye3r*d.  for  that  was  my  office) 
■Straw!  "  quod  the  ihiid, "  ye  be  lewL*d  and  nice;'  370 

II  wn*  not  lempcr'd  as  It  ought  10  be;  " 
^  Nay,"  quod  the  fourth,  **  stint'  and  hearken  me  ; 
Because  our  tir^  wns  ivil  made  of  beech. 

Thai  is  the  cause,  and  other  none,  so  tlie  iche."* 
:  cannot  tell  whereon  it  was  along.  375 

hit  well  1  wot  gTMl  strife  Is  us  among. 
'■What?"  quod  my  lord,  "there  is  no  more  to  dune; 
Of  these  perils  I  will  beware  eftsoon ; 
'      It  right  wkcr'  that  the  pot  was  erased. 

IS  he  may,  be  ye  no  thing  amas^d ;  3S0 

Is  usage  is,  let  sweep  the  floor  as  swithe ;  * 
i*luck  up  yuor  heattcs.  and  be  glad  and  blithe." 
The  muDok"  on  a  heap  ysweept?d  was, 
n  the  floor  yeast  a  can^vaSk 
And  all  this  tnullok  in  a  sieve  ythrow,  3S; 

And  silted,  and  ypickAi  many  a  throw.'' 
"  PartW,"  quod  one.  '■  somewhat  of  our  metdl 
yet  is  there  here,  though  thai  we  have  not  all; 
Ad  though  this  thing  mishappM  harh  as  now 

ime  it  may  be  well  ynow.  390 

/e  musten  put  our  good  in  ivcnture; 
,  merdvuil  partly  may  not  aye  endure, 
hiMclh  tnc  well,  iti  his,prns|ierity  ; 
mdimc  his  good  is  drcndiM  in  the  sea, 

t—know.  ■  Bui  If— unlcH.  ■  Shrew— vmtdi.  tud  rrlTint 
■n4  nhx — ignonnl  And  feuUih  ^Sllnl— 4lay.  *  !^'  the 
*  ma  I  nufccd,  'Sik«— a-nam.  •  Swithe  — <ioi«kly. 
L— niluiili,     "  Mao>  a  ihraw  -many  linus. 


W: 


'i^w^:^ 


-*  fei^ 


Kelt  no 

Ne  every  apple  that  is  fi 
Ne  is  not  good,  what  so 
Right  so,  lo,  farcth  it  am 
He  that  seemeth  the  wis 
Is  most  fool  when  it  com 
And  he  that  seemeth  tru< 
That  shall  ye  know  ere  t 
By  that  I  of  my  Tale  ha> 
There  was  a  canon  of  i 
Among^s  us,  would  infec 
Though  it  as  great  were  : 
Rome,  Alisandre,  Troy,  o 
His  sleight^s^  and  his  inf 
There  could^  no  man  wri 
Though  that  he  mights  li' 
In  all  this  world  of  falsent 
For  in  his  tenuis  he  will  1 
And  speak  his  word^s  in  ! 
When  he  communen  shal 
That  he  will  make  him  dc 
But  it  a  fiend  be,"  as  himi 
Full  many  a  man  hath  he 
And  will,  if  that  he  may  li 
And  yet  men  go  and  ridei 
Him  for  to  seek,  and  hav< 
Not  knowing  of  his  faU*^  < 
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igfa  Ibat  my  Tal^  of  a  canon  hn  : 
!ry  order  some  shrew '  is  pard^ ;  440 

rod  forbid  thai  oil  a  company 
1  nir  4  singular'  mannfs  folly. 
indcr  you  is  no  thing  mine  intent. 
1  cofTCcicn  that  is  tnis'  I  meant, 
PaM  was  not  only  told  for  you,  445 

te  for  other  more  :  ye  wot  well  how 
^nong  Chrisitfs  apositfles  twelve 
WIS  no  traitor  but  Judds  himselve : 
why  should  ail  the  remnant  have  blame 
gniltlcM  were  ?    By  you  I  say  ihc  same  ;      450 
jnly  ihit,  if  ye  will  hearken  me, 
'  Jodas  in  jxiur  convent  be, 
vcth  him  betimis  1  you  rede,* 
me  or  loss  may  causen  any  drede  ;  * 
K  no  thing  displeased  I  you  pray,  435 

I  thb  cAsi  beark'neth  what  I  say. 
London  was  a  priest,  an  annualler,* 
therein  dwelled  hadd^  many  a  year, 
h  w»s  so  pleasant  and  so  serviceable 
the  wife  there  as  he  was  at  table,  460 

she  would  suffer  him  no  thing  to  pay 
oard  ne  elolhing,  went  he  ne'er  so  gay ; 
>pending  silver  had  he  right  enow  ; 
lof  no  force ; '  I  will  proceed  as  now, 
dlen  forth  my  Talif  of  the  canon  46S 

brought  this  priest^  to  confusitin. 
s  falat  canon  came  upon  a  day 
Ihc  pricsiifs  chamber  there'  he  lay, 
ching  him  10  lend  him  a  ceniin 
Id,  and  he  would  quite'  ii  him  again.  470 

d  me  a  mark,  quod  he,  but  dayf  s  three, 
ki  my  day  I  will  it  quiten  thee ; 
fit  so  be  thai  thou  find  me  false 
ler  day.  hang  me  up  by  the  halse.""* 
spneslhimiookamark,  andthat  asswith."  475 
bis  cantJn  him  iliankdd  often  siih," 

•  mduiunit.  cuned.  ■Singular — single,  one.  'Ml* — 
UU — tiouiuel.  *  Dnde— (iMr.  *  Annuatl« — tti  nail. 
—  no  tnuin-.  'There  — where,  •Quite  — return.— 
Kk.    n  Swith— quickly.    "Silh— liror*. 


feial.  am  am<HMlUr,\  Tliey  were  {ailed  a 
irnodving  a  ynrly  ulpend.  u  the  Gloss,  e: 
"""-^  amploycd  tnlrly  in  vnging  onnuiili  c 
r  villhoul  any  cure  ofjouls,-   7> 
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And  took  his  leave,  and  went^  forth  his  way ; 

And  at  the  thirds  day  brought  his  mone/, 

And  to  the  priest  he  took  his  gold  again,  ^ 

Whereof  this  priest  was  wonder  glad  and  fiaun. 

"  Cert^s,  quod  he,  nothing  annoyeth  me 
To  lend  a  man  a  noble,  or  two,  or  three, 
Or  what  thing  were  in  my  possession, 

When  he  so  true  is  of  conditidn  At 

That  in  no  wise  he  breaken  will  his  day ; 
To  such  a  man  I  can  nev^r  say  nay."  .^--=--  ^ 

"  What?  quod  this  canon,  should  I  be  untrue ?^^- 
Nay,  that  were  thing  fallen  all  of  the  new  :^ 
Truth  is  a  thing  that  I  will  ever  keep,  .^ 

Unto  the  day  in  which  that  I  shall  creep 
Into  my  grave,  and  ell^s  God  forbid ! 
Believeth  this  as  siker*  as  your  creed. 
God  thank  I,  and  in  good  time  be  it  said. 
That  there  n*as  never  man  yet  evil*  apaid  .q. 

For  gold  ne  silver  that  he  to  me  lent,  —  ^' 

Ne  never  falsehood  in  mine  heart  I  meant 

"  And,  Sir,  quod  he,  now  of  my  privity, 
Since  ye  so  goodly  have  been  unto  me. 

And  kith^d  '  to  me  so  great  gentleness,  ^o^ 

Somewhat  to  quiten  with  your  kind^ness  S^ 

I  will  you  show,  and  if  you  lust  to  lere,* 
I  will  you  teachen  pleinly*  the  mannere 
How  1  can  worken  in  philosophy  : 
Taketh  good  heed,  ye  shall  well  see  at  eye  . 
That  I  will  do  a  mastery  ere  I  go."  S' 

"  Ye  ?  quod  the  priest,  ye.  Sir,  and  will  ye  so  ? 
Marry,  thereof  1  pray  you  heartily." 

"  At  your  command^ment.  Sir,  truely. 

Quod  the  c^ndn,  and  ell<^s  God  forbid."  ic 

Lo,  how  this  thief^  could  his  service  bede.'  51 

Full  soth^  it  is  that  such  prof^r'd  servfce 
Stinketh,  as  witnessen  these  old^  wise, 
And  that  full  soon  I  will  it  verify 
In  this  candn,  root  of  all  treachery. 
That  evermore  delight  hath  and  gladness  515 

(Such  fiendly  thought^s  in  his  heart  empress) 
How  Christ^s  people  he  may  to  mischief  bring  : 
God  keep  us  from  his  false  dissimuling ! 
Naught  wist  this  priest  with  whom  that  he  dealt, 
Nor  of  his  harm-coming  nothing  he  felt  520 

'  All  of  the  new— all  freshly.  »  Sikcr —surely.  '  Kithed — shown. 
^  l^ust  to  lere— desire  to  learn.  *  Pleinly — ^mlly.  •  Bede— -order. 
'■  .Soth — true. 


WT/fE  CANOy^S  YEOMAN'S  TALE.      317 

i'telyi  foitsx !  O  sely  intioceot  1 
with  covciisc*  anon  thou  shalt  be  bient  1 ' 
j  gncflcM  '.  lull  blind  is  thy  conceit. 
Wot  nnthing  an  thou  'ware  of  the  deceit 
Itch  ilui  ihli  fox  yshapen  hath  to  ibee  ;  5.'; 

irily  wrenches*  thou  ne  may'sl  not  flee  ; 


It  rffcireth  to  thy  confusiiin. 


leUeo  thini 


Willi 


ehie 


it  and  thy  (oll^. 


And  eke  the  falseness  of  that  other  n^reich, 
A»  tirfonh  as  that  my  conning'  will  slrctcli. 

This  canon  was  my  lord,  yc  wouldcn  ween  ;' 
Sir  Most,  in  faith,  and  by  the  heaven  queen, 
It  was  another  canon,  and  not  he 
That  can  a  hundred  part  more  subtlety: 
He  hath  betrayed  folkf s  many  a  time ; 
Of  his  falseness  it  dullcih  me  to  rhyme  : 
Ever  when  that  1  speak  of  his  falschcad 
For  shame  of  him  my  cheeks  waxen  red, 
JUgat^'  they  bcginncn  for  to  glow. 

For  retincss  have  I  none,  right  well  I  know.) 

n  my  vifdg&  for  fumis  diverse 

}f  nieials  which  yc  have  heard  me  rehearse. 

Consumed  have  and  wasted  my  redness. 

How  lake  heed  of  this  canon's  curscdncss. 
"  Sir,  [luod  lie  canon,  let  your  yeoman  gone 

'or  DuicksUver,  that  we  it  had  anon, 
And  let  him  bringen  ounces  two  or  three. 
And  when  he  cometb  as  fast^  shall  yc  sec 
A  wonder  thing,  which  ye  saw  ne'er  ere  this." 

"  Sir,  quod  the  priest,  it  sliall  be  done  ywis,"  ' 
He  bade  nis  servant  fetchen  him  this  thing. 
And  he  all  ready  was  at  his  bidding, 

'  irth,  and  came  anon  again 


Lnd  be  them  laid^  well  and  fair  adown, 
Ind  bade  the  servant  coal^s  for  to  bring, 
rhai  he  anon  might  go  to  his  working.  ^ix> 

The  eoal<^s  right  anon  wcrfn  yfet," 
Uld  this  cani)n  took  out  a  crossijiet '" 
U  his  bosom,  and  show'd  it  to  the  priest 
Tliis  itutrununt,  quod  he,  which  that  thou  secst 

ComlK-covMounifst     '  Bli^i- 
•hnuk.     ■  Wrenches  —  slrBtnaemj.     »  Cunnin£— know- 
"  AlgBlri— •!  fr  *" 


•  Yfel— retched. 


'  Croudel — ciudWc. 
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Take  in  thy  hand,  and  put  thyself  therein  ^ ' 

Of  this  quicksflver'  an  ounce,  and  here  begin 

I  n  the  name  of  Christ  to  wax  a  philosopher : 

There  be  full  few  which  that  I  would^  prdfer 

To  showen  them  thus  much  of  my  science ;  ^-o 

For  here  shall  ye  see  by  experience  ' 

That  this  quicksflver  I  will  mortify* 

Right  in  your  sight  anon,  withouten  lie. 

And  make  it  as  good  silver  and  as  fine 

As  there  is  any  in  your  purse  or  mine,  -- 

Or  ell^s  where,  and  make  it  malleable. 

And  ellds  hold  me  fals^  and  unable 

Among^s  folk  for  ever  to  appear. 

"  I  have  a  powder  here,  that  cost  me  dear, 
Shall  make  all  good,  for  it  is  cause  of  all 
My  conning  which  that  I  you  showen  shall 
Voideth  '  your  man,  and  let  him  be  thereout. 
And  shut  the  door,  while  we  be  about 
Our  privity,  that  no  man  us  espy 
While  that  we  work  in  this  philosophy." 

All  as  he  bade  fulfilled  was  in  deed  ; 
This  ilke  servant  anon  right  out  yede,* 
And  his  master  shutt^  the  door  anon. 
And  to  their  labour  speedily  they  gone. 

This  priest  at  this  cursed  candn's  bidding 
Upon  the  fire  anon  he  set  this  thing,  5 

And  blew  the  fire,  and  busied  him  fuU  fast ; 
And  this  candn  into  the  crosselet  cast 
A  powder,  n'ot  I  ne*er  whereof  it  was 
Ymade,  either  of  chalk,  either  of  glass. 
Or  somewhat  elMs,  (was  not  worth  a  fly,) 
To  blindcn  with  this  priest,  and  bade  him  hie^ 
The  coal^s  for  to  couchen*  all  above 
The  crosselet ;  "  For  in  tokening  I  thee  love 
'  (Quod  this  candn)  thine  owen  hand^  two 
Shall  worken  all  thing  which  that  here  is  do." 
"  Grand  mercy ^  quod  the  priest,  and  was  full  glad. 
And  couch'd  the  coal^s  as  the  canon  bade  ; 
And  while  he  busy  was,  this  fiendly  wretch^ 
This  false  candn,  (the  foul^  fiend  him  fetch) 
Out  of  his  bosom  took  a  beechen  coal,  605 

In  which  full  subtlely  was  made  a  hole, 
And  therein  put  was  of  silver  limaile  * 
An  ounce,  and  stopp^  was  withouten  fail 
The  hole  with  wax,  to  keep  the  limaile  in. 

And  understandeth  that  this  fals^  gin^  610 

>  Mortify— kill,  destroy.  «  Voideth— send  out.  "Ycdc—wait. 
*  Hie  -hasten.  *  Couchen — lay.  •  Limaile — filings.  '  Gin— 
snare. 
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as  not  made  there,  but  it  was  made  before ; 
td  other  ihing^s  I  shall  tell  you  more 
Mficrwaril  whiuh  that  he  with  him  brought ; 
iic  c^mc  ihcrc,  him  to  beguile  he  thought, 
_      H>  he  did  ere  thai  ihey  went  atwin  ;  '  615 

ID  be  had  tumM  him  could  he  not  blin.' 

ilulleih  tne  when  that  I  nf  him  speak  ; 
D  his  falsehood  fain  would  1  me  awre^  * 

1  wisl  how ;  but  he  is  here  and  there  : 
C  is  M  variani  he  abit  <  no  where.  620 

Bui  tnkeih  heed,  Sirs,  now,  for  Godd^s  love. 

C  took  his  coal,  of  which  1  spake  above, 

ltd  in  his  hand  he  bare  it  pnvily, 

Bd  whiJ^s  the  priest  couched  busily 

be  ccaI^s,  as  I  told  you  ere  this.  615 

bis  canon  saidif ;  •'  Friend,  ye  do  amiss  : 

his  is  not  couched'  as  it  ought  to  be, 

Bi  soon  I  shall  amenden  it,  quod  he. 

ew  let  me  meddle  therewith  but  awhile, 

or  of  you  have  I  pity  by  Saint  die.  630 

e  be  right  hot  :   I  see  well  how  yc  sweat  ; 

!avc  here  .i  cloth  and  wipe  away  the  wet." 

And  whildi  that  the  priest  wip^d  his  face. 

his  canon  luok  his  coal  with  sony  grace. 

Bd  layM  it  nbove  on  the  midward  635 

f  the  emsstflet,  and  ble*  well  afterward, 

Ell  that  ihe  coal^s  gonren  fast  to  brcn. 

"  Now  give  us  drinki,"  quod  this  canon,  then, 
As  swilh*  all  shall  be  well  I  undertake  : 

U<  we  down,  and  let  us  merry  make."  640 

»d  whenni  that  this  canon's  beechen  coal 

'b£  burnt,  all  the  limaile ''  out  of  the  hole 

to  the  cross^let  anon  fell  doivn; 

i)d  so  it  must^  need^  by  reasdn, 
ince  it  above  so  even  couchi^d '  was,  64J 

But  thereof  n-i St  the  priest  nothing,  alas: 
Me  deemM  all  the  coaHs  alike  good. 
For  of  the  sleight '  he  nothing  understood. 

And  when  this  alchemistcr  saw  his  tim^, 
Rise  up.  Sir  fnest,  quod  he,  and  stand  by  mc,  650 

~\A  fcr  I  wot^  well  ingot  have  yc  none, 
'h,  walkech  forth,  and  bringeth  a  chalk  stone, 
I  will  make  it  of  the  snm^  shape 
Ml  ingot,  if  I  may  have  hap  : 

lunder.    *Blin— nase.    '  Me  awrral; — revenge  tnv- 
f  AUt  ~  Bbidelh.    '  Couched  —  Inid.    '  Sulth  —  spcRlllv 
—  filitiKi.     'Couched  — Udd,    placed.     ■  Sleighl— Irick. 
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Bring  eke  with  you  a  bowl  or  else  a  pan  ^J 

Full  of  water,  and  ye  shall  well  see  then 

How  that  our  business  shall  thrive  and  preve 

And  yet,  for'  ye  shall  have  no  misbelieve 

Nor  wrong  conceit  of  me  in  your  absence,  ^^ 

I  will  not  be'  out  of  your  presence,  ^ 

But  go  with  you,  and  come  with  you  again." 

The  chamber  doord,  shortly  for  to  sain, 
They  opened  and  shut,  and  went  their  way, 
And  forth  with  them  they  carri^  the  key,  ^- 

And  came  again  withouten  any  delay. 
What  should  I  tarrien  all  the  longd  day? 
He  took  the  chalk,  and  shope  it  in  the  wise 
Of  an  ingot,  as  I  shall  you  devise  ;  * 
I  say  he  took  out  of  his  owen  sleeve  ^70 

A  teine  *  of  silver  (evil  may  he  cheve)* 
Which  that  ne  was  but  a  just  ounce  of  weight : 
And  taketh  heed  now  of  his  cursed  sleight ; 
He  shope  his  ingot  in  length  and  in  brede 
Of  thilkd  teine,*  withouten  any  drede,*  ^^75 

So  slily  that  the  priest  it  not  espied. 
And  in  his  sleeve  again  he  'gan  it  hide, 
And  from  the  tire  he  took  up  his  mattdre. 
And  in  the  ingot  it  put  with  merry  cheer, 
And  in  the  water-vessel  he  it  cast 
When  that  him  list,  and  bade  the  priest  as  fast 
Look  what  there  is ;  **  Put  in  thine  hand  and  gro| 
Thou  shalt  there  finden  silver,  as  I  hope." 
What,  devil  of  helld !  should  it  ellds  be  .>— 
Shaving  of  silver,  silver  is  pardd 

He  put  his  hand  in  and  took  up  a  teine  ^ 
Of  silver  fine  ;  and  glad  in  every  vein 
Was  this  priest  when  he  saw  that  it  was  sa 
'^  Goddds  blessing,  and  his  mother's  also. 
And  all<5  Hallows,'  have  ye,  Sir  Candn  ! 
Saidd  this  priest ;  and  their  malison,* 
But  and  ^  ye  vouchdsafe  to  teachen  me 
This  noble  craft  and  this  subtility 
1  will  be  yours  in  all  that  ever  I  may." 

Quod  the  candn,  "  Yet  will  I  make  essay 
The  second  time,  that  ye  may  taken  heed,  69^ 

And  be  expert  of  this,  and  in  your  need 
Another  day  essay  in  mine  absence 
This  discipline  and  this  crafty  science. 

*  Preve — succeed.  '  For  ye,  &c. — in  order  that  ye  shall,  &c 
'  Devise- -describe.  *  Teine — a  thin  plate.  *  Che\-e,  Ft.  achtvtr — 
conclude.  *  Drede — doubt.  "^  Hallows — saints.  •  Malison — 
curse.    •  But  and,  &c. — except. 
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!t  take  anodicr  minc^,  (juod  he  iho,' 
Of  qulcksiVvrr,  wilhoutm  word^  mo,  700 

And  do  thetewTth  as  ye  have  done  ere  this 
Wiih  that  other  which  that  now  silver  is." 

The  priesi  him  busiclh  all  that  ever  he  can 
To  da  us  this  candn.  this  cursed  man, 
Cbrninandeth  him,  nnd  fnst^  blew  ihe  tire  705 

^^or  w  come  to  th'  effect  of  bis  desire; 
bid  this  candn  right  in  the  mean^  while 
Ul  ready  was  this  priest  eft*  \a  beguile; 
hud,  for  a  ccwntciKince'  in  his  hand  hare 
\  hollow  stickrf.  (take  keep'  and  beware)  710 

[o  ih'  end  of  which  an  ouncf  and  no  more 
Df  silver  limail^*  put  was,  as  before 
Was  in  his  coal,  and  stofip(d  with  wax  wele. 
For  to  keep  in  his  limaile  every  deal ;  * 
And  while  this  priest  was  in  his  business,  71; 

This  canon  «rith  him  sticks  'gan  hhn  dress' 
To  him  anon,  and  his  powder  cast  in 
A*  he  did  erst,'  (the  devil  out  of  his  skin 

Kim  lum,  1  pray  to  Cod,  for  his  fabehede, 
w  he  was  ever  false  in  Ihousbt  and  deed,)  720 

kd  with  his  Kick  above  the  cro^flet, 
141  was  ofdainM  wHh  that  false  get,* 
t  siirreth  the  coal^  liQ  relemen  'gan 
ic  MRtx  a^insl  the  fire,  as  every  man, 
It  he  a  fool  be,  wot  well  it  must  need,  ^^% 

id  all  that  in  the  sticks  was  out  yede,'° 
And  in  the  crosslct  hastily  it  fell. 

Now,  px>dtf  Sirx,  what  will  ye  bet"  than  well? 
Whett  that  this  priest  was  thus  beguil'd  again, 
iSupposing  naught  but  truths,  soth  to  sain,"  7p 

He  was  so  glad  that  I  can  not  express 
in  m>  mann^re  his  mirth  and  his  gladness, 
And  to  the  canon  he  proffer'd  eftsoon 
Body  and  good.    "  Yea,  quod  (he  canon,  soon, 
Hough  ptior  I  be,  crafty"  ihou  shall  me  find :      73; 
I  warn  thee  well,  yet  is  there  more  behind. 
]a  there  any  copper  here  within  ? "  snid  he. 

"  Vea,  Sir,  quod  the  priest,  I  trow  "  there  be." 
•  EDfa  go  buy  us  some,  and  that  as  swiih^." 
j(lo«,  ipNid^  Sir,  go  fi    "    " 


o  forth  thy  way  and  hie  thee."  740 


i-  ._    ,— ,.     ■£(*  — agaFn,     '  rountcnanw  —  show.  piM«iLe. 

tA»  kwp— «nend.     '  Umallc— filings     •Evctv  deal— enttrriy. 

PllM  ■»!».  •  Ent  — ln'firtT.  •  KnJM  gel  — cheoling  etmlri- 
.  '"Yede— font  "  B«— t«rti«,  "  Soih  10  aiin— trulh  in 
•  CnfiT  —  ikiltui.     "  Trow  —  beUen:     "  As  iwlibe  —  at 
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He  went  his  way,  and  with  the  copper  he  c*^ 
And  this  candn  it  in  his  hand^  name,^ 
And  of  that  copper  weight  out  an  ounce. 
Too  simple  is  my  tongu^  to  pronounce,  ..» 

As  minister*  of  my  wit,  the  doubleness 
Of  this  candn,  root  of  all  cursedness :  v^ 

He  seemed  friendly  to  them  that  knew  him  n  ^^^^ 
But  he  was  fiendly  both  in  work  and  thoughts 
It  wearieth  ine  to  tell  of  his  falseness, 
And  nath^ess  yet  will  I  it  express,  '^ 

To  that  intent  men  may  beware  thereby, 
And  for  no  other  caus6  tru^ly. 

He  put  this  copper  into  the  crossflet,' 
And  on  the  fire  as  swithe*  he  hath  it  set,  , 

And  cast  in  powder,  and  made  the  priest  to blor  "^'j')) 
And  in  his  working  for  to  stoopen  low 
As  he  did  erst,  and  all  was  but  a  jape;  * 
Right  as  him  list^  the  priest  he  made  his  ape; 
And  afterward  in  the  ingot  he  it  cast,  -^ 

And  in  the  pann^  put  it  at  the  last  ' 

Of  water,  and  in  he  put  his  owen  hand  : 
And  in  his  sleeve,  as  ye  bcfor^n-hand 
Heard  me  tell,  he  had  a  silver  teine;* 
He  slily  took  it  out,  this  cursed  hcine,'  -^^S 

(Unweeting®  this  priest  of  his  fals<5  craft)  ^ 

And  in  the  pannes  bottom  he  it  laft. 
And  in  the  water  rombleth  to  and  fro, 
And  wonder  privily  took  up  also 

The  copper  tcine,  (not  knowing  thilkd*  priest)  ^c 

And  hid  it,  and  him  hcntd*®  by  the  breast,  ^  ^ 

And  to  him  spake,  and  thus  said  in  his  game; 
"  Stoopeth  adown ;  by  God  ye  be  to  blame; 
Helpeth  me  now,  as  I  did  you  whilere : " 
Put  in  your  hand,  and  looketh  what  is  there,"  ^^ 

This  priest  took  up  this  silver  teine  anon ;  7  'x 

And  thennd  said  the  canon,  "  Let  us  gone  ^ 

With  these  three  teinds  which  that  we  have  wrough  ^^ 
To  some  goldsmith,  and  wete  **  if  they  be  aught. 
For  by  my  faith  I  n'oldd  *'  for  my  hood 
But  if  they  weren  silver  fine  and  good,  7I 

And  that  as  swithe  "  well  proved  shall  it  be." 

Unto  the  goldsmith  with  these  teinds  three 

*  Name — took.     •  Crosselet — crucible.    •  As  snithe — as  quicklji^'' 
as  may  l)e.     *  Jape— trick.     *  Him  list — he  pleased.    •  Teine — ihif» 
piece  of  metal.     '  Heinep-wretch  :  the  noun  of  which  our  adjective 
heinous  is  derived.     *•  Unweeting  —  unsuspecting.     •  Thilke  —  thi^ 
same,     ^o  Hente  —  held.      "  WTiilere  —  before.     "  Wete  —  Icanu 
^  N'olde — would  not.    '*  As  swithe — as  soon  as  possible. 
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y  wctit  inon,  and  put  ihcm  in  assay 
ire  iuul  bammcr :  might  no  man  siiy  nay 
tat  that  they  wcren  as  they  ciu^hi  to  be.  7^5 

This  sotted  priest,  who  was  gladiliJr  ihan  he? 
Was  neviT  bird  gludd^r  against  the  diiy, 
|Ie  nighlin^k  in  the  seasdn  of  May 
Vu  never  none  that  list  better  10  sing, 
fe  Isdy  lustier  in  carolling,  79° 

>r  fur  to  speak  of  Invc  and  womanhcdc,' 
for  knight  in  nrmi<s  do  a  h.irdy  deed 
~  1  stand  in  grac^  of  his  lady  dear, 

«n  had  this  priest  this  crafitf  for  to  lere  •* 
And  to  the  canon  thus  he  spake  and  said  :  795 

'  For  the  love  of  God  that  for  us  all^  dey'd, 
Uid  as  I  inay  deserve  it  unto  you, 
*"»(  shill  this  receipt  cost  ?  tell  th  me  now." 
**  lly  our  Lady,  quod  this  canon,  it  is  dear. 
'  warn  you  well,  that  save  I  and  a  frcre,  803 

n  Engieiand  there  can  no  man  it  make." 
.   "  No  force,'  quod  he ;  now,  Sir,  for  Godd^s  sake, 
""hat  shall  I  pay  ?  tcUeth  me  I  you  pray." 
"  Ywii,  quod  he.  it  is  full  dear  1  say. 
r,  at  one  word,  if  that  you  list  it  have,  80  j 

Ife  shall  pay  forty  pound,  so  God  me  save; 
And  n'erc'  the  friendship  that  ye  did  ere  this 
To  me,  ye  shoulden  pnyen  more  ywis."'' 

This  priest  the  sum  of  forty  pound  anon 
Df  nobles  fet*  and  look  Ihcm  cvereach  one  810 

To  this  candn  for  this  itki<  receipt. 
AU  his  woiicine  n'as*  but  fraud  and  deceit. 

"  Sir  Pricst,Tic  said,  I  keep'  for  to  have  no  loss 
Of  my  crafi,  for  I  would  it  were  kept  close, 
And,  as  ye  love  mc,  kcepeth  it  sccree,  815 

For  if  men  knewen  all  my  subtlety, 
iBy  Uod  they  woulden  have  so  CTeai  envy 
To  mc,  because  of  my  philosophy, 
1  should  be  dead,  there  were  no  other  way." 

■'  Cod  it  forbid,  quod  iho  pri^t.  what  ye  say ;    820 
Yet  had  I  lever*  spcnden  alt  the  good 
Which  that  I  have  (and  ellds  were  I  wood) " 
Than  that  ye  should  fallen  in  such  mischief." 
"  For  your  good  will,  Sir.  have  yc  right  good  prefc,' ' 

Siod  the  candn i  and  farewell, ^r<i«(/M»-fi>'."       825 
e  went  bis  way,  and  never  the  priest  him  sey  " 


uki  ore.    •  Lcin— rather, 


-\tu 
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After  that  day.    And  when  that  this  priest 

Maken  essay,  at  such  time  as  he  would. 

Of  this  receipt,  fiarewdl !  it  n'old*  not  be. 

Lo,  thus  bejap^  ^  and  beguiFd  was  he ;  ^^ 

Thus  maketh  he  his  introductidn 

To  bringen  folk  to  their  destrucddfL 

Considereth,  Sirs,  how  that  in  eadi  estate 
Betwixen  men  and  gold  there  is  debate,  ^.« 

So  farforth  that  unneth^*  is  there  none.  ^^ 

This  multiplying^  so  blint^  many  one, 
That  in  good  faith  I  trow^  that  it  be 
The  caus^  greatest  of  such  scarcity. 
These  philosophers  speak  so  mistily 
In  this  craft  that  men  cannot  come  thereby 
For  any  wit  that  men  have  nowadays  : 
They  may  wdl  chatteren  as  do  these  jays, 
And  in  their  term^  set  their  lust  and  peine,* 
But  to  their  purpose  shall  they  ne'er  attain.  _y  ^5 

A  man  may  li^tly  learn,  if  he  have  aught,  Ci-^ 

To  multiply  and  bring  his  good  to  nau^t 
Lo,  such  a  lucre  is  in  this  lusty  ^  game, 
A  mannas  mirth  it  will  turn  all  to  grame,* 
And  emptien  also  great  and  heavy  purses^  ^c 

And  maken  folk  for  to  purchisen  curses  8--^ 

Of  them  that  have  thereto  their  good  yknt 
O,  fy  for  shame !  they  that  have  been  brent,* 
Alas !  can  they  not  flee  the  firds  heat  ? 
!        Ye  that  it  use  I  rede"<>  that  ye  it  lete," 

Lest  ye  lose  all ;  for  bet  than  never  is  late :  81 

Never  to  thriven  were  too  long  a  date : 

Though  ye  prowl  aye  ye  shall  it  never  find ; 

Ye  be  as  bold  as  is  Bayard  the  blind. 

That  blundereth  forth,  and  peril  casteth  none ;  " 

He  is  as  bold  to  run  against  a  stone 

As  for  to  go  besides  in  the  way  : 

So  faren  ye  that  multiply,*'  I  say. 

If  that  your  cyen  cannot  see  aright, 

Looketh  that  your  mind  lack  not  his  sight,  . 

For  though  ye  look  never  so  broad  and  stare        S6| 

Ye  shall  not  win  a  mite  on  that  chaffare,'^ 

But  wasten  all  that  ye  may  rape  and  renne.'^ 

Withdraw  the  fire  lest  it  too  fast^  brenne  ; 

'  N'old— would  not.    '  Bej aped— tricked,  befooled.    •  Unnethes 
— scarcely.    *  Multiplying  —  making  gold,  &c.     ^  Blint  —  stops. 

*  Lust    and    peine  —  delight    and    tiouble.     "  Lusty  —pleasant. 

*  Grame  —  sorrow.  ®  Brent — burnt.  *°  Rede — advise.  "  Lete — 
leave.  "  Peril  casteth  none — perceives  no  danger.  *'  Multiply— 
make  gold,  &c.  **  Chaffare— traffick.  '*  Rape  and  renne — "rap- 
and-rend,"  seize  and  plunder. 
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Meddktb  no  mtai  wiih  that  art  }  mean, 

Tcr  dfK  Ao  y<Mt  thrift  ■  is  gone  full  clean  :  870 

And  nghl  as  svrithc  '  I  will  you  lellen  Irere 

Whul  philoui)>heTS  say  in  this  niallere. 

Lo,  thus  saith  Arnold  or  the  nevi  lown, 
A«  hi&  Ko&lry  malceth  mentiiSn  ; 
He  saith  right  thus,  wiihoutea  any  lie,  875 

■■Thcrt  may  no  man  mercury  mortify,' 
But  it  be  wilh  hii  brother's  knowleching."* 

Lo,  how  that  be  which  firsl^  said  this  thing 
or  philoMSphcrs'  lather  vr-is,  Hermes ; 
He  sailh  how  thai  the  drigon  douhtiless  8Jto 

Ne  (licth  not  but  if  that  he  be  slain 
With  his  brother  ;  and  this  is  for  to  sain. 
By  ihc  dngon,  Mereiiry,  and  no  other 
Wc  und<Tstood,  and  Brimiilone  by  his  tiruiher, 
That  out  of  Sol  and  Luna  were  ydraw.  885 

"And  therefore,  said  he,  take  heed  to  my  saw  :' 
iKt  no  man  busy  him  this  art  lo  seech,' 
lUl  if  thai  be  the  intenlidn  and  speech 
Of  philowJpbers  underscanden  can. 
And  if  he  do,  he  is  a  lc»<!d  man  ;'  Sqc 

For  this  sci^cc  and  this  conning  (i]uod  he) 
Is  of  the  seeree  of  secrrfcs  pardt° 

Also  there  wus  a  disciple  of  flalo 
Thai  on  a  lim^  said  his  master  to, 
As  hii  book  Senior  will  bear  witness,  895 

And  this  was  his  demand  in  sothfastness,* 
Tell  me  the  name  of  thilkS  '  privy  sione," 
And  Plalo  answer'd  unio  him  anon  ; 
Takri  the  slone  that  Tiunos  men  name." 
Which  is  thjl  ? ''  quod  he.    "  Magnetia  is  ihe  same," 
.Sakti  Platii,     "Yea,  Sir,  and  is  it  thus?  901 

This  Is  ignetum  per  ignotius. 
What  is  magnetia,  g^d  Sir,  I  pray  ?" 

"  It  is  a  water  that  is  made,  I  say. 
Of  Ih'  elcmenl^s  fourt,"  quod  Platii.  905 

"  Tell  mc  the  raavt,  gtH)d  Sir,  i^uod  he  tho," 
lOf  that  water,  if  that  it  be  your  will" 

"  Nay,  nay,  quod  Plato,  certain  that  I  n'iU  : " 

It — Ihrivug.  sacceu.  '  Swiihe — quickly.  '  Monily— de- 
'  Bui  it  be.  St— '■  without  the  knawledge  o(  its  bruiher." 
■nring.  •  Se«ch— Kck.  '  Lewcd— ignonnl.  •  Sotbfut- 
mh.    •  Thilke— this.    '•Tho— then.     "  N'lll— will  not. 


>  tnallse  oititM 


»■  fW  Mrrw  sf  itcrm.  ]    He  alludes  11 
StirtttfTim,  which  »as  suppcHcd  to 

1  Alexander.  *  -  7/r, 
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The  philosdphers  were  sworn^  evereach  one 
That  they  ne  sfiould  discover  it  unto  none,  910 

Ne  in  no  book  it  write  in  no  mann^re, 
'  For  unto  God  it  is  so  lefe  ^  and  dear, 
That  he  will  not  that  it  discovered  be, 
But  where  it  liketh  to  his  deity 
Man  for  to  inspire,  and  eke  for  to  defend*  915 

Whom  that  him  liketh ;  lo,  this  is  the  end." 

Then  thus  conclude  I ;  since  that  God  of  heaven 
Ne  will  not  that  the  philosophers  neven  * 
How  that  a  man  shall  come  unto  this  stone, 
I  rede  *  as  for  the  best  to  let  it  gone ;  920 

For  whoso  maketh  God  his  adversary, 
As  for  to  worken  any  thing  in  contrary 
Of  his  will,  cert^s  never  shall  he  thrive. 
Though  that  he  multiply  term  of  his  live.* 
And  there  a  point,*  for  ended  is  my  Tale.  925 

God  send  every  good  man  bote  of  his  bale  !  ^ 

'  I^fe — beloved.  *  Defend — forbid.  '  Nex-en— name.  *  Rede 
— recommend.  *  Multiply,  &c.  —  make  gold  to  his  life's  end. 
*  There  a  point — there  is  a  conclusion.  '  Bole  of  his  bale — remedy 
for,  or  end  of,  his  sorrow.  The  Glossary  derives  bote  from  the 
Saxon  :  may  it  not,  however,  be  of  Norman  derivation.  -  -bmt,  the 
end,  conclusion ;  whence  the  word  butt^  used  in  archery? 
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It  is  well  wist'  how  that  the  Greek^s  strong 
In  arm^s  with  a  thousand  shipp^s  went 
To  Troi^  ward^s,*  and  the  city  long 
Besiegcden,  nigh  ten  years  ere  they  stent,' 
And  how  in  divers  wise  and  one  intent, 
The  ravishing  to  wreak  ^  of  Queen  Helen, 
By  Paris  done,  they  wroughten  all  their  pain.*      U 

Now  fell  it  so  that  in  the  town  there  was 
Dwelling  a  lord  of  great  authority, 
A  great  divine,  that  clep^d  was  Calcas, 
That  in  that  science  so'  (Expert  was,  that  he 
Knew  well  that  Troi^  should  destroyed  be 
By  answer  of  his  god,  that  hight  was  thus 
Dan  Phebus,  or  Apollo  Delphicus.  21 

So  when  this  Calcas  knew  by  calculing. 
And  eke  by  th'  answer  of  this  god  Apollo, 
That  Grcekds  shoulden  such  a  people  bring 
Thorough  the  which  that  Troy  must  be  fordo,* 
He  cast  anon  out  of  the  town  to  go, 
For  well  he  wist  by  sorte '  that  Troi^  sholde 
Destroyed  be,  yea,  would  who  so  or  n'olde ;  •       2^ 

Wherefdre  for  to  departen  soft^ly 
Took  purpose  full  this  wight,  foreknowing,  wise, 
And  to  the  Grcekds  host  full  privily 
Ho  stole  anon  ;  and  they  in  courteous  wise 
Didcn  to  him  both  worship  and  servfce. 
In  trust  that  he  hath  connmg  them  to  rede* 
In  every  peril  which  that  was  to  dread.  35 

Great  rumour  rose  when  it  was  first  espied 
In  all  the  town,  and  openly  was  spoken 
That  Calcas  traitor  fled  was,  and  allied 
To  them  of  Greece  ;  and  cast  was  to  be  wroken  ** 
On  him  that  falsely  hath  his  faith  to-broken, 
And  said  that  he  and  all  his  kin  at  once 
Were  worthy  to  be  burnt  both  fell  "  and  bones.    4^ 

Now  had  this  Calcas  left  in  this  mischance, 
Unknowing  of  this  false  and  wicked  deed, 
A  daughter  which  that  was  in  great  pen^ce," 


»  Wist-  known.  «  To  Troie  wardes— towards  Troy.  •  Stat— 
ceased.  *  'I'o  wreak— to  re\'cngc  the  ravishing.  *  All  their  ptin— 
unden^ent,  or,  performed  all  their  labour.  *  Fordo  —  fofdone. 
ruined,  destroyed.  '  Sorte  —  lot,  destiny.  •  Would  who  so  or 
n'olde — whoe\'er  would  or  would  not.  "  Conning  them  to  rede- 
wisdom  to  direct  them.  *^  To  be  wroken — a  plot,  or.  ccmtriftooe 
was  to  be  wreaked.    *'  Fell— skin.    ''  Penance — sonow. 
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^  j)d  o(  bcT  bfc  she  was  full  sore  in  drend. 
And  Bc  wiiit  no'Cr  what  best  was  to  rede; ' 
And  as  a  widow  was  she,  ajid  alone, 
nd  n'tsi*  to  whom  she  might  ymake  her  moan.    49 
Cr«scida  was  this  lady's  name  anght ; 
At  to  my  doom  '  in  all  Troy^s  city 
Most  fairest  lady,  passing  every  wight; 
So  aneclikd  shone  her  native  beauty, 
That  Ukc  a  thing  immortal  seemed  she, 
And  theccwiih  was  she  so  perfect  a  creature 
As  she"  had '  been  made  in  scorning  of  Nature.      56 

This  lady,  which  that  all  day  heard  at  car 
Her  father's  shame,  his  falsehood,  and  ireasdn, 
Pull  nigh  out  of  her  wit  for  sorrow'  and  fear, 
In  widow's  habil  large,  of  samite'  brown. 
Before  Hccldr  on  kn^es  she  fell  adown. 
His  mercy  bade,  her  selfen  excusing 
With  piteous  voice,  and  tenderly  weeping.  63 

Now  was  this  Hector  piteous  of  nature. 
And  saw  that  she  was  sorrowful  begone, 
And  that  she  was  so  fair  a  creilurc ; 
Of  his  goodness  he  gladed  her  anon, 
And  saidrf ;  "  Lee  your  fether's  treason  gone 
Forth  with  mischance,  and  ye  yourself  in  joy 
DwcHcth  with  us  whiles  you  list  in  Troy;  70 

And  all  the  honour  men  may  do  you  have,* 
As  farfdrth  as  though  your  father  dwelt  here, 
Yc  shall  have,  and  your  body  shall  men  save, 
As  fur  as  1  may  aught  enquire  and  hear." 
And  she  him  thankifd  with  full  humble  cheer,' 
And  oftcr  would,  and  it  had  been  his  will. 
And  tor^  her  leave,  went  home,  and  held  her  still.  77 
And  in  her  bouse  she*  abode  with  such  mcini!* 
B  till  her  honour*  need  was  for  lo  hold ; 
And  whili  she  was  dwelling  in  that  ci(_v 
She  kept  her  stal^,  and  of  young  and  old 
Full  well  belov'd,  and  well  men  of  her  told : 
But  whether  that  she  children  had  or  none 
read  it  not,  therefore  I  let  it  gone.  64 

The  tbingds  fellen,  as  they  do  of  war, 
ietwixetl  them  of  Troy  and  Citcekffs  oh, 
'01  aomc  days  boughlcn  they  of  Troy  it  dear, 

Ic — ddnic.  ■  N'iil— Dcwlsl.knmrnot.  *  Dodri— Judgment. 
c  fiitd— u  though  she  Iwd.  '  Samlte—ricb  lilk,  ■  Du  you 
.  .._  .  ._!....  T  chmr  cotungnancc  *  MelDi! — «Mm. 
;o,  M  tor,  h«r  honour. 
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And  eft^  the  Greek^s  fouaden  nothing  soft 

The  folk  of  Troy :  and  thus  Fortdae  aloft 

And  under  eft  'gan  them  to  whehnen  both, 

After  her  course,'  aye  whik  that  they  were  wio**^  ^ 

But  how  this  town  came  to  destrucddn 
Ne  falleth  not  to  purpose  me  to  tell ; 
For  why  ?  it  were  a  long  digressidn 
From  my  matter,  and  you  too  long  to  dwell ; 
But  the  Trojan  gest^,'  all  as  they  fell 
In  Homer,  or  in  Dares,  or  in  Dite,^ 
Whoso  that  can  may  read  them  as  they  write. 

But  though  the  Greeks  them  of  Troy  in-shcC'^^^' 
And  their  city  besieged  all  about, 
Their  old  usdges  n'olden  they  not  letten,* 
As  to  honduren  their  goddcs  full  devout, 
But  aldermost*  in  honour  out  of  doubt 
They  had  a  relick  hight  Palladion, 
That  was  their  trust  aboven  evereach  one.  ^     ' 

And  so  befell,  when  comen  was  the  time 
Of  Aprilis,  when  clothe  is  the  mead 
With  newi-  green,  of  lusty  Ver  '  the  prime, 
And  with  sweet  smelling  floVrds  white  and  red 
In  sundry  wis^  show'd,  as  I  you  rede,* 
The  folk  of  Troy  their  dbservances  old, 
Palladion^s  feast,  went  for  to  hold. 


%^ 


Unto  the  temple'  in  all  their  best^  wise 
In  general  went  every  manner  wight 
To  hearken  of  Palladion's  service, 
And  namely  many  a  lusty  knight, 
And  many'  a  lady  fresh  and  maiden  bright ; 
Full  well  beseen  the  most  mein^*  and  least 
Both  for  the  season  and  for  the  high^  feast  \t9 

Among  these  other  folk  was  Creseida, 
In  widow's  habit  black;  but  nath^ess 
Right  as  our  first  letter  is  now  an  A, 
In  beauty  first  so  stood  she  mak^ess ;  ^* 
Her  goodly  looking  gladded  all  the  press  ;" 
N'as  ^^  never  seen  thing  to  be  praised  so  dear, 
Nor  under  clouds  black  so  bright  a  star  126 


1  Eft— afterwards.  '  After  her  oourse^~«ooording  to  her  course* 
or  plan.  •  Gestes— histories.  *  Dares,  Ditc,  {Dfcims  CnUmsi^-^ 
historians  of  the  Trojan  war.  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  says.  **  supposed  hit" 
torians."  ^  Not  letten — they  would  not  forego  their  o£d  custons. 
•  Aldermost  —  first,  chiefly.  'Ver — spriug.  •Rede — faiftirai. 
'  Meine  —  attendants.  >*  Makekss  —  peerless.  "  Rress  —  crowd. 
"  N'as— ne  was,  there  never  was. 
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A*  wms  Creseid*.  they  saiden  evcreach  one 
Thai  hct  tiehddvii  in  hw  bbckd  weed ; 
And  yet  she  stood  full  low  and  still  atone, 

id  all  other  folk,  in  little  tn^e.' 
And  nigh  the  door,  aye  under  shamtfs  drede, 
SimpJe'  of  attire,  and  debonairc  of  cheer,' 
Witn  fiiH  assured  looking  and  maitn^re.  1 33 

Dan  Troilus.  as  he  was  worn  to  guide 
Hi*  young^  knight^  led  ihcm  up  and  down 

■  ilkd  TatKC  tenure'  on  every  side, 
Beholdiiig  aye  the  ladies  t/the  town 
Kow  here  now  [here,  fur  no  devotidn 
Had  he  to  none  to  reven*  bini  his  rest. 
But  'g»n  to  praise  and  lackcn  trtiom  he  lest.*        140 

AjkI  ilk  his  walk  fiill  hSL  he  'gan  to  waitcn ' 
If  knight  orsquii^r  of  his  company 
"Can  for  to  »ke,*  or  let  his  even  baiten' 

{woman  that  he  could  espy ; 
e  would  smile,  and  hold  it  a  foil/. 
And  say  him  thus ;    "  O  Lord '.  she  slecpcth  soft 
For  love  of  tbce,  when  thou  lumcst  full  oft.  147 

"  I  have  heard  tell  pardieu  of  your  living, 
Yc  lotrers,  and  of  your  kwd "  observance, 
Atkd  which  a  labour  folk  have  in  winning 
Of  love,  and  in  the  keeping  which  doubtancc,* 
And  when  your  pivy  is  lost,  woe  and  penance. 
'^       ry  fool^ !  blind  and  nice '°  he  yc. 
There  is  not  one  can  "ware"  by  otliet  be,"  t;4. 

And  with  that  word  he  'gan  cast  up  his  brow, 
Ascaunce  "  "  Lo  I  is  this  ivot  wisely  spoken  ? '' 
At  which  the  god  of  Love  'gun  looken  row" 
Right  for  de^te,  and  shopc  him  to  be  wroken ;  '* 
"c  kid  "  anon  his  bow  was  not  to-broken. 
For  suddenly  he  hit  liim  at  the  full ; 
And  yet  as  proud  a  peacock  can  be  pulL  161 

O  blinds  worid  !  O  blind  Inicntiiin  -' 

How  often  falleth  all  th'  effect  conirlin; 

Of  iurqucdry  "  and  foul  presumpiidn  ? 

ilhtUe  hfnte— in  mull  spict  '  IlFboiuiTV  of  ch«r— gmilc- 
BHMMMir,  •  Re*™  —  limili.  *  Ijicktn  whom  he  lei  —  And 
with  wham  Ik  chow.  '  Woitrn  —  umilch.  *  Sike  — Hgli. 
n— ^Uteo,  (enl.  •  Lrwil- foolish,  ignonnt.  •  [>ciul*»ncr 
ht.  ■  Nio" — tillr.  "  Wnrr — «iini»I.  "  Ascounw^  as  imKh 
imf.  &c  note  Cammi  Vfamomt  Talt.  |>  310  "  Row 
|h.  crou,  "Shcipe  lilm  lo  I*  nr-rokcn— ilinprd.  or.  por- 
ta bt  imnKDd  oo  him.    "  Kid— ahoweiL    ■■  Suniucdi)  — 
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For  caught  is  proud  and  caught  is  debonaire ;  •" 

This  Troilus  is  clomben  on  the  stair, 

And  little  weeneth  that  he  must  descend ;  ^ 

But  all  day  faileth  thing  that  fool^  ween'd.' 

As  proud  Bayard  beginneth  for  to  skip 
Out  of  the  way  (so  pricketh  him  his  com) 
Till  he  a  lash  have  of  the  long^  whip, 
Then  thinketh  he,  though  I  prance  aU  befome 
First  in  the  trace,  full  fat  and  new  ishom, 
Yet  am  I  but  a  horse,  and  horse^s  law  „. 

I  must  endure,  and  with  my  fer^  *  draw  :  '  ^ 

So  far'd  it  by  this  fierce  and  proud^  knight ; 
Though  he  a  worthy  king^s  sonn^  were. 
And  weened  that  nothfng  had  had  such  might 
Against  his  will  that  should  his  hearth  stir. 
Yet  with  a  look  his  heart  ywoxe  on  fire. 
That  he  that  now  was  most  in  pride  above  ^o, 

Woxe  suddenly  most  subject  unto  love. 

Forthy  *  example  taketh  of  this  man 
Ye  wis^,  proud,  and  worthy  folk^s  all. 
To  scornen  Love,  which  that  so  soon^  can 
The  freedom  of  your  hearths  to  him  thrall ;  * 
For  ever  was,  and  ever  shall  befall 
That  Love  is  he  that  all  thing^s  may  bind. 
For  no  man  may  fordo  the  law  of  kind.*  ^ 

That  this  be  soth  hath  prov^  and  doth  yet, 
For  this  (trow'  I)  ye  knowen  all  and  some, 
Men  rcadcn  not*  that  folk  have  greater  wit 
Than  they  that  have  been  most  with  love  inome,* 
And  strongest  folk  been  therewith  overcome, 
The  worthiest  and  greatest  of  degree ; 
This  was  and  is,  and  yet  man  shall  it  see.  i 

And  tru^ly  it  sit  well  to  be  so. 
For  alderwisest  *®  have  therewith  been  pleased, 
And  they  that  have  been  aldermost "  in  woe 
With  love  have  been  comfdrted  most  and  eased. 
And  oft  it  hath  the  cruel  heart  apneas^. 
And  worthy  folk  made  worthier  of  name. 
And  causeth  most  to  dreaden  vice  and  shame.      2a5 

*  Debonaire — gentle,  meek.  •  Foolcs  ween'd — but  every  day  tl»* 
which  fools  imagined,  fails.  '  Feres — companions.  *  Fwthy  -^ 
therefore.  *  Thrall — enslave.  •  Law  of  kind — no  man  can  fru*^ 
trate,  or  do  away,  the  law  of  nature.  "^  Trow — believe.  •  Reader 
not— do  not  learn,  or  know.  '  Inome — taken.  *•  Alderwisest — th^ 
wisest  of  all     ^'  Aldermost — most  of  all. 
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Now  sith  ii  may  not  goodly  be  withstond,' 
ad  is  a  thing  to  virtuous  in  kind,' 
«  grudMlh  nauKht  10  Love  (or  to  been  bond, 
'  h,  as  mm  sclvvn  lisl,'  he  may  you  bind  ; 
It  yard  is  beitu  that  bowen  will  and  wind  ' 
lan  thai  that  brcst ;  and  therefore  1  j<m  rctte' 
Ollowelh  him  thai  so  well  can  you  lead.  210 

1  told, 
leaven  ollitrr  thinj;  collateral, 
him  think  1  my  tal^  Torth  lu  hold. 
'1  of  his  joy  and  of  his  car^s  cold, 
all  his  work  as  touching  tliis  matter, 
sr  I  it  'gao,  I  will  thereto  refer.  317 

Within  ihc  Icnipie  went  him  forlh  playing, 
rhis  Troilus,  with  every  wight  about, 
On  this  lady  and  now  on  thai  looking, 
Whe'rso*  slic  were  of  town  or  of  without ; 
And  upon  case '  hefel  that  through  a  roiit ' 
{is  e>^  pierc6j,  and  so  deep  it  went 
rill  on  Creseid'  it  smoie,  and  there  it  stent,*         zi\ 

And  suddenly  for  wonder  wax'd  astonied. 
And  "gan  her  bet  "  behold  in  thrifty  wise  ;  " 
"^Omcro,  Cod!  thought  he,  where  hasuhouwonniid," 
.  an  so  (air  and  goodly  to  devise?" 
ewith  his  heart  began  to  spread  and  rise, 
soft  he  sighdd,  Icsi  men  might  him  hear, 
caught  again  his  former  playing  cheer.'*        231 
She  n'as  not  with  the  most  of  her  slaiure,'^ 
jl  all  her  limbL's  so  well  answering 
'ocn  to  womanhood,  that  cteiiturc 

— wlllislmHl.  iKi>.d-nfliui«.  •  Himiclvcn  lisl— 
MhchlniwlfiihiUB.  <  Wind— the  Hick  Is  betler  that  will  U-iid 
M  Krtn.  Ihui  thai  whkh  bnakt.  >  Rede— advise.  ■  Wlienu— 
■teho  «»     'Upon  ™«.   (tV.  Idiom)- by;  clwnce.    *  " 


rbat 
nieti 


rouUns  I  havf  Tcnlured  10  adopt,  as  aniwerlni;  brller  to 
tX.  iM 4^py  fnim  which  this  nlluon  has  bcrn  itfinled 
*.  ihp  ciuncler  of  bring  rcrbnily  thr  most  cutrrct 


That  in  hb  hearth  bottc 
Of  her  his  fix'd  and  deep 

And  though  he  erst  had  i 
Then  was  he  glad  his  hoi 
Unnethes  wist*  he  how  t( 

Lo  !  he  that  let  him  sel 
And  scorned  them  that  k) 
Was  full  unware  that  Lovi 
Within  the  subtle  stream^: 
That  suddenly  him  though 
Right  with  her  look  the  sp 
Blessed  be  Love,  that  thus 

She  thus  in  black,  lookin 
Over  all  thing  he  stood  for 
But  his  desire,  ne  wherefon 
He  neither  cheerd  made*  n^ 
But  from  afar,  his  manner  f 
On  other  thing  sometimes  1: 
And  eft"  on  her,  while  that 

And  after  this,  not  fullv  a 
Out  of  the  temple  easily  ne 
Repenting  him  that  ever  he 
Of  Lovds  folk,  lest  fully  the 
Of  scorn  fell  on  himseLf ;  bi 

*  MannicV.       —  - 
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*st  h  were  wisi  on  any  m^inner  side, 
%  woe  he  'g»n  dissimuten  and  bide.  2"}% 

When  he  was  from  (his  temple  thus  departed, 
Ic  straight  anon  unto  his  palace  lurnelh ; 
tiKhi  with  her  look  thorough  shotten  and  darted : 
IJI  feigned  he  in  lu^t  ■  that  he  sujdurncih, 
■j»d  all  his  cbeec  and  speech  also  hi;  bumeth, 
knd  ajre  of  Lovfs  servanls  evt-ry  while, 
limself  to  wry,  at  ihcm  he  'g.in  to  smile.  280 

And  uid;  "  Ah,  Lord  !  so  ye  live  all  in  lust, 
e  lovers,  for  the  eumiingest  of  you, 
hal  servcth  most  inlcniively  and  best, 
Kim  titc  as  often  harm  ihercnf  as  prow ;  < 
Your  hire  is  quit  aguin,  yea,  God  wot  \\avi, 
Jflot  well  for  well,  but  scorn  for  good  service ; 
'n  laith  your  order  is  ruidd  in  good  wise.  287 

*■  In  no  ccitdin*  be  your  observances, 
twi  It  in  a  few  sely  *  poini^s  be, 
le  nothing  nsketh  so  great  attendances 
Ai  dolh  your  l.iy,'  and  thai  knowcn  dll  ye ; 
Sut  that  is  not  the  worst,  as  may  I  the," 
■Rut  told  1  which  were  the  worst  point,  I  leave. 
Ail  sud  I  soth.'  ye  wouldcn  at  nie  grieve.  3(i4 

But  take  this ;  that  ye  lovers  oft  eschew. 
Or  elltfs  do  of  good  intcntidn. 
Full  oft  thy  lady  will  it  misconstrtie. 
And  deem  it  harm  in  her  opinion  ; 
And  yet  if  she  for  other  enchcson* 
Be  wroth,  then  shall  thou  have  a  groin'  anon  : 
tard  !  well  is  he  that  maybe  of  you  one!"  301 

It  for  all  this,  when  that  he  secth  his  time. 
He  held  liis  peace,  no  other  bote'"  him  gained, 
For  Love  bei,'au  his  feathers  so  to  hmc, 
That  well  unneth"  unto  his  folk  he  feigned 
Thai  other  busy  neediJs  him  distrained:" 
So  woe  was  he  that  wha[  lo  do  he  n'ist," 
Bui  bade  his  folk  to  go  where  as  iheni  lis'."  jcS 

And  when  that  he  in  chnmber  was  alone 
He  down  upon  his  bedd^s  feet  him  set, 
■I — iilttflirr.  "I'licht     •  A«  ]iroK— »i  much  hnrni  at  profit 
tjrUilL'i   Juki.     M.,ri.i.ii-   (Iij;)    crrlninly.     '  Scly  —  siiii|ilr. 
I  ihe-«»lii»ytliriv».    'All 
1      '  EochcsoD  —  ocewiiHi. 
-wid,   (Kr.   *^|,     "Well 
Liij.1  Mhcr   tiremt   matten 
1,  knew  not.    '''Lliau  Ust— 


m 


Ne  might  for  «,g^5r 

Thus  f  ^''^'*' ""'"  '^OK 
i  nus  argumented  he  in  h 

Full  unadvised  of  his  woe 

*  * 

Ne  him  foCei^t?^ 

T''- sixty  n„,iL":,-«- 

FoHuSSJ.'^^'on,.  day 
That  everearh  i?"  *'""=''«'' 

Andaycthi'n'^^.fK-^j 

*  # 

BuftoMi^!>:*<^'ep^se 


SL,T" 


.]      TROILUS  AND  CRESEfDA. 

bm  1  can,  now  would  to  God,  Creseid', 
wouUcn  on  me  nie  ere  that  I  died  ; 
y  dcar^  liean,  alas  '.  my  hclc,'  and  hue,^ 
-  '  "ic,  b  !o»t  but  ve  will  on  mc  rut." 
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Ail  other  drcadi^s  wcrcn  from  him  fieri 
ptb  of  th'assicgc  and  hia  salvati<in.* 
e'  in  bis  desire  no  other  fancy  bred 
□  this  conclusion. 
1  would  hiivL-  compassii'in, 
na  ne  to  be  her  man  white  he  may  dure  ; 
D  here  his  life,  and  from  his  death  his  eure.'       357 
The  sh.irpi  show'riJs  fell,  of  arm^s  preve  ° 

'   s  other  brethren  didfn, 
!e  made  him  only  therefore  on&  mevc,' 
Ad  yet  was  he,  where  so  men  went  or  ridden, 
bund  one  the  best,  and  longest  time  abided 
"here*  peril  was,  and  eke  did  such  travail 

mes  that  to  think  it  was  marvail.  J64 

But  for  no  hate  he  to  the  Greeks  had, 
e  also  for  the  rescue  of  the  town, 
le  iriAdc  him  thus  in  armds  for  to  mad,* 
hit  ordy  lo  \  for  this  conclusidn, 
To  liken '"  her  the  bee  for  his  renown ; 
Vom  day  to  day  In  armfs  so  he  sped 
That  all  the  Greekds  as  the  death  him  dread.       371 

And  from  this  forth  then  reft  him  love  his  sleep, 
And  made  his  meat  his  foe  ;  and  eke  his  sorrow 


rhcrcfore  a  title  he  'gan  him  to  borrow, 
)f  other  sickness,  lest  men  of  him  wcen'd 

It  the  hot  fire  of  cruel  love  him  brend;  "  3; 

And  said,  he  by  a  fever  far'd  amiss  : 
It  bow  il  was.  ccrlAin  I  cannot  say, 
If  ifaai  his  lady  understood  not  this, 
*>!  feign^  her  she  n'ist,"  one  of  the  twa; 

lut  well  read  I,  that  by  no  manner  way 
lie  seemed  it  as  if  she  on  him  raughl," 
3r  of  his  pain,  whatsoever  he  thought.  3! 

But  then  yfeli  this  Troilus  such  woe 
Dial  be  was  well  nigh  wood ;  '*  for  aye  his  dread 


•Hue 


ipleiion,     '  Rue— havr  plly.     *  SalJ 
mion.     '  Prcvp— proof     '  Mcvc — 


mXrtj. 

*  There— where-  *  M>d— mHdilca.  "liken  h«  — 1 
I  bdler.  "Toot  kw)  —  oUetvwJ ,  "  Brend  — In 
—ae  wUI.  knew  not.     "  Rmieht — eated.     "  Wood— 1 
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Was  this,  that  she  some  wight  had  lov^d  so 
That  ne'er  of  him  she  would  have  taken  heed, 
For  which  him  thought  he  felt  his  hearth  bleed ; 
Ne  of  his  woe  ne  durst  he  naught  begin 
To  tellen  her,  for  all  this  world  to  win.  39s;-' 

But  when  he  had  a  space  left  from  his  care, 
Thus  to  himself  full  oft  he  'gan  to  plain ; 
He  said;  " O  fool !  now  art  thou  in  the  snare 
That  whilom  japed^st  ^  at  lov^s  pain  ; 
Now  art  thou  hent,'  now  gnaw  thine  own^  chain : 
Thou  wert  aye  wont  each  lover  reprehend 
Of  thing  from  which  thou  canst  not  thee  defend.  399 

"  What  will  now  every  lover  say  of  thee 
If  this  be  wist  ? '  but  e'er  in  thine  absence 
Laughen  in  scorn,  and  say,  *  Lo  !  there  go*th  he ; 
That  is  the  man  of  so  great  sapience, 
That  held  us  lovers  least  in  reverence  : 
Now  thanked  be  God  he  may  go  on  the  dance 
Of  them,  that  Love  list  feebly  to  advance : '  406 

"  But  O  thou  woful  Troilus  !  God  would 
(Sith  thou  must  loven  through  thy  destiny) 
That  thou  beset  were  of  such  one  that  should 
Know  all  thy  woe,  .all  lacked  her  pity  !  * 
But  all  so  cold  in  love  toward^s  thee 
Thy  lady  is,  as  frost  in  winter  moon, 
And  thou  fordone,*  as  snow  in  fire  is  soon.  413 

"  God  would  I  were  arrivdd  in  the  port 
Of  death,  to  which  my  sorrow  will  me  lead ! 
Ah,  Lord !  to  me  it  were  a  great  comfdrt ; 
Then  were  I  quit  of  languishing  in  dread. 
For  by  my  hidd'n  sorrow  iblown  in  brede* 
I  shall  bejap^d  ^  be  a  thousand  time 
More  than  that  fool  of  whose  foU;^  men  rhyme.     420 

"  But  now  help  God,  and  ye  my  sweet,  for  whom 
I  plain ;  icaught  ye  never  wight  so  fast : 
O  mercy,  my  dear  heart !  and  help  me  from 
The  death,  for  I  while  that  my  life  may  last 
More  than  my  life  will  love  you  to  my  last ; 
And  with  some  friendly  look  gladd^th  me,  sweet ! 
Though  never  nothing  more  ye  me  behete."  *        427 

These  wordds  and  full  many*  another  mo 
He  spake,  and  called  ever  in  his  plaint 

^ Japcdest— jokedst.  •  Hent — caught.  'Wist  —  known,  accus- 
tomed. *  All  lacked  her  pity — wholly  wanting  her  pity.  *  Fordone 
— undone.  ^  Iblown  in  brede  —  blown  abroad.  '  Bejaped— be- 
fooled.   ^  Bebete — promise. 
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^^H  McT  mine,  to  lellen  unto  her  his  woe, 

^H  Till  nigh  liut  he  in  sali^  tears  was  drelnt:' 

^^V  ^U  was  for  naught :  she  heard  not  his  complaint ; 

^^1  .And  whm  thai  he  belhoughl  on  that  Ibllv, 

^^^  ^  thousand  fold  his  woe  'gan  multiply.  4^ 

^^1  llcwauling  in  his  chamber  thus  alone, 

^H  A  friend  of  his,  that  callifd  was  Pandare, 

^^^  Came  onrfs  in  unware,  and  heard  him  groan, 

^^V  And  saw  his  friend  in  such  distress  and  cnrc; 

^^1  *-  Alas  !  (quod  he)  who  causcih  all  this  fare  ? 

^^B  <}  mercy  God  I  what  unhap  may  (his  mean  ? 

^^P  Have  now  thus  soon  the  Greek^s  made  you  lean.'  44[ 

"  Or  hast  thou  some  remorse  of  conscience  ? 
And  an  now  fall  in  some  dcvotidn, 
And  wailest  for  thy  sin  and  thine  olTencc, 
And  hast,  forfear'd,'  ycaughi  contrition  ? 

|(k>d  save  them  that  besieged  have  our  town. 
That  so  can  lay  our  jollity  on  press,' 
And  bring  our  lusty  folk  to  holiness  !  "  448 

These  wprdes  siud  he  for  the  nonds  all.' 
That  with  such  thing  he  might  him  angry  mikcn. 
And  with  his  anger  do  his  sorrow  fall 
As  for  a  lime,  and  his  courage  awaken ; 
Rut  well  wist  he.  as  far  as  tongui5s  spcaken, 
There  n'as  a  m.in  of  grc.iter  hardiness 
Than  he,  nc  more  desired  worthiness,  455 

'•  What  cnse '  (quod  Troilus)  or  what  dventure 

Hath  guided  thee  lo  see  me  languishing. 

That  am  rcfdsc  of  cvcrj-  creiture  ? 
Bui  for  the  love  of  God.  at  my  praying. 
Go  hence  away,  for  certfa  my  dying 
Win  thee  disease.*  and  [  must  ncedds  die, 
Therefore  go  way  ;  there  is  no  more  to  say.  463 

"  But  if  ihou  ween  '  I  l>c  thus  sick  for  dre.id, 
It  is  not  so,  and  therefore  scorn  me  not ; 
There  is  another  thing  I  take  of  heed 
Well  more  than  aught  the  Greekis  have  yet  wrought, 
Wlucfa  cause  is  of  my  death  for  sorrow  and  thought ; 
But  though  ihat  I  now  tell  it  ihcc  nc  lest." 
_  B«  thou  Bol  wroth  ;  1  hide  it  for  the  best."  469 

led.  '  Forieor'd  —  terrified.  *  Our  iolliiy  on 
prtsi  upon,  at  crush,  uur  mirth.  *  For  tb« 
le  ocension.  *  Cait — rh*nc«.  ■  Diioue— ill*- 
lina(Uie.    >  Nc  IcU—but  allhouch   1  iU>  doI 


«i' 


thy 

Then  *gan  this  sorrow 
And  said  him  thus  ;  "  C 
To  tellcn  thee,  for  sith  i 
Yet  will  I  tell  it  thee,  th. 
And  well  wot  I  thou  ma' 
But  lest  thou  deem  that 
Now  hearken  friend,  for 

"  Lovd,  against  the  whi 
Him  selven  most,  him  aK 
With  despair  so  sorely  m 
That  straight  unto  the  dej 
Thereto  desire  so  burning 
That  to  be  slain  it  were  a 
To  me  than  king  of  Greec 

"  Suflficeth  this,  my  full> 
That  I  have  said,  for  now 
And  for  the  love  of  God,  i 
So  hide  it  well,  I  told  it  n< 
For  harm^s  mighten  folloi 
If  it  were  wist ;  but  be  the 
And  let  me  starve  unknot 

'^  How  hast  thou  thus  ui 
Hid  this  from  me,  thou  fo< 
Par^venture  thou  may'st  f 
That  min«>  »»''—• 
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"Ye*,  TroUus,  ivow  hearken  (quod  Pandare). 
Tluiue^  I  be  nice,'  it  happeth  oficn  so, 
That  one  that  of  axds*  doih  full  ill  fare, 
By  good  counsel  can  keep  his  friend  thcrefro ; 
1  bavc  myself  yseen  a  blind  man  go 
There*  its  he  fell  which  that  cguld  looken  wide : 
A  fiool  may  eke  a  wi&c  man  often  guide.  518 

"  If  God  will  ihou  an  nauglit  aghusi*  of  me 
Lest  I  wtiiild  of  thy  lady  ihec  beguile  ; 
Thou  wo'sl '  thyself  whom  thai  1  love  pardic. 
As  I  best  can,  gone  siihen  °  longd  while, 
And  sith  ihou  wo'si  1  do  ii  for  no  wile, 
Anil  silh  I  am  he  thai  thou  trusteth  most, 
TeU  me  somewhat,  since  all  my  woe  thou  wo'sl."  525 

Y«  Troilus  for  all  this  no  wordd  said, 
Bui  long  he  lay  as  still  as  he  dead  were  ; 
And  after  this,  with  silung  he  abrjid,' 
And  to  Pandinis'  voice  he  lent  his  ear, 
And  up  his  eycn  cast  he ;  and  then  in  fear 
\ias  randarus  lest  that  in  a  frcnz^ 
He  should  yfall,  or  ellds  sooni*  die  ;  53: 

t  ■  lengthy  iirguincnl  t.n&  penuasion  on  the  pari  of  Pandarus, 
for  Itic  (HiriKisc  of  pcrHinding  his  friend  lo  discloK  the  uime 
~"  '    '  '      that  be  ni3v.  if  pouible.  forward  his  suit : 

tig  the  confidence  of  Truilus  by  drclanng. 
Jl  thy  *omm, 
oe  ibine  lu-morrow.  ] 

"  Look  up  I  say,  and  tell  me  what  she  is 
Anon,  thai  I  may  go  about  thy  need. 
Know  1  her  aughi  ?  for  my  love  tell  ine  this. 
Then  would  1  hope  the  rather  (or  lo  speed." 
Then  "gan  the  vcm  of  Troilus  to  bleed, 
For  he  was  hit,  and  wax'd  all  red  for  shame. 
"Aha!  (quod  Pandare)  here  bcginncth  game."     539 

And  with  that  word  he  'gan  him  for  to  shake. 
And  Slid  him  thus  ;  "ThieMhou  shall  her  namd  tell;" 
But  iheo  'gan  sely°  Troilus  for  lo  tjuakc, 
At  ihoitsh  men  should  have  had  him  into  hell, 
And  said,  "  Alas  I  of  all  my  woe  the  well,* 
Then  is  my  sweet^  foe  eallW  Creseid';" 
And  well  nigh  with  that  word  for  fear  he  died.      546 

hta  -,  bollilL  •  A»ei.  (fr.  aaii)  —  ■«!*.  '  'nine  —  where, 
hut— «ra>id.  '  Wo  ii— knowoi.  '  Sullen— since.  '  Abald 
niltfd.    •  Stly— ilmplc.    •  Well-spring, 
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And  when  that  Pandare  heard  her  nam^  neven,^ 
Lord  !  he  was  glad,  and  say^d  ;  ^  Friend  so  dear, 
Now  fare  a-right,  for  Jovds  name  in  heaven 
Love  hath  beset  thee  well :  be  of  good  cheer, 
For  of  good  name,  and  wisdom,  and  mann^, 
She  hath  enough,  and  eke  of  gentleness : 
If  she  be  fair  thou  wo*st'  thyself  I  guess.  5 

"  Ne  never  saw  I  a  more  bounteous 
Of  her  estate,  ne  gladder,  ne  of  speech 
A  friendlier,  ne  none  more  gracious 
For  to  do  well,  ne  less  had  need  to  seech 
What  for  to  do,  and  all  this  bet  to  eche* 
In  honour  to  as  far  as  she  may  stretch : 
A  king^s  heart  seemeth  by  hers  a  wretch.  5 

"  And  forthy*  look  of  good  comfdrt  thou  be, 
For  certainly  the  firstd  point  is  this 
Of  noble  courage,  and  well  ordain^  thee 
A  man  to  have  peace  with  himself  iwis ;' 
So  oughtest  thou,  for  naught  but  good  it  is 
To  loven  well  and  in  a  worthy  place ; 
Thee  ought  not  to  clepen  it  hap  but  grace.*  5 

"  And  also  think,  and  therewith  gladden  thee, 
That  sith  thy  lady  virtuous  is  all. 
So  foUoweth  it  that  there  is  some  pit^ 
Among^s  all  these  other  in  general, 
And,  for  they  see  that  thou  m  special 
Requirest  naught  that  is  against  her  name, 
For  Virtue  stretcheth  not  himself  to  shame.  5 

"  But  well  is  me  that  ever  I  was  bom, 
That  thou  beset  art  in  so  good  a  place  ; 
For  by  my  truth  in  love  I  durst  have  sworn 
Thee  should  nev^r  have  tidde  so  fair  a  grace  ; ' 
And  wot'  you  why  ?  for  thou  were  wont  to  chase 
At  Love  in  scorn,  and  for  despite  him  call 
Saint  Idiot,  lord^  of  these  fool<^s  alL  5 

"  How  often  hast  thou  made  thy  nic^  japes  ?' 
And  said  that  Lovds  servants  evereach  one 
Of  nicety  •  be  very  goddds  apes, 
And  some  of  them  would  munch  their  meat  alone 
Ligging*®  a-bed,  and  make  them  for  to  groan, 

*  Nevcn — named.  •  Wo'st,  wottest— knowest.  '  Bet  to  ccJm 
belter  to  increase.  *  Forthy — therefore.  *  Iwis — certainly.  •  1 
grace — you  ought  not  to  call  it  chance  but  favour.  '  Fair  a  gn 
— so  fiair  a  fortime  should  never  have  happened  to  you.  *  N 
japes— siUy  jokes.    »  Nicety— foUy.    w  Urging— ly^g. 
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And  some  thou  saidcst  had  a  blaoch  fevere, 

I  And  praiidcsl  God  they  should  ncv^r  kivifrt-:'         587 

"  And  >omc  of  ihcm  look  on  them  for  ihe  cold 
^torc  ihan  enough  ;  so  saidcsi  thou  full  oft, 
.^nd  Minie  h^ivc  feigned  often  time,  and  told 
M*»w  (hat  ihty  waken  when  they  slccpen  soft, 
.And  thus  ihcy  would  have  set  them  seif  aloft, 
And  n3thi!1c3s  were  under  at  the  last : 
Thus  saidcst  thou,  and  Japedest  full  fast.  594 

"  Yet  saidcst  thon  that  for  the  morS  part 
These  lovers  woulden  speak  in  general. 
And  thoughtcn  that  it  was  a  siker'  art 
For  failing,  for  t'  essayen  over  all : 
Now  may  I  jape  of  thee  if  that  I  shall : 
But  itath^less  although  that  1  should  dey 
Thou  ne  an  none  of  those  I  dare  well  say.  601 

"  Now  beat  thy  breast,  and  say  to  god  of  Love, 
'Thy  grace,  O  Lord  !  for  now  I  me  repent 
If  I  misspake,  for  now  myself  1  love ;' 
Thus  say  with  all  ihy  hcan  in  good  intent." 
(juod  Troilus,  "  Ah  Lord  !  I  mc  consent, 
Aid  pray  to  thee  my  jiipyJs'  ihou  forgive. 
And  I  no  more  will  jape  while  that  1  live."  6og 

*■  Thou  say'sl  well,  (quod  Pandirel  and  now  1  hope 
That  thou  the  godd^s  wrath  b»st  all  appcas<5d ; 
And  siihcn  thou  hasi  wcpten  many'  a  drop. 
And  said  such  thing  wherewith  ihy  god  is  plcasi^d, 
Now  would  God  never  but  that  thou  were  eas^d. 
And  think  well  she  of  whom  rest  all  thy  woe,* 
Hereafter  may  thy  comfort  be  also.  615 

"  For  thilkd  ground  that  bcareth  the  weed^s  wick' 
Bcar'th  ckc  these  wholesome  herb^s  as  full  oft. 
And  next  lo  the  foul  nelile  rough  and  thick 
The  rose  ywaxcih  sote,"  and  smootli,  and  soft. 
And  ncKt  the  valley  is  the  hill  aloft, 
And -next  the  darkc  night  is  the  glad  morrow, 
And  also  joy  is  next  the  fine'  of  sorrow.  632 

-  Now  look  thai  well  attemper'  be  thy  bridle, 
And  for  the  best  aye  suffer"  to  the  tide. 
Or  cllfs  all  our  labour  is  on  idle ; " 
He  hasteth  welt  that  wisely  can  abide. 
B«  diligent  and  true,  and  aye  well  hide : 


'  KI*(Te — r«ovCT. 


'Sitrr-»ufc.  'Jupt— jcfl.  'All  Ihy  won 
ihc  In  whom  all  yout  mttow  ccolns.  '  Wick 
fcl.  '  Hoc— md.  •  Attcmpm  —  lempenMe, 
On  \A\r-~v\  niin. 


Hope  alway  wdl ;  for, 
Or  overhaste  do  both  c 
I  hope  of  this  to  makci 

"  And  wo'st  thou  wh> 
Of  this  matter  with  my 
For  this  have  I  heard  s; 
Was  never  man  or  worn 
That  was  unapt  to  suffei 
Celestial,  or  ell^s  love  of 
Forthy*®  some  grace  I  h 

"  And  for  to  speak  of  I 
Her  beauty  to  bethinken 
It  sit  her  not"  to  be  celej 
As  yet,  though  that  her  b 
And  tru^ly  it  sit  her  well 
A  worthy  knight  to  loven 
And,  but  she  do,"  1  hold 

"  Wherefore  I  am,  and 
To  painen'*  me  to  do  yoi 
For  both  of  you  to  please 
Hereafterward^s,  for  ye  b 
And  connen  counsel  keep 
That  no  man  shall  the  wi 
And  so  we  may  be  gladd* 
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*"  And,  by  my  tniih,  I  have  right  now  of  thee 
A  good  conceit  in  my  wit  as  I  guess, 
And  what  it  is  1  will  now  that  thou  see ; 
1  think  ihiu  siihcn'  Love  of  his  goodness 
~"*"'h  ihee  cnnvcncd  out  of  wickedness, 

u  shalt  be  the  besii^  post,  I  'IJcve, 
H  his  lay,"  and  most  his  foin  gficvc.*  67 1 

tnpic  why,  sec  now  these  greatrf  clerks, 

rm  aldcmiosi'  :igainst  all  law, 

'itod  been  converted  from  their  wicked  works 
Through  grace  of  God,  tJiat  list  them  lo  him  draw, 
Then  are  they  folk  thai  have  most  God  in  awe. 
And  strongest  faith^d  be  I  understand. 
And  can  an  error  alderbest*  withstand."  67S 

When  Tniiiu^  had  heard  Pandare  assented 
To  be  his  Itclp  in  loving  of  Creseid' 
He  wau'd  of  woe,  as  who  saith.  unlormentcd,'' 
But  hotter  wax'd  his  love ;  and  (hen  he  said 
^^'tth  sober  cheer,  as  though  his  heart  yplay'd, 
-  Now  blissful  Venus!  help  ere  that  I  sterve.' 
Of  ihec.  f'andarc,  I  now  some  thank'  desene.      685 

"  ttui,  deard  friend,  how  shall  my  woe  be  less 
Till  tliis  be  done  ?  and,  good  now,  tell  me  this, 
How  wilt  thou  say  of  me  and  my  distress, 
Lest  she  be  wroth  ?  this  dread  i  most  iwis,' 
Or  vnll  not  hearen  all  how  thai  it  is: 
All  this  dread  I,  and  eke  for  the  mannfre 
Of  ihee,  her  cme,'"  she  n'il"  no  such  thing  hear."  692 


Why,  Lord :  I  hate  of  thee  the  nici?  fare ; " 

Why  intermit  "  of  that  thou  hast  10  done? 

Fof  Godd^  love  I  biddif  thee  a  boon  ;  '* 

So  let  me'  Hlone,  and  it  shall  be  thy  best." 

"  Why,  friend,  (quod  hcj  then  do  right  as  ihee  lest :  699 

■*  Bui  hart,  Pandare.  one  word,  for  I  nc  would 
That  thou  in  me  wecned'st''  so  great  fi^^ 

■OTall  hiilax—lhnl  ihou  will  be  the  beil  lup- 
hl»  prolnslan,  '  Foai  grieve  —  and  niosl  ■nony 
matAr*.  •  Alclrnn(»l~^HHl  of  all.  ^  Alilerbcst— l«t  of  all. 
Ualnnuvnlnl  nurd  <iu  «ie  may  ar)  lUiiormental  in  hit  *ix, 
t  hli  mtiuw  iln^nasul.  '  Slfrve--«lie.  •  Thant — rrw^tid  '  [wis 
-tnlnilh.  '•Fjn.^Boclr  "  N'il -will  not.  U  Nice  ran~-l  hale 
foaluh  brtiivloui.  "  Intcrwiil —interpose,  moddle  with. 
At  thfT  a  Imon—  I  iB(uc9t  at  >  ^raui  uf  JfOu.    ■*  Wevoetl'it 


I  MM.  Ibi 
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That  to  my  lady  I  desiren  should 
That  toucheth  harm  or  any  villainy  ;  * 
For  dred^less'  me  lever*  were  to  die 
Than  she  of  me  aught  ellds  understood 
But  that  that  might  ysounen  into  good.** 

Then  laugh'd  this  Pandare,  and  anon  answ^r'd ; 
"  And  I  thy  borrow*  ?  *  fie  !  no  wight  doth  but  so  : 
I  ne  raught^  not  although  she  stood  and  h^ird 
How  that  thou  sa/st :  but  farewell,  I  will  go  : 
Adieu ;  be  glad :  God  speed  us  both^  two  ! 
Give  me  this  labour  and  this  business, 
And  of  my  speed  be  thine  all  the  sweetness."        713 

Then  Troilus  on  knees  *gan  down  to  fall, 
And  Pandare  in  his  armds  hent'  him  fast 
And  said,  "  Now  fie  upon  the  Greek^s  all ! 
Yet  pardie  God  shall  helpen  at  the  last. 
And  dred^less®  if  that  my  life  may  last, 
And  God  tofom,^  lo  !  some  of  them  shall  smart ; 
And  yet  me'  think*th  that  this  avaunt  m'astart'®  720 

"  And  now,  Pandare,  I  can  no  mor<5  say, 
But  thou  wis,"  thou  wo'st  thou  may'st :  thou  art  all ; 
My  Hfe,  my  death,  whole  in  thine  hand  I  lay ; 
Help  me,"  (quod  he).    "  Yes,  by  my  truth  I  shall." 
"  God  yield  thee,*'  friend,  and  this  in  special, 
(Quod  Troilus)  that  thou  me  reconmiand 
To  her  that  may  me  to  the  death  command."        727 

This  Pandarus  then,  desirous  to  serve 
His  full  friendd,  then  said  in  this  mann^re ; 
"  Farewell,  and  think  I  will  thy  thank  deserve ; 
Have  here  my  truth,  and  that  thou  shalt  well  hear:** 
And  went  his  way  thinking  on  this  mattdre, 
And  how  he  best  might  her  beseech  of  grace, 
And  find  a  leisure  thereto  and  a  place.  734 

For  every  wight  that  hath  a  house  to  found. 
He  runneth  not  the  work  for  to  begin 
With  rakel  hand,  but  he  will  bide  a  stound," 
And  send  his  hearths  line  out  from  within. 
Thus  alderfirst  **  his  purpose  for  to  win, 

*  Villainy  —  discourtesy.  '  Dredeless— doubtless.  *  Lever- 
rather.  *  Ysounen  into  good  —  be  consonant  with  goodness. 
*  Borrow — pledge,  guarantee.  •  Raught — cared.  '  Hent — held. 
**  Dredeless — doubtless.  •  God  tofom — before  God.  *•  M'astart— 
that  this  boast  escaped  me.  >^  Thou  wis — thoudirect,  thou  knowest 
that  thou  may'st.  *•  God  yield  thee— God  reward  thee.  "A 
stound— with  rash  hand,  but  he  will  pause  awhile.  '*  Aklofint— 
first  of  all. 
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As  this  Panddrus  in  his  hearths  thought 

13  id  cast  his  work  full  wisely  ere  he  wrought        741 

But  Troilus  lay  then  no  longer  down, 
Dut  up  anon  gat  upon  his  steeds  bay, 
And  in  the  field  he  played  the  lidun ; 
AVoe  was  that  Greek  that  with  him  met  that  day  :  » 
And  in  the  town  his  manner  then  forth  aye ' 
So  goodly  was,  and  gat  him  so  in  grace, 
That  each  him  lov'd  that  looked  in  his  face.  748 

For  he  becamen  the  most  friendly  wight, 
The  gentlelest,  and  eke  the  most^  free,* 
The  trustiest,  and  one  the  best^  knight. 
That  in  his  tim^  was  or  else  might  be  : 
Dead  were  his  jap^s  *  and  his  cruelty, 
Dead  his  high  porte  ^  and  all  his  manner  strange, 
And  each  of  them  'gan  for  a  virtue  change.  755 

Now  let  us  stint  of  Troilus  astound,* 
That  fareth  like  a  man  that  hurt  is  sore, 
And  is  somedcal  of  aking  of  his  wound 
Ylessed  well,*  but  healed  no  deal  more  ; 
And,  as  an  easy  patient,  the  lore 
Abite^  of  him  that  go'th  about  his  cure ; 
And  thus  he  driveth  forth  his  dventure.  762 
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Out  of  these  blacks  wawds'  let  us  sail, 
O  wind,  O  wind  !  the  weather  'ginncth  clear. 
For  in  the  sea  the  boat  hath  such  travdil 
Of  my  conning,  that  unneth  ®  I  it  steer  : 
This  sea  clepe  ^^  1  the  tempestuous  mattdre 
Of  deep  despair  that  Troilus  was  in  ; 
But  now  of  hope  the  kalendds  begin.  7 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  -it 

In  May,  that  mother  is  of  mondths  glad. 
That  the  fresh  flowVes  all,  blue,  white,  and  red, 
Be  quick"  again,  that  winter  dead  had  made. 
And  full  of  balm  is  fleeting  **  every  mead, 
WTien  Phoebus  doth  his  brightd  beamds  spread 

'Then  forth  aye  — from   that   time  forth.     *  Free  —  bountiful. 

*  Japes— iestings.  *  High  portc — haughtv  carriage.  *  Astound— 
awhile.  •  Ylessed  well-much  relieved.  'The  lore  abite—irusteth 
in  the  knowledge.      •*  Wawes  —  waves.      •   Unneth  —  scarcely. 

*  C*lcpe — call.     "  Quick-  alive.     "  Fleeting— floating. 
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Right  in  the  whit^  Bull,  it  so  betid,'  ^» 

As  I  shall  sing,  on  May^s  day  the  thrid,* 

That  Pandarus,  for  all  his  wis^  speech, 
Felt  eke  his  part  of  Lov^  shottds  keen. 
That  could  he  ne'er  so  well  of  loving  preach 
*     It  made  his  hue  all  day  full  often  green ; 
So  shope  it '  that  him  fell  that  day  a  teen  * 
In  love,  for  which  in  woe  to  bed  he  went, 
And  made  ere  it  were  day  full  many'  a  went* 

The  swallow,  Progn^,  with  a  sorrowful  lay,     ^^ 
When  morrow  came,  *gan  make  her  waCmenting^^ 
Why  she  forshapen '  was  ;  and  ever  lay 
Pandare  abed  half  in  a  slumbering, 
Till  she  so  nigh  him  made  her  waimenting,* 
How  Tereus  'gan  forth  her  sister  take  ; 
That  with  the  noise  of  her  he  'gan  awake,  ^ 

And  to  call,  and  dressen'  him  up  to  rise, 
RemcmVring  him  his  errand  was  to  done 
From  Troilus,  and  eke  his  great  emprise, 
And  cast,  and  knew  in  good  plight  was  the  moou 
To  do  voydge,  and  took  his  way  full  soon 
Unto  his  niece's  palace  there  beside  : 
Now  Janus,  god  of  Entry,  thou  him  guide  !  35 

When  he  was  come  unto  his  niece's  place, 
"  Where  is  my  lady  ?  "  to  her  folk  quod  he ; 
And  they  him  told,  and  he  forth  in  'gan  pace, 
And  found  two  other  ladies  sit,  and  she 
Within  a  pav^d  parlour,  and  they  three 
Hearden  a  maiden  them  readen  the  geste* 
Of  the  siege  of  Thebes,  whilst  them  list**  42 

''  Madam,  quod  Pandare,  God  you  save  and  see," 
With  all  your  book  and  all  the  company  !  " 
"  Eh  !  uncle  mine,  welcome  iwis,"  "  quod  she ; 
And  up  she  rose,  and  by  the  hand  in  hie  " 
She  took  him  fast,  and  say^d,  **  This  night  thric  '* 
(To  good  may  it  yturn)  of  you  I  met ;  "  " 
And  with  that  word  she  down  on  bench  him  set    49 

"  Yea,  niece,  ye  shallen  faren  well  the  bet,** 
If  God  will,  all  this  year,  quod  Pandarus, 

>  Betid  —  happened.  «  Thrid  — third.  »  Shope  it  —befell  'iL 
*  Teen — ^grief.  *  Went — turn,  tossing.  •  Waimenting—  hunentm- 
tion.  '  Forshapen  —  transformed.  *  Dressen  —  prepare.  *  Geste 
— history.  '•  Them  list — they  listened.  "  And  see — and  keep 
you  in  his  sight.  ^  Iwis — in  truth.  "  In  hie — in  haste.  ^*  Thric 
—thrice.    »*^Mct— dreamed.    >»  Bet— better. 
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liut  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  you  let  ^ 

Xo  hearken  of  your  book  ye  praisen  thus  : 

F"or  Godd^s  love  what  saith  it  ?  tell  it  us  : 

I  s  it  of  love  ?  some  good  ye  may  me  lere."  ' 

*'  Uncle,  quod  she,  your  mistress  is  not  here."         56 

With  that  they  'gonnen  laugh,  and  then  she  said, 
**  This  rdmance  is  of  Thebes  that  we  read, 
.And  we  have  heard  how  that  King  Laius  died 
Through  CEdipus  his  son,  and  all  the  deed  ; 
.And  here  we  stinten*  at  these  letters  rede 
Xiow  the  bishop,  as  the  book  can  tell, 
Amphiorax,  fell  through  the  ground. to  hell."  63 

Quod  Pandarus,  "  All  this  know  I  myselve, 
And  all  th'  assiege  of  Thebes  and  the  care, 
For  hereof  been  there  maked  book^s  twelve  : 
But  let  be  this,  and  tell  me  how  ye  fare  : 
Do'  way  your  barbe,*  and  show  your  fac^  bare  ; 
Do'  way  your  book :  rise  up  and  let  us  dance, 
And  let  us  do  to  May  some  dbservance."  70 

"  Eh  !  God  forbid !  quod  she.    What !  be  ye  mad.^ 
Is  that  a  widow's  life,  so  God  you  save  } 
Pardie  you  maken  me  right  sore  adread  ; 
Ye  be  so  wild  it  seemeth  as  ye  rave  : 
It  sat ^  me  well  better  aye  in  a  cave 
To  bide,  and  read  on  holy  saint^s  lives  : 
Let  maidens  go  to  dance,  and  young^  wives."  77 

"  As  ever  thrive  I,  quod  this  Pandarus, 
Yet  could  I  tell  a  thing  to  do  you  play." 
**  Now  uncle  dear^,  quod  she,  tell'th  it  us 
For  Godd^s  love  :  is  then  th'  assiege  away  } 
I  am  of  Greek<5s  fear'd  so  that  1  dey."® 
**  Nay,  nay,  quod  he,  as  ever  may  I  thrive, 
It  is  a  thing  well  better  than  such  five."'  84 

"  Yea,  holy  God !  quod  she,  what  thing  is  that } 
What !  better  than  such  five  1    Eh  I  nay  iwis  ;  ® 
For  all  this  world  ne  can  I  reden*  what 
It  should  ybe  :  some  jape*®  I  trow  it  is ; 
And  but "  yourselven  tell  us  what  it  is 
My  wit  is  for  t'  arede  it  all  too  lean  :  *" 
As  help  me  God  I  n'ot"  what  that  ye  mean."         91 

*  Let  —  prevented.  •  Lere  —  inform.  '  Stinten  —  stopped. 
'BtotMB—hood.  *  Sat— became.  •  Dey— die.  '  Such  five  —  five 
tfbli.  •  Iwis— indeed.  »  Reden— tell.  >•  Jape— jest.  "  But— un- 
tm,  >«  Too  lean—my  wit  is  too  spare  to  interpret  it.  "  N'ot— 
oKmnot 


she  i 
"  Now,  uncle  mine,  I  i 

Nor  asking  that,  that  n 

So  after  this  with  ma 
And  friendly  talds,  and 
Of  this  and  that  they  sp 
In  many  an  uncouth,  gla 
As  friendds  do  when  the^^ 
Till  she  *gan  asken  him  1 
That  was  the  town(5s  wall 

"  Full  well,  I  thank  it  G 
Save  in  his  arm  he  hath  a 
And  eke  his  freshd  brother 
To  the  wise  worthy  Hectoi 
In  whom  that  every  virtue 
As  a\\6  truth  and  all(5  gentj 
Wisdom,  hondur,  freedom, 

"In  good  faith,  eme,*®  q 
They  fardn  well ;  God  sav< 
P  or  truly  I  hold  it  a  great 
A  kingds  son  in  armds  well 
And  be  of  good  conditions 
For  grcatd  pow  r  and  mora 
Is  seld*  iseen  in  one  persdn 
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As  any  men  that  liven  under  sun  ; 
Thdr  might  iswideiknown  and  what  the}' connc'  133 

"  Of  Hector  needeth  nothing  for  to  tel! ; 
In  all  this  world  there  n*is  a  better  knight 
Than  he,  that  is  cf  worthiness  ihc  wcU,' 
And  he  well  more  of  virtue'  hath  than  might, 
Tliis  Lnoweth  many'  a  wise  and  worthy  knight : 
And  the  same  praise  of  Troilus  I  say : 
God  help  me,  so  I  know  not  suchd  tway."  140 

"  Pardie,  quod  she,  of  Hector  that  is  solh,' 
And  of  Troilus  the  sam^  thing  trow  I. 
For  drediiless*  men  tcUeth  thai  he  doth 
la  arm^  day  by  day  so  worthily. 
And  bcar'ih  him  here  at  hom^  so  gently 
To  cv'ry  wight,  that  alltf  praise  hath  he 
Of  them  that  mc  were  Icvest  prais<!d  be,"'  147 

"  Yc  say  right  soth  Iwis,'  quod  Pandarus, 
For  yesterday  whoso  had  with  him  been 
Mighten  have  wond'red  upon  Troilus  ; 
For  never  yet  so  thick  a  swarm  of  been* 
Ne  flew,  as  Crcck^s  from  him  'gonnen  flccn, 
And  through  the  tield  in  every  wight^  car 
There  was  no  cry  but  'Troilus  is  therel'  154 

"  Now  here,  now  there,  he  hunted  them  so  fast, 
There  n'as  but  Uteekds  blood  and  Troilus  ; 
Now  him  he  hurt,  and  him  all  down  he  cast  ; 
Aye  where  he  went  it  was  arrayed  thus : 
He  was  their  death,  and  shield  and  life  for  us, 
Thai  as  that  day  there  durst  him  none  withstand 
While  that  he  held  his  bloody  sword  in  hand        161 

"  Thereto  he  is  the  friendiliest  man 
Of  ETcat  estate  that  e'er  T  saw  my  live, 
And  where  he  list,  the  best  fclMwship  can 
To  such  as  he  thinketh  able  to  thrive."^ 
And  with  that  word  then  Pandarus  as  blive"> 
He  look  his  leave,  and  said,  "  1  will  go  hen." 
"  Nay,  blame  have  I ,  mine  uncle,  quod  she  then.  [68 

"What  ailelh  you  to  be  thus  weary  soon. 
And  namely  of  women  will  jc  so  ? 

■  Conor- -uv  capable  of.  '  Wdl— founlain.  "Virtue — eoum(re. 
'SolJi— tnit  '  Dr«iele»»— doubilcM.  •  Lcvest  invised  lie— he  is 
nun]  bj  nil  thoie,  <A  whom  I  ihould  moM  dcalre  to  tic  pntaed. 
*  iioUi  iwt\  —  yiu  crrtainly  uy  Irue.  '  Been  ~  bees.  *  Able  to 
Uun* — and  whrre  ho  pleajcs.  he  is  able  10  allord  ihe  bcsi  com- 
— , — ■.._  ,g  j^ji,  ^  Yx   thinis  alilc  tu  thnvc.     '"  UUire— briskly. 
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Nay,  sitteth  down ;  pardie  I  have  to  done^ 
With  you,  to  speak  of  wisdom*  ere  ye  go :  * 
And  every  wight  that  was  about  them  tho  • 
That  heard^  that,  'gan  far  away  to  stand. 
While  they  two  had  all  that  them  list  in  hand. 

When  that  her  tale  all  brought  was  to  an  end 
Of  her  estate  and  of  her  governance ; 
Quod  Pandarus,  "  Now  time  is  that  I  wend,* 
But  yet  I  say,  Ariseth,  let  us  dance. 
And  cast  your  .widow's  habit  to  mischance ; 
What  list  you  thus  yourself  to  disfigdre, 
Sith  you  is  tidde  ^  so  glad  an  dventure  ?  "  i8 

"  But  well  bethought ;  for  love  of  God,  quod  she, 
Shall  I  not  weeten  •  what  ye  mean  of  this  ?  " 
"  No,  this  thing  asketh  leisure  then,  quod  he. 
And  eke  it  me  would  full  much  grieve  iwis, 
If  I  it  told  and  ye  it  took  amiss  : 
Yet  were  it  bet  my  tongue  to  holden  still 
Than  say  a  soth  ^  that  were  against  your  wilL        i 

"  For,  niec^  mine,  by  the  godd^s  Minerve, 
And  Jupiter,  that  mak'th  the  thundering. 
And  by  the  blissful  Venus  that  I  serve, 
Ye  be  the  woman  in  this  world  living, 
Withouten  paramours,  to  my  weeting  • 
That  I  best  love,  and  lothest  am  to  grieve, 
And  that  ye  weeten  well  yourself  I  'heve."  •  196 

"  Iwis,  mine  uncle,  quod  she,  grand  mercy ! 
Your  friendship  have  I  founden  ever  yet ; 
I  am  to  no  man  'holden  tru^y 
So  much  as  you,  and  have  so  little  quit ;  *• 
And,  with  the  grace  of  God,  emforth  my  wit,*' 
As  in  my  guilt  I  shall  you  ne'er  offend, 
And  if  I  have  ere  this,  I  will  amend.  203 

"  But  for  the  love  of  God  I  you  beseech, 
As  ye  be  he  that  I  love  most  and  trist," 
Let  be  to  me  your  frem^d''  manner  speech, 
And  say  to  me  your  niece  what  so  you  list" 
And  with  that  word  her  uncle'  anon  her  kiss'd. 
And  said  ;  *'  Gladly,  my  lev(5  ^*  niece  so  dear ! 
Take  it  for  good  that  I  shall  say  you  here."  210 

*  I  have  to  done — I  have  business  with  you.  '  Of  wisdom— of 
importance.  '  Tho — then.  *  Wend — go.  *  Tidde — befallen. 
•  Weeten— know.  ^  Soth— truth.  *  Weeting— thinking.  •  'Ucte 
— believe.  '"  Quit — requited.  "  Emforth  my  wit — to  the  utmost 
of  my  understanding.  ^  Trist — trust.  '*  Ftemed — ttiaofe. 
"  Leve — beloved,  dear. 
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Wiih  ihai  she  'gan  her  eyen  down  lo  cast, 
.Aim)  I'andanis  to  cough  b^an  a  lite,' 
And  say^d  ;  "  Niece,  alway.  lo  i  to  ihe  last, 
How  so  it  be  that  some  men  them  delight 
Wtih  subtle  an  llicir  talds  for  i'  indite. 
Vet  for  all  that,  in  their  intentidn 
Tbcir  ta}e  is  all  for  some  conclusion. 

"  And  sith  the  end  is  every  talfs  strength, 
And  this  matter  is  so  behovfly.* 
What  should  1  paint  or  drawen  it  on  length 
To  you  that  be  iny  friend  so  faithfully  ?" 
Ami  with  that  word  he  'gan  right  inwardly 
Beholden  her,  and  looken  in  her  face. 
And  said;  "On  such  mirrrtr  much  goodtf  grace!"' 

Then  thought  he  thus  ;  if  I  my  talc  indite 
Aughl  hardy',  or  make  a  process  any  white, 
Sht  shall  no  savour  have  therein  but  lite,' 
And  trow,  1  would  her  in  my  will  beguile; 
For  tender  wittrfs  weenen  all  be  wile ' 
Whereas  they  cannot  plainly  understond; 
Forthy  her  wit  to  sounden  will  1  fond ; ' 

And  lookM  on  her  in  a  busy  wise. 
And  she  was  'ware  that  he  beheld  her  so  : 
"Ah  Lord  !  quod  she,  so  fast  ye  me  avisc,' 
Saw  ye  me  ne'er  ere  now  ?  what,  say  ye  no  ? " 
"  Ves.  yes,  quod  he,  and  bet  will  ere  1  go ; 
But  by  my  truth  I  thoughten  now  if  ye 
Be  fortiuiatc,  for  now  men  shall  it  see. 


"  Now  niec^  mine,  the  kingfo  own  dear  son. 
The  good,  the  wise,  the  worthy,  fresh  and  free. 
Which  alway  for  lo  do  well  is  his  wonne,' 
The  noble  Troilus,  so  toveth  thee. 
That  but  ye  help,  it  will  his  banc  ybe. 
La  1  here  is  all  ;  what  shouldcn  I  mere  say  ? 
Do  what  you  list  to  make  him  live  or  dcy." 


'o  Ihii  dlstloHirr  on  IhE  part  of  Pindnras  luccwdsa  fulojjy  of 
his  trfenJ.  *iih  a  prayer  ihai  ihn  will  tic  kind,  and  receive  hii 
n)<n  of  affecUon  and  Inilh,] 

'  A  Kip— ■  llKlr.    '  Bchovely— fldYBnlageoutly.     »  Ule— little 
BAH  be  wilfr  -weak  min.ls  think  all  iadecoL     »  Wiil  I  fond— th«c 

■  I  will  try   lo  lound  b<T  iindetslanding. 
pWonoe — cuMom,     '  Dey — die. 
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Creseida,  which  that  heard  him  in  this  wise. 
Thought,  "  I  shall  feel  what  he  meaneth  iwis. 
Now  eme,*  quod  she,  what  woulden  ye  devise  ?' 
What  is  your  rede*  that  I  should  do  of  this  ?" 
*'  That  is  well  said,  quod  he  :  certdin  best  is 
That  ye  him  love  again  for  his  loving, 
As  love  for  love  is  skilful  guerdoning.* 

"  Think  eke  how  eld^  *  wasteth  ev'ry  hour 
In  each  of  you,  a  part  of  your  beaut/ ; 
And  therefore  ere  that  age  doth  thee  devour, 
Go  love,  for  old,  there  will  no  wight  love  thee. 
Let  this  proverb  a  lore  •  unto  you  be ; 
Too  late  aware,  quod  Beauty,  when  it  past, 
And  elde  ydaunteth  danger  ^  at  the  last 

"  The  kingds  fool  is  wont  to  cry  aloud. 
When  that  he  thinketh  a  woman  bear*th  her  high. 
So  longd  may  ye  liven,  and  all  proud, 
Till  crowds  feet  growen  under  your  eye, 
And  send  you  then  a  mirror  in  to  pry 
In  which  that  ye  may  see  your  face  a-morrow  : 
Niece,  I  bid  him  wishen  you  no  mor^  sorrow."     266 

With  this  he  stint,"  and  cast  adown  the  head. 
And  she  began  to  burst  and  weep  anon, 
And  said  ;  "  Alas  for  woe  !  why  n'ere*  I  dead  ? 
For  of  this  world  the  faith  is  all  agone  : 
Alas  !  what  shoulden  strange  '^  unto  me  done, 
When  he  that  for  my  best^  friend  I  ween'd 
Redeth"  me  love  who  should  it  me  defend  }  *'      273 

'^  Alas  !  I  would  have  trusted  doubtdless 
That  if  that  I  through  my  disi venture 
Had  loved  either  him  or  A'chilles, 
Hector,  or  any  other  credture, 
Ye  n'old  have  had  no  mercy  ne  measure 
On  me,  but  alway  had  me  in  repreve  :  " 
This  fals^  world,  alas  !  who  may  it  lieve  ?  **  280 

"  What !  is  this  all  the  joy  and  all  the  feast } 
Is  this  your  rede  ?  '  is  this  my  blissful  case  ? 
Is  this  the  very  meed  of  your  behest  ?  " 
Is  this  all  painted  process  said — alas  ! 
Right  for  this  fine  )  *•  O  lady  mine  PalUs, 

'  Erne — ^uncle.  '  Devise — direct.  '  Rede — advice.  *  Skilfiil 
guerdoning — reasonable  return,  or  reward.  *  EUde — age.  •  Lore 
— lesson,  nmxim.  '  Ydaunteth  danger — overcomes  coyness.  *  Stint 
— ceased.  •  N'ere  I — were  I  not.  *"  Strange — strangers.  "  Redeth 
— ad\iseth.  '•  Defend — forbid.  ''  Repreve — reproof.  '*  'Lieve 
—believe.  **  Behest — promise.  ^  For  this  fine? — is  this  the  end 
of  all  this  painted  procession  ? 
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F  Thou  in  this  <treadful  case  for  me  purvey,' 
For  so  asionied  am  I  thai  I  dey."' 

With  thai  she  'gan  full  sorr'wfull/  lo  sikc  :  * 
**  Ah  ;  may  it  be  no  bet  ?  quod  Pandams  ; 
By  Ooi!  1  shall  no  more  come  here  this  week, 
And  God  to-fome.*  that  am  mistrusted  thus  \ 
1  »ce  well  now  j-e  seticn  light  of  us 
Or  of  our  death,  alas !   1,  woful  wretch, 
Might  be  yet  live,  of  me  were  oaught  lo  retch."' 
•  •  •  •  * 

Creseida,  which  that  well  t)igh  starf '  for  fear, 
So  as  she  was  aye  the  most  fearful  wight 
That  mtghlen  be.  and  heard  eke  with  her  car, 
And  saw  the  sorr'wful  earnest '  of  the  knight, 
And  in  his  prayijr  saw  eke  no  unright,' 
And  for  the  harm  eke  that  might  fallen  more, 
She  'gan  to  rue,  and  dread  her  wonder  sore  : 


M  far  u  ii  vonBislenl  with  ho-  honour,  lo  Tender  hcnclf  vx> 
Ibie  K>  llic  knighl.     However  ihe  concludes  -.—^ 

"  But  here  1  make  a  protescatidn 
That  in  this  process  if  ye  deeper  go, 
That  certainly  for  no  salvaliiJn 
Of  you,  though  that  ye  starven  both£  two. 
Though  all  the  world  on  one  day  be  my  foe, 
Ne  shall  I  ne'er  on  him  have  other  ruth." 
'*  I  grant  It  well,  quod  Pandare,  by  my  (ruth. 

"But  may  I  tnisten  well  to  you,  quod  he, 
That  of  this  thing  that  yc  have  hight'  me  here, 
Yc  will  it  holdcn  truly  unio  tnef 
"  V«,  doubt^lcss,  quod  she,  mine  uncle  deare  ! " 
"Ne  that  I  shall  have  cause  in  this  matti<rc. 
Quod  he,  to  plain  or  after  you  to  preach  ? " 
"  Why  no,  pardie  ;  whatncedcth  mortf  speech!"  ; 

Then  fellcn  they  in  other  lalda  glad. 
Till  at  the  last ;   '■  O  good  erne  !">  quod  she  tho" 
For  We  of  God,  which  that  us  both  yviadc, 
Tell  me  how  hrsi  yc  wisten  of  his  woe ; 
Wot "  none  of  it  but  ye  ?"  He  sayid  "  No," 
"  Can  he  well  speak  of  love,  quod  she,  I  pray  ? 
Tell  mc,  for  I  inc  bet  shall  me  purvey.'' 


*:si 


— pnwdc    • 
«l.    *  Reich-  .     . 
■rong,  hnnn.    •  Hight- 
"  Wol — knowi. 


Hem  he  began  Ibll  wofull} 

"  Tho  'gan  I  stalk  him  f 
And  sikerly,*  the  sothd  for 
As  I  can  clepe  again  ^  now 
Right  thus  to  Love  he  'gan 
He  sayed ;  *  Lord,  have  rut 
All  have  I  been  reb^ll  in  m 
Now  {mea  culpa  f)^  Lord,  1 

"  *  O  God !  that  at  thy  dii 
Lead'st  forth  the  fin^^  by  jui 
Of  every  wight,  my  low  conf 
Accept  in  gr^,"  and  send  me 
As  liketh  thee  ;  put  from  me 
That  may  my  ghost  depart  ai 
Thou  be  my  shield  for  thy  be 

"  *  For  cert^s,  Lord,  so  son 
That  stood  in  black  with  lool 
That  to  mine  hearths  bottom 
'Through  which  I  wot  that  1  i 
This  is  the  worst,  I  dare  me  ; 
And  well  the  hotter  be  the  gl* 
That  men  them  wrien  **  with  a 

"  With  that  he  smote  his  h 
And  'gan  to  mutter  I  n'ot  wh 

>  Well— sprii^.    «  OTHi« 
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d  T  with  thai  'gan  still  away  l( 
il  let  thereof  as  nothing  wist'  haa  i, 
I  And  came  arain  anon  and  stood  him  by. 
f   And  Mid,  "Awake,  yc  sleepen  all  loo  long; 

]|  sccmclh  mc  not  th^l  Lovd  doth  you  wrong        364 

'That  sleepen  so  that  no  man  may  you  wake  ; 
Who  saw  evf r  ere  this  so  dull  a  man  ? ' 
'  Yc^  friend,  quod  he.  do  ye  your  head^s  akc 
For  love,  and  let  me  liven  as  I  can  :' 
But  (hough  that  he  for  woe  was  paJe  and  w 
Vei  made  he  then  as  fresh  a  countenance 
As  (bough  be  should  have  led  the  newi'  dance," 


With  this  he  took  his  leave,  and  home  he  w 
Yea,  Lord,  how  he  was  glad  and  well  begone  '. 
CiTscid'  arose,  no  longer  she  n 
But  straight  into  her  closet  wej 
And  SCI  tier  down  as  still  as  any  stone. 
And  every  word  'gan  up  and  down  to  wind 
That  he  had  aaid  as  it  came  her  to  mind.s 

And  woxe  somcdcal  astonied  in  her  thought 
Right  for  the  ncwd  case ;  but  when  that  she 
Was  full  avisAi*  then  found  she  right  naught 
Of  peril  why  she  ought  afcartfd  be ; 
For  man  may  love  of  possibility 
A  woman  so  that  his  hearth  may  to  brcst,* 
And  she  not  love  again,  but  if  her  lesL' 

But  as  she  sat  alone  and  ihoughtif  thus, 
Tn  field  arose  a  skirmish  all  without, 
And  men  cried  in  the  street,  "  .Sec !  Trailus 
Hath  right  now  pui  to  flight  the  Greekfa  rout : ' 
With  that  'gan  all  her  meinrf*  for  to  shout, 
"Ah!  go  we  see  ;  cast  up  the  gattfs  wide. 
For  thiougli  this  street  he  mu»t  to  palace  ride, 

"  For  other  way  is  from  ihe  gat&  n 
Of  Oiird.iitus.  there  open  is  the  chain : " 
With  that  cime  he  and  alt  his  folk  am 
An  cMy  pace  riding  in  routes  twain,' 
Right  as  his  happy  day  was,  soth  10  %: 
Far  which  men  say  may  not  disturbed  be. 
Thai  shall  bcridcn  of  necessity. 


*  To  biwi  —bunt, 

Moim— alMndtnis 


.ncc  as  though  I  hid  known 
■'ull  mitnl— lintl  well  coii«i- 
her  lai— imloi  the  please, 
Roiilo  twain— IWD  conipinwi. 
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This  Troilus  sat  on  his  bay^  steed 
All  armdd  save  his  head  full  richdly, 
And  wounded  was  his  horse,  and  'gan  to  bleed, 
On  which  he  rode  a  pace  full  softly ; 
But  such  a  knightly  sight,  lo !  tru^y 
As  was  on  him  was  not  without^n  fail 
To  look  on  Mars,  that  god  is  of  battdile. 

So  like  a  man  of  arm^s  and  a  knight 
He  was  to  see,  fulfiird  of  high  prowess, 
For  both  he  had  a  body  and  a  might 
To  do  that  thing  as  well  as  hardiness, 
And  eke  to  see  him  in  his  gear^  dress,^ 
So  fresh,  so  young,  so  wieldy,'  seemed  he, 
It  was  a  heaven  on  him  for  to  see.  41 

His  helm  to-hew^n  was  in  twenty  places, 
That  by  a  tissue  hung  his  back  behind, 
His  shield  to-dash'd  with  sword^s  and  with  maces, 
In  which  men  might  many*  an  arrow  find 
That  thirled'  had  both  horn,  and  ner\'e,  and  rind; 
And  aye  the  people  cried,  **  Here  com*th  our  joy, 
And,  next  his  brother,  holder  up  of  Troy!  *  420 

For  which  he  wax'd  a  little  red  for  shame 
When  he  so  heard  the  people  on  him  cri^n, 
That,  to  behold,  it  was  a  noble  game 
How  soberly  he  cast  adown  his  eyen. 
Creseid*  anon  *gan  all  his  cheer*  espi^ 
And  let  it  in  her  heart  so  softly  sink 
That  to  herself  she  said,  "  Ho !  give  me  drink.'*  427 

For  of  her  own^  thought  she  woxe  all  red. 
Remembering  her  right  thus ;  *'  Lo !  this  is  he 
Which  that  mine  uncle  swear'th  he  must  be  dead 
But*  I  on  him  have  mercy  and  pit/  :* 
And  with  that  ilk^  thought  for  pure  shame  she 
'Gan  in  her  head  to  pull,  and  that  as  fest. 
While  he  and  all  the  people  forth  by  past :  434 

And  'gan  to  cast  and  rollen  up  and  down 
Within  her  thought  his  excellent  prowess, 
And  his  estate,  and  also  his  renown. 
His  wit,  his  shape,  and  eke  his  gentleness; 
But  most  her  favour  was,  for*  his  distress 
Was  all  for  her,  and  thought  it  were  a  ruth 
To  slaydn  such  one,  if  that  he  meantd  truth.         441 


'  Gcare  dress— fashioned  apparel.  '  Wieldy — iumbl&    '  Thirled 
—pierced.    *  Cheer— manner.    *  But — exoq>t.    •  For— because. 
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Now  let  us  stint  of  Troilus  a  ihrow,' 
It  ridclh  fotth,  and  let  us  lum^  fast 
:o  Crcscid',  that  hung  her  head  full  low 
ie  as  she  sat  alone,  and  'gun  to  cast 
creon  she  would  appoint  her  at  the  last, 
so  were  her  eme'  ne  would  ycease 
For  Troilus  upon  her  for  to  press.  448 

And,  Lord !  so  she  'gan  in  her  thought  argije 
In  this  matter  of  which  I  have  you  told. 
And  what  to  do  best  were,  and  what  eschew, 
llui  plaited  she  full  oft  in  many  fold  ; 
Now  was  her  hearth  warm,  now  was  it  cold ; 
And  what  she  thought  oi,  somewhat  shall  I  write 
Aft  mine  auth<5r  listeih  tu  me  t*  indite.  455 

She  thought  well  tirsi  that  Troilus'  piers^n 
She  knew  by  sight,  and  eke  his  gentleness, 
And  thus  she  said ;  "All  were  it"  naught  to  done 
To  gram  him  love,  yet  for  his  worthiness 
I   It  were  honour  with  play  and  with  gladness 
I    In  honesty  with  such  a  lord  to  deal 
'    "n  mine  estate,  ajid  also  for  his  heaL*  462 

"  Eke  well  wot  I  my  kingfe  son  is  he, 
I   And  siih  he  hath  to  see  me  such  delight, 

If  I  would  utterly  his  sight  yflee, 
I   Par  'venture  he  might  have  me  in  despite, 
I  Through  which  1  might  standen  in  wors£  plight  : 
I   Now  were  I  wise,  me  hat^  to  purchase, 
\  Witbouten  need,  there'  I  may  stand  in  grace  ?    469 
rvery  thing  1  wot  there  lieth  measure; 
For  though  a  man  forbiddeth  drunkenne^, 
He  naught  forbiddcih  that  every  creature 
Be  drink^less  for  alwav,  as  I  guess  ; 
Eke,  sith  I  wot  for  me  is  his  distress, 

lught  not  for  lh.it  thing  him  despise, 
Sith  it  is  so  he  meaneth  in  good  wise.  476 


L  Too  wise  b  he  to  di>  so  great  a  vice  ; 
I  Ne  als'  I  n'ill  him  never  so  chericc* 
I  That  he  shall  make  avnunl  by  jusii^  cause; 
~c  shall  tne  never  bind  in  such  a  clause. 

ILlbtOli^B  while.    'Eme— uncle.     'All  were  It— altho 

'   Hoil— welfare,    ulvintace.       '  Tha«— where, 

~    '         11  haVB  long  known  his  worthy  qunlllio. 
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"  Now  set  a  case  ;— the  hardiest  is  iwis,* 
Men  mighten  deemen  that  he  loveth  me ; 
What  dishondur  were  it  unto  me  this  ? 
May  I  him  let'  of  that  ?  why  nay,  pardie ; 
I  know  also,  and  alway  hear  and  see, 
Men  loven  women  all  this  town  about ; 
Be  they  the  worse  ? — why  nay,  withouten  doubt  4- 

"  I  think  eke,  how  he  worthy  is  to  have 
Of  all  this  noble  town  the  thriftiest' 
That  woman  is,  if  she  her  honour  save  ; 
For,  out  and  out,  he  is  the  worthiest. 
Save  only  Hector,  which  that  is  the  best ; 
And  yet  his  life  heth  all  now  in  my  cure  : 
But  such  is  love,  and  eke  mine  dventure. 

*^  Nor  me  to  love  a  wonder  is  it  naught, 
For  well  wot  I  myself  (so  God  me  speed, 
Al'^  will  1  that  none  wistd  of  this  thought), 
I  am  one  of  the  fairest  out  of  drede,* 
And  goodliest,  whoso  that  taketh  heed,* 
And  so  men  say,  in  all  the  town  of  Troy ; 
What  wonder  is  though  he  of  me  have  joy  ?  50^ 

"  I  am  mine  own^  woman,  well  at  ease, 
I  thank  it  God,  as  after  mine  estate. 
Right  young,  and  stand  untied  in  lusty  lese,' 
Withouten  jealousy,  and  such  debate  :^ 
Shall  no  husbind  say  unto  me  Check  mate, 
For  either  they  be  full  of  jealousy, 
Or  masterfull,"  or  loven  novelty.  511 

"  What  shall  I  do  ?  to  what  fine*  live  I  thus  ? 
Shall  I  not  love  in  case  if  that  me  lest  ?** 
What  P  pardieu  I  am  not  relig^dus  ; 
And  though  that  I  mine  hearth  set  at  rest 
Upon  this  knight,  that  is  the  worthiest, 
And  keep  alway  mine  honour  and  my  name. 
By  all  right  it  may  do  to  me  no  shame."  518 

But  right  as  when  the  sunn^  shineth  bright 
In  March,  that  changeth  often  time  his  face, 
And  that  a  cloud  is  put  with  wind  to  flight 
Which  overspread  the  sun  as  for  a  space  ; 
A  cloudy  thought  'g^an  through  her  soul^  pace 
That  overspread  her  bright^  thought^s  all, 
So  that  for  fear  almost  she  'gan  to  falL  525 

'  I  wis— certainly.  *Let — hinder.  *  Thriftiest— sparing.  cautkNU^ 
canful.  *  Al— although.  *  Drede— doubt  •  Taketh  heed— 
ohsen'cth.  ^  Lusty  lese— love's  leash.  *  MasterfiiU— domineeriiv. 
®  Fine — end.     "  Lest— please. 
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Tliat  thought  was  this;  "Alas!  sith  1  am  Tree, 
Should  I  now  love  and  put  in  Jeopardy 
My  itkcmcss,  and  thrallcn  liberty?' 
Alas !  faow  dursl  1  thinken  that  foll^? 
May  I  not  well  in  other  folk  espy 
Their  dreadful '  joy,  their  ciSnstrainl  and  iheir  pain  ? 
There  loveth  none  that  nc  hath  why  to  'plain.        532 

"For  love  is  yet  the  mosl^  stormy  life 
Right  of  himself  thai  ever  was  begun. 
For  ever  some  mistrust  or  nic^*  strife 
There  is  in  love,  some  cloud  over  the  sun ; 
Thereto  wc  wretched  women  nothing  conne,* 
When  i)s  is  woe,  but  weep,  and  sic,  and  think  : 
Our  wmk^  is  this,  our  owni!  woe  to  drink.  $39 

"  Also  these  wicked  tongu(!s  be  so  prest 
To  speak  us  harm,  eke  men  be  so  unirue, 
That  right  anon  as  ceased  is  iheir  lest' 
So  oeaseth  love,  and  forth  to  love  anew  : 
But  Harm  ydo  is  done,  whoso  it  rue : 
For  though  these  men  for  love  them  first  to  rend. 
Full  sharp  beginning  breaketh  oft  at  end.  546 

"  How  often  time  hath  it  yknowen  been 
The  treason  ihat  10  women  hath  be  do ! ' 
To  what  fine'  is  such  love  1  cannot  seen, 
Or  where  becomclh  il  when  it  is  go  • 
There  Is  no  wight  that  wot,  !  trow*  so;'" 
Where  it  becomcth  lo  no  wight  on  it  spumeth  ; 
That  erst"  was  nothing,  into  nothing turncih.       553 

•"  How  busy,  if  I  love,  eke-must  I  be 
To  plcasen  them  that  jangle'  of  love  and  deem," 
And  coy'n  "  tliem,  that  they  say  no  harm  of  me ! 
For  though  there  be  no  cause,  yet  them  may  seem 
All  be  for  harm  that  folk  their  friends  queme;'* 
And  who  may  sioppen  every  wicked  tongue, 
Or  sound  of  bclKs  while  that  they  be  rung?"         560 

And  after  tliat  her  thought  'gan  for  to  clear. 
And  said,  "  He  which  that  nothing  undeitakcth 

Imlln  BbCTly— pill  mr  lecurily  in  jeopardy,  and  MwUve  mf 
brlj.  »  Dnadlul~l(uriul.  '  Nice— fooUjh.  •  Nolhing  cunni?— 
S*  can  do  nnthinj.  '  Wn-ak— revenge,  •  l-csl— pieasurc.  '  D« 
gip  bMilOB&  •Fine— end.  •  Cio— gone.  '■  Nuwi){hl  Ihnlwol 
K  lnM»l»— I  faclkvr  no  ane  knows,  "  Thai  cnt— thai  which  here- 
twfaw.    ■*  Utcm— ^l  in  judgmoil,     '*  Coycn— mxiUic    ■*  Queme 
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Nothing  achieveth,  be  him  loth  or  dear;*' 
And  with  another  thought  her  heart  yquaketh; 
Then  sleepeth  hope,  and  after  drede^  awaketh ; 
Now  hot  now  cold :  but  thus  betwixen  tway, 
She  rist  her  up  and  went  her  for  to  play.  9 

Adown  the  stair  anon  right  then  she  went 
Into  her  garden,  with  her  nieces  three, 
And  up  and  down  they  maden  many*  a  went* 
Flexippe*  and  she,  Tarbe'  and  Antigon^, 
To  playen,  that  it  joy^  was  to  see, 
And  other  of  her  women  a  great  rout 
Her  followed  in  the  garden  all  about  57 

This  yard  was  large,  and  railed  all  the  alleys, 
And  shadowed  well  with  blos'omy  bough^s  green, 
And  benched  new,  and  sanded  all  the  ways, 
In  which  she  walketh  arm  in  arm  between. 
Till  at  the  last  Antigon^  the  sheen* 
*Gan  on  a  Trojan  song  to  singen  clear. 
That  it  a  heaven  was  her  voice  to  hear. 


And  of  her  song  right  with  that  word  she  stent,* 
And  therewithal,  **  Now  niecd,  quod  Creseid', 
Who  made  this  song  now  with  so  good  intent?' 
Antigon^  answered  anon,  and  said, 
^*  Maddme,  iwis^  it  was  the  goodliest  maid. 
Of  great  estate,  in  all  the  town  of  Troy, 
Who  led  her  hfe  in  most  hondur  and  joy."  5 

"  Forsoth  so  it  yseemeth  by  her  song," 
Quod  then  Crescid*,  and  *gan  therewith  to  sike,^ 
And  saydd,  ^'  Lord !  is  there  such  bliss  among 
These  lovers,  as  they  can  so  fair  indite.^" 
"  Yea,  wiss,  quod  fresh  Antigond  the  white, 
For  all  the  folk  that  have  e'er  been  on  live 
Ne  coulden  well  the  bliss  of  love  descrive."'         595- 

"  But  weenen  ye  that  every  wretch^  wot 
The  perfect  bliss  of  love?" — "Why  nay,  iwis;* 
They  weenen  all  be  love  if  one  be  hot ; 
Do*  way,  do*  way !  they  wot  nothfng  of  this  : 
Men  may  asken  of  saintes  if  it  is 
Aught  fair  in  heaven  ?  and  why  ?  for  they  can  teU  ; 
And  asken  fiends  if  it  be  foul  in  hell  ?"  602 

'  Loth  or  dear — be  he  unwilling  or  desirous,  (qy.  ?)  •  Drede — 
doubt.  '  Went — turn.  *  Sheen — the  shining,  the  beautifuL 
*  Stent — ceased.  •  Iwis — certainly.  '  Sike— sigh.  •  Descrife— 
describe. 
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Cmeid'  onto  the  purpose  naught  ansn-^r'd, 
3iit  utd;  "Iwjs'  it  will  be  night  as  fast;" 
But  rvery  word  which  that  she  of  her  heard 
She  'gan  to  printcn  in  her  hearth  fust, 
And  aye  'gan  love  her  less  Tor  10  aghast 
Than'  11  did  erst,  and  sinken  in  her  heart, 
That  she  wax  somewhat  able  to  convert.  609 

The  day^s  honour  and  the  heaven^  eye. 
The  night^s  fc«,— all  this  clepe  1  the  sun, 
'Gan  western  fast,  and  downward  for  to  wtie,' 
As  he  ihat  had  his  dayds  course  irun, 
And  whiif  thingfs  woxen  all  dim  and  dun 
For  lack  of  light,  and  starriis  for  to'  appear. 
Thai  she  and  all  her  folk  in  went  ifere,"  616 

So  when  it  liked  her  to  go  to  rest, 
And  voided  wercn  they  that  voiden  ought, 
She  sayed,  that  to  sleepen  well  her  lest ;' 
Hef  women  soon  unto  her  bed  her  brought : 
When  all  was  hush'd  then  lay  she  still  and  thought 
or  all  this  thing  the  manner  and  the  wise ; 
Rehearse  it  needeth  not,  fur  ye  be  wise.  623 

A  nightingale  upon  a  cedar  green 
Under  the  chamber  wall  ilierc  as  she  lay. 
Full  loud  ysung  again  the  moontf  sheen,' 
Put  Venture,  in  his  bird^s  wise,"  a  lay 
Of  love,  that  made  her  hearth  fresh  and  gay ; 
Thai  hearken^  she  so  long  in  good  intent' 
Till  at  the  last  the  dcadf  sleep  her  hent.'  630 

And  as  she  slept  anon  right  then  her  met* 
How  that  an  eagle,  feathered  white  as  bone. 
Under  her  breast  his  long^  clawfs  set, 
And  out  her  heart  he  rent,  and  that  anon, 
And  did  his  heart  into  her  breast  to  gone  : 
Of  which  she  naught  agrose,'"  ne  nothing  smart. 
And  fonh  he  tlyeth,  with  heart  left  for  heart.         637 

Now  let  her  sleep,  and  we  our  tal^  hold 
Of  Ttoilus,  that  is  to  palace  ridden 
From  the  skirmish  of^the  which  I  told. 
And  in  his  chamber  sat  and  hath  abidden 
Till  two  or  three  of  his  messengers  ycden  '* 
For  Pandarus,  and  soughtcn  him  full  fast 
Tin  they  him  found,  and  brought  him  at  the  Idst.  644 

'  IfepT— Itigeihpr,     *  Her  \ts\ 
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This  Pandarus  came  leaping  in  at  once, 
And  say^d  thus,  '*  Who  hath  been  well  ibeat 
To  day  with  sword^s  and  with  sling^  stones 
But  Troilus,  that  hath  caught  him  a  heat  V* 
And  'jgan  to  jape,*  and  said ;  "  Lord  how^c 
But  rise  and  let  us  sup  and  go  to  rest :" 
And  he  answ^r'd  him,  "  Do  we  as  thee  lest"* 

With  all  the  hast^  goodly  as  they  might, 
They  sped  them  from  the  supper  and  to  bed; 
And  every  wight  out  at  the  door  him  dight,' 
And  where  him  list  upon  his  way  he  sped; 
But  Troilgs  thought  that  his  hearth  bled 
For  woe  till  that  he  heard^  some  tiding. 
And  say^d  ;  "  Friend,  shall  I  now  weep  or  sing  ?* 

Quod  Pandarus,  "  Be  still  and  let  me  sleep,      6^ 
And  d'  on  thy  hood,  thy  needds  sped  ybe,* 
And  choose  if  thou  wilt  sing,  or  dance,  or  leap : 
At  short  words,  thou  shalt  trow*  all  by  me. 
For,  Sir,  my  niece  will  doen  well  by  thee, 
And  love  thee  best,  by  God  and  by  my  troth. 
But  lack  of  pdrsuit  mar  it  in  thy  sloth.* 

"  For  thus  farforth  I  have  thy  work  begun 
From  day  to  day,  till  this  day  by  the  morrow 
Her  love  of  friendship  have  I  to  thee  won, 
And  thereto  hath  she  laid  her  faith  to  borrow  ; ' 
Algatc  one  foot  is  hameled  of  thy  sorrow:"' 
What  should  I  longer  sermon  of  it  hold  ? 
As  ye  have  heard  before,  all  he  him  told. 

But  right  as  flowr^s  through  the  cold  of  night, 
Ycloscd,  stoopcn  in  their  stalk^s  low, 
Redressen  them  against  the  sunn^  bright, 
And  spreaden  in  their  kind^  course   by  row ; 
Right  so  *gan  then  his  eyen  up  to  throw 
This  Troilus,  and  said;  **0  Venus  dear! 
Thy  might,  thy  grace,  yheri^d*^  be  it  here.*  679 

And  to  Pandare  he  held  up  both  his  hands, 
And  saydd ;  '*  Lord,  all  thine  be  that  I  have. 
For  I  am  whole,  and  bursten  be  my  bands, 

Mape— jest.  •  I>est — pleaseth.  '  Him  dight— disposed  himsdC 
*  Thy  needes  sped  ybe — ^your  affairs  have  prospered.  •  TTow — 
believe.  *  But,  &c. — unless  from  want  of  following  it  up,  you  rain 
it  in  your  sloth.  '  Her  faith  to  borrow — pledged  her  faith.  •  Hm- 
meled  of  thy  sorrow—one  foot  therefore  of  thy  sorrow  is  hamstnuig, 
disabled.  *  Kinde  course  —  natural  course.  '*  Ybeiied— wor- 
shipped. 
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\  ihoiisand  Troy^s  whoso  that  me  gave 
Xach  sflcr  Dthcr,  (Cud  so  wis  me  save*) 
Ke  miKhi  noi  me  so  gladden  :  lol  mine  heart 
li  iprcadelh  so  (or  joy  it  will  to-starL'  ( 

Dut,  Lord,  how  shall  I  doen?  bow  shall  I  live 
When  shall  I  next  my  own  dear  heart  ysee  ? 
How  shall  this  long<!  time  away  be  driven 
Till  that  thou  be  again  at  her  from  me  ? 
Thou  may'st  ajisw&, '  Abide,  abide ; '  hul  he 
Thai  hangeth  by  the  neck,  the  sQth  to  sain. 
In  great  iLtcase'  abideth  for  ihc  pain,"  ( 


'  wlUeb  tie  eromliws 


fri  rd  to  write  her  n  leiiw. 

bur  the  charge ;    and  (aillicnnors 

IS  ii  were  by  dance,  by  her  house. 

Hke  care  that  ibe  shall  be  ai  the  window  engaged 


>ilh  h 


.ubjec 


or  c 


be  doires  tc 

This  counsel  liked'  well  to  Troilus, 
But.  OE  A  dreadful '  lover,  he  said  this ; 
"Alas!  my  dear^  brother  Pandarus ! 
I  3m  ashamed  for  to  write  iwis,* 
Leil  of  mine  ignorance  I  said  amiss, 
Or  that  she  n'olde  it  for  despite  receive; 
Then  were  I  dead,  there  might  it  nothing  wcve."' 

To  that  Pandare  answered ;  "  if  thcc  lest,'       7 
Do  that  I  say,  and  let  me  therewith  gone, 
For  by  that  Lord  that  form^  east  and  west, 
I  hope  of  it  to  bring  answer  anon 
Riehl  of  her  hand,  and  if  that  thou  n'ilt  non  * 
Let  be,  and  sorry  may  he  be  his  live, 
Against  thy  lust'"  that  hclpeth  thee  to  thrive."      7 

Quod  Troilus,  "  Depardicu  I  assent; 
Sith  that  thcc  list  I  will  arise  and  write. 
And  blissful  Cod  pray  I  wilh  good  intent 
Tlic  voyage  and  letter'  1  shall  indite 
So  speed  it,  and  thou  Minerva  the  White" 
Give  ihou  me  wit  my  Idler  to  devise ;" 
And  set  him  down,  and  wrote  right  in  this  wise,  7 

First  he  'gan  her  his  right  lad^  to  call, 
hearths  life,  his  lust,'"  his  sorrow's  leech," 
btiss,  and  dee  those  other  tennis  all 

Dwii  ne  ave— to  lurely  God  pi 
"  Vincate — discomfort.     *  IJI 
timid.     •  Iwis— in  tnidi.    '  Wevti— waive,  pTiremt.  put 
an— dJouc     •  N'ili  non-  will  not.     "  Luu— delighL 
of  parity.     "  Leech — pby»ici>n. 
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That  in  such  case  ye  lovers  all^  seech, 

And  in  full  humble  wise,  as  in  his  speech, 

He  *gan  him  recommend  unto  her  grace  : 

To  tell  all  how,  it  asketh  muchel  space.  7^' 

And  after  this  full  lowly  he  her  pray*d 
To  be  naught  wroth  though  he  of  his  foU^ 
So  hardy  *  was  to  her  to  write,  and  said 
That  love  it  made,  or  ell^s  must  he  die, 
And  piteously  'gan  mercy  for  to  cry ; 
And  after  that  he  said,  and  lied  full  loud,  ^ 

Himself  was  little  worth,  and  less  he  could,  7  ^^ 

And  that  she  would  have  his  conning*  excus^c^ 
That  little  was ;  and  eke  he  dread'  her  so, 
And  his  unworthiness  aye  he  accused ; 
And  after  that  then  'gan  he  tell  his  woe ; 
But  that  was  end^less  withouten  ho ;  • 
And  said,  he  would  in  truth  alway  him  hold,  - 

And  read  it  o*er,  and  'gan  the  letter  fold :  '^  -^ 

And  with  his  salt^  tear^s  'gan  he  bathe 
The  ruby  in  his  signet,  and  it  set 
Upon  the  wax  deUverly  and  rath,* 
Therewith  a  thousand  tim^s  ere  he  let* 
He  kiss'd  the  letter  when  he  had  it  shet, 
And  said,  **  Letter,  a  blissful  destiny  ^^^'^^ 

Thee  shapen  is ;  my  lady  shall  thee  see !  " 

This  Pandare  took  the  letter,  and  betime 
A-morrow  to  his  niec^  palace  start, 
And  fast  he  swore  that  it  was  passed  prime, 
And  'gan  to  jape,*  and  said,  "  I  wis  mine  heart 
So  fresh  it  is  (although  it  sor^  smart) 
I  may  not  sleep  nev^r  a  May^s  morrow, 
I  have  a  jolly  woe,  a  lusty  sorrow."  7 

Creseida,  when  that  she  her  uncle  heard, 
With  dreadful '  heart,  and  desirous  to  hear 
The  cause  of  his  coming,  right  thus  answdr'd ; 
"  Now  by  your  faith,  mine  uncle,  quod  she,  dear  I 
What  manner  wind^s  guideth  you  now,  here  ? 
Tell  us  your  jolly  woe  and  your  pendnce ; 
How  farforth  be  ye  put  in  lovds  dance  ?"  75^ 

"  By  God,  quod  he,  I  hop  alway  behind ;  "• 
And  she  to  laugh  as  though  her  heart  to  brest* 

*  Hardy — bold.    '  Conning— skill.    'Ho — an  interjection  con*-' 
manding  cessation.    ^  Deliverlv  and  rath — skilfully  and  quickly- 
*  Let — ceased.    *  J  ape— jest.     'Dreadful — alarmedf.    •  Alway  be- 
hind— I  am  always  behind  hand.    ^  To  brest — ^would  burst 
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Quod  Pondarus,  "  Look  alway  that  ye  lind 

Onmc  in  my  hood,  but  hearkcneth  if  you  lest ; 

There  is  right  now  come  tu  trie  town  a  gucsi, 

A  Greek  cspy,  and  telleih  new^  things, 

For  which  I  come  lo  teH  you  new  tidings.  763; 

"  Into  the  garden  go  we",  and  ye  shall  hear 
All  privily  of  this  a  long  scrmdn." 
Witn  that  ihey  wenten  arm  in  ann  ifere' 
Into  the  garden  from  the  chamber  down  ; 
And  when  that  he  so  far  was,  (hat  the  soun 
Of  that  which  he  spake  no  man  hearen  might, 
He  said  her  thus,  and  out  the  letter  plight :"        770 

"  Lo !  he  that  is  all  wholly  yourfs  free, 
Him  Tccommendcth  lowly  to  your  grace, 
And  sent  to  you  this  letter  here  by  mc ; 
Aviseih*  you  on  it  when  ye  have  space, 
And  of  some  goodly  answer  you  purchase,* 
Or,  help  me  God  so,  plainly  for  to  sain. 
He  may  not  longi  liven  for  liis  pain."  777 

Full  dreadfully'  then  'gan  she  standen  siill. 
And  look  it  not,  but  all  her  humble  cheer 
'Car  for  to  changen,  and  said  ;  "  Scrip  nor  bill, 
For  love  of  God,  that  loucheth  such  manure, 
Ne  bring  me  none  ;  and  also,  uncle  dear  I 
To  mine  estate  have  more  regard,  I  pray, 
Than  to  his  lust :'  what  shoulden  I  more  say?     7S4 

"  And  lookcth  now  if  this  be  teason'ible. 
And  let;cth'  not  for  favour  nor  for  sloth  : 
To  say  a  soth,  now  is  it  covendblc* 
To  mine  estate,  by  Cod  and  by  my  truth, 
To  lake  it,  or  to  haven  of  him  ruth 
In  harming  of  myself  or  in  repreve  ?• 
Bear  it  again  for  him  that  ye  on  lieve."  791 

This  I'andarus  'gan  on  her  for  lo  stare. 
And  say^d  ;  "  Now  is  this  the  greatest  wonder 
Thai  e'er  I  saw ;  let  be  this  nic^  fare  : '" 
To  deaths  may  I  smitten  be  with  thunder 
If  for  the  eiiy  which  that  siandcth  yonder 
Would  1  a  letter  10  you  bring  or  take 
To  harm  of  you  :  wh.tt  list"  you  thus  it  make?  79S 

\tm — together.  'Plight — plueknl  'Avis«h— consider,  «»d 
*  Purchacr— provide.  '.Dreailfiilly — in  fear.  'Thnn  10  his 
^htrc  more  iTgard  to  ray  condition  than  to  lui  delighi. 
■lUlh  not — pauie  nol.  •  COvennhle— suii.ible.  •  Re(ifeve — 
Nice  hre— foollah  oomluct,  "  Liti  you— whaf  11  your 
-  la  miitt  ol  11?  (I  4fli  ndl  s&liifinl  with  (bit  interpre- 
>m  ila  lussfor  a  brller.) 
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^  But  thus  ye  faren  well  nigh  all  and  somc^ 
That  he  that  most  desireth  you  to  serve, 
Of  him  ye  retchen  *  least  where  he  become, 
And  whether  that  he  live  or  ell^  starve  ; 
But  for  all  that,  that  e*er  I  may  deserve. 
Refuse  it  not,"  quod  he,  and  hent*  her  fkst, 
And  in  her  bosom  down  the  letter  thiast,  ^ 

And  said  her ;  "  Now  cast  it  away  anon 
That  folk  may  see  and  garen  on  us  tway."' 
Quod  she,  "  I  can  abide  till  they  be  gone ;  " 
And  *gan  to  smile,  and  said  him  ;  "  Eme,*  I  pra-3^ 
Such  answer  as  you  list  yourself  purvey, 
For  trudly  I  will  no  letter  write." 
"  No  !  then  will  I,  quod  he,  so  ye  indite."  ^*^ 

Therewith  she  laugh'd,  and  say^  "  Go  we  dic^-^  *» 
And  he  'gan  at  himself  to  japen*  fast, 
And  say^d ;  "  Niece,  I  have  so  great  a  pine 
For  love,  that  evereach  other  day  I  fast ; " 
And  'gan  his  best^  jap^s  forth  to  cast. 
And  made  her  so  to  laugh  at  his  foll^ 
That  she  for  laughter  weened*  for  to  die.  ^^  ^^ 

And  when  that  she  was  come  into  the  hall ; 
"  Now  eme,  quod  she,  we  will  go  dine  anon ; " 
And  'gan  some  of  her  women  to  her  call. 
And  straight  into  her  chamber  'gan  she  gone  ; 
But  of  her  businesses  this  was  one 

Among^s  other  thing^s,  out  of  drede,'  ^,^  ^ 

Full  privily  this  letter  for  to  read.  ^^-^" 

Avis^d®  word  by  word  in  every  line. 
And  found  no  lack ;  she  thought  he  could  his 
And  put  it  up,  and  went  her  in  to  dine ; 
And  Pandarus,  that  in  a  study  stood. 
Ere  he  was  'ware  she  took  him  by  the  hood. 
And  say^d  ;  "  Ye  were  caught  ere  that  ye  wist."** 
"  I  vouchsafe,  quod  he,  do  whatever  you  list""    8 

Then  washen  they,  and  set  them  down  and  eat  ^ 
And  after  noon  full  slyly  Pandarus 
'Gan  draw  him  to  the  window  nigh  the  street. 
And  say^d  ;  **  Niece,  who  hath  arrayed  thus 
The  yonder  house  that  stant  aforyen  "  us  ?  " 

'  Retchen — care.     •  Hent — held.    '  Garen  on  us  tway — look  oOt 
observe  us  two.     *  Eme  —  uncle.     *  Japen — joke.     •Weened— 
thought.    '  Out  of  drede— without  doubt.    •  Avised  —  considered. 
•Could  his   good — knew  his   advantage.      *•  Wist — suspected. 
"  List^please.    "  Aforyen— fore  against. 
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And  fcUen  forth  in  speech  orthingds  smale,' 
And  Mtlcn  in  the  window  boihtf  tway. 
IMicn  Pandnrus  saw  time  unto  his  tale, 
And  saw  well  ihat  her  folk  were  nil  away; 
"Now,  niec6  mine,  lell  on,  quod  he,  I  pray; 
How  Uketh  you  the  letter  that  yc  wot? 
Can  he  thereon?'  for  by  my  truih  I  n'ot."' 

Therewith  all  rosy  hued  then  waxtfd  she. 
And  'gan  to  hum,  and  saydd ;  "Sol  irow."* 
"Acquit  him  well  for  Gadd<!s  love,  quod  he, 
Mysdf  lo  medfs  will  the  letter  sew  ;  "" 
And  held  his  hand^s  up,  and  frll  on  know.* 
"  Now,  good^  niece,  be  it  neviSr  so  lite,' 
Give  me  (he  labour  It  to  sew  and  plitc."' 

**  Yea,  for  I  can  so  writen,  quod  she  tho,' 
And  eke  I  n'ot  what  I  should  to  him  say." 
•"  Nay,  niece,  quod  Pandarus,  say  you  not  SO, 
Ycl  at  the  len&t  ylhonkcth  him  1  pray 
Of  his  good  will     O  do  him  not  to  dey !  "> 
Kow  for  the  love  of  mc,  my  niecd  dear  ! 
Kefuscth  not  at  this  time  my  praySre," 

Depardicu  !  quod  she,  God  Icne"  all  be  wt 
God  help  me  so  this  is  the  lirstd  letter 
That  e'er  I  wrute,  yea  all  or  any  deal : "  " 
And  inf  a  closet  for  I'  aviso '»  her  better 

went  alone,  and  'gan  her  heart  unfetter 
put  of  Disdaint^s  prison  but  a  lite,' 
And  set  her  down  and  'gan  a  letter  write  : 

Of  which  to  tell  in  short  is  mine  intent 
Th"  effect  as  far  as  I  can  understand  : 
She  thanked  him  of  all  that  he  well  meant 
Toward^s  her,  but  holden  him  in  hand  '* 

would^  not,  ne  maken  herself  bond 
In  love,  but  as  his  sister  him  to  please, 
.Sb<!  would  aye  fain  to  do  his  heait  an  ease. 


875 

nhi— Ifiufl-  'Can  be  thrmm  P-.-wc  should  say  in  familiBT 
,  "Ii  he  eu  fiiir  u  hf  mulcr  of  hii  mlijeci?"  '  Not— 
BO(,  *  >io  I  tivtt— I  think  to.  'To  medn  will  the  letter 
i  lajaM  will  in  return  kw  the  letter-;  It  was  tuuil,  and  Indeed 
trf.  romeily  to  »cw  letters  *hcn  tliey  were  written  on  parch- 
DHl  tin  pnctice  continued  long  after  ilie  invention  of  paper. 
t.  •  KWfWe— knee  \  ■  poetica.1  liwnee  for  ihe  rhvinc.  '  Lie 
t  •  Plus— plait,  fold.  »  Tho— then.  '•  Dey— die.  "  Lene 
iL  '■Anrdtol — any  pan.  "  AvUe — couioer.  '*  Hold  la 
^lally  wtui.  keep  in  iiupense. 
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She  shut  it,  and  to  Pandare  in  'gan  gone 
There  as  he  sat  and  lookdd  into  street, 
And  down  she  set  her  by  him  on  a  stone 
Of  jaspre',  upon  a  cushion  of  gold  ibeat,^ 
And  said ;  ''  As  wisly '  help  me  God  the  great, 
I  never  did  a  thing  with  mor^  pain 
Than  write  this,  to  the  which  ye  me  constrain." 

«  «  «  «  « 

And  right  as  they  declared  this  mattdre^ 
Lo !  Troilus  right  at  the  street^s  end 
Came  riding  with  his  tenths  sum  ifcre' 
All  softdy,  and  thitherward  'gan  bend 
There  as  they  sat,  as  was  his  way  to  wend^ 
To  palace-ward,  and  Pandare  him  aspied, 
And  said,  "  Niece,  see  who  cometh  her^  ride ! 

'^  O  fly  not  in  !  he  sceth  us  I  suppose. 
Lest  he  may  thinken  that  ye  him  eschew."* 
''  Nay,  nay,"  quod  she,  and  wax'd  as  red  as  rose— 
With  that  he  'gan  her  humbly  to  salue 
With  dreadful  cheer,*  and  oft  his  hu^  mue,' 
And  up  his  look  he  debonairly  cast. 
And  becked  *  on  Pandare,  and  forth  by  passed.        ^ 

God  wot  if  he  sat  on  his  horse  aright. 
Or  goodly  was  beseen  that  ilk^  day; 
God  wot  whe'r*  he  were  like  a  manly  knight; 
What  should  I  dretch,*®  or  tell  of  his  array  ? 
Creseida,  which  that  all  these  thing^s  sey," 
To  tell  in  short,  her  lik^d  all  ifere," 
His  person,  his  array,  his  look,  his  cheer, 

His  goodly  manner  and  his  gentleness. 
So  well,  that  never  sith  that  she  was  bom 
Ne  hadden  she  such  ruth  of  his  distress ; 
And  how  so  she  hath  hard  been  here  befom. 
To  God  hope  I  she  hath  now  caught  a  thorn, 
She  shall  not  pull  it  out  this  ne3ct  J  week ; 
God  send  her  more  such  themes  on  to  pick !       91 

Pandarus,  which  that  stood  her  fast^  by, 
Felt  th'  iron  hot,  and  he  began  to  smite. 
And  said^  ;  "Niece,  I  pray  you  heartily 

'  Ibeat — stamped :  see  note  to  Knights  Tale,  ver.  lai.  •  Widy 
— surely.  '  Tenthe  sum  ifere — in  company  >»ith  some  ten  of  hb 
attendants:  a  Saxon  idiom.  *  Wend  —  go.  ^Eschew  —  avoid. 
*  Dreadful  cheer— timid  manner.  '  Hues  mue — complexion  changes. 
8  Becked  —  nodded.  •  Whe'r  -—  whether.  *®  Drctch  —  troubfe. 
11  S^-  saw.    "  Liked  all  ifere— was  pleased  with  altogether. 
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^U  Tat  that  [  shall  asken  you  aliie  ; ' 
,  woman  tliat  were  of  his  death  to  wite," 
Tithoul  his  guilt,'  but  for  her  lack  of  ruth, 
?cre  it  well  done  ?"  Quod  she, "  Nay,  by  my  truth."  9  r  7 
"  God  help  me  so,  quod  he,  ye  say  me  soih, 
'e  feclen  well  yourself  that  I  naught  lie. 
'  o  !  yond'  he  ridelh,"  Quod  she,  "  Yea,  50  he  doth." 

Well,  quod  Pandare.  as  I  have  told  you  thric,' 
1^  be  your  nicety'  and  your  folI(, 
And  speak  with  hira  in  easing  ofhis  heart  : 
Lei  nicety  not  do  you  both^  smart."  9^4 

But  thereon  was  to  heaven  and  to  done,* 
lidering  all  thing  it  may  not  be." 
And  why  ?  for  shame."    "  And  it  were  eke  too  soon 
'o  granten  him  so  great  a  liberty." 
'or  plainly  her  Intent,  as  sayfd  she, 
Was,  for  to  love  him  unwist'  if  she  might, 
And  guerdon'  him  with  nothing  but  with  sighL    931 

But  Pandanis  thought  "  It  shall  not  be  so ; 
If  that  1  may,  this  nice'  opiniiSn 
Shall  not  be  holdcn  fully  yearns  two." 
What  should  1  make  of  this  a  long  sermon  f 
He  must  assvnt  on  that  conclusion 
\a  for  the  lime,  and  when  that  it  was  eve, 
Uid  all  was  well,  he  rose  and  look  his  leave.         9^8 

And  on  his  way  full  fast  homewdrd  he  sped, 
And  right  for  joy  he  felt  his  heart  to  dance, 
And  Troilus  he  found  alone  abed, 
rhoi  lay,  as  do  those  lovers,  in  a  trance, 
men  hope  and  dark  disesperancc." 
Pandarus  right  at  his  in-coming 
lie  sang,  as  who$aith,"Lo  !  spmewhat  I  bring;"  945 

And  said<! ;  "  Who  is  in  his  bed  so  soon 
Tftniticd  thus?" — "It  am  I,  friend,"  quod  he. 
Who?  Troilus:  nay,  help  me  so  the  moon, 
[uod  Pandarus  ;  thou  shall  up  rise  and  see 
L  charm  that  was  )-sent  nght  now  to  ihce ; 
"he  which  can  healen  thee  of  thine  access," 
r  thou  do  forthwith  all  thv  business."  >*  952 


' 'Nicety— hi 

inAeEd.  I' 


B,  IntfTpnls  ihli  pi „.        ..  . 

nomUhtiBBiIinB  this  andnanoe.  however,  I  acknowledge  myHlf 
iraibl*  10  nil  the  loileim  into  inlal%ilile  prose.  '  UnwisI— UD- 
Imovn.  •  tiiimlwii— rrwartt.  '  Ni« — fooliih.  '•Dis«pHano( — 
^npalr.     "  Accoa.  (Fr,)^fevcr.  K^uc.     ''All  thy  tHi3lti«S— pcr- 

rooB  bU  Xttj  limy. 
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"  Yea,  through  the  might  of  God,"  quod  Troibi*' 
And  Pandarus  'gan  him  the  letter  take, 
And  said  ;  *'  Pard^  God  hath  yholpen  us  : 
Have  here  a  light,  and  look  on  all  these  black."  ■- 
But  often  'gan  the  heart  to  glad  and  quake 
Of  Troilus  while  he  it  *gan  to  read. 
So  as  the  wordes  gave  him  hope  or  drede.'  959 

But,  finally,  he  took  all  for  the  best 
That  she  him  wrote,  for  somewhat  he  beheld 
On  which  he  thought  he  might  his  hearth  rest, 
Al^  covered  she  '  the  wordes  under  shield ;  \ 

Thus  to  the  more  worthy  part  he  held,  \ 

That  what  for  hope,  and  Pandarus'  behest,*  ^^  ^ 

His  greats  woe  foryede  *  he  at  the  least  ^^ 

But,  as  we  may  all  day  ourselven  see, 
Through  mor^  wood  or  coal,  the  mor^  fire ; 
Right  so  increase  of  hope  of  what  it  be. 
Therewith  full  oft  encreaseth  eke  desire ; 
Or,  as  an  oak  cometh  of  a  little  spire,* 
So  through  this  letter  which  that  she  him  sent 
Encreasen  'gan  desire,  of  which  he  brent'  ^ 

Wherefore  I  say  alway,  that  day  and  night 
This  Troilus  'gan  to  desiren  more 
Than  he  did  erst  ^  through  hope,  and  did  his  might 
To  presscn  on,  as  by  Panddrus'  lore,* 
And  writen  to  her  of  his  sorrows  sore 
From  day  to  day :  he  let  it  naught  refreid  '^ 

That  by  Pandare  he  somewhat  wrote  or  said. 

♦  ♦  «  «  « 


[This  indefatigable  friend  proposes  yet  farther  to  sen-e  him  by  en 
gaging  Deiphobus.  Troilus's  brother,  in  the  cause  of  Creseida, 
who  has  been  traduced  by  one,  "  false  Poliphete."  Deiphobus 
not  only  consents  personally  to  stand  her  friend,  but  in  additioD- 
promises  to  bring  into  the  party  his  brother  Hector  and  Helen. 
that  their  presence  and  society  may  give  her  consequence  with 
her  adversaries,  and  adds  : — J 

"  Speak  thou  thyself  also  to  Troilus 
On  my  behalf,  and  pray  him  with  us  dine." 
"  Sir,  all  this  shall  be  done,"  quod  Pandarus^ 
And  took  his  leave,  and  never  'gan  to  fine," 
But  to  his  niece's  house  as  straight  as  line 
He  came,  and  found  her  from  the  meat  arise, 
And  set  him  down,  and  spake  right  in  this  wise :  987 

'  Black  —  lines  or  letters,  understood.  *  Drede — doabt  'AT 
covcrwl  she — although  she  covered.  *  Behest — promise.  *  Foryede 
-  -forewent.  *  Spire  —  stake,  or  t^'ig :  probably  a  comiption  of 
spear.  'Brent  —  burned.  •Erst — before.  ^  Lore^learaing.  ex- 
perience.   '°  Refreid — grow  cold.     ^>  'Gan  to  fine — paused. 
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He  said.  "  O  very  God  !  so  have  I  run, 
a  \  nicc^  mine,  sec  ye  not  how  I  sweai  ? 
n'ot '  whether  ye  mor^  thank  me  conne ; ' 
B«  )fc  not  'ware  how  that  faJse  Poliphete 
Is  now  about  eftson^s  for  10  pleie,' 
And  bringen  on  you  advocacies  new?" 
'"  *  ' — no,"  quod  she,  and  changed  a!l  her  hue. 
What!  is  he  more  about  me  (or  to  dreich,' 
And  do  me  wrong?  what  shall  1  do?  alas  \ 
Yet  of  himselfen  nothing  would  I  relch* 
N'CR  it  for  Antenor  and  £neas. 
Thai  be  his  (ricnd^s  in  such  manner  case ; 
But  for  the  love  of  God,  mine  uncle  dear ! 
"  \o  fotcc  of  that,"  let  him  have  all  ifere ; ' 
"  Withoutcn  that  1  have  enough  for  us." 
Nay,  quod  Pandare,  it  shall  noihfng  be  so. 
For  1  have  been  right  now  at  Defphobus,* 
At  Hector,  and  mine  other  lordds  mo. 
And  shottly  maked  each  of  them  his  foe. 
That  by  my  thrift'  he  shall  it  never  win 
""ar  aught  he  can,  when  so  that  he  begin." 

And  as  they  easten  what  was  best  to  done, 
Dciphdbus,  of  his  ow-n*  courtesy. 
Came  het  to  pray  in  his  proper  person 
To  hold  him  on  ihc  morrow  company 
Al  dmner,  which  she  ne  would  not  deny. 
But  goodly  'gan  to  his  prayer  obey  ; 
He  Ibank6J  her,  and  went  upon  his  way. 

When  ihis  was  done  this  I'andams  anon, 
CTa  tcllen  in  short)  forth  he  'gan  lo  wend 
To  Troilus  as  still  as  any  stone. 
And  all  this  thing  he  told  him  ord'  and  end. 
And  how  that  he  Deiphdbus  'gan  to  blend.'" 
And  said  him;  "  Now  is  time  of  that  yc  con" 
To  bcaj-  the  bell  to-morrow',  and  all  is  won.   , 


Thou  shalt  go  overnight,  and  thai  as  blive. 
Unto  Detph<tbus'  house,  us  thee  to  play, 
'~hy  malady  away  the  bet  to  drive; 

«— know  not.    •  Thank  top  conrns- whether  you  are  «ble  to 

mc  ■  nnuro,     '  Pleie— plead.     •  Drewh— Uniible.     '  Retth 

•  No  force  of  thai— no  matlei  (or  lliai.     "  Kere— logethei. 

I  —  iBjuuigrmeiil,     '  Oni  —  paint,     "  Blend  —  draw  aiidr. 


!  6rn  syUable  of  Ddpbobo*  i*  I 
V— Dypholua. 


be  prDnouDceU  t 
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For  why?  thou  seemest  sick,  the  soth^  to  say; 
'  Soon  after  that,  down  in  thy  bed  thee  lay. 
And  say  thou  mayst  no  longer  up  endure. 
And  lie  right  there  and  bide  thine  dventure. 

"  Say  that  the  fever  is  wont  thee  to  take 
The  sam^  time,  and  lasten  till  a-morrow; 
And  let  see  now  how  weU  thou  canst  it  make, 
For  pard^,  sick  is  he  that  is  in  sorrow : 
Go  now,  farewell,  and  Venus  here  to  borrow* 
I  hope,  and  thou'  this  purpose  hold^  firm, 
Thy  grace  she  shall  thee  fully  there  confimu"     loy 

What  needeth  it  to  tellen  all  the  cheer 
That  Defphobus  unto  his  brother  made, 
Or  his  access,^  or  his  sickly  mann^re, 
How  men  go  him  with  clothes  for  to  lade 
When  he  was  laid,  and  how  men  would  him  glad^  * 
But  all  for  naught ;  he  held  forth  aye  the  wise 
That  ye  have  heard  Panddre  ere  this  devise.*     u 

But  certain  is  ere  Troilus  him  laid, 
Deiphdbus  had  prayed  him  overnight 
To  be  a  friend  and  helping  to  Creseid' ; 
God  wot  that  he  that  granted  anon  right 
To  be  her  full^  friend  with  all  his  might : 
But  such  a  need  was  it  to  pray  him  thenne* 
As  for  to  bidden  a  wood  man  to  renne.' 

The  morrow  came,  and  nighen  'gan  the  time 
Of  mealtidc,  when  that  the  fair  Queen  Hd^n 
Shope  her  to  be  an  hour  after  prime 
With  Defphobus,  to  whom  she  n'old^  feign, 
But  as  his  sister  homely,  soth  to  sain. 
She  came  to  dinner  in  her  plain  intent ; 
But  God  and  Pandare  wist  all  what  this  meant  lOf 

Came  eke  Creseid*  all  innocent  of  this, 
Antigon^  her  niece  and  Tarba'  also  : 
But  fly  we  now  prolixity  best  is,' 
For  love  of  God,  and  let  us  fast  ygo 
Right  to  th'  effect  withouten  tal^s  mo. 
Why  all  this  folk  assembled  in  this  place, 
Ana  let  us  of  their  saluingds  pace.*  106^ 

Great  honour  did  them  Defphobus  certain. 
And  fed  them  well  with  all  that  might  them  like, 

*  Soth  —  truth.  •  Borrow  —  engage.  '  And  thou  —  if  tboo.r 
*  Access — fever.  *  Devise— describe.  •  Thenne — thence.  '  Renne 
— run.  ^  Prolixity  best  is  —  this  is  a  fair  specimen  of  Chauoer*^ 
involution  of  a  sentence,  which  when  arranged,  reads  thus :  **BnC 
best  is  that  we  now  fly  prolixity.  *Saluinges  pace — pass  their 
salutations. 
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B<il  e^'crrnorc,  alns !  was  his  refrain,' 

*■  My  goodd  brother,  Troilus  the  sick, 

Ij'th  yci ; "  and  ihercwithal  he  'gan  to  sjke,' 

And  after  that  he  pained  him  to  glad 

Them  as  he  might,  and  cheertf  good  he  made.    1070 

Complained  eke  Hcl<5n  of  his  sickness 
So  faithfully,  that  pity  was  to  hear. 
And  every  wight  'gan  waxen  for  axes 
A  Iccch  anon,'  and  said  ;  "  In  this  mann^re 

cxiren  folk;  this  charm  1  will  thee  lere  :"' 
But  there  sdt  one.  al'  list  her  not '  to  teach. 
That  thought,  "  Yet  best  coulden  I  be  hjs  leech." 

After  complaint  him  'gonnen  they  to  praise,     1078 
As  folk  do  yet  when  some  wight  hath  begun 
To  praise  a  man,  and  up  with  praise  him  raise 
A  thousand  fold  yet  higher  than  the  sun  ; 
He  is,  he  can,  that  few  other  lord<!s  con  ;* 
And  Pandarus,  of  that  they  would  affirm, 
He  luught  forgot  their  praising  to  confirm.         1084 

Heard  all  this  thing  fair  Creseid'  well  enough. 
And  every  word  'gan  for  to  notify, 
For  which  with  sober  cheer  her  hearth  laugh  ; 
For  who  is  that  ne  would  her  glorify 

such  a  knight  do  live  or  die  ? ' 
But  all  pass  I,  lest  ye  too  long  ydwell ; 
But  for  one  fine*  is  all  that  e'er  1  tcIL  1091 

The  timtf  came  from  dinner  for  to  rise, 
And  as  them  ought,  arisen  evereachone, 
And  'gan  awhile  of  this  and  that  devise ; ' 
But  Pandarus  brake  all  this  speech  anon, 
And  saidd  10  Dciphobus ;  "  Will  je  gune, 
If  h  your  will  be,  as  1  erst  you  pray'd. 
To  spcaken  of  the  need^s  of  Crifsejd'f  I098 

he 

And  goodly  on  Crescida  she  beheld, 
Andiayed;  "Jovis!  let  him  never  thrive 
Huu  doth  you  harm,  and  reve  bim  soon  of  live, 


(Ft.)— Ihebimheiiirfhlssone,    'S.te— aieh.   »V 
IcBch  uion— iRLirasc  their  inquiiics  lor  a  phj^cm 

•  Lm    lorn.    •  Al'  list  htr  not—  «lihi>uKh  ih 
•Few  other  lordes  con  — he  ii.  he  knows  win 

I  do.    '  lj*e  ot  du>— (or  who  would  not  praiie  h« 
e  nebaluiishi  Uveordie?    *Fin»— cod.    '  De 

*  Blive-^iuckly. 
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And  give  me  sorrow  but  he  shall  it  me. 

If  that  I  may,  and  all^  folk  be  true.''  lioS 

"Tell  thou  thy  nieces  case,"  quod  Defphobus 
To  Pandarus,  "for  thou  canst  best  it  telL" 
"My  lord^s  and  my  ladies,  it  stant  thus; 
What  should  I  longer,  quod  he,  do  you  dwell  ?" 
He  rung  them  out  a  process^  like  a  bell 
Upon  her  foe,  that  hight  was  Polyphete, 
So  heinous,  that  men  mighten  on  it  spit.  i  *■   ^^ 

Answ^r'd  of  this  each  worse  of  them  than  other'^ 
And  Polyphete  they  gonnen  thus  to  waren,* 
A-hang^d  be  such  one,  were  he  my  brother, 
And  so  he  shall,  for  it  ne  may  not  varien :' 
What  should  1  longer  in  this  tald  tarrien  ? 
Plaindly  all  at  on^s  they  her  highten* 
To  be  her  friend  in  all  that  e'er  they  mighten.    i  ^C  '9 

Spake  then  Heldn,  and  said  to  Pandarus, 
"Wot  aught  my  lord  my  brother  of  this  mattdre, 
I  mean  Hectdr,  or  wot  it  Troilus  ?" 
He  said  her,  "Yea;  but  will  ye  me  now  hear? 
Me  think  thus,  sith  that  Troilus  is  here, 
It  were  good,  if  that  ye  would  assent,  ^, 

She  told  him  herself  all  this  ere  she  went ;  ir  ^^ 

"  For  he  will  have  the  more  her  grief  at  heart, 
Because  lo,  she  a  worthy  lady  is ; 
And  by  your  will  1  will  but  in  right  start, 
And  do  you  wete,*  and  that  anon  iwis. 
If  that  he  sleep  or  will  aught  hear  of  this  :* 
And  in  he  leap'd,  and  said  him  in  his  ear, 
"  God  have  thy  soul !  for  brought  have  I  thy  Wcr.'' 

To  smilen  of  this  'gan  then  Troilus  ;  ii; 

And  Pandarus,  «wi:houten  reckoning. 
Out  went  to  Helen  and  Deiphdbus, 
And  said  them;  "So  there  be  no  tarrying. 
No  mor^  press,*  he  will  well  that  ye  bring 
Creseid*,  my  lady,  that  is  now  here, 
And  as  he  may  endure,  he  will  her  hear.  114^ 

"  But  well  ye  wot  the  chamber  is  but  litc,^ 
And  fewd  folk  may  lightly*  make  it  warm; 
Now  looketh  ye,  for  1  will  have  no  wite.* 
To  bring  in  press*  that  might  1  ydo  him  harm, 
Or  him  diseascn  for  my  better  arm  ;'• 

'  Process — charge.  •  Waren — threaten.  '  May  not  varien— cm- 
not  change.  *  Highten — promise.  *  Do  you  wcte — ^let  you  know, 
and  that  indeed  immediately.  *  Press-  crowd,  company.  '  lite 
-  small.  *  Lightly— easily.  •  Wite— blame.  »•  Better  ami— or 
raider  him  unfit  for  my  better  security. 


II.]     TROILUS  AND  CRESEWA.  379 

«t  w«TC  it  she  at»d^  till  eftson^s' 

law  looketh  ye,  tlutt  knowen  what  to  done  is.    1 147 

"  [  say  for  me  best  is,  as  1  can  know, 
Tlut  no  wigbt  in  nc  wendi?  but  yc  iway, 

1  were  I,  for  I  can  in  a  throw,' 
Rehearse  her  case  unlike  thai  she  can  say, 
Aiul  after  this  she  may  on£s  him  pra.y 
To  be  good  lord  in  short,  and  lake  her  leave  ; 
This  may  not  muchel  of  his  case  him  reve.*         1 154 

And  eke,  for  she  is  strange,*  he  will  forbear 
His  ease,  which  that  him  daren  not  fur  you ; 
Eke  other  thing  that  tquchctb  not  to  hear 
He  will  it  tell,  1  wot  it  well  right  now, 
Tbat  secret  is,  and  for  the  townSs  prow,"' 
And  tbcy,  that  knew  nothing  uf  his  inieni, 
Withoulen  more  to  Troilus  in  they  wenL  1 161 

Hel^n  in  all  her  goodly  softly  wise 
*Gan  him  salute  and  womanly  to  play, 
Andsaid;  "Iwis  ye  must  algatc*  arise; 
N<w,  (airi  brother,  be  all  whole  1  pray;" 
And  her  arm  right  over  his  shoulder  lay. 
And  him  with  all  her  wit  to  rccomfdrt ; 
As  she  best  could,  she  'gan  him  to  disport.  1 16S 

So  after  this,  quod  she,  "We  you  beseek, 
Uy  dean*  brother!  Uciphobus  and  1, 
For  love  of  God,  and  so  dolh  Pandare  eke, 
To  be  good  lord  and  friend  right  heartily 
Unit)  Cresefda,  which  that  certainly 
Keccivtfd  wrong,  as  wot  well  here  Pandare, 
Tbu  can  her  case  well  bet'  than  [  declare,"         1 175 

This  Pandanis  'gan  new  his  tongue  affile,' 
And  all  her  case  rehearse,  and  that  anon  : 
When  it  was  said,  soon  after  in  a  while 

[uod  Troilus ;  "As  soon  as  1  may  gone, 

will  right  fain*  with  all  my  might  be  one, 
Have  Cod  my  truth,  her  cause  for  10  sustain ;" 
"'Now  good  thrift*  have  ye,"  quod  HcMn  the  Queen. 

Quod  Pandanis,  "And  it  your  will  ybc'"  1183 

That  she  may  take  her  leave  ere  ihni  she  gof " 
"O.  elWs  God  forbid  it!  then  quod  lie, 
If  that  nhe  vouchsafen  for  to  do  so," 
And  with  that  word,  quod  Troilus,  "  Ve  two, 

»  —  lomp  limp  aflcnvnrds.  'Throw  — short  lime, 
roive.  '  Straogr— imaiiK  she  Is  nltt.  difficnlL  '  Prow 
t.  'AlgHc-JH  nil  events.  '  AflilB— [loliih.  'Right 
f.    ■Thrill  — sucoeu.    »  Your  will  ybe  —  wul  It  you 


■i^*'**-^* 


And  larg^y  the  mount'na 

iney  gone  on  it  to  reader 

Now  let  them  read,  anc 

JL?  Pandarus,  that  'gan  fu 

?n.  .t"  "^^^  "^^"^  ^"d  out 
Into  the  -reat^  chamber*. 
And  say^d ;  "  God  save  k 

^^?]^' ^»ec^  mine,  my  lad 
Abideth  you,  and  eke  my  ] 

"  Rise,  take  with  you  yo 
Or  whom  you  list,  or  no  fc 
J^^^^^^P/ess^thebettei 

^K     """nS^*!  ^^^^  ye  thank 
Them  alM  three,  and  when 

Voiirtimeyseetakethoftl 
Lest  we  too  long  his  rest^s 

All  innocent  of  Pandarus 
Quod  then  Cresdida  ;  «  Go 
And  arm  in  arm  inwdrd  wii 
Avising  well  her  wordds  an 
And  Pandarus  in  eamestful 

btmteth  nght  here,  and  soft 

"  Aviseth  you  what  folk  h 

And  in  what  plight  one  is,  C 

And  mward  thus  full  softly 
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And  La  the  virtue  of  corounft  tw^n. 

Slay  not  this  man  that  hath  for  you  this  pain,     i: 

■•  Fie  on  the  devil !  think  which  one  lie  is, 
And  in  what  plight  he  lielh  ;   come  olf  anon  ; 
Thinlc  all  sucn  tarried  tide  but  lost  it  n'is,' 
That  will  ye  both^  say  when  ye  be  one; 
And  secondly,  there  yet  dcvineth  none 
Upon  you  two ;  come  off  now  if  ye  con 
While  folk  is  blent,*  lo !  all  the  time  is  won.        1 1 
"  In  tilering,*  and  pursuit,  and  delays, 
The  folk  dcvine  at  wagging  of  a  stri*,* 
Ajid  though  ye  would  have  after  merry  days. 
Then  dare  ye  not ;  and  why?  for  she  and  she 
Spake  such  a  word ;  thus  looked  he  and  he : 
Lest  time  be  lost  1  dare  not  with  you  deal. 
Come  olf  therefore,  and  btingeth  him  lo  heoL"   i: 

But  now  lo  you,  ye  lovers  that  be  here, 
Was  Troilus  not  in  a  cankedort,' 
That  lay  and  might  the  whisp'ring  of  ihem  hear? 
And  thought ;  "  O  Lord  !  right  now  runneth  my  sa 
Fully  lo  die  or  have  anon  comfiSrt ; " 
And  was  the  first  time  that  he  should  her  pray 
Of  lovo  ;  O  mighty  God !  what  shall  he  say  i      i: 


O  BUSSFXJL  light !  of  which  ihe  beam^s  clear 
Adometh  alltf  the  third  heaven  fair, 
O  sunn^s  life !  O  Jov^  daughter  dear  \ 
fleasancc  of  love  !   O  goodly  debonaire  I 
In  gentle  hearts  aye  ready  lo  repair, 
O  very  cause  of  hete '  and  of  gladness ! 
Yhericd '  be  thy  might  and  thy  goodncas ! 

In  heaven  and  hell,  in  earth  and  the  salt  sea, 
Is  felt  thy  might,  if  that  1  well  discern, 
As  tnan,  bird,  beast,  hsh.  herb,  and  green^  tree, 
They  Uxl  in  limtfs  wiili  vapdur  eteni ; 
God  loveth,  and  to  love  he  will  nought  wcrne  ;* 


It  n'U — nil  such  ddayed  ilde  is  bul  Imi.     •  Etlml — gone 
Tllninff — counshiii.     '  Diiviiw  ii  wngninf;  of  x  jinr  — 
tbe  (hakliig  of  a  straw.    >  CankMlorl  —  Koful  plight. 
'  Hde— health.    '  Ybciied  —  inlicd.    *  Wane  — 


ro." 
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And  in  this  world  no  liv^s  credture 

Withouten  love  is  wrought  or  may  endure.  ^* 

Ye,  Jovis,  first  to  thilk  affect^s*  glad. 
Through  which  that  thing^s  liven  all  and  be, 
Commendeden  and  amorous  him  made 
On  mortal  thing,  and,  as  ye  list,  aye  ye 
Gave  him  in  love  ease  or  adversity. 
And  in  a  thousand  formes  down  him  sent 
For  love  in  earth,  and  whom  you  list  he  hent'  21 

Ye,  fierce  Mars  appeasen  of  his  ire. 
And  as  you  list  ye  maken  hearths  digne ;  * 
Algat^s*  them  that  ye  will  set  a-fire 
They  dreaden  shame,  and  vices  they  resign ; 
Ye  doen  them  courteous  be,*  fresh,  and  l^nign, 
And  high  or  low  after  a  wight  entendeth* 
The  joy^s  that  he  hath,  your  might  it  sendeth.  *5 

Ye  holden  regne'  and  house  in  unity. 
Ye  sothfast®  cause  of  friendship  be  also ; 
Ye  k  no  wen  all  thilk  covered  quality 
Of  thing^s  which  that  folk  on  wondren  so* 
When  they  cannot  constnie  how  it  may  go 
She  loveth  him,  or  why  he  loveth  her, 
As  why  this  fish^  n'ot  that  com*th  to  wear.**  .35 

Ye  folk  a  law  have  set  in  universe, 
And  this  know  1  by  them  that  lovers  be. 
That  whoso  striveth  with  you  hath  the  worse : 
Now  lady  bright,  for  thy  benignity, 
At  reverence  of  them  that  serven  thee, 
Whose  clerk  I  am,  so  teacheth  me  devise** 
Some  joy  of  that  is  felt  in  thy  service : 

Ye  in  my  naked  hearths  sentiment 
Inhilde,*'  and  do  me  show  of  thy  sweetness, 
Caliope !  thy  voice  be  now  present. 
For  now  is  need ;  seest  thou  not  my  distress 
How  I  must  tell  anon  right  the  gladness 
Of  Troilus  to  Venus  herying?  ** 
To  which  gladness  who  need  hath,  God  him  bring?  49 


Lay  all  this  meanwhile  this  sad  Troilus 
Recording  his  lesson  in  this  mannere, 

*  Affectes  —  affections.  *  Hent  —  attacked,  caught  *  Digne— 
worthy.  *  Algates  —  always.  *  Doen  thdn  courteous  be — cause 
them  to  become  courteous.  •  Entendeth — attendeth.  '  Regne— 
kingdom.  ^  Sothfast — true,  steady,  firm.  *  On  wondren  so— so 
wonder  at.  *o  Wear — a  trap  for  fish.  "  Devise— describe.  *•  In- 
hilde — infuse.     ^^  Herying — praising,  worshippiQg. 
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Mafay.'  ihotighl  he,  ibus  will  I  say  and  thus, 

■hus  will  [  plain  unto  my  lady  dear, 

lial  word  is  good,  and  this  shall  be  my  cheer, 

"his  n'ill  I  not  forgettcn  in  no  wise  :" 

lod  lenc  him  worker'  as  he  can  devise.  56 

And.  Lord !  so  that  his  heart  began  to  quappc* 
Hearing  her  come,  and  short  'gan  for  to  sike  ;  * 
And  Handarus,  that  led  her  by  the  lap," 
Came  near,  and  'gan  in  at  (he  curtain  pike,' 
And  sayM,  "God  dn  bole'  on  all  the  sick! 
See  who  is  here  you  comen  to  visile  ; 
Lo!  here  is  she  that  is  your  death  to  wile. 
Therewith  it  seemed  as  he  wepl  almosL 
"Aha!  (|uod  Troilus,  so  rullif.illy, 
Where  mc  be  woe  O  mighty  God!  thou  woi'si : 
Who  is  all  there  1  see  not  [ru%." 

Sir,  (quod  Creseid")  it  is  Pandare  and  I." 

Vc,  sircctd  heart,  alas!  I  may  not  rise 
To  kneel,  and  do  you  honour  in  some  wise."  70 

And  dressi!d  him  upwird ;'  and  she  right  iho'" 
■Gan  both  her  hand^s  soft  upon  him  lay. 
"O,  for  the  love  of  God  do  ye  not  so 
To  mc  t  (quod  she).     Ey,  what  is  this  lo  see ! 
Sir,  comcn'  am  1  10  you  for  causes  iway, 
First  you  to  thank,  and  of  your  lordship  eke 
Continuance  I  wouldi  you  beseke.""  77 

This  Troilus,  that  heard  his  lady  pray 
Of  lordship,  him  wax'd  neither  quick  nor  dead, 
Nor  might  one  word  for  shame  unto  it  say, 
Although  men  shouldcn  smiten  olThis  head, 
Bui  Lord!  so  he  wax'd  suddenly  all  red ; 
And,  Sir,  his  lesson  ihat  he  weende  conne" 
To  prayen  her,  is  through  his  wii  yrun.  84 

Creseid'  all  this  espyed  well  enough. 
For  she  was  wise,  and  bv'd  him  ne'er  the  less. 
All  n'erc  he'  in  all  apcn,  or  made  it  tough," 
Or  was  too  bold  to  sing  a  fool&  mass ; 
But  when  his  shame  began  somewhat  to  pass 
His  reason,  as  1  niay  my  rhymes  hold, 
]  will  you  tell  as  tcachcn  book^s  old.  91 

-ma  Tol.  by  my  faith.    <  God  Iche  him  worken   -God 

blame  for.    *  V. 

-tbcfL     ■>  BcKke-boeoch.     '■  WecDde  o 
f  by  heart.    "  Tou£h — although  he  Wi 
T  |>tln»-taking. 
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In  changed  voice,  ri^t  for  his  very  dread, 
Which  voice  eke  quoke,  and  thereto  his  maonere 
Goodly  abash'd,  and  now  his  hu^  red 
Now  pale,  unto  Creseid'  his  lady  dear, 
With  look  downcast,  and  humbly  yolden  cheer,* 
Lo  the  alderfirst*  word  that  him  astart. 
Was  twicd,  "  Mercy,  mercy,  my  dear  heart !"      98 

And  stint  awhile,  and  when  he  might  out  faring 
The  next^  word,  was  ;  "  God  wot  for  I  have 
As  faithfully  as  I  have  had  coiming* 
Been  yourds  all,  God  so  my  soul^  save, 
And  shall,  till  that  I  woful  wight  be  grave,^ 
And  though  I  dare  nor  can  unto  you  plain,' 
Iwis^  I  suffer  not  the  less^  pain.  105 

*'Thus  much  as  now,  ah  womanlike  wife! 
I  may  out  bring,  and  if  this  you  displease 
That  shall  I  wreak  upon  mine  owne  life 
Right  soon  I  trow,  and  do  your  heart  an  ease, 
If  with  my  death  your  heart  I  may  appease; 
But  since  that  ye  have  heard  me  something  say, 
Now  retch  ^  I  never  how  soond  that  I  dey."'       n^ 

Therewith  his  manly  sorrow  to  behold 
It  might  have  made  a  heart  of  stone  to  rue, 
And  Pandare  wept  as  he  to  \irater  would, 
And  pokdd  ever*  nis  niec^  new  and  new,* 
And  sayed,  "  Woe  begone  been  hearth  true; 
For  love  of  God  make  of  this  thing  an  end. 
Or  slay  us  both  at  once  ere  that  ye  wend.**®       ^^9 

"I,  what?  (quod  she.)    By  God  and  by  my  truth 
I  n'ot**  never  what  ye  wiln^  that  I  say." 
''£h,  what?  (quod  he)  that  ye  have  on  him  ruth 
For  Godd^s  love,  and  doeth  him  not  to  die." 
*•*•  Now  then  thus  ^quod  she)  I  will  him  pray 
To  tellen  me  the  nne  of  his  intent ; 
Yet  wist  I  never  well  what  that  he  meant"  126 

"  What  that  I  mean,  O  my  sweet  hearth  dear! 
(Quod  Troilus)  O  goodly  fresh  and  free ! 
That  with  the  stream^s  of  your  eyen  clear 
Ye  woulden  sometime  friendly  on  me  see^ 
And  then  agredn  that  I  may  be  he, 
Withouten  branch  of  vice  on  any  wise, 
In  truth  alway  to  do  you  my  service,  1 33 

'  Humbly  yolden  cheer — humbly  \ielded  manner.    •  AlderfB**" 
the  very  first.     '  Conning — skill.    *  Be  grave — be  laid  in  the  gx*^ 

*  Plain  —  complain.     •  Iwis  —  truly.     '  Retch— care.    •  Dey— <!•*• 

•  New  and  new — again  and  again  thrust  his  niece.    *•  Wend-^ 
**  N'ot — Know  not 
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^^  "Aa  lo  my  lady  rigbt,  and  chief  resort, 
Wtih  all  my  wir  and  all  my  diligence. 
And  1  lo  have  right  as  you  list  comfort, 
Vndcr  j-our  yard'  cgnl  to  mine  offence, 
Ai  ddih,  if  thai  I  brcaken  your  defence. 
And  ihii  yc  dcignd  me  so  much  hondur 
Me  lo  commanden  aught  in  any  hour. 

And  t  \n  be  your  very  humble,  true. 
Secret,'  and  in  my  paints  patient, 
And  ever  to  desiren  freshly  new 
To  scrrcn.  and  be  aye  like  diligent. 
And  vrllh  good  heart  all  wholly  your  talent' 
Receive"  well  how  sortf  that  me  smart : 
Lo,ihi9  mean  I,  O  mine  own  sweet d  heart!" 

Wtib  that  she  'gan  her  eycn  on  him  cast 
Full  easily  and  full  debonairly, 
Avising  her,*  and  hied  her  not  too  fast 
Wiib  ne'er  a  word,  but  said  him  softdly, 
**  Mine  honour  safe,  1  will  well  trui5ly. 
And  in  such  form  as  ye  can  now  devise, 
Jteccivcn  him  fully  to  my  service ; 

"  Bcsecchlnc  him,  for  Godd^j  love,  that  he 
Would  in  honour  of  Iruih  and  genilcness. 
As  I  well  mean,  ckc  meancn  well  to  me. 
And  mine  liondur  wilh  wit  and  business* 
Aye  keep ;  and  if  1  may  do  him  gladness 
from  henn^sforlli,  iwis  I  n'ill  not  feign  ; 
Now  be  all  whole,  no  longer  ye  nc  plain. 

**  But  naih^lesB  this  warn  1  you  (ijuod  she), 
A  kingA  son  although  ye  be  iwis,* 
Yet  fc  shall  no  more  hav*  sov"n:ignty 
Of  me  in  love  than  righl  in  ihat  case  is ; 
Ne  nMl  I  forbear  if  yc  do  amiss 
To  wratbea'  you,  and  while  thai  ye  me  serve 
Cherish  you  right  after  that  ye  deserve. 

"And  short^ly,  de.ir  heart,  and  ail  my  knight! 
Ic  glad,  and  dmweth  you  lo  lusiiness,' 
fcndfl  dtall  truly,  with  all  my  full  might, 
Vour  bitter  louien  all  to  swectt^ness. 
If  I  be  ihc  thai  may  do  you  gladness ; 


O^.  rod  (or  comelion}. 

"Swrn-confidnnt.    'Your 

v«n  mU-m  good  «ill  ret 

live  ywK  nfftctlon.     ■  AvWIng 

o— (till  and  diiiKMiee.     •  l*i* 

'  LusuocM-dflliBhl.ioy- 

diTlDK.     •  Wii  xvA  liudne 
Wiwhcn-be  juigry  ~nli. 
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For  every  woe  ye  shall  recover  bliss." 
And  him  in  arm^s  took,  and  'gan  him  Idss.  ^75 

•  •  •  •  • 

With  that  Hel^n  and  also  Defphobus 
Then  comen  upward,  right  at  the  stair^  end, 
And,  Lord  !  so  then  *gan  groanen  Troilus, 
His  brother  and  his  sister  for  to  blend,* 
(Quod  Pandarus)  "It  time  is  that  we  wend;' 
Take,  niec^  mine,  your  leave  at  them  all  three, 
And  let  them  speak,  and  cometh  forth  with  me-^   '^2 

She  took  her  leave  at  them  full  thriftily,' 
As  she  well  could,  and  they  her  reverence 
Unto  the  full  ydidden  heartily. 
And  wonder  well  speaken  in  her  absence 
Of  her,  in  praising  of  her  excellence, 
Her  governance,  her  wit,  and  her  mannere 
Commendeden,  that  it  joy  was  to  hear.  '  ^ 

^  Now  let  her  wend  unto  her  ownd  place, 

And  tumen  we  to  Troilus  again. 
That  'gan  full  lightly  of  thd  letter  pace* 
That  Defphobus  had  in  the  garden  seen ; 
And  of  Hel^n  and  him  he  would^  fain 
Delivered  been,  and  say^d  that  him  lest 
To  sleep,  and  after  talds*  have  a  rest 

Helen  him  kiss'd,  and  took  her  leave  as  blive,* 
Deiph6bus  eke,  and  home  went  every  wight, 
And  Pandarus  as  fast  as  he  may  drive 
To  Troilus  then  came  as  lin^  right,' 
And  on  a  pallet  all  that  gladd^  night 
By  Troilus  he  lay  with  merry  cheer, 
And  well  w«as  them  that  they  weren  yfere.'  203 

When  every  wight  was  voided  but  they  two, 
And  all  the  doords  weren  fast  yshet — 
To  tell  in  short,  withouten  word^s  mo, 
This  Pandarus  withouten  any  let* 
Up  rose,  and  on  his  beddds  side  him  set, 
And  'gan  to  speaken  in  a  sober  wise 
To  Troilus  as  I  shall  you  devise.***  210 

•  •  •  •  • 

[The  result  of  this  discourse  is  to  conjure  Troilus,  on  behalf  of  his 
niece,  whom  he  has  been  the  means  of  placing  under  his  i»o> 
tcction,  never  to  betray  or  desert  her.     "For  (says  he) 

»  Blend— blind.  *  Wend— go.  »  Thriftily— discreetly.  «  Pace- 
pass  over.  *  Tales — talking.  •  As  blive — as  quickly  as  possible. 
'  As  line  right — as  straight  as  a  line.  '  Weren  yfere — and  well  was 
it  for  them  that  they  were  together.  •  Let— delay.  '•  Devise- 
describe. 
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Thai  miD  \%  unbom  I  don  well  swear, 
TTiai  ever  witl  Ihai  ihe  yet  did  mniss  ; 
"  -  me  Ihal  I  (hal  cause  all  this 

II  ihal  the  i*  my  mtet  deu, 
ct  uncle'.  »nd  irajior  eke  ifcre."' 


Mn  thin) 
Andl  ha 


-J 

And  'gan  his  look  on  P.indarus  up  cast 
'uU  soberly,  and  friendly  on  lo  sec, 
ind  saycdi  "Fnend,  in  Aprilis  Ihe  last, 
LK  well  thou  wot'sl.  if  it  remember  thee, 
_lo«  nigh  the  death  for  woe  thou  founds  me, 
And  bow  thou  didcsi  all  thy  business 
To  know  of  mc  the  cause  of  my  distress;  217 

Thou  wot'st  how  long  I  It  forbare  to  say 
To  ihce  thai  an  the  man  that  I  best  trlst,' 
And  peril  none  w^is  to  thee  to  bewray. 
That  wist*  I  well;  but  tell  me  if  thee  list,' 
Sith  I  so  loath  was  that  thyself  it  wist. 
How  durst  I  morf  tcllen  of  this  mattcre 
That  quakd  now  though  no  wight  may  us  hear?    224 

But  nath^less.  by  that  God  1  ihee  swear. 
Thll  as  hiin  list'  may  all  this  world  govern, 
And  if  1  he  Achillea  with  his  spearc 
M  ine  hearth  cleave,  all  were  my  hfe  etcrtic. 
As  1  am  morial.  if  I  late  or  yeme* 
Would  it  bewray,  or  durst,  or  should,  or  conne,' 
For  all  the  good  that  God  made  under  sun ;  23 1 

That  rather  die  I  would  and  determine, 
As  thinketh  me  now,  siock<fd*  in  prison, 
in  wretchedness,  in  filth,  and  in  vcrmtnc, 
Captive  to  cruel  King  Agamemnon; 
And  this  in  all  the  temples  of  this  town, 
Upon  the  goddtfs  all,  1  will  thee  swear, 
To-morrow  day,  if  that  thee  likeih  hear.  238 

And  that  thou  hast  so  much  ydone  for  mc 
That  I  ne  may  it  nevermore  dtserve, 
Tht«  know  I  well,  all  might  1  now  for  thee 
A  thousand  [im^s  on  a  morrow  starve ; ' 
,1  can  no  more  but  that  I  will  thee  serve 
Right  as  thine  own  slave,  whither  so  thou  wend. 
For  evermore  unto  my  Uv^s  end.  245 


»— loccthcr.  at  the  tume  tl 
'  LiM— plane  '  A»  hitn  L 
•  Yemc  — torlj'.     '  1 


n  Ihii  wurld 
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"But  here  with  all  my  heart  I  thee  beseech 
That  never*  in  me  thou  deem^  such  foU^ : 
As  I  shall  say,  me  thought^  by  thy  speech. 
That  this  which  thou  me  dost  for  company 
I  should  weenen*  it  were  a  'villainy;' 
I  am  not  wood'  all  if  I  Iew*d'  ybe : 
It  is  not  so,  that  wot  I  well  pard^.  352 

«  «  «  «  « 

"  But  sith  that  thou  hast  done  me  this  service 
My  life  to  save,  and  for  no  hope  of  meed, 
So  for  the  love  of  God  this  great  emprise 
Perform  it  out,  for  now  is  the  most  need; 
For  high  and  low,  withouten  any  drede,* 
I  will  alway  thine  hest^^  all^  keep : 
Have  now  good  night,  and  let  us  both^  sleep.^      21^ 

Thus  held  them  each  of  other  well  apaid,' 
That  all  the  world  ne  might  it  bet^  amend, 
And  on  the  morrow,  when  they  were  array'd 
Each  to  his  ownd  needes  'gan  intend  ;  • 
But  Troilus,  though  as  the  fire  he  brende* 
For  sharp  desire  of  hope  and  of  pleasance, 
He  not  forgot  his  good  wise  governance  ;  266 

But  in  himself  with  manhood  'gan  restrain 
Each  rakel  ^^  deed  and  each  unbridled  cheer, 
That  all  that  liven,  sothd  for  to  sain, 
Ne  should  have  wist  by  word  or  by  mannere 
What  that  he  meant  as  touching  this  mattere. 
From  every  wight  as  far  as  is  the  cloud, 
He  was  so  wise,  and  well  dissimuVn  could.         «73 

And  all  the  while  which  that  I  now  devise" 
This  was  his  life,  with  all  his  fulld  might, 
By  day  he  was  in  Mart^s  high  servfce, 
That  is  to  say,  in  armds  as  a  knight, 
And  for  the  more  part  all  the  longd  night 
He  lay  and  thought  how  that  he  might  yservc 
His  lady  best,  her  thank"  for  to  deserve.  '^ 

N'ill*'  I  not  swear,  although  he  lay^  soft, 
That  in  his  thought  he  n'as^^  somewhat  diseas^ 
Ne  that  he  turned  on  his  pillows  oft, 
And  would  of  that  him  miss^  have  been  eas^ ; 
But  in  such  case  men  be  not  alway  pleas^ 

*  Weenen — think,  conclude.  *  Wood  — mad.  '  Lcwed-^^gJ' 
rant.  *  Drede — doubt.  *  Hestcs— -commands.  •  Apaid— aatifflw- 
'  Bet— better.  *  Intend— attend.  •  Brcnde— burned.  **Rakel-- 
rash.  "  Devise— describe.  "  Thank— reward.  »  N'ai-florwiD- 
}^  N'as — was  not 


L  III.]     TROILL'S  AND\CRESE!DA.  3! 

^nr  aughi  I  woi^,  no  more  ihon  was  he, 

t^ai  can  I  deem  of  possibility.  li 

Bui  certain  is.  to  purpose  for  to  go, 
Thit  in  this  while,  as  wTiltcn  is  in  geste,' 
Kc  s.)w  his  Udy  somcliinc.  and  also 
She  with  him  spake  when  thai  she  durst  and  lest,' 
And  fay  Ihcir  boih  avisc,'  as  was  the  best. 
AppoinCcdcn  full  warely  in  this  need, 
So  as  they  durst,  how  ihey  wouldcn  proceed.         2^ 

Bui  it  was  spoken  in  so  short  a  wise. 
In  such  await*  Mlway,  and  in  such  fear, 
Lc»i  any  wight  devinco  or  devise'^ 
Would  of  them  t*o,  or  to  it  lay  an  ear. 
That  nil  this  world  so  lefe  to  them  nc  were* 
As  that  Cu|Hdo  would  them  grace  send 
To  maken  of  their  purpose  right  an  end  3< 

But  thilk^  little  that  they  spake  or  wrought 
His  wi»j  ehost '  took  aye  of  all  such  heed. 
It  Memid  her'  he  wistd  what  she  thought 
Withoutcn  word,  so  that  it  was  no  nceil 
To  bid  him  auglit  to  do  or  aught  forbid, 
For  which  she  thought  that  love,  al'  come  it  late," 
Of  oll^  joy  had  opened  her  the  g.itc.  3c 


ITiat  he  so  full  stood  in  his  lady's  grace 

That  ttventy  thousand  tim<Jt  ere  she  let" 

She  thanked  God  she  ever  with  him  met ; 

So  could  he  him  giivdm  ia  such  service 

That  all  the  world  nc  might  it  bet"  devise;  315 

For  why  ?  she  found  him  so  discreet  in  all, 
>o  secret,  and  eke  of  such  obeisance. 
That  well  she  felt  be  *a*  to  her  a  wall 
Of  stec?,  and  shield  from  every  displeasance, 
That  lo  ytwen  in  his  good  governance, 
So  wise  lie  was,  she  was  no  more  afearM  ; 
I  mean  as  far  as  it  ought  been  requer^d.  321 

And  Pandarus  to  quick'n  alway  the  Arc 
Was  ever  iliktf  prest''  and  diligent ; 
To  cdM  his  friend  was  set  all  his  desire ; 

^ — hulory.    *  l.fsi~(ilmitnl.    *Avife— tounseL    'Awnil— 

Bn,  iiij[-l[]rb(;      ■■  Dcvinrnof  (Irrlif^-tonJKlurrorrrlale.  tprak 
\     '  "  ie— thai  nil  Ihii  world  would  o«  t»  m 

fc.i  1    ipiril,  mind.     •  It  Mcmol  her— ii  up- 

—   "e  kti*W  whal  she  (hoii£hl. 
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He  shove  aye  on ;  he  to  and  fro  was  sent. 
He  letters  bare  when  Troilus  was  absent, 
That  never  man  as  in  his  friend^s  need 
Ne  bare  him  bet  than  he  withouten  drede.' 

«  «  «  «  « 

Now  is  there  Httle  more  for  to  be  done 
But  Pandare  up,  and,  shortly  for  to  sain, 
Right  soon  upon  the  changing  of  the  moon, 
When  lightless  is  the  world  a  night  or  twain, 
And  that  the  welkin  shope'  him  for  to  rain, 
He  straight  a-morrow  unto  his  niec^  went, 
Ye  have  well  heard  the  fine*  of  his  intent  53^ 

When  he  was  come  he  'gan  anon  to  play. 
As  he  was  wont,  and  of  himself  to  jape/ 
And  finally  he  swore,  and  'gan  her  say 
By  this  and  that,  she  should  him  not  escape, 
No  longer  do  him  after  her  to  cape,* 
But  certainly  that  she  must,  by  her  leave. 
Come  suppen  in  his  house  with  him  at  eve.  Ul 

At  which  she  laughs,  and  'gan  her  first  excuse. 
And  said;  "  It  raineth,  lo!  how  should  I  gone?** 
''  Let  be  (quod  he)  nor  stand  not  thus  to  muse ; 
This  must  be  done,  ye  shall  come  there  anon.** 
So  at  the  last  hereof  they  fell  at  one,* 
Or  cllds  soft  he  swore  her  in  her  ear. 
He  n'oidd  never  comen  there  she  were.'  55^ 

Soon  after  this  she  unto  him  'gan  rowne,' 
And  askdd  him  if  Troilus  were  there  ? 
He  swore  her  Nay,  for  he  was  out  of  town, 
And  said ;  "What  niece,  I  'pose*  that  he  were  there, 
You  durst  ncvdr  have  the  mord  fear  ? 
For  rather  than  men  might  him  there  espy 
Me  lever*®  were  a  thousand  fold  to  die."  3)7 

Naught  list  mine  author  fully  to  declare 
What  that  she  thought  when  that  he  said  her  so, 
That  Troilus  was  out  of  town  ifare," 
And  if  he  saidd  thereof  soth  *^  or  no ; 
But  that  without  await*'  with  him  to  go 


capel  signihes  a  horse,  I  conjecture  that  this  may  be  a  verb  deri^ 
from  the  noun,  to  riefe, —Ami  hence  the  term  fo  caper.  •  Felltt*'*^ 
— they  agreed.  '  There  she  were — lie  would  never  come  where  »c 
was.  '  Rowne— whisper,  murmur.  •  'pose — suppose.  *•  L***- 
rather.    "  Ifore— fared,  gone.    "  Soth— true.     "  Await— ddaf. 
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Sbr  j^antcd  Iiim,  sith  be  her  that  besought, 

And  as  his  oiccp  obcy^  as  her  ought.  3 

It  nalbdlcss  yei  'gaxt  she  him  beseech. 
Although  with  him  to  go  il  was  no  fe.ir. 
Tor  lo  beware  of  gofish '  people's  speech, 
Tb4t  drcaimrn  thing^s  which  that  never  were, 
Aiul  well  aviKn  him  whom  he  brought  there ; 
And  said  him  ;  "  £,me,  since  I  must  on  you  trjst 
Ijook  all  be  well ;  1  do  now  as  you  list."  3 

He  «worc  her  this  by  alock^s  and  by  stones, 
And  by  the  godd^s  thai  in  heaven  dwell, 
Or  cU^  were  him  lever  soul  and  bones 
With  Pluto  King  as  deep«^  been  in  hell 
As  Tantalus  ;  what  shoulden  I  more  tell  ? 
When  all  was  well  he  rose  and  took  his  leave, 
And  sli«  TO  supper  came  wlicn  ii  was  eve,  i 

With  a  certain  number  of  her  <iwni5  men, 
And  with  her  faiSr  niece  Aniigoni!, 
I  And  other  of  her  women  nine  or  ten ; 
'  But  who  was  glad  now,  who,  as  trowen  ye  ? 
Btil  Troilus,  that  stoi>d  and  might  it  see 
Tlirtmghaul  a  little  window  in  a  stew,'. 
Theic  DC  besliut,  till  midnight  was,  in  mew,'  ; 

Unwist  of  every  wight  but  of  Pandarc. 
Bat  to  the  poitiL     Now  when  that  she  was  come 
iVilh  alH  joy,  and  all  her  friends  in  fare,* 
;  Her  erne*  anon  in  arrnds  hath  her  nomc,° 
And  after  to  tlic  supper  all  and  some. 
When  as  time  was  'uU  soft  they  them  yset, 
'  God  *vot  there  was  no  dainty  fare  to  fet.'  j 

And  after  supper  gonnen  they  to  rise, 
Al  eastf  well,  with  hearts  full  fresh  and  glad, 
And  well  was  him  iliat  could^  best  devise 
To  liken'  her,  or  that  her  laughcn  made  : 
,  Re  HiRg,  she  play'd ;  he  told  a  tale  of  Wade ; 

V  (Fr-  S^fi^-aaW.  KOMipioB.  'Stew,  (Sin.  «nrf  ¥t. 
n.  dOKt.  '  I  n  oicw— wnlin«L  '  In  faic-hnd  gtinv 
ladc    *  Nume_Ixl[«n.     '  Fcl — (etcli.     *  Liken  — picw 


jgj.  Tail  tf  Wadi.  ]    In  Ihn  ilayi  of  Cli«uc*t.  • 

■  coonnilni!  "Wiilc  mil  lij>  tioot."  callnl   ' 
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But  at  the  last,  as  evexy  thing  hath  end, 

She  took  her  leave,  and  need^  would  thence  wend* 

But,  O  fortune!  executrix  of  wierd^s,* 

0  influences  of  these  heavens  high ! 
Soth  is,  that  under  God  ye  be  our  hierd^' 
Though  to  us  beast^s  be  the  causes  wry ;  * 
This  mean  I  now,  for  she  'gan  homeward  hie ; 
But  execute  was  all  beside  her  leve* 
The  goddds  will,  for  which  she  must  believe.      ^ 

The  bent^  moon^  with  her  horns  all  pal^ 
Saturn  and  Jove,  in  Cancer  join^  were, 
That  such  a  rain  from  heaven  'gan  avale,* 
That  every  manner  woman  that  was  there 
Had  of  that  smoky  rain  a  very  fear  ; 
At  which  Pandare  then  laughs,  and  s^id  then, 
"  Now  were  it  time  a  lady  to  go  henn?  4** 

"  But  good^  niece,  if  I  might  ever  please 
You  any  thing,  then  pray  I  you  (quod  he) 
To  do  mine  heart  as  now  so  great  an  ease 
As  for  to  dwell  here  all  this  night  with  me ; 
For  why  ?  this  is  your  own^  house  pardd, 
For  by  my  truth,  I  say  it  not  in  game, 
To  wend*  as  now  it  were  to  me  a  shame." 

Creseida,  which  that  could  '  as  muchel  good 
As  half  a  world,  took  heed  of  his  pray^re, 
And  since  it  rain'd,  and  all  was  in  a  flood, 
She  thought,  "  As  good  cheap  •  may  I  dwellen  here, 
And  grant  it  gladly  with  a  friendds  ch^r. 
And  have  a  thank,  as  grudge  and  then  abide ; 
For  home  to  go  it  may  not  well  betide.  427 

"  I  will  (quod  she),  mine  uncle  lefe*  and  dear ! 
Since  that  you  list ;  it  skill  is***  to  be  so, 

1  am  right  glad  with  you  to  dwellen  here ; 
I  said^  but  in  game  that  I  would  go.** 

"  Iwis  "  grand  mercy!  niec6  (quod  he),  tho  ;  '• 

Were  it  a  game  or  no,  thee  soth  to  tell. 

Now  am  I  glad  since  that  you  list  to  dwell"         434 

Thus  all  is  well ;  but  then  began  aright 
The  new^  joy,  and  all  the  feast  again ; 
But  Pandarus,  if  goodly  had  he  might, 

*  Wend— go.  •  Wierdes — destinies.  •  Hierdcs— heixis.  keepers. 
4  "Wry — crooked,  untoward.  *  Leve — inclination.  •  Avale,  (Ft.)— 
pour  down.  ^  Could— was  able  to  afibrd.  ^  As  good  cheap— as 
advantageously.  *  Lefe— pleasant,  dear.  >®  It  skill  is — it  is  rcasoD- 
able.    "Iwis— indeed.    "  Tho— then. 
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Re  would  have  hitid  her  to  bed  fuN  fain, 
^nd  uid  ;  "  O  Lord  1  this  is  a  hugtf  rain, 
This  were  a  weather  for  to  siccpcn  In, 
d  that  I  rede'  us  soon^  lo  begin  ; 

"  And,  nicc^,  wot  yc  where  1  will  you  lay  ? 
"  we  shall  not  liggcn"  far  asunder. 

And,  for  yc  neither  shallt^n,  dare  I  say, 
Hi'^ren  tbc  noist^  of  rain^s  nor  of  thunder, 
By  God  right  in  my  little  closet  yondcT, 
And  I  will  in  that  outer  house  alone 
Be  warden  of  your  women  evercachone  ; 

"And  in  this  middle  chamber  that  ye  see 
Shall  all  your  women  sicepcn  well  and  soft, 
And  there  I  say^d  shall  yourseivcn  be, 
And  if  yc  ligK^"'  well  lo-nighl,  come  oft, 
And  cnreth  not  what  weather  is  aloft. 
Co  in  anon,  ond  when  so  that  ye  lest. 
Go  we  lo  sleep,  I  Irow  it  be  the  best." 

There  o'ls  no  morrf,  but  hereafter  soon 
They  drank,  voided,'  and  curtains  drew  anon; 
^an  every  wight  that  haddtf  naught  to  done 
the  place  out  of  the  chamber  gone  i 
And  evermore  so  stcm^ly  it  rone.' 
And  blew  therewith  so  wondcrliki?  loud, 
3^at  well  nigh  no  man  hcarcn  other  could. 

Then  Tandarus,  her  eme,°  right  as  him  ought, 
nrith  women  such  as  were  her  most  about, 
full  glad  unto  her  beddds  side  her  brought, 

d  took  his  leave,  and  'gan  full  low  lo  lout,' 
Aod  4aid  ;  "  Here  ai  this  closet  door  without, 
Ri)^t  ovenhwnrt,  your  women  liggen'  all, 
Thai  whom  ye  list  of  them  ye  m.iy  soon  call." 

So  when  that  she  was  in  the  closet  laid. 
And  all  her  women  forth  by  ordinance 
A  bedd^  wercn,  there  as  1  have  said, 
There  n'as'  no  more  to  skippen  nor  to  prance. 
But  bidden  go  lo  bcdd<  with  mischance, 
If  any  wight  stirring  were  any  where, 
And  let  inem  sleepcn  that  a-bed  ywere. 

Bui  Pandarus,  that  well  couth  each  adcal' 
The  oldrf  dance:,  and  every  iviint  therein. 
When  thai  he  wlsi^  that  all  thing  was  wele, 

■IvIk.  •  Ligjm — lie.  •  Void«l— went  om  •  Hi 
led.  •  Ein>?  —  imclv.  'l<oul  — 1»».  '  N'ai  — m  ' 
A  »d(»l— inew  In  evciy  mpect. 
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He  thought  he  would  upon  his  work  begin, 

And  'gan  the  stewe^  door  all  soft  unpin 

As  still  as  stone,  withouten  longer  let;* 

By  Troilus  adown  right  he  him  set.  483 

And,  shortly  to  the  point  right  for  to  gone, 
Of  all  this  work  he  told  him  ord  and  end, 
And  sayed  ;  "  Make  thee  ready  right  anon, 
For  thou  shalt  into  heaven  bliss  ywend" 
"  Now  blissful  Venus  !  thou  me  grace  ysend, 
(Quod  Troilus)  for  never  yet  no  need 
Had  I  ere  now,  ne  halfindeal*  the  dread."  490 

(Quod  Pandarus)  "  Ne  dread  thee  ne'er  a  deal* 
For  it  shall  be  right  as  thou  wilt  desire ; 
So  thrive  I,  this  night  shall  I  make  it  wele. 
Or  casten  all  the  gruel  in  the  fire.'' 
"  Yet  blissful  Venus !  this  night  thou  m'  inspire, 
(Quod  Troilus)  as  wis*  as  I  thee  serve. 
And  ever  bet  and  bet  shall,  till  I  stcrve,*  497 

"  And  if  1  had,  O  Venus  full  of  mirth ! 
Aspcct^s  bad  of  Mars  or  of  Saturn, 
Or  thou  Combuste,'  or  let®  were  in  my  birth, 
Thy  father  pray  1  all  thilk  harm  disturn* 
Of  grace,  and  that  1  glad  again  may  turn, 
For  love  of  him  thou  loved'st  in  the  shaw,'^ 
I  mean  Adon,  that  with  the  bore  was  slaw.""     5^ 
•  •  •  •  • 

(Quod  Pandarus)  "  Thou  wretched  mouses  heart, 
Art  thou  aghast  so  that  she  will  thee  bite } 
Why,  do  on  this  furr<5d  cloak  upon  thy  shirt, 
And  follow  me,  for  1  will  have  thee  wite ; " 
But  bide,  and  let  me  go  before  alitc,"*' 
And  with  that  word  he  'gan  undo  a  trap, 
And  Troilus  he  brought  in  by  the  lap.**  5'^ 

The  sternd  wind  so  loud  began  to  rout 
That  no  wight  other's  noisd  might  yhear, 
And  they  that  laycn  at  the  door  ^nthout 
Full  sikerly  they  slepten  all  ifere ;  ^* 
And  Pandarus  with  a  full  sober  cheer 
(lo'th  to  the  door  anon  withouten  let " 
There  as  they  lay,  and  softdly  it  shet  ;  5'° 

»  Stcwe— closet.  '  Let— delay.  '  Halfindcal— half.  *  N«'5^  * 
deal—  not  a  whit,  or,  at  all.  •>  Wis— truly.  •  Sterve— die.  '  Com- 
buste  -burned  :  a  term  used  in  astrolog)',  when  a  planet  is  not  more 
than  30°  30'  distant  from  the  sun.  *»  Let — hindered.  •  Distum- 
turn  aside.  '"  Shaw  —  grove.  "Slaw  —  slain.  "Wile  — too* 
'^Allte— a  little.  >*  Lap— skirt.  "  Ifere— together.  "  Let— jx*" 
vention. 


I  IILj     TROtLVS  AND  CRESEIDA.  395 

And  as  he  came  againward  privily 
His  Dicce  awoke,  und  askcth:  "Who  go'ih  there?' 
"  Mine  own  dear  niecS  !  {quud  be)  it  am  I, 
Nc  wundrcth  not,  ne  h&ve  of  it  no  fear  \ " 
And  ncwir  he  cttmc,  and  said  her  in  hvr  i^ar, 
)  word  for  love  of  God  I  you  beseech, 
no  Wight  rise  and  hcaren  of  our  speech."        535 

IVhat  \  wbicli  way  be  ye  comen  ?  BtmdidU ,' 
(Quod8hL-)andhow.  thusunwist  ofUiemall?" 
"  Here  ai  this  secret  trapp^  door,"  (quod  he.) 
(Quod  then  Creselda)  "  Let  me  some  wight  call." 
"    'k .'  God  forbid  thai  it  should  so  befall 
iQaod  Pandaxus)  that  ye  such  folly  wrought ! 
They  mighten  dccmen  ihiu^  they  never  thought.  532 
'  li  is  not  good  a  sleeping  bound  10  wake, 
iT  give  a  wi^ht  a  cause  for  10  dcvine  ; ' 
Your  wnmcn  slccpcn  all  I  undertake,' 
So  that  far  iliem  the  htnisc  men  mighten  mine. 
And  siccpen  wullen  till  the  sunn^  shine, 
And  when  my  tale  ybrought  is  to  an  end 
Unwist  right  as  1  came  so  will  I  wend.  539 

"  Now,  nicctf  mine,  ye  shall  well  understand, 
(Quod  he)  so  as  ye  women  deemen*  all. 
That  for  10  hold  in  love  a  man  in  hand. 
And  him  her  lefc  ■  and  her  dear  heart  to  call. 
And  makcn  him  a  hoove  above  a  caul  ;—* 
I  mean,  as  love  another  in  meanwhile ; — 
She  doth  herself  a  shame,  and  him  a  guile.  546 

"  Now  ti-hercby  thai  1  tdlen  you  all  tins 
Ye  wot  yourself  as  well  as  any  wijjht, 

r  that  your  love  all  fully  granted  is 
To  Troilus,  that  is  the  worthiest  wight 
One  of  the  wnrld,  and  thcieio  truth  iplight ; 
That  but  it  were  on  him  along,"  yc  n'ould 

im  never  falsen '  while  yc  liven  should.  553 

"  Now  slant  it  thus,  that  siih  1  from  you  went 
This  Troilus,  right  platly '  for  to  iain. 
Is  through  a  gutter  '  here  Ibrthby '  went 

ne  —  dc»i»e.  '  Undertake  —  feel  «uur*d.  •  DwTnen  — 
*  Lcfo-~-b<!lovcd,  >  Hcxivr  uliovt  A  mul-hood  alioTp  a 
ta  f.  P.  fol.  4.  iciJFatils-al-luw  uedi-KTilxd  inAwi^na. 
It  tern  Id  lie  dcrivnl  rrom  the  Tnit,  luvfit.  b  head  ;  IiikhI 
eap  bene  vquall)'  covriinijs  fur  Ihr  head.  To  act  n  maa'a 
■  "'e»nicBilo»ct  hb«/.— 7>>-,  'On him  alciu— 1>  »- 
.    »  Ntver  e»bco-bB  oner  Use  to.  boirey.    »Ptatly- 
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Into  my  chamber,  come  in  all  this  rain, 

Unwist  of  every  manner  wight  cert^n 

Save  of  myself,  as  wisely  *  have  1  joy^ 

And  by  the  faith  I  owe  Pridm  of  Troy  :  560 

"  And  he  is  come  in  such  pain  and  distress, 
That  but  he  be  all  fully  wood,*  by  this 
He  suddenly  must  fall  into  woodness 
But  if  God  help  :  and  the  cause  why  is  this, 
He  saith,  him  told  is  of  a  friend  of  his, 
How  that  ye  should  love  one  that  hight  Horaste, 
For  sorrow  of  which  this  night  shall  be  his  last"  567 

Crcseidd,  which  that  all  this  wonder  heard, 
'Gan  suddenly  about  her  heart  to  cold, 
And  with  a  sigh  she  sorrowfully*  answer'd, 
"  Alas !  I  ween'd,*  whosoe'er  talds  told, 
My  dear  heart  cert^s,  eme,^  would  me  not  hold 
So  lightly  false :  alas  !  conceit^s  wrong 
What  harm  they  do  !  for  now  live  I  too  long.      $74 

"  Horaste,  alas  !  and  falsen  •  Troilus  ! 
I  know  him  not,  God  help  me  so  !  (quod  she.) 
Alas  !  what  wicked  spirit  told  him  thus  ^ 
Now  certes,  erne,  to-morrow*  and  I  him  sec, 
I  shall  thereof  as  full  excusen  me 
As  ever  did  womdn,  if  that  him  like." 
And  with  that  word  she  *gan  full  sore  to  sike.  ^    S^^ 
•  •  •  •  • 

[A  long  conversation  hence  ensues, — in  the  course  of  whkh  Pa** 
darus  urges  the  desperate  condition  of  her  lover,  and  that  she 
must  at  once  set  his  heart  at  rest  respecting  the  report  d  h0 
lutruth,  for  that  he  is  at  hand.] 

"  Then  cme,*  (quod  she)  do  hereof  as  you  list, 
But  ere  he  come  I  will  up  first  arise. 
And  for  the  love  of  God,  since  all  my  trist 
Is  on  you  two,  and  ye  be  both^  wise. 
So  workcth  now,  in  so  discreet  a  wise. 
That  1  hondur  may  have  and  he  pleas^nce, 
For  I  am  here  all  in  your  governance.**  588 

"  That  is  well  said,  (quod  he)  my  niec^  dear ! 
There  good  thrift  on  that  wis^  gentle  heart ; 
But  lieth  still,  and  taketh  him  right  here, 
It  needeth  not  no  farther  for  him  start ; 
And  each  of  you  ease  other  sorrows'  smart. 
For  love  of  God  and  Venus  I  thee  hery,' 
For  soon  hope  I  that  we  shallen  be  merry."  595 

*  Wisely  —  certainly.      "  Wood  —  mad.      •  Bat   if  —  unlcs. 
«  Ween'd  — thought    *  Erne— uncle.    •  Falsen— be  fiiOse  ta 
'  Sike— sigh.    •  Hery—- praise. 
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This  Troilus  full  soon  on  kaces  him  set 
Full  sobcily  hghi  by  her  bcddfs  head, 
And  in  his  \xiXi  wise  his  kdy  gict  ;' 
IU«  Lord  !  50  she  wnx'd  suddenly  all  red, 
And  thought  anon  how  that  she  should  be  dead ; 
She  could^  not  one  word  aright  out  bring, 
!io  suddenly  for  his  sudden  coming.  602 

Can  I  naught  say,  for  she  bad  him  not  rise, 
If  sorrow'  it  put  out  of  her  remembrance. 
Or  cllds  that  she  look  it  in  the  wise 
Of  duAv  as  for  his  dbsctvance ; 
But  well  find  I  she  did  him  (his  pleasance, 
Th4t  she  him  kiss'd,  although  she  sighdii  s'trc. 
And  hade  him  sit  adown  wilhonlcn  more.  609 

Crcscid",  that  was  Troilus'  lady  right, 
And  clear  stood  in  a  ground  of  sikerness,* 
All  thought  she,  that  her  servant  and  her  knight 
N  c  should  of  truth  no  unright  *  of  her  guess, 
Yet  nailitfless,  considered  his  distress. 
And  that  love  is  in  cause  of  such  foDy, 
Thus  to  him  spake  she  of  his  jealousy ;  6j6 

"  Lo,  hearth  mine !  as  would  the  excellence 
Of  love,  against  the  which  that  no  man  may, 
Nc  ought  eke  goodly  tnaken  n*sisiance. 
And  CKC  because  1  rdii*  well  and  say* 
Your  great  tniih  and  servlci!  every  day, 
•  And  thai  your  heart  all  mine  was,  soth  lo  sain, 
Tliis  drove  mc  for  to  rue  upon  your  pain ;  6:3 

"And  your  goodness  have  I  foundcn'  alway  yet, 
Of  which  my  de>ir^  heart,  and  all  my  knight  ! 
t  thank  it  you,  as  iax  as  I  have  wit, 
Ar  can  I  not  as  much  us  it  were  right ; 
Antl  t  henceforth  ray  conning '  and  my  might 
Have,  and  aye  shall,  how  sore  so  that  me  smart, 
Be  10  you  trjc  and  whole  with  all  my  heart ;        630 

"  And  drediflcsB  •  that  shall  be  found  al  prcve  : ' 
£ut,  heart(<  mine !  what  all  this  is  lo  sain 
Shall  wril  be  told,  so  thai  ye  naught  yoii  grieve. 
Though  I  lo  you  right  on  yourself  complain. 
For  therewith  mean  I  finally  the  pain 
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That  halt'  your. heart  and  mine  in  heaviness 
Fully  to  slay,  and  every  wrong  redress.  637 

"My  good  heart  mine !  n*ot*  I  for  why  nc how 
That  Jealousy,  alas!  that  wick'd  wivere,* 
Thus  causdless  is  cropen*  into  you, 
The  harm  of  which  I  would  fain  deliver : 
Alas !  that  he  all  whole  or  of  him  sliver* 
Should  have  his  refuge  in  so  digne  a  place ! 
Then  Jove  him  soon  out  of  your  heart  erase!      644 

"But  O  thou  Jove!  O  author  of  natdr^! 
Is  this  an  honour  to  thy  dignity 
That  folk  unguilty  suflTren  here  injiSry, 
And  who  that  guilty  is  all  quit  go'th  he? 

0  were  it  lawful  for  to  plain  of  thee, 
That  undeserved  sufTrest  jealousy, 

Of  that  I  would  upon  thee  plain  and  cry.  6$i 

"Eke  all  my  woe  is  this,  that  folk  now  uscn 
To  say  right  thus;  "Yea,  jealousy  is  love. 
And  would  a  bushel  of  venom  excusen, 
For  that  a  grain  of  love  is  on  it  shove*,* 
But  that  wot  high  Jove  that  sit'th  above 
If  it  be  liker  love,  or  hate,  or  grame,' 
And  after,  that  it  ought  to  bear  his  name?  ^3^ 

But  certain  is,  some  manner  jealousy 
Is  excusable  more  than  some  iwis,* 
As  when  cause  is  and  some  such  fantasy. 
With  pity  that  so  well  express^  is, 
That  it  unneth^s^  doth  or  saith  amiss. 
But  goodly  drinketh  up  all  his  distress ; 
And  that  excuse  I  for  the  gentleness.  665 

''And  some  so  full  of  furies  and  despite 
That  it  surmounteth  his  repression; 
But,  hcartd  mine !  ye  be  not  in  that  plight, 
That  thank  I  God,  for  which  your  passi6n 

1  will  not  call  it,  but  illusidn 

Of  dbundance  of  love  and  busy  cure,*® 

That  doth  your  heartd  this  disease  endure;  672 

"Of  which  I  am  right  sorry  but  not  wroth, 
But  for  my  devoir  and  your  hearth  rest 

*  Hall— holds.  "  Not— ne  wot,  know  not.  »  Wivere,  (Sax.)— 
snake.  *  Cropcn— crept.  *  Sliver — slice,  portion.  •  On  it  sho*e 
—because  one  grain  of  love  is  thrust  upon  it.  '  Giame — anger. 
*  Iwis—  of  a  truth.    *  Unnethes — scarcely.     '*  Cure— «are. 
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Wbcreso  yoii  list,  by  ordal'  or  by  oath, 

By  son,'  or  in  what  wise  so  that  you  ieat, 

For  love  of  God  lei  provt  it  for  the  best. 

And  if  that  I  be  guilty  do  me  die; 

AUs!  what  mieht  I  more  or  do  or  say?"  679 

And  then  with  that  a  few  bright  learns  new 
Out  of  her  cyen  fell,  and  ihu5  she  said ; 
**N6w  God,  thou  wol'st,  in  thought  nor  deed  untrue 
To  Trwlus  was  never  yet  Ctcscid":  " 
With  that  her  head  down  in  the  bed  she  laid, 
Anil  ■■ith  the  sheet  it  wry,'  and  sighed  sore. 
And  held  her  peace;  not  a  word  spake  she  more. 

This  Troilus,  when  he  her  wordtfs  heard,  687 

Have  yc  no  care*  him  list^  not  10  sleep. 
For  it  thought  him  no  strokes  of  a  yard' 
To  hear  or  see  Creseid'  his  lady  weep, 
well  he  fell  about  his  hearth  creep. 
For  every  tear  which  that  Creseid'  asiart. 
The  cramp  of  death  to  strain  him  by  the  heart.    693 

And  in  his  mind  he  'gan  the  time  accurse 
That  he  came  there,  and  that  he  was  yborn, 

now  is  wicke'  yiumdd  into  worse. 
And  all  that  labour  he  hath  done  beforne 
He  weea'd  it  lost,  he  thought  it  n'as  but  lorn  ;' 
"O  Pandarus!  thought  he,  alas!  thy  wile 
"Serveth  of  naught,  so  wdaway  the  while  !"  700 

And  therewiihai  he  hung  adown  his  head, 
And  fcll  on  knees,  and  sorrowfully  sight :' 
What  might  be  wy?  he  felt  he  n'as  but  dead. 
For  wroth  was  she  that  should  his  sorrows  light;' 

It  naihtilcsa  when  thai  he  spcakcn  might,'" 
Then  Mid  he  thus ;  "  God  wot  that  of  this  game 
'  When  all  is  wist,  then  am  I  not  to  blame."  707 

Therewith  the  sorrow  in  his  heart  so  shet 
That  from  bis  eycn  fcll  there  not  a  tear. 
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ty  trdalA  Ordalla.  or  ordral.  li  a  trial  of  chutiiy  by 
inwigti  ihe  Are,  u  &\A  knimii.  Ihr  molhn-  ot  the  Conreaor : 
hot  CMllers  of  rron.  blindfold  and  barcfooled,  a*  did  (june- 

toof  Henry  XV.,  Emperor  of  the  Roir 

In  hi*  Chntiito  of  Himaitf. 


4cx>  TROILUS  AND   CRESEIDA.    [bookw. 


And  every  spirit  his  vigour  in  knet,* 
So  'she'  astonied  and  oppressed  were; 
The  feeling  of  his  sorrow  or  his  fear, 
Or  of  aught  ell^s,  fled  were  out  of  town ; 
Adown  he  fell  all  suddenly  in  swoon. 

•  •  •  •  • 

"  Ye,  that  to  me  (quod  she)  full  lever"  were 
Than  all  the  good  the  sun  about  ygo'th ; " 
And  therewithal  she  swore  him  in  his  ear, 
"I wis,'  my  deard  heart !  I  am  not  wroth, 
Have  here  my  truth,  and  many'  another  oath. 
Now  speak  to  me,  for  it  am  I  Creseid' :" 
But  all  for  naught ;  yet  might  he  not  abraid>      7^ 

Therewith  his  pulse  and  palmds  of  his  honds 
'She*  *gan  to  frote,*  and  wet  his  temples  twain. 
And  to  deliver  him  from  bitter  bonds 
She  oft  him  kiss'd;  and,  shortly  for  to  sain. 
Him  to  rewaken  she  did  all  her  pain; 
And  at  the  last  he  'gan  his  breath  to  draw, 
And  of  his  swoon  soon  after  that  adaw,* 

And  'gan  bet^  mind  and  reason  to  him  take; 
But  wonder  sore  he  was  abash *d  iwis,' 
And  with  a  sigh  when  he  'gan  bet  awake 
He  said;  "O  mercy,  God  I  what  thing  is  this?" 
"Why  do  ye  with  yoursciven  thus  amiss? 
(Quod  then  Creseid')  Is  this  a  mannas  game? 
What,  Troilus !  will  ye  do  thus  for  shame  ?"        7^ 

And  therewithal  her  arm  o*er  him  she  laid. 
And  all  for^^ave,  and  often  time  him  kiss'd : 
He  thank<5d  her,  and  to  her  spake  and  said 
As  fell  to  purpose  for  his  heartds  rest; 
And  she  to  that  answdr'd  him  as  her  lest,* 
And  \^dth  her  goodly  wordds  him  disport 
She  'gan,  and  oft  his  sorrows  to  comuSrt  74-' 

•  •  •  •  • 

Soon  after  this,  (though  it  no  need  ywere) 
When  she  such  oathds  as  her  list  devise* 
Had  of  him  taken,  her  thought^  then  no  fear 
Ne  cause  eke  none  to  bid  him  thennds  rise  : 
Yet  Icssd  thing  than  oathds  may  suffice 
In  many-  a  case,  for  every  wight  I  guess 
That  loveth  well,  meaneth  but  gentleness.  749 

*  In  knet — knitted  in.  ■  Lever — dearer.  *  Iwis — ^indeed.  *A- 
bniid— awake.  *  Frote,  (Fr.)— rub.  •  Adaw— awake :  the  dawing. 
or  davming,  the  awakening  of  the  morning.  '  Bet — better.  *  As 
her  lest— AS  she  deemed  rightly.    *  Devise— frame. 
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Bui  in  effect  she  would  yweet'  anon 
Of  w  ha  I  man,  and  eke  where,  and  also  why, 
He  icalous  was,  since  ihere  was  causd  none, 
And  eke  the  sign  which  that  he  look  it  by, 
She  bndc  him  that  in  tell  her  busily,' 
Or  cllis  certain  she  bare  him  on  hond' 
That  this  was  done  of  malice,  her  to  fond.' 

Withouren  mord,  shortly  for  to  sain, 
He  must  obey  unto  his  lady's  hesi,* 
And  for  the  less  harm  he  must  somewhat  feign  ;• 
He  said  her,  "  When  she  was  at  such  a  feast 
She  might  on  him  have  looked  at  the  least ;  " 
K'w  I  not  what  (aU  dear  enough  a  rish)' 
As  be  that  necd^s  must  a  cause  out  fish. 

And  she  answdKd ;  "  Sweetheart  \  al'  were  it  S 
What  harm  was  that,  since  I  no  evil  mean  ? 
For,  by  that  Cod  that  wrought  us  bothi  two, 
In  all  manner  thing  is  mine  intent  dean  ; 
Such  arguments  ne  be  noi  worth  a  bean  : 
lATII  yc  the  childish  jealous  counterfeit  ? 
Now  were  it  worthy  that  ye  were  ybeaL" 

Then  Troilus  'gan  sorrowfully  sike. 
Lest  she  be  wroth  him  thought  his  hearth  died. 
And  said,  "  Alas  !  upon  my  sorrow's  sike  * 
Have  mercy,  O  sweet  hearth  mine,  Creseid* ! 
And  if  thai  in  those  word^s  that  1  said 
Be  any  wrtmg,  1  will  no  more  crespacc  : 
Do  vhat  you  list ;  [  am  all  in  your  grace." 

And  she  answer'd,  "  Of  guilt  misericorde, 
That  is  to  say,  that  I  forgive  all  this, 
And  evermore  on  this  night  you  record, 
And  be  well  'ware  ye  do  no  more  amiss." 
'■  Nay,  dear  bean  mine  I  no  more  (quod  he)  iwis. 
"And  now  (quod  she}  that  I  have  you  do  smart" 
Forgive  it  to  me,  mine  owni  sweet^  heart :  " 


What  might  or  may  ibe  sely"  Iark£  say 
When  that  the  spar'-hawk  hath  him  in  his  fool  ? 
]  can  no  more  but  of  these  ilkif  tway, 


fetgn—onil 


*  Bu^ljr— .carefully.  *  Bare  him 
Fond-  prove,  try.  '  Hefl — com- 
le  leas  mischief  Ite  muii  toRmrhai 

•b,  —  I  know  not  what,  all  dmr 


Desu  eaooGh 
"  Do  you  imon— caused  you  pain.    "  Sely— innocent. 
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(To  whom  this  tal^  sugar  be  or  sote) 

Though  I  tarry  a  year,  sometime  I  mote' 

After  mine  author  tellen  their  gladness. 

As  well  as  I  have  told  their  heaviness.  791 

Creseid^y  which  that  felt  her  thus  itake,' 
(As  writen  clerkes  in  their  book^s  old) 
Right  as  an  aspen  leaf  she  'gan  to  quake 
When  she  him  felt  her  in  his  arm^s  fold ; 
But  Troilus  all  whole  of  car^s  cold, 
'Gan  thanken  then  the  blissful  godd^  seven.— 
Thus  sundry  paints  bringen  fo&  to  heaven.       79^ 
«  «  «  «  « 

And  as  the  new  abash^  nightingale. 
That  stinteth  firsts  when  she  beginneth  sing, 
When  that  she  hearcth  any  herd^  tale,* 
Of  in  the  hedges  any  wight  stirring ; 
And  after,  siker*  doth  her  voice  out  ring; — 
Right  so  Creseid*,  when  that  her  dread  stent,  . 

Opened  her  heart,  and  told  him  her  intent  S^^ 

And  right  as  he  that  seeth  his  death  ishapen. 
And  dien  must,  in  aught  that  he  may  guess, 
And  suddenly  resciie  doth  him  escapen. 
And  from  his  death  is  brought  in  sikemess,* 
For  all  this  world  in  such  pres<5nt  gladness 
Was  Troilus,  and  hath  his  lady  sweet : 
With  no  worse  hap  God  let  us  never  meet !         S 
«  «  «  «  « 

Then  said  he  thus ;  "  O  Love !  O  Charity ! 
Thy  mother  ckc,  Citherea  the  sweet ! 
After  thyself  next  heridd*  be  she, 
Venus  1  mean,  the  wellwilly'  planet; 
And  next  that,  Hymenaeus !  I  thee  greet, 
For  never  man  was  to  you  godd^s  hold' 
As  I,  which  ye  have  brought  from  car^s  cold."     819 
«  «  «  «  « 

And  therewithal  Creseid'  anon  he  kiss'd. 
Of  which  certain  she  ne  felt  no  disease,* 
And  thus  said  he ;  "Now  would  to  God  I  wist. 
Mine  hcartd  sweet!  how  I  you  best  might  please. 
What  man  (quod  he)  was  ever  thus  at  ease 
As  I,  on  which  the  fairest  and  the  best 
That  ere  1  saw  dcigneth  her  heart  to  rest?  826 

*  Mote — must.  *  Itake — taken.  '  Herdes  tale — the  shepherd 
telling,  or  counting  his  sheep.  *  Siker— more  boldly.  *  Sikcrnea 
—certainty.  *  Heried  —  worshipped.  '  Wellwilly  —  weU-wishing; 
propitious.    *  Hold— beholden.    '  DiJfcase — diaoomfiort 
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"  Hcrf  may  yc  see  thai  mercy  passeth  righi ; 

li'  experience  of  that  is  fell  in  me, 

That  am  unworthy  to  so  sweet  a  wight ; 

II  hear.^  mine?  of  your  benignity 
So  ihinkcth,  that  though  I  unworthy  be, 
oust  I  need  amcndcn  in  some  wise 
Right  through  the  vLfiue  of  your  high  service.       8j, 

And  for  the  love  of  God,  my  lady  dear  I 
Silh  he  hath  wrought  inc  for  I  shall  you  scrvi,' 
As  thus  I  mean,  that  ye  will  be  my  fi/re' 
To  do  me  live,  if  that  you  list,  or  sterve ; ' 
So  teachcih  me  how  that  I  m.iy  deserve 
Vour  thank,*  so  that  I  through  mine  ignorance 
Nc  do  nothing  (hat  you  be  displeasance  :  1^4 

For  ccrt^a,  fresh  and  womanlike  wife ! 
This  dare  J  say,  that  truth  and  diligence, 
That  shall  yc  tinden  in  me  all  my  life, 
Nc  1  will  not  certain  break  your  defence ; 
And  11  I  do,  present  or  in  absence. 
For  love  of  God  let  slay  me  with  ihe  deed, 
If  that  it  like  unto  your  womanhcde."  S4 

"  Iwis,  (quod  she)  mine  owni5  hearths  lust  1' 
My  jE'^ui^d  of  ease,  and  all  mine  heartd  dear ! 
Grant  mercy!  for  on  thai  is  all  my  trust : 
But  let  us  fall  away  from. this  maltcrc, 
For  it  sufficcth  this  that  said  is  here; 
'And  at  one  wrtd,  withoutcn  repentance. 
Welcome  my  knight,  my  peace,  my  suffisance !"  Si 

Of  their  delight  or  joys  one  of  the  least 
Were  impossiiJc  to  my  wit  to  say, 
But  judgeth  yc  that  have  been  ut  (he  feast 
Of  such  gladness,  if  that  him  list  to  play; 
I  can  no  more  but  thus,  these  ilk^  tway 
That  night,  bctwixcn  drcdc  and  sikerness,* 
Fcltcn  in  love  the  greatest  worthiness.  Z'. 

O  blissful  night !  of  them  so  long  isought, 
How  blithe  unto  them  both^  two  thou  were  \ 
Why  ne'  had  1  such  feast  with  my  soul  ibought. 
Yea,  or  but  the  least  joy  which  that  was  there? 
Away  thou  fouW  danger'  and  thou  ftar! 
And  let  them  in  this  heaven  bliss  ydwcll, 
Thai  is  so  high  that  ail  ne  can  1  tea  ^ 

Ftu  I  ih>l)  yOD  s  Tve — in  order  thai  I  may  Krvc  yuii.  <  t'rn 
per.  »  Slerve  —  die.  '  Thank  —  rewiiRl,  '  l-iui  —  AtX,^ 
■ria  ud  likctneu — doubt  and  ccnoiiily.     ■  Deukct— nxervc. 
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But  soth  is,  though  I  cannot  tellen  all, 
As  can  mine  author  of  his  excellence. 
Yet  have  I  said,  and  God  tofora^ '  shall, 
In  every  thing  all  wholly  his  sentence, 
And  if  that  I  at  Lov^s  reverence 
Have  any  word  in  eched'  for  the  best. 
Do  therewithal  right  as  yoursdven  lest  ;*  8;5 

For  all  my  word^s  here,  and  every  part, 
I  speak  them  all  under  correctidn 
Of  you  that  feeling  have  in  love's  art, 
And  put  it  all  in  your  discretidn. 
To  fncrease  or  make  diminution 
Of  my  language,  and  that  I  you  beseech : 
But  now  to  purpose  of  my  rather  speech.^  8^^ 

These  ilk^  two,  that  been  in  arm^s  left, 
So  loth  to  them  asunder  gone  it  were, 
That  each  from  other  weenden  been  bereft  ;* 
Or  ell^  lo !  this  was  their  most^  fear, 
That  all  this  thing  but  nic^  ^  dreamds  were. 
For  which  full  oft  each  of  them  said ;  ^  O  sweet ! 
Clip  I  you  thus,  or  else  do  I  it  mete?*^ 

■ 

And,  Lord  !  so  he  'gan*  goodly  on  her  see. 
That  never  his  look  ne  blent '  from  her  face. 
And  said,  ^^  O  mv  dear  hearth !  may  it  be 
That  it  be  soth  that  ye.be  in  this  place  ?  " 
*'  Yea,  hearth  mine  !  God  thank  I  of  his  grace," 
(Quod  then  Creseid')  and  therewithal  him  Idss'd,        ^ 
That  where  her  spirit  was  for  joy  she  n'ist*  896^^ 

This  Troilus  full  oft  her  eyen  two 
'Gan  for  to  kiss,  and  said ;  ^  O  even  clear ! 
It  weren  ye  that  wrought  me  suchd  woe, 
Ye  humble  nettds  of  my  lady  dear. 
Though  there  be  mercy  written  in  your  cheer, 
God  wot  the  text  full  hard  is  for  to  find  ; 
How  cbulden  ye  withouten  bond  me  bind  ?  *        903 

Therewith  he  'gan  her  fast  in  arm^s  take. 
And  well  a  hundred  timds  *gan  he  sike, 
Not  such  sorrdwfiil  sights  as  men  make 
For  woe,  or  ell^s  when  that  folk  be  sick. 
But  easy  sights,  such  as  be  to  like,^^ 

'  Toforne — ^before.  '  Eched — added.  *  Lest — please.  ^  Rather 
speech— earlier,  or  former,  discourse.  ^WeendcQ  been  bereft— 
each  thought  the  other  would  be  taken  wholly  away.  *  Nke— vain. 
'  Mete— fiuioy,  dream.  ^  Blent — departed.  *  N'ist — ne  wist,  kasv 
Dot.    ^  Be  to  like— are  cherished. 
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That  shcwM  his  aflectidn  within  ; 
or  such  manner  sights  could  he  ni 


blin.' 


Soon  after  (his  they  spalie  of  sundry  things, 
A*  fell  lo  purpose  of  this  ivenlure. 
And  playing  enierchangcden  their  rings, 
Of  which  I  cannoi  tellen  no  scripture,' 
But  well  I  *ol  a  brooch  of  gold  and  aziire. 
In  which  a  ruby  s«  was,  like  a  hean, 
Cieseid'  him  gave,  and  stucli  it  on  tiis  shirL 


9'7 


Lord  !  trow^  ye  that  a  covetous  wreich 
That  bl.uneth  love,  and  halt  of  it  despiie,' 
That  of  those  pence  tlial  he  can  mucfcre'  and  ealch 
Was  ever*  yet  give  lo  him  such  delight. 
As  is  in  love  in  one  point  in  some  plight  ?  * 
Nay,  doubt^less,  for  all,  so  Cod  me  save, 
So  perfecl  joy  ne  tray  no  niggard  have.  93+ 

They  will  say  Vcs,  but  Lord  that  so  they  lie  ! 
Those  busy  wretches  full  of  woe  and  dread 
Thai  coUcn  love  a  woodness  '  or  folly ; 
Itui  it  shall  fall  them  as  I  shall  you  read,' 
They  shall  forego  the  white  and  eke  the  red. 
And  live  in  woe,  there  God  give  them  mischance, 
And  every  lover  in  his  truth  advance.  931 

As  would  to  God  those  wretches  that  despise 
Service  of  love,  had  ear^s  all  so  long 
As  h»d  Midis.  all  full  of  covetise. 
And  thereto  drunken  had  as  hot  and  strong 
As  Cyrus  did  for  his  aiTecifs  *  wrong, 
To  icachcn  them  that  they  be  in  the  vice. 
And  lovers  not,  although  they  hold  them  nice.*    938 

These  ilki  two  of  whom  thai  I  you  say, 
^Vhr^  that  their  ht-art^  well  assunM  were, 
l*hcn  gonn^n  they  lo  speaken  and  to  play, 
And  etc  rehearsen  how,  and  when,  and  where, 
They  knewco  first,  and  every  woe  or  fear 


give  no  dejcnplion.  •  Hall 
'  W«i  ever— has.  or  dlcL  crvCT  'In 
c  plietii— under  coiain  circiutulancu  or  condition.  *  Wooil- 
— mulncB.  '  I  ilial]  you  read — it  &h>U  tKfall  Ihi^iii  at  I  shnll 
In  you.      *  ASecla — ilesirei.  aflwlioni.     ■  Nlee—fuoUih. 
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That  passed  was ;  but  all  such  heaviness, 
Ithanked  God,  was  turned  to  gladness^  945 

And  evermore  when  that  they  fell  to  speak 
Of  any  thing  of  such  a  time  agone. 
With  kissing  all  that  tal^  should  ybreak. 
And  fallen  into  a  new  joy  anon. 
And  didden  all  their  might,  since  they  were  one^ 
•For  to  recove:en  bliss  and  be  at  case, 
And  'peasdd  *  woe  with  joy^  counterpaise.  9SS> 

Reason  will  not  that  I  speaken  of  sleep. 
For  it  accordeth  not  to  my  mattere ; 
God  wot  they  took  of  it  full  little  keep,* 
But  lest  this  night  that  was  to  them  so  dear 
•Ne  should  in  vain  escape  in  no  mannere. 
It  was  beset  in  joy  and  business 
Of  all  that  souneth  into  gentleness.*  959 

But  when  the  cock,  common  astrologer, 
'Gan  on  his  breast  to  beat  and  after  crow ; 
And  Lucifer,  the  day€s  messenger, 
'Gan  for  to  rise,  and  out  his  beam^  throw. 
And  eastward  rose,  to  him  that  could  it  know, 
Fortutia  Major^  then  anon  Creseid' 
With  heartd  sore  to  Troilus  thus  said  :  966 

""  Mine  hearths  life,  my  trust,  all  my  pleasince  ! 
That  1  was  bom,  alas !  that  me  is  woe. 
That  day  of  us  must  make  disseverance. 
For  time  it  is  to  rise  and  hennas  go. 
Or  ell^s  I  am  lost  for  everma 
O  Night  I  alas!  why  n'ilt  thou  o'er  us  hove^ 
As  long  as  when  Alcmena  lay  by  Jove  ?  973 

^'  O  blacks  Night !  as  folk  in  book^  read. 
That  shapen  art  by  God  this  world  to  hide 
At  certain  tim^s  with  thy  dark^  weed,* 
That  under  that  men  might  in  rest  abide^ 
Well  oughten  beasts  to  plain  and  folk  to  chide. 
That  thereas  day  with  labour  would  us  brest,* 
That  thou  us  fliest  and  deignest  us  not  rest.  9S0 

"  Thou  doest,  alas !  so  shortly  thine  office. 
Thou  rakel  ^  Night,  that  God  maker  of  kind,* 
Thee  for  thine  haste,  and  thine  unkind^  vice 
So  fast  aye  to  our  hemisphere  bind. 
That  never  more  under  the  ground  thou  wind; 

>  'Ptased — appeased,  stayed.  '  Took  keep— took  care.  *  Sea- 
neth  into  gentleness— is  consonant  with  gentleness.  ^  O'er  ns  hove 
— ^hy  wrilt  thou  not  hover  o'er  u&  *  Weed — gammiL  *  &ett— 
break,  bunL    '  Rakel— hasty,  rash.    *  Kind— nature. 
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F  For  thrau^  thy  take!  hying'  oui  of  Troy 

Have  I  forgone  Ihus  hastily  my  joy."  9S7 

This  Troilus,  that  with  those  wordds  felt, 
\  As  thought  him  then,  for  piicous  distress 
I  The  bloody  icards  from  his  hearti*  melt, 

As  he  that  yet  ncvdr  such  heaviness 

Assayed*  had  out  of  so  great  gladness, 

"Gan  therewithal  Crcseid'  his  lady  dear 

In  armds  strain,  and  said  in  this  manncrc  :  994 

"  O  cruel  Day!  accuser  of  the  joy 

That  Night  and  Love  haih  stole  and  fast  iwry. 

Accursed  be  thy  coming  into  Troy! 

Foi  every  bof/r  hath  one  of  tliy  bright  eyen  : 

Envious  Day !  what  list  thee  so  to  spyen  } 

What  hast  thou  lost?  why  seekest  thou  this  place? 

There  Cod  thy  light  so  quench<!  for  his  grace!     looi 
"Alas!  what  have  these  lovers  thee  agilt?' 

Despilcous  Day !  thine  be  the  pain  of  hcU, 

For  many'  a  lover  hast  thou  slain  and  wilt ; 

Thy  poring  in  will  no  where  let  them  dwell: 

What !  protTci'sl  thou  thy  light  here  for  to  sell  ? 

Go,  sell  it  them  thai  smallf  scal<!s  grave ; 

We  will  thee  not ;  us  needeth  no  day  have."       1008 
And  eke  the  sunniJ  Titan  'gan  he  chide, 

And  said ;  "  O  fool !  well  may  men  thee  despise, 

That  hasE  all  night  the  Dawning  by  thy  side. 

And  suSer'st  her  so  soon  up  from  thee  rise. 

For  to  disease*  us  lovers  in  this  wise ; 

What?  hold  your  bed  there  thou  and  thy  Morrow; 

I  I  biddd  God  so  give  you  bothd  sorrow."  lot; 

Therewith  full  sore  be  aigb'd,  and  thus  be  said: 

"  My  lady  bright,  an^of  my  weal  or  woe 
J  The  well  and  root !  O  goodly  mine,  Creseid'  I 
\  And  shall  1  rise,  alas  I  and  shall  1  go  ? 

w  feel  I  thai  mine  hearth  must  a-two ; 
I  And  how  should  I  my  life  an  hourf  save 
I  Since  that  with  you  is  all  the  life  I  have  ?  loii 

"  What  shall  I  do  ?  for  certi5s  1  n'ot '  how, 
I  Nor  when,  alas  !  1  shall  the  timd  see 
I  Th«  in  this  plight  I  may  be  c(l '  with  you, 
I  Alul  of  my  life  God  wot  how  shall  ihal  be, 
ftSincc  that  desire  right  now  so  bitcth  nie 


*  blitiw    [ItMoipfort. 
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That  I  am  dead  an^n  but  ^  I  return : 

How  should  I  long,  alas!  from  you  soj6um?      1029 

<'  But  nath^less,  mine  own6  lady  bright! 
Yet  were  it  so  that  1  wist  utterly 
That  1  your  humble  servant  and  your  knight 
Were  in  your  heart  iset  so  firmdy 
As  ye  in  mine,  the  which  thing  trudly 
Me  lever  were'  than  have  these  worlds  twain, 
Yet  should  I  bet*  enduren  all  my  pain."  10 

To  that  Creseid'  answered  right  anon. 
And  with  a  sigh  she  said;  ''  O  hearth  dear ! 
The  game  iwis*  so  farforth  now  is  gone, 
That  first  shall  Phoebus  fallen  from  the  sphere, ' 
And  evereach  eagle  be  the  dov^s  fere,* 
And  every  rock  out  of  his  place  astart, 
Ere  Troilus  go  out  of  Creseid's  heart.  104 

"  Ye  be  so  deep  within  mine  heart  ygrave, 
That  then  I  would  it  turn  out  of  my  thought, 
As  wisely*  very  God  my  soul^  save, 
To  dyen  in  the  pain  I  couldd  naught ; 
And  for  the  love  of  God,  that  us  hath  wrought, 
Let  in  your  brain  no  other  fantasy 
So  creepen,  that  it  caus^  me  to  die.  1050 

"  And  that  ye  me  would  have  as  fast  in  mind 
As  I  have  you,  that  would  1  you  beseech, 
And  if  I  wist  sothly'  that  to  find, 
God  might  not  one  point  of  my  joy^s  eche.* 
But,  hearth  mine  !  withouten  mor^  speech, 
Be  to  me  true,  or  ell^s  were  it  ruth. 
For  I  am  thine,  by  God  and  by  my  truth.  1057 

"  Be  glad  forthy,*  and  live  in  sikemcss,*® 
Thus  said  1  ne'er  ere  this,  ne  shall  to  mo; 
And  if  to  you  it  were  a  great  gladness 
To  turn  again  soon  after  that  ye  go. 
As  fain  "  would  I  as  ye  that  it  were  so, 
As  wisely*  God  mine  hearth  bring  to  rest ;  * 
And  him  in  arm^s  took,  and  oft^  kist.  1064. 

Against  his  will,  sith  it  must  needds  be. 
This  Troilus  up  rose,  and  fast  him  clad, 
And  in  his  arm^s  took  his  lady  free'* 

*  But — ^unless.  'Me  lever  were — I. had  rather.  •Bet — better. 
*  Iwis — certainly,  in  truth.  *  Fere— companion.  •  Wisely — surely. 
'  Sothly— truly.  *  Eche— increase.  •  Forthy— ^erefore.  >*Siker- 
nes»— safety.    "  Fain— glad.    "  Free— bounteous. 
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A  hundred  times,  and  on  his  way  him  sped, 
And  with  such  wnrdds  as  his  heart  ybled. 
He  saidi  "  Karcib  well,  tny  dear  heart  sweet  I 
Thai  Cod  us  granii!  sound  and  soon  to  meet"     1071 

To  which  no  word  for  sorrow  she  answfr'd, 
So  tor^  'gan  his  parting  her  distrain, 
And  Troilus  unto  his  palace  far'd, 
As  woe  begone  as  she  was,  soth  10  sain. 
So  hard  him  wrung  of  sharp  desire  the  pain  ; 
Far  It)  be  eft '  there  he  was  in  pleaslnce, 
That  it  may  neer  out  of  his  remembrance.  107R 

Returned  to  his  royal  palace  soon 
He  soft  unto  his  bed  'gan  for  10  shrink, 
To  siccpt!  long,  as  he  was  wont  to  done ; 
But  all  for  naught ;  he  may  well  lie  and  wink, 
Bui  sleep  may  [here  none  in  his  heartd  sink, 
'Ihinking  how  she,  for  whom  desire  him  brcnd,' 
A  thousand  fold  was  worth  more  than  he  ween'd.' 

And  in  his  thought  'gan  up  and  down  to  wind  loi^ 
Her  word^s  all,  and  every  countenance, 
And  firmtfly  imprcssen  in  his  mind 
The  leasts  point  that  to  him  was  pjcasdnce, 
And  verily  of  ihilk^  remembrance 
Desire  all  new  him  brend,*  and  lust  to  breed ' 
'Can  more  than  erst,  and  yet  took  he  no  bccd.     logz 

Crcseid'  also  right  in  the  samd  wise 
Of  Troilus  'gan  in  her  hearth  sliet. 

s  worthiness,  his  lust,*  his  decd^s  wise, 
His  gentleness,  and  how  she  with  him  met. 
Thanking  Love  that  he  so  well  her  beset," 
Uesiring  oft  10  have  her  hearts  dear 
Id  such  a  place  as  she  durst  make  him  cheer.'     1099 

Piindare  a-morrow  which  that  comen  was 
tlntu  his  niece  'gan  her  fair  10  greet. 
And  uyifd ;  "  Ail  this  night  so  rained  it  al.is ! 
That  all  my  dread  is  thai  yc,  niectf  sweel  ! 
Have  lilile  leisure  had  to  sleep  and  mete  :* 
All  nighi  (quod  he)  hath  rain  so  do  me  wake, 
Thai  some  of  us  I  trow  their  hcadd^s  akc."         1 106 


0  be  eft,  Ac. — agnln  wliere  tw  was  in  happincu.    *  R 
*      "  Wcen'd  — >usp«:t*d.     '  Lusi  10  lirwd.  *c,— dr 
inn  mote  ihim  tvcf ,     *  Luil  —  plauurc.     •  P 
■U^od.    '  Make  him  cheer— make  liim  happy. 
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Now  tum^  we  again  to  Troilus, 
That  rcst^less  full  long  a-bed  ylay, 
And  privily  sent  after  Pandanis, 
To  him  to  come  in  all  the  haste  he  may  : 
He  came  anon,  not  on^s  said  he  nay, 
And  Troilus  full  soberly  he  gret,* 
And  down  upon  the  bedd^s  side  him  set  1113 

This  Troilus  with  all  th'  affectidn 
Of  friendly  love  that  hearth  may  devise 
To  Pandanis  on  k.ie^s  fell  adown, 
And  ere  that  he  would  off  the  place  arise 
He  'gan  him  thanken  on  his  best^  wise  : 
A  hundred  times  he  'gan  the  tim^  bless 
That  he  was  bom,  to  bring  him  from  distress.    1120 

He  said  ;  ^*  O  friend  of  friends !  the  alderbest' 
That  ever  was,  thee  soth^  '  for  to  tell,  , 

Thou  hast  in  heaven  ibrought  my  soul  at  rest 
From  Phlegethon,  the  fiery  flood  of  hell, 
That  though  I  might  a  thousand  tim^  sell 
Upon  a  day  my  life  in  thy  service, 
It  ne  might  not  a  mote^  in  that  suffice.  1127 

*•*•  The  sunn^,  which  that  all  the  world  may  see, 
Saw  never  yet  (my  life  that  dare  I  lay) 
So  jolly,  fair,  and  goodly,  as  is  she 
Whose  i  am  all,  and  shall  till  that  1  die ; 
And  that  I  thus  am  hers,  dare  I  well  say, 
That  thanked  be  the  high^  worthiness 
Of  Love,  and  eke  thy  kind^  business.'  ii34 

''Thus  hast  thou  me  no  little  thing  igive ; 
For  why  ?  to  thee  obliged  be  for  aye 
My  life  ;  and  why  ?  for  through  thy  help  I  live, 
Or  else  dead  had  I  been  many  a  day  :  ** 
And  with  that  word  down  in  his  bed  he  lay, 
And  Pandarus  full  soberly  him  heard 
Till  all  was  said,  and  then  he  him  answer*d  :      1141 

"My  deard  friend  !  if  I  have  done  for  thee 
In  any  case,  God  wot  it  is  me  lefe,* 
And  am  as  glad  as  man  may  of  it  be, 
God  help  me  so ;  but  take  now  not  agrief  ^ 
That  I  shall  say ;  beware  of  this  mischief, 
That  where  as  now  thou  brought  art  to  thy  bliss 
That  thou  thyself  ne  cause  it  not  to  miss  :  1 148 

»  Gret  —  greeted.  •  Alderbest  —  best  of  alL  »  Sothe  —  tmih. 
-^  Mote— atom.  ^  Business— diligence.  *  It  is  me  lefe — it  ugntify- 
ing  to  me.    '  Take  not  a  grief— be  not  offended. 
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"  For  of  Fortunds  sharp  adversity 
lie  worsts  kind  of  infortune  is  this, 
.  man  lo  have  been  in  prosperity, 
it  remember  when  it  passed  is  : 
Ml  'rt  wise  enough,  fonhy '  do  not  amiss  ; 
not  too  rakel'  though  thou  sittii  warm, 
■  if  thou  be,  certain  it  will  thee  harm. 
Thou  art  at  ease,  and  hold  thee  well  therei 
_     ■  all  50  sure  as  red  is  every  fire, 
Ai  great  a  craft  is  to  keep  well  as  win. 
Bridle  alway  thy  speech  and  thy  desire, 
For  worldly  joy  holdeth  but  by  a  wire, 
Thai  provelh  well,  it  brest'  all  day  so  ofl, 
Fortfay '  need  is  to  workcn  with  it  soft." 

(Quod  Troilus)  "  I  hope,  and  Cod  tofornc,* 
My  deard  friend  '.  that  1  shall  so  me  bear 
That  in  my  guilt  there  shall  nothing  be  lorn,* 
Ne  I  n'ill  rakel '  for  to  gricven  her ; 
Jt  necdeih  not  this  matter  oft  to  tear, 
Vor,  wistcst  thou  my  hcartd '  well.  Pandarc, 
God  wot  of  this  thou  wouldest  little  care." 
Then  'gan  he  tell  him  of  his  glad^  night, 
And  whereof  first  his  heart  ydrad  and  how. 
And  sayfd  ;   "  Friend,  as  1  am  a  true  knight. 
And  by  that  faith  1  owe  to  God  and  you, 
1  had  It  never  half  so  hoi  as  now, 
And  ever  the  more  that  desire  mc  bilclh 
'To  love  her  best  the  more  it  me  delighieth. 
"  I  n'ol  myself  not  wisely '  what  it  is, 
hit  now  I  feelcn  a  new  (Quality, 
Tea,  sll  another  than  I  did  ere  this." 
'ondure  answer 'd  and  say^d  thus,  "  That  he 
'faai  onds  may  in  heaven  bliss  ybc, 
Ic  (eclcth  other  wayds  dare  1  lay, 
lian  tbilki!  lime  he  first  beard  of  it  say." 
This  is  a  word  for  all,  that  Troilus 
Vas  never  full  to  speak  of  this  mattcre, 
tnd  tor  to  praisen  unto  Pnndarus 
"he  bounty  of  his  bright  lady  so  dear, 
PaDdanis  to  tliank  and  maken  cheer  : 


•  fbnhir— thisefiw*.  •  Rakd— i«jh.  •  Btrjl — lireak*,  'Tofomff 
-belbrr  God.  •  liont — lost  •  Ne  i  n'ill  rakel— nor  irlll  I  be  laih 
>  nlFVC  ho.  '  For  wiitrii  ihou  my  hoirte,  »c.— (or  It  yoQ  well 
Mrnj  bcwt.  (^n'lwe,  GmI  knows  yuu  would  little  catt  for  thli. 
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This  tale  was  aye  span  new)6  to  begia  ^ 

Till  that  the  night  aeparted  them  atwin.  1190      ^ 

Soon  after  this,  for  that  Fortune  it  would, 
Icomen  was  the  blissful  tim^  sweet 
That  Troilus  was  warndd  that  he  should 
There  he  was  erst  ^  Creseid'  his  lady  meet. 
For  which  he  felt  his  heart  in  joyd  fleet. 
And  faithfully  'gan  all  the  goddes  her>' ; 
And  let  see  now  if  that  he  can  be  merry.  119; 

And  holden  was  the  form  and  all  the  guise 
Of  her  coming,  and  eke  of  his  also, 
As  it  was  erst,^  which  needeth  naught  devise ; 

«  «  «  «  « 

Naught  needeth  it  to  you,  sith  they  been  met. 
To  ask  at  me  if  that  they  blithe  y^-ere, 
For  if  it  erst  was  well,  then  was  it  bet 
A  thousand  fold,  this  needeth  not  enquere  ; 
Agone  was  every  sorrow*  and  ever>'  fear. 
And  both  iwis  *  they  had,  and  so  they  ween'd,' 
As  muchel  joy  as  heart  may  comprehend.  1207 

This  is  no  little  thing  of  for  to  say. 
This  passcth  every  wit  for  to  devise,* 
For  each  of  them  'gan  other's  lust  *  obey. 
Felicity,  which  that  these  clerkds  wise 
Commenden  so,  ne  may  not  here  suffice ; 
This  joy  ne  may  not  written  be  with  ink ; 
This  passeth  all  that  any  heart  may  think.  12 14 

But  cruel  day,  so  welaway  the  stound  I  • 
'Gan  for  t'  approach,  as  they  by  signds  knew, 
For  which  them  thought  they  feelen  death<(5s  wound ; 
So  woe  was  them  that  changen  *gan  their  hue. 
And  day  they  gonnen  to  despise  all  new,' 
Calling  it  traitor,  envious,  and  worse, 
And  bitterly  the  dayds  light  they  curse.  1221 

(Quod  Troilus)  "  Alas  !  now  am  I  ware 
That  Pyrois,  and  those  swiftd  steedds  three 
Which  that  ydrawen  forth  the  Sunnds  car 
H.ive  gone  some  by-path  in  despite  of  me, 
And  maketh  it  so  soond  day  to  be. 
And  for  the  Sun  him  hasteth  thus  to  rise 
Ne  shall  I  never  do  him  sacrifice."  1228 

*  Erst— before.  •  Iwis— indeed.  'Wcen'd— thought.  *  Dcx-ire 
—describe.  *  Lust — pleasure.  *  Wellaway  the  stound  —  alas  tlie 
time.    '  All  new — afresh. 
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Bm  nccd^  day  dcpartcn  them  must  soon  ; 
And  when  their  speech^  done  was  and  their  cheer 
They  twin'  anon,  as  they  were  wont  to  done, 
And  svtten  time  of  meeting  eft  ifere,' 
And  many'  a  night  they  wrought  in  this  mannere  : 
And  thus  Fortune  a  time  ylcd  in  joy 
Crocid' And  eke  this  kingfs  son  of  Troy.  133; 

In  suffiiancc,'  in  bliss,  and  in  singings. 
This  Troilus  'gan  all  his  Ufe  to  lead  i 
He  spcndeth,  jousteih,  and  maketh  feastings  ; 
HcgiTcth  freeLy  oft,  and  changelh  weed;' 
He  held  about  him  alway  out  of  drede  > 
A  world  of  folk,  as  come  him  well  of  kind." 
[_  The  freshest  and  the  best  that  he  could  find.       1:4: 

That  such  a  voice  was  of  him  and  a  Steven ' 
I  Throughout  the  world  of  honour  and  iargcss ' 
^Thai  It  up  rung  unto  the  gate  of  heaven ; 
Ind  as  in  luvc  he  was  in  such  gladness 
n  his  heart  he  deemed  as  1  guess 
,t  there  n'is  lover'  in  this  world  at  ease 

.s  he,  and  thus  'gan  love  him  please.       i24i 

The  goodlihead  or  beauty  which  that  kind  "* 
pn  any  other  lady  had  isel, 
"■     not  the  mountance  of  a  gnat"  unbind 
it  his  heart  of  all  Crcseid^s  net ; 
las  so  narrow  imaskifd  and  iknet 
IS  undone  in  any  manner  side. 
n'tU  not  be  for  aught  that  may  betide.         \2^i 
And  by  the  hand  fuU  often  he  would  take 
This  ("andarus,  and  into  garden  lead, 
And  such  a  feast  and  such  a  process  make 
Him  of  Crestid',  and  of  her  womanhcdc," 
And  of  her  beauty,  that  witboulen  drede  '^ 
It  wu  a  heaven  his  word^s  for  ti  ' 
And  then  he  wouldd  sing  in  this 

"  Love,  that  of  earth  and  sea  hath  governance. 
Love,  tliat  his  hestfs"  hath  in  heaven  high. 
Love,  that  with  a  right  wholesome  illiance 

TwiB—acpualc.  'Fit  ifoe  — ugain  together.  'SuBi9«tic< 
if.iriiun.  '  Weed  —  dro*.  *  Out  of  drede  —  wiUioul  iloii 
.  ome  him  wdl  of  klnil— thai  uune  to  him  well  bml  \tf  nmu 
:.    m— Tejiorl.  rmown.  ^*  LjitKeu— baunly.     *  ""' 
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Halt*  people  joined  as  him  list  them  gie, 

Love,  that  yknitteth  law  and  company. 

And  couples  doth  in  virtue  for  to  dwell. 

Bind  this  accorid  that  I  have  told  and  teO.  i^ 

<<  That  that  the  world  with  faith,  which  that  is  sttb^ 
Diverseth  so  his  stound^s  '  according, 
That  elements  that  be  discordable 
H  olden  a  bond  perpetually  during. 
Thai  Phoebus  must  his  rosy  day  forth  bring. 
And  that  the  moon  hath  lordship  o'er  the  nights, 
All  this  doth  Love;  aye  heried'  be  his  mights!  itfS 

''  That  that  the  sea,  that  greedy  is  to  flowen, 
Constraineth  to  a  certain  end^  so 
His  floodifs,  that  so  fiercely  they  ne  growen 
To  drenchen^  earth  and  all  for  evermo. 
And  if  that  Love  aught  let  his  bridle  go, 
All  that  now  loveth  asunder  should  leap, 
And  lost  were  all  that  Love  halt  now  to  heap.*    12-'^ 

'*  So  would  to  God,  that  author  is  of  kind,* 
That  with  his  bond  Love  of  his  virtue  list 
To  s^archen  heari^s  all,  and  fast  to  bind. 
That  from  his  bond  no  wight  the  way  out  wist,^ 
And  hearths  cold  them  would  I  that  he  twist 
To  make  them  love,  and  that  list  him  aye  rue* 
On  hcartes  sore,  and  keep  them  that  be  true.*    129^ 

In  all^  needds  for  the  town^s  war 
He  was,  and  aye  the  first  in  arm<5s  dight,* 
And  certainly,  but  if  that  book^s  err. 
Save  Hector  most  idread  of  any  wight ; 
And  this  encrease  of  hardiness  and  might 
Come  him  of  love,  his  lady's  thank*®  to  win. 
That  altered  his  spirit  so  within.  129& 

In  time  of  truce  on  hawking  would  he  ride. 
Or  ell^s  hunt  the  boar,  bear,  or  lidun, 
The  smalld  beast^s  let  he  go  beside ; 
And  when  that  he  came  riding  into  town. 
Full  oft  his  lady  from  her  window  down, 
As  fresh  as  falcon  comen  out  of  mew, 
Full  ready  was  him  goodly  to  salue.  1305 

1  Halt  people— holds  people  joined  as  he  chooMS  to  lead  them. 
•  Stoundcs — times.  '  Heried — ^worshipped  be  his  power.  *  Dren- 
chen— drown.  *  Halt  to  heap— holds  together.  •  Kind—  natore. 
'  Wist— knoweth.  •  List  him  aye  rue— that  it  wouki  pleaic  him 
ever  to  have  pity.    *  Dight — clad.    >*  Thank — rewaid. 
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d  most  of  love  and  virtue  w.is  his  speech, 
in  dnpite  had  he  all  wretchedness  ; ' 
A  doubtless  no  need  was  him  to  beseech 
^  honouren  them  thai  had  wonhini'ss, 
d  caicn  tlicm  that  wetcn  in  distress ; 
d  gbd  was  he  if  any  wight  will  fard 
U  lover  was,  when  he  ii  wist'  or  heard.  \-^\i 

r,  soih  10  say,  he  lost  held  every  wighi 
|t  if  he  were  in  Lovfe  high  serv(ce, 
t  fulk  ihai  ought  it  be  of  right ; 
rt  all  this  so  well  could  he  devise' 
t,  anil  in  so  uncouth'  wise 
:9  array,  thai  c^ery  lover  thought 
»II  was  well  what  so  lie  said  or  wrought     1319 
d  though  (kit  he  be  come  of  blood  royal 
n  list  of  pride  at  no  wight  for  10  chacc  \ 
lign  be  was  to  each  in  general, 
r  which  he  got  him  th^nk  in  every  place  : 
Itis  wDuldf  love,  (ihcried'^  be  his  grace!) 
lai  pride  and  ire.  envy  and  avarice, 
C  'gan  to  fly,  and  every  other  vice.  1326 

Thou  lady  bright,  the  daughter  of  Diane  I 
'Thy  blind  and  wingL-d  son  eke,  Dan  Cupide  ! 
Ye  Sistren  Nine  eke  !  that  by  Helicon 
In  hill  Pamasso  listen"  lor  t'  abide, 

il  ye  thus  far  have  dci)fncd  mc  to  guide, 
ji  no  more,  but  since  that  ye  will  wend,' 
■  hcricd  be  for  aye  withouten  end  I  1  jjj 

through  you  have  I  said  fully  in  my  song 
t  effect  and  joy  of  Troilus'  service, 
^  be  thai  ihcrc  was  some  disease'  among, 
9  mine  auihdr  to  listeth  to  devise  ;' 
mf  Thirds  Book  now  end  1  in  this  wise, 
wi  Trwlus  in  hjst  and  in  quieie 
[lirith  Crcseid^,  his  own  lady  sweet.  1340 

Id  in  hatred  all  basaims.     *Wi(l-krww. 
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But  all  too  little,  welaway*  the  while ! 

Lasteth  such  joy,  ithank^d  be  Forttine, 

That  seemeth  truest  when  she  will  beguile, 

And  can  to  fool^s  so  her  song  entune 

That  she  them  hent  and  blent,'  traitor  commdne, 

And  when  a  wight  is  from  her  wheel  ithrow' 

Then  laugheth  she,  and  maketh  him  the  mowe.*     7 

From  Troilus  she  'gan  her  bright^  face 
Away  to  writhe,  and  took  of  him  no  heed. 
And  cast  him  clean  out  of  bis  lady's  grace, 
And  on  her  wheel  sh^  set  up  Diomed, 
For  which  mine  heart  right  now  'ginneth  to  bleed ; 
And  now  my  pen,  alas  !  with  which  I  write, 
Quaketh  for  dread  of  that  I  must  indite.  14 

For  how  Creseidd  Troilus  forsook, 
Or  at  the  least  how  that  she  was  unkind. 
Must  henn^sforth  be  matter  of  my  Book, 
As  writen  folk  through  which  it  is  in  mind  : 
Alas  !  that  they  should  ever  caus^  find 
To  speak  her  harm  !  and  if  they  on  her  lie, 
Iwis  themselves  should  have  the  villainy.  21 

O  ye  Erinnyes !  Night^s  daughters  three, 
That  enddess  complain  ev^r  in  pain, 
Megaera',  Allecto,  and  Ty siphon e, 
Thou  cruel  Mars  eke !  father  of  Quirine, 
This  ilk^  Fourth  Book  help  me  for  to  fine,* 
So  that  the  loss  of  love  and  life  ifere  * 
Of  Troilus  be  fully  shewed  here.  28 


Ligging  ^  in  host,  as  I  have  said  ere  this, 
The  Greek^s  strong  abouten  Tro^^  town. 
Befell  that  when  that  Phoebus  shming  is 

*  Welawav  —  alas.  '  Hent  and  blent  —  caught  and  blinded. 
'  [throw — tnrown.  *  Mowe  —  grimace.  *  Fine — conclude,  finish. 
•  Ifere — together.     '  Ligging — lying. 


V.  35.-  QuiHne.]  Quirinus  was  the  siirname  of  Mars.  It  was 
also  conferred  upon  Romulus  (who  claimed  paternity  with  the  god) 
upon  his  deification  by  the  people. 
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Upon  the  breast  of  Hercules'  Lii5un, 

That  Hector  with  many  a  bold  baroun 

Cait  on  a  day  with  Creek^s  for  to  fight, 

M  he  was  wont,  to  grieve  them  what  he  might.      35 

J'ot  1  how  long  or  short  it  was  between 
This  purpose  and  that  day  they  fighten  meant : 
But  on  a  day  well  arm^d  bright  and  sheen 
Hector  and  many'  a  worthy  knight  out  went 
With  spear  in  hand,  and  with  big  bow^s  bent, 
And  in  the  beard,  withomen  longer  let,' 
Their  foemen  in  the  field  anon  them  met  42 

The  longtf  day  with  spcar^s  sharp  igrnund, 
With  arrows,  dart^s,  swords,  and  macds  fell. 
They  light,  and  bringcn  horse  and  man  10  ground, 
And  with  their  axes  out  the  braintfs  quell ;" 

:  in  the  last  show'r,  sothd  for  to  tell. 
The  folk  of  Troy  thcmselvcn  so  misled,* 
That  with  the  worse  at  night  homeward  they  fled.  49 

At  which£  day  was  taken  Antenor, 
Polydamas,  and  also  Mencsles, 
Xanlippe,  Sarpcdon,  Polyslenor. 
roliies,  or  the  Trojan,  Dan  Ruphes, 
And  other  less^  folk,  as  Phehuses, 
So  that  for  harm  that  day  the  folk  of  Troy 
Drcadcn  to  lose  a  great  part  of  their  joy.  56 

Of  Priamus  was  give,  at  Greeks  request, 
A  time  of  truce,  and  then  they  gonnen  treat 
Their  prisoners  to  changcn  most  and  least, 
And  for  the  surplus  given  summds  great ; 
This  thing  anon  was  couth*  in  every  street, 
Both  in  th'  assiege,  in  town,  and  every  where, 
And  with  the  first  it  came  to  Calchas'  ear. 


63 


„  fte. — wilhoul  longer  dels]'  Ihcy  b«iird«l  Ihrir  fos- 

Btld.     'tjuell— riaih.  crush.     'So  ifiisl«l —  behaved 

*  Couth  —  eomrnon.      '  Thring  —  IhnUL 

a  favour.    '  Urede— doubl. 


When  Calchns  knew  this  treatise  shotdd  yhold. 
In  consistory*  among  the  Greekfe  soon 
He  'gan  in  thring'  forth  wiih  the  lordi?s  old, 
And  set  him  there  as  he  was  wont  to  done, 
And  with  a  changed  face  them  bade  a  boon," 
For  love  of  God,  10  do  that  reverence 
To  slinten  noise,  and  give  him  audience. 

Then  said  he  thus;  "Lo!  Lord€s  mine,  I  was 

P,  as  it  is  knowen  out  of  drede,' 
(bat  you  remember*  1  am  Calchas, 
r 
1- 
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That  alderfirst^  gave  comfort  to  your  need, 
And  told^  well  how  that  you  shcmlden  speed. 
For  dred^ess  through  you  shall  in  a  stound* 
Be  Troy  ibrent,  and  beaten  down  to  ground.         77 

"  And  in  what  form  or  in  what  manner  wise 
This  town  to  shend,^  and  all  your  lust  achieve, 
Ye  have  ere  this  well  heard  me  you  devise ;  * 
This  knowen  ye,  my  Lord^s,  as  I  lieve  ;  * 
And,  for  the  Greekes  weren  me  so  leve,* 
I  came  mjrself  in  my  proper  persdn 
To  teach  m  this  how  you  was  best  to  done.  84 

"  Having  unto  my  treasure  ne  my  rent 
Right  no  regard  in  r^pect  of  your  ease. 
Thus  all  my  good  I  left  and  to  you  went, 
Weening  ^  in  this  you,  Lord^,  for  to  please ; 
But  all  that  loss  ne  doth  me  no  disease ;  * 
I  vouchsafe  do,  as  wisely*  have  I  joy. 
For  you  to  lose  all  that  I  have  in  Troy,  91 

'*  Save  of  a  daughter  that  I  left,  alas  ! 
Sleeping  at  home  when  out  of  Troy  I  start : 

0  stem,  O  cruel  father  that  I  was  ! 

How  might  I  have  in  that  so  hard  a  heart  ? 
Alas  that  I  n'  had  brought  her  in  my  skirt ! 
For  sorrow*  of  which  I  will  not  live  to-morrow. 
But  if  *°  ye,  Lord^s,  rue  upon  my  sorrow.  9S 

"  For,  because  that  I  saw  no  time  ere  now 
Her  to  deliver*  I  holden  have  my  peace, 
But  now  or  never,  if  that  it  like  you, 

1  may  her  have  right  soon^  now  doubtless  : 
O  help  and  grace  among^s  all  this  press  ! " 
Rue  on  this  oldd  caitiff  in  distress, 

Sith  I  through  you  have  all  this  heaviness.  105 

"  Ye  have  now  caught  and  fettered  in  prisdn 
Trojans  enow,  and  if  your  willds  be 
My  child  with  one  may  have  redemption ; 
Now  for  the  love  of  God  and  of  bounty 
One  of  so  fcle,*^  alas  !  so  give  him  me  : 
What  need  were  it  this  prayer  for  to  wem,'* 
Sith  ye  shall  have  both  folk  and  town  as  yem?"  112 

*  Alderfirst— first  of  all.  «  Stound  —  short  time  *  Shoid— de- 
stroy. *  Devise — describe.  *  'Lieve — believe.  •  So  Icve — and  be- 
cause the  Greeks  were  so  dear  to  me.  '  Weening  —  thinking. 
*  Disease — discomfort.  ^  Wisely— truly,  certainly.  '*  Bui  if —un- 
less. "  Press— crowd,  company.  "  Fele— many.  "*  Wcna— nject 
"  Yern— immediately. 
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"  On  peril  of  my  life  I  shall  not  lie, 
ApoUo  hath  me  told  full  faithfully ; 
I  have  eke  founder  by  astronomy, 
By  sort,'  and  eke  by  augury,  tnirfly, 
And  dare  well  say  the  lime  is  fast^  by 
Thai  fire  and  flame  on  all  Uie  town  shall  spread. 
And  thus  shall  Tray  ytum  to  ashen  dead.  [ 

"  Tor  certain  Pbtcbus  and  Neptunus  both, 
That  mukeden  the  wallas  of  the  town, 
Be  with  the  folk  of  Troy  alway  so  wroth 
That  ihey  will  bring  it  to  confusi<1n  : 
Rig^t  in  despite'  of  King  Laomedon, 
Because  be  n'  old^  payen  them  their  hire. 
The  town  of  Troytf  shall  be  set  on  fire."  I 

Telling  his  lale  alway  this  old^  grey, 
Humble  in  speech  and  In  his  looking  eke. 
The  saJtd  tcar^s  from  his  eyen  tway 
Full  fast  jTunnen  down  by  either  check ; 
So  long  be  'gan  of  succour  them  bcseck, 
That  for  lo  heal  him  of  his  sorrows  sore 
They  gave  him  Antenor  wiihouien  more.  t 

Bui  who  was  glad  enough  but  Calchss  tho  ?  * 
And  of  this  thing  full  soon  his  nccdijs  laid 
On  them  that  shouldcn  for  the  treatise  go. 
And  them  fur  Antcnur  full  ofif  pray'd 
Ti»  bringen  home  King  Thoas  and  Crcseid' ; 
And  when  Pridm  his  skf^  conduct  sent, 
Tb'  embassadors  to  Troy^  straight  they  went.        i 

The  cause  i-totd  of  their  coming,  the  old 
Priim  ibe  King  full  soon  in  general 
'Can  hereupon  his  parliament  lo  hold. 
Of  which  th'  cITect  rehearscn  you  I  shall  : 
Th'  embassadors  been  answer  d  for  linal 
Tb'  exchange  of  prisoners  and  all  this  need 
Them  Uketh  well,  nnd  fbrtli  in  they  proceed.         i 

This  Troilua  was  present  in  the  place 
When  askM  was  for  Antenor  Crescid', 
For  which  full  soon  to  cbangen  'gan  his  face, 
As  he  that  with  those  word<!s  well  nigh  died ; 
But  nathiflcss  he  no  word  to  it  said. 
Lest  men  should  his  aflectidn  espy; 
With  mannds  heart  he  'gan  his  iorrows  dry.  I 

And  full  of  anguish  and  of  grisly  drcdc 
Abode  what  utiier  lords  woulil  to  it  say, 
And  if  that  ihcy  would  srant.  as  God  forbidc  ! 
'  Son— lot.  dcsiioy.    '  Dapiic— haiicU.    '  Tim— ihcn. 
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Th'  exchange  of  her ;  then  thought  he  thing^s  tway, 
First  how  to  save  her  honour,  and  what  way 
He  mightd  best  th'  exchange  of  her  withstand ; 
Full  fast  he  cast  how  all^  ibis  might  stand  i6i 

Love  him  made  alld  prest  *  to  do  her  bide, 
And  rather  dien  than  tnat  she  should  go, 
But  Reason  said  him  on  that  other  side, 
Withouten  assent  of  her  do  not  so, 
Lest  for  thy  worW  she  would  be  thy  foe. 
And  say,  that  through  thy  meddling  is  iblow 
Your  both^  love  there  it  was  erst  not  know.*  i68 

For  which  he  'gan  deliberen  for  the  best. 
And  though  the  lordds  woulden  that  she  went. 
He  wouldd  suffer  them  grant  what  them  lest,' 
And  tell  his  lady  first  what  that  they  meant ; 
And  when  that  she  had  said  him  her  intent. 
Thereafter  would  he  worken  all  so  blive  ♦ 
Though  all  the  world  against  it  would  ystrive.        175 

Hector  with  that  full  well  the  Greek^s  heard 
For  Antenor  how  they  would  have  Creseid', 
'Gan  it  withstand,  and  soberly  answered  ; 
"  Sirs,  she  ne  is  no  prisoner  The  said ;) 
I  n'ot  on  you  who  that  this  cnarg^  laid,* 
But  on  my  part  ye  may  eftsones  them  tell 
We  usen  here  no  women  for  to  selL**  182 

The  noise  of  people  upstart  then  at  once 
As  breme*  as  blaze  of  straw  iset  on  fire, 
For  inforti^ne  it  would^  for  the  nones  ^ 
They  shoulden  their  confusidn  desire. 
"  Hector,  (quod  they)  what  ghost  may  you  inspire 
This  woman  thus  to  shield,  and  do  us  lose 
Dan  Antenor  ?  a  wrong  way  now  ye  choose  ;         189 

'^  That  is  so  wise,  and  eke  so  bold  bardn, 
And  we  have  need  of  folk,  as  men  may  see  ; 
He  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  this  town  : 
O  Hector !  let  such  thy  fantasies  be  ; 
O  King  Pridm  !  (quod  they)  thus  seggfd  •  we, 
That  all  our  voice  is  to  forego  Creseid'." 
And  to  deliver  Antenor  they  pra/d.  196 


*  Prest,  Fr.  prH — ready,  eager.  •  Erst  not  know — through  jroar 
meddling,  both  your  love  was  blown  whither  it  was  never  known 
before.  *  Lest — pleased.  *  Blive — briskly.  *  Chaige  laid — I  know 
not  who  laid  this  commission  upon  you.  *  Brane — forious.  '  Fm* 
the  nones— for  the  occasion.    ^  Segge — ^say. 
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» 


I 


For  which,  delibered  '  was  hy  parliament, 
For  Anienor  to  yielden  out  Creseid', 
And  it  pronounced  by  the  President, 
Although  that  Hector  nay  full  oft^  pray'd ; 
And  finally,  what  wight  that  it  withsaid,' 
It  wai  for  naught ;  it  must  ybeen  and  sliould, 
For  substance  uf  the  parliament  ii  would.' 
Departed  out  o'  th'  parliament  eachone, 
This  Troilus,  withouicn  word^  mo, 
Unto  his  chamber  sped  him  fast  alone. 
But  if  it  were  a  man  of  his  or  two, 
The  which  he  bade  out  fastf  for  to  go, 
Because  that  he  would  sicepen,  as  he  said, 
And  hastily  uf>on  his  bed  him  laid. 
And  as  in  winter  leaviJs  be  bereft 
£%ch  after  other  till  the  trees  be  bare. 
So  that  there  n'  is  but  bark  and  branch  ileft, 
Lithe  *  Troilus  bircfl  of  each  welfare, 
Ibounden  in  the  blacks  bark  of  care. 
Disposed  wood  out  of  his  wit  to  braid,* 
So  sore  him  sate  the  changing  of  Creseid'. 

He  rist  him  up  and  every  door  he  shct 
And  window  eke,  and  then  this  woful  man 
Upon  his  bedd^  side  adown  him  set. 
Full  hke  a  dead  imdge,  both  pale  and  wan, 
And  in  his  breast  the  heaped  woe  began 
Out  burst,  and  he  to  worken  in  this  wise. 
In  his  woodness,  as  1  shall  you  devise.' 

Right  as  the  wildj  bull  beginneth  spring 
Now  here  now  there,  idaried  to  Uie  heart. 
And  of  his  de:iih  roareth  in  complainitig. 
Right  so  'gan  be  about  tl.e  chamber  start. 
Smiting  his  breast  aye  with  his  fisn5s  smart ; 
His  head  to  th'  wall,  his  body  to  the  ground. 
Full  oft  he  swapt,'  him  selven  to  confound. 

Hi*  cyco  two  for  pity  of  his  heart 
Our  sircamcden  as  swift  as  wcll^s  iway  ; 
high^  sobbfs  of  his  sorrows  smart 
speech  him  reft ;  unncthiis  might  he  say  * 
Death  alas  !  why  n'ill  thou  do  me  dey  ? " 


doliberalrd: 
naugbi.    '  Subs 
"Ell  rrsolvnl  upon  ii.    *  Ltilie-  hunibJr.  meek.    -  uui 

brmlil~-iiuullv  diipoHd  to  start  out  ol  his  »ms«. 

- '       '  S*,ii.[-  fdl  down.    •  Unnelhet.  &c.— scucely 
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Accursed  be  that  day  which  that  Nattire 

Shope  me  to  be  a  hv^  credture  ! "  238 

*  ♦  ♦  ♦  # 

«  O  very  Lord  !  O  Love,  O  God  !  alas  ! 
That  knowest  best  mine  heart  and  all  my  thought, 
What  shall  my  sorrdwful  life  done  in  this  case 
If  I  forego  that  I  so  dere  have  bought  ? 
Since  ye  Creseide  and  me  have  fiillv  brought 
Into  your  grace,  and  both  our  hertes  sded^ 
How  may  ye  suffer'  alas  !  it  be  repded  ?  245 

'*  What  I  may  done  I  shall,  while  I  may  dure 
On  live,  in  torment  and  in  cruel  paine ; 
This  infortune'  and  this  disdventure 
Alone  as  I  was  bom  I  will  complaine, 
Ne  never  will  I  seen  it  shine  or  raine. 
But  end  I  will,  as  Edippe  in  darkness 
My  wolul  life,  and  dyin  in  distress.  252 

'<  O  weary  ghost !  that  errest  to  and  fro^ 
Why  n'ilt  thou  flyen  out  of  the  wofullest 
Body  that  ever  might  on  ground  ygo  ? 

0  soul^  !  lurking  in  this  woful  nest, 

Flee  forth  anon,  and  do  mine  heart  to  breste,' 

And  follow  Creseide  thy  lady  dere ; 

Thy  right  place  is  no  longer  to  been  here.  259 

'^  O  woful  eyen  two  !  since  your  di^)orte 
Was  all  to  seen  Cresefd's  eyen  bright, 
What  shall  ye  done,  but  for  my  discomforte 
Stondin  for  naught  and  weepin  out  your  sight, 
Since  she  is  queint  that  wont  was  you  to  li^t  ?' 
In  vain  from  this  forth  have  I  eyen  twey 

1  formed,  since  your  virtue  is  away.  266 

"  O  my  Creseid' !  O  lady  sov^rain  ! 
Of  this  sorrowful  souM  that  thus  crieth. 
Who  shall  now  given  comfort  to  thy  pain  ? 
Alas  !  no  wight ;  but  when  mine  heart  ydieth, 
My  spirit,  which  that  so  unto  you  hieth, 
Receive  in  gr^,'  for  that  shall  aye  you  serve  ; 
Forthy,  no  force  is  *  though  the  body  stervc*       273 

"  O  ye  lovers  !  that  high  upon  the  whed 
Be  set  of  Fortune,  in  good  ^venture, 
God  lene  *  that  ye  aye  finden  love  of  sted, 

'  To  brest— and  burst,  break  my  heart.  '  To  light  mat  she 
that  was  your  light  is  extinct.  *  Receive  in  gre — accept  amenably. 
or  with  good  will.  <  Forthy.  no  force  is— no  maUer  Umtfeie. 
»  Stcrve— die,  perish.    •  God  lene— God  gtanL 
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And  lang^  may  your  life  in  joy  endure  ; 
But  when  ye  cornea  by  my  sepulture, 
ItemcmbTcth  that  your  fellow  rcsleth  there, 
For  I  lov^d  eke,  though  I  unworthy  were. 

"  O  old,  unwholesome,  and  misliv^d '  man — 
Calchas  I  mean  \  alas  !  what  ail^  thee 
To  be  a  Greek  since  thou  art  bom  Trojin  f 
O  Calchas !  which  that  wilt  my  ban^  be. 
In  cursed  tim^  wast  thou  b^im  for  me : — 
As  would^  blissful  Jov^  for  his  joy 
That  I  thee  had  where  that  I  would  in  Troy  !  " 

A  thousand  sighifs  hotter  than  the  glede ' 
Out  of  hia  breast  each  after  other  went, 
Meddled*  with  plaint^s  new,  his  woe  to  feed, 
For  which  his  woful  tearfo  never  stent  j* 
And,  shortly,  so  his  sorrows  him  to  rent. 
He  wax'd  so  mate  '  that  ne  joy  tior  penance 
Me  fecleth  none,  but  licth  in  a  trance. 

Pandarus,  which  that  in  the  parh anient 
Had  heard  what  every  lord  and  burgess  said, 
And  how  full  granted  was  by  one  -issent 
For  Antenor  to  yielden  out  Creseid', 
'Can  well  nigh  wood  out  of  his  wit  lo  braid,' 
So  that  for  woe  he  ne  wist  what  he  meant. 
But  in  a  rage  to  Troilus  he  went. 

A  certain  knight  that  for  the  timtf  kept 
The  chamber  door  undid  it  him  anon, 
And  Pandarus,  that  full  tenderly  wept, 
Into  the  dark^  chamber,  still  as  stone, 
Towird  the  bed  "gan  softly  for  to  gone, 
So  cdnfuse  that  he  ne  wistd  what  to  say ; 
For  very  woe  his  wit  was  nigh  away. 

And  with  his  cheer  and  looking  all  to  torn 
For  woe  of  this,  and  with  his  arm^s  folden, 
He  stood  this  woful  Troilus  befomc. 
And  on  his  piteous  face  lie  "gan  beholden ; 
But  Lord  !  so  often  'gan  his  heart  to  colden, 
Seeing  his  friend  in  woe,  whose  heaviness 
Mis  bJeartf  slewe,  as  thought  him,  for  distress. 

This  woful  wight,  this  Troilus,  that  felt 
His  friend  Pandarc  icomen  him  lo  sec, 
*Gan  as  the  snow  against  the  sun  to  melt, 
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For  which  this  wofiil  Pandare  of  pity 

'Gan  for  to  weep  as  tenderly  as  he ; 

And  speechless  thus  been  these  ilW  tway, 

That  neither  might  for  sorrow  one  word  say.       322 

JBut  at  the  last  this  woful  Troilus, 
Nigh  dead  for  smart,  'gan  bursten  out  to  roar, 
And  with  a  sorrowful  noise  he  said  thus 
Among  his  sobb^s  and  his  sights  sore ; 
'*  Lo  !  Pandare,  I  am  dead,  withouten  more ; 
'  Hast  thou  not  heard  at  parliament,  he  said, 

For  Antenor  how  lost  is  my  Creseid'  ?  "         '3^9 

.  #  #  *  ♦  # 

^  [Pandanis,  like  a  true  worldling,  thinks  to  soothe  his  friend  bTI^ 

t  minding  him  that  Troy  contains  many  fiairer  dames  than  (>; 

[  seida,  and  that  "though  she  be  lost,  he  shall  recover  anotbtf- 

I  But  mark,  with  how  high  and  worthy  a  tone  Troilus  rebukes 

him.     Owning  so  calculating  a  heart,  no  wonder  Pandaivs 
should  complain  of  his  own  ill  success  in  love.] 

These  word^s  said  he  for  the  non^s  all  * 
To  help  his  friend,  lest  he  for  sorrow  de/d, 
For  doubtdless  to  do  his  woe  to  fall 
He  ne  raught  not  what  unthrift  that  he  said  ;' 
''  But  Troilus,  that  nigh  for  sorrow  dey'd. 

Took  little  heed  of  sdl  that  e'er  he  meant ; 

One  ear  it  heard,  at  th'  other  out  it  went  336 

But  at  the  last  he  answered,  and  said ;  ^  Friend, 
This  leechcraft,  or  yhealAi  thus  to  be. 
Were  well  fitting  if  that  I  were  a  fiend, 
To  trashen  ^  her  that  true  is  unto  me  ; 
I  pray  God  let  this  counsel  never  the,^ 
But  do  me  rather  starve '  anon  right  here 
Ere  I  thus  do  as  thou  me  would^st  lere.*  543 

"  She  that  I  serve  iwis,'  what  so  thou  say, 
To  whom  my  heart  inhabit  is  by  right. 
Shall  have  me  wholly  hers  till  that  I  dey ;  • 
For,  Pandarus,  since  I  have  truth  her  higfat  * 
I  will  not  be  untrue  for  any  wight. 
But  as  her  man  I  will  aye  live  and  sterve,*® 
And  never  will  no  other  creature  serve*  35c 

*' And  where  thou  sa/st  thou  shalt  as  fair  yfind 
As  she, — let  be ;  make  no  comparison 
To  a  creature  iformed  here  by  kind.** 

'  Nones  all — for  the  occasion.  '  Unthrift  that  he  said — ^he  carec 
not  what  thoughtless  thing  he  said.  '  Trashen — ^betray.  ^  Tbe^ 
thrive.  *  Starve — die.  •  Lere — advise.  '  Iwis — truly.  •  Dey— 
die.  *  Hight — ^pledged,  promised.  '^  Stenre — die.  *'  KJoid— oatine 
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0  \ta,vi  Pandanis  I  thy  conclusion ; 

1  will  not  be  of  thine  opinion 

Touching  all  [his.  for  which  I  thee  beseech  ; 

So  hold  thy  fwace  ;  thou  slay'st  me  with  thy  speech. 

"Thou  biddest  mc  that  I  should  love  another  358 
AH  freshly  new,  and  let  Creseidi  go  : 
It  li'th  not  in  my  power,  Icvtf  '  brother, 
And  though  I  might,  yet  would  [  not  do  so  : 
But  canst  thou  playcn  racket  to  and  fro, 
Nettle'  in  Uock  out,  now  this  now  that,  Pandarc  ? 
Now  foultf  fall  her  for  thy  woe  that  care  !  364 

"  Thou  rarest  elcc  by  mc,  thou  Pandarus, 
As  he  that  when  a  wight  is  woe  begone. 
He  Gom'th  to  him  apace  and  saith  right  thus, 
'  Think  not  on  smart  and  thou  shah  feeltf  none.' 
Thou  tnay'st  mc  first  transmewen  into  stone, 
And  reve'  me  of  my  passion^s  all, 
Kre  thou  so  lightly  do  my  woe  10  fall.'  371 

"  The  death  may  weU  out  of  my  breast  depart 
The  life,  so  long  may  last  this  sorrow  mine, 
But  from  my  soulf  shall  Creseid^s  dart 
Out  nevermotc,  but  down  with  Proserpine, 

en  I  am  dead,  1  will  go  won  in  pine,* 
And  there  I  will  eternally  complain 
My  woe,  and  how  thai  twinned'  be  we  twain."    37S 

This  Troilus  in  Icarfs  'gan  distil, 
As  liquor  out  of  a  limbeck  full  fast. 
And  I'andarus  'gan  hold  his  longu^  still, 
And  to  the  ground  his  eyen  down  he  cast, 
Hut  naihtfless  thus  thought  he  at  the  last ; 
What  "  pard^  rather  than  my  fellow  dcy, 

shall  1  somewhat  more  unto  him  say."  385 


en  advitcs  bim  boldly  lo  carry  her  off.  ] 

To  this  answer'd  him  Troilus  full  soft. 
And  saltl ;  "  Iwis,"  my  lev^  brother  dear  1 
All  this  have  [  myself  yet  thought  full  ofi, 

Lere— dear.     '  Rcvc— hncivp.    '  Do  my  woe  to  fall- 
X.     '  Won  in  pine— live  in  sorrow.    '  Twlnnet 

■  truth. 


363.  tfttW  in  Out.)    This  ■ppean  to  Iw  a  prDVobial  e 
'""plylne  inionsuuicy:  but  the  origin  of  the  phrue  liui 
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And  more  thing^s  than  thou  devisest  here. 
But  why  this  thing  is  left  thou  shalt  well  hear, 
And  when  thou  hast  me  gpven  audience 
Thereafter  ma/st  thou  tell  all  thy  sentence.  392 


^  First,  since  thouwot'st  this  town  hath  aU  this 
For  ravishing  of  women  so  by  might, 
It  should  not  be  ysuffer'd  me  to  err, 
As  it  stant  now,  ne  do  so  great  unright ; 
I  should  have  also  blame  of  every  wight 
My  father's  grant  if  that  I  so  withstood. 
Since  she  is  changed  for  the  town^  good.  39 

"  I  have  eke  thought,  so  it  were  her  assent. 
To  ask  her  of  my  father  of  his  grace ; 
Then  think  I  this  were  her  accus^ment, 
Since  well  I  wot  I  may  her  not  purchise  ; 
For  since  my  father  in  so  high  a  place 
As  parliament  hath  her  exchange  ensealed. 
He  n'ill  *  for  me  his  letter  be  repeal^  ^<^ 

"  Yet  dread  I  most  her  hearth  to  perturb 
With  violence,  if  I  do  such  a  game ; 
For  if  I  would  it  openly  disturb. 
It  must  be  a  disslander*  unto  her  name  ; 
And  me  were  lever  '  die  than  her  defame  ; 
As  n'old^  God,'  but  if  that  I  should  have 
Her  honour  lever  than  my  life  to  save.  4'3 

"  Thus  am  I  lost,  for  aught  that  I  can  see. 
For  certain  is,  that  sith  I  am  her  knight, 
I  must  her  honour  lever  have  than  me 
In  every  case,  as  lover  ought  of  right : 
Thus  am  I  with  desire  and  reason  twight,* 
Desire  for  to  disturben  her  me  redeth,* 
And  reason  n'ill  not ; — so  mine  hearth  dredetL**  420 

«  «  «  «  « 

The  swift^  Fam^,  which  that  fals6  thing^s, 
Equal  reporteth  like  the  thing^s  true, 
Was  throughout  Troy  ifled  with  prest  wing^ 
From  man  to  man,  and  made  his  tale  all  new, 
How  Calchas'  daughter  with  her  bright^  hue. 
At  parliament,  withouten  word^s  more, 
Igrant^d  was  in  change  of  Antenor.  437 

>  N'ill— will  not.  «  Lever— rather.  'As  n'olde  God— as  God 
forbid  but  that  I  should  hold  her  honour  dearer  than  the  saving  of 
my  own  life.  *  Twight  —  plucked  hither  and  thither.  *  Her  me 
redeth — desire  sways,  or  counsels,  me  to  disturb  her,  and  raaua 
forbids ;  thus  my  heart  doubteth. 
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The  which^  tale  anon  right  as  Creseid' 
Had  heard,  she,  which  that  of  her  fatbcr  raught ' 
[As  in  this  case)  right  naught,  nor  when  he  died, 
Full  busily  to  Jupiter  besought 
Give  him  mischance  that  this  treaty  brought : 
But.  shortly,  lest  these  talrfs  soth^  were, 
She  durst  at  no  wight  asken  it  lot  fear.  434 

As  she  thai  had  her  heart  and  all  her  mind 
On  Troilus  isct  so  wonder  fast. 
Thai  all  this  world  ne  might  her  love  unbind, 
Nc  Ttoilus  out  of  her  hearth  cast. 
She  would  be  his  while  that  her  life  may  last ; 
And  she  thus  brenneth  boih  in  lo\-e  and  drede' 
So  that  she  ne  wist  what  was  best  to  rede.>  441 

But  as  men  see  in  town  and  all  about, 
That  women  use  their  friend^s  to  visit ; 
So  to  Creseid'  of  women  came  a  rout 
For  piteous*  joy,  and  wecndcn  her  delight,' 
And  wiih  their  tal^  (dear  enough  a  mite) 
These  women,  which  that  in  the  city  dwell. 
They  set  them  down,  and  said  as  1  shall  telL        44S 

(Quod  first  thai  one)  "  1  am  glad  tru^ly 
Because  of  you,  that  shall  your  father  see." 
Another  said ;  "  Iwis'  so  am  not  1, 
For  all  too  little  hath  she  with  us  be." 
(Quod  then  the  third)  "  I  hope  iwis  tliat  she 
Shall  bringen  us  the  peace  on  every  side. 
That  when  she  go'th  Almighty  Cod  her  guide !"  455 

Those  wordijs  and  those  womanishi^  thingds 
She  heard  them  right  as  though  she  ihennds  were, 
For  God  it  wot,  her  heart  on  other  thing  is  \ 
Although  the  body  sat  among  them  there, 
Her  ddveitencc'  is  alway  ellSs  where ; 
For  Troilus  full  fast  her  souW  sought ; 
Withouien  word,  on  him  alway  she  thought         462 

These  women  that  thus  weendcn '  her  to  please 
Aboutcn  nau^t  gone  all  their  tal^s  spend  ;  * 
Such  vaiuty  ne  can  do  her  no  ease. 
As  she  that  all  this  mcan^  whil^  brend"> 
Of  Other  passidn  than  ihcy  ywccn'd, 


Dndc — (ou.    '  R«de — Bdvite.    *  Piicous — 

compaulanate.    *  Her  ildight  —  and  ilioughl  la  ddight 

wis  —  indcfd.     '  AdvHiediw  —  mtention.     ■  Woeiideii  — 

*Taki  ipcnd  — wutcd  all  theU  tales  dIbui  nothing. 

while  lamil— fls  ilie  « lio  iii  the  moui  while  wu  liuralng 

in  ih<7  imaEined. 
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So  that  she  felt  aknost  her  hearth  die  , 

For  woe,  and  weary  of  that  company.  ^ 

For  whichd  might  she  no  longer  restrain 
Her  teards,  they  *ganen  so  up  to  well,* 
That  gaven  signds  of  her  bitter  pain 
In  which  her  spirit  was  and  must  ydwell, 
Rememb'ring  her,  from  heaven  unto  which  hcU 
She  fallen  was,  since  she  forgone  the  sig^t 
Of  Troilus,  and  sorrowfully  she  sight* 

And  thilkd  fool^s  sitting  her  about 
Weenden'  that  she  had  wept  and  sigh^  sore 
Because  that  she  should  out  of  the  rout  ^ 
Departen,  and  never  play  with  them  more; 
And  they  that  hadden  knowen  her  of  yore 
See  her  so  weep,  and  thought  it  was  kindness, 
And  each  of  them  wept  eke  for  her  distress. 

And  busily  they  gonnen  her  comfdrt 
On  thing,  God  wot  on  which  she  little  thought, 
And  with  their  tal^s  weenden  her  disport. 
And  to  be  glad  they  often  her  besought ; 
But  such  an  ease  therewith  they  in  her  wrought, 
Right  as  a  man  is  eas^d  for  to  feel 
For  ach  of  head,  to  claw  him  on  his  heeL  4^ 

But  after  all  this  nic^*  vanity 
They  took  their  leave,  and  home  they  wenten  all ; 
Creseid^,  full  of  sorrowful  pity. 
Into  her  chamber'  up  went  out  of  the  haD, 
And  on  her  bed  she  'gan  for  dead  to  fall, 
In  purpose  never  thenn^s  for  to  rise. 
And  thus  she  wrought,  as  I  shall  you  devise.*      497 

Her  owndid  hair,  that  sunnish  was  of  hue. 
She  rent,  and  eke  her  fingers  long  and  smale 
She  rung  full  oft,  and  bade  God  on  her  rue, 
And  with  the  death  to  do  bote  on  her  bale  ; ' 
Her  hu^,  whilom  bright,  that  then  was  pale, 
Bare  witness  of  her  woe  and  her  constraint. 
And  thus  she  spake,  sobbing  in  her  complaint :    504 

"  Alas  !  (quod  she^  out  of  this  regidn 
I,  woful  wretch  and  mfortun^d  wight, 
And  bom  in  cursed  constellatidn. 
Must  go,  and  thus  departen  from  my  knight! 
Woe  worth,  alas  I  that  ilkd  day^s  light 

>  Up  to  well — to  spring  up.  •  Sight — sighed.  •  Weenden — thongfaL 
*  Rout — company.  *  Nice — silly.  •  Devise—  describe.  '  Bote  oa 
her  bale—put  an  end  to  her  sorrow. 
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On  which  I  saw  him  first  wiih  cycn  twain 
That  caiueth  me,  and  1  him,  all  ihis  p.-iin ! " 

Therewith  the  teards  from  her  eyen  two 
Down  fell  as  shQw'rfs  full  in  April  swith,' 

r  whitd  breast  she  beat,  and  for  the  woe, 
After  the  death  she  cried  a  thousand  sith.' 
Since  he  that  wont  her  woe  was  for  to  Uth^ 
She  mu»i  forego,  for  which  disjveniure 
She  held  hersetfen  a  forlost  creature. 

She  said :  "  How  shall  he  do  and  I  also  ! 
How  should  I  live  if  that  1  from  him  twin  1 ' 
O  dcar^  heart,  eke  that  I  lovrf  so, 
Who  shall  that  sorrow  slay  that  ye  be  in  ? 

0  Cajchas,  father!  thine  be  all  this  sin! 
mother  mine,  that  clepdd  were  Atgivc, 

Woe  worth  that  day  that  thou  me  bare  on  live 
"To  what  fine*  should  I  live  and  sorrowen  t 
How  should  a  tish  withouien  water  dure  ? 
What  is  Creseid^  worth  from  Troiius  ? 
How  should  a  plint  or  other  crcitturc 
Liven  without  his  kindly'  nouriturc  ? 
For  whicli  full  oft  a  byword  here  I  say, 
That  canhltss  must  green  mcadtfs  soontf  dey.' 

"Thus,  hearth  mine!  for  Antenor,  alas! 

1  soon  shall  be  ychang^d,  as  1  ween  ; 
Bui  how  shall  ye  do  in  this  woful  case  ? 
How  shall  your  tender  hearth  thus  sustain  ? 
But,  hearth  mine!  foi^get  this  sorrow'  and  tene 
And  me  also :  for,  sothly  for  to  say. 

So  ye  well  fare,  I  retch*  not  for  to  dcy." ' 
ow  might  it  ever  read  ybecn  or  sung 
The  plaint^  that  she  made  in  her  distress  ? 
1  n'ot,"  but  as  for  me,  my  liiile  tongue. 
If  I  discriven  would  her  heaviness. 
It  should  ymake  her  sorrow  seem^  less 
Than  that  it  was,  and  childishly  deface 
Her  high  complaint,  and  therefore  1  it  pass. 

Pandarus,  which  that  sent  from  Troiius 
Was  to  Crescid',  as  ye  have  heard  devise," 
Tliat  for  the  best  it  was  accorded  thus, 
And  he  full  glad  to  do  him  that  service 
Unto  Crcseid'  in  a  full  secret  wise, 


Mth — quickly.  *  S 
lale.  *  Fine  — end. 
W.    *Reub— can. 


h  — times.  »  Lith  — Hisu«Ee.  *  Twin  — 
'  Kindly— nstuial.  '  Dpy— die.  '  Tene 
"  N*ot— know  not.    "  Dtviie— describe. 
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There  as  she  lav  in  torment  and  in  rage, 

Came  her  to  tell  all  wholly  his  messdge ;  V) 

And  found  that  she  herselven  'gan  to  treat 
Full  piteously,  for  with  her  salt^  tears 
Her  breast  and  face  ibath^  was  full  wet. 
Her  mighty  tresses  of  her  sunnish  hairs 
Unbroiden  hangen  all  about  her  ears, 
Which  gaven  him  very  signal  mattere 
Of  death,  which  that  her  hearth  'gan  desire. 

When  she  him  saw  she  'gan  for  sorrow*  anonvt- 
Her  teary  face  atwixt  her  arm^s  hide, 
For  which  this  Pandare  is  so  woe  begone 
That  in  the  house  he  might  unneth  ^  abide^ 
As  he  that  felt  sorrow  on  every  side. 
For  if  Creseid'  had  erst  complained  sore 
Then  'gan  she  plain  a  thousand  tim^s  more,  56; 

And  in  her  aspre^  plaint^  thus  she  said ; 
"  Pandare,  my  eme,"  of  joy^s  more  than  two 
Was  caus^,  causing  first  to  me  Creseid', 
That  now  transmuted  be  in  cruel  woe, 
WheY  *  shall  I  say  to  you  welcome  or  no, 
That  alderfirst  *  me  brought  unto  service 
Of  love,  alas  !  that  ende£  in  such  wise  ?  574 

"  Endeth  then  love  in  woe  ?  yea,  or  man  lieth, 
And  every  worldly  bliss,  as  thinketh  me ; 
The  end  of  bliss  aye  sorrow  occupieth; 
And  who  so  troweth  not  that  it  so  be, 
Let  him  upon  me  woful  wretch^  see, 
That  myself  hate,  imd  aye  my  birth^  curse, 
Feeling  alway  from  wick  I  go  to  worse.  581 

"  Whoso  me  seeth,  seeth  sorrow  all  atones. 
Pain,  torment,  woe,  and  plaint,  and  eke  distress ; 
Out  of  my  woful  body  harm  there  none  is, 
As  langour,  anguish,  cruel  bitterness. 
Annoy,  smart,  dread,  fiiry,  and  eke  sickness  : 
I  trow  iwis*  from  heaven  teards  rain 
For  pity  of  my  aspre**  and  cruel  pain."  588 

"  O  thou  my  sister  !  full  of  discomfort, 
(Quod  Pandarus)  what  thinkest  thou  to  do  ? 
Why  n'  hast  thou  to  thyselven  some  resport?  ^ 
Why  wilt  thou  thus  thyself,  alas  I  fordo?* 
Leave  all  this  work,  and  take  now  heed^  to 

'  Unneth  —  scarcely.  «  Aspre  —  rough,  sharp.  '  Erne  —  uncle. 
*  Whe'r— whether.  *  Alderfirst— first  of  all.  «  Iwis— of  a  tniih,  I 
believe.  '  Resport— respect ;  one  of  the  poet's  licences.  •  Fonk>- 
destroy. 
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That  t  shall  say,  and  hearken'  of  good  intent 
This  message  ihat  thy  Troilus  ihec  scni."  595 

Turned  her  ihen  Creseid'  a  woe  making 
So  great,  that  il  a  dcaih  was  fur  to  see  : 
"  ^as !  {quod  she)  what  worries  may  ye  bring, 
What  will  my  dear  heart  senden  unto  me, 
Which  that  I  dreadd  nwer  more  to  see? 
WiD  he  have  plaint  or  learns  ete  I  wend  ? 
1  have  enough  if  he  thereafter  send."  toz 

She  was  right  such  to  see  in  her  visdge 
As  is  thai  wight  that  men  on  bier  ybind, 
Her  facrf,  like  of  paradise  th'  im.ige. 
Was  all  ichangM  in  another  kind ; 
The  play,  the  laughter,  men  were  wont  to  find 
In  her,  and  eke  her  joySs  evercach  one, 
Been  fled ;  and  thus  li'th  Creseida  alone.  609 

About  her  eyen  two  a  purple  ring 
Bitrent,'  in  sothfast  '  tokening  of  her  pain, 
That  to  behold  it  was  a  deadly  thing, 
For  which  Pandirui  ne  might  not  restrain 
The  tear^s  from  his  cyf  n  for  to  r.iln  ; 
But  nathflcss,  as  he  best  might,  he  said, 
From  Troilus  these  wordds  to  Crescid.'  616 

.  . IhRliheVTOixId  allow  him  10  come  to  hrr  Ihat  evrnm£, 

lluit  Ibcy  might  "devuf  iotne  remedy  "  tor  theii  sorrow,] 

Great  is  my  woe,  (quod  she,  and  sighdd  sore.) 
As  she  Ihat  feeleth  deadly  sharp  distress. 
But  yet  to  me  his  sorrow'  Is  muchel  more. 
That  love  him  het  than  he  himself  1  guess. 
Alas  !  fur  me  hath  he  such  heaviness  ? 
Can  he  for  me  so  piteously  complain  ? 
Iwis'  iliis  sorrow  doublelh  all  my  pain.  633 

Grievous  to  me,  God  wot,  it  is  to  twin,' 
lod  she)  but  yet  it  hanler  is  to  me 

sec  that  sorrow  which  that  he  is  in. 
For  well  H  ot  I  it  will  my  ban^  be. 
And  die  I  will  in  certain  then  (quod  she  ;) 
But  bid  him  come  ere  Death,  that  thus  me  ihrcateth, 
Drive  out  that  ghost  which  in  mine  heart  ybcateth." 

•  Sothfast— iute.    '  Iwis— in  inilh.    *  Twin 
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\  These  wordds  said,  she  on  her  ann^  two  ^Ji 

Fell  gruff,  and  'gan  to  weepen  piteously. 
(Quod  Pandarus)  "Alas!  why  do  ye  so, 
Since  ye  well  wot  the  time  is  fast^  by 
That  he  shall  come  ?  arise  up  hastily, 
That  he  you  not  beweepen  thus  yfind. 
But  ye  will  have  him  wood  *  out  of  his  mind."      657 
•  •  •  '  •  • 

"  Go,  (quod  Creseid*)  and,  uncle,  tnifly 
I  shall  do  all  my  might  me  to  restrain 
From  weeping  in  his  sight,  and  busily 
Him  for  to  glad  I  shall  do  all  my  pain, 
And  in  my  hearth  seeken  every  vein  : 
If  to  this  sore  there  may  be  founden  salve, 
It  shall  not  lack  certain  on  my  behalve."  644 

Go*th  Pandarus,  and  Troilus  he  sought, 
Till  in  a  temple'  he  found  him  all  alone. 
As  he  that  of  his  life  no  longer  raught,* 
But  to  the  piteous  godd^s  evereachone 
Full  tenderly  he  prayed  and  made  his  moan. 
To  do  him  soon  out  of  this  world  to  pace, 
For  well  he  thought  there  was  no  other  grace.      651 

And,  shortly,  all  the  soth^  '  for  to  say, 
He  was  so  fallen  in  despair  that  day. 
That  utterly  he  shope  *  him  for  to  die  ; 
For  right  thus  was  his  argument  alway. 
He  said  he  n'as  but  lomd,*  welaway  !  • 
For  all  that  cometh,  cometh  by  necessity  : 
Thus  to  be  lome  it  is  my  destiny.  65I 

•  •  ■      •  4»  • 

[Here  follows  a  long  argument  upon  Predestination  ;  which,  at  sud 
a  conjuncture,  and  proceeding  from  a  person  whose  mind  a 
the  time  is  wrought  by  so  stem  a  sorrow,  is  singularly  mis 
applied.  At  the  conclusion,  Pandarus  informs  him  that  One 
seida  expects  him  at  home,  and  that  he  thinks  she  has  "some 
what  in  her  heart's  privity,  which  will  disturb  the  evil  he  s 
sorely  dreads."] 

This  Troilus  answer'd,  and  sighed  sore, 
"  Thou  say'st  right  well,  and  I  will  do  right  so  ;  • 
And  what  him  list  he  said  unto  him  more  : 
And  when  that  it  was  timd  for  to  go, 
Full  pnvily  himself  withouten  mo 
Unto  her  came,  as  he  was  wont  to  done, 
And  how  they  wrought  I  shall  you  tellen  soon.     661 

'  Wood  —  mad,   raving.     •  Raught  —  cared.    •  Sothe  —  truth 
*  Shope— prepared.    *  Lome— lost,  ruined.    •  Welaway— alas. 
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Soth  is,  that  when  they  gonnen  lint  \.o  meet 
So  'fan  the  pain  their  hearths  for  to  twist, 
That  neither  of  them  other  mights  greet, 
Bui  them  in  arm^s  took  and  after  kiss'd  ; 
The  Icss^  woful  of  them  both  ne  wist 
lATic'r  that  he  was,  ne  might  one  word  out  bring, 
As  1  said  erst,  for  woe  and  for  sobbing.  67a 

TTic  woful  tearfs  that  thev  leien  fall 
As  bitter  wcrtfn.  out  of  tear^s  kind,' 
Tot  pain,  as  is  ligne'  alo^s  or  gall ; 
So  bitter  tear^s  wept  not.  ns  I  find. 
The  woful  Myrrha  through  the  bark  and  rind; 
That  in  this  world  there  n'ia  so  hard  a  heart 
Thai  n'old  have  raid  on  their  paints  smart.  679 

But  when  their  woful  weary  ghostfs  twain 
Returned  been  there  as  they  ought  10  dwell. 
And  that  somewhat  to  weaken  'gan  the  paiti 
By  length  of  plaint,  and  ebbcn  'gan  the  well 
Of  their  salt  tear^s,  and  the  heart  unswel! ; 
With  broken  voice,  all  hoarse  for  shright,'  Creseid" 
To  Troilus  these  ilk^  wordds  said  :  6S6 

"  O  Jo«  !  I  die,  and  mercy  thee  beseech ; 
Help,  Troilus  :"  and  therewithal  her  face 
Upon  his  breast  she  laid,  and  lost  her  speech. 
Her  woful  spirit  from  his  proper  place 
Kight  with  ine  word  away  in  point  to  pace  :* 
And  thus  she  li'th  with  hu^s  pale  and  green 
That  whilom  fresh  and  fairest  was  to  seen.  693 

This  Troilus  that  on  her  'gan  behold, 
Cleping*  her  name,  and  she  lay  as  for  dead, 
Withouten  answer,  and  felt  her  limb^  cold. 
Her  eyen  throwen  upward  to  her  head, 
This  sorrowful  man  can  now  no  other  rede,* 
Bol  often  lime  her  cold^  mouth  he  kiss'd  : 
^Vhe^c  him  was  woe,  God  and  himself  it  wist'     700 

He  riscth  up,  and  long  strait  he  her  laid. 

For  sign  of  life  for  aught  he  can  or  may 

Can  he  none  find  in  nothing  of  Creseid', 

For  which  his  song  full  oft  is  Welaway  :  * 

Bui  when  he  saw  that  speechless  she  lay, 

-wil  of  the  nalurr  of  Mars.  »  ligar  ■1o<a— 
It— tliricklng,  ■  In  point  10  pace—rmdy  to 
;.  "  Can  now  no  other  rcdc — ii  wholly  «  « 
;  bu  wrrow  lay.  Cod  and  hlmiell  knew. 
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With  sorrowful  voice,  and  heart  of  bliss  all  bare, 
He  said,  how  she  was  from  this  world  ifare.*       7^ 

So  after  that  he  long  had  her  complained, 
His  handds  wrung,  and  said  what  was  to  say, 
And  with  his  tear^s  salt  her  breast  berain'd, 
He  'gan  those  tear^s  wipen  off  full  drey, 
And  piteously  'gan  for  the  soul^  pray, 
And  said ;  "  O  Lord  !  that  set  art  in  thy  throne, 
Rue  eke  on  me,  for  I  shall  follow*  her  soon."         7U 

She  cold  was,  and  withouten  sentiment,' 
For  aught  he  wot,  for  breath  yet  felt  he  none, 
And  this  was  him  a  pregnant  argument 
That  she  was  forth  out  of  this  world  agone; 
And  when  he  saw  there  was  no  other  won* 
He  *gan  her  limbos  dress  in  such  mannere 
As  men  do  them  that  shall  be  laid  on  bier.  pi 

And  after  this  with  stem  and  cruel  heart 
His  sword  anon  out  of  his  sheath  he  twight,* 
Himself  to  slay,  how  sore  so  that  him  smart. 
So  that  his  soul  her  soul  foUowen  might 
There  as  the  doom  of  Minos  would  it  dight,* 
Sith  Love  and  cruel  Fortune  it  ne  would 
That  in  this  world  he  longer  liven  should.  T^ 

Then  said  he  thus,  fulfilled  of  high  disdain ; 
"  O  cruel  Jove  !  and  thou  Fortune  adverse ! 
This  all  and  some  is,  falsely  have  ye  slain 
Creseid*,  and  sith  ye  may  do  me  no  worse, 
Fie  on  your  might  and  work^s  so  diverse  ! 
Thus  cowardly  ye  shall  me  never  win ; 
There  shall  no  death  me  from  my  lady  twin.*       735 

"  For  I  this  world,  sith  ye  have  slain  her  thus. 
Will  let,'  and  follow*  her  spirit  low  or  high ; 
Shall  never  lover  say  that  Troilus 
Dare  not  for  feard  with  his  lady  die. 
For  certain  I  will  bear  her  company  ; 
But  sith  ye  will  not  suffer*  us  liven  here, 
Yet  suffVeth  that  our  soulds  be  ifere.*  74^ 

"  And  thou,  Cit^  !  in  which  I  live  in  woe, 
And  thou,  Pridm !  and  brethren  all  ifere ! 
And  thou,  my  mother  !  farewell,  for  I  go. 
And  Atropos  !  make  ready  thou  my  bier, 
And  thou,  Creseid^ !    O  sweet  hearth  dear ! 

>  Ifare  —  departed.     •  Sentiment  —  sensation.     ■  Wod  —  way. 

*  Twight  — plucked.    *  Would  it  dight  — where  the  judgment  of 
Minos  should  affix,  or  arrange,  it    •  Twin— separate.    '  Let— leave. 

*  Ifere — in  company. 
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Rnrive  thou  now  my  spirit,"  would  he  say, 
Wilh  aword  at  heart,  all  ready  for  to  dey.  " 

Uut  as  Cod  would  of  swoon  she  then  abraid,' 
And  'gan  to  sigh,  and  "  Troilus  t  f  she  cried  ; 
/jid  he  answcrfd  :  "  Lady  mine,  Creseid' ! 
Ijven  yc  yet?"  and  let  his  sword  down  glide. 
"  Yea.  hCii(t(  mine!   that  thankid  he  Cupid," 
(Quod  she)  and  therewithal  she  sor^  sight,' 
And  he  bcg:in  lo  g)ad  Iter  as  he  might ;  7 

Took  her  in  nnn^s  two,  and  kiss'd  her  tiA, 
And  her  to  glad  he  did  all  his  inlcni, 

ir  which  her  ghost,  that  llickcred  aye  aloft, 
10  her  woful  heart  ag.iin  it  went ; 
But  at  the  last,  as  that  her  cyen  glent' 
.Aside,  anon  she  'gan  his  sword  espy 
As  it  lay  hare,  and  'gan  for  fear  to  cry.  ; 

And  ask^d  him  why  he  had  it  out  draw  ? 
And  Troilus  anon  the  cruise  her  told. 
And  how  himself  therewith  he  would  have  slaw  ;  * 

which  Creseid'  upon  him  'g.m  behold. 
And  'gan  him  in  her  arm^s  fast  to  fold. 
And  said  ;  •'  O  mercy.  Cod  !  lo  which  a  deed  '. 
Alas  \  how  nigh  we  wercn  boih^  dead!  ; 

"Then  if  I  nc  haddi^  spoken,  as  grace  was, 
Ve  would  have  slain  yourself  anon  ?  "  quod  she. 
"  Yea,  doubtjiess."    And  she  nnstver'd  ; "'  Alas ! 
For  by  that  ilk^  Lord  that  madd  me 

1'  olde  a  furlong  way  alive  have  be, 
After  your  death,  to  have  been  crowntJd  t|ueen 
Of  all  the  land  the  sun  on  shtncth  sheen  ;  ^  ; 

*■  But  with  this  selvi*  sword  which  that  here  is 
My  tdf  1  would  have  stain^  (quod  she)  tho,* 
Bui  ho  1  for  we  have  right  enoujih  of  this, 
And  let  us  rise  nnd  strait  10  bcddtf  go. 
And  there  let  us  yspeakcn  of  our  woe. 
For  by  thai  morter^  which  ihni  I  sec  hrenne 
^Know  1  full  wdl  that  day  is  not  far  henne." 
When  they  were  in  their  bed  in  arm<5s  fold. 
Naught  was  it  like  tliose  nighl^s  here  befurn, 
Far  oitcously  each  other  'gan  behold. 
As  the^  that  hadden  all  their  bliss  ilom,* 
fiewaihng  all  the  day  that  they  were  bom, 
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Till  at  the  last  this  woful  wight  Creseid' 

To  Troilus  these  ilk^  wordds  said  :  791 

*'  Lo,  hearth  mine !  well  wot  ye  this,  (quod  she) 
That  if  a  wight  alway  his  woe  complain, 
And  seeketh  not^how  holpen  for  to  be, 
It  n'is  but  folly  and  increase  of  pain  ; 
And  since  that  here  assembled  be  we  twain 
To  finden  bote  *  of  woe  that  we  be  in, 
It  were  all  time  right  soon  for  to  bc^^  798 

"  I  am  a  woman,  as  full  well  ye  wot, 
And  as  I  am  avis^d'  suddenly, 
So  will  I  tell  it  you  while  it  is  hot : 
Me  thinketh  thus,  that  neither  ye  nor  I 
Ought  half  this  woe  to  maken  skilfully,' 
For  there  is  art  enough  for  to  redress 
What  yet  is  'miss,  and  flee  this  heaviness.  805 

"  Soth  is,  the  woe  the  which  that  we  be  in. 
For  aught  I  wot.  for  nothing  ell^s  is 
But  for  the  caus(6  that  we  should  ytwin ;  * 
Consider'd  all  there  is  no  more  amiss  : 
And  what  is  then  a  remedy*  unto  this 
But  that  we  shape  us  soon^  for  to  meet  ? 
This  all  and  some  is,  my  dear  hearth  sweet !       812 

'*  Now  that  I  shall  well  bringen  it  about 
To  come  again  soon  after  that  I  go, 
Thereof  am  I  no  manner  thing  in  doubt. 
For  dred^less*  within  a  week  or  two 
I  shall  be  here  ;  and  that  it  may  be  so 
By  all^  right,  and  that  in  word^s  few, 
I  shall  you  well  a  heap  of  way^s  show ;  819 

"  For  which  I  will  not  maken  long  sermdn. 
For  time  ilost  may  not  recovered  be, 
But  I  will  go  to  my  conclusidn. 
And  to  the  best  in  aught  that  I  can  see ; 
And  for  the  love  of  God  forgive  it  me 
If  1  speak  aught  against  your  hearth  rest. 
For  trudy  I  speak  it  for  the  best ;  826 

"  Making  alway  a  protestatidn, 
That  in  effect  this  thing  that  1  shall  say 
Is  but  to  showen  you  my  motidn 
To  find  unto  our  help  the  best^  way. 
And  taketh  it  no  otherwise  I  pray ; 
For,  finally,  what  so  ye  me  command 
That  win  I  do,  for  that  is  no  demand.  833 

'  Bote — end.    *  Avised—  thought  of,  reflected  upon.    >  Skilfally 
— reasonably.    ^  Ytwin — separate.    ^  Dreddess — doubtless. 
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"Now  hearkeneth  this :  Ye  have  well  undersioo 
My  going  granted  is  by  parliament, 
So  farfonh  that  it  may  not  bu  withstood 
Fur  all  this  world,  as  by  my  judgi^mcnl  \ 
And  sith  there  helpcth  no  avis^ment' 
To  kiien'  ii,  let  it  pass  out  o(  mind, 
And  lei  us  shape  a  better  way  to  find.  8 

"The  solh  is  this;  the  twinning'  of  us  (wain 
Will  us  disease'  and  cruelly  annoy. 
But  bim  behoveth  sometime  haven  pain 
That  scrveth  Love,  if  ibai  he  will  have  joy ; 
And  sith  I  shall  no  farther  out  of  Troy 
Than  I  may  ride  again  on  half  a  morrow, 
*   ought  the  lessd  cause  us  for  to  sorrow :  8 

■'  So  as  1  shall  not  now  be  hid  in  mew,' 
Thai  day  by  day,  mine  own^  hearth  dear  I 
~*    :c  well  ye  wot  that  it  is  now  a  trewe,' 
Ve  shaU  full  well  all  mine  estate  yhear, 
And  ere  that  truce  is  done  1  shall  be  here  ; 
And  thus  havt;  ye  both  Antcnor  iwon 
And  me  also.     Ik  glad  now  if  ye  coa  8 

"And  think  right  thus,  Creseid'  is  now  agone, 
Bui  what  f  she  shall  come  hastily  again." 
"  And  when  ?  alas !  " — "  by  God,  lo,  right  anon, 
Ere  day^  (en,  this  dare  I  safely  sain. 
And  then  as  erst  shall  we  be  bothtf  fain,' 

IS  we  shall  together  ever  dwell. 
That  all  (his  world  ne  migh(  our  blissd  iclL  E 

"  1  see  that  oft  time,  whereas  we  be  now, 
TTiat  for  the  best,  our  counsel  for  lo  hide, 
Ve  speaks  not  with  me  nor  I  with  you 
In  fortifnight,  nc  sec  you  go  ne  ride ; 
And  may  ye  not  ten  day^  then  abide, 
r  mine  hondur,  in  such  an  dveniure? 
s  ye  may,  or  elltfs  lite "  endure.  8 

'  Yc  know  eke  how  (hat  all  my  kin  is  here 
Hut  if  that  only  it  my  father  be. 
And  eke  mine  other  ihing^s  all  iferc," 
And  namely  my  deartf  heart d  ye, 
Whom  that  I  n'olde  leaven  for  to  see  " 


I..etlen — prevent.     '  Twinning— «]•- 
in,     '  Mew— cagt     '  Trrwe  —  truce. 
•  Ifm  — logeiher.    "  N'olde  leuen 
lE  cease  &om  bchol<JJDf . 
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For  all  this  world,  as  wide  as  it  hath  space, 

Or  ell^s  see  I  never  Jove's  face.  875 

"  Why  trowen  ye  my  father  in  this  wise 
Cov^teth  so  to  see  me,  but  for  dread 
Lest  in  this  town  that  folk^s  me  despise 
Because  of  him  for  his  unhappy  deed? 
What  wot  my  father  what  life  that  I  lead  ? 
For  if  he  wist  in  Troy  how  well  I  fare 
Us  needed  for  my  wending'  not  to  care.  882 

"  Ye  see  that  every  day  eke  more  and  more 
Men  treat  of  peace;  and  it  supposed  is 
That  men  the  Queen  Helena  shall  restore, 
And  Greek^s  us  restore  that  is  amiss ; 
So  though  there  ne  were  comfort  none  but  this, 
Thai  men  purposen  peace  on  every  side, 
Ye  may  the  bet  at  ease  of  heart  abide  :  889 

"  For  if  that  it  be  peace,  mine  hearth  dear ! 
The  nature  of  the  peace  must  need^s  drive 
That  men  must  intercommun^n  ifere,* 
And  to  and  fro  eke  ride  and  go  as  blive 
All  day  as  thick  as  bees  fly  from  a  hive. 
And  every  wight  have  liberty  to  bleve  ' 
Where  as  he  list,  the  bet  widiouten  leave.  896 

"  And  though  so  be  that  peace  there  may  be  none, 
Yet  hither,  though  there  never  peace  ne  were, 
I  must  ycome,  for  whither  should  1  gone  ? 
Or  how,  mischance !  should  I  dwellen  there 
Among  those  men  of  armds  ever*  in  fear? 
For  which,  as  wisely  God  my  soul^  rede,* 
I  cannot  see  whereof  ye  shoulden  drede.  9^3 

"  Have  here  another  way,  if  it  so  be 
That  all  this  thing  ne  may  you  not  suffice  : 
My  father,  as  ye  knowen  well  pard^ 
Is  holden  old  and  full  of  covetise, 
And  I  right  now  have  founden  all  the  guise* 
Withouten  net  wherewith  I  shall  him  hent,* 
And  hearkeneth  now  if  that  ye  will  assent  9** 

"  Lo  !  Troilus,  men  say,  that  *  full  hard  'tis 
The  wolfd  full  and  the  wether  whole  to  have; ' 
This  is  to  say,  that  men  full  oft  iwis^ 
Must  spenden  part  the  remnant  for  to  save ; 
For  aye  with  gold  men  may  the  heart  ygrave 

*  Wending  —  going.  •  Intercommunen  ifcre  —  confer  togetlM 
'  Bleve  —  stay.  *  Soule  rede  —  as  surely  God  direct  my  soi 
*  Guise— manner.    «  Hent— catch.     '  Iwi»— <:eitainly. 
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"Ttie  movable  which  I  have  in  this  town 
Unto  my  father  shall  I  take,  and  say, 
That  right  for  trust  and  for  salvation 
It  sent  ts  from  -a  friend  of  his  or  Iway, 
The  which  fricnd^s  do  fervently  hlni  pray 
To  scndcn  ufier  more,  and  that  in  hie,' 
While  lliat  this  town  slant  thus  In  Jeopardy ;         924 

"And  that  shall  be  of  gold  huge  quantity  ; 
Thus  shall  1  say,  but  lest  folk  it  espied, 
This  may  be  sent  by  no  wight  but  by  m  e : 
I  shall  eke  showen  him,  if  peace  betide, 
What  friend^s  that  [  have  on  every  side 
To  du  the  wrath  of  Priamus  to  pace" 
Toward^  him,  a.nd  do  blm  stand  in  grace,  931 

"  So  what  for  one  thing  and  for  other,  sweet ! 
I  shall  hint  so  enchanteti  with  my  saws, 
That  right  in  heaven  his  soul^  shall  he  mete  ;' 
For,  all  Apollo  or  his  clerkds  laws. 
Or  calculing,  availeth  not  three  haws; 
Desire  of  gold  shall  so  his  souM  blend  ' 
That  as  me  list  I  shall  well  make  an  end."  938 

This  Troilu^  with  heart  and  ear^s  spread. 
Heard  all  this  thing  dcvisdd  to  and  fro. 
And  verily  it  seemed  that  he  had 
The  selven  wit,'  but  yet  to  let  her  go 
His  hcnrtd  misforgave  him  cvermo  ; 
But  finally  he  'gan  his  hearth  wrest* 
To  trusten  her,  and  took  it  for  the  beat.  945 

l)ul  nalh^lcss  the  wending'  of  Crcscid', 
For  all  this  world  may  not  out  of  his  mind, 
For  which  full  oft  he  piteousty  her  pmy'd 
That  of  her  best'  he  might  her  true  yfind. 
And  said  her  ;  "  Ccrt^s  if  ye  be  unkind. 
And  but*  ye  come  at  day  set  into  Troy, 
Ne  shall  I  ne'er  have  heai,"  hondr,  ne  joy  :  95; 


I  Priamui  10  pace—to  make  lh«  wmih  of  Pnamiii 
pou  away,  and  rcinilnlc  him  In  fiivout.     *  Mrle  - 
I  —  tillnil.    *  'Hie  xlvm  wit—  ihc  sime  opinion. 
—  compel.    '  WeBdinK--go«na  «w«y.    *Hc«  — prorolir- 
-■-  -      I"  Heal— liealA. 
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^  Tor  all  so  sothe  as  sun  uprist  to-morrow, 
And  God  so  wisely  thou  me  woful  wretch 
To  rest  ybring  out  of  this  cruil  sorrow, 
I  will  my  selven  sley  if  that  ye  dretche ;  * 
But  of  my  death  though  little  be  to  retche,* 
Yet  ere  that  ye  me  causen  so  to  smart. 
Dwell  rather  here  mine  own^  dear  sweet  heart !  95^ 

•  •  •  •  • 

"  I  n'ot  if  peace  shall  ever  more  betide; 
But  peace  or  no,  for  earnest  ne  for  game, 
I  wote,  sith  Calchas  on  the  Greek^s  side 
Hath  onis  been,  and  lost  so  foul  his  name, 
He  dare  no  more  come  here  again  for  shame^ 
For  which  that  we,  for  aught  I  can  espy, 
To  trusten  on  n'is  but  a  fantasy.  966 

•  •  •  •  • 

'<  For  which  with  humble,  true,  and  piteous  heart 
A  thousand  tim^s  mercy  I  you  pray. 
So  rueth  on  mine  asper'  paines  smart, 
And  do  somewhat  as  that  I  shall  you  say, 
And  let  us  steal  away  betwixt  us  tway. 
And  think  that  folly  is  when  man  may  choose 
For  accident  his  substance  for  to  lose.  973 

^*  I  mean^  thus,  that  since  we  may  ere  day 
Well  steal  away,  and  be  together  so. 
What  wit  were  it  to  putten  in  essay 
(In  case  ye  shoulden  to  your  father  go) 
If  that  ye  mighten  come  again  or  no  ? 
Thus  mean  I,  that  it  were  a  great  foil/ 
To  put  that  sikemess^  in  jeopardy.  980 

"  And,  vulgarly  to  speaken  of  substince, 
Of  treasure  may  we  both^  with  us  lead 
Enough  to  live  in  honour  and  pleasdnce 
Until  the  tim^  that  we  shall  be  dead ; 
And  thus  we  may  eschewen  all  this  dread : — 
For  every  other  way  ye  can  record 
My  heart  iwis*  may  therewith  not  accord.  987 

"  And  hardily  •  ne  dreadeth  no  poverte^ 
For  I  have  kin  and  friend^s  ellfe  where, 
That  though  we  comen  in  our  bar^  shirt 
Us  shouldi^  never  lack  ne  gold  ne  gear, 
But  be  hondur^d  while  we  dweltdn  there  : 

'  Dretche — Sax.  delay,  relax.    •  Retche — Sax.  care  for.    '  Aspe 
— sharp,  rough.    *  Sikemets    certainty.    *  Iwis — cnily.    *  Haidil 
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And  go  we'  snon,  for  as  in  mine  iment 

Tbi&  is  ihe  best,  if  [hat  ye  will  aascnt."  994 

Crtseida  with  a.  sigh  right  in  this  wise 
AnswetM  him  ;  "  Iwis,  my  dear  heart  tiue ! 
We  may  well  sieal  away  as  ye  devise, 
And  findeti  such  unthrifty  wayds  new, 

il  afterward  full  sore  it  will  us  rue  ; 
And  bdp  me  God  so  ai  my  mostd  need 
As  causdess  ye  suffer  all  this  drede.  1001 

And  thou.  Simois,  that  as  an  arrow  clear 
Through  Troy  runncst  aye  downward  [o  the  sea, 
Be  witness  of  this  word  thai  said  is  here, 
Th»(  thilktf  day  thai  J  untrud  be 
To  Troilus,  mine  own^  hcarti!  free! ' 
That  thou  return  backward  unto  thy  well,' 
And  1  with  body  and  soul^  sink  to  hell.  lOoS 

"  But  that  ye  speak  away  thus  for  to  go. 
And  letten*  all  your  fricndds,  God  forbid 
For  any  woman  that  ye  shoulden  so  \ 
And  namely,  since  Troy  hath  now  such  need 
Of  help ;  and  eke  of  one  thing  taketh  heed. 
If  this  were  wist,  my  hfe  lay  in  balance 
And  your  hon6ur,  God  shield  us  from  mischance !  101 ; 

And  if  so  be  that  peace  hereafter  take. 
As  all  day  happeth  after  angry  game. 
Why,  Lord  I  the  sorrow'  and  woe  yc  wouldcn  make 
That  ye  ne  durst  comcn  again  for  shame  I 
And  ere  that  ye  jeopirden  so  your  name 
Be  not  too  hasty  in  this  hott^  fare ; 
For  haiiy  man  nc  wanteth  never  care.  1021 

What  trow  ye  the  peopl'  eke  all  about 
Would  of  it  say  i  it  is  lull  light  r'  arede ;  * 
They  wotilden  say,  and  swear  it  oui  of  doubt. 
That  love  ne  drove  you  not  to  do  this  deed, 
But  lust  voluptuous  and  coward  drede  : 
Thus  were  all  lost  iwis,'  mine  hcand  dear  t 
Your  honour,  which  that  now  so  shineth  clear.     1039 

And  also  thinketh  on  my  honesty. 
Thftt  flowYcth  yci,  how  foul  I  should  it  shcnd,* 
And  with  what  lilth  it  spatted  shuuldd  be. 
If  in  this  form  I  shculdi  wiih  you  wend  : ' 
J4or  though  I  liv'd  unto  the  worldi<s  end 

bountiful.    •  Wdl  —  ipriiig.    '  Leticn  —  Imve.  doert. 
—  to  proaaunoe.    *  Iwu — inilced.    *8licnil  —  deitroy. 
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|"f  for  the  love  o 

f  ° '«  us  stealen  p 
^y  heartd  sayetfi  , 

Al'L^,  '"^'■*=y>  God 
f^^s  •'  ye  slay  me  t 

«'"<:«  to  be  true  Iha 

^^        *  * 

'J-  '^^"ula^  cease  of »» 
Jhe  pur^  spin^^t^ee 
Jo  see  you  wp..Ar  ^ 
■And  thaf  r  *^Peii  w 

Vea,  n'ere  it™!!«  «">  '» 
^°  ^me  again  4hTl 

Ofotherdom    /''""a' 
For  ;"!!;l?.'"e  from  vo, 
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•*  For  in  this  world  ihcre  liveth  lady  none. 
If  tlui  ye  were  unmie,  as  God  defend  ! 
Thai  so  bctravM  were  or  woe  begone 
As  I,  ihat  alltf  inuh  in  you  intend ; 
And  doubl^less  if  ihal  1  other  wcen'd' 
I  n'ere  but  dead,  and  tre  ye  cause;  yfind 
For  Goddds  love  so  be  me  naught  unkind."         it 

To  this  answwM  Troilos,  and  said, 
•*  Now  God,  to  whom  there  is  no  cause  awry. 
Me  g!»d,  as  wis'  1  never  to  Crcscid', 
Sith  Ihilk^  day  1  saw  her  ijrst  with  c^c, 
Was  false,  nor  ever  shall  till  thai  1  die  : 
At  ^ort  wordtfs,  well  ye  may  mc  believe  ; 
1  can  no  more ;  it  shall  he  fuund  at  prevc."'       i( 

"Grand  mercy,  good  heart  mine !  iwis,'  (quod  si 
And.  bh»fut  Venus  !  lei  mc  never  slerve* 
Ere  1  Biay  stand  of  pleasancc  in  degree 
,   To  qtuic  him  well  that  so  well  can  deserve; 
And  while  lliftt  God  ray  wit  will  me  conserve 
I  shall  so  do,  so  true  I  have  you  found. 
That  aye  hondur  to  tne-ward  shall  rebound  :        ii 

"  For  truslcth  well  that  your  estate  royal, 
Nor  vain  delight,  nor  only'  worthiness 
Of  you  in  war  or  tourney  marliil, 
Nor  pomp,  array,  nobley,'  or  eke  richcss, 
Nc  maden  me  to  rue  on  your  distress, 
But  moral  virtue,  grounded  upon  tr^lh  ; — 
That  was  the  cause  I  first  had  on  you  nith ;         r< 

"Eke  gentle  heart,  and  manhood  that  ye  had, 
And  that  ye  had  (as  me  thought)  in  despite* 
Evrfry  thing  that  souni5d  into  bad,* 
A»  rudeness,  and  peopUsh'"  appetite. 
And  tlut  your  reason  bridled  your  delight ; 
This  made  aboven  ev'ry  creature 
That  I  was  yours,  and  shall  while  1  may  dure,     i 

And  this  may  length  of  yeanfs  not  fordo, 
■    Kcrcmuable"  Fortune  deface, 
Ilm  Jupiter,  that  of  his  might  may  do" 
The  sorrowful  be  glad,  so  give  us  grace 
£re  night^s  ten  lu  mceten  in  this  place, 


(Which  that  his  soul  ou 

Withouten  more,  out  of 
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Approachen  'gan  the  fa 
That  Jovis  hath  in  dispo* 
And  to  you  angry  Parcae, 
Committeth  to  do  executi 
For  which  Creseida  must 
And  Troilus  shall  dwellen 
Till  Lachesis  his  thread  n 

The  golden  tressdd  Phc 
Thri^s  had  aXL6  with  his  b 
The  snow^s  molt,  and  Zq 
I  brought  again  the  tender 
Since  that  the  son  of  Hec 
Began  to  love  her  first,  fo 
Was  all,  that  she  departei 

Full  ready  was  at  prim< 
Creseid'  unto  the  Greek^s 
For  sorrow*  of  which  she 
As  she  that  ne  wist  what 


V.)    TftOILUS  AND  CRESEWA. 


Was  waiting  on  his  lady 

As  tlic  ihat  was  the  sulhfast  crop  *  and  mi 

Of  all  his  lust  or  joyfo  heretofore  ; 

But  Troilus.  now  farewell  all  thy  joy '. 

"  3f  shall  thou  never  see  her  eft '  in  Troy. 
Soth  is,  that  while  he  bode 
c  'gan  his  woe  full  manJy  for  to  hide, 

Thai  well  unnclh  *  it  seen  was  in  his  cheer, 
the  gattf  there  j>he  should  out  ride 

With  certain  folk  he  hovSd  *  her  t"  abide, 
begone,  al'  would  he  not  him  plain 

That  on  his  horse  unneth  he  sat  for  pain. 


the™ 


•*  Alas  !  (quod  he 
■Why  suffer"  I  it  ? 


'gan  his  hearth  gnaw, 
Wlien  Uiomed  on  horse  'gan  him  to  dress, 
And  said  unto  himself  this  ilk^  saw; 

he)  thus  foul  a  wretchedness 
,1  ?  why  n'ill  I  it  redress  ? 
bet  at  on^s  for  to  die 
Than  evermote  in  languor  thus  to  dric  ? ' 

Why  nlU  I  make  at  anfs  rich  and  poor 
To  have  enough  to  do  ere  that  she  go  ? 
Why  n'ill  1  bring  all  Ttoy  upon  a  roar  ? 
Why  n'ill  I  slay  this  Diomed  also  ? 
-Why  n'ill  1  rather  with  a  man  or  (wo 
Steal  her  away  ?  why  will  I  this  endure  ? 
Why  n'ill  I  helpen  lo  mine  own^  cure  ? " 

But  why  he  n'old^  do  so  fell  a  deed 
That  shall  I  say,  and  why  him  list  it  spare  : 
He  had  in  heart  alway  a  manner  dread 
J.est  that  Creseid',  in  rumour  of  this  fare. 
Should  have  been  slain  :  lo  '.  this  was  all  his  cai 
Atid  ell^  certain,  as  I  say<^d  yore. 
He  had  it  done  wjthoutcn  wordds  more. 
Crcscida,  when  she  ready  was  to  ride, 
?'till  sorrowfully  sigh'd,  and  said  Alas  '. 
But  forih  she  tnust  for  aught  that  may  betide, 
And  forth  she  rude  a  full  sob^rl^  pace : 
rhere  is  no  other  remedy-'  in  this  case  : 
IVhal  wonder  is  though  that  her  sorf  smart 
n  she  forgocth  her  own  sweetd  heart  i 
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This  Troilus  in  guise  of  courtesy, 
With  hawk  on  hand,  and  with  a  hug^  rout 
Of  knight^s,  rode  and  did  her  company, 
Ypassing  all  the  valley  far  without, 
And  farther  would  have  ridden  out  of  doubt 
Full  fain,  and  woe  was  him  to  go  so  soon, 
But  turn  he  must,  and  it  was  eke  so  done.  7^ 

And  right  with  that  was  Antenor  icome 
Out  of  the  Greekds  host,  and  every  wight 
Was  of  him  glad,  and  said  he  was  welcome; 
And  Troilus,  all  n*ere  his  hearth  iiglit. 
He  pained  him  with  all  his  full^  might 
Him  to  withhold  of  weeping  at  the  least, 
And  Antenor  he  kiss'd,  and  made  great  feast      77 

And  therewithal  he  must  his  leave  ytake, 
And  cast  his  eye  upon  her  piteously, 
And  near  he  rode,  his  caus^  for  to  make. 
To  take  her  by  the  hand  all  soberly ; 
And  Lord  I  so  she  'gan  weepen  tenderly, 
And  he  full  soft  and  slyly  *gan  her  say, 
"  Now  hold  your  day,  and  do  me  not  to  dey."*     ^ 

With  that  his  courser  turned  he  about 
With  face  full  pale,  and  unto  Diomed 
No  word  he  spake,  ne  none  of  all  his  rout. 
Of  which  the  son  of  Tydeus  took  heed. 
As  he  that  couth^  mor^  than  the  creed  * 
In  such  a  craft,  and  by  the  rein  her  hent, 
And  Troilus  to  Troy  homeward^s  went  9^ 

This  Diomed,  that  led  her  by  the  bridle. 
When  that  he  saw  the  folk  of  Troy  away. 
Thought,  "  All  my  labour  shall  not  be  on  idle  * 
If  that  I  may,  for  somewhat  shall  I  say, 
For  at  the  worst  it  shorten  may  our  way  ; 
I  have  heard  say  eke  tim^s  twic^  twelve, 
He  is  a  fool  that  will  forget  him  seive."  98 

But  nathdless  this  thought  he  well  enough, 
'^  That  certainly  I  am  abouten  naught 
If  that  I  speak  of  love,  or  make  it  tought,* 
For  doubt<51ess  if  she  have  in  her  thought 
Him  that  I  guess,  he  may  not  be  ibrought 
So  soon  away ;  but  I  shall  find  a  mean  ^ 
That  she  not  yet  weet  shall  what  that  I  mean.^    105 

'  Dey— die.  •  More  than  the  creed — a  proverbial  expression, "  as 
he  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  meaning  of  1  roilus." 
'  On  idle — in  vain.  *  Toughi — tiehl :  I  do  not  perceive  the  appli- 
cation of  the  term  in  this  sense.    ^  Mean — ^medium. 
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This  Diomed,  as  he  that  could  his  good.' 
When  this  was  done  'gan  fallen  forth  in  speech 
Of  this  and  thai,  and  asken  why  »hc  stood 
jch  disease  ? '  and  'gan  her  eke  beseech, 
;  if  that  he  encreasen  might  or  eche  ' 
With  any  thing  her  eas^  thai  she  should 
Command  it  him,  and  aaid  he  do  It  would  :  1 1 1 

For  tni(?ly  he  swore  her  as  a  knight 

tial  tlirrc  n'as  thing  with  which  he  might  her  please 
That  he  n'oldc  do  his  pain  and  all  his  might 
To  do  it.  for  to  do  her  heart  an  ease, 
And  prayed  her  she  would  her  sorrow'  nppcase, 
lAnd  snia;  "  I  wis*  we  Greek^s  can  ha%'e  joy 
To  honour  you  as  well  4S  folk  of  Tray."  119 


"I  « 


t  you  ihinketh  strange 


□  yoi 

For  folk  of  Greece,  which  that  ye  never  knew  ; 
Bui  would)!  never  God,  but  if  as  true 
'A  Greek  ye  should  among  us  all  yfind 
As  »ny  Trojan  is,  and  eke  as  kind.  IK 

And  by  the  cause  I  swore  you,  lo  !  right  now 
To  be  your  friend,  and  help  you  to  my  might, 
And  for  that  more  acquaintance  eke  of  you 
Have  1  had  than  another  stranger  wight. 
So  from  thi«  forth  I  pray  you  day  and  night 
Commandeth  me.  how  sore  so  that  me  smart, 
Tu  do  all  that  may  like  unto  your  heart  :  13 

And  iliat  ye  me  would  as  your  brother  treat, 
And  lxl;cih  not  my  friendship  in  despite; 
And  though  your  sorrows  be  for  thingfs  great. 
Know  1  not  why,  but  out  of  more  respite 
Mine  heart  bath  for  t'  amend  it  great  delight. 
And  if  J  may  your  barmfs  not  redress 
I  am  right  sorry  for  your  heaviness  :  141 

"  For  though  ye  Trojans  with  us  Greck&  wroth 
Have  many"  a  day  been,  alway  yet  nurd^ 
One  god  of  Love  in  soth  we  scrvcn  Doth  ; 
And  for  the  love  of  God,  my  lady  frcc,^ 
■Whom  so  ye  hate  nabc  noi  wroth  with  me. 
For  tni<fly  there  can  no  wight  you  ser\-c 
That  half  so  loth  your  wralh^  would  deserve.        14 

aid  hii  good— knew  hit 


»  Free-bountlfuL 


"■And  wond'retf, 

J)„,        u       °°«■'■" 
A»d  she ''""''« 'hi,  6 
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Her  ftither  hath  her  in  his  arm^s  nome.' 
And  iwtnty  times  he  kiss'd  his  daughter  sweet. 
And  said  ;  "  O  Acsxi  daughter  mine  i  welcome." 
She  said  eke  ahc  was  fain  with  him  to  meet. 
And  stood  fonh  stiil,  mild,  mute,  and  mansuete.' 
But  here  I  leave  her  with  her  father  dwell, 
And  fotth  I  will  of  Troilus  you  telL  196 

To  Troy  is  come  this  woful  Troilus 

)  sorraw  aboven  all  sorrow^  smart. 
With  felon  look  and  with  face  despileous,' 
Then  suddenly  down  from  his  horse  he  start, 
And  through  his  palace  with  a  swollen  heart 
To  chatnber  went  :  of  nothing  took  he  heed, 
"e  none  to  him  dare  speak  one  word  for  drcde.   203 

And  there  his  sorrows  that  he  spared*  had 
He  gave  an  issue  large,  and  "  Death '."  he  cried, 
And  in  his  throw^  frenetic  and  mad 
He  cursclh  love,  Apollo,  and  Cupid, 
He  eurscih  Bacchus,  Ceres,  and  Cyprid,* 
His  birth,  himself,  his  fate,  and  eke  Natdre, 
And,  save  bis  lady,  ev'ry  creilure.  210 

To  bed  he  go'th,  and  wailelh  there  and  tumetb 
In  fury  as  doeth  Inion  in  hdl. 
And  in  this  wise  he  nigh  till  day  sojdumeth, 
Bui  ihen  began  his  bean  alitc*  unswell 
Through  tearis  which  that  gonn^n  up  to  well,' 


"  Where  is  mine  own<!  lady  lefe*  and  dear  ? 
Where  is  her  whil£  breast  ?  where  is  it  f  where? 
Where  be  her  arm^  and  her  eyen  clear 
That  yesterday  this  tim^  with  me  were  i 
Now  may  I  weep  alon^  many  a  tear, 
And  gTAsp  about  1  may,  but  in  this  place 
Save  a  pillow  1  find  naught  to  embrace.  3 

"  How  shall  I  do  ?  when  shall  she  come  again  } 
1  not,  alas  !  Why  let  I  her  so  go  ? 
As  would^  God  I  had  as  then  been  slain ! 
O  hearts  mine,  Crcseid'  I  O  swect^  foe  1 
O  Udy  mine  I  that  I  tove  and  no  mo, 
To  whom  <br  evermore  mine  heart  I  vow, 
Sec  how  I  die ;  yc  n'ill  me  not  rescow  J  1 


Nonie--takeii.    '  MantuMe  — 
'  Lrt*— precious. 
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"  Who  seeth  you  now,  my  right  lodestar? 
Who  sitteth  now  or  stant  in  your  presence  ? 
Who  can  comf<5rten  now  your  hearth  war, 
Now  I  am  gone  ?  whom  give  ye  audience? 
Who  speaketh  for  me  now  in  my  absence  ? 
Alas !  no  wight,  and  that  is  all  my  care, 
For  well  wote  I,  as  ill  as  I  ye  fare. 

•**  How  should  I  thus  ten  day^s  full  endure 
When  I  the  first  night  haven  all  this  tene  ?* 
And  how  shall  she  eke,  sorrowful  creature. 
For  tenderness  how  shall  she  this  sustain 
Such  woe  for  me  ?  O !  piteous,  pale,  and  green, 
Shall  waxen  be  her  fresh  womknly  face 
For  languor  ere  she  turn  unto  this  place."  K4J 

And  when  he  fell  in  any  slumberings 
Anon  begin  he  should^  for  to  groan, 
And  dreamen  of  the  dreadfullest^  things 
That  might  ybe,  as  mete"  he  were  alone 
In  place  horrible,  making  aye  his  moan. 
Or  meten  that  he  was  among^s  all 
His  enemies,  and  in  their  hand^s  falL  252 

And  therewithal  his  body  should^  start, 
And  with  the  start  all  suddenly  awake. 
And  such  a  tremor  feel  about  his  heart, 
That  of  the  fear  his  body  should^  quake. 
And  therewithal  he  should  a  noise  ymake. 
And  seem  as  though  he  should  yfaUen  deep, 
From  high  aloft ;  and  then  he  would^  weep,        259 

And  ru^n  on  himself  so  piteously. 
That  wonder  was  to  hear  his  fantasy  ; 
Another  time  he  shouldd  mightily 
Comfdrt  himself,  and  say  it  was  foil/ 
So  causeless  such  dread  and  woe  to  drie,* 
And  eft^  begin  his  asper  sorrows  new. 
That  every  man  might  on  his  paints  rue.  266 

Who  could  tell  all  aright,  or  full  descrive 
His  woe,  his  plaint,  his  languor,  and  his  pine? 
Not  all  the  men  that  have  or  been  on  live : 
Thou,  Reader,  ma/st  thyself  full  well  devine 
That  such  a  woe  my  wit  Can  not  define ; 
On  idle*  for  to  write  it  should  I  swink 
When  that  my  wit  is  weary  it  to  think.  273 

On  heaicen  yet  the  starr^s  weren  seen, 
Although  full  pale  iwoxen  was  the  moon, 

*  Tene— sorrow.    *  Mete— dream.    '  Drie— endure.    <Elt--asain. 
»  On  idle— in  vain. 
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And  trhiicn  begxn  the  horHion  sheen 

AH  eastward's,  as  it  is  wont  to  done, 

And  Phccbus  with  his  rosy  carti  soon 

*QjiR  aSxtt  that  to  dress '  hixo,  up  to  fare, 

Wh«n  Tro'Jus  hath  sent  after  Pandare.  2 

This  Pandare,  that  of  all  the  day  befom 
Nc  might  have  comen'  Troilus  to  ace. 
Although  thai  he  on  his  head  it  had  sworn, 
For  with  the  King  Priim  all  day  was  he. 
So  thai  it  lay  not  in  his  liberty 
No  where  to  go,  but  on  the  morrowf'  he  went 
To  Troilus,  when  that  he  for  him  sent;  1 

his  heart  he  could'  well  devinc 
That  Troilus  all  night  for  sorrow  woke. 
And  that  he  would^  tell  him  of  his  pine  ; 
This  knew  he  well  enough  withoutcn  book; 
For  which  to  chamber  straight  the  way  he  tool^ 
And  Troilus  then  soberly  he  grct, 
And  on  the  bed  full  soon  he  'gan  him  set  : 

"  My  Pandarus  '.  (quod  Troilus]  the  sorrow 
Which  that  I  drie'  I  may  not  long  endure  ; 
I  trow  I  shall  not  liven  till  to-morrow ; 
For  which  1  would  always  on  iventure,* 
To  thee  deviscn  of  my  sepulture 
Thbforro,  and  of  my  meublc'  thou  dispone 
Right  as  thee  seemeth  best  is  for  to  done  ; 

"  But  of  the  fire  and  Ramb'  funeral 
In  which  my  body  brennen  shall  to  glede,* 
And  of  the  feast  and  playi!s  Palcstral 
At  my  vigfl  I  pray  thee  t.ikc  good  heed 
Thai  that  be  well,  and  offer  Mars  my  steed. 
My  sword,  mine  helm,  and,  lev'  brother  dear  ! 
My  shield  to  Pallas  give,  that  shincth  dear ; 

"  The  powder",  in  which  my  heart  ibum'd,  shall  li 
That  pray  I  thee  thou  take,  and  il 
In  a  vessel,  that  men  clepelh  an  u 

Drra*— p(rpi»rp  to  riie  up. 
^^**  Bjme,     '  Diic— suHiir.     ' 

•  Mnble— c«>ds.  propcnx. 
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■ '  To  Pallai  B'"*  "X  *hleld  thai  shlneth  clew." 
oca 
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Of  gold,  and  to  my  lady  that  I  serve, 

For  love  of  whom  thus  piteously  I  stervc,* 

So  give  it  her,  and  do  me  this  pleasdnce 

To  pray  her  keep  it  for  a  remembrance  :  31) 

"  For  wen  I  feelen  by  my  malady, 
And  by  my  dream^s  now  and  yore  ago, 
All  certaiiJy  that  I  must  need&  die; 
The  owl  eke,  which  that  hight*  Ascalapho, 
Hath  after  me  shriek'd  all  these  night<?s  two  : 
And  god  Mercdry,  now  of  me  woful  wretch 
The  soul^  guide,  and  when  thee  list,  it  fetch."  J?2 

♦•♦♦♦♦ 

[Pandarus  exerts  his  eloquence  to  calm  the  desperate  mind  of  ^ 
friend.     He  bids  him  remember  that  he  is  a  knight ;  that  other 
worthy  men  have  been  sepxaratcd  from  their  lovers,  and  ai^  * 
every  day,  even  for  ever ;  that  many  have  been  doomed  to  the 
grief  of  seeing  themselves  supplanted  in  Io\'e ;  that  all  his  dreans 
are  mere  fontasies,  and  the  result  of  his  melancholy ;  and  faaSif. 
that  after  all  his  sorrowing,  in  ten  days  his  lady  has  promised 
to  return  to  him  ;  he  therefore  concludes : — "] 

"  Rise,  let  us  speak  of  lusty  life  in  Troy 
That  we  have  lea,  and  forth  the  tim^  drive, 
And  eke  of  tim^  coming  us  rejoie, 
That  bringen  shall  our  blissd  now  so  blive,*  * 
And  languor  of  these  twic^  day^s  five 
We  shall  therewith  so  forget  or  oppress, 
That  well  unneth  it  doen  shall  us  duress.^  329 

"  This  town  is  full  of  lord^s  all  about, 
And  truis'  lasteth  all  this  mean^  while ; 
Go  we  playen  us  in  some  lusty  rout, 
To  Sarpedon,  not  hennas  but  a  mile. 
And  thus  thou  shalt  the  tim^  well  beguile. 
And  drive  it  forth  unto  that  blissful  morrow 
That  thou  her  see  that  cause  is  of  thy  sorrow.       336 

>  Sterve — die.    •  Hight — called.   '  Blive— quickly.    *  Do  us  duress 
— that  it  shall  scarcely  prove  a  hardship  to  us.    ^  Truis — truce. 


V.  3x9.  The  owl  eke,  &c.l  Ascalaphus  was  appointed  by  Phito  to 
watch  Proserpine  in  the  Elysian  fields,  and  frustrated  her  return 
with  her  mother,  Ceres,  by  betraying  the  circumstance  of  her  having 
eaten  some  pomegranates  (the  only  obstacle  to  her  release  from  the 
infernal  regions).  For  his  officious  fidelity  to  his  employer,  Proser- 
pine punished  him  by  sprinkling  water  on  his  head,  and  chfingiTig 
nim  into  an  owL 


«?.]    TROILVS  AND  CRESEIDA.  433 

"  Now  rise,  my  Aexti  brother  Troilua  1 
For  cert^  i(  00  honour  is  to  thee 
To  Mxcp,  and  in  Ihy  bed  to  roukcn'  thus, 
For  inicly  of  one  thing  trust  to  me, 
If  ihou  ihu»  lie  a  day,  or  two,  or  three. 
The  folk  will  «vcn  that  thou  for  cowardise 
Thci:  fcigncsl  sick,  and  that  thou  d^ir'st  not  rise."  343 

This  Troilus  answir'd;  "O  brother  dear! 
Thb  knowcn  folk  that  have  isufTred  pain. 
Thai  though  he  weep  and  nwke  sor(d«ful  cheer 
That  fecltlh  harm  and  sman  in  every  vein 
No  wonder  is  ;  and  though  I  ever  plain 
Or  always  weep,  I  am  nothing  to  blame, 
Since  I  h;^vc  lost  the  cause  of  all  ray  game.  350 

•'  But  sithcns  of  fine  force'  I  must  arise, 
I  shall  arise  as  soon  as  e'er  I  may, 
And  God,  to  whom  mine  heart  ]  sacrifice, 
So  send  \\%  hastily  the  tenneth  day. 
For  was  there  never  fowl  so  fain  of  May 
Ai  I  shall  be  when  she  comdth  in  Troy 
Thai  cause  is  of  my  tonnenl  and  my  joy.  357 

"  But  whither  is  thy  rede,'  (quod  TroHus) 
That  wc  may  play  us  best  in  all  this  town?" 
**  By  Cod  my  counsel  is  (quod  Pandarus) 
To  ride  and  play  us  with  King  Sirpedon.* 
So  long  of  thJS  they  speaken  up  and  down 
Till  Troilus  'gan  at  the  last  assent 
To  rise,  and  forth  10  Sarpedon  they  went.  364 

Tlus  Sarpedon,  as  he  thai  honourable 
Was  all  his  live,  and  full  of  high  prowess, 
With  all  that  might  iserv^d  be  on  tabic 
That  dainty  was,  al'  cost  it*  great  richrss, 
(Ic  fed  them  day  by  day,  that  such  noblcss, 
As  saidcn  both  the  most  and  eke  the  least, 
Waa  ne'er  ere  lliat  day  wist  al  any  fcasl :  37 1 

Nor  in  this  worid  there  is  no  instrument 
Dclictous  throujfli  wind  or  touch  on  cord, 
As  far  as  anv  wight  hath  e'er  iwent. 
That  tongue  ictl  or  health  may  record. 
But  at  (hat  feasl  it  was  well  heard  accord; 
Ne'  of  ladies  cite  w  (air  a  company 
On  dance  e'er  then  was  never  seen  with  eye.         37S 
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But  what  availeth  this  to  Troilus, 
That  for  his  sorrow  nothing  of  it  raugfat,^ 
But  ever  in  one '  his  hearth  piteous 
Full  busily  Creseid'  his  lady  sought  ? 
On  her  was  ever  all  that  his  heart  thought, 
Now  this  now  that  so  fast  imagining 
That  gladden  iwis  can  him  no  feasting.  3^5 

These  ladies  eke  that  at  this  feastd  been, 
Since  that  he  saw  his  lady  was  away, 
It  was  his  sorrow  on  them  for  to  seen, 
Or  for  to  hear  on  instrumentds  play  ; 
For  she  that  of  his  heart  beareth  the  key 
Was  absent,  lo !  this  was  his  fantasy, 
That  no  wight  should^  maken  melody :  39- 

Nor  there  n'as'  hour  in  all  the  day  or  night, 
When  he  was  there  as  no  man  might  him  hear, 
That  he  ne  said,  "  O  lovesome  lady  bright ! 
How  have  ye  fardd  since  that  ye  were  mere  ? 
Welcome  iwis,  mine  ownd  lady  dear !" 
But  welaway  !  all  this  n*as  but  a  mase ;  * 
Fortune  his  love  intended  but  to  glase.*  399 

The  letters  eke  that  she  of  o\d€  time 
Had  him  isent  he  would  alone  iread 
A  hundred  sithe*  atwixen  noon  and  prime, 
Refiguring  her  shape  and  womanhead 
Within  his  heart,  and  every  word  and  deed 
That  passed  was  ;  and  thus  he  drove  t*  an  end 
The  fourth^  day,  and  thennds  would  he  wend ;    40^ 

And  saidd,  "  Levd '  brother  Pandanis ! 
Intendest  thou  that  we  shall  here  byleve' 
Till  Sarpedon  will  forth  conveyen  us  ? 
Yet  were  it  fairer  that  we  took  our  leave ; 
For  Goddds  love  let  us  now  soon  at  eve 
Our  leavd  take,  and  homeward  let  us  turn, 
For  trudly  I  will  not  thus  sojdum."  413 

Pandare  answered  ;  "  Be  we  comen  hither 
To  fetchen  fire  and  runnen  home  again  ? 
God  help  me  so  I  can  not  tellen  whither 
We  mighten  gone,  if  I  shall  sothly  sain, 
Where  any  wight  is  of  us  mord  fain  * 
Than  Sarpedon  ;  and  if  we  hennds  hie 
Thus  suddenly  I  hold  it  villainy;  *<>  420 

*  Raught—  caYed.    •  Ever  in  one— steadfastly,  continually.  »  N'as 

•  -was  not.     *  Mase— wild  fancy.     *  Glasc.  (for  glose) — to  flatter. 

•  Sithe — ^times.    '  Leve — dear.    ^  Byleve — take  up  our  stay.  •  Fain 
—pleased,  glad,    w  Villainy— rudeness. 
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"  Sith  that  we  saiden  we  would  byleve* 
With  him  a  week,  and  now  thus  suddenly 
The  fourth^  day  to  take  of  him  our  leave, 
He  would^  wondVen  on  it  tru^ly  : 
Let  us  hold  forth  our  purpose  firmdy, 
And  since  that  ye  behighten  '  him  t'  abide 
Hold  forward  now,  and  after  let  us  ride/'  427 

This  Pandarus  with  muchel  pine  and  woe 
Made  hin\  to  dwell ;  and  at  the  week^s  end 
Of  Sarpedon  they  took  their  leave  to  go, 
And  on  their  way  they  speeden  them  to  wend. 
(Quod  Troilus)  "  Now,  Lord,  me  grac^  send 
That  I  may  finden  at  my  home-coming 
Creseid'  comen,** — and  therewith  'gan  he  sing.      434 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  * 

When  they  unto  the  palace  were  icomen 
Of  Troilus,  they  down  off  horse  alight. 
And  to  the  chamber  their  way  have  they  nomen,' 
And  unto  timd  that  it  'gan  to  night 
They  speaken  of  Creseid*  the  lady  bright. 
And  after  this,  when  that  them  bothd  lest,* 
They  speed  them  from  the  supper  unto  rest.         441 

On  morrow*  as  soon  as  day  began  to  clear 
This  Troilus  'gan  of  his  sleep  t'  abraid,* 
And  to  Panddrus  his  ownd  brother  dear, 
**  For  love  of  God,  full  piteously  he  said. 
As  go  we  see  the  palace  of  Creseid*, 
Fpr  since  we  yet  may  have  no  other  feast, 
So  let  us  see  her  palace  at  the  least ! ''  448 

And  therewithal  his  mein^  for  to  blend* 
Because  he  fond  ^  into  the  town  to  go, 
And  to  Creseida*s  palace  they  gone  wend ; 
But  Lord !  this  silly  Troilus  was  woe. 
Him  thought  his  sorrowful  hearth  burst  a-two, 
For  when  he  saw  her  door<fs  sparred*  all 
Well  nigh  for  sorrow*  adown  he  'gan  to  fall.  455 

Therewith  when  he  was  'ware,  and  'gan  behold 
How  shut  was  every  window  of  the  place, 
As  frost  him  thought  his  heart  began  to  cold, 
For  which  with  changed  deadly  pal^  face 
Withouten  word  he  forth-by  'gan  to  pace, 

'  Bylc\'e — take  up  our  stay.  •  Behighten — promised.  •  Nomen 
-taken.  *  Lest — pleased.  *  Abraid— break  oft*,  awake.  •  Meine 
3  blend — to  blind  his  attendants.  '  Fond— sought.  ^  Sparred  — 
arred. 
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And  as  God  would  he  'gan  so  fast  to  ride  ^ 

That  no  wight  of  his  countenance  espied.  -4^^ 

Then  said  he  thus  ;  "  O  palace  desolate ! 
O  house  of  houses  whilome  best  ydight!* 
O  palace  empty  and  disconsolate ! 
O  thou  lantern,  of  which  queint  ■  is  the  light ! 
O  palace  whileme  day,  that  now  art  night ! 
Well  oughtest  thou  to  fall  and  I  to  die. 
Since  she  is  gone  that  wont  was  us  to  gie.' 

"  O  palace  whilome  crown  of  houses  all ! 
Enlumin^d  with  sun  of  all^  bliss, 
O  ring,  of  which  the  ruby  is  out  fall ! 
O  cause  of  woe  that  cause  hast  been  of  bliss ! 
Yet  since  I  may  no  bet,  fain  would  I  kiss 
Thy  coldd  doords,  durst  I  for  this  rout ;  , 

And  farewell  shrine  of  which  the  saint  is  out ! "    ^— — >^ 

Therewith  he  cast  on  Pandarus  his  eye 
With  changed  face,  and  piteous  to  behold. 
And  when  he  might  his  time  aright  espy. 
Aye  as  he  rode  to  Pandarus  he  told 
His  new^  sorrow,  and  eke  his  joyds  old 
So  piteously,  and  with  so  dead  a  hue, 
That  every  wight  might  on  his  sorrow  rue. 

From  thenn^s  forth  he  rideth  up  and  down, 
And  every  thing  came  him  to  remembrance 
As  he  rode  forth  by  places  of  the  town 
In  which  he  whilome  had  all  his  pleasince  ; 
"  Lo  !  yonder  saw  I  mine  own  lady  dance, 
And  in  that  temple  with  her  eyen  clear 
Me  captive  caught  first  my  right  lady  dear :         49^ 

"  And  yonder  have  I  heard  full  lustily 
My  dear  heart  Creseid'  laugh,  and  yonder  play 
Saw  1  her  onds  eke  full  blissfully, 
And  yonder  on^s  to  me  'gan  she  say, 
*  Now,  good^  sweet !  loveth  me  well  I  pray ; ' 
And  yond  so  goodly  'gan  she  me  behold 
That  to  the  death  my  heart  is  to^  her  hold  :  *         497 

"  And  at  the  comer  in  the  yonder  house 
Heard  I  mine  alderlevcst*  lady  dear 
So  womanly  with  voice'melodious 
Singen  so  well,  so  goodly  and  so  clear, 
That  in  my  soul^  yet  me  think'th  I  hear 

*  Ydight— dressed.    > Queint— quenched.    'Gie— -guide.    *To 
her  hold — held,  bound.    ^  Alderlevest — dearest  above  aU. 
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I  The  blissAiI  sound,  and  in  that  yonder  place 
Uy  lady  first  roe  tcK>k  unto  her  grace." 

And  after  this  he  to  the  gati!s  went 
There  as  CrMcid'  out  rode  a  full  good  pace, 
Aod  up  and  down  there  made  he  many'  a  went,' 
And  to  himself  full  oft  he  said  ;  "Alas  ! 
From  heiiD&  rode  my  bliss  and  my  police  : 
As  would^  blissful  God  now  for  his  Joy 
"  might  her  see  again  com^  to  Troy  ! 

"  And  to  the  yonder  hill  1  'gan  her  guide, 
Alas  1  and  there  1  took  of  her  my  leave, 
And  yond'  I  saw  her  to  ber  father  ride, 
For  sorrow  of  which  my  hearth  shall  to-cleave. 
And  hither  home  1  came  when  i[  was  eve, 
And  here  I  dwell,  out  cast  from  all^  joy, 
And  shall,  till  I  may  see  her  eft '  in  Troy," 

And  of  himself  imaging  he  oft 
To  be  defaited,'  pale,  and  waxen  less 
Than  he  was  wont,  and  that  men  saiden  soft, 
"  What  may  it  be  f  who  can  the  sothd  *  guess 
Why  Troikis  hath  all  this  henvinesa  ?" 
Ana  all  this  n'as  but  his  melincholy. 
That  he  bad  of  himself  such  fantasy. 

Another  time  imaginen  he  would 
That  eviry  wight  that  went  by  the  way 
Had  of  him  ruth,  and  that  they  sainC  should, 
•*  I  am  right  sorry  Troilus  will  dey  : "  ' 
And  thus  he  drove  a  day  yet  forth  or  tuay,* 
As  ye  have  heard  ;  such  life  'gan  he  to  lead    . 
Aa  he  that  stood  bctwixen  hope  and  drede  : ' 

For  which  him  lik^d  in  bis  song^s  shew 
Th'  enchcson '  of  his  woe  as  he  best  might, 
And  made  a  song  of  wordds  but  a  few, 
Somewhat  his  woful  heartd  for  to  light. 
And  when  be  was  from  every  mannas  sight. 
With  softtf  TOiee  he  of  his  lady  dear, 
'  Tbu  absent  was,  'gan  sing  as  yc  may  hear  : 

"  O  Star  \  of  which  I  lost  have  all  llic  light, 
With  hearth  sore  well  ought  1  to  bewail 
That  ever  dark  in  torment,  night  by  night, 
Toward  my  death  with  wind  I  steer  and  sail, 
vFor  which  the  tenneth  night  if  that  1  fail 
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The  guiding  of  thy  beam^  bright  an  hour, 

My  ship  and  me  Charybdis  wiU  devour."  54^ 

This  song^  when  he  thus  sungen  had,  soon 
He  fell  again  into  his  sights  old, 
And  every  night,  as  was  his  wont  to  done, 
He  stood^  the  bright  moond  to  behold. 
And  all  his  sorrow  to  the  moond  told. 
And  said  ;  "  I  wis  *  when  thou  art  hom^  new 
I  shall  be  glad,  if  all  the  wodd  be  true.  553 

'^  I  saw  thine  horn^s  old  eke  by  that  morrow 
When  hennas  rode  my  bright  lady  dear. 
That  cause  is  of  my  torment  and  my  sorrow, 
For  which^,  O  bright  Lucina  the  clear  I 
For  love  of  God  run  fast  about  thy  sphere, 
For  when  thine  hom^  new  'ginnen  to  spring, 
Then  shall  she  come  that  may  my  bliss  ybring.*  5^ 
•  •  •  •  • 

Upon  the  wallas  fast  eke  would  he  walk. 
And  on  the  Greek^s  host  he  would  ysee. 
And  to  himself  right  thus  he  would  ytalk; 
"  Lo  !  yonder  is  mine  ownd  lady  free, 
Or  ell^s  yonder  there  the  tent^  be, 
And  thence  cometh  this  air  that  is  so  sote,* 
That  in  my  soul  I  feel  it  doth  me  bote.'  5^ 

"  And  harddy  *  this  wind  that  more  and  more 
Thus  stound^mele  *  encreaseth  in  my  face 
Is  of  my  lady's  deep^  sights  sore ; 
1  prove  it  thus,  for  in  no  other  space 
Of  all  this  town,  save  only  in  this  place, 
Feel  I  no  wind  that  soundeth  so  like  pain. 
It  saith  *  Alas  !  why  twinned  be  we  twain  ?*"     574 

This  long^  time  he  driveth  forth  right  thus, 
Till  full  passed  was  the  ninths  night. 
And  aye  beside  him  was  this  Pandarus, 
That  busily  did  all^  his  full  might 
Him  to  comfdrt  and  make  his  hearth  hgl^t. 
Giving  him  hope  alway  the  tenths  morrow 
That  she  shall  C9me  and  stinten  all  his  sorrow.    5^^ 

Upon  that  other  side  eke  was  Creseid' 
With  women  few  among  the  Greek^s  strong, 
For  which  full  oft  a-day,  **  Alas  !  she  said. 
That  I  was  bom  !  well  may  mine  hearth  long 
After  my  death,  for  now  live  I  too  long  ; 

*  Iwis  —  surely.    •  Sote  —  s\veet.    '  Doth  me  bote — h«ls  "** 
*  Hardely— certainly.    *  Stoundemde— every  instant 
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"  My  father  n'ill  for  nothing  do  me  grace 

3  Ko  again  for  aught  I  can  him  qucmc,' 
And  if  so  be  diat  I  my  tenn^  pace  • 
My  Troilus,  nlas  !  shall  In  his  heart  deem 
That  I  am  falM,  iind  so  it  mny  well  seem  ; 
Thus  shall  1  have  unthank'  on  every  side; — 
That  I  was  bom  so  welaway'  the  tide  ! 

"  And  if  that  1  me  put  in  jeopardy 
To  steal  away  by  nighi.  and  it  befall 
Thai  I  be  caught  I  shall  be  hold  a  spy, 
Or  dWs,  lo!  this  dread  I  most  of  ail, 
If  in  the  hand^  of  some  wretch  I  fell 
I  n'am  but  lost,  al'  be  mine  hearth  true  : 
"Sow  mighty  God  thou  on  my  sorrow  rue  !" 

Full  pale  iwaxen  was  her  brighltf  face, 
Hw  limb&  lean,  as  she  that  all  the  day 
Stood  when  she  durst,  and  tookdd  on  the  place 
Where  she  was  bom,  and  she  had  dwelled  aye  ; 
And  all  the  night  weeping,  alas  I  she  lay  ; 
And  thus  despaired  out  of  alli!  cure 
She  led  her  life,  this  sorrowful  creature. 

Full  oft  a-day  she  aigh'd  eke  for  distress, 
And  in  herself  she  went  aye  pourtraying 
Of  Troilus  the  greattf  worthiness. 
And  all  his  goodly  wordfs  recording 
Since  first  that  day  her  love  began  to  spring; 
And  thus  she  set  her  woful  heart  afire 
Through  nJmcmbrancc  of  that  she  'gan  desire. 


Have  I  had  often  within  yonder  walWs  ! 
O  Troilus  !  what  dost  thou  now  ?  she  said ; 
Xdrd,  whether  thou  yci  think  upon  Creseid'! 
••  Alas  I  thai  I  n'  had  trowed  on  your  lore,' 
And  went  with  you,  as  ye  me  rede  ere  this,* 
Then  bad  I  now  not  sighfd  half  so  sore  ; 


i-pl« 


'  Term*  pnce — pass  ll 


^^^EvnE^piQuv.  iciMiC    (xicv— pass  VW.    UlllPVI    mj  lAlIf 

Ml.     •  L'nilutnk— ill  will.     •  WckwBjf  Ihe  tide— »Im  the  I 

S~  ir  lore— followed  yuut  advice.    *  Rede  ere  It 

mc 
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Who  might  have  said  that  I  had  doncamisi 

To  steal  away  with  such  one  as  ht  ia  ? 

But  aJl  too  late  cometh  the  lectiiary' 

When  men  the  corse  unto  the  gra\-<  carry.        650 

"  But  nathdless,  bcrtidc  what  may  hctide, 
1  shall  to-morrow'  at  night,  b)-  cast  or  west, 
Out  of  this  host  steal  on  some  manner  iiAe^ 
And  go  with  Troilus  where  as  him  lent' 
This  purpose  will  1  hold,  and  this  Is  best  ( 
No  force'  of  wicked  tongiies  a  Jan^etf, 
For  e'er  on  love  have  wretches  had  tnvf :         (jl 

*'  For  whoso  will  of  every  word  take  bec^ 
Or  rulen  him  by  every  wightfa  wii, 
Ne  shall  he  never  thriven  out  of  lircdc,* 
For  that  that  some  men  blaioen  ever  yet, 
*    other  manner  folk  commcndcu  it; 
for  nic,  for  all  such  variance 
.city  clcpc  I  my  aufRsance.'  ^ 

For  which,  withauien  any  word^s  ma 
To  Troy  I  wol,  as  for  conclusion;" 
But  God  it  wote,  ere  fally  monlh^s  two 
She  was  full  far  from  that  entcntfon. 
For  both^  Troilus  and  Troi^  town 
Shall  knot^less'  throughout  her  health  elidtv 
For  she  woll  take  »  purpose  for  to"  abide  6: 

This  Diomed  of  whom  I  you  tell  'kud. 
Go'th  now  within  himself  aye  arguing, 
With  all  the  sleight"  and  all  that  e'er  he  can, 
How  he  may  best  with  shortest  larrj'ing 
Into  his  net  Crcscida's  hearth  bring ; 
To  this  imeni  he  coulhtf  never  fine ; » 
To  fisheo  her  he  laid  out  hook  and  line.  ' 


H^Etuiii 

OBtS-.     >» 

jAnelini!  u( 
sumsince— 


Bui  naihfless  well  in  his  hcan  he  thought 
Th.Tt  she  was  not  without  a  love  in  Troy, 
"or  never  sithen'*  he  her  thennds  brought, 

le  could  he  see  her  laugh  or  maken  joy ; 

t-  _.:_...  jjp^^  best  her  heart  for  to  accoys" 


K  —  mnUdne.  *  On  kkcip  nuuiDB  tide — one* 
■a  Idl— he  pleoMi.  •  No  (^nc— no  mwiv  • 
,  „  uf  evil  tongues,  'Out  of  dmle  —  out  of  douttt. 
__..]sance— 1  oreounl  fellcily  to  be  my  ciaiie.  ot  aal'  ' 
wl«t  I  undertake.  '  Knolelesa  —  knolless.  wlihout 
•  Slergh^— cuDning.  »  Never  fine— he  could  ne«r  o 
inimiion.     >°  Sllhcn— since     ■>  N'iil,  ne  wlal — kimri 
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•  But  fof  l'  essay,  he  said,  naught  ii  ne  grieveth,' 

ight  essayeth  naught  achicveih."  665 


For,  He  ihat  n 


Yet  said  be  to  himself  upon  a  night, 

Now  am  1  not  a  fool  thai  wot  woll  how 
Her  woe  is  for  love  of  another  wight, 
And  hereupon  to  go  essay  her  now  ? 
I  may  well  wete  it  will  not  be  my  prow,' 
For  wis^  folk  in  bookifs  it  express, 
"  Men  shall  not  woo  a  wight  in  heaviness.'  67: 

"  But  whoso  might  ywinncn  such  a  flow'r 
From  him  for  whom  she  moumeth  night  and  day, 
He  might  well  say  he  were  a  conqueror:" — 
And  right  anon,  as  he  that  bold  was  aye. 
Thought  in  his  heart,  "  Happen  what  happen  may, 
Al'  should  I  die,  I  will  her  hearth  seech,' 
I  shall  no  morf  loscn  but  my  speech."  67s 

This  Diomed,  as  bookds  us  declare, 
Was  in  hb  need^s  prest  and  cquragcous,* 
HViih  sterol  voice,  and  mighty  limWs  square, 
Hardy  and  testivc,'  strong  and  chivalrous, 
dfdeedi^s  like  his  father  Tyd^us  ; 
And  some  men  say  be  was  of  tongiid  large. 
And  heir  be  was  of  Calydon  and  Arge.  68f 

Creseida  mesn '  ywas  of  her  siatiire. 
Thereto  of  shape,  of  face,  and  eke  of  cheer, 
There  mighren  be  no  fairer  creSlure  ; 
And  often  timifs  this  was  her  manncre 
To  go  itrcssdd'  with  her  hairfs  clear 
Sown  by  her  collar,  at  her  back  behind, 
VThicfa  with  a  thread  of  gold  she  would^  bind.      693 

And,  save  her  browi?s  joineden  ifere," 
There  was  no  tack  in  aught  I  can  espien  ; 
Sut  for  to  speakcn  of  ber  eyen  clear, 
Lo  I  trufly  (hey  written  that  her  seyen,» 
That  paradise  stood  farm<^d  in  her  eyen, 
And  with  her  richi  beauty  evermore 
Strove  love  in  her  aye  which  of  them  was  more.    7oe 

She  sober  was,  simple,  and  wise  withal, 
""  C  best  inourish'd'"  ck^  iliat  might  be. 


iglimtti — to  make  the  (rial  will  give  no  pain.    *  My  pmw — 
'  '  Seech — seek.     '  Presi  •nd  cciuimgeom— quick, 

hii  «ni«Tiri»es.     '  Teslire— headstrong. 
^middle.     '  Itraanl —Kalherrd  in   a  liKk. 
herbriiwi  unilnl.  or  Joined  logethei. 
tw.    '^  Inounihcd— educolnl.  tmuGht  u[h 
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And  goodly  of  her  speech  in  general, 

Charitable,  estately,  lusty*/  and  free, 

Ne  nevermore  ne  lacked  her  pity, 

Tender-hearted,  and  sliding  of  courdge  ;*  ^^ 

But  tru^ly  I  cannot  tell  her  age. 

And  Troilus  well  waxen  was  in  height, 
And  complete,  formed  by  proportion 
So  well,  that  Kind  it  naugnt  amenden  might,' 
Young,  fresh,  and  strong,  and  hardy  as  lion. 
And  true  as  steel  in  each  condition. 
One  of  the  best  entetched*  credture 
That  is  or  shall  while  that  the  world  may  dure.  7'4 

And  certainly  in  story  it  is  found 
That  Troilus  was  never  to  no  wight, 
As  in  his  time,  in  no  degree  secdnd 
In  daring  do,^  that  longeth  to  a  knight ; 
Al'^  might  a  giant  passen  him  of  might 
His  heart  aye  with  the  first  and  with  the  best 
Stood  peregal^  tQ  dare  do  what  him  lest*  72t 

But  for  to  tellen  forth  of  Diomed, 
It  fell  that  after  on  the  tenneth  day 
Since  that  Creseid*  out  of  the  city  yede,* 
This  Diomed,  as  fresh  as  branch  in  May, 
Came  to  the  tent^  there  as  Calchas  lay. 
And  fain^d  him  with  Calchas  have  to  done. 
But  what  he  meant  I  shall  you  tellen  soon.  7^ 

Creseida,  at  short  word^s  for  to  tell. 
Welcomed  him,  and  down  him  by  her  set, 
As  he  was  ethe  enough  ^®  to  maken  dwell ; 
And  after  this,  withouten  long^  let," 
The  spices  and  the  wine  men  forth  them  fet," 
And  forth  they  speak  of  this  and  that  ifere," 
As  friende&  do,  of  which  some  shall  3re  hear.        735 

He  'gan  first  fallen  of  the  war  in  speech 
Betwixen  them  and  the  folk  of  Troy  town. 
And  of  th'  assiege  he  'gan  eke  her  beseech 
To  tellen  him  what  was  her  opinidn ; 
From  that  demand  he  so  descendeth  down 
To  asken  her  if  that  her  Strang^  thought** 
The  Greckds  guise  and  workds  that  they  wrought,  74^ 

'Lusty — pleasant.  *  Sliding  of  courage  —  timid.  •Amenden 
might— nature  could  not  amend  it.  *  Entetched — best  endowed. 
*  Daring  (to)  do.  •Al'— although.  '  Peregal.  FY.— «quaL  •Lcrt— 
pleased.  '  Vede  —  departed.  **  Ethe  enoi^  —  easy  enough  to 
detain.  "  Let  —  delay,  hindrance.  "  Fet  —  fetchedU  »  Were  — 
together.  ^*  Strange  thought— if  that  she  thought  the  habits  and 
works  of  the  Greeks  were  strange  to  her. 
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And  why  bei  father  tarrieth  so  long 
To  wcddcn  her  unlo  some  worthy  wight? 
Cresddit,  that  w.ts  in  her  painfs  strong 
For  love  of  Troilus  her  ownd  knight. 
So  birfonh  as  she  conniog'  had  or  might, 
Answtr'd  him  then,  but  as  of  his  intent 
It  sccmfd  that  she  ne  wist  what  he  meant.  74 

Bui  nathflcss  this  ilictf  Diomcd 
"Can  on  himself  assure,'  and  thus  he  said; 
"  If  I  aright  have  taken  on  you  heed, 
Me  thinWcth  thus,  O  lady  mine  Crescid'! 
That  since  1  first  hand  on  your  bridit?  laid. 
When  I  out  cnmc  of  Troyd  by  the  morrow, 
Ne  might  I  never  see  you  but  in  sorrow.  75 

■  I  can  not  say  what  may  the  causrf  be, 
But  if  for  lovi-  of  some  Troiin  it  were, 
The  which  right  sor^  woiila  athinken  me, 
Th«  yc  for  any  wight  that  dwellcth  there 
Shouldcn  ispill  a  quarter  of  a  tear, 
Or  ptteously  your  sclven  10  beguile, 
For  dredfless*  it  is  not  worth  the  while.  76 

"The  folkofTroy.as  who  saith  all  and  some, 
Iq  prison  be,  as  ye  your  selven  see, 
From  thennds  shall  not  one  on  liv^  come 
For  all  the  gold  atwixcn  sun  and  sea  ; 
Trusteth  well  ihis,  and  understandcth  me, 
There  shall  not  one  to  mercy  go  on  live, 

were  he  lord  of  world^s  iwic^  five.  77 

Such  wreak'  on  them,  for  fetching  of  Hdeine, 
There  shall  be  take,  ere  that  wc  hcnnrfs  wend. 
That  Man^  which  that  goddds  be  of  Pain, 
Shall  be  aghast  that  Greek^s  will  them  shcnd  ;* 
And  men  shall  dread  unlo  the  world^s  end 
From  hennfo  forth  to  ravish  any  queen. 
So  cruel  shall  our  wreak  on  them  be  seen.  77 

"  And,  but  if*  Calchas  lead  us  with  amMges, 
That  is  to  say,  with  double  wordtfs  sly. 
Such  as  men  clepcn  a  word  with  two  visages, 
Ye  tbaU  well  knowcn  that  I  do  not  lie, 
Ind  all  ihis  thing  right  see  it  with  your  eye,  ^ 
And  that  anon,  yc  will  not  trow'  how  soon  ; 
}Io«r  taketh  heed,  fur  it  is  fur  to  done.  78 


-wisdom.  •  On  hinnflf  assure — to  gsio  confiilenee. 
douIHIns.  *  Wnak  —  revenge  ^  Shcnil— dcslto)'. 
"  Tro*— believe. 
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"  What !  weenen  ye  that  your  wise  father 
Have  given  Antenor  for  you  anon, 
If  he  nc  wist^  that  the  city  should 
Destroyed  be  ?    Why,  nay  :  so  may  I  gone 
He  knew  full  well  there  shall  not  'scapen  one 
That  Trojan  is,  and  for  the  greats  fear, 
He  durst  not  that  ye  dwelled  longer  there.  7^* 

"  What  will  ye  more,  O  lovesome  lady  dear ! 
Let  Troy  and  Trojans  from  your  hearth  pace ; 
Drive  out  the  bitter  hope,  and  make  good  checr,^""*! 
And  clepe*  again  the  beauty  of  your  face, 
That  ye  with  saltd  tear^s  so  deface, 
For  Troy  is  brought  in  such  a  jeopardy 
That  it  to  save  is  now  no  remedy.  798 

"And  thinketh  well  ye  shall  in  Greek^s  find 
A  love  more  perfect,  ere  that  it  be  night, 
Than  any  Trojan  is,  and  mord  kind, 
And  bet  to  servcn  you  will  do  his  might ; 
And  if  that  ye  vouchsafe,  my  lady  bright ! 
1  will  be  he  to  serven  you  my  selve  ; 
Yea,  lever*  than  be  lord  of  Greeces  twelve.*  &j 

And  with  that  word  he  'gan  to  waxen  red, 
And  in  his  speech  a  little  while  he  quoke, 
And  cast  aside  a  little  with  his  head. 
And  stint  a  while,  and  afterward  he  woke, 
And  soberly  on  her  he  threw  his  look. 
And  said,  "  I  am,  albeit  to  you  no  joy, 
As  gentle' '  a  man  as  any  wight  in  Troy  :  Sii 

"  For  if  my  father  Tydeus,  he  said, 
Iliv^d  had,  then  I  had  been  ere  this 
Of  Calidony*  and  Arge  a  king,  Creseid', 
And  so  hope  1  that  I  shall  yet  iwis,* 
But  he  was  slain,  alas !  the  more  harm  is, 
Unhappily  at  Thebes  all  too  rathe,* 
Polynices  and  many*  a  man  to  scathe.'  819 

"  But  heartd  mine  !  sithe  that  I  am  your  man, 
And  ye  be  the  first  of  whom  1  'seech^  grace. 
To  serven  you  as  heartly  as  I  can. 
And  ever  shall  while  I  to  live  have  space, 
So  that  ere  I  depart  out  of  this  place 
Ye  will  me  granten  that  I  may  to-morrow 
At  better  leisure  tell  you  of  my  sorrow.*  826 


*  Clepe— calL     •  Lever— rather.     •  Gentl< 
indeed.    *  Rathe — early.    •  Scathe— injure. 


-weUbom.    Uwis- 
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What  should  1  tell  his  vrord^s  that  he  said  i 
He  spake  enough  far  one  day  at  the  mest ;  ' 
It  proveth  well  lie  spake  so  that  Creseid' 
Cranttd  on  the  morrow'  al  his  request 
Forthy'  to  speakcn  witli  him  at  the  least. 
So  that  he  n'old^'  speaken  of  such  mattere  j 
And  thus  she  to  him  said,  as  ye  may  hear,  S33 

As  she  that  had  her  heart  on  Troilus 
So  fast  yset  that  none  might  it  aracc,' 
And  strajigfly  she  spake,  and  saidtf  thus  : 
I   **  O  Diomed  '.  I  love  that  ilkd  place 
Where  I  was  bom,  and  Jovis  of  thy  grace 
Deliver'  it  soon  of  all  that  doth  it  care  : 
'   Cod,  iat  thy  might  so  leave  ii  well  to  fare!  840 

"  That  Greekis  would  their  wrath  on  Troy^  wreak, 
If  that  they  might,  1  know  It  well  iwis  ;* 
But  it  shall  naught  befallen  as  ye  speak. 
And  God  toforne  ; '  and  farther  over  this 
1  wot,  my  father  wise  and  ready  is. 
And  that  he  me  hath  bought,  as  ye  me  told, 
>   So  dear  1  am  to  him  the  more  yhold.  847 

*•  That  Grccktfs  be  of  high  condition 
I  vrot  eke  well,  but  certain,  men  shall  find 
A»  worthy  foIW  within  Troy*  town. 
As  conning,'  as  perfect,  and  eke  as  kind. 
As  be  bctwixen  Orcades  and  Ind  ; 
And  that  ye  coulden  well  your  lady  serve 
I  I  trow  eke  well,  her  thank'  for  lo  deserve.  S54 

"  8ui  as  to  speak  of  love,  iwis,  she  said, 
I  had  a  lord  to  whom  I  wedded  was. 
The  whose  mine  heart  was  all  till  that  he  died ; 
And  other  love,  as  help  me  now  Pallas, 
There  In  my  heart  ne  is  ne  never  was  ; 
And  that  yc  be  of  noble'  and  high  kindred 
1  have  well  heard  it  tcUcn  out  of  dredc.'  S61 

"  And  thai  doth  me  to  have  so  great  a  wonder 
That  ^c  will  scomcn  any  woman  so ; 
Eke  bod  WOE  love  and  I  be  fur  asunder; 
I  an)  disposed  bet,  so  may  1  go. 
Unto  my  dvatli  to  plain  and  maken  woe  : 
What  1  shall  after  do  I  cannot  say, 
Bui  inidy  as  yet  me  list  not  play.  868 

IW  —  mon.  *  Forthf  —  ihotfare.  *  N'oMc  —  would  noi. 
■fee.  Fr.  srvito'—leu  »«%y.  '  Iwis — mdwd.  •  G«d  ll^fom^^— 
•  God.  '  (.'turmiiit;  — wiM.  *  lliaak  — good  will  *  Out  of 
b — out  o(  doubt. 
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"  My  heart  is  now  in  tribulatidn, 
And  ye  in  arm^s  busy  day  by  day ; 
Hereafter,  when  ye  wonnen  have  the  town, 
Pardventure  then  so  it  happen  may 
That  when  I  see  that  I  never  ere  sale,* 
Then  will  I  work  that  I  never  ere  wrought ; 
This  word  to  you  enough  sufficen  ought. 


(( 


875 


To-morrow  eke  will  I  speak  with  you  fain, 
So  that  ye  touchen  naught  of  this  mattere, 
And  when  you  list  ye  may  come  here  again ; 
And  ere  ye  go,  thus  much  I  say  you  here, 
As  help  me  PsJlas  with  her  hair^s  clear, 
If  that  I  should  of  any  Greek  have  ruth. 
It  should  ybe  your  selven  by  my  truth. 

"  I  say  not  therefore  that  I  will  you  love, 
Ne  say  not  nay,  but,  in  conclusion, 
I  mean€  well,  by  God  that  sit  above  : " — 
And  therewithal  she  cast  her  eyen  down. 
And  'gan  to  sigh,  and  said,  "  O  Troyd  town ! 
Yet  bid  I  God  in  quiet  and  in  rest 
I  may  thee  see,  or  do  my  hearte  brest"*  "^^ 

But  in  effect,  and  shortly  for  to  say. 
This  Diomed  all  freshly  new  again 
'Gan  pressen  on,  and  fast  her  mercy  pray ; 
And  sifter  this,  the  soth^'  for  to  sain. 
Her  glove  he  took,  of  which  he  was  full  fain,* 
And,  finally,  when  it  was  waxen  eve, 
And  all  was  well,  he  rose  and  took  his  leave.       S^ 

The  bright  Venus  followed  and  aye  taught 
The  way  where  broads  Phoebus  down  alight, 
And  Cytherea  her  car-horse  o'er  raught 
To  whirl  into  the  Lion  if  she  might, 
And  Signifer*  his  candles  showeth  bright, 
When  that  Creseid^  unto  her  bed  went 
Within  her  father's  fair  bright^  lent ;  903 

Returning  in  her  soul  aye  up  and  down 
The  wordds  of  this  sudden  Diomed, 
His  great  estate,  and  peril  of  the  town, 
And  that  she  was  alone,  and  haddd  need 
Of  friendds  help,  and  thus  began  to  drede* 
The  causes  why  (the  sothd  for  to  tell), 
That  she  took  fuUy  purpose  for  to  dwelL  910 

*  Saie— saw.  •  Do  my  hearte  brest— cause  my  heart  to  break, 
burst.  *Sothe— truth.  *  Full  fain— much  pleased.  ^Signifer— 
the  xodiac    *  Drede— dread,  fear. 


882 
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The  morrow  came,  and  ghostly'  for  to  speak, 
This  Diomcd  is  come  unio  Crescid' ; 
And,  shoitly,  Icsl  that  ye  my  laJ^  break,' 
'So  well  he  for  himselfen  spake  and  said 
That  ail  her  sighcs  sore  aaotvii  he  laid ; 
And,  finally,  ihc  sothd  •  for  to  sain, 
He  refi  her  of  the  great'  of  all  her  pain.  917 

And  after  this  the  story  telleth  us 
That  she  unto  him  t;ave  the  fair  bay  steed 
The  which  she  on^  won  of  Troilus, 
And  eke  a  brooch  (and  that  was  liillc  need) 
That  Troilus'  was,  she  gave  this  Diomed, 
And  eke  the  bet  from  sorroV  him  to  relieve. 
She  made  him  wear  a  pcncell*  of  her  sleeve.        914 

1  find  eke  in  the  story  ellft  where, 
When  through  the  body  hurt  was  Diomed 
Of  Troilus,  then  wept  she  many*  a  tear 
When  that  she  sawliis  widS  woundtfs  bleed. 
And  that  she  took  to  kecpen  him  good  heed, 
And  for  to  heal  him  of  his  wound^s  smart : 
Men  say, — 1  not,' — that  she  gave  him  her  heart.  931 

Bui  tru^ly  tlie  story  telleth  us 
There  maden  never  woman  maii  woe 
Than  she  when  that  she  falsed'  Troilus  ; 
She  said  ;  "Alas  \  for  now  is  clean  ago 
My  name  in  truth  of  love  for  evermo, 
For  I  have  falsed  one  the  gcntillest 
That  ever  was,  and  one  the  worthiest.  93S 

"  Alas  !  of  me  unto  the  worlds  end 
Shall  neither  be  iwritien  or  isung 
No  good  word,  for  these  book^s  will  me  shend  ;• 
IroUM  shall  I  be  on  many'  a  tongue. 
Throughout  the  world  my  bell  shall  be  yning, 
Aitd  women  most  will  haten  me  of  all : — 
Alas,  that  such  a  case*  mc  should  befall '.  945 

They  will  say,  in  as  much  as  in  me  is, 
I  have  thorn  done  dishonour,  wclaway  ! 
Al'  be  I  not  the  first  that  did  amiss, 
What  hclpcth  that  to  do  my  blame  away  ? 
But  since  1  see  there  is  no  better  way, 


'  CbouLy—ipltiily.  or,  in  Ihe  spirit  of  truth.  '  Tile  hr=il 
■£  oijr  doiy.  *  Solhe— tmlh.  '  Thu  gieat — he  lelievnj  hr 
■rcn  pan  of  all  her  pain.  ^  Pmcell,  Fr.  fmHonul  ~ 
Uauart.    '  N'ot— know  not.    '  Kalied— wai  tobe  to.    ' 
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And  that  too  late  is  now  for  me  to  rue. 

To  Diomed  I  will  algate  *  be  true.  ^5^ 

"  But  Troilus,  since  I  no  better  may, 
And  since  that  thus  departen  ye  and  I, 
Yet  pray  I  God  so  give  you  right  good  day, 
As  for  the  gentillest  knight  tru^ly 
That  e'er  I  saw  to  serven  faithfully, 
And  best  can  aye  his  lady's  honour  keep," 
(And  with  that  word  she  burst  anon  to  weep.)  ^59 

"  And  cert^s  you  ne  haten  shall  I  never, 
And  friend^s  love  that  shall  ye  have  of  me, 
And  my  good  word,  all  should  I  liven  ever ; 
And  tru^y  I  would  right  sorry  be 
For  to  see  you  in  adversity ; 
And  guiltiless  I  wot  well  I  you  leave  ; 
And  all  shall  pass,  and  thus  take  I  my  leave."         ^^ 

But  tru^ly  how  long  it  was  between 
That  she  forsook  him  for  this  Diomed, 
There  is  no  author  telleth  it  I  ween. 
Take  every  man  now  to  his  bookds  heed. 
He  shall  no  termd  finden  out  of  drede,* 
For  though  that  he  began  to  woo  her  soon, 
Ere  he  her  won  yet  was  there  more  to  done.  973 

Ne  me  ne  list  this  sely  '  woman  chide, 
Farther  than  that  the  story  will  devise ; 
Her  name,  alas !  is  published  so  wide. 
That  for  her  g^ilt  it  ought  enough  suffice ; 
And  if  I  might  excuse  her  in  some  wise, 
For  *  she  so  sorry  was  for  her  untruth,  «^ 

I  wis  *  I  would  excuse  her  yet  for  ruth.  ^ 

This  Troilus,  as  I  before  have  told. 
Thus  driveth  forth  as  well  as  he  hath  might, 
But  often  was  his  hearth  hot  and  cold, 
And  nam^y  that  ilkd  nincth  nieht 
Which  on  the  morrow  she  had  him  behight  • 
To  come  again  ;  God  wot  full  little  rest  « 

Had  he  that  night ;  nothing  to  sleep  him  lest^         9^7 

The  laurel-crowned  Phoebus  with  his  heat 
'Gan  in  his  course,  aye  upward  as  he  went, 
To  warm  of  the  east  sea  the  wavds  wet. 
And  Circus  daughter  sung  with  fresh  intent, 
When  Troilus  his  Pandare  after  sent, 

*  Algate— nevertheless.    •  Out  of  drede— he  will  doabdess  fiit^  *> 
term,  or  precise  time  mentioned.    '  Sely — simple.    *  For— bee****" 
•  Iwis— certainly.    •  Behight— promised.    ' 
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And  OD  the  wallds  of  the  lawn  ihcy  plied,* 

To  look  if  ihey  can  see  aught  of  Creseid',  994 

Till  it  was  noon  they  stooden  for  to  see 
Who  ihat  there  came  j  and  every  manner  wight 
That  came  from  far  they  saiden  it  was  she, 
Till  that  they  coulden  luiowen  him  aright  : 
fjow  was  his  hearth  dull,  now  was  it  light ; 
And  thus  bejaped,'  stooden  for  to  stare 
About  naught  thb  Troilus  and  Pandarc.  looi 

To  Pnndarus  this  Troilus  then  said  ; 
*■  For  aught  I  wot  before  noon  sikcrly  ' 
Into  this  town  ne  cometh  not  Creseid', 
She  hatli  enough  to  doen  hardily' 
To  twinnen'  from  her  father,  so  trow  I  j 
Her  old^  father  will  yet  make  her  dine 
Ere  that  she  go; — God  give  his  hearth  pine  !"*  1008 

Pandare  answ^r'd ;  "  It  may  well  be  ccrtdin, 
And  forthy'  let  us  dine,  I  thee  beseech. 
And  after  noon  then  may'sl  thou  come  again," 
And  home  they  go  wJthouten  mor^  speech. 
And  comen  again  ;  but  long  may  they  seech  * 
Ere  that  they  finden  thai  they  after  gape  ; 
Fortune  ihem  both  ythmketh  for  to  jape*  loi ; 

(Quod  Troilus)  "  I  sec  well  now  that  she 
Is  urrii*d  with  her  old  father  so 
That  ere  she  come  it  will  nigh  even  be. 
Come  forth,  I  wilt  unto  the  gatf  go  ; 
These  porters  be  uneonning '"  cvcrmo, 
And  I  will  do  them  holden  up  the  gate 
A»  naught  nc  were,  although  she  comen  late."     1022 

The  day  go'th  fast,  and  afler  that  came  eve. 
And  yet  came  not  to  Troilus  Creseid' : 
He  looketh  forth  by  hedge,  by  tree,  bv  greve," 
And  far  his  head  over  the  wall  he  laid. 
And  at  the  last  he  lurnM  him,  and  said, 
"  By  God  I  wot  her  meaning  nuw,  Pandarc ; 
Alfloost  iwis  all  new  was  all  my  caie."  10:9 

"  Now  doubt^lcss  this  lady  can  her  good  ;  " 
I  trot  she  cometh  riding  privily ; 
I  cdnunenden  her  wisdom  by  mine  hood  ; 


Dtnd,  soaeht  dlligmtly. 
kIIv.  •  II*rdlly— tCTlamI 
'Fonhy  — iherefc 


inpttl  —  bemocked. 


■t.    "■  L-B«mnini[— Ignonini. 

■my  can  WHS  inikeil  BlinosI  »H  ftbclh. 

I  b«r  adwitac*^ 


Grrve  — BTOve. 
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She  will  not  maken  people  nic^y  * 

Gare  on  her  when  she  cometh,  but  softfly 

By  night  into  the  town  she  thinketh  ride  : — 

And,  dear  brother  !  think  not  long  t*  abide.  '^3^ 

"  We  have  naught  ell^s  for  to  do  iwis ;  • 
And  Pandarus,  now  wilt  thou  trowen  •  me, 
Have  here  my  truth  I  see  her  :  yond'  she  is  :  ^ 

Heave  up  thine  eyen  man  ;  may*st  thou  not  se^  -^ 
Pandare  answered,  "  Nay,  so  may  I  the  ;* 
All  wrong  by  God :  what  sa/st  thou  man,  wherer   -^t^? 
That  I  see  yond'  afar  is  but  a  cart"  xo^j 

"  Alas !  thou  sayest  right  soth,*  (quod  Troilus) 
But  hardily  •  it  is  not  all  for  naught 
That  in  mine  heart  I  now  rejoicd  thus  ; 
It  is  against  some  good  :  I  have  a  thought, 
Know  I  not  how,  but  since  that  I  was  wrought 
Ne  felt  I  such  a  comfort  dare  I  say  : — 
She  cometh  to-night, — my  life  that  durst  I  lay.**  1050 

Pandare  answ^r'd  ;  "  It  may  be  well  enough ; " 
And  held  with  him  of  all  that  e'er  he  said. 
But  in  his  heart  he  thought,  and  soft  he  loug^^ 
And  to  himself  full  soberly  he  said, 
"  From  Haselwood,  where  Jolly  Robin  pl/d. 
Shall  come  all  that  that  thou  abidest  here ; 
Yea,  farewell  all  the  snow  of  fomd  year."  •  1057 

The  warden  of  the  gat^s  'gan  to  call 
The  folk  which  that  without  the  gatds  were, 
And  bad  them  driven  in  their  beastds  all. 
Or  all  the  night  they  must  byleven  •  there  ; 
And  far  within  the  night,  with  many*  a  tear, 
This  Troilus  *gan  homeward  for  to  ride, 
For  well  he  seeth  it  helpeth  not  t*  abide.  1064 

But  nathdless  he  gladded  him  in  this, 
He  thought  he  misaccounted  had  his  day. 
And  said  ;  ^  I  understood  have  all  amiss, 

*  Nicelv  gare  —  curiously  stare.  •  Iwis  —  indeed.  •Trowen— 
►elieve.  *  The— thrive.  *  Soth— true.  •  Hardily — truly.  '  Lougb 
-laughed.    ®  Fome  year — last  year.    •  Byleven — remain. 


V.  1049.  Such  comfort  dare  I  say.]  It  is  not  improbable  thf 
ihakspeare  mav  have  had  our  poet  in  his  mind  when  he  wrote  t) 
rell-known  soliloquy  of  Romeo,  during  his  exile : — 

"My  bosom's  lord  sits  lightly  in  his  throne ; 

And  all  the  day  an  imaccustom'd  spirit 

Lifts  me  above  the  ground  with  cheerful  thouchts." 
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7ar  ttulktf  night  I  last  Crcsf Ida  sale' 
She  said,  *  I  shall  be  here,  if  thai  I  may, 
Ere  that  the  muon,  O  my  dear  heattd  sweet ! 
The  LioD  pass  out  of  this  Aricte : '  1071 

"  For  which  she  may  yet  hold  all  her  behest  :"* 
And  on  the  morrow  to  the  gate  he  went. 
And  up  and  down,  by  west  and  eke  by  east, 
Upon  the  wallas  made  he  many'  a  went ;  * 
But  all  for  naught ;  his  hope  alway  him  blent/ 
For  which  at  night  in  sorrow  and  sights  sore 
He  went  him  home  withoulen  any  more.  1078 

This  hope  all  clean  out  of  his  hcartd  fled. 
He  nc'  hath  whereon  now  longer  for  10  hong, 
But  for  the  pain  him  thought  his  heand  bled, 
5o  were  his  throwds  sharp,  and  wonder  strong ; 
For  when  he  saw  that  she  abode  so  long 
He  nc  wilt  what  he  judgen  of  it  might, 
Since  she  halh  broken  that  she  him  behighl."     1085 

The  third,  the  fourth,  ihc  fifth,  and  the  sixth  day 
After  those  day^s  ten  of  which  1  told, 
Betwixen  hope  and  dread  his  hearth  lay. 
Vet  somewhat  trusting  on  her  hesttfs'oldj 
But  when  he  saw  she  n'olde  her  term^'  hold, 
He  can  now  see  no  other  remedy 
But  for  to  shapen  him  soon  for  to  die.  1093 

Therewith  the  wicked  spirit,  (God  us  bless  !) 
Which  that  men  clepen  the  wood*  Jealousy, 
'Can  in  him  creep  in  all  this  heaviness. 
For  which,  because  he  woulden  soond  die. 
He  nc"  eat  ne  drank  for  his  melancholy. 
And  eke  from  every  company  he  fled  ; 
This  was  the  life  that  all  this  time  he  led.  1099 

He  so  defaiie"  was  that  no  manner  man 
Unnethis'"  him  might  knowen  where  he  went, 
So  was  he  lean  and  thereto  pale  and  wan, 
And  feeble,  that  he  walketh  by  potent. 
And  with  his  ire  he  thus  himselfen  shent ;" 
But  whoso  asked  him  whereof  him  smart, 
He  said  his  harm  was  all  about  his  heart.  i  to6 

Priam  full  oft,  and  eke  his  mother  dear. 
Mis  brethren  and  his  sistrcn,  'gan  him  frain" 
Why  he  so  woful  was  in  all  his  cheer, 

«w.  •  Beh«l  —  promise.  '  Went  —  nini.  •  BIcnl  — 
'  Belilghl  —  pmnilsed.  •  Heslei  —  behcsU.  pnnRltn. 
-Hipobiions.  *  Wuod — mad.  *  DelMtc  — tUlu  BWay. 
9  —  KUoly.    "  Sheot  —  Injurwl,  mined.    "  Fnxia  — 
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And  what  thing  was  the  cause  of  all  his  pain  ? 
But  all  for  naught;  he  n'olde  his  caus^  plain, 
But  said  he  felt  a  grievous  malady 
About  his  heart,  and  fain  he  woufdd  die.  1113 

So  on  a  day  he  lay  him  down  to  sleeps 
And  so  befell  it  that  in  sleep  him  thou^t 
That  in  a  forest  fast  he  walWd  to  weep 
For  love  of  her  that  him  those  pain^  wrought. 
And  up  and  down  as  he  that  forest  sought. 
He  met*  he  saw  a  boar  with  tusk^s  great 
That  slept  against  the  bright  sunnds  heat ;        1120 

And  by  this  boar,  fast  in  her  armds  fold, 
Lay  kissing  aye  his  lady  bright  Creseid*, 
For  sorrow*  of  which,  when  he  it  'gan  behold, 
And  for  despite,  out  of  his  sleep  he  braid,* 
And  loud  he  cried  on  Pandarus,  and  said, 
"  O  Pandarus  !  now  know  I  crop  and  root ;  • 
I  am  but  dead ;  there  is  none  other  boot*        11^7 

"  My  lady  bright,  Creseid*,  hath  me  bctray'd, 
In  whom  I  trusted  most  of  any  wight; 
She  elldswhere  hath  now  her  heart  apaid ;  * 
The  blissful  godd^s  thorough  their  great  might 
Have  in  my  dream  ishowdd  it  full  right : 
Thus  in  my  dream  Creseid'  have  I  l^old ; " 
And  all  this  thing  to  Pandarus  he  told.  1134 

"  O  my  Creseid' !  alas !  what  subtlety. 
What  newd  lust,  what  beauty,  what  science, 
What  wrath  of  just  cause  have  ye  unto  me  ? 
What  guilt  of  me,  what  fell  experience, 
Hath  from  me  reft,  alas  !  thine  Advertence  ?• 

0  trust !  O  faith  !  (quod  he),  O  deep  assurance! 
Who  hath  me  reft  Creseid*,  all  my  pleasance?    n4> 

"  Alas  !  why  let  I  her  from  hennas  go  ? 
For  which  well  nigh  out  of  my  wit  I  braid ;  • 
Who  shall  now  trow  on  any  oathds  mo  ? 
God  wot  I  ween'd,  O  lady  bright  Creseid' ! 
That  every  word  was  gospel  that  ye  said  : 
But  who  may  bet  beguile,  if  that  him  list. 
Than  he  on  whom  men  weenen  best  to  trist  ?     1 148 

"  What  shall  I  do,  my  Pandarus  ?  alas  ! 

1  feelen  now  so  sharp  a  newd  pain. 
Since  that  there  is  no  remed'  in  this  case, 

*  Met— dreamed.  •  Braid — started.  •  Crop  and  root— root  and 
branch.  *  Boot — remedy.  ^  Apaid — bestowed.  •Advertence— 
attention. 


ptduni  cndcsvonn  i 
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Tb«  bet  were  it  I  with  mine  handrfs  twain 
My  sdvcn  slew  than  alway  thus  to  plain, 
For  ilunugh  (he  dc.ith  my  woe  should  have  a 
Where  every  day  with  life  myself  I  shend. 


uybch. 


bvounUy  the  dream,  by  luggesi- 
her  old  (aUier :  and  condiulea  by  n- 
letlci.  as  tbU  will  decide 
wbHlxT  tbecumot.  or  is  UDwUling  to  come. ] 


THE  COPY  OF  THE  LETTER. 

"Right  fresh  flow'r,  whose  I've  aye  been  and  shall 
Wiihouten  part  of  eliiswhere  service, 
With  heart  and  body,  life,  lust,  thought,  and  all, 
I,  woful  wight,  in  every  humble  wise 
Tbitt  tongue  can  tell  or  hearth  may  devise, 
As  oft  as  mailer  occupieth  place, 
Mc  recommend  unto  your  noble  grace.  II62 

"  Liketh  it  you  10  weelcn,'  sweei^  heart  1 
As  ye  wcU  knowcn,  how  long  lime  agonc 
That  yc  me  left  in  asper'  paint's  smart, 
When  that  ye  wcnltn,  of  whicli  yet  boot '  none 
Have  1  none  had,  but  ever  worse  begone 
yrom  day  to  day  am  1,  and  so  must  dwell 
While  it  you  list,  of  weal  and  woe  my  welL' 

"  For  which  to  yoii  with  dreadful  hearth  true 
I  write,  as  he  that  sorrow  driveth  to  write, 
My  woe.  that  every  hour  encreaseth  new. 
Complaining  as  I  dare  or  can  indite  ; 
And  that  defaced  is  that  may  ye  wite' 
The  teariJs  which  that  from  mine  eyen  rain, 
Thaiwoulden  speak  if  thai  they  durst,  and  plain,  1176 

"You  first  beseech  1.  that  your  eyen  clear 
To  look  on  this  defouli^d  ye  not  hold. 
And  o'er  all  this  that  yc  my  lady  dear 
Will  vouchsafcn  this  letter  to  behold. 
And  bv  the  cause  eke  of  my  cards  cold, 
That  sWth  my  wii,  if  aught  amiss  mc  start, 
Forgivclh  it  mc,  mine  own  swectS  heart  I 

"  If  any  ser\-ant  durst  or  ought  of  right 
Upon  his  lady  piteously  complain, 
Then  ween  I  that  I  ought  to  be  that  wight, 
Cansider'd  this,  that  yc  these  monthds  twain 
Have  tarried  where  yc  saiden,  soth  to  sain, 
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But  tenn^  days  ye  would  in  host  soj6um. 
But  in  two  month^s  yet  ye  not  return. 

"  But  for  as  much  as  me  must  needds  like 
All  that  you  list,  I  dare  not  'plainen  more. 
But  humbly  with  sorrdwful  sights  sick, 
You  write  I  mine  unresty  sorrows  sore, 
From  day  to  day  desiring  evermore 
To  knowen  fully,  if  your  will  it  were, 
How  ye  have  far'd  and  done  while  ye  be4here  ; 

'*  The  whose  welfare  and  heal  eke  God 
In  honour  such,  that  upward  in  degree 
It  grow  always,  so  that  it  never  cease  ; 
Right  as  your  heart  aye  can,  my  lady  free,* 
Devise,  I  pray  to  God  so  may  it  be. 
And  grant  it  that  je  soon  upon  me  rue. 
As  wisely'  as  in  all  Tm  to  you  true.  1 204 

"  And  if  you  liketh  knowen  of  the  fare 
Of  me,  whose  woe  there  may  no  wight  descrive, 
I  can  no  more,  but  chest'  of  every  care. 
At  writing  of  this  letter  I'm  on  live, 
All  ready  out  my  woful  ghost  to  drive. 
Which  I  delay  and  hold  him  yet  in  hond^ 
Upon  the  sight  of  matter  of  your  sond.*  1211 

"  Mine  eyen  two,  in  vain  with  which  I  see, 
Of  sorrowful  tear^s  salt  are  waxen  well^ ; 
My  song  in  plaint  of  mine  adversity, 
My  good  in  harm,  mine  ease  eke  waxen  hell  is, 
My  joy  in  woe  :  I  can  say  now  naught  ellfe 
But  turned  is,  for  which  my  life  I  wary,* 
Ev^ry  joy  or  ease  in  his  contrary  :  1218 

"  Which  with  your  coming  home  again  to  Troy 
Ye  may  redress,  and  more  a  thousand  sith,^ 
Than  e'er  I  had  encreasen  in  me  joy  ; 
For  was  there  never  heartd  yet  so  bliA 
To  have  his  life  as  I  shall  be,  as  swith* 
As  I  you  see,  and  though  no  manner  ruth 
Can  moven  you,— yet  thinketh  on  your  truth.     1225 

"  And  if  so  be  my  guilt  hath  death  deserv^ 
Or  if  you  list  no  more  upon  me  see. 
In  guerdon •  yet  of  that  I  have  you  served 
Beseech  I  you,  mine  ownd  lady  free,* 
That  hereupon  you  woulden  write  to  me 

*  Free  — -  bountiful.  «  Wisely  —  surely.  •  Chest  —  reoeptade. 
^  Hold  in  hond — keep  in  suspense.  ^  Sond — mind,  oonsidentioo. 
•  Wary— consume.  ^Sith— times.  •Swith — soon.  *Guiadoo— 
reward. 
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ror  love  of  Jovis,  my  right  lode-star, 

That  death  may  make  an  end  of  all  my  war.        1232 

"If  other  cause  aught  doth  you  for  to  dwell, 
That  with  your  letter  ye  me  recomfdrt, 
For  though  to  me  your  absence  is  a  hell, 
With  patience  I  will  my  woe  comfdrt. 
And  with  your  letter'  of  hope  I  will  disport: 
Now  writeth,  sweet !  and  let  me  thus  not  'plain; 
With  hope  or  death  delivereth  me  from  pain.       1239 

"  Iwis,*  mine  ownd  dear^  heartd  true ! 
I  wot  that  when  ye  next  upon  me  see, 
So  lost  have  I  my  heal  and  eke  my  hue, 
Creseidd  shall  not  conne^  then  knowen  me ; 
I  wis,'  mine  hearths  day,  my  lady  free  ! 
So  thirsteth  aye  mine  heartd  to  behold 
Your  beauty,  that  unneth'  my  life  I  hold.  1246 

"  I  say  no  more,  aP  have  I  for  to  say 
To  you  well  more  than  that  I  tellen  may  ;  * 
But  whether  that  you  do  me  live  or  dey, 
Yet  pray  I  God  so  give  you  right  good  day  : 
And  ^eth  well,  thou  goodly  fair  freshd  May  ! 
As  ye  that  life  or  death  me  may  command, 
And  to  your  truth  aye  I  me  recommand,  1253 

"  With  heald  such,  that  but  ye  given  me 
The  samd  heal  I  shaU  no  heal  yhave  : 
In  you  lieth,  when  you  list  that  it  so  be, 
The  day  in  which  me  clothen  shall  my  grave, 
And  in  you  my  life,  in  you  might  to  save 
Me  from  disease  of  all  my  painds  smart : 
And  fare  now  well,  my  own  dear  sweetd  heart !   1260 

"  U  vostre,  TJ* 

This  letter  forth  was  sent  unto  Creseid', 
Of  which  her  answer  in  effect  was  this  : 
Full  piteously  she  wrote  again,  and  said, 
That  all  so  soond  as  she  might  iwis^ 
She  would  come,  and  amend  that  was  amiss ; 
And,  finally,  she  >*Tote  and  saydd  then 
She  would  ycome,  yea,  but  she  n'ist*  not  when.  1267 

But  in  her  letter  maden  she  such  feastds 
That  wonder  was,  and  swore  she  lov'd  him  best, 
Of  which  he  found  but  bottomless  behestds.^ 

•Iwb — indeed.  •  Conne— be  able.  'Unneth — scarcely.  *  Tellen 
tj— altbough  I  have  more  to  say  than  I  can  tell.  ^  Iwis— oertainlf* 
^Tist,  oe  wist— knew  not.    '  Bdiestes — promises. 
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But,  Troilus,  thou  ma/st  now  east  and  west 
Pipe  in  an  ivy  leaf  if  that  thee  lest :  * 
Thus  go'th  the  world ; — God  shield  us  from  misdiance, 
And  every  wight  that  meaneth  truth  advance !  1274 

^  Encreasen  'gan  the  woe  from  day  to  night 

Of  Troilus  for  tarrying  of  Creseid', 
And  lessen  'gan  his  hope  and  eke  his  might, 
For  which  all  down  he  in  his  bed  him  laid ; 
He  ne  ate,  drank,  ne  slept,  ne  word^  said, 
Imagining  aye  that  she  was  unkind. 
For  which  well  nigh  he  wax^d  out  of  his  mind.  1281 

This  dream,  of  which  I  told  have  eke  befbn, 
May  never  come  out  of  his  remembrance ; 
He  thought  aye  well  he  had  his  lady  lorn,* 
And  that  Jovis  of  his  high  purveyance* 
Him  showed  had  in  sleep' the  signifiance 
Of  her  untruth  and  his  disiventure, 
And  that  the  boar  was  shown  him  in  figike ;      1288 

For  which  he  for  Sibyl  his  sister  sent, 
That  caU^  was  Cassandr'  eke  all  about, 
And  all  his  dream  he  told  her  ere  he  stent,* 
And  her  besought  assoilen^  him  the  doubt 
Of  the  strong  boar  with  all  his  tuskds  stout ; 
And,  finally,  within  a  httle  stound* 
Cassandra  him  'gan  thus  his  dream  expound.     1295 


"  This  ilk^  boar  betokeneth  Diomed, 
Tydeus'  son,  that  down  descended  is 
From  Mele'ager,  that  made  the  boar  to  bleed, 
And  thy  lady,  where  so  she  be  iwis,^ 
This  Diomed  her  heart  hath  and  she  his  : 
Weep  if  thou  wilt  or  leave,  for  out  of  doubt 
This  Diomed  is  in  and  thou  art  out."  iy« 


[According  to  custom  Cassandra  is  disbelieved,  and  Thnhis  aeods 
her  away  in  wrath.] 

Cassandra  goeth ;  and  he  with  cruel  heart 
Forgot  his  woe  for  anger  of  her  speech. 
And  from  his  bed  aU  suddenly  he  start, 

*  Lest  —  choose.  •  Lorn  —  lost.  •  Purreyance  —  provideiiee. 
♦Stent — ceased.  ^ Assoilen— answer.  ^ Stound—time.  'IfriJ— 
in  truth. 
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Aa  though  all  whole  him  bad  imadc  a  lechc,' 
And  day  by  day  he  'gan  enquire  and  seech 
A  »olh '  of  ihib  with  all  his  busy  cure ;  * 
And  ihua  he  driveih  forth  bis  ^vmtiire. 


I    But  nathfless  though  he  'gan  him  despair. 
And  dread  aye  [hat  his  lady  was  untrue, 
Yet  aye  on  her  his  hearth  'gan  repair, 

d,  as  these  lovers  do,  he  soughi  aye  new 

D  get  a^in  Creseida  brighl  of  hue, 

nd  in  his  heart  he  went  her  excusing, 

hat  CaJchas  caused  all  her  tarrying.  1316 

And  often  time  he  was  In  purpose  great 

im  sclven  like  a  pilgrim  to  disguise 
To  see  her  ;  but  he  may  not  counterfeit 
To  be  unknown  of  folk  that  weren  wise, 
Nc  find  excuse  aright  that  may  suffice, 
If  he  among  the  Greek^s  knoivcn  were. 
For  which  he  wept  full  often  manj-'  a  tear.  1313 

To  her  he  wrote  yet  often  time  all  new 
.  uU  piteously,  he  left  it  not  for  sloth. 
Beseeching  her,  siihens*  that  he  was  true. 
That  she  would  come  again  and  hold  her  truth  ; 
For  which  Creseid'  upon  a  day  for  ruth, 
(1  take  it  so)  touching  all  this  ma  11  ere 
Wrote  him  again,  and  said  as  ye  may  hear  : —    1330 

Cupid^s  son,  ensample'  of  goodlihead,' 

0  swqkI  of  knighthood,  source  of  gentleness ! 
How  might  a  wight  in  torment  and  in  drcd^* 
And  healless,'  you  senden  as  yet  gladness? 

1  heaniless,  I  sick,  1  in  distress. 

Since  ye  with  me  nor  I  with  you  may  deal, 

You  neither  send  I  may  ne  heart  ne  heaL  1337 

"Your  letters  fui!  the  paper  all  iplainted' 

Commovtfd  haven  my  hearti!s  piiy ; 

i  have  eke  seen  with  tcar^s  all  dcpaintcd 

Your  letter,  and  how  ye  retjuircn  me 

'*"o  come  again,  which  yet  ne  may  not  be, 
Int  why,  lest  that  this  letter  founden  were, 
lo  mentidn  ne  make  I  now  for  fear.  1344 


fce— phTridan.    'Solh— tnilh.    •  Cui»— aire.    •  Siihms— 
*  CoodQhcad  —  goodnos.    *  Dnde— doubt.    '  Hcalku— 

I.    *  IpIoiDled — comt>laiiiin£. 


lAnd  be  not  wrotli,  1  hav 
|Haw  ye  tie  da  but  boUe 
But  now  no  force  ;'  I  ca 

But  all^  tnitli  and  all^  gi 

■■Giiin:n  1  ivill,  but  yc 
1  stand  as  now,  thai  wha 
That  this  shall  be,  that  c 
But  in  cITect  I  pray  you  : 
Of  your  good  word  and  o 
For  IruSly  while  that  my 
As  for  a  friend  ye  may  in 

"  Yet  pray  I  you  on  evi 
That  it  is  short  which  thi 
I  dare  not  where  1  am  wi 
Ne  never  yet  ne  could  I  i 
Eke  great  effect  men  writ' 
Th'  intent  is  aU,  and  not  t 
And  faretb  well ;  God  hat 


This  Troilus  thought  th 
When  be  it  saw,  and  sorrt 
Him  thought  it  like  a  kale 
But,  finally,  he  fiill  ne  trov 
That  she  ne  would  him  ho 
For  with  full  evil  will  hsi  I 
That  lovcth  well,  in  sucb  ca 

But  nathdlesi  men  say  t 
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-^nd,  finally,  he  wot  now  out  of  doubt 

That  all  is  lost  that  he  hath  been  about  1386 

Stood  on  a  day  in  his  melancholy 
This  Troilus,  and  in  suspectidn 
Of  her  for  whom  he  weened  for  to  die, 
And  so  befeU  that  throughout  Troyd  town. 
As  was  the  guise,*  ibome  was  up  and  down 
A  manner  coat  armdur,  as  saith  the  story, 
Before  Deiphobe,  in  sign  of  his  victdry ;  1393 

The  whichd  coat,  as  telleth  Lollius, 
Deiphobe  it  had  yrent  from  Diomed 
The  samd  day ;  and  when  this  Troilus 
It  saw  he  'gan  to  taken  of  it  heed, 
Avising  of  the  length  and  of  the  brede,' 
And  all  the  work,  but  as  he  'gan  behold. 
Full  suddenly  his  heart  began  to  cold,  1400 

As  he  that  on  the  collar  found  within 
A  brooch  that  he  Creseida  gave  at  morrow 
That  she  from  Troyd  town  must  needds  twin,* 
In  rdmembrance  of  him  and  of  his  sorrow, 
And  she  him  laid  again  her  faith  to  borrow^ 
To  keep  it  aye ;  but  now  full  well  he  wist 
His  laay  was  no  longer  on  to  trist  1407 

He  goeth  him  home,  and  'gan  full  soond  send 
For  Pandarus,  and  all  this  newd  chance 
And  of  this  brooch  he  told  him  orde  and  end, 
Complaining  of  her  heartds  variance. 
His  longd  love,  his  truth,  and  his  pendnce  ; 
And  after  Death,  withouten  wordds  more. 
Full  fast  he  cried,  his  rest  him  to  restore.  141 4 

Then  spake  he  thus  ;  "  O  lady  mine,  Creseid* ! 
Where  is  your  faith,  and  where  is  your  behest  ?  * 
Where  is  your  love  ?  where  is  your  truth  ?  he  said; 
Of  Diomed  have  ye  now  all  this  feast  ? 
Alas  !  I  would  have  trowdd^  at  the  least 
That  since  ye  n'old  in  truthd  to  me  stand, 
That  ye  thus  n'old  have  holden  me  in  hand.''       142 1 

"Who  shall  now  trowen'  on  any  oathds  mo? 
Alas  !  I  never  would  have  ween'd  ere  this 
That  ye,  Creseida,  could  have  changdd  so, 

>  Guise— cnstoin.    *  Brede— breadth.    *  Twin— depart.    ^  Faith 
bonow — -pledged  her  faith.    *  Behest — promise.    •Trowed  — 
Ueved.    '  Holden  in  hand — that  ye  would  have  held  me  thus 
fitlj.    *  TrowvB— believe. 
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Ne  but  I  had  aguilt^  and  done  amiss : 

So  cruel  ween'd  I  not  your  heart  iwis 

To  slay  me  thus  ;  alas !  your  name  of  truth         ^^ 

Is  now  fordone,  and  that  is  all  my  ruth.  U^^ 

"  Was  there  none  other  brooch  you  list  to  let 
To  feff<^'  with  your  new^  love,  (quod  he) 
But  thilk^  brooch  that  I  with  tear^  wet 
You  gave  as  for  a  remembrance  of  me  ? — 
None  other  cause,  alas  !  ne  hadden  ye 
But  for  despite,  and  eke  for  that  ye  meant 
All  utterly  to  showen  your  intent :  1435 

''  Through  which  I  see  that  clean  out  of  your  mind 
Ye  have  me  cast,  and  1  ne  can  nor  may 
For  all  this  world  within  mine  hearth  mid 
To*  unloven  you  a  quarter  of  a  day. — 
In  cursed  time  I  born  was,  welaway  ! 
That  you  that  done  me  all  this  woe  endure. 
Yet  love  I  best  of  any  credture.  1443 

"Now  God  (quod  he)  me  senden  yet  the  grace 
That  I  may  meeten  with  this  Diomed, 
And  trudy  if  I  have  might  and  space, 
Yet  shaU  I  make  I  hope,  his  sidds  bleed : 
Now  God  (quod  he)  that  oughtest  taken  heed 
To  furthren  truth,  and  wrongds  to  punfce. 
Why  n'ilt  thou  do  a  vengeance  of  this  vice  ?        1449 

''  O  Pandarus  !  that  in  dreamds  for  to  trist 
Me  blamed  hast,  and  wont  art  oft  upbraid. 
Now  may*st  thou  see  thyself,  if  that  thee  list. 
How  true  is  now  thy  niec^  bright  Creseid' : — 
In  sundry  formds,  (God  it  wot)  he  said, 
The  godd^s  showen  bothd  joy  and  teen* 
In  sleep,  and  by  my  dream  it  is  now  seen.  1456 

"  And  certainly,  withouten  mor^  speech. 
From  hennds  forth,  as  farforth  as  I  may. 
Mine  own^  death  in  arm^s  will  I  seech, 
I  ne  reckd  not  how  soon^  be  the  day ; 
But  trudly,  Creseida,  sweetd  May  ! 
Whom  I  have  aye  with  all  my  might  i served. 
That  ye  thus  done  I  have  it  not  deserv^**         1463 

This  Pandarus,  that  all  these  thing^s  heard. 
And  wist  weU  that  he  said  a  soth^  of  this, 
He  not  a  word  again  to  him  answ^r^d 
For  sorry  of  his  friend^s  sorrow*  he  is, 
And  shamed  for  his  niece  hath  done  amiss, 

1  Ne  but  I  had  aguilt— even  had  I  been  guilty.    *  Fefie  (fromyd^) 
—present.    •  Teen— sorrow.    *  Soth— truth. 
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Lnd  fttani  astonicd  of  these  causes  tway 
And  still  as  sionc  ;  one  word  ne  could  he  say.    i, 

J  the  last  thus  he  ysptake  and  said  : 
'•My  brother  dear!     I  may  do  thee  no  more; 
What  should  1  say?    I  hate  iwis'  Creseid', 
And  God  it  wot  1  will  hate  her  e'er-more ; 
And  ihal  thou  me  bcsoughtesl  do  of  yore, 
IHaring  unto  mine  honour  ne  my  rest 
Right  no  regard,  1  did  all  that  thee  lest.'  i. 

"  If  I  did  aught  which  that  might  liken  thee 
It  is  me  lefc,'  and  of  this  treason  now 
Cod  wol  that  it  a  sorrow  is  to  me, 
And  drcd^css,'  for  hearths  case  of  you, 
Bight  fain  I  would  amend  it  wist  1  haw  ; — 
And  from  this  world  Almighty  God  1  pray. 
Deliver  her  soon  !     1  can  no  mor^  say."  i 

Great  was  the  woe  and  plaint  of  Troilui, 
But  forth  her  course  Fortanc  aye  'gan  to  hold, 
Creseid'  loveth  the  son  of  Tydcus, 
And  Troilus  must  weep  in  cards  cold  : 
Such  is  this  world,  who  so  it  can  behold  ; 
'  In  each  estate  is  little  hearties  rest : 
Cod  len^  us'  to  take  it  for  the  best !  I 

In  many  cruel  battle,  out  of  drede. 
Of  Troilus  this  ilk<<  noble  knight 
>(Ai  men  may  in  these  oldf  book&  read) 
Was  seen  his  knighthood  and  his  great^  might. 
And  drcd<?lC3s  his  ir^  day  and  night 
Full  cruelly  the  Grcek^s  aye  abought. 
And  alway  most  this  Diomed  he  soughL  J 

And  often  times  I  findd  that  they  met 
With  bloody  strokes  and  with  word^s  great, 
£ssaying  how  their  spcarifs  wcren  whet ;" 
And  God  it  wot  with  many'  a  cruel  heat 
'G«n  Troilus  upon  his  helm  to  beat ; 
But  nath^ess  FonHne  it  naught  ne  would 
Of  cithers  hand  that  either  dyen  should. 

The  wrath,  as  I  began  you  for  to  say. 
Of  Troilus  the  Greekiis  boughten  dear. 
For  thousandths  his  hand^  maden  dey. 
As  he  that  was  withouicn  any  peer. 
Save  in  his  lime  Hcciiir,  as  I  can  hear  ; 

I  irulh.     '  Lest— wlihfd.     '  Mc  lefc— il  is  a  joy  ti 
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And,  for'  there  is  so  great  diversity 
tn  English,  and  in  writing  of  our  tongue, 
~D  pray  I  God  that  none  miswritd  thee, 

fe  ihcc  miss-metre  for  default  of  tongue  ; 
And  read  where  so  thou  be,  or  clWs  sung, 
That  thou  be  understood,  God  1  beseech; 
Sul  yet  to  purpose  of  my  rather'  speech. 

'  For — because.    '  Ralher— fotmer. 
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THISBE  OF  BABYLON.  48; 

And  lhu5  by  rfport  was  their  name  ishove,' 

Thai  as  they  wax'd  in  age  so  wax'd  their  love  ; 

And  certain,  as  by  reason  of  their  age. 

There  might  have  been  betvrixt  them  marriage, 

Bui  ihat  their  fathers  would  it  not  assent ;  25 

And  they  in  love  ylike  sore  boih^  brent* 

That  none  of  all  their  fri  en  d^s  might  it  let;* 

But  privily  sometimes  yet  they  met 

By  slnght.*  and  spaken  some  of  their  desire  : 

A^  wrie  the  glede'  and  hotter  is  the  fire ; —  30 

Forbid  a  love  and  'tis  ten  times  so  wood." 

This  wall  which  that  betwixt  them  both  ystood 
Was  clov'n  a-two  right  from  the  top  adown 
Of  old^  time  of  his  foundatidn, 
Bat  yet  ibis  chftf  was  so  narrow  and  hie'  35 

It  was  not  aceni*,  (dear  enough  a  mite) 
But  what  is  that  thai  love  cannot  espy  ? 
Ye  lovers  two,  if  that  I  shdU  not  lie, 
Yc  founden  first  this  little  narrow  clift, 
And  with  a  sound  as  soft  as  any  shrift'  40 

They  let  their  wordfa  through  the  cliftrf  pace,' 
And  tolden,  while  that  they  stooden  in  tlie  place, 
All  their  complaint  of  love  and  all  their  woe, 
At  every  timd  when  they  durslen  so. 

Upon  that  one  side  of  the  wall  stood  he,  45 

And  on  (hat  other  sid^  stood  Thisbe, 
The  swccti  sound  of  other  to  receive. 
And  thus  their  wardens  woulden  they  deceive. 
And  every  day  this  wait  they  woulden  threat, 
And  wish  to  God  that  it  were  down  ibeat:  50 

Thus  would  they  say,  "Alas !  thou  wicked  wall. 
Thorough  thine  envy  thou  us  leitest'  all ; 
Why  n'ilt"  thou  cleave  or  fallen  all  a-Iwo? 
Or  ai  the  leasts,  but  thou  wouldest  so. 
Vet  wouldest  thou  but  on^s  let  us  meet,  55 

Or  on^s  Ihat  we  mighten  kissen  sweet. 
Then  were  we  curM  of  our  cartfs  cold ; 
But  nath^ess  yet  be  we  to  thee  hold." 
In  as  much  as  thou  sulf'rcst  for  to  gone 
Our  word^  through  ihy  lime  and  eke  thy  stone,  60 
Yet  oughicn  we  with  thee  he  well  apaid," 

And  when  these  idle  wordtfs  wercn  said. 
The  coidd  wall  they  woulden  kiss  of  stone, 

id  take  their  leave,  and  forth  they  woulden  gone. 


Wrie  the  gledc— o 
•  Shrift — confesiion.    -  met — p 
Hold — beholdctu    "  Apnid — nliifieil. 
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And  this  was  gladly  in  the  eventide,  ^ 

Or  wonder  early,  lest  men  it  espied : 

And  long^  time  they  wrought  in  this  niann6iey 

Till  on  a  day,  when  Phoebus  'gan  to  dear, 

Aurora  with  the  stream^s  of  her  heat  q 

Had  drydd  up  the  dew  of  herb^s  wet,  ' 

Unto  this  cUft,  as  it  was  wont  to  be, 

Came  Pyramus,  and  after  came  Thisbe, 

And  plighten  truth  right  ftilly  in  their  feie,* 

That  ilk^  sam^  night  to  steal  away. 

And  to  beguile  their  wardens  evereachone. 

And  forth  out  of  the  city  for  to  gone. 

And,  for'  the  field^s  been  so  broad  and  wide, 

For  to  meet  in  one  place  at  one  tide* 

They  setten  marks  there*  meeting^s  should  bc^ 

Where  King  Ninus  was  graven*  under  a  tree, 

For  old^  Paynims,*  that  idoll^s  heried,' 

Useden  then  in  fieldds  to  be  buried ; 

And  fast^  by  his  gravd  was  a  well ; 

And  shortly  of  this  tal^  for  to  tell, 

This  covenant  was  affirmed  wonder  fast, 

And  long  them  thoughten  that  the  sunn^  last, 

That  it  n*ere  gone  under  the  sea  adown. 

This  Thisbe  hath  so  great  affectidn. 
And  so  great  liking  Pyramus  to  see, 
That  when  she  saw  her  tim^  might  ybe. 
At  night  she  stole  away  full  privily. 
With  her  face  ywimpled*  full  subtilly. 
For  all  her  friendds  (for  to  save  her  truth) 
She  hath  forsak'n*,  alas  !  and  that  is  ruA, 
That  ever  woman  would  ybe  so  true 
To  trusten  man  but  she  the  bet  him  knew; 
And  to  the  tree  she  go*th  a  full  good  pace. 
For  love  made  her  so  hardy  in  this  case. 
And  by  the  well  adown  she  'gan  her  dress,*    \ 
Alas  !  then  cometh  a  wild  lioness 
Out  of  the  wood,  wi thou  ten  more  arest,*<* 
With  bloody  mouth  of  strangling  of  a  beast. 
To  drinken  pf  the  well  there*  as  she  sat ; 
And  when  that  Thisbe  had  espied  that, 
She  rist  her  up  with  a  full  dreary  heart,  lo 

And  in  a  cave  with  dreadful"  foot  she  start ; 
For  by  the  moon  she  saw  it  well  withal. 
And  as  she  ran  her  wimple"  let  she  fall, 

»Faie— faith.  «  For— because.  'Tide— time.  *  There— where. 
»  Graven  — buried.  «  Paynims  —  pagans.  '  Heried— worshipped. 
11  l^^'^Pjej^  T  ^^^^'^'  '  ^'■^^  -  «»«  herself:  >•  Arest  —  d^ 
"Dreadful-fearful.    "  Wimple— neckerchicC  ^ 
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And  look  no  heed,  so  sore  she  wa 
glad  for  [hat  she  was 


P<?.d;' 
And  thus  she  sat  and  lurketh  wonder  slil!. 
V'hcn  that  this  lioness  hath  diunk  her  tilt, 
Abouicn  the  well  'gan  she  for  [o  wind, 
And  right  anon  the  wimple  'gan  she  tind. 
And  with  her  bloody  mouth  it  all  to-rent ; 
Mlien  this  was  done  do  longer  she  ne  stent, 
But  to  the  wood  her  way  then  hath  she  nome.' 

And  at  the  last  this  Pyramus  is  come  : — 
Bui  all  too  long,  aJas  \  at  home  was  he ; 
The  moon^  shone,  men  mighlen  well  isee ; 
And  in  his  way,  as  that  he  came  full  fast, 
Kis  e^en  to  the  ground  adown  he  cast, 
lAnd  in  the  sand,  as  he  beheld  adown. 
Me  saw  the  slcpp^s  broad  of  a  lioun. 
And  in  his  heart  he  suddenly  agmsc,* 
And  pale  he  wax'd,  therewith  his  heart  arose. 
And  near  he  came,  and  found  the  wimple  torn  ; 
"  Alas,  quod  he,  the  day  that  I  was  born ! 
This  one  night  will  both  us  lover^s  sicc  : 

should  I  asken  mercy  of  Thisbe, 
When  I  am  he  (hat  have  you  slain  ?— alas  ! 
My  biding  hath  you  slain^  in  this  case. 
Alas  I  to  bid  a  woman  go  by  night 
Jn  plac^  there*  as  peril  fallen  might. 
And  I  so  slow  :  alas !   1  nc  had  be' 

n  this  place  a  furlong  way  ere  ye. 
'hat  litfun  that  is  in  this  fonfst 
My  body  must  be  renten,  or  what  beast 
That  wild  is,  gnawen  must  he  now  mine  heart." 
And  with  thai  word  he  to  the  wimple  start. 
And  kiis'd  it  oft,  and  wept  on  it  full  sore, 
And  said^,  '*  Wimple',  alas  !  there  n'is  no  more, 
But  thou  shalt  feel  as  well  the  blood  of  me 
As  thou  bast  felt  the  bleeding  of  Thisbe  :" 
And  with  that  word  he  smote  him  to  the  heart 
Tbe  blood  out  of  the  wound  as  broad  astart 
As  water,  when  the  conduit  broken  is. 

Now  Thisbe,  which  that  ne  wist  not  of  this, 
i(  sitting  in  her  dread  she  thought^  thus  ; 
if  it  so  fallen  that  my  Pyramus 
:  comen  hitlier,  .and  may  me  not  ifind. 
He  may  me  bolUcn  false  and  eke  unkind." 


in      iihililili  ri  il      '  Ttiprr— when 
BM  been  a  futlung  befun  you. 
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And  out  she  cometh,  and  afar  him  'gan  spy6i 
Both  with  her  hearth  and  eke  with  her  eyen, 
And  thought,  "  1  will  him  tellen  of  my  dread 
Both  of  the  lioness  and  of  my  deed  : " 
And  at  the  last  her  love  then  hath  she  found 
Ybeating  with  his  heeMs  on  the  ground 
All  bloody*,  and  therewithal  aback  she  start, 
And  like  the  wav^s  quappe  *  began  her  heart, 
And  pale  as  box  she  wax'd,  and  in  a  throw* 
Avised  her,  and  'gan  him  well  to  know, 
That  it  was  Pyramus,  her  hearth  dear  : 

0  !  who  could  writen  which  a  deadly  cheer 
Hath  Thisbe  now !  and  how  her  hair  she  rent,     i6j 
And  how  she  'gan  her  selfen  to  torment. 
And  how  she  lieth  and  swooneth  on  the  ground, 
And  how  she  wept  of  tear^s  full  his  wound. 
How  meddleth'  she  his  blood  with  her  complaint, 
How  with  his  blood  her  selven  'gan  she  paint,      I7< 
How  clippeth  she  the  red  dead  corse,  alas ! 
How  doth  this  woful  Thisbe  in  this  case, 

How  kisseth  she  his  frosty  mouth  so  cold  ! — 

"  Who  hath  done  this  ?  and  who  hath  been  so  bold 

To  slay  my  life  ?    O  !  speak  my  Pyramus,  17s 

1  am  thy  Thisbe  that  thee  calleth  thus  ;" 
And  therewithal  she  lifteth  up  his  head. 

This  woful  man,  that  was  not  fully  dead, 
When  that  he  heard  the  name  of  Thisbe  crien, 
On  her  he  cast  his  heavy  deadly  eyen,  180 

And  down  again,  and  yieldeth  up  the  ghost. 

Thisbe  rist  up  withouten  noise  or  boast,* 
And  saw  her  wimple  and  his  empty  sheath. 
And  eke  his  sword,  that  him  hath  done  to  death, 
Then  spake  she  thus ;  "  My  woful  hand,  quod  she,  185 
Is  strong  enough  in  such  a  work  to  me. 
For  love  shall  give  me  strength  and  hairdiness 
To  make  my  wounds  large  enough  I  guess  ; 
I  will  thee  followen  dead,  and  I  will  be 
Fellow'  and  cause  eke  of  thy  death,  quod  she ;      190 
And  though  that  nothing,  save  the  death,  only 
Might  thee  from  me  departen  trufly. 
Thou  shalt  no  more  departen  now  from  me 
Than  from  the  death,  for  I  will  go  with  thee. 

"  And  now,  ye  wretched  jealous  fathers  our,      195 
We  that  yweren  whilom  children  your, 

'  Quappe — tremble,  quake.  •  In  a  throw  avised  her— considered 
for  a  moment.  >  Meddleth— mingleth  his  blood  with  her  complaint, 
i.  e,  weeping.    *  Boast— ostentation. 


( 
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We  prayen  you  withouten  more  env^ 

That  in  one  grav^  we  both  moten  *  lie, 

Since  love  hath  brought  us  to  this  piteous  end : 

And  rightwise  God  to  every  lover  send,  200 

That  loveth  tniely,  more  prosperity 

Than  ever  had  Pyramus  and  Thisbe ; 

And  let  no  gentle  woman  her  assure 

To  putten  her  in  such  an  ^venture  : 

But  God  forbid  but  that  a  woman  can  205 

Be  as  true  and  loving  as  a  man, 

And  for  my  part  I  shall  anon  it  kith  ;  "  ' 

And  with  that  word  his  sword  she  took^  swith,' 

That  warm  was  of  her  lov^s  blood  and  hot, 

And  to  the  hearth  she  her  selven  smote.  210 

And  thus  are  Thisbe'  and  Pyramus  ago  :  * 
Of  trew^  men  I  finden  but  few  mo 
In  all  my  book^s  save  this  Pyramus, 
And  therefore  have  I  spoken  of  him  thus ; 
For  it  is  dainty  to  us  men  to  find  215 

A  man  that  can  in  love  be  true  and  kind. 

Here  may  ye  see,  what  lover  so  he  be, 
A  woman  dare  and  can'  as  well  as  he. 

*  Moten  —  may.    •  Kith  —  make  it  known.    •  Swith  —  quickly. 
^one,  passed  away.    '  And  can — ^and  is  able  to  do. 
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THE  LEGEND  OF 

LUCRETIA    OF  ROME. 


Tarquinius  and  Collatinus  leave  the  camp  and  ride  to  tb^^  ^"owe 
of  the  latter,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  fidelity  of  b^  "^  "^^ 
Lucretia,  in  her  domestic  duties. 


To  Romd  they  be  comen,  and  fast  them  digfat ' 

To  Colatinus'  house,  and  down  they  light, 

Tarquinius  and  eke  this  Colatine  ; 

The  husband  knew  the  efters  well  and  fine,'  • 

And  full  privily  into  the  house  they  gone  : 

Nor  at  the  gate  ne  porter  was  there  none, 
And  at  the  chamber  door^  they  abide. 
This  noble  wife  sat  by  her  bedd^s  side 
Dischevel'd,  for  no  malice  she  ne  thought,  lo 

And  soft^  wool  (saith  Livy)  that  she  wrought 
To  keepen  her  from  sloth  and  idleness, 
And  bad  her  servants  do  their  business, 
And  asketh  them  ;  "  What  tidings  hearen  ye  ? 
How  saith  men  of  the  siege,  how  shall  it  be  ? 
God  would  the  wallas  were  falFn  adown ! 
My  husband  is  too  long  out  of  this  town  ; 
For  which  dread  doth  me  sorfly  to  smart, 
Right  as  a  sword  it  stingeth  to  mine  heart 
When  I  thinken  on  this  or  of  that  place ; 
God  save  my  lord,  I  pray  him  for  his  grace  ! " 
And  therewithal  so  tenderly  'gan  weep. 
And  of  her  work  she  took  no  mor^  keep,* 
But  meek^ly  she  let  her  eyen  fall, 
And  thilk^  scmblant  *  sat  her  well  *  withal. 
And  eke  her  tear^s,  full  of  honesty, 

*  Dight— repaired.  «  Efters  well  and  fine— he  knew  all  the  pri- 
vate entries  from  first  to  last.  '  Keep — paid  no  more  attention  to. 
*  Semblant— appearance.    *  Sat  her  well— became  her. 
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Embclli&hfd  her  wifely  chastity  ; 
Her  countenance  is  to  her  hearth  digne,' 
For  they  accordeden  in  deed  and  sign. 
And  with  that  word  her  husband  Colatin, 
Ere  she  of  him  was  'ware,  came  starting  in, 
And  saydd;  "  Dread  thee  not  for  I  am  here  :" 
And  she  anon  up  rose  with  blissful  cheer. 
And  kiss'd  him,  as  of  wivtfs  is  the  won.' 

Tarquinius,  this  proud^  kingfs  son, 
ConccivM  hath  her  beauty  and  her  cheer,' 
Her  vellow  hair,  her  bounty,  and  her  mannere. 
Her  hue,  her  WDrd&,  that  she  hath  complain^ 
And  by  no  craft  her  beauty  was  not  feign^, 
AihI  caught  unto  this  lady  such  desire 
Thai  in  his  head  he  bum'd  as  any  fire. 
So  woodly,*  that  his  wil  was  all  forgotten, 
For  well  thought  he  she  shouldi!  not  be  gotten  i 
And  aye  the  more  that  he  was  in  despair 
The  more  he  eovctcth  and  thought  her  fair  ; 
His  blinds  lusl  was  all  his  coveting. 
""  morrow,  when  the  bird  began  to  sing, 

o  the  siege  he  com'th  full  privily, 
And  by  himself  he  walketh  soberly, 
Th'  imdge  of  her  recording  alway  new, 
Tlias  lay  her  hair,  and  thus  fresh  was  her  hue,       | 
Thus  sal  she,  thus  she  spake,  this  was  her  cheer, 
Tlius  fair  she  was,  and  this  was  her  mannere  : 
All  this  conceit  his  heart  hath  new  ytake,' 
And  as  the  sea  with  tempest  all  to-shake, 
That  after  when  (he  storm  is  ail  ago,* 
Yet  will  the  water  quappe '  a  day  or  two  ; 
Right  so,  though  that  her  fonn^  were  absent 
The  plcasancc  of  her  form^  was  present ; 
But  nalheiess  not  plcasance  but  delight. 
Or  an  unrightful  talent  with  despite  ;  I 

"  For  maugre  her,  she  shall  my  leman  be ; 
Hap  helpcth  hardy  man  alway,  quod  lie  : 
What  cnd(5  that  I  make,"  it  shall  be  so  ;  " 
And  girt  him  with  his  sword,  and  'gan  to  go  : 
And  nc  forth  rode  till  he  to  Rome  is  come,  ( 

And  all  alone  his  way  that  he  hath  nome  • 
Unto  the  house  of  Colatine  full  right  : — 
IJown  was  the  sun,  and  day  hath  lost  his  light ; 


ri,  ought.  'Age    „ 

tot  1  nuke— come  what  aiay 


was  worthy  of  her  heart.    *  Won  — 

'oodlr— madly.    'Vwkc 


Qiuippe— roll' fluctuate.    •  Wh«t 
y  of  11.  so  shaU  il  be.     •  Nom«— 
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And  in  he  came  unto  a  privy  halke,^  yo 

And  in  the  night  full  thiefly  'gan  he  stalk, 

When  every  wight  was  to  his  rest  ybrought, 

Ne  no  wight  had  of  treason  such  a  thought, 

Whether  by  window  or  by  other  gin  : 

With  sword  ydrawn  shortly  he  cometh  in  7S 

There'  as  she  lay,  this  noble  wife  Lucrece, 

And  as  she  woke,  her  bed  she  felten  press ;  ^  ttS^' 

"What  beast  is  that,  quod  she , that  weigheth  *  thi^^ 

"  I  am  the  king^s  son,  Tarquinius, 
Quod  he,  but  and  thou  cry,  or  noise  ymake,  ^ 

Or  if  thou  any  creiture  awake, 
By  thilk^  God  that  formed  man  on  live, 
This  swords  through  thine  hearth  shall  I  rive." 
And  therewithal  unto  her  throat  he  start, 
And  set  the  sword  all  sharp  upon  her  heart  g^ 

No  word  she  spake  ;  she  hath  no  might  thereto ;  ^ 
What  shall  she  say  ?  her  wit  is  all  ago  :* 
As  when  a  wolf  findeth  a  lamb  alone ; 
To  whom  shall  she  complain  or  make  her  moan? 
What !  shall  she  fighten  with  a  hardy  knight  ? 
Well  wotte  men  that  a  woman  hath  no  might ; 
What  shall  she  cry,  or  how  shall  she  astart. 
That  hath  her  by  the  throat  with  sword  at  heart? 
She  asketh  grace,  and  said  all  that  she  can. 

"  No,  wilt  thou  not  then  ?  quod  this  cruel  man ; 

As  wisely  *  Jupiter  my  soul^  save,  9:^ 

As  I  shall  in  thy  stable  slay  thy  knave  * 

And  lay  him  in  thy  bed,  and  loud^  cry 

That  I  thee  find  in  such  avoutery  : ' 

And  thus  thou  shalt  be  dead,  and  also  lese' 

Thy  name,  for  that  thou  shalt  none  other  chese."'  n 

These  Roman  wiv^s  lovdd  so  their  name. 

At  thilk^  time,  and  dreaded  so  the  shame. 

That  what  for  fear  of  slander'  ahd  dread  of  death 

She  lost  at  on^s  both  her  wit  and  breath, 

And  in  a  swoon  she  lay,  and  woxe  so  dead,  lof 

Men  mighten  smitcn  off  her  arm  or  head. 
#  #  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

Tarquinius,  thou  art  a  king^s  heir. 
And  shouldest  as  by  lineage  and  by  right, 
Do  as  a  lord  and  as  a  very  knight. 
Why  hast  thou  done  despite  to  chivalry? 
Why  hast  thou  done  thy  lady  villainy  ? 

*  Haike  —  corner.      •  There  —  where.     •  Weigheth  —  presseth 

*  Ago — ^gone.   *  Wisely — surely.  •  Knave — man  servant.   '  Avoaterji^ 
— adultery.    *  Lese — ^lose.    '  Chese — choose. 
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Alas  !  of  thee  this  was  a  virnous  deed. 

But  now  to  th'  purpose.     In  the  story*  I  read 

When  he  was  gone,  and  this  mischance  is  fall,' 

This  lady  sent  aft^r  her  friendds  all,  115 

Father,  mother,  and  husband,  all  ifere,' 

And,  dischevel^  with  her  hair^  clear, 

In  habit  such  as  women  us^d  tho' 

Unto  the  burying  of  their  friend^s  go. 

She  sat  in  hall  with  a  sorrdwful  sight :  120 

Her  friend^s  asken  what  her  ailen  might. 

And  who  was  dead  ?  and  she  sat  aye  weeping ; 

A  word,  for  shame,  ne  may  she  forth  out  bring, 

Ne  upon  them  she  durst^  not  behold  : 

But  at  the  last  of  Tarquin  she  them  told  125 

This  rueful  case,  and  all  this  thing  horrible  : 

The  woe  to  tell  were  impossible 

That  she  and  all  her  friend^s  make  at  once ; 

Al'^  hadden  folk^s  hearths  been  of  stones, 

It  might  have  maked  them  upon  her  rue,  130 

Her  heart  ywas  so  wifely  and  so  true. 

She  said  that  for  her  guilt  ne  for  her  blame 

Her  husband  should  not  have  the  foul^  name ; 

That  would^  she  not  suffer  by  no  way. 

And  they  answered  all  unto  her  fay*  135 

That  they  forgave  it  her,  for  it  was  right, 

It  was  no  guilt,  it  lay  not  in  her  might. 

And  saiden  her  examples  many  one  : 

But  all  for  naught,  for  thus  she  said  anon ; 

"  Be  as  be  may,  quod  she,  of  forgiving,  140 

I  will  not  have  no  fdrgift  for  nothing  : " 

But  privily  she  caughten  forth  a  knife, 

And  therewithal  she  reft  herself  her  life ; 

And  as  she  fell  adown  she  cast  her  look, 

And  of  her  clothes  yet  good  heed  she  took,  145 

For  in  her  falling  yet  she  had  a  care 

Lest  that  her  feet  or  such  thing^s  lay  bare, 

So  well  she  lov^d  cleanness  and  eke  truth. 

Of  her  had  all  the  town  of  Rom^  ruth ; 

And  Brutus  hath  by  her  chaste  blood  yswore        1 50 

That  Tarquin  should  ybanish*d  be  therefore 

And  all  his  kin,  and  let  *  the  people  call, 

And  openly  the  tale  he  told  them  all, 

And  openly  let  carry*  her  on  a  bier 

Through  all  the  town,  that  men  may  see  and  hear 

Th'  horrible  deed  of  her  oppressidn  ;  156 

>  Fall  —  befallen.  •  Ifere  —  together.  '  Tho  —  then.  *  Al*  — 
though.  *Fay— Caith,  truth,  pledge.  •  Let  — summoned  the 
sople. 
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Ne  never  was  there  Idng  in  Rom^  town 
Since  thilk^  day  :  and  she  was  holden  there 
A  sainty  and  e'er  her  day  yhalloVd  dear, 
As  in  their  law.    And  thus  endeth  Lucrece 
The  noble  wife ;  Titus  beareth  witness. 
I  tell  it,  for*  she  was  of  love  so  true, 
Ne  in  her  will  she  chang^  for  no  new,* 
And  in  her  stable  hearth  sad'  and  kind, 
That  in  these  women  men  may  all  day  find 
Thereas*  they  cast  their  hearth  there  it  dwelleth; 
For  well  I  wot  that  Christ  himself(£  telleth 
That  in  Israel,  wide  as  is  the  lond. 
He  so  great  faith  in  all  the  land  ne  found 
As  in  a  woman,  and  this  is  no  lie  : 
And  as  for  men,  look  ye  such  tyranny 
They  do  all  day,  essay  them  who  so  list, 
The  truest  is  full  brittle  for  to  trist. 

'  For— because.    *  New — novelty.    •  Sad — steadfast    * 
— ^whereas. 
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And  ■«  his  banc  yHiling  in  the  la : 
COM  imi'd  ka  han."—L  .j). 
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ARIADNE   OF  ATHENS. 


t,  king  of  Cnte,  In  revengi:  for  thr 


This  mckcd  eusiom  is  so  long  jrun 
Till  that  the  King  of  Alhcn^s,  £g£us, 
Must  Knd  his  owntf  sonnf  Theseus, 
Since  thai  ihc  lot  is  (alien  him  upon. 
To  be  devoured,  for  grace  is  there  none  : 
And  forth  is  led  this  woful  young^  knight 
Unto  the  country  of  Minos  full  of  might, 
And  in  a  prison  fetter'd  fasi  is  he 
ViU  lh*l  ilk  lime  he  should  jfrcitcn'  be. 

'  Vfrcticn— UevoupedL 
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Well  may'st  thou  weep,  O  woful  Theseus ! 
That  art  a  king^s  son  and  damned  thus ; 
Me  thinketh  this,  that  thou  art  deep  yhold^ 
To  whom^  that  sav^  thee  from  cares  cold. 
And  now  if  any  woman  help^  thee. 
Well  oughtest  thou  her  servant  for  to  be^ 
And  be  her  tru^  lover  year  by  year. 
But  now  to  come  again  to  my  mattdre. 

The  toVr^  there  this  Theseus  is  throw* 
Down  in  the  bottom  dark  and  wonder  low. 
Was  joining  to  the  wall  of  a  forein* 
That  longing  was  imto  the  daughtren  twain 
Of  Minos,  which  that  in  their  chambers  great 
Dwelten  above,  towdrd  the  master-street* 
Of  thilk^  town  in  joy  and  in  solace  : 
N'ot  I  not  how,  it  happened  per  cxsitf 
As  Theseus  complainra  him  by  nij^t, 
The  king^s  daugnter  that  Ariadne  hight, 
And  eke  her  sister  Phoedra,  hearden  all 
His  cdmplaint  as  they  stooden  on  the  wall, 
And  looked  up  upon  the  bright^  moon. 
Them  listen^  not  to  go  to  bed  so  soon, 
And  of  his  woe  they  had  compassidn  ; 
A  kingds  son  to  be  in  such  pnsdn. 
And  l^  devoured,  thought  diem  great  pit^  : 
Then  Ariadne  spake  t'  her  sister  free,*  JJ 

And  sayed  ;  "  Phoedra,  my  lef<^*  sister  dear! 
This  wofiil  lord^s  son  may  ye  not  hear. 
How  piteously  he  cdmplameth  his  kin,** 
And  eke  his  poor  estate  that  he  is  in. 
And  guiltiless  ?    Certes  now  it  is  ruth,  A^ 

And  if  ye  will  assenten,  by  my  truth 
He  shall  be  holpen,  how  so  that  we  do."*' 

PhcEdra  answ^r^d,  "  Ywis**  me  is  as  woe 
For  him  as  e'er  I  was  for  any  man. 
And  to  his  help  the  best  rede^*  that  I  can  Ai 

Is,  that  we  do  the  gaoler  privily 
To  come  and  speaken  unth  us  hastily. 
And  do  this  woful  man  with  him  to  come  ; 
For  if  he  may  this  monster  overcome, 


*  Yhold  —  beholden.  '  To  whom  —  i.  e,  to  the  person  wboo. 
'  There  this  Theseus  is  throw— wherdn  this  Theseus  was  thrown. 
*  Forein— passage.  *  Master-street— the  main  street  •  Pw  case— 
by  chance.  '  Listen  not— did  not  wish.  •  Free — generous.  •  Lcfe 
—glad,  pleasant.  ^^  Complaineth  his  kin~  reproacheth  his  naient 
"  How  so  that  we  do — however  we  may  accomplish  it.  ■*  Vwif— 
indeed.    "  Rede— advice. 


Then  were  he  quit,  thete  is 


e  other  hoot  :' 


him  at  his  heands  root, 
Tliat  if  so  be  that  he  a  weapon  have, 
\^'herc  that  he  dare,  his  life  to  Iceep  and  save. 
Fight  iriih  this  fiend*,  and  himself  defend  ; 
For  in  the  prison  there'  he  shall  descend. 
Ye  wot  well  that  the  beast  is  in  a  place 
Thai  is  not  dark,  and  hath  room  and  eke  space 
To  wield  an  axe,  or  sword,  a  staff,  or  knife. 
So  that  me  thinketh  he  should  save  his  life  : 
If  that  he  be  a  man  he  shall  do  so  : 
And  we  shall  make  him  ball^s  eke  also 
Of  wax  and  tow,  that  when  he  gapeth  fast, 
into  the  beast^  throat  he  shall  Ihem  cast 
To  slake  his  hunger  and  encumber'  his  teeth  : — 
And  right  anon,  when  thai  Theseus  secth 
The  beast  achok^d,  he  shall  on  him  leap 
To  slay  him  ere  tbey  comen  more  to  heap.* 
This  weapon  shall  the  gaoler  ere  ihat  tide* 
Full  privily  within  the  prison  hide: 
And,  for'  the  house  is  crankled  to  and  fro, 
And  hath  so  quaint^  way^  for  to  go, 
For*  it  is  ahapen  as  the  maze  is  wrought; 
Thereto  have  1  a  remed'  in  my  thought. 
That  by  a  clue  of  twine  as  he  hath  gone, 
The  sami  way  he  may  return  anon, 
Foll'wing  alway  the  thread  as  he  hath  come  : 
And  when  that  he  this  beast  hath  overcome, 
Then  may  he  flee  away  out  of  his  stede,' 
And  eke  the  gaoler  may  he  with  him  lead, 
And  him  advance  at  hnmi-  in  his  country, 
Since  that  so  great  a  lordi5s  son  is  he. 
This  is  my  rede,'  if  that  ye  dare  il  take." 

What  should  I  longer  sermon  of  il  make? — 
TTic  gaoler  com'th,  and  with  him  Theseus ; 
Atid  when  these  ihlnges  been  accorded  thus, 
Adown  sat  Theseus  upon  his  knee  : — 
"  O  the  right  lady  of  my  life  !  quod  he, 
I  sorrowful  man,  ydamncd  to  Ihe  deaih. 
From  you  that  whil^  me  ylasteth  brealh 
I  will  not  twin' after  this  ^venture, 
But  in  your  service  thus  I  will  endure ; 
That  as  a  wretch  unknown  I  will  you  serve 
For  evermore  till  that  mine  hearth  stcrve.* 

— where.    '  More  lo  hrap — more  ttt 
*  Fot— betnme.    •  Sicde — pLice.     '  I 
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Forsake  I  will  at  home  mine  heritagCi 

And  as  I  said,  be  of  your  court  a  page,  ^^ 

If  that  ye  vouchsafen  that  in  this  place 

Ye  granten  me  to  haven  such  a  grace 

That  I  may  have  naught  but  my  meat  and 

And  for  my  sustenance  yet  will  I  swink^  .^ 

Right  as  you  list,  that  Minos  ne  no  wight,* 

Since  that  he  saw  me  never  with  eyesight, 

Ne  no  man  ell^s,  shall  me  not  espy, 

So  slily  and  so  well  I  shall  me  gye,' 

And  me  so  well  disfigure  and  so  low,  ^ 

That  in  this  world  there  shall  no  man  me  know;         ^ 

To  have  my  life  and  to  have  the  presence 

Of  you  that  done  to  me  this  excellence. 

And  to  my  father  shall  1  senden  here 

This  worthy  man,  which  that  is  your  gaoler, 

And  him  so  guerdon^  that  he  shall  well  be 

One  of  the  greatest  men  of  my  country  : 

And  if  I  durst^  say,  my  lady  bright ! 

I  am  a  king^s  son  and  eke  a  knight, 

As  would^  God  if  that  it  might  ybe 

Ye  weren  in  my  country  all^  three,  i  ^ 

And  I  with  you  to  bear  you  company ; 

Then  should  you  see  if  that  I  thereof  lie, 

And  if  I  profer*  you  in  low  mann^re 

To  be  your  page,  and  serven  you  right  here, 

But  ^  I  you  serve  as  lowly  in  that  place, 

I  pray  to  Mars  to  give  me  such^  grace 

That  shames  death  on  me  there  mot^^  fall, 

And  death  and  povert*  to  my  friend^s  all, 

And  that  my  spirit  by  night  mot^  go 

After  my  death  and  walken  to  and  fro,  12 

That  1  may  of  foul  traitor  have  a  name. 

For  which  my  sprite  may  go,  to  do  me  shame, 

And  if  I  claim  ever  other  degree. 

But  •  ye  vouchsafen  to  grant  it  me. 

As  I  have  said,  of  shames  death  I  dey. 

And  mercy,  lady!  I  can  naught  else  say." 

A  seemly  knight  was  this  Theseus  to  see. 
And  young^  but  of  twenty  years  and  three, 
But  whoso  had  yseen  his  countenance. 
He  would  have  wept  for  ruth  of  his  penince  :       I35^^ 
For  which  this  Ariadne'  in  this  mannere 
Answered  to  his  profer^  and  to  his  cheer  : 

*  Swink — labour.  •  Ne  no  wight — ^nor  any  person.  •  Gye— con- 
duct myself  *  Guerdon— reward.  -  Profer— propose,  offer.  •  But 
—except,  imless.    '  Mote — may. 
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"A  k'mg^  son  and  eke  a  knight,  quod  she, 
To  be  my  servant  in  so  low  degree 
Cod  ehtcld  it !  for  the  shame  of  women  all. 
And  \cnc '  me  never  such  a  case  befall, 
And  scad  you  grace  and  sleight '  of  Jieari  also 
You  to  defend  and  knightly  slay  your  foe; 
And  lene'  hereafter  that  1  may  you  find 
ne,  and  to  my  sister  here  so  kind, 
t  1  ne  repent  not  to  give  you  life  ■— 
were  it  better  thai  I  were  your  wife, 
Sith  that  ye  be  as  gentle  bom  as  I, 
And  have  a  realm  not  far  but  fasi^  by. 
Than  I  suflcr'd  your  gentleness  lo  sterve,' 
43r  that  I  let  you  as  a  page  to  serve  : 

t  is  no  profit  unto  your  kindred, 
But  what  is  that  thai  men  n'ill  do  for  dread? 
And  lo  my  sister  sith  thai  it  is  so 
Thai  she  must  go  with  mc  if  that  I  go. 
Or  ctl^s  sufTcr  death  as  well  as  1 ; 
That  ye  unto  your  son  as  trudly 
Do  her  be  wedded  at  your  home  coming  : 
This  is  the  final  end  of  all  this  thing, 

car  it  here  on  all  that  may  be  sworn." 
ea.  lady  mine,  tjuod  he,  or  else  to-torn 
May  I  be  with  the  Mmolaur  lo-morrow, 
And  havcth  here  of  mine  heartblood  to  borrow,* 
U  that  ye  will,  if  I  had  knife  or  spear 
I  would  it  Icticn  out  and  thereon  swear ; 
For  then  at  erst*  I  wot  ye  would  me  'lievc. 
By  Mars,  that  is  the  chief  of  my  believe, 
'  So  that  I  mightcn  hvcn  and  not  fail 
To-morrow  for  to  taken  my  batliile, 
I  ne  would  never  from  this  plac^  Aee, 
Till  that  ye  should  the  very  proof  ysee  : 
For  now,  if  thai  [he  soth  I  shall  you  say, 
I  have  \q\M  you  full  many  a  day. 
Though  ye  ne  wist  it  not,  in  my  country, 
And  addermost*  desired  you  to  see 
Of  any  earthly  living  creiturc : 
Upon  my  truth  1  swear  and  you  assure, 
Tnis  seven  year  I  have  your  servant  be; 

K  have  I  you,  and  also  have  ye  me, 
iiy  dcar^  heart !  of  Alhen^s  Duch^s." 
This  lady  smileth  at  his  steadfastness. 
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And  at  his  heartly  words,  and  at  his  cheer, 
And  to  her  sister  said  in  this  mann^pe  : 

<'  And  sothly,  lieve  all  sister  mine,  quod  she, 
Now  be  we  duchesses  both  I  and  ye,  ^^5 

And  siker'd^  to  the  regals  of  Athenes, 
And  both  hereafter  likely  to  be  queens. 
And  sav^d  from  his  death  a  king^  son, 
As  e'er  of  gentlewomen  is  the  won* 
To  save  a  gentleman  enforth  their  might,*  '9° 

In  honest  cause,  and  namely  in  his  right, 
Methinketh  no  wight  ought  us  hereof  blam^ 
Ne  bearen  us  therefore  an  evil  name." 
And  shortly  of  this  matter  for  to  m^Jce, 
This  Theseus  of  her  hath  leave  ytake,  '95 

And  every  point  was  pdrform^  in  deed 
As  ye  have  in  this  cov'nant  heard  me  read  : 
His  weapon,  his  clue,  his  thing,  that  I  have  said^. 
Was  by  the  gaoler  in  the  house  ylaid, 
Thereas*  the  Minotaur  hath  his  dwelling,  ^^ 

Right  fast^  by  the  door  at  his  ent'ring. 
And  Theseus  is  led  unto  his  death  : 
And  forth  unto  this  Minotaur  he  geth,^ 
And  by  the  teaching  of  this  Adriane 
He  overcame  this  beast  and  was  his  bane  ;  -^5 

And  out  he  cometh  by  the  clue  again 
Full  privily,  when  he  this  beast  hath  slain. 
And  by  the  gaoler  gotten  hath  a  barge. 
And  of  his  wiv^s  treasure  'gan  it  charge. 
And  took  his  wife  and  eke  her  sister  free,*  ^lo 

And  eke  the  gaoler,  and  with  them  all  three 
Is  stole  away  out  of  the  land  by  night. 
And  to  the  country*  of  Enupie  him  dight,^ 
Thereas  he  had  a  friend  of  his  knowing ;  ^ 

There  feasten  they,  there  dancen  they  and  sing,  ^  ^  ^ 
And  in  his  arm^s  hath  this  Adriane, 
That  of  the  beast  hath  kept  him  from  his  bane ; 
And  gat  him  there  a  noble  baige  anon. 
And  of  his  country  folk  a  full  great  won,*  ^^ 

And  tak'th  his  leave,  and  homeward  saileth  he ;   2  ^^ 
And  in  an  isle  amid  the  wild^  sea, 
Thereas  there  dwelled  never  creature  none 
Save  wildd  beasts,  and  that  full  many  one, 
He  made  his  ship  aland^  for  to  set 
And  in  that  isl^  half  a  day  he  let,*  i^S 

>  Siker'd— assured,  united.    «  Won— custom.    *  Enfofth  Hck^ 
might  —  to  the  uttermost  of  their  power.    *  Thereas — where** 
*  Geth— goeth  ;  a  license  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme.    •  Free— booo- 
tiful.    '  Dight— disposed.    •  Won— company.    •  Let--suyed. 
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And  iAiA,  that  on  the  land  he  must  him  rest 
His  mariners  have  done  right  as  hint  lest.' 
And  for  to  tcllen  shortly  in  this  case. 
When  Ariadne'  his  wife  aslcepf  was, 

'  that  her  sister  fairer  was  ihan  she,  2 

He  lak'th  her  in  his  hand,  and  forth  go'th  he 
To  ship,  and  as  a  traitor  stole  away 
While  that  this  Ariadne"  asleerx!  lay. 
And  10  his  countryward  he  sailelh  blive,^ 
(A  twenty  devil  way  the  wind  him  drive !)  2 

And  found  his  father  drenched'  in  the  sea. 

.LSI  no  more  to  speak  of  him  pard^  1 
These  fals^  lovers  poison  be  their  bane ! 

Dut  I  will  turn  again  Eo  Adriane, 
That  is  with  sleep  for  weariness  ytake,*  3 

Full  sorrowfully' her  hearth  may  awake. 

Alas  !  for  thee  mine  heart  hath  great  pit^. 
Rif^t  in  the  dawening  awakeih  she, 
And  gropcth  in  the  bed,  and  found  right  naught 

"  Alas,  quod  she,  that  ever  1  was  wrought ;         2 
I  am  betrayed  ;  "  and  her  hair  to-reni. 
And  to  the  strand  all  barefoot  faol  she  went, 
And  cry ^  ;  "Theseus,  mine  hean6  sweet! 
Where  be  ye,  that  I  may  not  with  you  meet, 
And  might  thus  with  the  beastis  been  yslain .' "    2 

The  hollow  rock^s  answered  her  again  ; 
No  man  she  saw,  and  yet  yshone  the  moon; 
And  high  upon  a  rock  she  wenten  soon, 
And  saw  his  barge  ysailing  in  the  sea ; 
Cold  wax'd  her  heart,  and  right  thus  sayiM  she  :   2 

"  Meeker  than  ye  find  1  the  beast^s  wild." 
Hath  he  not  sin  that  he  her  thus  beguil'd  ? 
She  cried ;  "  O  turn  again  for  ruth  and  sin  I 
Thy  barge  ne  hath  not  all  his  meinf '  in." 
Her  coutT'ehicf  on  a  pol^  slicked  she  2 

Ascanci'  that  he  should  ii  well  ysce, 
And  him  remember  that  she  was  behind. 
And  turn  again,  and  on  the  strand  her  find. 

But  all  for  naught  ;  his  way  he  is  agone ; 
And  down  she  fell  a-swoon  upon  a  slone,  2 

And  up  she  rist.  and  kiss'd  in  all  her  care 
The  steppds  of  his  feet  there  he  hath  fare,' 
And  to  her  bed  righl  thus  she  speaketh  tho  :  * 

"Thou  bed,  quod  she,  that  hast  received  two, 


'Ytake- 


■  There  he  ttith  liri 


.  '  Blive— btiskly.  •  Drcnchfd 
*  Mdne — compaaj'.  '  Akhihv 
are— where  he  had  Ikh).    *  Tho 
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Thou  shalt  answer  of  two  and  not  of  one ;  270 

Where  is  the  greater  part^  ?  away  gone  ? 

"Alas  !  where  shall  I  wretched  wight  become? 
For  though  so  be  that  boot^  ^  none  here  come, 
Home  to  my  country  dare  F  not  for  drede ; 
I  can  my  selfen  in  this  case  not  rede."  •  275 

What  should  I  tellen  more  her  cdmplaining? 
It  is  so  long  it  were  a  heavy  thing ; 
In  her  epistle  Naso  telleth  all. 
But  shortly  to  the  end  tellen  I  shall, 
The  godd^s  have  her  holpen  for  pity,  280 

And  in  the  sign  of  Taurus  men  may  see 
The  stones  of  her  coroun  shin^  clear. — 
I  will  no  mor6  speak  of  this  matt^re ; 
But  thus  this  fals^  lover  can  beguile 
His  tru^  love ;  the  devl  quit  him  his  wile!  *        2^5 

'  Boote — ^hclp.    •  Not  rede — I  cannot  counsel  mysdf  in  this  cise. 
>  Quit  him  his  wile — ^reward  his  deceit,  or  trick. 


503 


THE 

LEGEND  OF  PHYLLIS. 


Deroophobn,  the  son  of  Theseus,  in  returning  to  his  native  Athens, 
wrecked  in  a  storm  upon  Rhodop^,  of  which  Phyllis,  daughter  of 
fcuigus,  was  the  queen,  and  fairer 

"  Than  is  the  flow'r  against  the  bright^  sun." 

^er  having  won  her  heart,  Demophobn  feigns  the  necessity  of  pro- 
eding  forward  to  Athens,  to  prepare  for  their  wedding,  plighting 
s  truth  at  the  same  time  to  return  to  her  in  one  month.  When 
e  lapsing  of  month  after  month  confirmed  the  treachery  of  her 
ver,  she  sent  him  the  following  simply  eloquent  appeal. 


^  Thine  hostess,  quod  she,  O  Demopho6n ! 
Thy  Phyllis,  which  that  is  so  woe  begone, 
Of  Rhodopea  upon  you  must  complain, 
Over  the  term  yset  betwixt  us  twam 
That  ye  ne  holden  foreword*  as  ye  said.  5 

Your  anchor  which  ye  in  our  haven  laid 
Hight'  us  that  ye  would  comen  out  of  doubt 
Ere  that  the  moon^  on^s  went  about. 
But  timds  four  the  moon  hath  hid  her  face 
Since  thilk^  day  ye  wenten  from  this  place,  10 

And  fow^r  tim^  light '  the  world  again ; 
But  for  all  that  yet  shall  I  sothly  sain. 
Yet  hath  the  stream  of  Scython  not  ybrought 
From  Athen^s  the  ship,  yet  came  it  not ; 
And  if  that  ye  the  term6  reckon  would  15 

As  I  or  other  true  lovdrs  do  should, 
r^plain^  not  (God  wot)  before  my  day. 
«  *  «  «  « 

The  sail^s  cometh  not  again, 

Ne  to  thy  word  there  n'is  no  fay*  certdin  :  20 

But  I  wot  why  ye  comen  not,  quod  she. 
For*  I  was  of  my  love  to  you  so  free  :• 

'  Foreword  —  pledge.    •  Hight  ^  promised.    '  Light  —  lighted 
Fay — faith.    »  For — because.    •  Free — liberal,  bountf 
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And  of  the  godd^s  that  ye  have  yswore, 

If  that  their  vengeance  fell  on  you  therefore, 

Ye  be  not  suffisant  to  bear  the  pain  ;  2 

Too  muchel  trusted  I,  well  may  I  sain, 

Upon  your  lineage  and  your  fair^  tongue, 

And  on  your  tear^s  falsely  out  ywrung. 

How  could  ye  weepen  so  by  craft  ?  quod  she. 

May  there  such  tear^s  ever  feign^  be  ?  jo 

"  Now  cert^  if  ye  would  have  in  memdry 
It  oughten  be  to  you  but  little  glory 
To  have  a  silly*  maiden  thus  betray^ 
To  God,  quod  she,  pray  I,  and  oft  have  pray^ 
That  it  be  now  the  greatest  price  of  all,  35 

And  most  hondur  that  e'er  you  shall  befall : 
And  when  thine  old  ancestors  painted  be, 
In  which  men  may  their  worthiness  ysee. 
Then  pray  I  God  thou  painted  be  also, 
That  folk  may  readen  forthby  as  they  go, —         4^ 

'  Lo  !  this  is  he  that  with  his  flattery 
Betrayed  hath  and  done  her  villainy 
That  was  his  trud  love  in  thought  and  deed ! ' 

"  But  sothly  of  one  point  yet  may  they  read, 
That  ye  be  like  your  father  as  in  this,  45 

For  he  beguiled  Ariadne'  iwis* 
With  such  an  art  and  such  a  subtlety 
As  thou  thy  selven  hast  beguiled  me. 
As  in  that  point,  although  it  be  not  feir. 
Thou  foUowest  certdin,  and  art  his  heir  :  S^ 

But  since  thus  sinfully  ye  me  beguile. 
My  body  may  ye  see  within  a  while 
Right  in  the  haven  of  Athen^  fleeting 
Withouten  sepulture  and  burying, 
Though  ye  be  harder  than  is  any  stone."  55 

And  when  this  letter  was  forth  sent  anon, 
And  knew  how  brittle  and  how  felse  he  was. 
She  for  despair  fordid'  herself,  alas ! 
Such  sorrow*  hath  she,  for  she  beset  her  so.^ 

Beware  ye  women  of  your  subtle  foe,  60 

Since  yet  this  day  men  may  example  see  ;— 
And  trusteth  now  in  love  no  man  but  me. 

'  Silly — simple,  trusting.    •  Iwis — in  truth,  ootainly.    •  Fofdid— 
testroyed.    ^  For  she  b^t  her  so— because  she  so  beset,  or  tor- 
inented,  herself. 
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Hypennnestra,  th^  daughter  of  Egisttu,  marries  Lino,  her  cousin. 
I  the  night  of  their  nuptials,  her  father  charges  her  to  destroy  her 
sband  during  his  sleep.  Through  fear  of  her  father's  threats  she 
naents  to  his  demand,  but  disobeys  when  she  looks  upon  the  face 
her  sleeping  bridegroom. 


«  «  «  «  « 

And  thus  Lino  hath  of  his  father's  brother 

The  daughter  wedded,  and  each  of  them  hath  other. 

The  torches  brennen  and  the  lamp^s  bright, 

The  sacrifices  be  full  ready  dight, 

Th'  incense  out  of  the  fire  out  raketh  sote,*  5 

The  flow'r  the  leaf,  is  rent  up  by  the  root 

To  maken  garland^s  and  crownds  high ; 

Fun  is  the  place  of  sound  of  minstrelsy. 

Of  song^s  amorous  of  marriage, 

As  thilk^  tim6  was  the  plain  uskge ;  10 

And  this  was  in  the  palace  of  Egiste, 

That  in  his  house  was  lord  right  as  him  list ;' 

And  thus  that  day  they  driven  to  an  end, 

The  friendds  taken  leave,  and  home  they  wend. 

The  night  is  come,  the  bride  shall  go  to  bed,  1 5 

Egistus  to  his  chamber  fast  him  sped, 

And  privily  he  let  his  daughter  caU 

When  that  the  house  was  voided  of  them  all ; 

He  looketh  on  his  daughter  with  glad  cheer. 

And  to  her  spake  as  ye  shall  after  hear.  20 

**  My  right  daughter,  the  treasure  of  mine  heart ! 
Since  first  that  da^  that  shapen  was  my  shirt, 
Or  by  the  Fatal  Sister  had  my  doom, 
So  nigh  mine  heart  never  thing  ne  come, 
As  thou  my  Hypermnestra,  daughter  dear !  25 

Take  heed^  what  thy  father  saith  thee  here, 

>  Raketh  sote— pooreth  sweet.    '  As  him  list— according  to  his 
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And  work  after  thy  wiser*  evermo, 

For.alderfirst*  daughter  I  love  thee  so, 

That  all  the  world  to  me  n'is  half  so  lief^* 

Ne  I  n'olde  red^*  thee  to  thy  mischief  3° 

For  all  the  good  under  the  cold^  moon  : 

And  what  I  mean  it  shall  be  said  right  soon, 

With  protestation,  as  say  these  wise. 

That  but^  thou  do  as  I  shall  thee  devise, 

Thou  shalt  be  dead,  by  him  that  all  haUi  wrough" — *■  35 

At  short^  word^s,  thou  ne  scapest  not 

Out  of  my  palace  ere  that  thou  be  dead 

But  thou  consent  and  work  after  my  rede  ;* 

Take  this  to  thee  for  full  conclusion." 

This  Hypermnestra  cast  her  eyen  down,  40 

And  quoke  as  doth  the  leaf  of  aspen  green. 

Dead  wax'd  her  hue,  and  like  ashen  to  seen. 

And  say^  ;  *'  Lord  and  father,  all  your  will. 

After  my  might,  God  wot  I  shall  fulfil. 

So  it  be  to  me  no  confusidn."  45 

"  I  n*ill  (quod  he)  have  no  exceptidn," 
And  out  he  caught  a  knife  as  razor  keen  ; 
^  Hide  this  ((juod  he)  that  it  be  not  iseen, 
And  when  thme  husband  is  to  bed  ygo, 
While  that  he  sleepeth  cut  his  throat  a-two,  5^ 

For  in  my  dream  it  is  ywam^  me 
How  that  my  nephew  shall  my  bane  ybe. 
But  which  I  n*ot,*  wherefore  I  will  be  sikcr;* 
If  thou  say  nav  we  two  shall  have  a  biker,' 
As  I  have  said,  by  him  that  I  have  sworn."  II 

This  Hypermnesur'  hath  nigh  her  wit  forlorn; 
And  for  to  pass  harmless  out  of  that  place, 
She  granted  him  ;  there  was  no  other  grace. 
And  therewithal  a  costrell*  taketh  he, 
And  said ;  ^  Hereof  a  draught  or  two,  or  three,     ^ 
Give  him  to  drinks  when  he  go'th  to  rest, 
And  he  shall  sleep  as  long  as  e'er  thee  lest,*^ 
The  ndrcotics  and  apies'*  be  so  strong; — 
And  go  thy  way,  lest  that  him  think  too  long.** 
Out  Cometh  the  bride,  and  with  full  sober  cheer,  65 
As  is  of  maidens  often  the  manntfre. 
To  chamber  brought  with  revel  and  with  song : 
And  shortly,  lest  Uiis  tal^  be  too  long, 
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^This  Lino  and  she  both  beer  brought  to  bed, 
And  every  wight  out  at  the  door  him  sped. 
The  nighl  is  wasted,  atid  he  fell  asleep  ; 
Full  tenderly  beginneth  she  to  weep  ; 
She  rist  her  up,  and  dreadfully  she  quaketh, 
As  doth  the  Iwanch  that  Zephyrus  yshaketb  \ 
And  hush'd  were  all  in  Aragon  that  citj. 
As  cold  as  any  &os(  now  waxoih  she, 
For  pity  by  the  heart  strain<5d  her  so. 
And  dread  of  death  doth  her  so  niuchi5  woe, 
Thai  tbriis  down  she  fell;  in  such  a  were' 
iShe  rist  her  up,  and  staggcreth  here  and  there. 
And  Of)  her  hand^s  fast^  lookcth  she  : 

"  Alas !  quod  she,  shall  my  hands  bloody  be  ! 
am  a  maiden,  and  by  my  natdrc, 
nd  by  my  semblant,  and  by  my  vesture, 
My  hand^s  be  not  shapen  for  a  knife, 
As  for  to  reven'  no  man  from  his  life  : 
What  devil  have  1  with  the  knife  to  do  ? 
And  shaU  I  have  my  throat  ycarvc  a-two? 
Then  shall  I  bleed,  alas  !  and  be  yshend  :' 
And  ncedfs  of  this  thing  must  have  an  end :  * 
Or  he  or  1  must  need^s  lose  our  lifi;. 
Now  ccrtes,  quod  she,  since  I  am  his  wife, 
And  hath  my  faith,  ^eC  is  it  bet  for  me 
"'-  10  be  dead  in  wifely  honesty, 

n  be  a  traitor  living  in  my  shame. 
Be  as  be  may,  for  eamesi  or  for  game, 
He  shall  awake,  and  rise  and  go  his  way 
Out  at  this  gutter  ere  that  it  be  day." 
And  wept  full  tenderly  upon  his  face, 
And  in  tier  ann^s  'gan  him  to  embrace,  I 

And  him  she  roggeth'  and  awakelh  soft ; 
And  at  the  window  leap'd  he  from  the  loft 
'When  she  hath  wamea  him  and  done  him  bote." 
ITiis  Lino  swift  ywas  and  light  of  foot. 
And  ^m  his  wife  he  ran  a  full  good  pace.  1 

This  silly  woman  is  so  weak,  alas ! 
And  helpless,  so  that  ere  she  far  yweni. 
Her  eniel  father  did  her  for  to  henl.' 
Alas,  Lino  !  why  art  thou  so  unkind  ? 
Viby  ne  hast  thou  remcmb'red  in  ihy  mmd  I 

•Wae — confusion,  ticwildermeiii,     •  R*vm— berravr,  lake  n* 
Tdund— dciln^'cd.    •  This  x 
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And  taken  her  and  led  her  forth  with  theej 
For  when  she  saw  that  gone  away  was  he, 
And  that  she  ne  might  not  so  fast  vgo, 
Ne  followen  him,  she  sat  down  rights  tho^ 
Till  she  was  caught  and  fett'red  in  pris<5n ; 
This  Tale  is  said  for  this  condusidn. 


US 


» Tho--then. 
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And  as  for  me,  though  that  I  can  but  lite,^ 

On  book^s  for  to  read  I  me  delight, 

And  to  them  give  I  faith  and  full  credence, 

And  in  mine  heart  have  them  in  reverence  5 

So  heartily,  that  there  is  gam^  none 

That  from  my  bookds  maketh  me  to  gone, 

But  it  be  seldom,  on  the  holy  day, 

Save  certainly  when  that  the  month  of  May 

Is  comen,  and  I  hear  the  fowlds  sing,  10 

And  that  the  flow'rds  'ginnen  for  to  spring, — 

Farewell  my  book  and  my  devotidn. 

Now  have  I  then  eke  this  conditidn. 

That  above  all  the  flow'rds  in  the  mead 

Then  love  I  most  these  flowVds  white  and  red,        15 

Such  that  men  callen  Daisies  in  our  town ; 

To  them  have  I  so  great  affectidn. 

As  I  said  erst,  when  comen  is  the  May, 

That  in  my  bed  there  daweth  me  no  day 

That  I  n'am  up  and  walking  in  the  mead  20 

To  see  this  flow'r  against  the  sunnd  spread. 

When  it  upriseth  early  by  the  morrow ; 

That  blissful  sight  softeneth  all  my  sorrow  ; 

So  glad  am  I  when  that  1  have  presence 

Of  it,  to  doen  it  all  reverence,  25 

As  she  that  is  of  all  flow'r^s  the  flow'r. 

Fulfilled  of  all  virtue  and  hondur, 

And  ever  alikd  fair  and  fresh  of  hue 

As  well  in  winter  as  in  summer  new; 

This  love  I  ever*,  and  shall  until  I  die,  30 

Al'*  swear  I  not  of  this,  1  will  not  lie. 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

>  Can  but  lite—know  but  little.    *  Al— although. 
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My  busy  ghost,*  that  thirsteth  alway  new 

To  see  this  flower  so  young,  so  fresh  of  hue, 

Constrained  me  with  so  greedy  desire 

That  in  mine  heart  I  feelen  yet  the  fire  35 

That  made  me  to  rise  ere  it  were  day, 

And  this  was  now  the  first  morrdw  of  May, 

With  dreadful^  heart  and  glad  devotidn 

For  to  be  at  the  resurrection 

Of  this  flow'r,  when  that  it  should  unclose  4<'> 

Against  the  sun,  that  rose  as  red  as  rose. 

That  in  the  breast  was  of  the  beast  that  day, 

That  Agenor^s  daughter*  led  away ; 

And  down  on  knees  anon  right  I  me  set. 

And  as  I  could  this  freshd  flow'r  I  grette,*  45 

Kneeling  alway  till  it  unclosed  was 

Upon  the  small,  and  soft,  and  sweet^  grass, 

That  was  with  flow^r^s  sweet  embroidered  aU, 

Of  such  sweetness  and  such  oddur  o'er  all 

That  for  to  speak  of  gumm^,  herb,  or  tree,  5^ 

Comparison  may  none  imakdd  be ; 

For  it  surmounteth  plainly  all  oddurs. 

And  of  rich  beauty  the  most  gay  of  flow'rs. 

Forgotten  had  the  earth  his  poor  estate 

Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mate,*  55 

And  with  his  sword  of  cold  so  sor^  grieved ; 

Now  hath  th'  attemper^  sun  all  that  relieved 

That  naked  was,  and  clad  it  new  a^n ; 

The  smalie  fowWs,  of  the  season  fam,^ 

That  of  the  panter*  and  the  net  been  'scaped,       ^ 

Upon  the  fowler  that  them  made  awhaped*. 

In  winter,  and  destroyed  had  their  brood, 

In  his  despite  them  thought  it  did  them  good 

To  sing  of  him,  and  in  their  song  despise 

The  fouie  churl  that  for  his  covetise  ^5 

Had  them  betrayed  with  his  sophistry.*® 

>  Ghost— spirit,  mind.  *  Dreadful— timid.  »  Agenor's  daogbttf 
— Europa.  *Grette— greeted.  *  Mate— cast  down.  •  Attempff-' 
temperate.  '  Fain — glad.  •  Panter — a  spedes  of  net,  •  Awbape» 
— <:onfounded.    *•  Sophistry — subtlety. 
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When  that  the  sun  out  of  the  south  'gan  west, 

And  that  this  flower  'gan  close  and  go  to  rest, 

For  darkness  of  the  night  the  which  she  drede, 

Home  to  mine  house  full  swiftly  I  me  speed 

To  go  to  rest,  and  early  for  to  rise  5 

To  sec  this  flow'r*  to  spread  as  I  devise;* 

And  in  a  Uttle  arbour  that  I  have, 

That  benched  was  of  turves  fresh  igrave,' 

I  bade  men  shoulden  me  my  couch^  make ; 

For  dainty'  of  the  new6  summer's  sake  10 

I  bade  them  strew^n  flow'r^s  on  my  bed. 

When  I  was  laid  and  had  mine  eyen  hed^ 

I  fell  asleep,  and  slept  an  hour  or  two, 

Me  met*  how  I  lay  m  the  meadow  tho* 

To  see  this  flow'r  that  I  lovd  so  and  dread ;  15 

And  from  afar  came  walking  in  the  mead 

The  god  of  Love,  and  in  his  hand  a  queen, 

And  she  was  clad  in  royal  habit  green, 

A  fret^  of  gold  she  haddd  next  her  hair. 

And  upon  that  a  white  cordun  she  bare  20 

With  norouns  small6,  and,  I  shall  not  lie. 

For  all  the  world  right  as  a  Daisy 

Icrown^  is,  with  whitd  leaves  lite," 

So  were  the  florouns  of  her  crown^  white  : 

For  of  one  pearls  fin^  oriental  25 

Her  white  coroun^  was  imak^d  all. 

For  which  the  white  coroun  above  the  green 

Ymade  her  like  a  Daisy  for  to  seen, 

'Devise — describe.  •  Igravc  —  cut.  'Dainty — value,  respect 
Hed— hidden.  *  Met— dreamed.  •  Tho— then.  '  Fret— band. 
Lite— smaU.  

*  The  Maigarete,  or  Daisy. 
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Considered  eke*  her  fret  of  g^ld  above. 

I  clothe  was  this  mighty  god  of  Love  jo 

In  silk  embroidered,  full  ofgreen^  greves,' 

In  which  there  was  a  fret  of  red  rose  leaves, 

The  freshest  since  the  world  was  first  begun ; 

His  gilt  hair  was  ycrown^  with  a  sun 

Instead  of  gold,  for  heaviness  and  weight,  35 

Therewith  methought  his  fac^  shone  so  bright 

That  well  unneth^s*  might  I  him  behold, 

And  in  his  hand  methought  I  saw  him  hold 

Two  fiery  dart^s  as  the  gled^*  red. 

And  dngelic  his  wingds  saw  I  spread ;  ifi 

And  all  be  that  men  say  that  bhnd  is  he, 

Algates^  me  thought  that  he  might  well  ysee ; 

For  stemely  on  me  he  'gan  behold, 

So  that  his  looking  doth  mine  hearth  cold ; 

And  by  the  hand  he  held  this  noble  <}ueen,  45 

Crown^  with  white,  and  clothed  all  m  green, 

So  womanly,  so  benign^  and  so  meek. 

That  in  this  world  though  that  men  woulden  seek, 

Half  her  beauty  ne  shoulden  they  not  find 

In  creature  that  yform^d  is  by  Kind.* 

*  Consid'red  eke  —  taking  also  into  consideration.    'Greves' 
groves.    >  Unnethes  —  scarcely.    *  Gledes  —  flames.    *  AJgaW  • 
nevertheless.    *  Kind— nature. 
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QUEEN     ANNELIDA 

AND  . 

FALSE   ARCITE. 


Ardte,  a  Theban  knight,  forsaketh  Queen  Annelida,  who  loved 
im  entirely  and  taketh  a  new  lady,  whereupon  Annelida  maketh 
lis  great  complaint. 


When  Theseus  with  warr^s  long  and  great 

The  aspre  *  folk  of  Scythia  hath  overcome, 

The  laurir  crowned,  in  his  carrd  goldd-beat' 

Home  to  his  country  houses  is  icome, 

For  which  the  people  blissful,  all  and  some, 

So  crieden  that  to  the  stars  it  went, 

And  him  t*  honduren  did  all  their  intent.  7 

Before  this  duke  in  sign  of  victory 
The  tromp^s  come,  and  in  his  banner  large 
Th*  imige  of  Mars ;  and  in  tok'n  of  glory 
Men  mighten  see  of  treasure  many'  a  charge, 
Many*  a  bright  helm,  and  many*  a  spear  and  targe. 
Many*  a  fresh  knight,  and  many*  a  blissful  rout 
On  horse  and  foot,  in  all  the  field  about.  14 

Hyppolita  his  wife,  the  hardy  Queen 
Of  Scythia,  that  he  conquered  had. 
With  Emelie  her  younge  sister  sheen,* 
Fair  in  a  car  of  gold  he  with  him  led. 
That  all  the  ground  about  her  car  she  spread 
With  brightness  of  the  beauty  in  her  face, 
Fulfilled  all  of  largess  *  and  of  grace.  2 1 

With  his  triumph  and  laurir  crowned  thus 
In  all  the  flow*r  of  Fortund  giving 
Let  I  this  noble  prince,  this  Theseus, 
Toward  Athen^s  in  his  way  riding, 
And  fond*  I  will  in  shortly  for  to  bring 
The  sly*  way  of  that  I  began  to  write 
Of  Queen  Annelida  and  false  Arcite.  28 

*  Aspre — rough.  '  Golde  beat — beaten,  or  manufactured,  gold. 
Sheen — shining.  *  Largess — bounty.  *  Fond— endeavour.  •  Sly 
-clever,  adroit. 
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Mars,  that  through  his  furious  course  of  ire, 
The  old^  wrath  of  Juno  to  fulfil, 
Hath  set  the  people's  heartds  both  on  fire 
Of  Thebes  and  Greece  evereach  other  to  kill 
With  bloody  spear^s,  rested  never  still. 
But  throng  now  here  now  there  among  them  b- 
That  evereach  other  slew,  so  were  they  wroth  r 

For  when  Amphiorax  and  Tydeus, 
Hippomedon  and  Parthenope'  also 
Were  dead,  and  slain  was  the  proud  Capaneus,^ 
And  when  the  wretched  Thebans  brethren  two- 
Were  slain,  and  King  Adrastus  home  ago, 
So  desolate  stood  Thebes  and  so  bare. 
That  no  wight  could*  remedy  of  his  care. 

And  when  that  the  old  Creon  'gan  espy 
How  that  the  blood  royal  was  brought  adown 
He  held  the  city  by  his  tyranny. 
And  did  the  gentles  of  that  regidn 
To  be  his  friendds  and  dwell  in  the  town ; 
So  what  for  love  of  him,  and  what  for  awe, 
The  noble  folk  were  to  the  town  idraw.'  49 

Among  all  these  Annelida  the  Queen 
Of  Ermonie  was  in  that  town^  dwelling. 
That  fairer  far  was  than  the  sunn^  sheen ; 
Throughout  the  world  so  'gan  her  name  to  sprio^^y 
That  her  to  see  had  every  wight  Hking, 
For  as  of  truth  ne  is  there  none  her  liche* 
Of  all  the  women  in  this  worlds  rich.  5^ 

Young  was  this  queen,  of  twenty  year^  old, 
Of  middle  stature,  and  of  such  fairness 
That  Nature  had  a  joy  her  to  behold ; 
And  for  to  speak^n  of  her  steadfastness. 
She  passed  hath  Penelope'  and  Lucrece ; 
And,  shortly,  if  she  shall  be  comprehended,* 
In  her  there  mighten  nothing  be  amended  ^3 

This  Theban  knight  Arcite'  eke,  soth  to  sain, 
Was  young,  and  therewithal  a  lusty  knight. 
But  he  was  double'  in  love  and  nothing  plain, 
And  subtle  in  that  craft  o'er  any  wight. 
And  with  his  cunning  won  this  lady  bright, 
For  so  farforth  he  'gan  her  truth  assure, 
That  she  him  trusteth  o'er  any  creature.  7® 

What  should  I  say  ?  she  loveth  Arcit^  so 
That  when  that  he  was  absent  any  throw* 

'Could  —  knew.     «  Idraw — drawn.    •  Lichc  —  like    *  Compr^ 
hended— taken  for  all  in  all.    *  Throw-  short  time 
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Anon  her  thought  her  hearth  burst  a-two, 

For  in  her  sight  to  her  he  bare  him  low, 

So  that  she  ween'd  have  all  his  heart  iknow  ;  ^ 

But  he  was  false,  it  n'as  but  feigndd  cheer, 

As  needeth  not  such  craft^s  men  to  lere.'  jy 

But  nevertheless  full  muchel  business 
Had  he  ere  that  he  might  his  lady  win, 
And  swore  that  he  would  dyen  for  distress, 
Or  from  his  wit  he  say^d  he  would  twin ; 
Alas  the  while  !  for  it  was  ruth  and  sin 
That  she  upon  his  sorrowds  would  rue  ; 
But  nothing  thinks  the  false  as  doth  the  true.       84 

Her  freedom  found  Arcite  in  such  mannere, 
That  all  was  his  that  she  hath,  much  or  lite, 
Ne  to  no  manner  creature  made  she  cheer 
Farther  than  as  it  likdd  to  Arcite  ; 
There  was  no  lack  with  which  he  might  her  wite  ;  ' 
She  was  so  farforth  given  him  to  please. 
That  all  that  likdd  him  did  her  to  ease.  91 

There  was  to  her  no  manner  letter  sent. 
That  touched  love,  from  any  manner  wight, 
That  she  ne  showed  him  ere  it  was  brent,* 
So  plain  she  was,  and  did  her  fuUd  might 
That  she  will  hiden  nothing  from  her  knight. 
Lest  he  of  any  untruth  her  upbraid ; 
Withouten  bode*  his  heartd  she  obey'd.  98 

And  eke  he  made  him  jealous  over  her, 
That  what  that  any  man  had  to  her  said. 
Anon  he  would  yprayen  her  to  swear 
What  was  that  word,  or  make  him  ill  apaid ;  • 
Then  weened  she  out  of  her  wit  have  braid  : '  ^ 
But  all  was  naught  but  sleight  ®  and  flattery  ; 
Withouten  love  he  feign<5d  jealousy.  105 

And  all  this  took  she  so  debonairly, 
That  all  his  will  her  thought  it  skilful  thing. 
And  e*er  the  longer  lov'd  him  tenderly, 
And  did  him  honour  as  he  were  a  king  ; 
Her  heart  was  to  him  wedded  with  a  rinj. 
For  so  farforth  on  truth  is  her  intent. 
That  where  he  goeth,  her  heart  with  him  went.     112 


*  His  heart  iknow— so  that  she  thought  she  knew  all  his  heart. 
Lere — men  need  not  leam  such  crafts.  '  Wite— upbraid.  *  Brent 
•burned.     *  Bode— delay.    •  Or  make  him  ill  apaid    or  he  would 

•  dissatisfied.     '  Braid— started-     *  Sleight— cunning. 

L  L  a 
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When  she  shall  eat,  on  him  is  so  her  thought, 
That  well  unneth^s  of  meat  took  she  keep,* 
And  when  that  she  was  to  her  rest  ybrought, 
On  him  she  thought  alway  till  that  she  sleep, 
When  he  was  absent  privily  doth  she  weep. 
Thus  liveth  fair  Annelida  the  queen 
For  false  Arcite,  that  did  her  all  this  tcnc* 

This  fcdse  Arcite,  of  his  newfangleness,* 
For  she  to  him  so  lowly  was  and  true, 
Ytook  less  dainty  *  for  her  steadfastness, 
And  saw  another  lady  proud  and  new, 
And  right  anon  he  clad  him  in  her  hue,* 
(Wote  I  not  whether  in  whit^,  red,  or  green,) 
And  fals^  •  feir  Annelida  the  queen. 

But  ne'erth^ess,  great  wonder  was  it  none 
Though  he  were  false,  for  't  is  the  kind  ^  of  man 
Sith  Lamech  was,  that  is  so  long  agone, 
To  be  in  love  as  false  as  e'er  he  can ; 
He  was  the  firsts  father  that  began 
To  loven  two,  and  was  in  bigamy  ; — 
And  he  found  tenths  first,  but  if*  men  lie.  r 

This  false  Arcite  somewhat  need  must  feign 
When  he  was  false,  to  coveren  his  traitory, 
Right  as  a  horse  that  can  both  bite  and  plain,' 
For  he  bare  her  in  hand  *^  of  treachery. 
And  swore  he  could  her  doubleness  espy, 
And  all  was  falseness  that  she  to  him  meant ; 
Thus  swore  this  thief,  and  forth  his  way  he  went  i^' 

Alas  !  what  hearth  might  enduren  it 
For  ruth  or  woe  her  sorrow  for  to  tell. 
Or  what  man  hath  the  cunning  or  the  wit. 
Or  what  man  might  within  the  chamber  dwell. 
If  I  to  him  rehearsen  shall  the  hell 
That  sufPreth  fair  Annelida  the  queen, 
For  false  Arcite,  that  did  her  all  this  tene  ?*         \^7 

She  weepeth,  waileth,  swooneth,  piteously ; 
To  ground  as  dead  she  falleth  as  a  stone  ; 
She  crampisheth  "  her  limb^  crookedly ; 
She  speaketh  as  her  wit  were  all  agone  ; 
Other  coldur  than  ashen  hath  she  none, 

'  Unnethes  took  keep — scarcely  regarded  her  food.  'Tene-- 
sorrow,  gnef.  '  Newfangleness — inconstancy.  *  Less  dainty— the 
less  valued  her  steadfastness.  *  In  her  hue— Pressed  himself  in  her 
colours.  •  Falsed— betrayed.  '  Kind— nature.  *  But  if— unless. 
»  Plain— complain.  "  Bear  in  hand— to  accuse.  "  Crampisheth 
— contracts  violently,  as  with  the  cramp. 
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Ne  other  word  speak'th  she  much  or  lite, 

But  "  Mercy,  cruel  hearth  mine,  Arcite !  *'  154 

«  «  «  «  « 

Example'  of  this,  ye  thrifty  women  all, 
Take  heed^  of  Annelida'  and  false  Arcite, 
That  for  her  list  ^  him  her  dear  hearth  call. 
And  was  so  meek,  therefore  he  lov'd  her  lite  ;* 
The  kind  '  of  mannas  heart  is  to  delight 
On  thing  that  strange  is,  (all  so  God  me  save,) 
For  what  they  may  not  get,  that  would  they  have.  161 

Now  turn^  we  t'  Annelida  again 
That  pineth  day  by  day  in  languishing ; 
But  when  she  saw  that  her  ne  got  no  gain, 
Upon  a  day  full  sor'fully  weeping, 
She  cast  her  for  to  make  a  complaining, 
And  with  her  own^  hand  she  'gan  it  write. 
And  sent  it  to  her  Theban  knight  Arcite.  168 


THE  COMPLAINT  OF  ANNELIDA  TO   FALSE  ARCITE. 

"  So  thirled  *  with  the  point  of  remembrance 
The  sword  of  sorrow,  whet  with  false  pleasdnce. 
Mine  hearth  bare  of  bliss  and  black  of  hue. 
That  turned  is  to  quaking  all  my  dance, 
My  surety  in  wap^d*  countenance. 
Since  it  availeth  nothing  to  be  true. 
For  whoso  true  is,  cert<5s  it  shall  her  rue 
That  serveth  Love,  and  doth  her  Observance 
Alway  to  one,  and  changeth  for  no  new.  i  yy 

I  wot  mvself  as  well  as  any  wight. 
For  I  lov'd  one  with  all  mine  heart  and  might. 
More  than  myself  a  hundred  thousand  sith,^ 
And  called  him  my  hearths  life,  my  knight. 
And  was  all  his  as  far  as  it  was  right, 
And  when  that  he  was  glad  then  was  I  blithe. 
And  his  disease  ywas  my  death  as  swith,^ 
.'Vnd  he  again  his  truth  hath  to  me  plight 
For  evermore  his  lady  me  to  kithe.*  186 

Now  is  he  false,  alas  !  and  caus^ess, 
And  of  my  woe  he  is  so  ruth<51ess 
That  with  a  word  him  list  not  onds  deign 
To  bring  again  my  sorr'wful  heart  in  peace. 
For  he  is  caught  up  in  another  lease  ;  * 

'  For  her  list— because  she  pleased.     *  Lite  — little.     '  Kind- 
Ature.     *  Thirled  —  pierced.     *  Waped— stupefied.     •  Silh— -times. 
Swith — quickly.     ^  kithe— acknowledge.    *  I  .ease — net. 
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Right  as  him  list  he  laugheth  at  my  pain, 
And  I  ne  can  mine  hearth  not  resiram 
For  to  love  him  yet  alway  nevertheless,^ 
And  of  all  this  I  n'ot  ^  to  whom  to  plain* 

And  should  I  plain,  alas  the  hard^  stoiind!' 
Unto  my  foe  that  gave  mine  heart  a  wound, 
And  yet  desireth  that  mine  harm  be  more  ? 
Now  cert^s  farther  will  I  never  fond  ' 
None  other  help  my  sords  for  to  sound,* 
My  Destiny  hath  shaped  so  full  yore, 
I  will  no  other  medicine  ne  lore, 
I  will  be  aye  there  1  was  on^s  bound  : — 
That  I  have  said,  be  said  for  evermore.  ^ 

Alas  !  where  is  become  your  gentleness, 
Your  word^s  full  of  pleasdnce  and  humbleness. 
Your  6bservance  in  so  low  a  mannere, 
Your  awaiting,  and  eke  your  business 
On  me,  that  ye  then  call^  your  mistress. 
Your  sovereign  lady  in  this  worlds  here  ? 
Alas !  is  there  now  neither  word  ne  cheer 
Ye  vouchsafen  upon  mine  heaviness  ? 
Alas  !  your  love  1  buy  it  all  too  dear ! 

Now  cert^s,  sweet  Arcit^ !  though  that  ye 
Thus  causeless  the  rueful  cause  ybe 
Of  all  my  pine  and  deadl/  adversity. 
Your  manly  reason  ought  it  to  respfte 
To  slay  your  sothfast  *  friend,  and  namely  me, 
Which  that  have  never  yet  in  no  degree 
Offended  you  in  aught,  as  wisly*  he 
That  all  things  wot,  of  woe  my  soul^  quite.' 

But  for  1  was  so  plain  to  thee  Arcite 
In  all  my  words  and  work^s  much  and  lite. 
And  was  so  busy  aye  you  to  delight, 
(Mine  honour  only  save)  meek,  kind,  and  free^ 
Therefore,  Arcite,  ye  put  in  me  this  wite  :  • 
Alas  !  alas  !  ye  recken  *  not  a  mite 
Though  that  the  piercing  sword  of  sorrow  bite 
My  woful  heart  thorough  your  cruelty. 

My  sweet^  foe  !  why  do  ye  so  for  shame  } 
And  thinken  ye  that  farthered  be  your  name 
To  lovcn  anew  and  be  untni^  aye. 
And  putten  you  in  slander  now  and  blame, 
And  do  to  me  adversity  and  grame  '® 

-  N'ot— ne  wot,  know  not.  •  Harde  stound— hard  case.  *  Fond 
— seek  for,  endeavour.  *  Sound — make  whole,  cure.  *  Sothfast— 
firmly  true.  «  Wisly — truly,  ^  Quite  —  requite.  •  WUc — bkme. 
*  Recken — care.     ^  Grame^grief. 
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That  love  you  most,  God  thou  wot'st  alway  ? 

Yet  turn  again,  and  yet  be  plain  some  day, 

And  then  shall  this  that  now  is  miss  be  game, 

And  all  forgiven  whiles  I  live  may.  238 

Lo,  hearth  mine !  all  this  is  for  to  sain. 
As  whether  shall  I  pray  or  ell^s  plain  ? 
Which  is  the  way  to  do  you  to  be  true  ? 
For  either  must  I  have*you  in  my  chain, 
Or  with  the  death  ye  must  depart  us  twain, 
There  be  none  other  mean  ne  way^s  new, 
For  God  so  wisly  *  on  my  soul^  rue 
As  verily  ye  slay  me  with  the  pain. 
That  may  ye  see  unfeigned  on  my  hue.  247 

For  thus  farforth  have  I  my  death  ysought. 
Myself  I  murder  with  my  privy  thought ; 
For  sorrow*  and  ruth  of  your  unkind^ness 
I  weep,  I  wail,  I  fast  ;  all  helpeth  naught ; 
I  void  all  joy  that  is  to  speak  of  aught, 
I  void  all  company,  I  fly  gladness  : 
Who  may  avaunt  her  bet  ^^  of  heaviness 
Than  I  ?  and  to  this  plight  have  ye  me  brought 
Withouten  guilt ;  me  needeth  no  witness. »  256 

And  should  I  pray  and  waiven  womanhead  } ' 
Nay,  rather  death  than  do  so  foul  a  deed ; 
And  ask  mercy  and  guilt^less  ?  what  need  ? 
And  if  that  I  complain  what  life  I  lead 
You  recketh  not,  that  know  I  out  of  drede ;  * 
And  if  I  unto  you  mine  oathds  bid 
For  mine  excuse,  a  scorn  shall  be  my  meed  ;  * 
Your  cheer  yflow  reth  but  it  will  not  seed ; 
Full  long  ago  1  might  have  taken  heed  :  265 

For  though  I  had  you  to-morrow  again, 
I  might  as  well  hold  Aprilis  from  rain 
As  holden  you  to  maken  you  steadfdst : 
Almighty  God !  of  truth  the  sovdrcign. 
Where  is  the  truth  of  man }  who  hath  it  slain  ? 
She  that  them  loveth,  shall  them  find  as  fast. 
As  in  a  tempest  is  a  rotten  mast. 
Is  that  a  tame  beast  that  is  ever  fain  • 
To  run  away  when  he  is  least  aghast  ?  274 

Now  mercy,  sweet  Arcite  !  if  I  missay ; 
Whether  have  I  aught  said  out  of  the  way 

;  Wisly— truly.  •  Bet— better.  '  Waiven  womanhead  — put  off 
'  womanhood.  *  Drede  —  doubt.  *  Meed  —  reward,  •  Fain  — 
id. 
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I  n'ot ; '  my  wit  is  wasted  all  away : 

I  fare  as  doth  the  song  of  chant^pleur/ 

For  now  I  plain  '  and  now  again  I  play ; 

I  am  so  masdd  that  I  dey,  I  dey  ;* 

Arcite,  Arcite,  hath  borne  away  Uie  key 

Of  all  my  weal  and  my  good  dventure :  282 

For  in  this  world  there  ne  is  no  creature 
Walking,  alas  !  in  more  discomfiture 
Than  1,  ne  that  more  sorrow  doth  endure : 
For  if  1  sleep  a  furlong  way  or  tway, 
Then  thinketh  me  anon  that  your  figtire 
Suppliant  before  me  stant  clad  in  azilre^ 
Ready  eft  *  to  profer  a  new  assure  • 
For  to  be  true,  and  mercy  me  to  pray.  39^ 

The  long^  night  this  wonder  sight  I  drie,' 
That  on  the  day  for  such  affray  I  die ; 
And  of  all  this  right  naught  iwis  ye  retch ;  * 
Ne  nevermore  mine  eyen  two  be  dry; 
And  to  your  ruth  and  to  your  truth  1  cry, 
But  welaway !  too  far  be  they  to  fetch 
Thus  holdeth  me  my  destiny  a  wretch ; 
But  me  to  rede  •  out  of  this  drede  or  gye  '** 
Ne  may  my  wit  (so  weak  is  it)  not  stretch.         299 

Then  end  I  thus,  sith  I  may  do  no  more, 
I  give  it  up  for  now  and  evermore, 
For  I  shall  never  eft  *  putten  in  balince 
My  sikemess,**  ne  learn  of  love  the  lore, 
But  as  the  swan,  I  have  heard  say  full  yore," 
Against  his  death  will  sing  in  his  penance. 
So  sing  I  here  the  destiny  and  chance 
How  that  Arcite  Annelida  so  sore 
Hath  thrilled  with  the  point  of  remembrance."     y» 

When  that  Annelida,  this  woful  queen, 
Hath  of  her  hand  ywritten  in  this  wise, 
With  face  all  dead,  betwixen  pale  and  green, 
She  fell  a  swoon,  and  sith  ^*  she  'gan  to  rise. 
And  unto  Mars  avowcth  sacrifice 
Within  the  temple,  with  a  sorrdwful  cheer, 
That  shapen  was  as  ye  may  plainljT  hear.  3*5 

*  N'ot— ne  wot,  know  not.  *  Chantepleur.  chant  et pieur—SiXiZ^^i 
and  weeping  at  the  same  time.  '  Plain — complain.  *  I  dey— 1  ^^ 
so  l)ewildered  that  I  die !  I  die!  *  Eft— afterwards.  *Assiirej 
assurance.  '  Drie — endure,  suffer.  «  Iwis  ye  retch— truly  you  heed. 
"  Rede — counsel.  '®  Drede  or  gye — but  to  ad\ise  or  conduct  me 
out  of  this  doubt.  "  Sikemess—safety.  "  Full  yore— long  ago. 
*'  Sith— afterwards. 
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.  or  an  Brbour  in  a  grore  leclb  s  great  com- 

&aFkDigblsanil  ladies  in  adnnce  upon  ihe  green  gnut,  ihewlmh 
T  ended  they  aU  kneel  Sowa  and  do  honour  lo  Ibc  daity.  some 
e  Flower  and  ttyrne  to  the  Leaf:  afterward  this  sentlcwoman 
leunctb  b]'  one  of  ihesc  ladles  the  meaninE  hereof,  which  it  this  ; 
Ihe*  wbicb  boDour  llie  Flower,  a  thing  fading  mih  every  lilasi.  are 
null  wlook  after  beauty  and  ■'orldlypleBsurei  but  they  that  honour 
ibe  Leaf,  wblch  nbideth  with  tbe  root  notwithstanding  ihc  frwis  and 
■rimer  «onns,  are  they  which  follow  virtue  and  dniing  qualities,  with 
uul  regard  of  woridly  mpecll. 


When  that  Phcebus  his  chair  of  gold  so  high 
[  Had  whirled  up  ihe  starry  sky  alofl, 
I  Antl  in  ihe  BuH  was  cnicr'H  ccrtninly. 
I  When  shnw'r^  sDic'  nf  rain  descended  soft, 
I  Causing  the  ground  fel^*  times  and  oft 
r  Up  for  lo  give  many  a  wholesome  air, 
h  And  every  plaint  was  ydoth<5d  fair 

'  Sotc-  sweet.    *  Fele— mony. 
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With  new^  green,  and  maketh  small^  flovr'n 
To  springen  here  and  there  in  field  and  mea4 
So  very  good  and  wholesome  be  the  show'rs, 
That  they  renewen  that  was  old  and  dead 
In  winter  time,  and  out  of  every  seed 
Springeth  the  herW,  so  that  every  wigfat 
Of  this  seasdn  waxeth  right  glad  and  light;         U 

And  I  so  glad^  of  the  season  sweet, 
Was  happed  thus ;  upon  a  certain  night 
As  I  lay  in  my  bed,  sleep  full  unmeet* 
Was  unto  me,  but  why  that  I  ne  might 
Rest  I  ne  wist,  for  there  n*as'  earthly  wight 
(As  I  suppose)  had  more  of  hearths  ease 
Than  I,  for  I  n'ad^  sickness  nor  disease;  ^i 

Wherefore  I  marvel  greatly  of  myself 
That  I  so  long  withouten  sleep^  lay. 
And  up  I  rose  three  hour^s  after  twelfe, 
About  the  springing  of  the  gladsome  day, 
And  on  I  put  my  gear  and  mine  array. 
And  to  a  pleasant  grove  I  'gan  to  pass 
Long  ere  the  bright^  sun  uprisen  was ;  *^ 

In  which  were  oak^s  great,  straight  as  a  line, 
Under  the  which  the  grass  so  fresh  of  hue 
Was  newly  sprung,  and  an  eight  foot  or  nine 
Ev^ry  tree  well  from  his  fellow  grew. 
With  branches  broad  laden  with  leaves  new, 
That  sprungen  out  against  the  sunn^  sheen,* 
Some  very  red,  and  some  a  glad  light  green,        35 

Which  (as  me  thought)  was  a  right  pleasant  sight; 
And  eke  the  bird^s  song^s  for  to  hear 
Would  have  rejoiced  any  earthly  wight. 
And  I,  that  could  not  yet  in  no  mannere 
Hearen  the  nightingale  of  all  the  year, 
Full  busily  heark'ned  with  heart  and  ear 
If  I  her  voice  perceive  could  any  where :  ^ 

And  at  the  last  a  path  of  little  brede^ 
I  found,  that  greatly  had  not  us^d  be, 
For  it  forgrowcn  was  with  grass  and  weed, 
That  well  unneth^s*  a  wight  might  it  see. 
Thought  I,  this  path  some  whither  go'th  pardie; 
And  so  I  followed  till  it  me  brought 
To  a  right  pleasant  arbour  well  y wrought,  ^ 

*  Unmeet  —  unfitting,  unwelcome.  •  N'as — ne  was,  was  ^ 
»  N  ad — ne  had,  had  not.  *  Sheen — shining.  *  Bredc— breadtn- 
•  Unnethcs — scarcely. 
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Which  that  benched  was,  and  with  turves  new 
Freshly  turv^d,  whereof  the  green^  grass 
So  small,  so  thick,  so  short,  so  fresh  of  hue, 
That  most  like  to  green  wool  wot  I  it  was ; 
The  hedge  also,  that  yeden  ^  iq  compass. 
And  closed  in  all^  the  green  arbere,^ 
With  sycamore  was  set  and  eglantere  56 

Within,  in  fere'  so  well  and  cunningly. 
That  every  branch  and  leaf  grew  by  measdre 
Plain  as  a  board,  of  a  height  by  and  by:* 
I  saw  nev^r  a  thing  (I  you  insure) 
So  well  ydone,  for  he  that  took  the  cure* 
It  for  to  make  (I  trow)  did  all  his  pain 
To  make  it  pass  all  those  that  men  have  seen.        63 

And  shapen  was  this  arbour  roof  and  all 
As  is  a  pretty  parlour,  and  also 
The  hedge  as  thick  as  is  a  castle  wall. 
That  who  that  hst  without  to  stand  or  go, 
Though  he  would  all  day  pryen  to  and  fro, 
He  should  not  see  if  there  were  any  wight 
Within  or  no,  but  one  within  well  might  70 

Perceive  all  those  that  yeden  *  there  without 
Into  the  field,  that  was  on  every  side 
Cover'd  with  com  and  grass,  that  out  of  doubt 
Though  one  would  seeken  all  the  worldd  wide. 
So  rich  a  fields  could  not  be  espied 
Upon  no  cost,  as  of  the  quantity, 
For  of  all^  good  thing  there  was  plenty.  77 

And  I,  that  all  these  pleasant  sightds  see, 
Thought  suddenly  I  felt  so  sweet  an  air 
Of  the  eglantere,  that  certainly 
There  is  no  heart  I  deem  in  such  despair, 
Ne  yet  with  thoughtes  froward  and  contraire 
So  overlaid,  but  it  should  soon  have  bote* 
If  it  had  on^s  felt  this  savour  sote.^  84 

And  as  I  stood  and  cast  aside  mine  eye, 
I  was  Vare  of  the  fairest  medlar  tree 
That  ever  yet  in  all  my  life  I  sec, 
As  full  of  blossomes  as  it  might  be, 
Therein  a  goldfinch  leaping  prettily 
From  bough  to  bough,  and  as  him  list  he  eat 
Here  and  there  of  budd^s  and  flow'r^s  sweet.  91 

'  Yeden— went.  'Arbere— arbour.  *  In  fere — together.  *  By 
nd  by  —  close  to  each  other.  *  Cure  —  care.  •  Bote  —  help, 
smedy.    '  Sotc— sweet. 
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And  to  the  arbour  side  was  adjoining 
This  fairest  tree  of  which  I  have  you  told, 
And  at  the  last  the  bird  began  to  sing, 
When  he  had  eaten  what  he  eaten  would, 
So  passing  sweetly  that  by  many  fold 
It  was  more  pleasant  than  I  could  devise. 
And  when  his  song  was  ended  in  this  wise^ 

The  nightingale  with  so  merry  a  note 
Answered  him,  that  all  the  wood  yrung 
So  suddenly,  that  as  it  were  a  sot  ^ 
I  stood  astonied,  and  was  with  the  song 
Thorough  ravished,  that  till  late  and  long 
I  no  wist  in  what  place  I  was,  ne  where. 
Again  methought  she  sung  e'en  by  mine  ear.      105 

Wherefore  I  waited*  about  busily 
On  every  side  if  I  her  might  see. 
And  at  the  last  I  'gan  full  well  espy 
Where  she  sat  in  a  fresh  green  laurel  tree, 
On  the  farther  side  even  right  by  me. 
That  gave  so  passing  a  delicious  smell, 
According  to  the  eglantere  full  well :  '^- 

Whereof  I  had  so  inly  great  pleasire, 
As  methought  I  surely  ravfsh^d  was 
Into  Paradise,  wherein  my  desire 
Was  for  to  be,  and  no  farther  to  pass 
As  for  that  day,  and  on  the  sot^'  grass 
I  sat  me  down,  for  as  for  mine  intent 
The  birdds  song  was  more  convenient  ^*9 

And  more  pleasant  to  me  by  many  fold 
Than  meat  or  drink,  or  any  other  thing ; 
Thereto  the  arbour  was  so  fresh  and  cold. 
The  wholesome  savours  eke  so  comforting. 
That,  as  I  deemed,  sith  the  beginning 
Of  the  world  was  never  seen  ere  then  . 

So  pleasant  a  ground  of  none  earthly  man.  *^ 

And  as  I  sat  the  bird<5s  hearkening  thus, 
Methought  that  I  heard  voices  suddenly, 
The  most  sweetest  and  most  delicidus 
That  ever  any  wight  I  trow  truely 
Hearden  in  their  Hfe,  for  the  harmony 
And  sweet  accord  was  in  so  good  musick, 
That  the  voices  to  angels  most  were  like.  *33 

*  Sot,  Fr.  —  a  stupefied  person,  a  fool.    •  Waited  —  watchrf. 
'  Sole — sweet. 
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Al  Ihe  last  out  of  a  grove  even  by, 
,'hai  was  right  goixlly  and  pkasdnt  10  sight) 
saw  where  there  came  singing  lustily 
k  world  of  ladies,  but  to  tell  aright 
Their  beauty  great  lieth  not  in  my  might. 
Nor  their  array;  nevertheless  1  shall 
Tell  you  a  pan,  though  1  speak  not  of  alL  140 

_..  .  s'  while  of  velvet  well  fitting 

They  weren  clad,  aod  the  seam^s  each  one, 
Is  it  weren  a  manner  garnishing, 
Was  set  with  emeraudiis  one  and  one 
By  and  by,'  but  many  a  rich^  stone 
Was  SCI  on  the  purfiltfs'  out  of  doubt 
Of  colours,  sleeves,  and  irainds,  round  about;        147 

As  of  great  pcnrltfs  round  and  orient, 
And  diamond^s  line  and  rubies  red. 
And  many  other  stone  of  which  I  went* 
The  nam^s  now ;  and  evereach  on  her  head 
A  rich  fret  of  gold,  which  withouien  drede* 
V^as  full  of  stately  rich  stones  set. 
And  cv(ry  lady  had  a  chap^let'  1 54 

On  their  head^s  of  branches  fresh  and  green, 
So  well  ywrought,  and  so  marvelously. 
That  it  was  a  right  noble  sight  to  seen, 
Some  of  laurel,  and  some  full  pleasantly 
iHad  chap^eis  of  woodbind,  and  sadly' 
Some  of  agnus  castus  wore  also, 
Chaplets  fresh  ;  but  there  «-crc  many  of  tho'        161 

That  danced  and  eke  sung  full  soberly, 
"      all  they  yede'  in  manner  of  complss : 
one  there  yede  in  mid  the  company 
:  Sole  by  herself;  but  all  foUow'd  the  pscc 
Thai  she  kept,  whose  heavenly  tigilr^d  fnce 
So  pleasant  was,  and  her  well  shnp'd  pcrsi^n, 
Thai  of  beauty  she  pass'd  them  cvercachone,         168 

And  more  richly  beseen  by  manjfold 
!o  m  every  manner  thing, 
Upon  her  head  full  pleasant  to  behold 
A  corogn  of  gold,  rich  for  any  king, 
'A  branch  of  agnus  castus  ckc  bearing 
In  her  hand,  and  to  my  sight  iru^ly 
She  Udy  was  of  all  the  company.  175 

•  Siinroot — uppCT  jarmenl,  lurtle.    '  By  and  by — clow  logetber, 
'  Pur15Jr»— wioiighl  edj;«.    •  Went — for  want  I*  rhythnlol  con- 
HuffUM).    •  Dnidv— doubi,    ■  Chapdet— wreath.     'Sadly— care- 
•  TIm— ihoK.    '  Vede— went. 
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And  she  began  a  roundel  lustily, 
That  "  Sus  Ufoyle  de  vert  may  "  men  call 
"  Sine  et  monjoly  caeur  est  endormy;^ 
And  then  the  company  answer^  all 
With  voices  sweet  entuned  and  so  small, 
That  methought  it  the  sweetest  melody 
That  ever  I  heard  in  my  life  sothly.*  i8j 

And  thus  they  all  came  dancing  and  singing 
Into  the  midd^s  of  the  mead  eachone 
Before  the  arbour  where  I  was  sitting : 
And  God  wot  I  thought  I  was  well  begone, 
For  then  I  might  avise*  them  one  by  one 
Who  fairest  was,  who  best  could  dance  or  sing, 
Or  who  most  womanly  was  in  all  thing.  i8< 

They  had  not  danc^  but  a  little  throw,* 
When  that  I  heard  not  far  off  suddenly 
So  great  a  noise  of  thundering  trumpets  blow, 
As  though  it  should  have  departed  the  sky. 
And  after  that  within  a  while  I  sie* 
From  the  same  grove  where  the  ladies  came  out 
Of  men  of  arm^s  coming  such  a  rout,  *9 

As  all  men  on  earth  had  been  assembled, 
On  that  place  well  hors^  for  the  non^* 
Stirring  so  fast  that  all  the  earth  trembled; 
But  for  to  speak  of  riches  and  stones, 
And  men  and  horse,  I  trow  the  larg^  won^* 
Of  Prester  John,  ne  all  his  treasury. 
Might  not  unneth  ^  have  bought  the  tenth  party.  2C 

Of  their  array  whoso  list  to  hear  more 
I  shall  rehearse  so  as  I  can  a  lite," 
Out  of  the  grove  that  I  spake  of  before, 
I  saw  come  first,  all  in  their  cloak<5s  white, 
A  company  that  wore  for  their  delight 
Chap^lets  fresh  of  oak^s  serial* 
But  newly  sprung,  and  trumpets  wore  they  all :    • 

On  every  trump  hanging  a  broad  bannere 
Of  fine  tartarium,**^  full  richly  bete :" 
Every  trumpet  his  lordds  arm^s  bear 
About  their  neck^s,  with  great  pearlds  set, 
CoUards  broad,  for  cost  they  would  not  let," 
As  it  would  seem,  for  their  'scutcheons  eachone 
Were  set  about  with  many  a  precious  stone. 

*  Sothly— truely.  •A\'ise— consider.  '  Throw— time.  ** 
saw.  *  For  the  nones — for  the  occasion.  •  Woncs — stores.  ' 
neth— scarcely.  *  A  lite— a  liule,  shortly.  •  Serial— se\cral.  div 
»o  Tartarium— a  fine  silk.  "  Bete— wrought,  prepared.  "  L 
spare. 


THE  FLOWER  AND   THE  LEAF.       527 

Their  horses'  harness  was  all  white  also ; 
And  after  them  next  in  one  company 
Camen  kings  at  arm^s  and  no  mo, 
In  cloak^s  of  white  cloth  with  gold  richly, 
Chaplets  of  green^  on  their  heads  on  high, 
The  crown^s  that  they  on  their  'scutcheons  bare 
Were  set  with  pearl,  and  ruby,  and  saphere,  224 

And  eke  great  diamond^s  many  one ; 
But  all  their  horse-harness  and  other  gear 
Was  in  a  suit  according  evereachone. 
As  ye  have  heard  the  foresaid  trumpets  were, 
And  by  seeming  they  were  nothing  to  lere,* 
And  their  guiding  they  did  so  mannerly ; 
And  after  them  came  a  great  company  231 

Of  herald<5s  and  poursuivantds  eke, 
Array^  in  clothds  of  white  velvet, 
And  hardily'  they  were  nothing  to  seek 
How  they  on  them  shoulden  the  harness  set, 
And  every  man  had  on  a  chap<51et, 
'Scutcheonds  and  eke  horse-harness  in  deed 
They  had  in  suite'  of  them  that  'fore  them  yede.*  238 

Next  after  these  appear  in  armour  bright, 
All  save  their  headds,  seemly  knightds  nine, 
And  every  clasp  and  nail,  as  to  my  sight. 
Of  their  harness  were  of  red  gold  so  fine. 
With  cloth  of  gold,  and  furrdd  with  ermine, 
Were  the  tappourds*  of  their  steedds  strong, 
Both  wide  ana  large,  that  to  the  ground  did  hong.    245 

And  every  boss  of  bridle  and  peytrel  • 
That  they  had  on  was  worth,  as  I  would  ween,^ 
A  thousand  pound ;  and  on  their  headds  well 
Dressdd  were  crownds  of  the  laurel  green. 
The  best  ymadc  that  ever  I  had  seen  : 
And  every  knight  had  after  him  riding 
Three  henchmen*  still  upon  him  awaiting.  352 

Of  which  cver>'  first,  on  a  short  truncheon 
His  lordds  helmet  bore  so  richly  dight, 
That  the  worst  of  them  was  worth  the  ransdm 
Of  any  king  ;  the  second,  a  shield  bright 
Bare  at  his  back ;  the  third  barcn  upright 
A  mighty  spear,  full  sharp  yground  and  keen. 
And  evdry  child  wore  of  leavds  green  259 

'  Nothing  to  lere — they  had  nothing  to  learn ;  they  were  fully 
Icilled.  •  Hardily — certainly.  '  In  suite — after  the  same  fashion, 
inifonnly.  *  Yede— went.  *  Tappourcs— trappings.  •  Pe>'trel-  a 
Kxrse's  breast-plate.     '  Ween— guess.    *  Henchmen— pages. 
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A  fresh  chaplet  upon  his  hair^s  bright ; 
And  cloak^s  white  of  fine  velvet  they  ware, 
Their  steed^s  trapp^  and  array^  nght, 
Withouten  difference  as  their  lord^s  were ; 
And  after  them  on  man/  a  fresh  courser 
There  caxhe  of  armed  knight^s  such  a  rout, 
That  they  bespread  the  l^gd  field  about 

And  all  they  waren,  after  their  degrees, 
Chapp^ets  new,  or  made  of  laurel  green, 
Or  some  of  oak,  or  some  of  other  trees. 
Some  in  their  hand^s  bar^n  boughes  sheen,' 
Some  of  laurir,  and  some  of  oak^s  been, 
Some  of  hawthorn,  and  some  of  the  woodbind, 
And  many  more  which  I  have  not  in  mind. 

And  so  they  came  their  horses  freshly  stirring 
With  bloody  sounds  of  their  trumpets  loud. 
There  saw  I  many*  an  uncouth*  disguising 
In  the  array  of  thilk^  knight^s  proud ; 
|.  And  at  the  last  as  evenly  as  they  could, 

j|||i,  They  took  their  place  in  midd^s  of  the  mead, 

And  every  knight  turned  his  horse's  head 

j  To  his  felldw,  and  lightly  laid  a  spear 

Into  the  rest,  and  so  joust^s  began 
»  On  ev'ry  part  abouten  here  and  there  : 

\ '  Some  brake  his  spear,  some  threw  down  horse  and  m 

»;■ .  About  the  field  astray  the  steed^s  ran ; 

^  I  And  to  behold  their  rule  and  governance, 

I  you  ensure  it  was  a  great  pleasince. 

And  so  the  joust^s  last  an  hour  and  more, 
But  those  that  crowned  were  in  laurel  green 
Did  win  the  prize ;  their  dint^'  were  so  sore 
That  there  was  none  against  them  might  sustain; 
And  the  jousting  all  was  left  off  clean ; 
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11'  And  from  their  horse  the  nine  alight  anon, 

!',  And  so  did  all  the  remnant  evereachone. 

It. 
:'  And  forth  they  yede*  together  twain  and  twain, 

1 :  That  to  behold  it  was  a  worthy  sight, 

Towdrd  the  ladies  on  the  green^  plain, 

That  sung  and  danced,  as  I  said  now  right ; 

The  ladies  as  soon  as  they  goodly  might. 

They  braken  off  both  the  song  and  dance. 

And  yede*  to  meet  them  with  full  glad  semblince. 

'  Sheen  —  shining.    •  Uncouth  —  rare,  uncommon.    *  Dii 
strokes.    *  Yede — went. 
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And  every  lady  look  fiill  womanly 
By  ibe  hand  a  knight,  and  so  forth  they  yede' 
Unto  a  fair  lauri-l  that  stood  fast  by, 
With  leaves  laid,  the  bough^s  of  great  brcde ; ' 
And  to  my  doom*  ihcrc  never  was  indeed 
A  mxn  that  had  seen  half  so  fair  a  tree. 
For  underncJih  ii  there  might  well  have  be 
A  hundred  persons  at  their  own  picasdnce 
ShadowM  from  the  heat  of  Phcebua  bnght. 
So  that  they  shoulden  have  felt  no  grievance 
Neither  for  rain,  nor  hail,  that  them  hurt  might : 
H  The  savour  eke  rejoice  would  any  wight 
^^Thnt  had  been  sick  or  mclancholious, 
^V3l  W3$  so  very  good  and  virtuous. 
^P     And  with  great  rcv'rence  they  inclinifd  low 
I       Vnto  the  ircc  so  sote*  and  fair  of  hue, 
And  after  that  within  a  little  throw,'' 
The)*  jll  began  to  sing  and  dance  of  new;' 
Some  sung  of  love,  some  plaining  of  uniruc, 
Environing  the  tree  that  stood  upright : 
And  ever  yede'  a  lady  and  a  knight. 

And  at  the  last  1  cast  mine  eye  aside, 
And  was  'ware  of  a  lusty '  compiuiy 
TTui  came  roaming  out  of  the  tieidd  wide ; 
And  hand  in  hand  a  knight  and  a  lad^, 
The  ladies  all  in  surcoat^s,  that  richly 
Purlili!d'  were  with  many  a  rich  stone. 
And  every  knight  of  green  wore  mantles  on, 
Embrwdcr'd  well,  so  as  the  surcoais  were  : 
And  cvcreach  had  a  chapelet  on  her  head, 
(Which  did  right  well  upon  the  shining  hair) 
Mak^d  of  goodly  flowriis  white  and  red. 
The  kaight^s  eke  that  they  in  handf  led 
In  suite'of  them  wore  chaplets  evereachone. 
And  before  them  went  minstrels  many  one, 

As  harp^,  pip^s,  lut^s,  and  psalt'ry, 

AlW  in  green,  and  on  their  head^s  bare, 

Of  diverse  Howrys  made  full  craftily, 

A^l  in  a  suit,  goodly  chaplets  they  ware, 

.And  SCI  dancing  into  the  mead  they  fare, 

In  mid  the  which  ihey  found  a  tufi  that  was 

All  overspread  with  How'r^s  in  compass  ; 

'HtA»~*erA.  '  Brcde— braullh.  *  Doom— jiidgmrnt  > 
•Throw— tiniB,  »  Of  nrw,  Fr.  idiom.  ./<  nwmub— ^ 
filcuaiu.  *  Purfiled— wKnight. 
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Whereto  they  incline  evereachone 
With  greats  reverence,  and  that  full  humhly; 
And  at  the  last  there  then  began  anon 
A  lady  for  to  sing  right  wom^y 
A  bargaret^  in  praising  the  daisy; 
For,  as  methought,  among  her  notds  sweet 
She  said,  "  .SV  douce  est  la  Margarete  /  "  35° 

Then  they  all^  answered  her  in  fere* 
So  passingly  well  and  so  pleasdntly, 
That  it  was  a  most  blissful  noise  to  hear  'r- 
But  I  n*ot'  how  it  happdd,  suddenly 
As  about  noon  the  sun  so  fervently 
Wax'd  hot^  that  the  pretty  tender  flowers 
Had  lost  the  beauty  of  their  fresh  coldurs.  357 

Forshrunk^  with  heat  the  ladies  eke  to-brent|^ 
That  they  ne  wist*  where  they  them  might  bestow, 
The  knight^s  swelt,^  for  lack  of  shade  nigh  shent,' 
And  after  that,  within  a  little  throw,* 
The  wind  began  so  sturdily  to  blow 
That  down  go*th  all  the  flow'r^s  evereachone, 
So  that  in  aU  the  mead  there  left  not  one,  3^ 

Save  such  as  succour'd  were  among  the  leaves 
From  every  storm  that  mights  them  assail, 
Growing  under  the  hedges  and  thick  greves  :*• 
And  after  that  there  came  a  storm  of  hail 
And  rain  in  fere,'  so  that  withouten  fail 
The  ladies  ne  the  knight^s  n'  had  one  thread 
Dry  on  them,  so  dropping  wet  was  their  weed    37' 

And  when  the  storm  was  clean^  pass'd  away, 
Those  in  the  white,  that  stood  under  the  tree, 
They  felt  nothfng  of  all  the  great  affiay 
That  they  in  green  without  had  in  ybe ;  ** 
To  them  they  yede"  for  ruth  and  for  pity. 
Them  to  comfdrt  after  their  great  disease,** 
So  fain  they  were  the  helpless  for  to  ease.  37 

Then  I  was  'ware  how  one  of  them  in  green 
Had  on  a  coroun  rich  and  well-fitting, 
Wherefore  I  deemed  well  she  was  a  queen, 
And  those  in  green  on  her  were  awaiting. 
The  ladies  then  in  white  that  were  coming 

'  Bargaret,  Fr.  Bergeretti—^  pastoral  song.  «  In  fere—toget^ 
in  chorus.  '  N'ol — ne  wot,  know  not.  *  Forshmnk — ^mnch  »ron 
*  To-brent — burnt.  «  Ne  wist — knew  not.  '  Swelt — fainted  wi 
heat,  sweltered.  ^ gheiit — overcome.  'Throw — time.  WGre^ 
^—groves.  "  Had  in  ybe— had  been  in.  »  Yede— went  •*  Diiei 
^•-discomfort. 


Toward^  them,  and  the  knighii!s  in  fere,' 

Began  to  comfort  them  and  make  them  cheer.       3 

The  tjueen  in  white,  that  was  of  great  beauty, 
Took  by  the  hand  the  queen  that  was  in  green, 
And  said^  ;  "  Sister,  I  have  gicai  piiy 
Of  yoiiT  annoy  and  of  your  troublous  lenc,' 
Wherein  ye  and  your  company  have  been 
So  long,  alas '.  and  if  that  it  you  please 
Tc  go  wiih  me,  I  shall  do  you  the  ease  3' 

In  all  the  pleasure  that  I  can  or  may." 
Whereof  that  other,  humbly  as  she  might, 
ThankM  herj  for  in  right  evil  array 
She  was  with  storm  and  beat  I  you  behigtit ; ' 
And  ev^ry  lady  then  anon  right 
That  were  in  white  one  of  them  took  in  green 
By  the  hand,  which  when  the  knights  had  seen,    3 

In  like  manner  each  of  them  took  a  knight 
Clad  in  the  green,  and  forth  with  them  they  fare 
Unto  a  hedge,  where  that  they  anon  right 
To  makcn  these  Joustifs  they  would  not  spare 
Boughs  10  hew  down  and  eke  trees  to  square. 
Wherewith  they  made  them  stately  lirSs  great 
To  dry  their  clothes,  that  were  wTinging  wet.         4 

And  after  that  of  herMs  that  there  grew 
They  made  for  blisters  of  the  sunn^  brenning* 
Oincment^s  very  good,  wholesome  and  new. 
Where  that  they  yede*  the  sick  fast  anointing; 
And  after  that  they  yede  about  gaih'ring 
Plcawlni  salladiJs,  which  ihey  made  them  cat 
For  to  refresh  iheir  great  unkindly  heaL  4 

The  lady  of  the  Leaf  then  'gan  to  pray 
Her  of  the  Flow'r  (for  so  to  my  seeming 
The>-  should  be  calli?d  as  by  their  array) 
To  sup  with  her,  and  eke  for  any  thing, 
That  she  should  with  her  all  her  people  bring. 
And  she  again  in  right  goodly  mann^re 
ThAnkclh  her  fast  of  her  most  friendly  cheer ;        4 

Saying  plainly  that  she  would  obey 
With  all  her  heart  all  her  command^ment : 
And  then  anon  without  longer  delay, 
The  lady  of  the  Leaf  hath  one  ysent 
To  bring  a  palfrey  after  her  intent, 
Artay<!a  well  in  fair  harness  of  gold. 
For  nothing  lacked  that  to  him  'long  should.        4 
In  feie  —  logeihfT.    '  Tene  —  affliction.    •  Bchighl  —  assi 
»nln|— burning,    *  V«ie— went. 
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And  after  that  to  all  her  company 
She  made  to  purvey  horse  and  every  tlung 
That  they  needed,  and  then  full  hastily, 
Even  by  the  harbour  where  1  was  sitting, 
They  passed  all,  so  merrily  singing 
That  it  would  have  comfdrted  any  wight : 
But  then  I  saw  a  passing  wonder  sight,  434 

For  then  the  nightingale,  that  all  the  day 
Had  in  the  laurel  sat,  and  did  her  might 
The  whole  service  to  sing  longing  to  May, 
All  suddenly  began  to  take  her  flight, 
And  to  the  lady  of  the  Leaf  forthright 
She  flew,  and  set  her  on  her  hand  softly. 
Which  was  a  thing  I  marvell'd  at  greatly.  44* 

The  goldfinch  eke,  that  from  the  medlar  tree 
Was  fled  for  heat  unto  the  bushes  cold, 
Unto  the  lady  of  the  Flower  *gan  flee. 
And  on  her  hand  he  set  him  as  he  would. 
And  pleasantly  his  wing^s  'gan  to  fold, 
And  for  to  sing  they  peine  *  them  both  as  sore 
As  they  had  done  of  all  the  day  before.  44° 

And  so  these  ladies  rode  forth  a  great  pace, 
And  all  the  rout  of  knight^s  eke  in  ffre ;  * 
And  I  that  had  seen  all  this  wonder  case  ' 
Thought  that  I  would  essay  in  some  mannere 
To  know  fully  the  truth  of  this  mattere, 
And  what  they  were  that  rode  so  pleasantly : 
And  when  they  were  the  arbour  passed  by,  45) 

I  drest  me  ^  forth,  and  happed  meet  anon 
A  right  fair  lady,  I  do  you  ensure  ; 
And  she  came  riding  by  herself  alone, 
AIM  in  white,  with  semblance  full  demure ; 
I  her  salu'd,  bade  her  good  dventure 
Might  her  befall,  as  I  could  most  humbly ; 
And  she  answer 'd  ;  "  My  daughter,  gramercy  ! "  4^^ 

"  Maddme,  quod  I,  if  that  I  durst  enquere 
Of  you,  I  would  fain  of  that  company 
Wit  *  what  they  be  that  passed  by  this  arbere." 
And  she  again  answerdd  right  friendly ; 
"  My  daughter',  all  those  that  passed  hertHjy 
In  white  clothing  be  servants  evereachone 
Unto  the  Leaf,  and  I  myself  am  one.  469 

*  Peine  them — exert  themselves.     'In  fere — together.    'Case, 
Fr.  cas — chance,  event.     *  Drest  me    repaired.     *  Wit— faiow. 
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"  S«  ye  TKW  her  thai  crownW  is,  quod  she, 
AII^  in  while?" — "MacUme,  then  quod  1,  Yes." 
"  Thai  is  Diin,  goddess  of  Chnsiity, 
And  for  because  ihat  she  a.  maiden  is, 
Inia  her  hand  Ihe  branch  she  beareth  this 
Thai  agnus  castus  men  call  properly  ; 
And  all  [he  ladies  in  her  company  476 

Which  ye  see  of  that  herbS  chaplets  wear, 

t  such  as  have  alway  kept  maidenhede,' 
And  alt  they  that  of  laurel  chaplets  bear 
Be  such  as  hardy  were  in  manly  deed, 

jrious,  name  which  never  may  be  dead, 
And  all  they  were  so  worthy  of  iheir  hand 
In  their  lime  Ihac  no  one  might  them  withstand.  4S3 

And  those  that  wear  chap^lets  on  their  head 
or  fresh  woodbind,  be  such  as  never  were 
To  Love  luiiruc  in  word,  in  thought,  ne  deed, 
But  aye  sieadflsi,  ne  for  pteasdnce  ne  fear. 
Though  thai  they  should  their  heartiis  all  to-tear, 
Would  never  ihi,  but  ever  were  sleadfdst 
TiU  ihac  their  livfs  there  asunder  brast.''  490 

"  Now,  fair  Maddme  !  quod  I,  yet  would  I  pray 
Your  ladyship  (if  that  it  mighten  be) 
That  I  might  know  by  some  manner  of  way, 
Sithcn  that  ic  hath  liked  your  beauty 
The  truth  of  these  ladies  for  to  tell  me, 
What  that  these  knight^s  be  in  rich  anndur. 
And  what  those  be  in  green  and  wear  the  Flow'r;  497 

And  why  that  some  did  rev'rencc  to  the  tree. 
And  some  unto  the  plot  of  flowWs  fair?" 
"  With  right  good  will,  my  daughter  fair !  quod  she, 
Silh*  your  desire  is  good  and  debonaire. 
Those  nitttf  cmwn'd  be  very  ^xemplaire 
Of  all  hoD<Sur  longing  to  chivalry. 
And  those  cendiu  be  cicpc' '  The  Nine  Worthy,'  504 

Which  that  ye  may  see  riding  all  before, 
That  in  their  time  did  many*  a  noble  deed, 
■Aod  for  iheir  worthmess  full  oft  have  bore 
The  crown  of  laurel  leaves  on  their  head, 
As  yc  may  in  your  oldi  bookifs  read ; 
And  how  that  he  ihat  was  a  conqueror 
Had  by  laurel  alway  his  most  hon6ur  :  $■  ■ 


ludenlfvinuc.    'Siih — 
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<<  And  those  that  bearen  bought  in  their  hand 
Of  the  precious  laurel  so  notable, 
Be  such  as  were  (I  will  ye  understand) 
Most  noble  Knight^  of  the  Round  Table  ; 
And  eke  the  Douz^peer^  ^  honourable, 
Which  they  bear  in  the  sign  of  victory, 
As  witness  of  their  deed^s  mightily  :  S*^ 

"  Eke  there  be  Knight^s  old  of  the  Garter, 
That  in  their  tim^s  did  right  worthily, 
And  the  hondur  they  did  to  the  laurir 
Is,  for'  by  it  they  have  their  laud  wholly. 
Their  triumph  eke  and  martial  glory. 
Which  unto  them  is  more  perfect  ridies 
Than  any  wight  imagine  can  or  guess  :  523 

"  For  one  Leaf  given  of  that  noble  tree 
To  any  wight  that  hath  done  worthily, 
(An  it  be  done  so  as  it  ought  to  be) 
Is  more  hondur  than  any  thing  earthly ; 
Witness  of  Rome,  that  founder  was  truly 
Of  all  knighthood  and  deed^s  marvellous. 
Record  I  take  of  Titus  Livius.  55^ 

"  And  as  for  her  that  crowned  is  in  green, 
It  is  Flora,  of  these  flow'r^s  goddess  ; 
And  all  that  here  on  her  awaiting  been. 
It  are  such  folk  that  lov^  idleness, 
And  not  delight  in  no  kind  business 
But  for  to  hunt,  and  hawk,  and  play  in  meads. 
And  many  other  such  like  idle  ckeds.  539 

*'  And  for  the  great  delight  and  the  pleasince 
They  have  to  the  Flow'r,  and  so  reverently 
They  unto  it  do  such  obeisance, 
As  ye  may  see." — "  Now,  fair  Madime !  quod  I, 
(If  I  durst  ask)  what  is  the  cause  and  why 
That  knightds  have  the  ensign  of  hondur 
Rather  by  the  Leaf  than  by  the  FlowV  ?"  546 

*'  Sothly,'  daughter,  quod  she,  this  is  the  truth, 
For  knight^s  e'er  should  be  persevering 
To  seek  hondur  without  feintise  *  or  sloth, 

*  Douzepeeres  —  twelve  peers.  Sit  nott,  •  For  —  bcctiw- 
•  Sothly — truly.     *  Feintise — feigning. 

V.  516.  Douzepeeres.]  FY.  Douze  Pairs.  The  twelve  peen  o( 
France ;  an  order  supposed  to  have  been  instituted  by  Charlanagnc- 
Spenser,  in  his  Faery  Queen,  b.  iii.  canto  x.  st.  31,  alludes  to  tbe 
same  order : 

"  Big  looking,  like  a  doughty  DoMM^feer." 
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From  well  to  better  in  all  manner  thing  ; 

la  sign  of  which  with  leaves  aye  lasting 

rhey  be  rewarded  after  their  degree, 

tVhose  lusty '  green  may  col  appaircd  be,'  553 

"  But  aye  keeping  their  beauty  fresh  and  green  ; 
For  there  is  no  stormi  that  may  ihem  deface, 
Ne  hail  nor  snow,  ne  wind  nor  frosifs  keen. 
Wherefore  Uiey  have  this  property  and  grace  : 
And  for  •  ihc  Flow'r  within  a  little  space 
Willcn  be  lost,  so  simple  of  natdre 
They  be,  thai  they  no  grievance  may  endure  :       560 

"And  every  storm  will  blow  them  soon  away, 
_  or  they  last  noE  but  for  a  scas<Sn, 
Thai  isthe  cause  {(he  very  truth  10  say) 
That  they  may  not  by  no  way  of  reasdn 
Be  put  to  no  such  occupaiidn." 
"  Madimc,  quod  1,  with  all  my  whole  service, 
I  thank  yau  now  in  my  most  humble  wise ;  567 

"  For  now  I  am  ascdrtain'd  thoroughly 

f  cv'ty  thing  that  1  desir'd  10  know." 

I  am  right  glad  that  I  have  said,  sothl^. 
Aught  lo  your  pleasure,  (if  ye  will  me  (row)* 

?uod  she  again.     But  to  whom  do  ye  owe 
our  service,  and  which  willen  ye  honiJur 
(Pray  tell  me)  this  year, the  Leafiiorlhe  Flow'r?"  S74 

"  Maddroe,  quod  1,  although  I  least  worthy, 
Unto  the  Leaf  1  owe  mine  Observance." 
**  That  is,  quod  she,  right  well  done  certainly, 
■And  I  pray  God  to  honour  you  advance. 
And  keep  you  from  the  wicked  remembrance 
Of  Mal^bouche'  and  all  his  cruelty. 
And  all  that  good  and  w ell-con diii on 'd  be ;  5S1 

"For  here  I  may  no  longer  now  abide. 
Bat  I  must  follow  the  great  company 
'That  ye  may  see  yonder  before  you  ride." 
'And  forthwith  as  1  could  most  humily* 
I  took  my  leave  of  her,  and  she  'gan  hie'' 
After  them  as  fast  as  e'er  she  might. 
And  1  drew  homeward,  for  it  was  nigh  night,        5SS 

And  put  all  that  I  had  seen  in  writing. 
Under  support  of  them  that  lust  it  read.' 
O  little  book!  thou  an  so  uncomiing,* 


.-::.p'' 
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How  cUr'st  thou  put  thyself  in  press  for  dread? 
It  is  wonder  that  thou  waxest  not  red, 
Sith  that  thou  wofst  full  lite  ■  who  shall  bebald 
Thy  rude  languige,  full  boistously  unfold.'         ; 

'  Ute — lilde,    *  BoiEtously  unTold — rooghly  displartd 
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Ttiis  Dmam,  devised  hy  Chsuocr,  scemelh  to  be  n  covert  repon 
if  ihe  BiarriaEe  of  John  of  Gaunl,  Ihc  long's  son.  vfiib  Blanch  the 
bughler  of  Hmry  Dul:e  of  Lancaster,  who  aller  long  love  (during 
b«  mm-  whenof  the  poel  fdgneth  ihem  xo  be  dead)  were  in  ihc  end 
ijr  comenf  of  friends  happily  mairied,  Sgnied  t^  a  bird  bringing  in 
m  lull  >  berti  which  restored  Ibem  to  life  again.  Km  slto  is 
liow«l  Chaucei'i  malcti  with  a  certain  genllewoman,  who  although 
he  %Ta  a  stranger,  was  nolwiihstandlng  so  well  liked  and  loved  of 
he  Lodr  Blanch  and  her  lord,  as  Chaucer  himself  aUowiu,  thar 
llxUy  tbey  concluded  a  maniage  between  them. — l/'rry.  . 


When  Flora,  the  aueen  of  Pleasince, 
Had  whole  achiev'a  th'  obe^since 
Of  the  fresh  and  new  seasdn 
Throughout  evcty  regidn, 

And  with  her  mantle  whoW  covered,  5 

Thai  winter  mad^  had  discovered ;  ' 
Of  iventure,'  withouten  light, 
,In  May  I  lay  upon  a  night 
Alone,  and  on  my  lady  thought. 
And  how  the  Lord  that  her  y wrought,  10 

Could  well  entail*  in  imagery. 
And  showed  had  great  mastery. 
When  he  in  so  littl'  a  space 
Made  such  a  body  and  a  face. 
So  great  beauty  with  such  features,  r; 

More  than  in  other  creatures  ; 
in  my  thoughlda  as  I  lay 
Within  a  lodge  out  of  the  way, 
beside  a  well  in  a  forest. 

Where  after  hunting  1  took  rest,  20 

Matdre  and  kind*  so  in  me  wrought. 
Thai  half  on  steep  they  me  ybrought. 
And  'gan  to  dream  to  my  thinking 
With  mind  of  knowledge  like  making, 

le  had  discovcr'd— that  which  winter  dad  earned  10  be  dis- 
,  or  laid  liare.  'Of  aventnre— by  chance.  '  Email— (ajlnor. 
*  Kind— synonymous  with  nature. 
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For  what  I  dreamed,  as  me  thought, 

I  saw  it,  and  I  slepten  naught ; 

Wherefore  is  yet  my  full  believe 

That  some  good  spirit  that  ilk^  eve, 

By  mean^  of  some  curious  port,* 

Bare  me  where  I  saw  pain  and  sport ; 

But  whether  it  were  I  woke  or  slept, 

Well  wot  I  oft  I  laugh'd  and  wept ; 

Wherefore  I  will  in  rdmembrdnce 

Put  whole  the  pain  and  the  pleasdnce, 

Which  was  to  me  axen^  and  heal; 

Woidd  God  ye  wist  it  every  deal,* 

Or  at  the  least  ye  might  one  night 

Of  such  another  have  a  sight. 

Although  it  were  to  you  a  pain, 

Yet  on  the  mo'row  ye  would  be  fain,* 

And  wish  that  it  might  long  endure  ; 

Then  might  ye  say  ye  had  good  cure  : 

For  he  that  dreams  and  weens  he  see 

Muchel  the  better,  yet  may  he 

Ywit  what,  and  of  whom,  and  where,  ^5 

And  eke  the  less  it  will  hinder 

To  think,  I  see  this  with  mine  e'en, 

Iwis  this  may  not  dreamt  ken,^ 

But  sign  or  a  signifidnce 

Of  hasty  thing  souning  pleasdnce  :  •  5® 

For  on  this  wise  upon  a  night. 

As  ye  have  heard,  withouten  Ught, 

Not  all  waking  ne  full  on  sleep, 

About  such  hour  as  lovers  weep 

And  cry  after  their  ladies  grace,  55 

Befell  me  then  this  wonder  case,^ 

Which  ye  shall  hear,  and  all  the  wise. 

So  wholly  as  I  can  devise  :  • 

In  plain  English  evil  written. 

For  sleepy  writer,  well  ye  witten  •  ^ 

Excused  is,  though  he  do  miss. 

More  than  one  which  that  waking  is ; 

Wherefore  here  of  your  gentleness 

I  you  require  my  boistousness*® 

Ye  letten  pass  as  thing^  rude,  "5 

And  heareth  what  I  will  conclude, 

^  Port — conveyance.    •  Axen — axes ;  plural  of  the  Pr.  n.  acdi,-^ 
fever,  ailment.    '  Wist  it  every  deal — knew  every  particular  of  it 

*  Fain— glad.    *  Dreame  ken — this  indeed  may  seem  to  be  a  dream. 

*  Souning  pleasance  —  consonant,  or,  according  with  ^easure. 
'  Case— event.  »  Devise— describe.  »  Witten— know.  "•  Boistous- 
ness — roughness,  rudeness. 
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,.  1 

And  of  th"  enditing  uke  no  heed, 

Nor  of  the  lerms,  so  God  you  speed. 

Kui  lei  all  pass  as  nothmg  were ; 

For  Uius  befell,  as  you  shall  hear. 

H 



'  The)  '  bare  the  dead  prince  to  the  barge. 

^^H 

And  narndd  them  should  have  the  charge  ; 

And  to  the  hearse  where  lay  the  queen 

Holding  their  hands,  on  high  'gan  cry, 

H 

Mercy,  mercy  !  ev^reach  ihrie,' 

And  curs'd  the  time  that  ever  sloih  • 

Should  have  such  masterdom  of  tnith, 

And  to  the  barge  a  long^  mile 

They  bare  her  forth,  and  in  a  while 

^H 

AlW  the  ladies,  one  and  one. 

\ 

And  past  the  sea  and  took  the  land. 

Unto  a  city  cloa'd  with  stone. 

8i 

Where  ii  yhad  been  us^d  aye 

The  kingtfs  of  the  land  to  Uy, 

After  they  reign<kl  in  hondurs. 

And  writ  was  which  were  conquerors. 

90 

In  on  abbey  of  nunn^s  black, 

Which  accuslom'd  were  to  wake, 

And  of  usdge  rise  each  a  night 

To  pray  for  every  livds  wight ; 
And  w  befell,  as  is  the  guise, 
Ordsin'd  and  said  was  the  servtcc 

95 

Of  the  prince  and  eke  of  the  queen 

So  devoutly  as  might  ybeen, 

And  after  that  about  the  hearses 

Full  many  orisons  and  verses 

Withouicn  note'  full  sofifly 

Said  were,  and  that  full  heartily. 

That  all  the  night  till  it  was  day. 

The  people  in  the  church  can  pray 

Unto  Ihc  holy  Trinity 

los 

Of  those  soul^s  to  have  pity. 

And  when  the  night  ypast  and  run 
Was,  and  the  ncwfi  day  begun. 

ito-dirice.    'aloUi— lardbee.dd*y.    "Wlthoutcn 

aoie  - 

r     - 

^^ 
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The  young  morrdw  with  ray^  red, 

Which  from  the  sun  o'er  all  can  spread, 

Attempered  clear^  was  and  fair, 

And  made  a  time  of  wholesome  air, 

Befell  a  wonder  case  and  strange 

Among  the  people,  and  'gan  change 

Soon  the  word,  and  evdry  woe 

Unto  a  joy,  and  some  to  two  ; 

A  bird  all  feather'd  blue  and  green, 

With  bright  rays  like  gold  between, 

As  small  thread  over  every  joint. 

All  full  of  colour  strange  and  coint,*  ^^ 

Uncouth,'  and  wonderful  to  sight, 

Upon  the  oueen^s  hearse  gone  light, 

And  sung  full  low  and  softly 

Three  songds  in  her  harmony, 

Unletted'  of  ev^ry  wight,  J*5 

Till  at  the  last  an  aged  knight. 

Which  seemed  a  man  in  great  thought, 

Like  as  he  set  all  thing  at  naught. 

With  visage  and  eyen  all  forwept,* 

And  pale,  as  a  man  long  unslept,  i}^ 

By  the  hearses  as  he  stood 

With  hasty  handling  of  his  hood 

Unto  a  prince  that  by  him  pass'd, 

Ymade  the  bird  somewhat  aghast. 

Wherefore  she  rose  and  left  her  song,  >3S 

And  departed  from  us  among. 

And  spread  her  wing^s  for  to  pass, 

By  the  place  where  he  entered  was. 

And  in  his  haste,  shortly  to  tell. 

Him  hurt,  that  backward  down  he  fell  14^ 

From  a  window  richly  ypaint 

With  lives  of  many  divers  saint, 

And  beat  his  wingt^  and  bled  fast. 

And  of  the  hurt  thus  died  and  pass'd, 

And  lay  there  well  an  hour  and  more,  US 

Till  at  the  last  of  birds  a  score 

Came  and  assembled  at  the  place 

Where  the  window  ybroken  was, 

And  made  such  waimentati6n 

That  pity  was  to  hear  the  soun,  iS° 

And  the  warbles  of  their  throat^ 

And  the  cdmplaint  of  their  not^s. 

Which  from  joy  clean  ywas  revers^ 

And  of  them  one  the  glass  soon  pierc^ 

*  Coint  —  quaint,   neat,   trim.    '  Uncouth  —  nure,  uncommoB. 
•  Unletted— unprevented.    *  Forwept— much  wepL 
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And  in  his  beak,  of  colours  nine, 
A  licrb  he  hroughi,  flowVltss,  all  green. 
All  fill!  of  smalls  leaves  and  pUin, 
Swart,  and  long  with  many  a  vein. 
And  uhcre  his  fellow  lay  thus  dead 
This  herb  he  down  laid  by  his  head, 
And  dressrfd  it  full  softSlj-, 
And  hung  his  head  and  stood  thereby  ; 
Which  herb  in  less  than  half  an  hour 
'Gan  o'er  all  knit,  and  after  floVr 


FuUt 


c  tlic  seed : 


npcti 
And  right  as  one  another  feed 
Would,  in  his  beak  he  took  the  grain, 
And  in  his  fellow's  beak  certAin 
1(  put,  and  thus  within  the  third 
Un  stood,  and  pruned  him  the  bird 
Wliich  dead  had  been  in  all  our  sight, 
And  both  together  forth  tlieir  flight 
To6k,  singing  from  us,  and  their  leave 
Was  none  disiutb  them  would,  ne  grieve.' 
And  when  they  parted  were  and  gone 
Th'  abbess  the  sccd^s  soon  eachone 
Gathered  had,  and  in  her  hand 
The  herb  she  look,  well  iivisand' 
The  leaf,  the  seed,  the  sialk,  the  flower, 
And  satd  it  had  a  good  savour, 
And  was  no  eommun  herb  to  find, 
And  well  approv'd  of  uncoutli'  kind. 
And  ttun  other  more  vinuous ; 
Whoso  have  it  might,  for  to  use' 
In  his  need,  tlow'r,  or  leaf,  or  grain. 
Of  their  heal  might  ybc  certiin  : — 
And  laid  it  down  upon  the  hearse 
Where  lay  the  queen,  and  'gan  rehearse 
Each  one  to  other  that  they  had  seen ; 
And  laling'  thus,  the  seed  WRx'd  §rccn, 
And  on  the  dry  hearse  'gan  lo  spring. 
Which  me  thought  was  a  wondrous  thing  ;- 
And  after  that  flow'r  and  new  seed. 
Of  which  the  people  all  took  heed. 
And  said  it  was  some  great  miilcle. 
Or  medicine  tine,  more  than  trtdcle,* 


kre  —  peplei.  aonoy.    >  Ailstind  —  observing,  i 

^^Ih — iiDOuainKRi,  mrR     *  For  I'j  lue — hn  that  In  mi  nnu 

i*e  II  to  UK.  whether  flower,  leaf,  oi  gralti.  iiit);ht  be  <«ruin 

ni*  hoillb.    *  Talinjt  lliui— thus  lehtiriE  their  Mhsi  to 

Tltecle.  Fr.  'lUnjyaf— a  general  medluine,  iptdfic 
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And  were  well  done  there  to  essay 

If  it  might  ease  in  any  way 

The  corses,  which  with  torch^  light 

They  wak^d^  had  there  all  that  night         200 

Soon  did  the  lord^  there  consent, 

And  all  the  people*  thereto  content 

With  easy  worcfe  and  little  fere. 

And  made  the  queen^s  visage  bare, 

Which  showed  was  to  all  about,  205 

Wherefore  in  swoon  fell  whole  the  rout, 

And  were  so  sorry  most  and  least 

That  long  of  weeping  they  not  ceas'd, 

For  of  their  lord  the  remembrance 

Unto  them  was  such  displeasance  210 

That  for  to  live  they  called  a  pain, 

So  were  they  very  true  and  plain. 

And  after  this  the  good  abb^s 

Of  the  grain  'gan  to  choose  and  dress 

Three,  with  her  fingers  clean  and  smale,      215 

And  in  the  aueen^  mouth  by  tale, 

One  after  otner  easily, 

She  put  them  and  full  cunninglv,* 

Which  showed  soon^  such  virtue 

That  prov^  was  the  medicine  true,  220 

For  with  a  smiling  countenance 

The  queene  uprose,  and  of  usance, 

As  she  was  wont  to  every  wight. 

She  made  good  cheer,  for  which^  sight 

The  people  kneeling  on  the  stones,  225 

Thought  they  in  heaven  were,  soul  and  bones; 

And  to  the  prince  where  he  ylay 

They  went  to  make  the  same  essav. 

And  when  the  queen  it  understooa. 

And  how  the  medicine  was  good,  VP 

She  pray^  she  might  have  the  grains 

To  relieve  him  from  the  pains 

Which  she  and  he  had  both  endured. 

And  tQ  him  went  and  so  him  cur^ 

That  straight  within  a  little  space  23$ 

Lusty  and  fresh  on  live  he  was, 

And  in  good  heal,  and  whole  of  speech. 

And  laugh'd,  and  said,  "  Gramercy,  leech  !"* 

For  which  the  joy  throughout  the  town 

So  great  was,  that  the  belles  soun  2411^ 

Aflfray'd  the  people  a  joumay* 

About  the  city  every  way, 

1  Waked— watched.    '  Cunningly— skilfully.    *  Leedi— phjskaa* 
Joumay— whole  day. 
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And  come  and  ask^d  cause  and  why 

They  ningen  were  so  stately  f 

And  afler  ihai  ihe  queen,  en'  abbess, 

Made  diligence  ere  they  would  cease. 

Such  that  of  ladies  soon  a  rout 

Suing'  Ihe  queen  was  all  about. 

And  caJl'd  by  name  each  one  and  toid. 

Was  none  forgotten  young  nc  old. 

There  mjghten  men  see  joy^s  new 

When  the  medicine  fine  and  true 

Thus  rcsloHd  had  every  wight. 

So  wdl  the  queentf  as  the  knighi. 

Unto  full  perfect  joy  and  heal. 

That  fleeting  they  were  in  such  wea!, 

As  folk  that  woulden  in  no  wise 

Desire  more  perfect  paradise. 

And  thus  when  passed  was  the  sorrow, 

With  muchel  joy  soon  on  the  morrow, 

The  king,  ihc  queen,  and  every  lord. 

With  all  the  ladies,  by  one  accord 

Held  a  general  assembly ; 

Great  cry  was  made  through  the  country. 

The  which  aft^r  as  their  intent, 

Was  tumdd  to  a  parliament, 

Where  was  ordainAi  and  adi-isfd 

Evtfry  thing  and  well  devised 

That  pleasen  might  lo  most  and  least ; 

And  there  concluded  was  the  feasi 

Within  the  isle  for  to  behold 

With  fijll  consent  of  young  and  old, 

All  in  the  same  wise  as  before. 

As  thing  should  be  withouten  more, 

And  they  shipp'd  and  thither  went, 

And  into  Strang^  realm ^s  sent, 

To  kingfs,  queenfs,  and  duch(!sses, 

To  divers  princes  and  princesses. 

Of  their  Hn'ige,  and  can  them  ptay 

That  it  might  like  them  at  that  day 

Of  marriage,  for  their  disport, 

Come  see  the  isle  and  them  disport. 

Where  should  be  joust^s  and  toumcys, 

And  arm^s  done  In  other  ways; 

Signifying  o'er  all  the  day 

After  Aprilis  within  May. 

And  was  advi^'d  that  ladies  twain. 

Of  good  estate  and  well  bese«i, 

■  Suinc— foUowinff. 
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With  Ciirtiiin  tniylitiSs  and  sqiijfci,  I 

And  of  the  queen^s  officers,  Vfi 

In  manner  of  on  embassade. 

With  certain  letters  dos'd  and  mad^ 

Should  take  the  barg^  and  depart, 

And  seek  my  lady  every  part 

Till  they  her  found,  for  any  thing  19s 

Both  charged  have  the  queen  and  king ; 

And  as  their  lady  and  mistress 

Her  to  beseech  of  gentleness 

At  the  day  there  for  to  been. 

And  oft  her  recommend  the  queen,  yo 

And  pray^s  for  all  loves  to  haste. 

For,  but'  she  come,  all  will  be  waste, 

And  the  feast  but  a  business 

Withouten  joy  or  lustiness  j 

And  took  them  tokens,  and  good  speed       30} 

Pray'd  Cod  send  them  after  their  need. 

Forth  went  the  ladies  and  the  knights, 

And  were  out  fourteen  days  and  nights. 

And  brought  my  lady  in  their  barge. 

And  had  well  sped  and  done  their  chaije ;   )'* 

Whereof  the  queen  so  heartly  glad 

Was,  that  in  soth  such  joy  she  had 

When  that  the  ship  approach^  land 

That  she  my  lady  on  the  sand 

Met,  and  in  arm^s  so  constrain,  3'1 

That  wonder  was  behold  them  twain. 

Which  to  my  dome'  during  twelve  hours 

Neither  for  heat  nor  wat'ry  show'rs 

Departed  not  no  company 

Saving  themself,  but  none  them  by,  y^ 

But  gave  them  leisure  at  their  ease 

To  rehearsen  joy  and  disease. 

After  the  pleasure  and  courages* 

Of  their  young  and  tender  ages. 

And  after,  with  many  a  knight,  Vl 

Brought  they  were,  where  as  for  that  night 

They  parted  not,  for  to  pleasince 

Content  was  heart  and  countenance 

Both  of  the  queen  and  my  mistress. 

This  was  that  night  their  business;  3J° 

And  on  the  morrow  n-ith  huge  rout 

This  prince  of  lord^s  him  about 

Came,  and  unto  my  lady  said. 

Of  her  coming  glad  and  well  paid* 

'  But— unless.    '  Domt— judgment.    •  Courage*— spiril,  indiiu- 

M.    *  Paid— pleased. 
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He  was,  and  full  right  cunningly' 

Her  thankM  and  full  hturiily, 

And  laugh'd  and  smiled,  and  said,  Ywis,' 

Thai*  was  in  doubl,  in  safety  is ; 

A  ltd  cdmtnanded  do  diligence. 

And  spare  fur  neither  gold  ne  'spence, 

Uul  make  rtad^,  for  on  the  morrow, 

Vwcddcd,  with  Saint  John  to  borrow,' 

He  would  ybe  wilhoutcn  more, 

And  let  ihcm  wite  this  less  and  more' 

The  morrow  cajnc,  and  the  service 

Of  marriage  in  such  a  wise 

Ysaid  was,  (hat  with  more  hondur 

Was  never  prince  ne  conqueror 

Vwed,  ne  with  such  company 

Of  gentleness  in  chivalrj-, 

Ne  of  ladies  so  great  routs, 

Ne  so  bescen  as  all  abouts 

They  wcren  there,  I  certify 

You  on  my  life,  withouten  lie. 

And  the  feast  held  was  in  tenti!s. 
As  to  tell  you  mine  intent  is, 
I  n  a  room  in  lari;<j  plain. 
Under  a  wood  b  a  champain, 
Betwixt  a  river  and  a  well, 
Where  never  had  abbey  ne  rcll 
Ybeen,  ne  kirk,  house,  ne  vilUge, 
In  time  of  any  mannas  age. 
And  durfd  three  monelhs  the  feast 
In  one  estate,  .ind  never  ceas'd 
From  early  rising  of  the  sun 
Till  the  day  spent  was  and  yrun 
In  jousting,  dancing,  lustiness," 
And  all  that  soun^  to  gentleness.' 

And  as  me  thought  the  second  morrow, 
When  ended  was  all  old^  sorrow. 
And  in  surety  evdry  wight 
Hjid  with  bis  lady  slept  a  night, 
The  prince,  the  tpieei^  and  all  the  rest. 
Unto  my  lady  made  request. 
And  her  besought  oElcn  and  prayM 
To  me  wards  to  be  well  apayed,' 


r  tfali.    *  LuMinwi  — 
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And  consider  mine  old^  truth, 

And  on  my  pain^  haven  ruth, 

And  me  accept  to  her  service 

In  such  form^  and  in  such  wise  f^ 

That  we  both  mighten  be  as  one ; 

Thus  pray'd  the  queen  and  evereachone; 

And,  for  there  should  ne  be  no  nay/ 

They  stintcn  '  jousting  all  a  day 

To  pray  my  lady,  and  requere  #5 

To  be  content  and  out  of  fear, 

And  with  good  heart  make  friendly  cheer, 

And  said  it  was  a  happy  year ; 

At  which  she  smiPd,  and  said, "  Ywis* 

I  trow  well  he  my  servant  is,  } 

And  would  my  welfare,  as  I  trist, 

So  would  I  his,  and  would  he  wist^ 

How,  and  I  knewd  that  his  truth 

Continue  would,  withouten  sloth, 

And  be  such  as  ye  here  report. 

Restraining  both  courdge  and  sport, 

I  could  consent  at  your  request 

To  be  ynam^  of  your  feast, 

And  doen  after  your  usdnce 

In  obeying  of  your  pleasdnce. 

At  your  request  this  I  consent. 

To  pleasen  you  in  your  intent : 

And  eke  the  sovereign  above, 

Commanded  hath  me  for  to  love. 

And  before  other  him  prefer, 

Against  which  prince  may  be  no  wcr;  * 

For  his  pow'r  o'er  all  reigneth, 

That  other  would  for  naught  him  paineth  ; 

And  sith^  his  will  and  your's  is  one. 

Contrary  in  me  shall  be  none  : " 

Then,  as  me  thoughten  the  promfse 

Of  marridge  before  the  messe' 

Desired  was  of  every  wight 

To  be  maden  the  sam^  night, 

To  put  away  all  manner  doubts  ' 

Of  every  wight  thereabouts ; 

And  so  was  done  :  and  on  die  morrow, 

When  every  thought  and  every  sorrow 

Dislodged  was  out  of  mine  heart 

With  every  woe  and  every  smart, 

*  No  nay — in  order  that  there  should  be  no  dental.    •  Stii 
ceased.    •  Ywis — truly.    *  Wist — knew.    *  Wer — ^war,  strife. 
— since.    '  Messe — the  service  of  mass. 
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Unto  a  tent  prince  and  princess^ 

Methought  brought  me  and  my  mistrdss^ 

And  said  we  weren  at  full  age 

There  to  conclude  our  marndge, 

With  ladies,  knightds,  and  squidrs,  425 

And  a  great  host  of  ministers, 

With  instruments  and  sounds  diverse, 

That  long  weren  here  to  rehearse ; 

Which  tent  was  church  parochial, 

Ordain^  was  in  special  430 

For  the  feast  and  for  the  sacre,* 

Where  archbishop  and  archdiacre* 

Ysungen  full  out  the  servfce 

After  the  custom  and  the  guise* 

And  holy  church's  ordinance.  435 

And  after  that  to  dine  and  dance 

Brought  were  we,  and  to  divers  plays, 

And  tor  our  speedd  each  wight  prays. 

And  merry  was  both  most  and  least, 

And  said  amended  was  the  feast  440 

And  were  right  glad  lady  and  lord 

Of  the  marriage  and  th'  accord, 

And  wished  us  hearths  pledsance. 

In  joy  and  heal  continuance ; 

And  to  the  minstrels  made  request  445 

That  in  increasing  of  the  feast 

They  woulden  touchen  their  cordis. 

And  with  some  new  joyeux  accordds  ' 

Ymove  the  people  to  gladness, 

And  praiden  of  all  gentleness  450 

Each  to  pain  them  *  for  the  day 

To  show  his  cunning  and  his  play. 

Then  began  sounds  marvelous, 

Entuned  with  accords  joyous. 

Round  about  and  in  all  the  tents,  455 

With  thousand's  of  instruments. 

That  every  wight  to  dance  them  pained ;  * 

To  be  merry  was  none  that  feigned ; 

Which  sound  me  troubled  in  my  sleep, 

That  from  my  bed  anon  I  leap,*  460 

Weening  to  have  been  at  the  feast, 

But  when  1  woke  all  was  yceas'd ; 

For  there  n'as*  lady  ne  creature, 

Save  on  the  walls  old  portraiture 

rhe  sacre — the  sacrament  (of  marriage).     *  Archdiacre — arch- 
on.     'Joyeux  accordes— joyous  harmonies.     *  Pain  them  — 
t  themselves.    ^  Leap— leaped.    *  N'as~was  not. 

N  N  a 


548  CHAUCEl^S  DREAM. 

Of  horsemen,  hawk^s,  and  hounds,  465 

And  hurt  deer  all^  full  of  wounds ; 
Some  like  bitten,  some  hurt  with  shot, 
And,  as  my  Dream,  seem'd  that  was  not 
«  «  «  «  # 

Lo,  here  my  bliss !  lo,  here  my  pain ! 

Which  to  my  lady*  I  do  complain,  470 

And  grace  and  mercy  her  requere 

To  end  my  woe  and  busy  fear, 

And  me  accept  to  her  service. 

And  to  her  service  in  such  wise, 

That  of  my  Dreamt  the  substance  47S 

Might  tumen  once  to  cognisance, 

And  cognisance  to  very  preve,^ 

By  full  consent  and  by  good  leave ; 

Or  else  withouten  more,  I  pray 

That  this  same  night  ere  it  be  day  4^ 

I  may  unto  my  Dream  return. 

And  sleeping  so  forth  aye  sojourn 

Abouten  the  isle  of  pleasdnce 

Under  my  lady's  obeisince. 

In  her  service ;  and  in  such  wise  4^5 

As  it  please  her  may  to  devise,' 

And  grac^  once  to  be  accept 

Like  as  I  dreamed  when  I  slept, 

And  dure  a  thousand  years  and  ten 

In  her  good  will    Amen,  Amen !  49° 

L'  ENVOY. 

Fairest  of  fair,  and  goodliest  on  live  ! 
All  my  secret  to  you  I  plain  and  shrive,* 
Requiring  grace,  and  of  mv  sore  complaint 
To  be  beheal^d  or  martyred  as  a  saint. 
For  by  my  truth  I  swear,  and  by  this  book. 
Ye  may  both  heal  and  slay  me  with  a  look.      49^ 

Go  forth,  mine  own^  true  heart  innocent, 
And  with  humbleness  do  thine  observance, 
And  to  thy  lady  on  thy  knees  present 
Thy  service  new,  and  think  how  great  pleasdnce 
It  is  to  live  under  the  obeisance 
Of  her  which  that  may  with  her  look^s  soft 
Give  thee  the  bliss  that  thou  desirest  oft.  503 

Be  diligent,  awake,  obey,  and  dread. 
And  be  not  too  wild  of  thy  countenance, 

*  Preve — proof.    •  Devise — as  it  may  please  her  to  ordain.   •  PWn 
and  shrive — lament  and  confess. 
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But  meek  and  glad,  and  thy  natdre  yfeed 
To  do  each  thing  that  may  her  do  pleasince  ; 
When  thou  shalt  sleep  have  aye  in  remembrance 
Th'  imige  of  her  which  may  with  look^s  soft 
Give  thee  the  bliss  that  thou  desirest  oft  510 

And  if  so  be  that  thou  her  nam^  find 
Written  in  book,  or  ell<^s  upon  wall, 
Look  that  thou  do,  as  servant  true  and  kind. 
Thine  obeisance  as  she  were  there  withal : 
Feigning  in  love  is  breeding  of  a  fall 
From  the  grac^  of  her  whose  lookds  soft 
May  give  diee  bliss  that  thou  desirest  oft.  517 

Ye  which  that  this  ballid  yreaden  shall 
I  pray  you  that  you  keep  you  from  the  fail 


THE  COMPLAINT  OF 

THE    BLACK    KNIGHT. 


The  heavy  Complaint  of  a  Knight  for  that  he  cannot  win  his  Lady's 
grace :  supposed  to  be  John  of  Gaunt 


In  May,  when  Flora  the  fresh  lusty  queen 

The  soil  had  clad  in  green,  and  red,  and  white, 

And  Phoebus  'gan  to  shed  his  streamds  sheen  ^ 

Amid  the  Bull  with  all  the  beam^s  bright, 

And  Lucifer  to  chase  away  the  night, 

Against  the  morrow  our  orison'  hath  take 

To  bid  all  lovers  out  of  sleep  awake,  7 

And  hearth  heavy  for  to  recomfdit 
From  drearihead  of  heavy  nightds  sorrow. 
Nature  bade  them  rise,  and  diem  disport 
Against  the  goodly  and  the  glad  grey  morrow, 
And  Hope  also,  with  Saint  John  to  borrow,' 
Bade  in  despite  of  danger  and  despair 
For  to  taken  the  wholesome  lusty*  air;  H 

And  with  a  sigh  I  'gan  for  to  abraid ' 
Out  of  my  slumber*,  and  suddenly  up  start, 
As  he  (alas)  that  nigh  for  sorrow  dey'd,' 
My  sick^ness  sat  aye  so  nigh  my  heart, 
But  for  to  finden  succour  of  my  smart^ 
Or  at  the  least  some  release  of  my  pain, 
That  me  so  sore  yheld  in  every  vein.  21 

I  rose  anon,  and  thought  I  would^  gone 
Into  the  wood  to  hear  the  birdds  sing 
•  When  that  the  misty  vapour  was  agone, 
And  clear  and  fair  \was  the  morrowning, 
The  dew  also  like  silver  in  shining 
Upon  the  leaves,  as  any  balm^  sweet, 
Till  fiery  Titan  with  his  persant  heat  28 

Sheen — shining.  '  Orison  hath  take — we  have  said  our  monung 
prayer.  'St.  John  to  borrow  —  with  St.  John  for  our  pledge. 
*  Lusty— pleasant.    *  Abraid— awake.    •  Dey'd— di^ 
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HslA  Atyii  up  the  lusty  liquor  new 
'Upon  the  herbes  in  the  greentf  mead. 
And  that  the  flgwWs  of  many  divers  hue 
Upon  their  stalkds  gonen  for  to  spread. 
And  for  to  splay  out  their  leaves  m  brede' 
AfsuDSt  the  sun,  gold  burned  in  his  sphere, 
Thai  down  to  them  ycasi  his  bcamSs  clear. 

And  by  a  river  forth  1  'gan  coast^ 
Of  water  clear  as  beryl  or  crystal, 
Till  at  the  last  I  found  a  little  way 
TowJird  a  park,  enclosiid  with  a  wall, 
In  compass  round,  and  by  a  gal^  small ; 
Who  so  that  would,  he  freely  mighten  gone 
Into  this  park,  ywall^d  with  green  stone  ; 

And  in  I  went  to  hear  the  birdds'  song. 
Which  on  the  branches  both  in  plain  and  vale 
So  loud  ysang  that  all  the  wood  yrung 
Like  as  it  should  shiver  in  pieces  smale.' 
And  as  methoughlcn  (hat  the  nightingale 
With  so  great  might  her  voice  began  out  wrest 
Right  as  her  heart  for  love  would  all  to-brcst.*        4 

The  soil  was  plain  and  smooth,  and  wonder  soft. 
All  overspread  with  tapiies*  that  Nature 
Mad  made  herself,  cover'd  eke  aloft 
With  bought  green,  the  flow'r^  for  to  cure,' 
That  in  their  beauty  ihey  may  long  endure 
From  all  assault  of  I'htebus'  ferveni  fere,' 
Which  in  his  sphere  so  hot  yshone  and  clear.  5 

The  air  attempre,'  and  the  srooothtf  wind 
Of  Z«phyrus  among  the  blossoms  while 
.So  wholesome  was  and  nourishing  by  kind,* 
That  smali^  budd^  and  round  blossoms  lite* 
In  manner  'gan  of  her  breath  lo  delight. 
To  ^vc  us  hope  that  their  fruit  shall  ytake 
Againest  autumn  ready  for  to  shake.  ( 

>3w  the  Daphne  dosed  under  rind. 
With  the  green  laurer  and  the  wholesome  pine, 
The  myrrh  also,  thai  weepeih  ever'  of  kinct" 
The  cc^rs  high,  as  uprigni  as  a  line. 
The  filbert  eke,  that  low^  iloth  incline 
Mer  boughds  green  unto  the  earth  adown 
Unto  her  knight  called  Dcmopho6n.  ; 


brak  —  tinosiA. 


I  SiMle  —  smi 


'  To-l>r«i  —  bmk. 
ikc  car  uf,  (iTTsrrvc-  *  Fere  — 
Dy  kind  —  lulonUy.    *  Ule  — 
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There  saw  I  growing  eke  the  fresh  hawthorn 
In  white  motley,  that  so  sot^"  doth  ysmell, 
Ash,  fir,  a.nd  oak,  with  many  a  youi^  acorn, 
And  many  a  tree  more  than  I  can  tell, 
And  me  before  I  saw  a  little  well," 
That  had  his  course,  as  I  could  well  behoM, 
Under  a  hill,  with  quicks  streams  and  cold,  77 

The  gravel  gold,  the  water  pure  as  glass, 
The  bankds  round  the  well  environing. 
And  soft  as  velvet  was  the  youngfi  grass 
That  thereupon  lustily'  came  springing, 
The  suite  *  of  trees  abouten  compassing 
Their  shadow  cast,  closing  the  well  around. 
And  all  the  herb^s  growing  on  the  ground.  &i 

The  water  was  so  wholesome  and  so  virtuous, 
Through  might  of  herbfs  growing  it  beside. 
Not  like  to  the  well  whereas  Narcissus 
Islain  was  through  the  vengeance  of  Cupfde, 
Where  so  wonder  covertly  he  did  hide 
The  grain  of  death  upon  each  fatal  brink 
That  death  must  follow  who  that  ever  dnnk ;       9' 

Nor  hke  unto  the  pit  of  Pegac^ 
Under  Parnassus,  where  pioet^s  slept. 
Nor  iike  to  the  weil  of  purS  chastity 
Which  that  Diana  with  her  nymph&  l^cpt, 
When  she  naked  into  the  water  leapt. 
That  slew  Acticon  with  her  hand^s  fell. 
Only  for  he  came  so  nigh  the  well  ;  9* 

But  this  well  which  that  I  now  here  rehearse 
So  wholesome  was  that  it  woulden  assuage 
Wight^s  bollen'  heartds,  and  the  venom  pierce 
Of  Pensifhead,'  withal  the  cruel  rage  ; 
And  over  more  refreshen  the  visige 
Of  them  that  were  in  any  weariness 
Of  great  labdur,  or  fallen  in  distress.  lOJ 

And  I  that  had  through  danger  and  disdain 
So  dry'  a  thirst,  thought  that  1  would  essay 
To  fasten  a  draught  of  this  well  or  twain, 
My  bitter  languor  if  it  might  allay. 
And  on  the  bank  anon  me  down  I  lay. 
And  with  mine  head  unto  the  well  I  raught,' 
And  of  the  water  drank  1  a  good  draught.  III 

Sole— sweet.  '  Well  —  spring.  >  Luslily— agnssblT.  •  Snile 
ucceuion.  '  Bollcn — swollen  :  lo  lake  up  a  Uie  wilh  B  tell  of 
ih,  is  still  a  common  expression  in  [be  country.  *  Pcntif  bod— 
Ben.     '  Dry — severe,  raging.     *  Raughl — leacbed. 
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Whereof  methought  I  was  refreshed  well 
Of  the  burning  that  sate  so  nigh  my  heart, 
That  verily  anon  I  'gan  to  feel 
A  hugd  part  released  of  my  smart, 
And  therewithal  anon  up  I  astart, 
And  thought  that  I  would  walken  and  see  more 
Forth  in  the  park  and  in  the  holt^s  hoar.^  1 19 

And  thorough  a  laundd^  as  I  yede'  apace, 
And  'gan  abouten  fast  for  to  behold, 
I  found  anon  a  delectiblc  place 
That  was  beset  with  tre^s  young  and  old, 
Whose  namds  here  for  me  shall  not  be  told. 
Amid  of  which  there  stood  an  arbour  green 
That  benched  was  with  colours  new  and  clean.     126 

This  arbour  was  all  full  of  flow'rds  gend,* 
Into  the  which  as  I  behold  began, 
Betwixt  a  hulfere*  and  a  wood^  bend. 
As  I  was  'ware,  I  saw  where  lay  a  man 
In  black,  and  of  white  colour  pale  and  wan, 
And  wonder  deadly  also  of  his  hue, 
Of  hurtds  green  and  fresh^  wound  ds  new.  133 

liiswasthe  "Black  Knight," — in  other  words  the  poet's  patron 
and  friend,  the  Duke  of  Lancaster,  whose  lamentation  on 
account  of  his  mistress's  cruelty  is  considerably  more  diffuse 
than  interesting.  The  foregoing  extract,  which  forms  the 
opening  of  the  poem,  is  an  example  of  Chaucer's  p)ower  in 
describing,  and  of  his  thorough  and  unaffected  delight  in  rural 
scenery.     It  was  indeed,  to  all  appearance,  his  ruling  passion.] 


*  Holtes  hoar — old,  hoary  forests.    *  I^unde— plain.    '  Yede — 
snt.    *  Gend — pretty.    *  Hulfcre — holly. 
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OR, 

THE   DREAM  OF   CHAUCER. 


10 


By  the  person  of  a  mourning  Knight  sitting  under  an  oak  is 
meant  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  greatly  lamenting  the 
death  of  one  whom  he  entirely  loved,  supposed  to  be  Blanch  the 
Duchess. — Uny.  


I  HAVE  great  wonder,  by  this  light, 

How  that  I  live,  for  day  ne  night 

I  may  not  sleepen  well-nigh  naught ; 

I  have  so  many  an  idle  thought, 

Purely  for  the  default  of  sleep. 

That  by  my  truth  I  take  no  teep* 

Of  nothing  how  it  com'th  or  go'th, 

Ne  me  n*is  nothing  lefe'  nor  loth  ; 

All  is  alik^  good  to  me 

Joy^  or  sorrow  where  so  it  be, 

For  I  have  feeling  in  no  thing, 

But  as  it  were  a  mas^d'  thing 

All  day  in  point*  to  fall  adown. 

For  sorrowful  imagination 

Is  alway  wholly  in  my  mind.  ^5 

And  well  ye  wot  that  against  kind* 
It  were  to  liven  in  this  wise. 
For  Nature  ne  would  not  suffice 
Unto  none  earthly  credture 
Not  long^  tim^  to  endure  20 

Withouten  sleep  and  be  in  sorrow, 
And  I  ne  may  ne  night  ne  morrow 
Sleepen,  and  this  melancholy 
And  dread  I  haven  for  to  die ; 
Default  of  sleep  and  heaviness  25 

Hath  slain  my  spirit  of  quickness,' 


'Keep — care.    « Lefe— pleasant.   'Mased — confused. bewiUkred. 
*  In  point— ready.    «  Kind— nature.    •  Quickness— life. 
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Thac  I  have  lost  all  luslibead  i> 
Such  fantasies  be  iti  mine  head 
So  I  n'ot*  what  is  best  to  do  : 
But  men  might  asken  me  why  so 
I  may  not  sleep,  and  whai  me  is  ? 

But  naihdless  who  asketh  this 
Loselh  his  asking  tru^ly  ; 
My  sclvcn  cannot  tell  en  why 
The  soth,  but  truly,  as  1  guess 
I  hold  il  be  a  sickness 
Thai  ]  have  suffer'd  Ihis  eight  year, 
And  yti  my  bote  is  ne'er  (he  near,* 
For  there  is  physician  but  one 
Thai  may  me  heal ;  but  that  is  done  ; 
Passen  we  over  until  eft;* 
That*  will  not  be,  must  needs  be  left  : 
Our  first  matter  is  good  to  keep. 

So  when  I  saw  I  might  not  sleep 
Till  now  of  late  this  other  night, 
Upon  my  bed  I  sat  upright, 
And  bade  one  reachen  me  a  book, 
A  romanci*,  and  it  me  took 
To  read,  and  drive  the  night  away; 
For  why  ?  methought  it  better  play, 
Than  play  either  at  chess  or  tables.' 

And  in  this  book  were  written  fables 
That  clerks  had  in  old^  lime 
And  other  poets  put  in  rhyme 
To  read,  and  for  to  be  in  mind. 
While  men  lov^d  the  law  of  kind  :' 
This  book  nc  spake  but  of  such  things 
Of  queends  livfis  and  of  kings, 
And  many  other  thingfs  smale ; 
Among  all  this  I  found  a  tale 
Which  that  me  thought  a  wonder  thing. 


Mc  thoughtcn  thus,  that  it  was  May, 
And  in  the  dawning  ihcrc'  I  lay 
Mc  met'  thus  in  my  bed  all  naked, 
Aiu]  looked  forth,  fur  1  was  waked 


lliht«d— plcotiire.    '  .Noi 


me  (or  llie  Katnc  dow  known. 
•That  —  whtre,    •Met  — 
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With  smalM  fowl^s  a  great  heap,  65 

That  had  affra/d  me'  out  of  my  sleep 
Through  noise  and  sweetness  of  their  song ; 
And  as  me  met*  they  sat  among 
Upon  my  chamber  roof  without. 
Upon  the  tiles  o'er  all  about,  7^ 

And  ev^reach  sung^  in  his  wise 
The  most  sweet  and  soMnm  service 
By  note  that  ever  man  I  trow 
Had  heard,  for  some  of  them  sang  low, 
Some  high,  and  all  of  one  accord  :  75 

To  tellen  shortly,  at  one  word, 
Was  never  heard  so  sweet  a  Steven,' 
But  it  had  been  a  thing  of  heaven, 
So  merry  a  sound,  so  sweet  entun^ 
That  cert^s,  for  the  town  of  Tewn^*  8° 

I  n'old*  but  I  had  heard  them  sing; 
.For  all  my  chamber  'gan  to  ring 
Through  singing  of  their  harmony ; 
For  instrument  nor  melody 
Was  no  where  heard  yet  half  so  sweet,  0$ 

Nor  of  accord^  half  so  meet,* 
For  there  was  none  of  them  that  feigned 
To  sing,  for  each  of  them  him  pained 
To  find  out  many  crafty  notes, 
They  ne  yspar^d  not  their  throats ;  9° 

And,  soth  to  say,  my  chamber  was 
Full  well  depainted,  and  with  glass 
Were  all  the  windows  well  yglaz^ 
Full  clear,  and  not  a  hole  ycrased,' 
That  to  behold  it  was  great  joy,  95 

For  wholly  all  the  story*  of  Troy 
Was  in  the  glazing  ywrought  thus, 
Of  Hector  and  King  Priamus, 
Achilles  and  King  Lamedon, 
And  eke  Medea  and  Jason,  100 

Of  Paris,  Helen  and  Lavine ; 
And  all  the  waUs  with  colours  fine 
Were  painted,  both^  te3rt  and  glose' 
And  all  the  Romant  of  the  Rose. 
My  windows  weren  shut  each  one,  10 

And  through  the  glass  the  sun  yshone 
Upon  my  bed  with  bright  beam^, 
With  many  glad  gildy  stream^s ; 

*  Met — dreamed.  '  Steven — noise.  *  Tewnes — qu  ?  Tunis.  •  N*o1 
— would  not.  *  Meet  of  accord — in  unison  well  together.  •  Yenisei 
Fr.  /rrAf/— broken.    ^  Glose — ^glossary,  explanation. 
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And  eke  the  welkin  was  so  fair. 
Bloc,  bright,  and  clear,  ywas  ihe  air, 
And  full  attemper','  in  soth  it  was. 
For  neither  cold  ne  hot  it  was, 
Ne"  in  all  the  welkin  was  no  cloud. 

And  as  I  lay  thus,  wonder  loud 
Me  thought  1  heard  a  hunter  blow 
T'  essMy  his  great  horn,  and  to  know 
Whether'  it  was  clear  or  hoarse  of  soun  ; 

And  I  heard  going  up  and  down 
Men,  horses,  hounds,  and  other  thing. 
And  all  men  spcaken  of  hunting. 
How  ihcy  would  slay  the  hart  with  strength, 
And  how  the  hart  had  upon  length 
So  much  enbosed."  I  n'ot  now  what. 

Anon  right  when  I  heardcn  that. 
How  that  they  would  on  hunting  gone, 
1  was  right  gkd,  and  up  anon 
I  took  my  horse,  and  forth  I  went 
Out  of  chamber  ;  I  never  stent ' 
Till  come  to  the  field  without. 
There  overtook  I  a  great  rout 
Of  hunters  and  of  foresters. 
And  many  relays  and  timers,* 
That  hied  them  to  the  forest  fast. 
And  I  with  them  :  so  at  the  last 
I  askfd  one  lad.  a  limer. 
"  Say,  fcUow,  who  shall  hunten  here  ? " 
(Quod  I) ;  and  he  answer'd  again, 
"  Sir,  the  Emperor  Octavian, 
(Quod  he)  and  he  is  here  fast  by." 
''A  goddds  hair,'  in  good  time,  (juod  I, 
Then  go  we  fast ;  "  and  gan  to  ndc  ; 
When  we  came  to  the  forest  side, 
Evtfry  man  ydid  right  Si 
As  unto  hunting  felt  to  done. 

Tlie  master  hunt  •  anon  foot-hoi,' 
With  his  dear  liurn  yblew  threcmoie ' 
Ai  the  uncoupling  of  his  hound^s. 
Within  a  while  the  han^  found  is  : 
I  hallooed  and  rcchasifd  '  fast 
A  long  time  :  and  so  at  the  lost 

Fhufk/— hlddni  in  a 

.  ., , .  ..    _     ....   -troll  leU  of  houiids 

blood-hounds.  Limcr,  bom  the  ft.  timifr—\aya  of  fd 
halT-^y  tk)d  s  rnvcmr.  •  Mailer  hunl-^lef  h 
"    InlMsle.    *  Thrntnole- a  tcchDJcal  lam  (or  *  peculiar 
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This  hart^  rous'd  and  stole  away 
From  all  the  hounds  a  privy  way. 

The  hounds  had  overshot  him  all, 
And  were  on  a  default  yfall, 
Therewith  the  hunt  full  wonder  fast 
Yblew  a  forloin  *  at  the  last : 
I  was  go  walked  from  my  tree,* 
And  as  I  went  there  came  by  me 
A  whelp,  that  fawn'd  me  as  I  stood, 
That  had  folldw'd  and  could  no  good ;'        160 
It  came  and  crept  to  me  as  low, 
Right  as  it  had  me  well  yknow, 
Held  down  his  head  and  joined  his  ears, 
And  laid  all  smooth  adown  his  hairs. 

I  would  have  caught  it  up  anon ;  165 

It  fled,  and  was  from  me  agone  : 
As  I  folldw'd  and  it  forth  went, 
Down  by  a  flowery  green  it  went 
Full  thick  of  grass,  full  soft  and  sweet, 
With  flow'r^s  fele  *  fare  *  under  feet,  170 

And  little  us'd,  it  seemdd  thus, 
For  both^  Flora  and  Zephyrus, 
They  two  that  maken  flow'rfe  grow, 
Had  made  their  dwelling  there  I  trow. 
For  it  was  one  for  to  behold  •  I75 

As  though  the  earth  there  envy  woiild 
To  be  gayer  than  is  the  heaven, 
To  haven  more  flowV^  such  seven 
As  in  the  welkin  starr^s  be, 
It  had  forgot  the  poverty  180 

Of  Winter,  through  his  cold^  morrows 
That  made  it  suffer,  and  his  sorrows 
All  was  forgotten,  and  that  was  seen, 
For  all  the  wood  was  waxen  green, 
Sweetness  of  dew  had  made  it  wax.  1S5 

It  is  no  need  eke  for  to  axe 
WheV  there  were  many  green^  greves,' 
Or  thick  of  trees  so  full  of  leaves, 
And  every  tree  stood  by  him  selve 
From  other  well  ten  foot  or  twelve,  190 

So  great  trees  and  so  huge  of  strength. 
Of  forty'  or  fifty  fathom  length, 


*  Forloin — a  note  on  the  horn  signifying  that  the  game  is  at  a  dis- 
tance. '  Tree— wood.  •  Could  no  good — ^was  able  to  adiieve  bo 
good  deed.  *  Fele — many.  *  Fare — spring,  grow.  •  For  to  behold 
— to  look  upon.    '  Greves — ^groves. 
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All  clean  withouten  bough  or  stick, 

WiOi  croppos  '  broad,  and  ckc  as  thick. 

They  weren  not  an  inch  asunder,  195 

That  it  was  shade  over  all  under,' 

And  many'  a  hart  and  many'  a  hind 

Was  both  before  mc  and  behind. 

Of  fawntis,  sowers,'  buck^,  docs, 

Was  full  the  wcnkI,  and  many  roes,  200 

And  many  squirreljs  that  snt 

Full  high  upon  thi;  trees  and  ate, 

And  in  their  manner  maden  fcastf;  : 
•  •  «  •  • 

But  forth  I  roam'd  right  wonder  fast 

Down  [hrough  the  wood;  so  at  the  last  205 

I  was  'ware  of  a  man  in  black, 

That  sate,  and  had  ytum'd  his  back 

Unloanoak,ahugtf  tree: 

Lord  !  then  thought  I,  who  may  that  be  ? 

What  aileth  him  to  sitlcn  here  ?  310 

And  anon  right  I  went  him  near ; 

Then  found  I  sit  even  upright 

A  wonder  fair  welfaring  knight ; 

By  the  manner  me  ihoughten  so 

Of  good  muchel,  right  young  thereto,  215 

Of  th'  age  of  four-and-twemy  year, 

Upon  his  beard  but  htlle  hair. 

And  he  was  clothed  all  in  black  ; 

I  sialk^  even  unto  his  back ; 

And  there  1  stood  as  still  as  aught,*  210 

The  soth  to  say  he  saw  me  not ; 

For  why  ?  he  hung  his  head  adown. 

And  with  a  deadly  somiwfol  soun 

He  made  of  rhyme  ten  verses'  or  twelve 

Of  a  complaint  unto  himsctvc,  215 

The  mostd  pity'  and  the  most  nith 

That  e'er  1  heard,  for  by  truth 

It  was  great  wonder  chat  Nalilre 

Might  suffer  any  credture 

To  have  such  sorrow'  and  he  not  dead  ;  330 

Full  piteous,  pale,  and  nothing  red. 

He  said  a  lay  (a  manner  song) " 

Withouten  note,  withouten  song, 

And  was  this,  for  full  well  I  can 

Rehearse  it  ;  right  thus  it  began  :  135 

■top*.  'All  under  — that  umlanmili  wiw  all  over- 
Sow  en— sores,  bucks  in  ihrlr  foanh  year.  '  Aughi  - 
'crKi— thii  li  to  tie  pronouncetl  as  ■  mani>i]rlUI>lc; 
b  Uw  Frtnch  plnnU.  vtn.    *  Manner  song— «  wn  of 
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"  I  have  of  sorrow  so  great  won,  * 
That  joy  ne  get  I  never  none, 
Now  that  I  see  my  lady  bright. 
Which  I  have  lov'd  with  all  my  might, 
Is  from  me  dead,  and  is  agone,  24° 

And  thus  in  sorrow,  left  me  alone  : 
Alas  !  O  Death  !  what  aileth  thee 
That  thou  n'old^st  *  have  taken  me 
When  that  thou  took  my  lady  sweet  ? 
Of  all  goodness  she  had  no  mete,'  24$ 

That  was  so  fair,  so  fresh,  so  free,* 
So  good,  that  men  may  well  ysee." 

When  he  had  made  thus  his  complaint 

His  sorrowful  hearth  'gan  fast  faint. 

And  his  spirit^s  woxen  dead,  25° 

I'he  blooa  was  fled  for  pur6  dread 

Down  to  his  heart 
«  »  «  «  « 

Anon  therewith,  when  I  saw  this, 

He  far'd  thus  evil  there  he  seat,* 

I  went  and  stood  right  at  his  feet,  253 

And  gret  ^  him,  but  he  spake  right  naught, 

But  argued  with  his  own^  thought, 

And  in  his  wit  disputed  fast 

Both  why  and  how  his  life  might  last. 

Him  thought  his  sorrows  were  so  smart,       260 

And  lay  so  cold  upon  his  heart 
»  »  «  »  « 

But  at  the  last  to  say  right  soth,^ 
He  was  *ware  of  me  how  I  stood 
Before  him,  and  did  off  my  hood,  265 

And  had  gret  *  him  as  I  best  coidd 
Debonairly  and  nothing  loud ; 
He  said  ;  '*  I  pray  thee  be  not  wroth, 
I  heard  thee  not,  to  say  the  soth, 
Ne  I  saw  thee  not.  Sir,  trudy."  270 

»  «  «  «  « 

[The  poet  then  inquires  the  cause  of  bis  great  sorrow ;  upon  vbidi 
the  knight  relates  his  story  as  follows : — ] 

"  Sir,  (quod  he)  sithen  first  I  couth  • 
Have  any  manner  wit  from  youth. 
Or  kind^ly*  understanding 
To  comprehend  in  any  thing 

*  So  great  won  —  I  am  so  intimate  with  sorrov^  •  N'oldesi— 
wouldst  not.  '  Mete— mate.  *  Free— bountiful.  *  There  he s<at 
— where  he  was  seated.  •  Gret— greeted.  'Soth— true.  •  I  couth 
— since  first  I  knew  any  sort  of  wit  from  my  youth.  •  Kinddy— 
natural. 
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What  love  was  in  mine  ownd  wit,  275 

Dred^less  *  I  have  ever  yet 

Been  tributary  and  giv'n  rent 

To  Love  wholly,  with  good  intent, 

And  through  pleasince  become  his  thrall ' 

With  good  will,  body,  heart,  and  all ;  280 

All  this  I  put  in  his  servdge 

As  to  my  lord,  and  did  homdge  ; 

And  full  devoutly*  I  pray'd  him  tho  * 

He  should  beset  mine  hearth  so 

That  it  pleasdnce  unto  him  were  285 

And  worship  to  my  lady  dear. 

"  And  this  was  long  and  many*  a  year 
Ere  that  mine  heart  was  set  one  where* 
That  I  did  thus,  and  ne  wist  why, 
I  trow  it  came  me  kind^ly;  *  290 

Paraunter  •  I  was  thereto  most  able. 
As  a  white  wall  or  a  table. 
For  'tis  ready  to  catch  and  take 
All  that  men  willen  therin  make, 
Whether  men  will  portray  or  paint  295 

Be  the  workds  ne'er  so  quaint.^ 

"  And  thilkd  time  I  far'd  right  so, 
I  was  able  t*  have  learned  tho, 
And  to  have  could  *  as  well  or  better 
Paraunter  •  either  art  or  letter  ;  300 

But  for  •  love  came  first  in  my  thought, 
Therefore  I  ne  forgot  it  not ; 
I  chose  love  to  be  my  first  craft. 
And  therefore  it  is  with  me  laft ;  *® 
For  why  ?  I  took'  it  out  of  so  young  age,        305 
That  malice  ne  had  my  courdge;  " 
Not  that  time  turned  to  nothing 
Thorough  too  muchel  knowledging. 
For  that  time  Youth  my  misteress 
Governed  me  in  idleness,  310 

For  it  was  in  my  firsts  youth. 
And  though  full  little  good  I  couth,*' 
For  all  my  workds  were  flitting 
That  time,  and  all  my  thought  varying, 
All  things  were  to  me  alike  good,  31 5 

That  knew  I  then,  but  thus  it  stood  : 

fiddcss— doubtless.  'Thrall— slave.  'Tho —then.  *  Set 
ere — fixed  on  any  object.  *  Kindely — naturally.  •  Paraunter — 
ption  of  perad  venture.  'Quaint — strange.  *  Could — knoMii. 
-because.  *°  Laft — left.  *^  My  courage — that  ill  disposition 
I  possess  my  mind.     "  Couth— knew. 

O  O 
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"  It  happed  that  I  came  on  a  day 
Into  a  place  ihere  that  I  sey  ' 
Truly  the  fairest  company 
Of  tidies  that  e'er  man  with  eye  3^ 

Had  seen  together  in  one  place; 
Shall  I  clepe  it  happd  either  grace' 
That  brought  me  there  ?  naught  but  FortiSiK, 
That  is  to  lien  full  commune ;  * 
The  fals^  traitoress  perverse,  ;:j 

God  would  that  I  could  clepe  *  her  worse, 
For  now  she  worketh  me  full  woe. 
And  I  will  tell  thee  soon  why  so. 

"  Amongst  these  ladies  thus  each  one. 
The  soth  to  sayen,  I  saw  one,  3? 

That  ne  was  like  none  of  the  rout. 
For  I  dare  swear,  withouten  doubt. 
That  as  the  summer's  sunni  bright 
Is  fairer,  clearer,  and  hath  more  light 
Than  any  other  planet  in  heaven,  33, 

The  moon^  or  the  stands  seven. 
For  all  the  world  right  so  had  she, 
Surmounten  them  all  of  beaut^. 
Of  manner,  and  of  comeliness, 
Of  stature,  and  well-set  gladness,  y/ 

Of  goodlihead,'  and  so  well  besey,' 
Shortly,  what  shall  I  more  ysay  ? 
By  God  and  by  his  hallows '  twelve, 
It  was  my  sweet  right  all  her  selve ; 
She  had  so  steadfast  countenance,  34 

So  noble  port  and  maintenance. 
And  Love,  that  well  yheard  my  boon,* 
Yhad  espi^  me  thus  soon 
That  she  fell  soon^  in  my  thought ; 
As  help  me  God  so  was  I  caught  JS 

So  suddenly,  that  I  ne  took 
No  manner  counsel  but  at  her  look 
And  at  mine  heart ;  for  why  f  her  eyen 
So  gladly  I  trow  mine  heartrf  seen. 
That  purely  then  mine  own^  thought  3| 

Said  it  were  bet  serve  her  for  naught 
Than  with  another  to  be  well  ; 
And  it  was  soth,'  for  every  deal  " 


'  There  that  1  sey — where  I  saw.  '  Happe  either  gnec — chB 
or  favour.  *  Lien  full  commune — thai  is  commonly  prooe  la  1 
ceive.  *  Ctepe— call.  '  Goodlihead — epodnen.  •  Sttirf — b«sf« 
'  Hallows— sain  I3.  '  Boon— petJIioD.  ^  Sotb— truth.  *  Emj  i 
—wholly,  in  every  particular. 
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I  will  anon  right  tell  thee  why  : 

"  I  saw  her  dance  so  comply,  360 

Carol  and  sing  so  sweet^ly, 
And  laugh  and  play  so  womanly, 
And  looken  so  aebonairly, 
So  goodly  speak  and  so  friendly, 
That  certds  I  trow  that  evermore  365 

N*as*  seen  so  blissful  a  treasdre  : — 
For  every  hair^  on  her  head, 
The  soth  to  say,  it  was  not  red, 
Ne  neither  yellow  ne  brown  it  n'as, 
Methought  most  Hke  to  gold  it  was.  370 

And  which^  eyen  my  lady  had, 
Debonaire,  good,  and  glad,  and  sad,' 
Simple',  of  good  muchel,  not  too  wide ; 
Thereto  her  look  was  not  aside. 
Nor  overthwart,*  but  beset  so  well,  375 

It  drew  and  took  up  everydeal  * 
All  which  that  on  her  'gan  behold ; 
Her  eyen  seemed  anon  she  would 
Have  mercy,  Folly  weenden  so. 
But  it  was  ne'er  the  rather  do ;  *  380 

It  was  no  counterfeited  thing, 
It  was  her  ownd  pure  looking, 
Which  that  the  goddess  Dame  Natdre 
Had  made  them  open  by  measure 
And  close,  for  were  she  ne'er  so  glad,  385 

Her  looking  was  not  foolish  spread,' 
Ne  wilddy  though  that  she  play'd. 
But  e'er  me  thought  her  eyen  said, 
*  By  God  my  wrath  is  all  forgive  ; ' 
Therewith  her  list  so  well  to  live  390 

That  Dulness  was  of  her  adrad ;  ^ 
She  n'as*  too  sober  ne  too  glad  ; 
In  all^  thingds  more  measure 
Ne  had  nevdr  I  trow  creature  ;  * 
But  many*  one  with  her  look  she  hurt,  395 

And  that  sate  her  full  light  at  heart. 
For  she  knew  nothing  of  their  thought ; 
But  whe'r*  she  knew  or  knew  it  not, 

'as — ^ne  was,  was  not.  '  Sad— steady,  not  wandering.  '  Over- 
t—across. *  Everydeal — entirely.  *  The  rather  do  —  Folly 
ht  so,  but  it  was  never  the  sooner  accomplished.  {Rattur  is 
d  woird  for  sooner  —  earlier ;  and  do  is  constantly  used  bv 
ccr  for  done ;  especially  where  it  suits  the  rhyme.)  •  Foolish 
d — her  looking  was  not  spread  into  a  foolish  stare : — the  whole 
is  passage  is  a  finished  portrait  of  a  beautiful  gentle>»'oman. 
ad— afraid.    •  N'as— ne  was,  was  not.    •  Whe'r — whether. 

o  oa 
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Algate^  she  ne*  raught  of  them  a  str^ ;' 

To  get  her  love  no  near*  was  he  400 

That  won'd  at  home,  than  he  in  Ind;  * 

The  foremost  was  alway  behind ; 

But  good  folk  over  all  other 

She  lov'd  as  man  may  his  brother. 

Of  which  love  she  was  wonder  laige^  405 

In  skilful  places  that  bare  charge^ 

But  which  a  visage  had  she  thereto ! 

Alas  !  my  heart  is  wonder  woe 

That  I  ne  can  descriven  it, 

Me  lacketh  both  English  and  wit  410 

For  to  undo  it  at  the  full, 

And  eke  my  spirits  be  so  dull 

So  great  a  thing  for  to  devise ;  • 

I  have  no  wit  that  can  suffice 

To  comprehenden  her  beautf  ;  4^5 

But  thus  much  I  dare  say,  that  she 

Was  whitd,  ruddy,  fresh,  hfely  hu^ 

And  every  day  her  beauty  new^d;^ 

And  nigh  her  face  was  alderbest/ 

For  cert^s  Nature  had  such  lest*  420 

To  make  that  fair,  that  truely  she 

Was  her  chief  patron  of  beauty. 

And  chief  example'  of  all  her  work 

And  monster,*®  lor  be'  it  ne'er  so  daik 

Me  thinketh  I  see  her  evermo  ;  4-5 

And  yet  moreover,  though  all  tho  " 

That  ever  lived  were  now  aiive, 

Ne  would  they  have  found  to  descrive 

In  all  her  face  a  wicked  sign. 

For  it  was  sad,"  simple*,  and  benign.  43° 

"  And  such  a  goodly  sweet^  speech 
Yhad  that  sweet,  my  liv^s  leech,** 
So  frienddly,  and  so  well  ygrounded, 
Upon  reason  so  well  ifounded, 
And  so  treatable*^  to  all  good,  •  435 

That  I  dare  swear  well  by  the  rood," 
Of  eloquence  was  never  found 
So  sweet  a  souning  and  facdnde,'* 

*  Algate — nevertheless.  '  Ne  rought  a  stre— cared  not  a  straw  for 
them.  '  Near— nearer.  *  Large — ^bountifuL  •  That  bare  charge- 
where  there  was  necessity.  •  Devise— describe.  '  Newed — rencved 
*  Was  alderbest  —  her  face  was  best  of  all  when  closely  viewed. 
»  Lest— delight.  ><>  Monster— prodigy.  "  Tho— -those.  "Sad- 
sedate.  *' Leech  —  my  life's  physician.  '^  Treatable  —  tiactable. 
*^  Rood — cross.  ^  Souning  and  facoode— so  sweet  and  etoqnesi 
an  appeal 
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Ne  truer  tongu^d,  ne  scorned  less, 

Ne  bet  could  heal,  that  by  the  mass  440 

I  durst^  swear,  though  the  Pope  it  sung, 

That  there  was  ne'er  yet  through  her  tongue 

Man  ne  woman  greatly  harmdd; 

(As  for  her,  was  all  harm  yhid,) 

Ne  \tss€  flattering  in  her  word,  445 

That  pur^y  her  simple  recdrd 

Was  found  as  true  as  any  bond 

Or  truth  of  any  mannas  hond. 

"  Ne  chidd  she  could  never  a  deal,* 
That  knoweth  all  the  world  full  well,  450 

But  such  a  fairness  of  a  neck 
Yhad  that  sweet,  that  bone  nor  breck* 
N'as  there  none  seen  that  mis-sat ; 
It  was  white,  smooth,  straight,  and  purd  flat, 
Withouten  hole  or  caneP  bone  455 

And  by  seeming  she  n'  had  none.* 

"  Her  throat,  as  I  have  now  memoire 
Seem'd  as  a  round  tow'r  of  yvoire. 
Of  good  greatness,  and  not  too  great ; 
And  Faird  White  ywas  she  hete,*  460 

That  was  my  lady's  namd  right. 
And  she  was  thereto  fair  and  bright ; 
She  ne  had  not  her  namd  wrong  : 
Right  fair  shoulders  and  body  long 
She  had,  and  armds  ever  lith,*  465 

Fattish,  fleshy,  not  great  therewith  ; 
Right  white  handds,  and  nailcfs  red; 
Round  breastds ;  and  of  a  good  brede^ 
Her  hippos  were ;  a  straight  flat  back, 
I  knew  on  her  no  other  lack,  470 

That  all  her  limbos  n'ere  pure  suing,' 
In  as  far  as  I  had  knowing  : 
Thereto  she  could  so  well  yplay 
What  that  her  list,  that  I  dare  say 
That  she  was  like  to  torchd  bright,  475 

That  every  man  may  take  of  light 
Enough,  and  it  hath  ne'er  the  less 
Of  manner  and  of  comeliness. 

**  Right  so  fardd  my  lady  dear, 
For  every  wight  of  her  mannere  480 


>  Never  a  deal— not  a  whit,  in  no  wise.  '  Brcck — bruise.  '  Canel 
-channd.  *  She  n*  had  none — /.  e.  it  seemed  as  though  her  neck 
ad  no  bone  in  it,  being  so  purelv  smooth  and  straight.  *  Was  she 
ete— she  was  called  the  Fair  Uliite,  (Blanch).  *  Lith— flexible. 
Brede—breadth.    *  N'ere  pure  suing— did  not  strictly  follow. 
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Might  catch  enough  if  that  he  would, 

If  he  had  eyen  her  to  behold, 

For  1  dare  swear  well  if  that  she 

Had  among  ten  thousand  be^ 

She  woulden  have  been  at  the  best  485 

A  chief  mirrdur  of  all  the  feast, 

Though  they  had  standen  in  a  row 

To  menn^s  eyen  that  could  have  know;' 

For  wheV  so  men  had  play*d  or  wak^d,* 

Methought  the  fellowship  as  nak^  49^ 

Withouten  her,  that  I  saw  once 

As  a  coroun  withouten  stones ; 

Tru^ly  she  was  to  mine  eye 

The^  solein*  phoenix  of  Araby, 

For  there  Uveth  never  but  one,  49S 

Ne  such  as  she  ne  know  I  none  : 

To  speak  of  goodness,  truly  she 

11  ad  as  muchel  debonairty* 

As  e'er  had  Esther  in  the  Bible, 

And  more,  if  more  were  possible ;  S^ 

And,  soth  to  sayen,  therewithal 

She  had  a  wit  so  general, 

So  whole  incline  to  all  good, 

That  all  her  wit  was  set  by  rood* 

Without  malice,  upon  gladness  ;  505 

And  thereto*  I  saw  ne'er  yet  a  less 

Harmful  than  she  was  in  doing ; — 

I  say  not  that  she  n'  had  knowing 

What  harm  ywas,  or  ell^s  she 

Had  could^  no  good,  so  thinketh  me;  510 

And  truly  for  to  speak  of  truth. 

But  she  had  had,  it  had  been  ruth. 

Thereof  she  had  so  much  her  deal,* 

And  I  dare  say  and  swear  it  well. 

That  Truth  himself  o'er  all  and  all  51$ 

Had  chose  his  manor  principal 

In  her,  that  was  his  resting  place. 

Thereto  she  had  the  moste  grace 

To  have  steadfist  perseverance, 

And  eas/  attemper'd  governance^  520 

That  ever  I  knew  or  wist^  yet, 

So  pur^  su  if 'rant*  was  her  wit ; 

*  Be  —  been.  '  Know  —  known.  '  Play'd  or  waked  —  1.  e,  for 
whether  the  company  played  or  watched,  I  thought  it  all  naked  or 
barren  without  her.  *  Solein — sole.  *  Debonairly—  courtesy,  gen- 
tleness. •  Set  by  rood — measured  out.  '  Could — known.  •  Deal 
— share.  ^  SufTrant  was  her  wit — so  purely  tolerant  in  mind  was 
she. 
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And  reason  gladly  she'  understood. 

It  followed  well  she  could^  good  ; ' 

She  as6d  gladJy  10  do  well  : —  525 

TTicse  were  her  manners  every  deal' 

"Thercwilh  she  lov^d  so  well  right. 
She  wrong  do  woulden  to  no  wight ; 
No  wight  ne  might  do  her  no  shame, 
She  lov'd  so  well  her  own^  name.  530 

"Her  lust  lo  hold  no  night  in  hond;* 
Nc  be  thou  siker  she  would  not  fond* 
'I'o  holden  no  wight  in  balance 
By  half  word  ne  by  countenance, 
(But  if  men  would  upon  her  lye,)'  535 

Ne  send  men  into  Walachie, 
To  Pniise  and  10  Tartary, 
To  Alexandria  nor  Turkey, 
And  bid  him  fast  anon  that  he 
Go  hoodless  into  the  dry  si/a,  540 

And  come  home  by  rhe  Carrcnary  ; 
'  And,  Sir,  be  yc  now  full  right  'ware 
That  I  may  of  you  hear  men  sain 
Worship,  ere  that  ye  come  again.' 

"  She  ne  us'd  no  such  knack^s  smale  :"      545 
But  therefore  iliat  1  lell  my  tale, 
Right  on  this  same,  as  1  have  said. 
Was  wholly  all  my  love  ylaid. 
For  ccrtt^s  she  was  that  sweetd  wife. 
My  sutlisance,  my  lust,'  my  life,  550 

My  hope,  my  heat,'  and  all  my  bliss, 
My  world&»  welfare  and  my  gqddess. 
And  1  wholly'  hers,  and  every  deal." 

"  But  wherefore  that  I  icHcn  thee. 
When  that  I  first  my  lady  sey*  555 

I  was  light  young,  the  soth  10  say, 
And  full  great  need  I  had  to  learn, 
When  that  mine  hearth  woulden  yearn :'° 
To  love  it  was  a  great  emprise, 
But  as  my  wit  would  best  suffice  ;  560 

After  my  young  and  childly  wit 
Withouien  dread  I  beset  it 

■Ide  jood— knrw.  ot  could  BChicve,  goodnis!,     '  Every  d™l 

1  rtMMCIii.     *  Wl^hl  In  hond— the  di;Ui{hl«l  not  to  dnllfwith 

t.   'Would  not  hmd — «nd  br  lure  thu  ihe  would  not  itiive, 

her  lye  —  unleu   people   cDdcavouml  to  dccdvo   hei. 


y  fufficleocy,  mf  dellgbi. 


0  Each  petty  trifling.    '  My 
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To  loven  her  in  my  best^  wise. 
To  do*  her  worship  and  the  service 
Which  that  I  could  then,  by  my  truth,  565 

Withouten  feigning  either*  sloth. 
For  wonder  fain  1  would  her  see ; 
So  muchel  it  amended  me, 
That  when  I  saw6  her  a  morrow, 
I  was  warish'd'  of  all  my  sorrow  570 

Of  all  day  after  till  it  were  eve  : 
Me  though  ten  nothing  might  me  grieve 
Were  my  sorrows  ne'er  so  smart ; 
And  yet  she  sat  so  in  mine  heart 
That  by  my  truth  I  n'old^  not  575 

For  all  this  world  out  of  my  thought 
Yleave  my  lady ;  no  truly, 
*  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦      ' 

"  Now  have  I  told' thee,  soth  to  say, 
My  firsts  song.     Upon  a  day 
I  bethought  me  what  muchel  woe,  580 

And  sorrow  that  I  suffered  tho* 
For  her,  and  yet  she  wist*  it  not ; 
Ne  tell  her  durst  I  not  my  thought — 
Alas  !  thought  I,  I  can  no  rede,* 
And  but«  I  tell  her  T  am  but  dead,  585 

And  if  I  tell  her,  to  say  soth, 
I  am  adread  she  will  be  wroth ; 
Alas !  what  shall  I  then  ydo  ? 
In  this  debate  I  was  so  woe, 
Methought  mine  hearth  burst  atwain,  590 

So  at  the  last,  soth  for  to  sain, 
I  bethought  me  that  Dame  NatiSre 
Ne  formed  never  in  credture 
So  muchel  beauty  tru^ly 
And  bounty  withouten  mercy.  595 

"In  hope  of  that,  my  tale  I  told 
With  sorrow,  as  that  I  ne'er  should 
For  needds,  and  maugre  mine  head 
I  must  have  told  her,  or  be  dead.' 
I  n'ot  well  how  that  I  began, —  600 

Full  evil  rehears^  it  I  can, 
And  eke,  as  help  me  Go<i  withal, 
I  trow  it  was  in  the  dismal, 

>  Either— or.  «  Warished—cured.  *  Tho— then.  <  Wist— knew. 
*  I  can  no  rede — I  am  unable  to  advise.  •  But— unless.  '  Or  be 
dead — I  conceive  the  meaning  of  the  above  sentence  to  be»  "with 
sorrow  I  told  my  tale,  in  a  manner  that.  fh>m  the  necessity  whidi 
beset  me  I  never  should  accomplish  my  task ;  yet,  in  spite  of  fny 
head,  I  must  have  told  her,  or  die  in  the  attempt." 
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That  was  the  ten  wound^s  *  of  Egypt, 

For  man/  a  word  I  overskipt  605 

In  telling  my  tale,  for  pur^  fear 

Lest  that  my  word^s  mis-set  were ; 

With  sorrowful  heart  and  wound^s  dead, 

Softly,  and  quaking  for  pure  dread 

And  shame,  and  stinting  in  my  tale  610 

For-fear'd,'  and  my  hue  all^  pale ; 

Full  oft  1  wax'd  both  pale  and  red, 

Bowing  to  her  I  hung  the  head  : 

I  durst  not  on^s  look  her  on, 

For  wit,  mannere,  and  all  was  gone ;  615 

I  said,  *  Mercy,  sweet!'  and  no  more : 

It  was  no  game;  it  sate  me  sore. 

*'  So  ai  the  last,  the  soth  to  sain. 
When  that  my  heart  was  come  again, 
To  tellen  shortly  all  my  speech,  620 

With  whole  heart  I  'gan  her  beseech 
That  she  would  be  my  lady  sweet. 
And  swore,  and  heartily  'gan  her  hete' 
Ever  to  be  steadfast  and  true. 
And  love  her  alway  freshly  new,  625 

And  never  other  lady  have. 
And  all  her  worship  for  to  save 
As  I  best  could,  1  sware  her  this ; 
*  For  yours  is  all  that  e'er  there  is. 
For  evermore,  mine  hearth  sweet !  630 

And  ne'er  to  false  you,  but  I  mete,* 
I  n'ill,  as  wis*  God  help  me  so.' 

"  And  when  I  had  my  tale  ydo 
God  wot  sh'  accounted  not  a  str^ 
Of  all  my  tale,  so  thoughten  me :  635 

To  tell  shortly,  right  as  it  is. 
Truly  her  answer  it  was  this ; 
I  can  not  now  well  counterfeit 
Her  word^s,  but  this  was  the  great • 
Of  her  answer :  she  say^d  '  Nay,  640 

All  utterly.'    Alas  that  day 
The  sorrow*  I  suffer'd  and  the  woe  I 
^  «  «  «  # 

"  So  it  befell  an  other  year 
I  thought  on^s  I  woulden  fond^  645 

To  do  her  know*  and  understond 


•  Woundes — plagues.  •  For- fear' d — greatly  alarmed.  '  Hete — 
romise.  *  But  I  mete — unless  I  dream.  *  As  wis — as  truly,  so 
tod  help  me,  I  will  not.  •  The  great — the  full  purpose.  '  Fond — 
Jive.    *  Do  her  know — make  her  know. 
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My  woe;  and  she  well  understood 

That  I  ne  willned*  thing  but  good 

And  worship,  and  to  keep  her  name 

Over  all  things,  and  dread  her  shame,         650 

And  was  so  busy  her  to  serve ; 

And  pity  were  I  shoulden  sterve,' 

Sith.that  I  will'd  no  harm  iwis.' 

'*  So  when  my  lady  knew  all  this, 
My  lady  gave  me  all  wholly  653 

The  noble  gift  of  her  mercy, 
Saying  her  worship  by  all  ways ; 
Dred^less*  I  mean  none  other  ways, 
And  therewith  she  gave  me  a  ring, 
I  trow  it  was  the  firsts  thing :  660 

But  if  mine  hearth  was  iwax 
Glad,  that  is  no  need  to  axe. 

"  As  help  me  God  I  was  as  blive* 
Yrais^d  as  from  death  to  live, 
Of  all  happ^s  the  alderbest*  665 

The  gladest  and  the  most  at  rest : 
For  trudly  that  sweet^  wight, 
When  I  had  wrong  and  she  the  right, 
She  woulden  alway  so  goodly 
Forgive  me  so  debonairly :  670 

In  all  my  youth,  in  all^  chance. 
She  took  me  in  her  governance : 
Therewith  she  was  alway  so  true, 
Our  joy  was  ever  alik^  new; 
Our  hearths  were  so  even  a  pair,  675 

That  never  was  that  one  contraire 
Unto  that  other  for  no  woe. 
For  soth  alike  they  suffered  tho.' 

"  O  bliss,  and  eke  O  sorrow  both ! 
Alike  they  were  both  glad  and  wroth.  68( 

All  was  us  one  withouten  were;' 
And  thus  we  liv'd  full  many*  a  year 
So  well  I  can  not  tellen  how." 

"  Sir,  (quod  I)  and  where  is  she  now?" 
"  Now  ? "  quod  he,  and  ystint  •  anon ;  —  65 

Therewith  he  wax*d  as  dead  as  stone, 
And  said;  **Alas  that  I  was  bore! 
That  was  the  loss  that  herebefore 
I  told  thee  that  I  had  jrlom.»<> 
Bethink  thee  how  I  said  befome;  6 

>  Willned— desired.   "Sterve— die.    *  Iwis- -in  truth.    «  Dreddi 
—doubtless.    *  Blive— quickly.    «  The  alderbest— the   best  of 
fortunes.     '  Tho— then.     *  Withouten  were— cveiy  thing   was 
one  bctweeti  us,  without  disagreement.   *  Ystint—stopped.  »Yk 
— \osi. 
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Thou  wot*st  full  little  what  thou  meanest, 
For  I  have  lost  more  than  thou  weenest 
God  wot,  alas !  right  that  was  she." 

"Alas,  Sir!  how?  what  may  that  be?*' 
"She's  dead!"— Nay!— "Yes,  by  my  truth."  695 

"Is  that  your  loss  ? — by  God  *t  is  ruth." 
And  with  that  wordd  right  anon 
They  'gan  to  strike  forth ;  all  was  done 
For  that  tim^  the  hart  hunting. 

With  that  me  though  ten  that  this  king        700 
Began  homewardds  for  to  ride 
Unto  a  place  was  there  beside. 
Which  that  was  from  us  but  a  lite,* 
A  long  castle  with  wallas  white. 
By  Saint  John,  on  a  richd  hill,  705 

As  me  mett ; '  but  thus  it  befill : 

Right  thus  me  mett,  as  I  you  tell, 
That  in  the  castle  there  was  a  bell, 
As  it  had  smitten  hour^s  twelve. 
And  therewith  I  awoke  my  selve,  710 

And  found  me  lying  in  my  bed, 
And  the  book  which  that  I  had  read 
Of  Alcyone  and  Ceyx  the  king. 
And  of  the  goddds  of  Sleeping, 
I  found  it  in  mine  hand  full  even ;  715 

Thought  I,  this  is  so  quaint  a  sweven' 
That  I  would  by  process  of  time 
Fond*  to  put  this  sweven  in  rhyme 
As  I  can  best,  and  that  anon  : 
This  was  my  sweven,  now  it's  done.  720 

»  Lite  —  little  way.      *  Mett  —  dreamed.      '  Sweven  —  dream, 
'ond— strive. 
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THE   HOUSE   OF   FAME. 


The  House  of  Fame,  like  several  of  Chaucefs  com- 
positions, and  indeed  of  many  of  those  written  during  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  is  represented  under 
the  form  of  a  Dream.  The  whole  poem  is  in  three  books, 
containing  in  all  nearly  2200  lines.  It  abounds  in  lively 
and  vigorous  description ;  in  disquisitions  on  natural 
philosophy,  and  in  sketches  of  human  nature  of  no 
common  beauty. 

After  presenting  the  reader  with  a  literally  bare  outline 
of  the  plot  of  the  poem,  we  shall  collect  a  few  of  its 
prominently  beautiful  passages. 
I  In  the  Prologue,  comprising   108  lines,  Chaucer  has 

brought  together  various  theories  respecting  the  cause  of 
dreams;  after  which,  he  "makes  invocatidn" 

"  Lfnto  the  god  of  Sleep  anon, 
That  dwelleth  in  a  cave  of  stone. 
Upon  a  stream  that  com'th  from  Lete, 
That  is  a  flood  of  hell  unsweet, 
Beside  a  fulke  ^  men  clepe  Cimerie ; 
There  sleepeth  aye  this  god  unmerry 
With  his  sleepy  thousand  sonn^, 
That  alway  to  sleep  their  won*  is." 

The  first  Book  is  occupied  entirely  with  a  description 
of  an  imaginary  Temple  of  Venus,  constructed  of  glass; 
on  the  walls  of  which  are  displayed,  in  portraitures,  the 
history  of  ./Eneas,  abridged  from  the  poem  of  VirgiL 
Having  examined  the  interior  of  the  building,  he  desires 
to  survey  the  territory  in  which  it  is  situated. 

"  When  I  out  of  the  door^  came 
I  fast  abouten  me  beheld : 
Then  saw  I  but  a  larg^  field, 
As  far  as  ever  I  might  see, 
Withouten  town,  or  house,  or  tree, 
Or  bush,  or  grass,  or  eartd*  land  ; 
For  all  the  field  was  but  of  sand. 
And  small  as  men  may  see  at  eye 
In  the  desert^  of  Lybi^ ; 


*  Fulke— a  hollow  place,  a  vale.    •  Won— habit,  custom.    *  Earw 
—cultivated,  arable. 
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Ne  farther  no  manner  creature 
That  is  yformed  by  Nature, 
Ne  saw  I  me  to  rede  or  wiss."  ^ 

After  looking  around  him,  he  sees  aloft,  "fast  by  the 
sun/'  a  gigantic  eagle,  which  souces  down  and  bears  him 
off  in  his  talons  through  the  upper  regions  of  air.  This  is 
the  bird  of  Jove,  and  being  endued  with  human  utterance 
proceeds  to  inform  him  respecting  the  institution  of  the 
"  House  of  Fame." 

During  his  discourse,  the  wondrous  bird  ascends  higher 
and  higher,  and  the  poet  surveys  all  the  regions  of  the 
earth.  After  a  still  higher  progress,  he  arrives  among 
the  celestial  signs  in  the  Zodiac.  Here  his  journey  ends ; 
"the  House  of  Fame"  is  before  him,  and  his  companion, 
previously  to  separation,  informs  him  that  the  building 
contains  nothing  animated,  but  the  unsubstantial  shapes 
of  all  that  has  been  done  or  spoken  on  earth. 

The  poet  proceeds  towards  the  castle,  which  is  situated 
on  a  rock  of  ice,  on  one  side  of  which  he  sees  engraved 
the  names  of  persons  of  all  times  who  were  eminent  in 
their  day:  some  of  their  names,  however,  are  almost 
illegible  from  the  icy  surface  having  dissolved:  but  on 
that  side  where  the  rock  is  overshadowed  by  the  walls  of 
the  building,  the  names  are  all 

•'As  fresh,  as  men  had  written  them  there 
The  self  day,  or  that  very  hour." 

The  reader  cannot  fail  to  admire  the  bappy  consistency 
and  beauty  of  this  point  in  the  allegory.  The  description 
of  the  building,  its  architecture,  its  myriads  of  windows, 

"  Like  flakes  fallen  in  great  snows ;" 
Its  "  Barbicans  and  pinniicles, 
Imdg'ries  and  tabernacles," 

is  all  as  richly  fanciful  as  an  Arabian  tale. 

Having  surveyed  the  exterior,  the  poet  enters  the 
building  and  beholds  the  Goddess  of  Fame  seated  upon 
a  throne  of  sculptured  carbuncle.    Around  her  was 

••  the  heavenly  melody 
Of  song^s  full  of  harmony 
I  heard  about  her  throne  ysung 
That  all  the  palace  wall  yrung ! 
So  sang  the  mighty  Mus^,  she 
That  cleped  is  Caliope, 
And  her  seven  sistem^  eke. 
That  in  their  faces  seemen  meek. 
And  ever  more  eternally 
They  sang  of  Fame." 


1  Rede  or  wiss— cotmsel  or  instruct. 
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Before  the  Goddess  appear  the  various  candidaiet  {sr 
her  favour;  and  here  the  poet  has  admirably deseribed 
the  capricious  judgment  of  the  fickle  deity,  ingeDiDBdf 
making  her  the  sister  of  Fonune. 

"  And  some  oT  Ihetn  [ihe  requests^  she  gnnted  ma 

And  some  she  wmned  well  and  fai'r, ' 

And  some  she  granted  the  contisirc 

Of  their  asking  all  utterly: — 

But  this  I  say  you  uuily, 

Whal  Ihat  her  grace  was*  I  ne  wist ; 

For  of  these  folk  full  welt  t  wist 

They  had  good  Fam^  each  doervM. 

Although  they  were  diversely  atfitA." 

Upon  proceeding  to  award  Judgment  to  her  petitioans, 
the  Goddess  despatches  a  message  to  the  God  of  ibe 
Winds — iColus,  who  brings  with  him  two  trumpets ;  die 
one  golden,  which  dispenses  high  praise ;  the  other  A 
brass,  black  and  foul,  blowing  slander.  Hereupon  various 
companies  apftear  before  the  throne  and  receive  ju^- 
ment  according  to  their  qualities  and  pretensions. 

Not  pcrfcclty  satisfied  with  what  he  had  seen  (for  he 
knew  before  that  all  men  are  desirous  of  some  son  of 
fame)  the  poet  applies  to  a  stranger  to  instruct  him 
where  he  may  gain  information  of  ^  the  novelties  thx 
are  transpiring  1  of  tidings 

"Of  Love,  or  of  such  thingfa  glad  :" 

whereupon  he  is  led  to  the  "  House  of  Tidings,"  a  mar- 
vellous structure,  fashioned  like  a  cage,  and  formed  d 
many-coloured  twigs.  It  is  circular,  is  sixty  miles  in  &k- 
meter;  and  the  entrances  to  it  are  as  numerous  asibc 
leaves  on  trees,  with  numberless  holes  pierced  in  the  tcof 
that  the  sounds  may  issuefoitb.  The  building  also  rit- 
culates  with  an  inconceivably  swift  motion,  so  that  the 
visitor  is  unable  to  obtain  admittance.  While  he  is  in 
this  dilemma  he  perceives,  seated  upon  a  high  stone,  bis 
old  friend  the  eagle,  who  again  takes  him  up  in  his  talons 
and  conveys  him  into  the  interior  of  the  building  through 
one  of  the  windows.  Chaucer  finds  the  place  full  of 
persons,  all  engaged  in  relating  tidings  of  every  event 
that  has  happened  in  the  world.  A  long  description  here 
ensues  of  the  tidings  conveyed,  as  well  as  of  the  charac- 
ters chiefly  engaged  in  bringing  tidings  :  at  length  the 
poet  remarks,  that  every  one  is  running  to  a  particular 
quarter  of  the  hall ;  and  that  they  are  not  only  striving  to 
push  aside  and  pass  each  other,  but  are  even  climbing 
iy  refiusL    '  What  \ta  gmx 
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r  Iheir  prcdccessofs'  shoulders: — this  wds  the  mart  to 
tin  tidings  of  Love. ' 

't  ihis  moment,  and  before  he  can  have  saiisRcd  his 

Mity.  his  eye  suddenly  encounters  the   figure  of  a 

1,  which  he  declares  himself  wholly  unable  to  describe, 

>t  that  his  air  conveyed  both  dignity  and  aulhoriiy. 

\  in  doubt  as  to  the  character  hinted  at,  and  at 

is  juncture  the  poet  awakes  from  his  dream. 

DESCRIPTIO.V  OF  THE   EAGLE. 


That  fasHi  by  the  sun  on  high, 
As  kennen*  might  1  with  mine  i 
Mcthought  1  saw  an  eagle  soar, 
Dut  that  it  seemed  muchel  mort 


It  was  of  gold,  and  shone  so  bright. 

That  never  saw  men  such  a  sight, 

Bui  if  the  heaven  had  y  won 

AH  new  of  Cod  another  sun. 

So  shone  the  eagle's  feathers  bright. 

And  somewhat  downward  'gan  it  light. 

This  eagle',  of  which  I  have  you  told, 
That  with  feaihcrs  shone  all  of  gold, 
Which  that  so  high  began  to  soar, 
t  'gan  beholden  more  and  more 
To  sec  her  beauty  and  the  wonder ; 
But  never  was  that  dint'  of  thunder. 
Nor  that  thing  that  men  callen  foudre,* 
That  smite  sometimes  a  tow'r  to  powder. 
And  in  his  swift  coming  brend.' 
That  so  swith  'gan  downward  descend 
As  this  fowl  when  that  it  beheld 
That  1  arawm*  was  in  ihc  field ; 
And  with  his  grim  |iaws  so  strong 
Within  his  sharp^  nailf  s  long 
Me  flying  at  a  swap  he  hent.' 
And  with  his  souce  again  up  went, 
Mc  carrying  in  his  cl.iwfs  stark,' 
As  lightly'  as  1  had  been  a  lark. 


[}  KeniMn  —  behold,  'SoIh_liue.  *\ 
DdaboJt.  '  Bnaid  _  bums,  *  Arowi 
|np  be  h«nt— caught  me  ai  a  swoop. 


lint-  ilToke.    *  FouttPf- 
—  >l  Urge,  wandedng. 

■  Slark—sliff, 
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"  Now  well,  (quod  he.) 
Fint  1,  that  in  my  feel  have  thee. 
Of  whom  thou  hast  great  fear  and  wonder, 
Am  dwelling  with  the  god  of  Thunder, 
Which  men  ycallen  Jupiter, 
That  doth'  me  flyen  full  oft  far 
To  do  all  his  commanddment. 
And  for  this  cause  he  hath  me  sent 
To  thee ;  hearken  now  by  thy  truth  : 
Certdin  he  hath  of  thee  great  ruth, 
For  that  thou  hast  so  tru^ly 
So  long  yserv'd  intentifly 
His  blinds  nephew  Cupido, 
And  the  fair  queen  Veniis  also 
Withouten  guerdon'  ever  yet. 
And  nath^less  hast  set  thy  wit. 
Although  in  thy  head  full  lite'  is, 
To  make  bookes,  songSs,  and  dit&, 
In  rhyme  or  ell^s  in  cadence, 
As  thou  best  canst,  in  reverence 
Of  Love  and  of  his  servants  eke. 
That  have  his  service  soujiht  and  seek, 
And  painest*  thee  lo  praise  his  art. 
Although  ihou  haddest  never  part; 
Wherefore  so  wisly'  God  me  bless^ 
Jovis  yhalt'  it  great  humbless' 
And  virtue  eke  that  thou  wilt  make 
Anight  full  oft  thine  head  to  ake 
In  thy  study,  so  thou  ywritest. 
And  evermore  of  love  enditest, 
In  honour  of  him  and  praisings. 
And  in  his  folk^s  furtberings, 
And  in  their  matter  all  devisest. 
And  not  him  ne  his  folk  despisest. 
Although  thou  may'  '  '  "   " 

Of  them  that  him  11 


THE  HOUSE  OF  FAME.  377 

Whcrefarc,  as  I  now  said,  ywis' 

Jupiicr  considcreth  well  ihis,  70 

And  %ls,'  beausirc,"  of  uther  things, 

Thai  is,  that  thou  hasi  no  tidings 

Of  Lovfa  folk  if  ihcy  be  glad. 

Ne  of  nothing  else  that  (^od  made, 

And  not  only  from  far  country  75 

That  no  tidings  comcn  to  thcc ; 

Not  of  ihy  very  neighbour's, 

That  dwellcn  almost  at  thy  door's, 

Thou  hcanrst  neither  that  ne  this. 

For  when  thy  labour  all  done  is,  80 

And  hasi  made  all  thy  reckonings, 

In  stead  of  rest  and  of  new  things. 

Thou  goes!  home  10  thine  house  anon. 

And  all  so  dumb  as  any  stone 

Thou  sittest  ai  another  book,  S5 

Till  fully  das^d'  is  thy  look ; 

And  I i vest  thus  as  a  hermit. 

Although  thine  abstinence  is  lite.* 

THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  SOU.VD. 

Sound  Is  naught  but  air  ybroken. 
And  every  speech'  that  is  spoken,  90 

Whe'r'  loud  or  privy,  foul  or  (air. 
In  his  substance  n'  is  but  air ; 
For  as  Same  is  but  lighted  smoke. 
Right  so  is  sound  but  air  ybroke  : 
But  this  may  be  in  many  wise,  95 

Of  the  which  I  will  thee  devise. 
As  sound  Cometh  of  pipe  or  harp ; 
For  when  a  pipe  is  blowen  sharp 
The  air  is  twist  with  violence 
And  rent ;  lo !  this  is  my  sentence  ;  too 

Eke  when  that  men  haipstring's  smite, 
WheihiT  that  it  be  much  or  lite.' 
Lo  I  with  the  stroke  the  air  it  breaketh, 
And  right  so  breaketh  it  when  men  spcaketb ; 
Thus  woist*  thou  well  what  thing  is  speech  :  10; 
Now  hennesforth  I  will  thee  teach 
How  evereach  speech^,  voice,  or  soutt, 
Through  his  multiplicatidn, 
Tliough  it  were  pip'd  of  a  mouse, 
Must  need's  come  to  Fam's  House  :  tio 

iniih.    »Ali'.  beamire— nnd  »1k>.  hir  Sir, 
Id— (Hid  lighled.    *  Lite— lillte.    »"" 

kMWWI. 
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I  prove  it  thus ;  taketh  heed  now 

By  experience,  for  if  that  thou 

Throw  in  a  water  now  a  stone, 

Well  wot'st  thou  it  will  make  anon 

A  little  roundel  as  a  circle, 

Par'venture*  as  broad  as  a  cov^rcle,' 

And  right  anon  thou  shalt  see  wele 

That  circle  cause  another  wheel, 

And  that  the  third,  and  so  forth,  brother, 

Evdry  circle  causing  other 

Much  broader  than  himselfen  was, 

And  thus  from  roundel  to  compass, 

Each  abouten  other  going 

Ycauseth  of  other's  stirring 

And  multiplying  evermo. 

Till  that  it  be  so  far  ygo 

That  it  at  both^  brink^s  be. 

Although  thou  mayest  it  not  see 

Above,  yet  go'th  it  always  under. 

Although  thou  think  it  a  great  wonder ; 

And  whoso  saith  of  truth  1  vary, 

Bid  him  proven  the  contrary  : 

And  right  thus  every  word  ywis, 

That  loud  or  privy  yspoken  is, 

Ymoveth  first  an  air  about. 

And  of  his  moving  out  of  doubt 

Another  air  anon  is  mov^. 

As  I  have  of  the  water  proved. 

That  every  circle  causeth  other ; 

Right  so  of  air,  my  lev^'  brother 

Evereach  air  another  stirreth 

More  and  more,  and  speech  up  beareth, 

Or  voice  or  noise,  or  word  or  soun. 

Aye  through  multiplicatidn. 

Till  it  be  at  the  House  of  Fame. 


.Mi 


T//E  EAGLES  FLIGHT  WITH  THE  POL 

"  How  farest  thou  now? "  quod  he  to  m< 
"  Right  well,"  quod  I.    "Now  see  (quod  1 
By  thy  truths  yonder  adown, 
WheV*  that  thou  knowest  any  town 
Or  house,  or  any  other  thing, 
And  when  thou  hast  of  aught  knowing, 

>  Coverde— the  lid  of  a  pot.    •  Leve— dear.    *  Whc'r— w! 
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Then  looketh  that  thou  vrarntf  '  me. 

And  I  anon  shaJl  lellcn  ihce 

How  far  thai  thou  art  now  iherelro." 

And  1  adown  'gan  lookcn  iho,' 
And  bcbcld  fieldes  and  plaints. 
Now  hill^  and  now  mounlain^s, 
Now  valleys  and  now  for^stds, 
And  now  unneth^s  '  great  beastds. 
Now  riverfs,  now  city^s. 
Now  town^s,  and  now  great  Ire€s, 
Nuw  ihippds  sailing  in  the  sea ; 
Bui  thus  soon  in  a  whil^  he 
Was  flowcn  from  the  ground  ;o  high 
That  all  the  world,  as  to  mine  eye. 
No  more  yseemdd  than  a  prick,* 
Or  elWs  was  the  air  so  thick 
That  1  ne  might  it  not  discern. 
With  that  he  spake  to  me  so  yem,' 
And  said  ;  "  Seest  thou  any  token, 
Or  aught  thai  in  this  world's  of  spoken  ?" 
I  answered,  "  Nay." 

"  Now  turn  upward  (quod  he)  thy  Eiec, 
And  behold  here  this  larg<!  place, 
Thi«  air.  but  look  that  thou  ne  be 
Adread  of  ihem  that  thou  shalt  see, 
For  in  this  region  certiin 
Owelleth  many  a  citizen, 
Of  which  yspeaketh  Dan  Plato, 
These  be  the  nirish  bcast^,  lo  I " 
And  then  saw  I  all  the  menie  ■ 
That  both  ygone  and  also  flye. 

"  Lo  there  1  (quod  he)  cast  up  thine  eye, 
See  yonder,  lo !  the  Calaxv, 
The  which  men  clcpc  the  Milky  Way, 
For  it  is  white,  and  some  parfay' 
Ycallen  it  have  VV'atling- street. 
That  OD^s  W35  brent '  with  the  heat, 
When  that  the  sunds  son  the  red, 
Which  that  hight  Phaiftun,  would  lead 
Algate  '  bis  father's  car  and  gic.'" 

"The  car-horses  'gan  well  espy 
That  he  ne  could  no  governance, 
And  'gonen  for  to  leap  and  prance^ 


'  Bm( — bumcd,    *  Aigaw — al  & 
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And  bare  him  now  up  and  now  down  195 

Till  that  he  saw  the  Scorpion, 

Which  that  in  heaven  a  sign  is  yet, 

And  he  for  fear  ylost  his  wit 

Of  that,  and  let  the  rein^  gone 

Of  his  horses,  and  they  anon  200 

Soon  up  to  mount  and  down  descend. 

Till  both  the  air  and  earth  ybrend  ;  * 

Till  Jupiter,  lo  !  at  the  last 

Him  slew,  and  from  the  car  yeast 

'^  Lo  !  is  it  not  a  great  mischance  205 

To  let  a  fool  have  governance 
Of  things  that  he  can  not  demain  ?"• 

And  with  this  word,  soth  for  to  sain, 
He  'gan  alway  upper  to  soar, 
And  gladed  me  then  more  and  more,  210 

So  faithfully  to  me  spake  he. 

Then  'gan  1  to  look  under  me. 
And  beheld  the  airish  beastds 
Cloud^s,  mistds,  and  tempestds, 
Snow^s,  hail^s,  rains,  and  wind^s,  215 

And  the  engendering  in  their  kindds, 
All  the  way  through  which  I  came  ; 
^  O  God  !  quod  I,  that  made  Adame, 
Much  is  thy  might  and  nobleness  ! " 
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"  See  here  the  House  of  Fam^,  lo !  220 

May'st  thou  not  heard  that  I  do  ?  " 

"  Hear  what  ?"  quod  I.     "  The  greats  soun 
(Quod  he)  that  rumbleth  up  and  down 
In  Famds  House,  full  of  tidings 
Both  of  fair  speech  and  of  chidings,  225 

And  of  false  and  soth  compound  ; 
Hearken  well,  it  is  not  rowndd.* 
Hearest  thou  not  the  greats  sough  ?  "  * 
"  Yes,  pardie,  (quod  I)  well  enough.'' 
"  And  what  soun  is  it  like  1^  quod  he.  230 

"  Peter !  like  th'  beating  of  the  sea 
(Quod  I)  against  the  rockds  hollow, 
When  tempests  do  their  shippds  swallow, 
And  that  a  man  stand  out  of  doubt, 
A  mile  off  thence  and  hear  it  rout ;  235 

'  Ybrend— bum.    •  Demain — understand.    '  Rowned — ^whispered. 
^  Sough—noise,  as  the  blowing  of  wind. 
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^^^H 
581   ^^k 

Or  ellis  like  to  the  humbling ' 

^^H 

After  the  clap  of  a  thund'ring, 

When  Jovis  hath  ihe  air  ybeal  ; 

But  it  dolh  tan  for  fear  to  sweat." 

^^1 

THE   DESCRIPTION  OF  FAME. 

^H 

But  in  this  lustv"  and  rich^  place. 

^^^1 

That  Fam<<s  Hall  ycaUtM  was, 

Full  muchel  press  of  folk  there  n'as,* 

Ne  crowding,  for  too  muchel  press  ; 

^^^1 

But  aU  on  high  above  a  dais' 

Sat  in  a  seat  imperial 

245      ^^H 

That  made  was  of  ruby  TOfA 

Which  that  a  carbuncle  is  caUM, 

I  Mw  perpetually  installed 

^^^H 

A  feminine  credture, 

That  never  formed  by  Nature 

350       ^^H 

Was  such  an  other  thing  I  say  ; 

For  alderfirst,'  Ihe  solh  to  say, 

Me  thoughten  thai  she  was  so  lite* 

That  the  small  length  of  a  cubit 

Was  longer  than  she  seemifd  bt\ 

^^1 

But  thus  soon  in  a  whil^  she 

Herself  then  wonderly  ysireighl ' 

Thai  with  her  feet  she  t'h'  eanh  yrcight,' 
And  with  her  head  she  touched  heaven, 

There  as  shineih  the  siarr^  seven  ; 

^^1 

And  thereto  yet,  as  to  my  wit, 

I  saw^n  a  great  wonder  yet, 

Upon  her  even  lo  behold, 

But  certainly'  I  them  never  told, 

For  as  fele*  cyen  hadden  she 

^^1 

As  feathers  upon  fowlfe  be. 

Or  weren  on  the  bcast&  four 

Thai  Godd^s  throne  can  to  hondur. 

As  writeth  John  in  th'  Apocalypse. 
Her  hair,  thai  was  owndy  '"  and  crips," 

^^^1 

^^1 

As  bum^  gold  ii  shone  to  sec. 

And,  soth  "  to  tellen  also,  she 

Had  also  (cle  •  upstanding  ears, 

And  tongues  as  on  beast  be  hairs. 

And  on  her  feet  waxen  saw  I 

275        ^^1 

Paiuidge's  wing^s  readily. 

tambHoj-humminK.    •  Liuiy— pt«uani.    •  N'm— ■ 

iH  noL             ^^^H 

Mshl  —  «r«ih«l.     •  Vfdght  -  rrachod.     •  Kel«  - 

ffiany.                ^^^H 

ri^y.  Ft.  m/Z—waving.     '■  Clips— cnip.     "  Solh— inilh.                    ^^^H 
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THE  BLAST  OF  jEOLUSS 
BRAZEN  TRUMPET  OF  SLANDER,  OR  ILL  FA 

What  did  this  JE6ius  ?  bat  he 
Took  out  his  blacks  trump  of  brass. 
That  fouler  than  the  devil  was, 
And  'gan  this  trump^  for  to  blow 
As  all  the  world  should  overthrow. 
Throughout  evdry  regi<5n 
Ywent  this  io\i\€  trump^s  soun 
As  swift  as  pellet  out  of  gun 
When  fire  is  in  the  powder  run, 
And  such  a  smok^  'gan  out  wend  * 
Out  of  the  foul^  trump^s  end. 
Black,  blue,  and  greenish,  swartish,*  red. 
As  doeth  where  that  men  melt  lead, 
Lo  !  all  on  high  from  the  tewel ;  • 
And  thereto  one  thing  saw  I  well. 
That  aye  the  farther  that  it  ran 
The  greater  waxen  it  began, 
As  doeth  the  river  from  a  well,* 
And  it  stank  as  the  pit  of  hell. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  TIDINGS. 

Then  saw  I  stand  in  a  valley. 
Under  the  castle  fast^  by, 
A  House  that  Domus  Dadali^ 
That  Labyrinthus  yclepdd  is, 
N'as  made  so  wonderly  iwis,* 
Ne  half  so  quaintly  •  was  ywrought ; 
And  evermore  as  swift  as  thought 
This  quaint  House  abouten  ywent, 
\\  That  nevermore  it  still  ystent,^ 

And  there  came  out  so  great  a  noise, 
That  had  it  stooden  upon  Oyse  * 
Men  might  have  heard  it  easily 
To  Rome,  I  trowen  sikerly ;  • 
And  the  noise  which  that  I  yheard 
For  all  the  world  right  so  it  far*d 
As  doth  the  routing  of  the  stone 
That  from  th'  engine  is  letten  gone. 

And  all  this  House  of  which  I  rede  *® 
Was  made  of  twiggds  sallow,  red, 

*  Wend  —  go.  •  Swartish  —  dark,  blackish.  '  Tewd  — 
*  Well  —  spring.  *  Iwis  —  of  a  truth.  •  Quaintly  —  cu 
'  Ystent — stood.  »  Oyse — a  river  in  Picardy.  »  Sikerly  - 
*•  Rede — ^inform  3rou. 
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And  green^  eke,  and  some  were  white,  3 1 5 

Such  as  men  to  the  cages  twight,' 

Or  makcn  of  these  poni^rs. 

Or  ell^s  hutches  or  dossers,' 

That  for  the  sough  and  for  the  twiggf  s 

This  House  was  all  so  full  of  gigg^s,'  320 

And  all  su  full  ckc  of  chirkings,* 

And  of  many  other  workings. 

And  ckc  this  House  haih  of  entries 

As  miiny'  as  leaves  be  on  trees 

In  summer  when  that  they  be  green ;  J35 

And  on  the  roof  yei  men  may  seen 

A  thousand  holiJs,  and  well  mo, 

To  letten  the  sound  out  ygo ; 

And  by  day  in  evSry  tide 

Be  all  the  door^s  open  wide,  330 

And  by  night  each  one  is  unshut ; 

Ne  porter  is  there  none  to  let 

No  manner  tidings  in  to  pace,* 

Ne  never  rest  is  in  that  place. 

That  it  n'is  filled  full  of  tidings,  33$ 

Either  loud  or  of  whisperings. 

And  ever  all  the  House's  angles 

Is  full  of  rownings*  and  of  jangles, 

Of  wars,  of  peace,  of  marriigcs, 

Of  rests,  of  labour,  of  viiges,  340 

Of  abode,  of  deaths,  and  of  life. 

Of  love,  of  hate,  accord,  of  strife. 

Of  loss,  of  lore,  and  of  winnings. 

Of  heal,  of  sickness,  or  leadings,' 

Of  fair  weather  and  tempest^s,  345 

Of  aualm,  of  folk,  and  of  bcaslifs. 

Of  Jivers  transmutations 

Of  estates  and  of  regidns. 

Of  trust,  of  drede,'  of  jealousy. 

Of  wit,  of  winning,  of  folly,  350 

Of  plenty  and  of  great  famine. 

Of  cheap,  of  dearth,  and  of  ruin. 

Of  ^Dod  or  of  misgovcmment, 

Of  hrc,  and  divers  accident 

And  loi  this  House  of  which  I  write  355 

Sikcr  •  be  ye  it  n'as  not  lite,'* 

fllt-T-twiil.  >  Dos»Ts,  Ft-  <ibt~.bul[eti  cairied  on  tbe  back. 
I — sounds  producnl  from  any  whlrUng  motion  of  ■  nwchine  \ 
B  i*  dill  applied  (o  ihc  reeii  in  ipinninK  murafoclatiet. 
(  mv  raulm.  who  will  own  to  forty  yean'  ilBmliw.  nay 
m  nc  Utile  born  wUpuing-iop,  caUed  ».fig.  '  Cbiddnp^ 
[L  ^  Pace— .JM3&,  *  KmriunjEs— -mutlrnn^i.  '  liCS 
'  Dr«dc — doubt    •  aker^*ure.    "  Lite— small 
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For  it  was  sixty  mile  of  length  ; 
Al' '  was  the  timber  of  no  strength. 

Yet  it  is  founded  to  endure, 
While  that  it  list,  to  A'ventur^ 
That  is  the  mother  of  Tiding, 
(As  the  sea  of  well^s  and  springs,) 
And  it  was  shapcn  tike  a  cage. 

Cert^s,  quod  1,  in  all  mine  age 
Ne  saw  I  such  a  House  as  this. 
And  as  I  wonder'd  me  ywis' 
Upion  this  House,  then  'ware  was  I 
How  that  mine  eagle  fast^  by 
Was  fierchM  high  upon  a  stone, 
And  1  'gan  straight  to  him  to  gone, 
And  say^d  him  thus ;  "  1  pray  thee 
That  thou  a  while  abiden  me 
For  Goddt!s  love,  and  let  me  seen 
What  wonders  in  that  place  ybeen, 
For  yet  paraunter'  I  may  lere* 
Some  good  therein,  or  somewhat  hear. 
That  lief  me*  where  e'er  that  I  went," 

"  Peter,  that  is  now  mine  intent, 
(Quod  he  to  me)  therefore  1  dwell; 
But  certain  one  thing  1  thee  tell. 
That  but  1  bringen  thee  therein 
Ne  shalt  thou  never  conne  the  gin* 
To  come  into  it  out  of  doubt. 
So  fast  it  whirleth,  lo  !  about  j 
But  silhe  that  Jovis  of  his  grace. 
As  I  have  said,  will  thee  solace 
Finally  with  these  ilk^  things, 
These  uncouth  sight^s  and  tidings, 
To  pass  away  thine  heaviness, 
Such  ruth  hath  he  of  thy  distress 
That  thou  suffredest  debonairly, 
And  wot'st '  thy  selven  utterly 
Wholly  desperate  of  all  bliss, 
Sithe  that  Fort  line  hath  made  amiss 
The  sole*  of  all  thine  hearths  rest 
Languish,  and  eke  in  point  to  brest,* 
But  he  through  his  mighty  merit 
Will  do  thee  ease,  al'  be  it  lite," 
And  gave  in  express  command^ment, 
To  which  I  am  obedient, 

'  Al' — although.     'Ywis  —  indeed.     *  Paraunter  —  pnadn 
*  Lere  — leuTi.    'Thai  lief  me— which  maydetlKbl  me.    * 
Uie  gin— undentand  (he  contrinnce.    '  Wol'sl— knowett. 
—■wet    •  Brew— burst    ■*  Ule— Ultle. 
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1 

To  farther  thee  with  all  my  might, 

And  wiss'  and  teachen  thee  aright 

Where  ihou  may'st  most  lidingt^s  hear, 

Thou  shah  here  many  one  ylere."' 
And  with  this  word  he  right  anon 

405      ^H 

liTient  me  up  between  his  tone,' 

^H 

And  at  a  window  in  me  brought 

That  in  this  House  was,  as  methought, 

And  therewithal  methought  it  stent,' 

And  nothing  ii  abouien  went, 

410         ^^H 

And  me  set  in  the  floor  adown  : 

But  such  great  congregation 

Of  folk  as  I  saw  roam  about. 

Some  it  within,  and  some  without, 

^^^1 

N'as  never  seen,  ne  shall  be  eft,' 

4<S              ^H 

That  certds  in  this  world  n'is  left 

^1 

So  many  formed  by  Nature, 

Ne  dead  so  many  a  creatiire. 

Thai  well  unnelh^s'  in  thai  place 

Had  I  a  foot^s  brede'  of  apace ; 

4:0       ^H 

And  every  wight  thai  1  saw  there 

RownW  evereach  in  other's  ear 

A  new^  tiding  privily, 

^^^1 

Or  else  he  told  it  openly, 

Right  thus,  and  said ;  "  Ne  wot'st  not  thou    42;              ^^^| 

That  is  betidden,  lo  !  right  now  ? " 

^H 

"  No,  cert^s,  ouod  he  ;  tell  me  what : " 
And  then  he  told  him  this  and  that. 

^H 

And  swore  thereto  that  it  was  soih,' 

Thus  hath  he  said,  and  thus  he  doth. 

43a        ^H 

And  this  shall  be',  and  thus  heard  1  say. 

^H 

That  shall  be  found,  that  dare  1  lay ; 

That  aU  the  folk  that  is  on  live 

Ne  have  the  cunning  10  descrive 

Those  things  thai  1  hcardcn  there. 
What  aloud  and  what  in  th"  ear ; 

435       ^H 

^1 

But  all  the  wonder  most  was  this. 

When  one  had  heard  a  thing  ywis" 

He  came  straight  to  another  wight. 

And  'gan  him  icUen  anon  right 

^^H 

The  same  tale  that  to  him  was  told 

Ere  it  a  furlong  way  was  old. 

^^^1 

And  began  somewhat  for  to  eche" 

Unio  this  tiding  in  his  speech 

^^H 

•-infijmr.    '  Ylcro-loim.    •  Tone-«ushi  nw  up 

belw«cn               ^^^1 

■*:  lont^  ibeplunloltocL     •  Simi- itopped.    *  Efi— after.               ^^^H 

fte>— •earccly.    '  Brede -btBidlh.    •  Rown»d^w 

hupcml              ^^^m 

-tnit    '•Vwii-indced,  otatniih.    "  Ecbe-tuli 
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More  than  ever  it  spoken  was, 

And  not  so  soon  departed  was 

Then  from  him  that  he  ne  met 

With  the  third  man,  and  ere  he  let* 

Any  stound'  he  ytold  him  alse  ; 

Weren  the  tidings  soth  or  false 

Yet  would  he  teU  it  nathdess, 

And  evermore  with  more  encrease 

Than  it  was  erst :  thus  north  and  south 

Went  every  tiding  from  mouth  to  mouth, 

And  that  encreasing  evermo, 

As  fire  is  wont  to  quicken'  and  go. 

From  a  sparkle  sprung  amiss, 

Till  all  a  city  brent  up  is. 

And  when  that  that  was  full  up  sprung, 
And  waxen  more  on  every  tongue 
Than  e'er  it  was,  and  went  anon 
^  Up  to  a  window  out  to  gone  ; 

Or  but  it  might'  out  there  ypass 
It  'gan  out  creep  at  some  crevass. 
And  flew  forth  fastd  for  the  nones.* 

And  sometime  I  saw  there  at  once, 
A  leasing  and  a  sad  sothsaw,* 
That  gonnen  of  adventure*  draw 
Out  at  a  window  for  to  pace. 
And  when  they  metten  in  that  place 
They  were  acheck^d  both^  two, 
And  neither  of  them  might  out  go, 
For  each  other  they  gone  so  crowd. 
Till  each  of  them  'gan  cryen  loud, 
"Let  me  gone  first ;" — "  Nay,  but  let  me. 
And  here  1  will  ensuren  thee 
With  vowds  that  thou  wilt  do  so, 
That  I  shall  never  from  thee  go, 
But  be  alway  thine  own  sworn  brother ; 
We  will  meddle^  us  each  in  other^ 
That  no  man  be  he  ne'er  so  wroth 
Shall  have  one  of  us  two,  but  both 
At  on^s,  as  beside  his  leave, 
Come  we  amorrow  or  on  eve, 
Be  we  ycried  or  still  yrown^d  :■ 
Thus  saw  I  false  and  soth*  compowned 

*  Let — stayed.    •  Stound— short  time.    '  Or  but  it  might— 

t__  it  could  but  pass  out.     *  Nones — occasion.     ^  Leasing  anc 

^  sothsaw — a  lie  and  a  staid  truth.    •  Gonnen  of  adventure 

strove  by  chance  to  pass  out  at  a  window.  '  Meddle — ming 
•Yrowned — whispered.  •  False  and  soth — falsehood  an 
compounded,  mixed  up  together. 
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Together  fly  for  one  tiding. 
Thus  out  at  hol^a  gone  to  wring 
Ev^ry  tiding  straight  to  Fame, 
And  she  'gan  given  each  his  name 
After  her  dispositiiin. 
And  give  them  eke  duraticSn, 
Some  to  waxen  and  wanen  soon, 
As  doth  the  fair  and  whii£  moon. 
And  let  him  gone :  there  might  1  se^n 
Winged  wonders  full  fast  flyen 
Twenty  thousand  all  in  a  rout, 
As  jtolus  them  blew  about : 
And,  Lord  I  this  House  in  sWi  times 
Was  full  of  shipmen  and  pilgrims, 
With  scripp^s  bretlful  of  leasings,' 
Intermeddled'  with  tidings; 
And  eke  alon^  by  them  sclve 
A  many  thousand  timds  twelve, 
Saw  1  eke  of  these  pardoners, 
Currours,'  and  eke  messengers. 
With  boxes  crammfd  full  of  lyes 
As  ever  vessel  was  with  lies ;' 
And  as  1  alderfastest'  went 
About,  and  did  all  mine  intent 
Me  for  to  playen  and  for  to  Icre,* 
And  eke  a  tidmg  for  to  hear. 
That  I  had  heard  of  some  country, 
That  shall  not  now  be  told  for  me, 
(For  it  no  need  is)  readily 
Folk  can  ysing  it  bet  than  I, 
For  all  must  out  or  late  or  rathe' 
Alld  the  sheaves  in  the  lathe.' 

I  hearden  a  great  noise  withal 
Within  a  corner  of  the  hail. 
Where  men  of  lore  lidingfo  told. 
And  I  'gan  thitherward  behold, 
For  I  saw  running  every  wight 
As  fast  as  that  they  hadden  might. 
And  evcreach  cried ;  "  What  thing  is  that  ?' 
And  some  said ;  "  I  n'ot '  never  what  : " 
And  when  ihey  were  all  on  a  heap 
Then  they  behind  gonnen  up  leap, 
And  clomben  up  on  other  fast. 
And  up  the  noise  on  higltcn  cast, 

Iful  of  Icoiings— tirimful  of  Vin.    ■  Iniertncddled — 

'■"• s— nuinerj,    '  Lies— leas  (of  wii*.  ile.1    *. 

1  poHiblc.     ■  U*e  —  ieam.    '  Rathe  — 
s"ul — no  s™i.  know  Bin. 
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And  treaden  fast  on  other's  heels, 
And  stamp,  as  men  do  after  eels. 
But  at  the  last  1  saw  a  man 
Which  that  i  not  descrive  ne  can. 
But  be  yseem^d  for  to  be 
A  man  of  great  authority. 

And  therewithal  I  'anon  abraid 
Out  of  my  sleeps  half  afraid, 
Rememb'ring  well  what  1  had  seen. 
And  how  high  and  far  I'd  been, 
In  my  ghost,'  and  had  great  wonder 
Of  that  the  mighty  god  of  Thunder 
Had  let  me  knowen,  and  'gan  to  write 
like  as  ye  have  heard  m'indite. 
Wherefore  to  study"  and  read  alway 
I  purpose  to  do  day  by  day. 

And  thus  in  dreaming  and  in  game 
Endeth  this  little  Book  of  Fame. 

'  Cbost— spirit. 


:i 


rHE  ROMAUNT   OF  THE   ROSE. 


.  The  RomauDl  or  the  Rose  is  an  all^ory  depictnig  the  lUSiciillIu 
d  dangen  encounlered  hy  a  luva  in  punuil  of  his  mistress,  who 
Ml  tonh  UDdCT  ihe  emblcin  of  a  Row.  For  a  ihort  notice  of  this 
em,  we  the  Ufi  af  Ckauter.  vol.  i.  p.  lo.  We  tholl  proceed  lo 
tmcl  n  few  ^vourable  passagei  of  drscHpIive  beauty  from  Ihit 
luminous  composition,  which  in  the  English  irandalion  comprises 
■riy  B,ooo  venes :  the  ohgioal  poem  eitended  lo  aa,ooo. 


PORTRAIT  OP  COVETOUSNESS- 

And  next  was  painted  Covetise, 
Thai  eggeth'  folk  in  many'  a  guise' 
To  take  and  give  righl  naught  again, 
And  great  tre^sijr^s  up  to  lain. 

And  that  Is  she  thai  for  ustire  5 

Lendeth  to  many  a  creature 
The  Jess  for  the  more  winning, 
Se  covelous  is  her  burning  ! 
And  that  is  she,  for  pennies  fele,* 
That  teachcth  for  to  rob  and  steal  10 

Those  thievtfs  and  those  small  barlijts ; 
And  that  Is  ruth,  for  by  their  thruals 
Full  many  one  hangcth  at  last ; 
She  maketh  folk  complss  and  cast 
To  laUcn  other  folk^  thing  15 

Through  robbery'  or  miscoveting  ; 
And  that  is  she  that  maketh  treachers, 
And  she  that  maketh  false  pleaders, 
That  with  their  tcrtnfs  and  their  dooms* 
Do  maidens,  children,  and  eke  grooms,*  3o 

Their  heritage,  alas  ;  forgo  : 
Full  crooked  were  her  handfs  two, 
For  Covetise  is  ever  wood' 
To  gripen  other  folk^  good. 
For  Covetise  for  her  winning  95 

Full  lefe  hath '  other  mennf  s  thing. 

— Inciteih,  'Guise— fashion.  ' Fele— (erenl.  •  Doom* 
Its.  *  Grooms— youths,  *W<Md  — road.  '  F«B  We 
ly  poucsselh  other  tnen't  property. 
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PORTRAIT  OF  AVARICE. 

Another  image  set,  saw  I, 
Next  unto  Covetisc  fast  by, 
And  she  was  clepM  Avarice  ; 
Full  foul  in  painting  was  that  vice, 
Full  sad  and  caitif '  was  she  eke. 
And  also  green  as  any  leek  ; 
So  evil  hu'd  was  her  col6ur 
Her  seem'd  t'  have  liv^d  in  langudr; 
She  was  like  thing  for  hunger  dead, 
That  led  her  life  only  by  bread 
Kneaded  with  eisel  strong  and  aigre,' 
And  thereto  she  was  lean  and  me^re ; 
And  she  was  clad  full  poverly 
All  in  an  old  torn  courtepy' 
As  she  were  all  with  dogg^s  torn. 
And  both  behind  and  eke  befom 
Yclout^d  was  she  be^arly. 

A  mantle  hung  her  fast^  by 
Upon  a  bench  both  weak  and  small ; 
A  bumct*  coal  hung  there  withal, 
YfurrAl  with  no  menivcre,' 
But  with  a  furri  rough  of  hair 
Of  lamb^  skinn^s  heav/  and  black  : 
It  was  fuU  old  1  undertake. 
For  Avarice  to  clothe  her  well 
Ne  hasteth  her  never  adeal  j* 
For  certainly  it  were  her  loth 
To  wearcn  of  that  ilk^  cloth  ; 
And  if  it  were  forwearSd,  she 
Would  haven  full  great  nicety ' 
Of  clothing  ere  she  bought  her  new, 
AV  were  it  bad  of  wool  and  hue. 

This  Avarice  held  in  her  hand 
A  purse  which  hungd  by  a  band 
And  Chat  she  hid  and  bound  so  strong 
Men  must  abiden  wonder  long 
Out  of  the  purse  ere  there  came  aught, 
For  that  nc  cometh  in  her  thought  : 
It  was  not  certain  her  intent 
That  from  that  purse  a  penny  went 


'  Outif— wretched,  •  Eisel  strong  and  aim — strong  and  sh 
vinegar.  •  Courtepy— short  da>k.  (See  Prol.  Cant.  Talis,  v.  » 
Biunet— brown.  »  Menivere — deuription  of  fur.  •  Nmr  « 
— nol  •  whit.    '  Nicety— dalntincM.    •  Al"— ^though. 
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PORTRAIT  OF  ENVY. 

And  by  thai  image  nigh  enough 
Was  painted  Envy,  that  ne'er  laugh. 
Nor  never  well  in  her  heart  far'd 
But  if  she  either  saw  or  heard  70 

Some  great  mischance  or  great  disease  : 
Nothing  nc  may  so  much  her  please 
As  mischief  and  misdvenlure ; 
Or  when  she  seeth  discomfiture 
Upon  a  worthy  man  yfall,  7  j 

Then  liketh  her  right  well  withal : 
She  is  full  glad  in  her  courage' 
If  she  see  any  great  lin'Sge 
Be  brought  to  naught  in  shameful  wise  ; 
And  if  a  man  in  honour  rise,  80 

Or  by  his  wit  or  his  prowess, 
Of  that  she  hath  great  heaviness, 
For  Irusteth  well  she  goeth  nigh  wood' 
When  any  chance  yhappcth  good. 
Envy  is  of  such  cruelly,  83 

That  faith  ne  truth  ne  holdeth  she 
To  friend  ne  fellow  bad  or  good  : 
Ne  she  halh  kin  none  of  her  blood 
That  she  n'is  full  their  enemy  ; 
She  n'old,  I  dare  say  hardily,'  90 

That  her  own  father  far^d  well : 
And  sore  abideth  she  every  deal* 
Her  malice  and  her  mal  talent, 
For  she  is  in  so  great  torment 
And  hate,  such  when  that  folk  doth  good,        95 
That  nigh  she  melteth  for  pure  wood  :' 
Her  heart  so  corveth  and  so  breaketh 
That  God  the  people  well  a  wrcakeih.' 

Envy  ywis'  shajl  never  let* 
Some  blame  upon  the  folk  to  set  :  100 

I  trow  that  if  Env^  ywis 
Yknew  the  besttf  man  that  is 
On  this  side  or  beyond  the  sea 
Yet  somewhat  lacken"  him  would  she; 
And  if  he  were  so  hend  "*  and  wise  105 

That  she  ne  might  abate  his  prise," 
Yet  would  she  blame  his  worthiness, 
Or  by  her  word^  make  it  less. 

Concaee — tinrit.  mind.  '  Wood — mad.  •  HanJily— sli*  wmiid 
I  dare  sayboldl)-,  '  Every  deal— entirely.  *  Winid— msilnifis. 
'nakelh  —  revengcth.  '  Vwis  —  indpcd.  '  Let  —  prevtnl. 
Lcken  — find  fault  wilti.     '•  Hend— civil,  murtooui     "  PHie— 
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I  saw  Envy  in  that  painting 
Yhad  a  wonderful  looking, 
For  she  ne  looked  but  awry 
Or  overthwart,  all  baggingly ; ' 
And  she  had  a  full  foul  usige, 
She  mighlen  look  in  no  visage 
Of  man  ne  woman  forth  right  plain. 
But  shut  her  one  eye  for  disdain  : 
So  for  envy  ybumdd  she 
When  she  might  any  man  ysee 
That  fair  or  worthy  were  or  wise, 
Or  ell^s  siood  in  folk^s  prise. 


PORTRAIT  OF  SORROiy. 

Sorrow  was  painted  next  Envy 
Upon  that  wall  of  masonry ; 
But  well  was  seen  in  her  col6ur 
That  she  had  tivdd  in  langudr ; 
Her  seemed  lo  have  the  jaundice; 
Not  half  so  pale  was  Avarice, 
Ne  nothing  alike  of  leanness, 
For  sorrow,  thought,  and  great  distress, 
That  she  had  sufTcr'd  day  and  night 
Made  her  yellow,  and  nothing  bright ; 
Full  sad,  pale,  and  meagre'  also. 
Was  never  wight  yet  half  so  woe 
As  that  her  seemed  for  to  be. 
Nor  so  fulfill'd  with  ire  as  she ; 
I  trow  that  no  wight  might  her  please. 
Nor  do  that  thing  that  might  her  ease  ; 
Nor  she  ne  would  her  sorrow  slack, 
Nor  comfort  none  unto  her  take. 
So  deep  ywas  her  woe  begone. 
And  eke  her  heart  in  ajiger  run. 
A  sorrowful  thing  well  seemW  she ; 
Nor  she  had  nothing  slow  ybe 
For  to  bescralchen  all  her  face, 
And  for  to  rend  in  many  place 
Her  clothes,  and  for  to  tear  her  swire,' 
As  she  that  was  fulfill'd  of  ire ; 
And  all  to  torn  lay  eke  her  hair 
About  her  shoulders  here  and  there, 
As  she  thai  had  it  all  to-rent 
For  anger  and  for  mal  talent* 

'  BaEgin^Lj — squintin^j.    *  Swiic  —  neck.    *  Mai  talcD 

Eslre,  oranection. 
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And  eke  1  tell  you  certainly 
How  ihat  she  wept  full  lenderiy  : 
In  world  nls  wight  so  hard  of  heart. 
That  had  yseen  her  sorrows  smart, 
That  n'oldc'  have  had  of  her  pity,  155 

So  woe  begone  a  thing  was  she. 
She  all  to  dash'd  herself  for  woe, 
And  smote  together  her  handtfs  two  ; 
To  Sorrow  was  she  full  intentif,' 
That  woful  reck^less  caitilT,  160 

Her  roughttf'  little  of  playing, 
Or  of  clipping*  or  kissing. 
For  who  so  sorrowful  is  in  heart 
Him  lusteth  not  to  play  ne  start,* 
Nor  for  to  dancen  ne  to  sing,  165 

Ne  may  his  heart  in  temper  bring 
To  mak^  joy  on  even  or  morrow. 
For  joy  is  contrary  to  sorrow. 

PORTRAIT  OF  OLD  ACE. 

Eld*  was  ypainted  after  this, 
That  shorter  was  a  fool  iwis  170 

Than  she  was  wont  in  her  younghead;' 
Unneth"  herself  she  might  yfeed  1 
So  feeble  and  so  old  was  she 
Thai  faded  was  all  her  beauty ; 
Full  sallow  was  waxen  her  cotdur;  175 

Her  head  for  hoar  was  white  as  flour  : 
Iwis*  great  qualm"  ne  were  it  none, 
Ne  sin,  although  her  life  were  gone. 
All  waxen  was  her  body*  unweild," 
And  dry  and  dwini!d"  all  for  eld  :  iSo 

A  foul  foi-welked"  thing  was  she, 
That  whilom  round  and  soft  had  be  : 
Her  hair^s  shooken  fast  withal, 
As  from  her  head  they  wouldcn  fall ; 
Her  face  yfrouncSd  and  forpinM,"  18; 

And  both  her  hand^s  lorn"  fordwin^d  :  '* 
So  old  she  was  that  she  ne  went 
A  fool  but  it  were  by  potent." 

'olde—ne  would,  would  noL  '  Inipnilt— atlmllvt  '  Rouehie 
^Ird.  CBied.  "  Clipmng  —  niibracing.  •  St»n  —  Jesp.  ikt|L 
lit — Dldoge,  'Youngheacl — youth.  '  Unnclh — scanwly,  •  Iwts 
■i.iinly.  "Quiilm  —  grirf.  "Unweild — biT  body  bid  Eromi 
■  llv.  '*  DH-in*d  —  dwiniUislL  "  Foiwilked  —  wilnerod. 
rtou'noed  and  forplnfd— uTinkled  and  (hnink.  "  Lom— lost. 
fktu.  "  Fordwiiied— wasted  awiiy,  "  folcnt— crutch. 
QQ 
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The  time  that  passeth  night  and  day, 
And  restiless  travSileth  aye. 
And  stealelh  from  us  privily, 
That  to  us  seemeth  sikerly' 
That  it  in  one  point  dwelleth  ever, 
And  certes  it  ne  resteth  never, 
But  goeth  so  fast  and  passeth  aye 
That  there  n'is  man  that  thinken  may 
What  tim^  that  now  present  is  : 
Askeih'  at  these  great  clerkds  this; 
For  men  thinketh  it  readily 
Three  tim^s  been  ypassAi  by 
The  tim^  that  may  not  sojdum. 
But  go'th  and  may  nevSr  return. 
As  water  that  down  runneth  aye. 
But  never  drop  retumd  may. 
There  may  nothfng  as  time  endure, 
Ne  metal  nor  earthly  creature. 
For  all^  thing  is  fret*  and  shall. 
The  time  eke  that  ychangeth  all. 
And  all  doth  wax  and  fost'red  be. 
And  all^  thing  destroyeth  be  ; 
The  time  that  eldeth*  our  ancestors. 
And  eldeth  kings  and  emperors, 
And  that  us  all  shall  overcomen. 
Ere  that  death  us  shall  have  nomen,* 
The  timd  that  hath  all  in  wield* 
To  elden  folk  had  made  her  eld' 
So  inly,  that  to  my  weeting' 
She  mighlen  help  herself  nothing. 
But  tum'd  again  unto  childhead  : 
She  had  nothfng  herself  to  lead. 
Nor  wit  nor  pith  within  her  hold,* 
More  than  a  child  of  two  years  old. 
But  nath^less  I  trow  that  she 
Was  fair  sometime  and  fresh  to  see 
When  she  was  in  her  rightful  age. 
But  she  was  past  all  that  passige, 
And  was  a  doted '°  thing  becomen; 
A  furred  cap  on  had  she  nomen ;  * 
Well  had  she  clad  herself  and  warm. 
For  cold  might  else  doen  her  harm  : 

'  Sikerly— certainly.    '  Askelh  —  (imperative}  ask,    'Is 
weareth.    *  Eldeth— maketh  old.    >  Nomen— 5iir.  lalien.    ' 

Ing.    »  Nor  wil,  Ac.— neither  seax  nor  «rcagth  wilbin  her 
"Doted— fooaih,  supenumuBled. 


ROMAUXT  OF  THE  ROSE. 


PORTRAIT  OF  HYPOCRISY. 

An  other  thing  was  down  there  write' 
That  seemM  like  a  hypocrite, 
And  il  was  depcd  Papclardy;' 
That  ilk  is  she  that  i)rivily 
Ne  spareth  ne'er  a  wicked  deed 
When  men  of  her  taken  no  heeil, 
And  maketh  her  outward  precious,* 
With  pale  visflge  and  piicuus. 
And  seemeth  a  simple  creature. 
But  there  n'is  no  misiventurc 
That  she  nc  think'th  In  her  courage  :> 
Full  like  to  her  was  thilk  imige 
Tliat  maked  was  like  her  semblance, 
She  was  full  simple'  of  countenance ; 
And  she  was  clothM  and  eke  shod 
As  she  were'  for  the  love  of  God 
Vholden  to  religiiSn, 
biich  seemed  her  devoti6n, 

A  psalter  held  she  fast  in  hond, 
And  busily  she  'gan  to  fond ' 
To  make  many  a  feint  praytfr 
To  God  and  to  his  satnlds  dear: 
Nor  she  was  gay,  fresh,  norjolif. 
But  seemAl  to  be  full  intentif 
To  good^  work^s  and  to  fair. 
And  thereto  she  had  on  a  hair.' 

Ne  certfa  she  was  fat  nothing. 
But  seemtfd  weary  for  festing  : 
Of  colour  pale  and  dead  was  she  ; 
From  her  the  gates  aye  warned  be 
Of  pAradisc,  that  blissful  place. 
For  such  folk  mak^n  lean  their  grace. 
As  Christ  saith  in  bis  Evangilc, 
To  get  Tiem  praise  in  town  awhile. 
And  for  a  litlie  glory  vain 
They  Ics^n  God  and  eke  his  reign.' 

•Kind— nnltiiT.  habii.    'Wnle— (tor)  wriiwn.    '  Pii| 
\jy-ocritf.     *  Oulm'Uil  pivcious — over  nice  oulwardlj'. 
-mind.     '  As  ihe  iim  —  ai  though  sbc  were.     '  Fond 
Half— htiikcloth.    *  They  l(*cn,  &.— they  \ote  God  u  i 
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PORTRAIT  OF  POVERTY. 

And  alderlast'  of  evereachone 
Was  painted  Poverty'  all  alone. 
That  not  a  penny  had  in  hold. 
Although  that  she  her  clothes  sold. 
And  though  she  should  a  hangM  be, 
For  naked  as  a  worm  w«s  she. 
And  if  (he  weather  stoimy  were. 
For  cold  she  should  have  dy^  there. 

She  ne'  had  on  but  a  strait  old  sack. 
And  man/  a  clout  on  it  there  stack;* 
This  was  her  coat  and  her  mande ; 
No  mor^  was  there  never  a  deal ' 
To  clothe  her  with ;  1  undertake 
Great  leisure  hadd^  she  to  quake  : 
And  she  was  put,  that  I  of  talk. 
Far  firom  these  other',  up  in  a  halk;* 
There  lurWd  and  there  cow'rW  she. 
For  pov^r  thing,'  where  so  it  be, 
Is  shamcfac'd  and  despised  aye  : 
Accursed  may  well  be  that  day 
That  pover  man  conceive  is, 
For  God  wot  all  too  seld'  •  i-wis  ' 
Is  any  poor  man  well  ifed, 
Or  well  arrayed  or  idad. 
Or  well  belov^  in  such  wise 
In  honour  that  he  may  arise. 


DESCRIPTWN  OF  IDLENESS, 
WHO  INTRODUCES  THE  POET  INTO  THE  CARD. 

Then  *gan  I  go  a  full  great  pace 
Environ,'  even  in  compass. 
The  closing  of  the  squari  wall, 
Till  that  I  found  a  wicket  small 
So  shut  that  I  ne  might  in  gone, 
And  other  entry  was  there  none. 

Upon  this  door  I  'ean  to  smite 
That  was  so  fetis  and  so  lite,* 
For  other  way  could  I  not  seek. 
Full  long  I  shov'd  and  knocked  eke. 
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^H 

^^1 

And  stood  fall  long  all  hearkening 

2°i       ^^H 

If  I  heard  any  wight  coming, 

Til!  that  the  door  of  thilk '  eniry 

A  maiden  courteous  opened  me  : 

Her  hair  was  as  yellow  of  hue 

As  any  basin '  scoured  new  ; 

3>o          ^^H 

Her  flcshd  tender  as  is  a  chick. 

With  bent  browns  boih  smooth  and  sleek 

^^^1 

And  thereto  by  measure  larg^  were 

The  opening  of  her  even  clear  j 

Her  nose  of  good  pro'portWn  ; 

315     ^^H 

Her  eyen  grey  as  is  a  falcon  ; 

With  sweel^  breath  and  well  favdurid; 

Her  factf  white  and  wdJ  ca\&axid  ; 

With  little  mouth  and  round  lo  see  ; 

A  cloven  chinntf  eke  had  she  ; 

^^^1 

Her  neck  was  of  good  fashion. 

In  length  and  greatness  by  reason.* 

^^^1 

«             #            •             •             * 

From  Hicrusalem'  to  Burgoigne 

^^^H 

There  nis  *  a  fairer  neck  i-wis  ' 

To  feel  how  smooth  and  soft  it  is  ; 

^^H 

Her  throat  also  so  white  of  hue, 

As  snow  on  branch  ysnow6i  new ; 

^^^H 

Of  body  full  well  wrought  was  she, 

Men  needen  not  in  no  country 

A  fairer  body  for  to  seek ; 

^^H 

And  of  fine  orfrais '  had  she  eke 

A  chapilet,'  so  seemly  on 

Ne  never  wearAl  maid  upon ; 
And  fair  above  that  chapilet ' 

A  rose  garland  had  she  yset ; 

135      ^^1 

She  had  also  a  gay  mirriir ; 

And  with  a  rich^  gold  tressdur* 

Her  head  was  IressiW  full  quaintly  ;• 

Her  sleevfe  sewtfd  fetously  ;" 

And  for  to  keep  her  hand^  fair, 

^^H 

Ofglovis  white  she  had  a  pair; 

And  she  had  on  a  coat  of  green 

Of  doth  of  Ghent  withoutcn  ween  : " 

^^H 

, 

^^H 

Tbilk— ItMt    *B>5iii-th>iulai>ll<raifonn<Tlyin>uleciifbnus,           ^^^ 

iKniic       ^^m 

3f  the  lady's  hair.     ■  By  nnson^ — of  rraioniilile  pruponion. 

^^H 

'ch>.       ^^H 

Mlet  — wretlh.    *Tns*out  — an  omaminl  In  dreulng  i)m 
'QirinilT— euriouily.    »  Fetonsly-ooaily.    "  WiilwiHen 

^^B 

J 
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Well  seemed  by  her  apparel 

She  was  not  wont  to  great  travel,*  345 

For  when  she  kempt  was  fetously,* 

And  well  arra/d  and  richdy, 

Then  had  she  done  all  her  joum^  * 

For  merry*  and  well  begone  *  was  she. 

She  had  a  lusty  *  life  in  May,  350 

She  had  no  thought  by  night  ne  day 
Of  nothing  but  it  were  only 
To  grai'th  *  her  well  and  uncouthly. 

When  that  this  door  had  open'd  me 
This  maiden,  seemly  for  to  see,  355 

I  thanked  her  as  1  best  might, 
And  ask^d  her  how  that  she  hight,^ 
And  what  she  was  I  asked  eke  ? 
And  she  to  me  was  naught  unmeek. 
Nor  of  her  answer  dangerous,®  360 

But  fair  answ^r'd,  and  say^  thus  : 

"  Lo,  Sir,  my  name  is  Idleness, 

So  clepen  men  me  more  and  less  : 

Full  mighty  and  full  rich  am  I, 

And  that  of  one  thing,  nam^y,  365 

For  I  intending  •  to  no  thing 

But  to  my  joy  and  my  playing, 

And  for  to  comb  and  tress^  me  : 

Acquainted  am  1,  and  privy  *° 

With  Mirth,  the  lord  of  this  garden,  370 

That  from  the'  land  of  Alexandrin 

Made  the  treds  hither  be  fet  " 

That  in  this  garden  be  iset ; 

And  when  the  trees  were  wax'd  a  height. 

This  wall,  that  stant "  here  in  thy  sight,        375 

Did  Mirth  enclosen  aU  about ; 

And  these  imdges  all  without 

He  did  'hem  both  entail "  and  paint 

That  neither  be  jolif  ne  quaint  ** 

But  they  be  full  of  sorrow  and  wo,  380 

As  thou  hast  seen  a  while  ago." 

*  Travel  —  labour,  handicraft.  •  Kempt  was  fetously  —  tiimly 
combed.  •  Journ^— day's  woric.  *  Well  begone — in  a  good  way. 
*  Lusty — pleasant.  •  To  grai'th  her,  &c. — to  prepare  herself  wdl 
and  extraordinarily.  '  She  hight  —  was  named.  *  Dangerous  — 
thrifty,  sparing.  ^Intending — giving  attention.  *®  Privy— intimate. 
"  Fet— brought  "  Stant— standeth.  -  *'  Entail— carve.  "  Jolif  ne 
quaint— joyfiU  nor  strange. 
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Full  fair  was  Minh,  fiill  long  and  higb, 
A  fairer  man  I  never  sigh  ; ' 
As  round  as  apple  was  his  face, 
Full  ruddy"  and  white  in  every  place  ; 
Fctis '  he  was  and  well  beseie,' 
With  meedy'  mouth,  and  cyen  grey  ; 
His  nose  by  measure  wrought  full  right ; 
Crisp  was  his  hair,  and  eke  full  bright ; 
His  shouIder^s  of  larg^  brede,' 
And  smallish  in  the  girdlestead  ;' 
He  seemed  like  a  portraiture. 
So  noble'  he  was  of  his  stature. 
So  fair,  so  joUy',  and  so  ferisc, 
With  limbos  wrought  at  point  devise,' 
Deliver,*  smart,  and  of  great  might, 
Ne  saw  thou  never  man  so  light ; 
Of  beard  unneth  •  had  he  nothing, 
For  it  was  in  the  lirsl^  spring ; 
Full  young  he  was,  and  merry'  of  thought, 
And  in  samette '"  with  birdis  wrought ; 
And  with  gold  beat'n  full  fetously  " 
His  body  was  clad  fuU  richifly; 
Wrought  was  his  robe  in  Strang^  guise," 
And  il  to-slittered  "  for  quaintise  '* 
In  many  a  placiS.  low  and  high  ; 
And  shod  he  was  with  great  mastry 
With  shoon  decopcd,"  and  with  lace. 
By  drury  "  and  elce  by  solace ; 
His  lefc  "  a  rosen  chapelet 
Had  made,  and  on  his  head  it  set 

And  weeien  ye  who  was  his  lefe  ? 
Dame  Gladness  there  was  him  so  lefe. 
That  singeth  so  well  with  glad  courage, 
That  from  she  was  twelve  years  of  age 
She  of  her  love  grant  to  hjm  made  : 
Sir  Mirth  her  by  the  finger  had 
Dancing,  and  she  him  also  \ 


*  CKrdlcsl«ad  - 


Ifh — «w.     '  Friis  —  neat,   compacl. 
,   ~  proportioniihle.    '  Brcde  —  brmdlli. 

tpUceof  IhegirdlE.  '  Poini  ilevite — wiih  perfecl 
(T  —  nimble  •  Unnpih  — Ko/ccly.  "SmiBUe — rich  silk, 
'n  liitl  retouilv  —  skiUUII^r  pnpamt  ■■  GuiK  —  fuliian. 
aed — (rat.  slaihed,  "  QuiiltitiM — trimnen.  '*  Decopol.  Fr. 
'— eni  down.    "Dniiy  — coutufalp.  gaUuiUT.    "  Lrfe  — 
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Great  love  there  was  betwixt  them  two ; 

Both  were  they  fair  and  bright  of  hue ;  4^ 

She  seem^  like  a  ros^  new 

Of  colours,  and  her  flesh  so  tender. 

That  with  a  briar  small  and  tender 

Men  might  it  cleave,  I  dare  well  sain ; 

Her  forehead  frounc^ess  ^  all  plain ;  4: 

Bent  weren  her  eye-brows  two ; 

Her  eyen  grey,  and  glad  also, 

That  laughden  aye  in  her  semblant, 

First  ere  the  mouth  by  covenant ;  • 

I  n'ot  what  of  her  nose  descrive,'  4; 

So  fair  hath  no  woman  alive ; 

Her  hair  was  yellow*,  and  clear  shining ; 

I  wot  no  lady  so  liking. 

Of  orfrays*  fresh  was  her  garland ; 
I,  who  seen  have  a  thousand,  4] 

Saw  ne'er  i-wis  no  garland  yet 
So  well  ywrought  of  silk  as  it ; 
And  in  an  over  gilt  samite  * 
Yclad  she  was  by  great  delight. 
Of  which  her  lefe  •  a  robe  yweax'd ;  4 

The  merrier  she  in  hearth  far'd. 


DISPRAISE  OF  NIGGARDLINESS. 

A  full  great  fool  is  he  iwis  ^ 
That  rich,  and  poor,  and  niggard  is. 
A  lord  may*  have  no  manner  vice 
That  grieveth  more  than  avarice ;  4 

For  niggard  ne'er  with  strength  of  hand 
May  win  him  great  lordship  or  land  ; 
For  friend^s  aU  too  few  hath  he 
To  do  his  will  performed  be ; 
And  whoso  will  have  friend^  here,  ^ 

He  may  not  hold  his  treasure  dear  ; 
For  by  example  tell  I  this ; 
Right  as  an  adamant  i-wis 
Can  drawen  to  him  subtlely 
The  iron  that  is  laid  thereby ; 
So  draweth  folk^s  hearts  i-wis 
Silver  and  gold  that  given  is. 

*  Ftounccless— unwrinklcd.  •  By  covenant- -her  eyes,  as  it  1 
by  agreement,  anticipated  her  mouth  in  laughter.  *  Descriv* 
know  not  how  to  describe  her  nose.  *  Orfrays--gold  embroic] 
^Siinite— rich  silk.    «  Lefe— lover.    '  I-wis— in  truth.    »  May— ^ 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE   GARDEN 

The  garden  was  by  measuring 
Right  even'  and  square  in  compassing  ; 
1 1  as  longf  was,  as  it  was  large ; 
Of  fruit  had  every  tree  his  charge. 
But '  it  were  any  hideous '  tree, 
Of  which  there  weren  two  or  three. 

There  were  {and  that  wot  I  full  well) 
Of  pomegranates  a  full  great  deal. 
That  is  a  fruil  full  well  to  like. 
Namely  to  folk  when  they  be  sick ; 
And  trees  there  weren  great  foisiJn* 
That  bearen  nuts  in  their  scasiJn 
Such  as  men  Nutmegg^  call, 
That  sweet  of  savour  be  withall. 
And  of  almandr^s  great  plenl^, 
Figgds,  and  many  a  datd  tree. 
There  weren,  if  that  men  had  need, 
Through  the  garden  in  length  and  brede. 

There  was  eke  waxing*  many*  a  spice^ 
As  clove  gilofre,'  and  licorice, 
Cingiber,  and  grain  de  Paris,' 
Canelle,'  and  scl^wale '  of  price, 
And  many"  a  spice  dcliiible 
To  eaten  when  men  rise  ftom  table. 

And  many  homely  trees  there  were 
Thai  peaches,  coines,"  and  apples  bare. 
Medlars,  plumm^s,  pearls,  chlsiein^,'" 
Cherries,  of  which  many  one  fain  is, 
Nuii^s,  and  aleis,"  and  bolas,'* 
That  for  lo  see  it  was  solace. 
With  many  high  laurel  and  pine. 
Was  ranged  clean  all  that  garden 
With  cypress,  and  with  oliverrfs. 
Of  which  that  nigh  no  plenty  "  here  is. 

—except.    'Hideous  —  bad.  dmilfbl.    'Folion—         , 

BTmiing— growing.  *  Clove  gilofic — eioYMiee.  .S«  neU.  *  Gnun 
de  P»ri»— paradiie  weds,  a  ipice.     '  CiineUe— msice.     '  Selcwale — 

valerian.  ■  Coma  —  quinces.  ">  Chasteinci  —  cheitnuli.  "  Aleli 
—lotus  (ree.     "  Boliu—bullace  pium.    "  No  plenty — which  were 

V,  477.  tUnn  g»b^.\  Chu  dt  girejli.  Fr.  tarytifMiUm.  LaL  n 
clovti-lree,  or  Ibc  Trull  of  it.  Sir  I,  Mnndevillc,  c.  xivl..  dcKriUng 
•  country  beyond  CJithay.  ayt:  And  In  ih»l  coniree.  and  In  other 
contnes  IheRtlmulen.  growen  ciunT  tree*  that  bearen  ilemifjiifin 
•sd  notomifeik  and  gmc  notei  ot  Ynde,  Utd  of  eandle  uid  other 


.   'Gnun 
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There  weren  elm^s  great  and  strong, 
Maples,  ash,  oak,  asp,  plants  long, 
Fine  yew,  poplar,  and  lindens  fair, 
And  other  trees  full  man/  a  pair.  4( 

What  should  I  tell  you  more  of  it  ? 
There  weren  so  many  tre^s  yet 
That  I  should  all  encumber'd  be 
Ere  I  had  reckoned  every  tree. 

These  trees  were  set,  that  I  devise,*  5< 

One  from  an  other  in  assise  * 
Five  fathom  or  six,  I  trow^  so; 
But  they  were  high  and  great  also, 
And  for  to  keep  out  well  the  sun 
The  cropp^s  were  so  thick  yrun,  5< 

And  every  branch  in  other  knit. 
And  full  of  green^  leaves  set. 
That  sunn^  might  there  none  descend 
Lest  that  the  tender  grasses  shend.' 
There  might  men  does  and  roes  isee,  5 

And  of  squirrels  full  great  plenty 
From  bough  to  bough  alway  leaping  ; 
Conies  there  were  also  playing, 
That  comen  out  of  their  clapers,* 
Of  sundry  colours  and  manners,  5 

And  maden  many*  a  tourneying 
Upon  the  fresh^  grass  springing. 

In  places  saw  I  well^s  there 
In  which^  there  no  frogg^s  were, 
And  fair  in  shadow  was  each  well ;  5 

But  I  ne  can  the  number  tell 
Of  stream^s  small  that  by  devise  * 
Mirth  had  done  come  through  condise,* 
Of  which  the  water  in  running 
'Can  maken  a  noise  fiill  liking.^  5 

About  the  brink^s  of  these  well^s, 
And  by  the  stream^s  over'  all  ell^s. 
Sprang  up  the  grass,  as  thick  iset 
And  soft  eke  as  any  velvet, 
On  which  man  might  his  lemman  lay,  | 

As  on  a  featherbed  to  play. 
For  the  earth  was  full  soft  and  sweet ; 
Thorough  moisture  of  the  well  wet 
Sprang  up  the  sot^  *  green^  grass 
As  fair,  as  thick,  as  mister  was ;  ^  < 

*  Devise  —  describe.  «  Assise  —  situation.  «  Shend  —  sf 
*  Clapers — burrows.  *  Devise — contrivance.  •  Condise — coodi 
'  Liking— pleasing.    •  Sote— sweeL    •  Mister  was~ne6d  be. 
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But  much  amended  it  the  place 
That  the  earth  was  of  such  a  grace 
That  it  of  flow'rcs  hath  pleni^ 
That  both  in  summer*  and  winter  be. 

There  sprang  the  violet  all  new, 
And  fresh  pervink^  rich  of  hue, 
And  flow'rcs  yellow,  white,  and  red; 
Such  plenty  grew  there  ne'er  in  mead  ; 
Full  gay  was  all  the  ground  and  quaint,' 
And  powder'd  as  men  had  it  paint. 
With  many'  a  fresh  and  sundry  flow'r. 
That  castcn  up  full  good  saviiur. 


TtfE  COD  OF  LOVES  mSTRUCTIOmTO  THE  POET 

FOR  HIS  RULE   OF  CONDUCT 

UPON  ENTERING  INTO  HIS  SERVICE. 

"  Villainy '  at  the  beginning 
I  will,  said  Love,  over  all  thing 
Thou  leave,  if  that  thou  wilt  ybc  550 

False,  and  trespass  again^st  me  : 
I  curse  and  blame  generally 
All  them  that  toven  villainy, 
For  villainy  maketh  viMin, 
And  by  his  deeds  a  churl  is  seen.  555 

"These  villains  are  without  pit^, 
Friendship  and  love,  and  alt  bounty  : 
1  n'ill '  receive  to  my  servke 
Them  that  be  villains  of  emprise.' 

"  Bui  understand  in  thine  inient  5^0 

That  this  is  not  mine  intendi^ment ' 
To  clcpen '  no  wight  in  no  age 
Only  gentle  for  his  lineSge; 
But  who  so  thai  is  virtuous, 
And  in  his  port  not  outrag^us  :'  56; 

When  such  one  thou  scc'st  thee  bcfom. 
Though  he  be  not  gentle  born, 
Thou  mayest  well  see  this  in  soih  ' 
That  he"  is  gentle,  because  he  doth 
As  longeth  to  a  gentleman  ;  570 

Of  them  none  other  deem  I  can ; ' 


'  Quaint— irim,  neat,    '  Villiilny— ill-breeding. 
'Villains  of  (MnpriH^ villains  in  undertaking. 

undmtuiillng.     '  Ckpcn  —  calL     '  0" 

•iolon.     •  In  Willi— in  irulh.     '  Dean  I 


InumdmieQl  — 
—  obitTCTieroui. 
1  Judge  ihcni  la 
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For  certainly  withouten  drede  * 

A  churl'  is  deem^  by  his  deed. 

Of  high  or  low,  as  ye  may  see, 

Or  of  what  kindred  that  he  be ;  57 

Ne  say  naught  for  none  evil  will. 

Thing  which  that  is  to  holden  sdll :' 

It  is  no  worship  to  missay ;  ^ 

Thou  may'st  example  take  of  Kay, 

That  was  sometime  for  missaying  5S 

Yhated  both  of  old  and  young  : 

As  far  as  Gawen  the  worthy 

Was  praised  for  his  courtesy 

Kay  was  hated,  for  he  was  fell,* 

Of  words  despiteous*  and  cruel ;  5? 

Wherefore  be  wise  and  acquaintable,' 

Goodly  of  word,  and  reasonable, 

Both^  to  less  and  eke  to  mare  :^ 

And  when  thou  comest  there*  men  are, 

Look  that  thou  have  in  custom  aye  5< 

First  to  salue*®  them  if  thou  may ; 

And  if  it  fall  that  of  them  some 

Salue  thee  first,  be  thou  not  dumb. 

But  'quite"  them  courteously  anon. 

Without  abiding,  ere  they  gone.  5< 

"  For  nothing  eke  thy  tongue  apply 
To  speaken  words  of  ribaldiy  : 
To  villain  speech*'  in  no  degree 
Let  not  thy  lip  unbounden  be ; 
For  I  naught  hold  him  in  good  faith  6 

Courteous  that  foul^  word^s  saith. 
And  all^  women  serve  and  praise. 
And  to  thy  power  their  honour  raise ; 
And  if  that  any  missayer*' 
Despise  wom^n  that  thou  ma/st  hear,  6 

Blame  him,  and  bid  him  hold  him  still ; 
And  set  thy  might  and  all  thy  will 
Women  and  laaies  for  to  please. 
And  to  do  thing  that  may  them  ease, 

*  Drede — doubt.  •  A  churl  is  deemed — an  iU-bred  man  is  jndj 
by  his  acts.  '  To  holden  still — that  which  is  to  be  kept  see 
'^  It  is  no  worship,  &c. — it  is  dishonourable  to  speak  cviL  ^  Fel 
wicked,  cruel.  •  Despiteous — spitefuL  '  Acquaintable — social 
easy  to  form  acquaintance.     *  Mare  —  more.     •  Thwe  —  wh< 

!|  *o  Salue— salute.     "  Quite— requite.     "  ViUain  speech— km,  vul 

«i  talking.     "  Missayer— slanderer. 

i]  '  

'!  V-  579-  ^<^y''\    Sir  Kay,  the  Seneschall ;  one  of  King  Artb 

-  Knights  of  the  Roimd  Table. 
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That  they  evir  speak  good  of  thee,  610 

For  so  ihou  ITiay'sl  best  praised  be. 
"  Look  that  from  pride  thou  keep  thee  well. 

For  thou  ma/st  both  perceive  and  feel 

Thai  pride  is  both  folly  and  sin; 

And  he  that  pride  hain  him  within  615 

Ne  may  his  hearth  in  no  wise 

Meeken,'  ne  supphcn"  to  service, 

For  pride  is  found  in  every  part 

Contrary  unto  Lov&  art ; 

And  he  (hat  loveth  trudly  620 

Should  him  containd' jollily 

Withoutcn  pride  in  sundry  wise, 

And  him  disgulsen  in  quaimise;' 

For  quaint  array,  withouien  drede,' 

Is  nothing  proud,  who  taketh  heed;"  625 

For  fresh  array  as  men  may  see, 

Withouien  pride  may  often  be. 
"Maintain  thyself  after  thy  rent' 

Of  robe  and  ekd  of  garment. 

For  many  a  aithe'  fair  clothing  630 

A  man  amendeth  in  much  thing. 
"  And  look  alway  that  they  be  shape* 

(What  garmenl  that  thou  shall  thee  make) 

Of  him  that  can  the  best  ydo. 

With  all  that  prfnaincth  thereto,  63; 

Poinl<!s  and  sleevtfs  be  well  sittand" 

Full  right  and  straight  upon  the  hand  : 

Ofshoon  and  booths  new  and  fair 

Look  at  the  least  thou  have  a  pair. 

And  that  they  sit  so  fctously"  640 

That  these  rude  men  may  utterly 

Marvel,  sith  that  they  sit  so  plain. 

How  they  come  on  or  off  again  : 

Wear  straight^  gloves,  with  aumere" 
'  Meekoi— becomehumble.  'Supplim — become  pliant,  'Conuine 
— behavcj  rwulate  his  tonducl.  '  Quaintite — nolness,  '  Drede — 
doubt  •  Who  laltclh  heed— (the  whole  putace  would  ran  Ihuj): 
■'  For,  he  who  observeih,  may,  Briihoui  iloubi.  remark  that  a  trim 
amy  in  dress  is  unaccooipiuiied  with  pride:"  '  Hnl—lncome. 
■Silhe — time.  '  Shape  —  shapen.  fashioned.  "  Siltand  —  sitting. 
II  Fctously— properly.  "  Aumere  of  silk— the  glocrary  conjectures 
■umere  10  bf  '-a  corrupiion  of  aumentr."  which  nxsas  ■  pura: 
but  I  Goofei)  I  do  noi  then  perceive  the  Bi^llcUioci.     Wen  kIoveS 

'~  ' (imei  so  fashioned  as  to  Krvc  the  double  purpoae  ofglove 

e  too?    An  anecdote  11  nHaled  ol  Sir  Mallhrw  Hnle.  the 

[c.  that  a  lady,  desirous  of  lntcr«ling  him  in  her  cause,  pmented 

■  -"Ji  a  pair  of  richly  embroidnwi  gloves  filled  with  gold  coiiu. 

d  he  could  noi  be  M  unsallanl  a*  to  TcAiie  B  pair  of  gloves 

lady :  but  he  pound  out  and  reiuroed  the  money :  Irtilllioo 

di.  that  he  gave  ihe  cause  ajfainsl  hei. 
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Of  silk :  and  alway  with  good  cheer  645 

Thou  give,  if  that  thou  have  richess, 

And  if  thou  have  naught  spend  the  less : 

Alway  be  merry  if  thou  may, 

But  wast^  not  thy  good  alway: 

Have  hat  of  flow'r^s  fresh  as  May,  650 

Chaplet  of  ros^  of  Whitsimday, 

For  such  array  costeth  but  Ute  :* 

Thine  hand^s  wash,  thy  teeth  make  white, 

And  let  no  filth  upon  thee  be  : 

Thy  nailds  black  if  thou  ma/st  see,  655 

Void  it  away  deliverly ; ' 

And  comb  thine  head  right  joUily  :' 

Farce*  not  thy  visage  in  no  wise, 

For  that  of  Love  is  not  th*  emprise,* 

For  Love  doth  haten,  as  I  Hnd,  660 

A  beauty  that  cometh  not  of  kind  :* 

Alway  in  heart  I  redd'  thee 

Full  glad  and  merry  for  to  be. 

And  be  as  joyful  as  thou  can ; 

Love  hath  no  joy  of  sorrdwful  man  665 

That  ill  is  full  of  courtesy, 

That  knoweth  in  his  malady 

For  ever  of  love  the  sickdness 

Is  meint*  with  sweet  and  bitterness. 

The  sore  of  love  is  marvellous,  670 

For  now  the  lover  is  joyous. 

Now  can  he  play,  now  can  he  groan. 

Now  can  he  sing,  now  maken  moan  ; 

To-day  he  plain'th  for  heaviness. 

To-morrow  he  plain'th  for  jolliness.*  675 

The  life  of  love  is  full  contrary. 

Which  stounddmele'®  can  often  vary; 

But  if  thou  canest  mirthds  make 

That  men  in  grd"  will  gladly  take 

Do  it  goodly,  I  command^  thee ;  680 

For  men  should,  where  so  e*er  they  be, 

Do  thing  that  them  befitting  is. 

For  thereof  com'th  good  loos**  and  praise; 

Whereof*'  that  thou  be  virtuous, 

Ne  be  not  strange  ne  dangerous ; "  685 

*  Lite — little.  'Deliverly — quickly.  'Jollily — prettily,  tastefully. 
*  Farce — paint.  *  Emprise — the  accompbshment  of  love.  •  Of  kind 
— the  whole  phrase  is,  "  Love  hateth  beauty  that  is  not  so  by  nature." 
'  Rede — advise.  *  Meint — mingled.  •  JoIUness — mirth.  *•  Stoun- 
demele— every  instant.  "  In  gre — in  good  will,  *•  Loos — meuv 
also  praise  (laus).  "  Whereof  that  thou,  &c. — whatever  virtue  you 
may  possess.    '^  Dangerous — backward. 
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For  if  that  thou  good  rider  be. 

Prick  gl.tdly'  that  men  may  thee  see ; 

In  armis  also  if  thou  con," 

Pursue  till  thou  a  name  hast  won  : 

And  if  thy  voice  be  fair  and  ckar 

Thou  shalt  make  no  great  danger;' 

When  thee  to  sing  they  goodly  pray 

It  is  thy  worship*  for  t'  obey  : 

Also  to  you  it  longeth  aye 

To  harp  and  gitern,'  dance  and  play ; 

For  if  he  can  well  foot  and  dance 

It  may  him  greatly  do  advance. 

Among  eke  for  thy  lady's  sake 

Song^s  and  complaint^s  that  thou  make, 

For  that  will  moven  in  her  heart 

When  that  they  readen  of  thy  smart  : 

Look  that  no  man  for  scarce'  thee  hold. 

For  that  may  grieve  thee  manifold.' 

Reason  will  that  a  lover  be 

In  his  gifts  more  large  and  free' 

Than  churls  that  be  not  of  loving  j 

For  who  thereof  can  any  thing," 

He  shall  be  lefe  aye"  for  to  give. 

In  land^s  lore"  who  so  would  live? 

For  he  that  through  a  sudden  sight, 

Or  for  a  kissing  anon  right. 

Gave  whole  his  heart  in  will  and  thought, 

And  to  himself  keep'th  right  naught, 

After  this  swift  gift  'tis  but  reason 

He  give  his  good  too  in  a  bandon."" 

PARADOXICAL   DEFINITION  OF  LOVE. 

\ja\i  it  is  a  hateful  peace, 
A  free"  acquittance  without  release, 
A  truth  fret  full"  offalshcad, 
A  sikemess  all  set  in  dredc  ;'• 
In  heart  is  a  despairing  hope. 


A  sweet^  peril  in  to  drown  ; 
'  Prick  gladly  — ride  briskly.  *  Con — undenland,  *  Moke  no 
uiECr— lie  not  coy.  '  Thy  yrardup — lor  thy  honour.  '  Oilern — 
Hilar,  or  lule.  ■  For  acdrce  Ihee  hold— account  lliee  ■  nigfanl. 
Grieve  (hcc  manifold — injure  lh«  in  tbtious  wafi  *  Large  kuI 
<rK  —  bountiful  and  Innk.  '  Can  any  thing  ~  knovri  any  thing. 
'  Lcfc  aye— nlwayi  glad.  "  lj>rc— doolate.  "  In  b  bandon—al 
Ifpiaal.  "  Frel  hill—full  ftaughl.  ■<  In  drcde — a  certainly  set  in 
I*  Wanhopc — despair.    ■*  Woodncas — madno). 
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A  heavy  burthen  light  to  bear, 

A  wicked  wave  away  to  wear ; 

It  is  Charybdis  perilous, 

Disagreeable  and  gracious ; 

'Tis  discordance  that  can  accord. 

And  Accordance  unto  discord ; 

It  is  conning^  without  science, 

And  wisdom  without  sapience. 

Wit  withouten  discretidn, 

Avoir  without  possession ; 

It  is  sick  hele*  and  whole  sickness, 

A  trust  drowned  and  drunkenness, 

And  health  all  full  of  malady, 

And  charity  full  of  envy, 

And  angre  full  of  abundance,' 

And  a  &11  greedy  suflisance. 

Delight  right  full  of  heaviness, 

And  dreariness  full  of  gladness, 

Bitter  sweetness  and  sweet  errdur. 

Right  evil  savour'd  good  savdur, 

A  sin  that  pardon  hath  within^ 

And  pardon  spotted  without  sin, 

A  pam  also  it  is  joyous, 

And  felony  right  pit^us,* 

Also  a  play^  that  seld'  is  stable, 

And  steadfastness  right  movable, 

A  strength  weak^d  to  stand  upright. 

And  a  feebleness  full  of  might. 

Wit  unadvised,  sage  folly, 

And  joy^  full  of  tormentry, 

A  laughter  it  is  weeping  aye. 

Rest  that  travdileth  night  and  day. 

Also  a  sweet^  hell  it  is. 

And  a  sorrowful  paradise, 

A  pleasant  gaol  and  easy  prisdn. 

And  full  of  frost^s  summer  season. 

Prime  •  temps  full  of  frost^s  white. 

And  May  devoid  of  all  delight. 

With  sere^  branches  blossoms  ungreen. 

And  new  fruit  filled  with  winter  teen ;' 


1  Conning— knowledge.  '  Hele— health.  '  Angre  fixU  of  al 
dance  —  unless  the  word  amgrt  formerly  bore  a  signification 
different  from  our  present  acceptation  of  the  word  anger,  ani 
contradistinction  to  the  word  abundanet,  I  confess  myself  wt 
unable  to  reconcile  the  meaning  of  the  above  phrase,  or  to  main 
unbroken  the  string  of  antithetical  paradoxes.  ^  Piteous — mere 
compassionate.  ^  Play — a  moving  body.  *  Prime  temps— ^r 
'  Sere— dry,  withered.    '  Teen— «BUcting. 
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1  ^^B 

It  is  a  slowe'  may  noi  forbear ; 
Rags  riband  with  gold  to  wear, 

^^^1 

7^5           ^^1 

For  aU  so  well  will  Love  b«  set 

Under  rags  as  rich  rotchet,' 

And  eke  as  well  by  amoreis' 

In  mourning  black  as  bright  bumets' 

For  none  is  of  so  muchel  prize, 

770          ^^^1 

Ne  no  man  so  high  of  parage,' 
Ne  no  man  found  of  wit  so  sage. 
No  man  so  hardy  ne  so  wight,* 

^^^H 

Ne  no  man  of  so  muchel  might, 

^^H 

None  so  fuffiUdd  of  bounty. 

That  he  with  love  may  daunted'  be  ; 

All  the  worlds  hold'lh  this  way, 

Love  maketh  all  lo  go  mis  way 

^^^H 

But' it  be  they  of  evil  life, 

^^H 

Whom  Genius  cursdd.  man  and  wife, 

That  wrongly  work  against  Nature ; 

None  such  1  love,  ne  have  no  cure* 

Of  such  as  Lovfa  servants  been. 

And  will  not  by  my  counsel  fleen  ;'" 

^^1 

For  I  ne  praiscn  that  loving 

Where  through  man  at  the  last  ending 

Shall  call  them  wetches  full  of  woe. 

Love  grieveth  ihem  and  shendeth"  so  ; 

But  if  thou  wilt  well  Love  eschew 

^^^1 

For  to  escape  out  of  his  mew," 

And  make  all  whole  the  sorrow  slack. 

No  belter  counsel  ma>-'st  thou  lake 

Than  think  lo  fle^n  well  i-wis ; 

May  naught  help  else,  for  wit  thou  this. 

^^^1 

If  thou  fly  it,  it  shaU  fly  thee. 

Follow"  it  and  foUowen  shall  it  thee. 

^^^1 

tlisatlowe.  Be— •'itimmollilhaleiinnot  abswin.'                              

illudlni;            ^^H 

etc  there  li  a  buining  ligM.     <  RoUbel— loose  u[>per 

Pusee-^           ^^^^1 

moret>- love-knots.    •  Bumels— doth  dyed  brei™.    • 

^^^1 

lOMd  while  mewing,  or  muuUlng. 

■ 

^^^^■^ 

^ 
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Love  of  friendship  also  there  is 
Which  maketh  no  man  do  amiss  ; 
Of  will  yknit  betwixten  two,  800 

That  will  not  break  for  wele  ne  woe ; 
Which  long  is  likely  to  contune/ 
When  will  and  good  been  in  conmiune, 
Grounded  by  Godd^s  ordinance, 
All  whole  withouten  discordance,  805 

With  them  yholding  commanc^,* 
Of  all  their  good  in  charity ;' 
That  there  be  none  exception 
Through  changing  of  intcntidn  ; 
That  each  help  other  at  their  need,  810 

And  wisely  hele*  both  word  and  deed ; 
True  of  meaning,  devoid  of  sloth, 
For  wit*  is  naught  withouten  truth  ; 
So  that  the  one  dare  all  his  thought 
Say  to  his  friend,  and  sparen  naught,  815 

As  to  himself,  without  dreading 
To  be  discovered  by  wraying,* 
For  glad  is  that  conjunctidn 
When  there  is  no  suspectidn 
Betwixen  them  whom  they  would  prove,        820 
That  true  and  perfect  were  in  love  ; 
For  no  man  may  be  amiable 
But  if  he  be^  so  firm  and  stable 
That  Fortune  change  him  not,  nor  blind, 
But  that  his  friend  alway  him  find,  825 

Both  poor  and  rich,  in  one  estate  ; 
For  if  his  friend  through  any  gate* 
Will  complain  of  his  poverty. 
He  should  not  bide  so  long  till  he 
Of  his  helping  doth  him  require  ;  S50 

For  good  deed  done  thorough  prayer* 
Is  sold  and  bought  too  dear  i-wis  *^ 
To  heart  that  of  great  value  is  ; 
For  heart  fulfilled  of  gentleness 
Can  evil  demean"  his  distress;  835 

And  man,  that  worthy  is  of  name. 
To  asken  often  hath  great  shame. 

^  Contune — continue.  •  Commance — community  at  table,  com- 
panionship. •  Charity — brotherly  love.  ♦  Hele — conceal.  *  Wit- 
sense,  understanding.  •  Wraying — betraying.  '  But  if  he  be — un- 
less he  be.  *  Any  gate— any  mode,  or  means.  •  Prayer— entreaty. 
*•  I-wis — certainly.    *'  Demean — complain  of. 
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A  good  man  bumeth  in  his  thought 

For  slianie  when  that  he  askcih  aught ; 

He  hath  great  thought,  and  dreadcth  aye 

S40     ^H 

For  his  disease'  when  he  shall  pray 

^H 

His  friend  Icsi  that  he  wami^d'  be 

Till  he  prove  his  stability  ; 

Bui  when  that  he  haih  founden  one 

^^^H 

Thai  trusty  is,  and  true  ns  stone, 

^H 

And  hath  assayed  him  at  all. 

^H 

And  found  him  steadfast  as  a  wall, 

And  of  his  friendship  be  cenilin. 

He  shall  him  show  both  joy  and  pain. 

And  all  that  he  dare  think  or  say. 

S50    ^^1 

Withouten  shame,  as  he  well  nnay  ; 
Far  how  should  he  ashamed  be 

^H 

Of  such  a  one  as  I  told  thee? 

For  when  he  wot  his  secret  thought. 

The  third  shall  know  thereof  right  naught 

m    ^H 

For  iway  in  number"  is  bet'  than  three 

^H 

In  every  counsel  and  secrd : 

Reproof  he  dreadeth  never'  a  deal* 
VVho  that  beset*  his  word^s  well, 

For  every  wise  man  out  of  dredc* 

860          1 

Can  keep  his  tongue  till  he  see  need. 

And  fool^s  cannot  hold  their  tongue ; 

A  fooWs  beU  is  soon  yning ; 

Yet  shall  a  true  friend  doen  more 

To  help  his  fellow  of  his  sore. 

86s 

And  succour  him  when  he  had  need 

In  all  that  he  may  do  in  deed. 

And  gladder  that  he  him  pleaseth 

.Than  his  feUow  that  he  easeih  : 

And  if  he  do  not  his  request, 

870 

He  shall  as  muchcl  him  molest' 

As  his  fellow,  bcirause  that  he 

May  not  fulfil  his  volontd' 

All  fiiUy  as  he  hath  required. 

If  both  the  hearths  Love  hath  l)r«d 

Sr> 

Both  joy  and  woe  they  shall  depart,* 

And  take  evenly  each  his  part  ; 

Half  his  annoy  he  shall  have  aye. 

And  comfon  him  what  that  he  may. 

And  of  his  btis;.^  part  shall  he, 

88a 

If  love  willen  dcpnned*  be. 

>  DiHKM  —  veullon.     *  Wunol  —  rcTuvd.     >  Bti 

—  brtlw. 

rem  a  dcal-nol  >l  »11,     •  Who  tl«i  bart-«l.o«. 

ruuilnh. 

a  hiitiMlf 

rstowe-wtn,  douiT.    •  I>p«n-<]ivi<lr. 

^^H 
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THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  ISOLATED  PASSAGES  OF  POETICAL 
BEAUTY   SELECTED   FROM 

THE   ASSEMBLY   OF   FOWLS. 


UNIVERSAL  REGENERATION, 

For  out  of  the  old^  field^s,  as  men  saith, 
Cometh  all  this  new  com  from  year  to  year, 
And  out  of  oldd  book^s,  in  good  faith, 
Cometh  all  this  new  science  that  men  lere.'  4 

[The  following  Sylvan  Catalogue,  with  the  concluding  portion  o( 
the  extract,  have  been  copied,  and  almost  verbally,  by  Spenser 
in  his  Faery  Qu€en.'\ 

Over  all  where  I  mine  ey^n  cast 
Were  tre^s  clad  with  leaves  that  aye  shall  last. 
Each  in  his  kind,  with  colour  fresh  and  green 
As  emerald,  that  joy  it  was  to  seen.  8 

The  builder  oak,  and  eke  the  hardy  ash. 
The  pillar  elm,  the  coffer  unto  carainc,' 
The  box  pipe  tree,  the  holme  to  whipp^  lash, 
The  sailing  fir,  the  cypress  death  to  'plain. 
The  shooter  yew,  the  aspe'  for  shaftls  plain, 
Th'  olfve  of  peace,  and  eke  the  drunken  vine, 
The  victor  padm,  the  laurer  to  devine.*  15 

A  garden  saw  I  fuUof  blossom'd  boughds 
Upon  a  river  in  a  green^  mead. 
There  as  sweetness  evermore  enow  is, 
With  flow'r^s  white  and  blue,  yell6w  and  red, 
And  cold  and  clear  well  stream^s,  nothing  dead. 
That  swammen  full  of  small^  fishes  light. 
With  finn^s  red  and  scal^  silver  bright  23 

On  every  bough  the  bird^s  heard  I  sing 
With  voice  of  angel  in  their  harmony. 
That  busied  them  their  bird^  forth  to  bring  : — 

1  Lere — learn.    '  Coffer  unto  caraine — diest  to  bold  the  corpse. 
'  Aspe — aspen.    ^  Devine,  Fr.  dtvitur—ionM^  prophesy. 
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The  littie  pretty  conies  to  their  play  'gan  hie, 
And  farther  all  about  I  'gan  espy 
The  dreadful*  roe,  the  buck,  the  hart,  and  hind, 
Squirrels,  and  beast^s  small  of  gentle  kind  29 

Of  instruments  of  string^s  in  accord 
Heard  1  so  play  a  ravishing  sweetness, 
That  God,  that  maker  is  of  all  and  lord, 
Ne  heard  nev^r  a  better,  as  1  guess  : 
Therewith  a  wind,  unneth*  it  might  be  less. 
Made  in  the  leaves  green  a  nois^  soft 
Accordant  to  the  FowMs  song  on  loft.  36 

The  air  of  the  place  so  attempre'  was 
That  ne'er  was  there  grievance  of  hot  ne  cold. 
There  was  eke  every  wholesome  spice  and  grass, 
Ne  no  man  may  there  waxen  sick  ne  old ; 
Yet  was  there  mor^  joy  a  thousand  fold 
Than  I  can  tell,  or  ever  could  or  might ; 
There  is  ever  clear  day  and  never  night.  43 

[How  admirably  concise  and  comprehensive  is  the  follov^-ing  charac- 
teristic Catalogue  of  the  Fowls.] 

There  mighten  men  the  royal  eagle  find, 
That  with  his  sharp^  look  pierceth  the  sun. 
And  other  eagles  of  a  lower  kind, 
Of  which  that  clerk^s  well  devis^n  con ;  * 
There  was  the  tyrant  with  his  feathers  dun 
And  green,  I  mean  the  goshawk  that  doth  pine* 
To  birds  for  his  outragdous  ravine ;  50 

The  gentle  falcon,  that  with  his  feet  distraineth 
The  kingds  hand  ;  the  hardy  sperhawk  eke, 
The  quailds  foe  ;  the  merlion,  that  paineth 
Himself  full  oft  the  larkd  for  to  seek ; 
There  was  the  dovd,  with  her  eyen  so  meek ; 
The  jealous  swan,  against  his  death  that  singeth  ; 
The  owl  eke,  that  of  death  the  bode  ybringeth  ;       57 

The  crane,  (the  geant)  with  his  trumpds  soun  ; 
The  thief  the  chough,  and  eke  the  chatt'ring  pie  ; 
The  scorning  jay  ;  the  eelds  foe  th'  herdun ; 
The  false  lapwing,  all  full  of  treachery  ; 
The  starling,  that  the  counsel  can  bewray  ; 
The  tamd  ruddock,®  and  the  coward  kite ; 
The  cock,  that  horologe  is  of  thorj)ds  lite  ;'  64 

1  E>readful — fearful,  timid.  •  Unneth  -  scarcely.  '  Attemprc  — 
temperate.  *  Devisen  con — can  well  describe.  *  Pine — pain,  tor- 
ment. •  Ruddock  —  red-breast.  'Horologe  of  thorpes  lite — the 
clock  to  little  villages. 


6i4  THE  ASSEMBLY  OF  FOWLS, 

The  sparrow,  Venus'  son  ;  the  nightingale. 
That  clepeth  *  forth  the  freshtf  leav^  new ; 
The  swallow,  murdVer  of  the  be^  smale 
That  maken  honey  of  flow'res  fresh  of  hue ; 
The  wedded  turtle  with  her  hearth  true  < 
The  peacock  with  his  angel  feathers  bright ; 
The  pheasant,  scomer  ofthe  cock  by  night ;  71 

The  waker  goose  ;'  the  cuckow,  e'er  unkind  ;* 
The  popinjay,*  full  of  delicacy  ; 
The  drake,  destroyer  of  his  own^  kind  ; 
The  stork,  the  wreaker  of  advoutery ;  * 
The  hot^  cormorant,  full  of  gluttony  ; 
The  raven  wise ;  the  crow,  with  voice  of  care ; 
The  throstle  old,  and  frosty  fielddfare.  78 

'  Clq)eth — calleth.  '  Waker  goose — an  historical  aDusion  to  this 
bird  having  saved  the  Roman  capitol.  The  goose  is,  by  nature,  so 
watchful,  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  surprise  it  when  asleep. 
»  Unkind — unnatural.  *  Popinjay— qu.  ?  the  parrot.  *  Wreaker  of 
advoutery — revenger  of  adultery. 
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Sometime  the  world  so  steadfast  was  and  stable, 

That  man's  word  was  an  obligatidn, 

And  now  it  is  so  false  and  deceivable, 

That  word  and  deed,  as  in  conclusidn, 

Is  nothing  like  ;  for  turned  is  up  so  down 

All  the  world,  through  mede'  and  fickleness, 

That  all  is  lost  for  lack  of  steadfastness.  7 

What  maketh  the  world  to  be  so  variable 
But  lust*  that  men  have  in  dissensidn  ? 
For  among  us  a  man  is  held  unable, 
But  if  he  can  by  some  collusidn 
Do  his  neighbour  wrong  and  oppressidn ; 
What  causeth  this  but  wilful  wretchedness?' 
That  all  is  lost  for  lack  of  steadfastness.  14 

Truth  is  put  down,  reason  is  held  fable, 
Virtue  hath  now  no  dominatidn, 
Pity'  is  exil<5d,  no  man  is  mercidble. 
Through  covetise  is  blent  discretidn  ; 
The  world  hath  made  a  permutatidn 
From  right  to  wrong,  from  truth  to  fickleness. 
That  all  is  lost  for  lack  of  steadfastness.  21 


l'envoye. 

Prince,  aye  desire  to  be  honourable. 
Cherish  thy  folk,  and  hate  extortidn  ; 
Suffer  nothing  that  may  be  rcprovable 
To  thine  estate  doen  in  thy  regidn  ; 
Show  forth  the  yard  *  of  castigatidn  ; 
Dread  God,  do  law,  love  truth  and  worthiness, 
And  wed  thy  folk  aycn  to  steadfastness.  28 

'  Medc  —  favour.     *  Lust  —  desire.     '  Wretchedness  —  wTath,  re- 
venge.   *  Yard — rod,  staff. 
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Go  forth,  king,  and  rule  thee  by  sapience; 

Bishop,  be  able  to  minister  doctrfne ; 

Lord,  to  true  counsel  give  thou  audience ; 

Womanhood,  to  chastity  e'er  inchne ; 

Knight,  let  thy  deed^s  worship  determine  ; 

Be  righteous,  judge,  in  saving  of  thy  name ; 

Rich,  do  almous,  lest  thou  lose  bhss  with  shame ;    7 

People,  obey  your  king  and  eke  the  law ; 
Age,  be  nil^d  by  good  religion  ; 
True  servant,  be  dreadful,  *  keep  thee'  under  awe ; 
And  thou,  pover,'  fie  on  presumptidn  ; 
Inobedience  to  youth  is  utter  destructidn  : 
Remember  you  how  God  hath  set  you,  lo ! 
And  do  your  part  as  ye  be'  ordained  ta  14 


CHAUCER  TO  HIS  EMPTY  PURSE. 

To  you  my  purse,  and  to  none  other  wight, 

Complain  I,  for  ye  be  my  lady  dear ; 

I  am  sorry  now  that  ye  be  so  light, 

For  certds  ye  now  make  me  heavy  cheer  : 

Me  were  as  lief  be  laid  upon  a  bier. 

For  which  unto  your  mercy  thus  I  cry, 

Be  heavy  again,  or  ellds  must  I  die.  7 

Now  vouchsafen  this  day  ere  it  be  night 
That  I  of  you  the  blissful  sound  may  hear, 
Or  see  your  colour  Hke  the  sunn^  bright. 
That  of  yellowness  ne  had  never  peer ; 
Ye  be  my  life,  ye  be  my  hearths  steer ;  * 
Queen  of  comfdrt  and  of  good  company, 
Be  heavy  again,  or  ell<5s  must  1  die.  14 

Now  purse,  that  art  tome  my  liv^s  light. 
And  saviour,  as  down  in  this  world  here, 
Out  of  this  townd  help  me  by  your  might, 
Sithen  that  you  will  not  be  my  tres<$r, 
For  I  am  shave  as  nigh  as  any  frere, 
But  I  prayen  unto  your  courtesy 
Be  heavy  again,  or  ellds  must  1  die.  2 

'  Dreadful— timid.    *  Pover— poor.    •  Steer— guide,  behn. 
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CHAUCER  UNTO   THE  KING  {HENRY  IV.) 

O  CONQUEROR  of  Brutds  Albion  ! 
Which  that  by  line  and  free  electidn 
Been  very  king,  this  unto  you  I  send. 
And  ye  which  that  may  all  harms  amend, 
Have  mind  upon  my  supplicatidn. 


A   BALLAD  MADE  BY  CHAUCER, 

TEACHING  WHAT  IS  GENTLENESS,   OR  WHO  IS  WORTHY  TO  BE 

CALLED  GENTLE. 

The  firstd  stock,  father  of  gentleness, 

What  man  desircth  gentle  for  to  be. 

Must  follow^  his  trace,  and  all  his  witt^s  dress  ' 

Virtue  to  love  and  vices  for  to  flee, 

For  unto  virtue  'longeth  dignity. 

And  not  the  reverse,  safely  dare  I  deem,' 

Al*'  wear  he  mitre,  crown,  or  diadem.  7 

This  firstd  stock  was  full  of  righteousness. 
True  of  his  word,  sober,  piteous,  and  free.* 
Clean  of  his  ghost,^  and  lovdd  business. 
Against  the  vice  of  sloth  in  honesty. 
And,  but  *  his  heir  love  virtue  as  did  he, 
He  is  not  gentle  though  he  richd  seem, 
Al*  wear  he  mitre,  crown,  or  diadem.  14 

Vied  may  well  be  heir  to  old  Richdss, 
But  there  may  no  man,  as  men  may  well  see, 
Bequeath  his  heir  his  virtuous  nobless, 
That  is  appropridd  unto  no  degree. 
But  to  the  first  father  in  majesty. 
That  maketh  his  heir  him  that  can  him  queme,' 
Al'  wear  he  mitre,  crown,  or  diadem.  2 1 

*  Wittcs  dress — arrange,  or  prepare,  his  faculties.  *  Deem — pro- 
nounce, assert.  •  Al' —  although.  *  Free — bountiful.  *  Clean  of 
his  ghost— pure  in  spirit.    •  But— unless.     '  Queme — please. 
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HERE  FOLLOWETH  A   BALLAD 

WHICH  CHAUCER  MADE  IN  THE  PRAISE,  OR  RATHER  OISPL^D 
OF  WOMEN  FOR  THEIR  DOUBLENESS. 

This  world  is  full  of  variance 
In  every  thing,  who  taketh  heed, 
That  faith  and  trust,  and  all  Constance, 
Exil^  be,  this  is  no  drede,^ 
And  save  only  in  womanhead, 
I  can  ysee  no  sikemess  ; ' 
But  for  all  that  yet,  as  I  read. 
Beware  alway  of  doubleness. 

Also  that  the  fresh  summer  flowers. 
The  white  and  red,  the  blue  and  green, 
Be  suddenly  with  winter  showers, 
Made  faint  and  fade,  withouten  ween/ 
That  trust  is  none,  as  ye  may  seen. 
In  no  thing,  nor  no  steadfastness, 
Except  in  women,  thus  I  mean  ; 
Yet  aye  beware  of  doubleness. 

The  crooked  nloon  (this  is  no  tale). 
Some  while  isheen  ^  and  bright  of  hue, 
And  after  that  full  dark  and  pale, 
And  every  moneth  changeth  new 
That  who  the  very  soth^  •  knew 
All  thing  is  built  on  brittleness. 
Save  that  women  alway  be  true , 
Yet  aye  beware  of  doubleness. 

The  lusty*  fresh^  summer's  day, 
And  Phoebus  with  his  beam^s  clear, 
Towardds  night  they  draw  away. 
And  no  longer  list  t*  appe^, 

' .  That  in  this  present  life  now  here 

Nothing  abideth  in  his  fairness. 
Save  women  aye  be  found  entere,' 

I  And  devoid  of  all  doubleness. 

The  sea  eke  with  his  stem^  waw^  • 
Each  day  yfloweth  new  again, 
I  And  by  the  concourse  of  his  law^ 

;  j  The  ebbe  floweth  in  certdin ; 

1  *  Drede  — doubt.     *  Sikemess  —  suretv.  steadfastness.     »V 

^i  outen  ween  —  doubtless.     *  Isheen  —  shining.     »  Sothe  -r-  ti 

•  Lusty •  pleasant.    '  Entere— entire,  whole,  sound.    •  Wawi 

waves. 


I 


After  great  drought  there  conielh  rain  ; 
Tliai  farewell  here  all  stablencss. 
Save  that  women  be  whole  and  picin  ;■ 
Yet  aye  beware  of  doublcncss. 

Fortunes  n-hecl  go'th  round  about 
A  thousand  timfs  day  and  night, 
Whose  course  siandelh  ever  in  doubt 
For  to  transmuc'  she  is  so  hght. 
For  which  adverteth  in  your  sight 
Th'  unlrust  of  worldly  fickleness. 
Save  women,  which  of  kindly  right  • 
Ne  hath  no  touch  of  doublcnesa. 

What  man  ymay  the  wind  restrain, 
Or  holden  a  snake  by  the  tail  ? 
Who  may  a  slipper  eel  constrain 


That 
Or  who 
Tomaktf 


will 


Ton 


idwithou 
driven  so  a  nail 
re  newfangleness.' 

gie '  their  sail 


t  their  boat  with  doubleness  ? 


At  every  haven  they  can  arrive 
Whereas  they  wot  is  good  passdge ; 
Of  innocence  they  cannot  strive 
With  wawis.*  nor  no  rockfo  rage ; 
So  happy  is  their  lodcmanage 
With  needle'  and  stone  (heir  course  to  dress.' 
That  Solomon  was  not  so  sage 
To  find  in  them  no  doublcncss  ;  64 

Therefore  whoso  doth  them  accuse 
Of  any  double  intcnlidn. 
To  speakd  rown,  other  to  muse,' 
To  pinch  at '"  their  condition. 
All  IS  but  false  coUusitfn, 
1  dare  right  well  the  soih  express. 
They  have  no  better  protectiiSn, 
But  shroud  them  under  doubleness.  73 

So  well  fortuned  is  their  chance. 
The  dice  to-turncn  up  so  down. 
With  sice  and  cini|uc  thcy  can  advance. 
And  llicn  by  revolution 

y— comptcte.  '  TrBiumue— elunge.  »  Kindlr  riKhi— rwUy 
E.  *  Newfanclenm — nnvrtlf.  luiXMUUocy.  *<jK — guide. 
i — wanes.  'iJjdcnianoge — ttdrrinE.  pIIdIb£f.  *  Dra* — 
*Speake  rown,  other  li>  miue— either  In  vrhliprnng  or 
>*  To  pinch  at— 10  Snd  a  lUw  [n. 
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They  set  a  fell  conclusi6n 
Of  lomb^s,*  as  in  sothfastness. 
Though  clerWs  maken  mentidn 
Their  kind  is  fret  with  doubleness. 


Sampson  yhad  experience 
\  )■  That  women  were  full  true  yfound 

When  D^ila  of  innocence 
With  shear^s  'gan  his  hair  to  round  ; ' 
To  speak  also  of  Rosamond, 
And  Cleopatra's  faithfulness, 
The  stories  plainly  will  confound 
\  Men  that  apeach  *  their  doubleness. 


Single  thing  is  not  yprais^d, 
1  Nor  of  old  is  of  no  renown, 

,■1  '  In  balance  when  they  be  ypesed,* 

J  j,  For  lack  of  weight  they  be  borne  down, 

And  for  this  cause  of  just  reason 
These  women  all  of  rightwisness  * 
Of  choice  and  free  electidn 
Most  love  exchange  and  doubleness. 


L'ENVOYE. 

O  ye  women  !  which  be  incline 
By  influence  of  your  natiire 
To  be  as  pure  as  gold  yfin^, 
And  in  your  truth  for  to  endure, 
Armeth  yourself  in  strong  armure, 
(Lest  men  assail  your  sikemess,)* 
Set  on  your  breast,  yourself  t*  assure, 
A  mighty  shield  of  doubleness. 


;  '  '  Lombes. — The  following  is  the  only  interpretation  of  this  p 

■  that  I  have  been  able  to  meet  with,  and  it  is  from  Urry;  nc 

i  edition  of  Chaucer,  that  I  am  acquainted  nith,  containing  an^ 

'J  cnce  to  the  word  lombts: — "Though  clerks,  or  scholars,  rep 

women  to  be  like  lambs  for  their  truth  and  sincerity,  yet  they 
fraught,  or  filled,  with  doubleness,  or  falsehood."    *  To  roui 
I  '  round  off,  to  cut  round.    '  Apeach — impeach.    *  Ypesed,  F 

m  —weighed.    *  Rightwisness— justice.    •  Sikemess — security. 
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Alone  walking, 
In  thought  plaining, 
And  sore  sighing, 

All  desolate,  4 

Me  remembring 
Of  my  living, 
My  death  wishing 

Both  early  and  late,  8 

Infortunate 
Is  so  my  fate. 
That  wot  ye  what  ? 

Out  of  meastSre  12 

My  life  I  hate. 
Thus  desperate 
In  such  poor  estate 

Do  I  endure.  16 

Of  other  cure  * 
Am  I  not  sure. 
Thus  to  endure 

Is  hard  certiin.  20 

Such  is  my  ure  ' 
I  you  ensure  : 
What  credture 

May  have  more  pain  ?  24 

My  truth  so  plain 
Is  take  in  vain. 
And  great  disdain 

In  remembrance ;  28 

Yet  I  full  fain 
Would  me  complain 
Me  to  abstain 

From  this  penance  :  32 

But  in  substance 
None  allegiance 
Of  my  grievance 

Can  I  not  find  :  36 

Right  so  my  chance 
With  displeasance 
Doth  me  advance  ; 

And  thus  an  end.  40 

'  Cure — care.    •  Ure — use,  custom.     • 


*  Supposed  by  Mr.  Tyrrwhit  to  be  a  specimen  of  the  Virelay. 
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In  Fcverere,  when  that  it  was  full  cold. 
Frost,  snow,  hail,  rain,  hath  dominatitin, 
With  changeable  elements  and  winds  manifold 
Which  hath  of  ground,  flower,  herb,  jurisdictiiJT 
For  to  dispose  after  their  correctidn. 
And  yet  Aprilis  with  his  pleasant  showers 
Dissolveth  the  snow  and  bringelh  forth  his  flow 

Of  whose  invention'  lovers  may  be  glad. 
For  they  bring  in  the  kalends  of  May, 
And  they  with  countenance  demure,  meek,  ant 
Owe  to  worship  the  lusty  (lowers  alway, 
And  in  special  one  call'd  see  of  the  day. 
The  daisy,  a  flower  white  and  red. 
And  in  French  called  La  belle  MargareU. 

O  commendable  (lower,  and  most  in  mind  ! 

0  flower  and  gracidus  of  excellence  \ 
A                                           O  amiable  Margariie !  of  native  kind,' 

To  whom  I  must  resort  with  diligence, 

With  heart,  will,  thought,  most  lowly  obedienci 

1  to  be  your  servant,  ye  my  regent, 
For  life  nor  death  never  for  to  repent 

Of  this  process  now  forth  will  I  proceed. 
Which  happeth  unio  me  with  great  disdain. 
As  for  the  time  thereof  1  take  least  heed, 
For  unto  me  was  brought  the  sor^  pain. 
Therefore  my  cause  was  the  more  to  complain. 
Yet  unto  me  my  grievance  was  the  less 
That  I  was  so  nigh  my  lady*  and  mistress. 

There  where  she  was  present  in  this  saini5  pi 
I  having  in  hearth  great  adversity, 
Except  only  the  fortune  and  good^  grace 
Of  her  whose  I  am,  the  which  relieved  me. 
And  my  great  duress*  untac'd  hath  she. 
And  brought  me  out  of  the  fearful  grievance, 
If 'twere  her  ease  it  were  to  me  pleas^nce. 

As  for  the  woe  which  that  I  did  endure 
It  was  to  me  a  very  pleasant  pain. 
Seeing  il  was  for  that  fair  credture 
Which  is  my  lady  and  my  sovereign, 
In  whose  presence  1  would  be  passing  fain,^ 
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So  that  I  wist*  it  weren  her  pleasdre, 

For  she'  is  from  all  distance  my  protector.  42 

Though  unto  me  dreadful  ywere  the  chance, 
No  manner  of  gentleness  oweth  me'  to  blame. 
For  I  had  lever'  suffer'  of  death  the  penince 
Than  she  should  for  me'  have  dishondur  or  shame, 
Or  in  any  wise  losen  her  good  name ; 
So  wisly*  God  for  his  endless  merc^ 
Grant  every  lover  joy  of  his  lady  !  49 


A  BALLAD 

WHICH  CHAUCER  MADE  AGAINST  WOMEN   UNCONSTANT. 

Madame,  ye  have  for  your  newfangleness* 

Many  a  servant  put  out  of  your  grace  ; 

1  take  my  leave  of  your  unsteadfastness. 

For  well  I  wot  while  ye  to  live  have  space 

Ye  cannot  love  full  half  year  in  a  place  ; 

To  new  thing^s  your  lust  is  ever  keen ; 

Instead  of  blue  thus  may  ye  wear  all  green.*  7 

Right  as  a  mirror  that  nothing  may'  impress. 
But  lightly  as  it  com'th  so  must  it  pass, 
So  far'th  your  love,  your  work^s  bear  witness ; 
There  is  no  faithd  may  your  heart  embrace, 
But  as  a  weathercock,  that  tum'th  his  face 
With  every  wind,  ye  fare,  and  that  is  seen  ; 
Instead  of  blue  thus  may  ye  wear  all  green.  14 

Ye  might  be  shrindd  for  your  brittleness 
Better  than  Dalila,  Creseida,  or  Canddce, 
For  ever  in  changing  stand'th  your  sikemess,' 
That  tachc'  may  no  wight  from  your  heart  arace; 
If  ye  lose  one  ye  can  well  twain  purchase. 
All  light  for  summer,  ye'  wot  well  what  I  mean ; 
Instead  of  blue  thus  may  ye  wear  all  green.  21 

*  Wist — knew.  'Oweth  me— ought  I.  'Lever — more  gladly, 
rather.  *  Wisly  —  surely.  *  Newfanglcncss  —  love  of  novelty. 
*  Blue  and  ercen — blue  is  the  emblem  of  constancy,  and  green  of 
desertion.  '  Sikemess — your  constancy  stands,  or  consists,  in  ever 
changing.  *  That  tache  may  no  wight,  &c.  —that  blot  can  no  one 
pluck  from  your  heart. 
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Of  their  natdre  they  greatly  them  delight, 

With  holy  face  yfeign^d  for  the  nones,* 

In  sanct'ary  their  friend^  to  visfte, 

More  for  reliqu^s  than  for  saintds  bones, 

Though  they  be  closed  under  precious  stones, 

To  get  them  pardon,  like  their  old  usdges. 

To  kiss  no  shrines  but  lusty  quick*  imdges.  7 

When  maidens  are  wedded  and  household  have  take 
All  their  humility*  is  exil'd  away. 
And  the*  cruel  hearts  beginneth  to  awake. 
They  do*  all  the  busy  cure'  they  can  or  may 
To  vex  their  household-masters,  soth  to  say. 
Wherefore,  ye  young  men,  I  red^*  you  forthy 
Beware  alway ;  the  blind  eafth  many  fly.  14 

Of  this  matter  I  dare  make  no  relatidn, 
In  default  of  sleep  my  spirit^  wax  faint. 
In  my  study  I*  have  had  long  habitatidn. 
My  body*  and  ghost  ^  are  grievously  attaint, 
And  therefore  I  make  no  longer  complaint ; 
But  whether  that  the  blind  eat  flesh  or  fish 
I  pray  God  keep  the  fly  out  of  my  dish !  21 

Now*  I  make  end,  and  lay  me  down  to  rest. 
For  I  know  by  experience  verament* 
If  maiden^s  and  wiv^s  knew  and  wist 
Who  made  the  matter,  he  should  soon  be  shent,* 
Wherefore  I  pray  that  God  omnipotent 
Him  save  and  keepen  both^  night  and  day. — 
Written  in  the  lusty  seasdn  of  May.  28 


CHAUCER'S  WORDS  UNTO  HIS  OWN  SCR/VENER." 

Adam  Scrivener,  if  ever  it  thee  befall 

Boece  or  Troilus  for  to  writ^  new. 

Under  thy  long  lockds  may*st  thou  have  the  scall, 

*  For  the  nones — for  the  occasion.     *  Quick — live.     '  Cure — care, 

*  Rede  you  forthy — I  in  consequence  advise  you.     *  Ghost — spirit. 

•  Verament — truly.     '  Shent — ruined. 

*  This  denunciation  on  the  part  of  our  poet,  is  a  testimony  of  the 
incorrectness  of  the  scriveners  and  copyists,  and  at  once  accounts 
for  the  inniunerable  variations  that  occur  in  all  the  MSS.  This  was 
my  only  reason  for  dignifying  it  with  a  place  among  the  "  Riches  " 
of  his  brain. 


Flv  from  the  press*  and  dwell  with  sothrastnrss;' 

Suffice  unto  thy  good'  though  it  be  small ; 

For  hoard  hath  hate,  and  chmbing  ticklencss. 

Press*  hath  tnvy,  and  weal  is  btcnt'  o'er  all; 

Savour*  no  more  than  thee  bchovcn  shall; 

Rede'  weU  thyself,  that  otherfolk  can'st  rcdc, 

And  truth  thee  shall  deliver  't  is  no  drede.'"  7 

Pain  thee  not  each  crooked  lo  redress 
In  trust  of  her  that  lumcth  as  a  ball ; 
Great  rest  siandeth  in  little  business  ; 
Beware  also  to  spurn  against  a  nalle  ; " 
Slrivt.'  not  as  doth  a  crockf  with  a  wall ; 
Deemeth"  thyself  tliat  deemest  other^s  deed, 
And  truth  thee  shall  deliver  "t  is  no  drede.  14 

That'*  thee  is  sent  receive  in  buxomness ; " 
The  wrestling  of  this  world  asketh  a  fall ; 
Here  is  no  home,  here  is  but  wilderness ; 
Forth  pilgrim,  forth  O  bc.ist  out  of  thy  stall; 
Look  up  on  high,  and  thank  thy  God  of  all ; 
Waiveth  thy  lust  and  let  thy  ghost"  thee  lead. 
And  truth  Ihcc  shall  deliver  'i  is  no  drede,  it 

'  Bui — unlrsi.  •  Rnpo— haslv.  •  Prcii — crowd.  '  Solhtuslnesi — 
iniih.  '  SuAicc  unto  ihy  good — Ik  lalisRcd  with  thy  wtolih. 
*  t'res»*-si riving.  '  Wsal  is  blent— prosperily  hu  WMsed,  •  Suvoitr 
—taar.  •  Kpdc— counjel.  '•  No  dPtdc—wilhoul  doubt.  "Nalle— 
nail.  "  Croike— enrthcn  ^Hteher.  "  Decmrih— Jinljp!.  "Tlut — that 
(which).    ■' Buiomnr'»--civili(y,  otJcdlcniT.    ■"  Glum— ^iriL 
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Chaucer's  Tales,  adapted  for  the  Young,  by 

C.  Cowden  Clarke. 

TALES     from    CHAUCER,   in    Prose.    With    a 

Memorial  of  the  Poet.  Designed  chiefly  for  the  Use  of  Young  Persons.  By 
Chaki.fs  Cowdkn  Clakkp,  Author  of  the  *  Riches  of  Chaucer/  '  Shakespeare 
Characters,'  &c.  New  and  revi.sed  Edition,  with  fine  Steel  Portrait  and  Twelve 
full-page  engravings  by  Harvbv.     Fcp.  8vo.  doth  elegant,  gilt  edges  price  5^. 

•••  //  i'  kop*d  that  these  Tales  xvill  he  found  worthy  0/ occupying^  im  the  libraries 
t^the  Young,  a  ^sition  side  by  side  with  Charlks  aW  Marv  Lamb's  rm^wiir^i/ 
fales/rom  Shakespeare,  qf  which  worh  the  following  it  the  best  edition. 

Lamb's  Tales  from  Shakespeare. 
TALES  from  SHAKESPEARE.     Designed  for  the 

l.'sc  of  Young  Persons.  By  Charles  and  Mary  Lamb,  isth  Edition,  with 
Steel  Portrait  and  Twenty  beautiful  full-page  engravings,  by  Harvby.  Fcp. 
8vo.  extra  cloth  gilt,  price  y.  td. ;  gilt  edges,  41. 

•»*  Th^se  Tales  art  meant  to  he  submitted  to  the  young  reader  at  an  introduction 
to  the  study  of  Shakespeare,  for  which  purpose  his  words  are  used  whenezrer  it 
seemed pouibU  to  bring  them  in. 

Elegant  Birthday  Present. 
'MANY  HAPPY  RETURNS  of  the   DAY!'    A 

Birthday  Book  for  Boys  and  (>irls.  By  Charlks  and  Mary  Cowden  Clarke, 
Authors  of  the  '  Concordance  to  Shakspeare,'  <^c.  Profusely  illustrated  by  the 
Brothers  Dalziel  and  others.  Post  8vo.  with  iUuminated  cloth  binding,  gilt 
edges,  (a. 

'Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarke  have  here  invited  all  our  "big  little  people"  to  a  grand 
conversazione.  Who  will  not  desire  to  partake  of  the  eixjoymenl  offered  by  such 
hosts  ? ' — A  therueum. 

*  A  very  charming  book.  ....  We  can  strongly  and  conscientiously  recommend 
it  to  those  parents  and  friends  who,*in  making  a  present,  cimnult  not  only  the  gratifi- 
cation, but  also  the  benefit  of  the  recipients,  who  will,  we  feel  a.ssured,  at  any  season, 
on  receiving  it,  mentally  wish  them^lves  "Many  Happy  Returns  c^  the  iJayl*"— 
Literary  Caxette. 

*  An  unobjectionable  child's  book  is  the  rarest  of  all  boolcs.  ^  "  Many  Happy  Returns 
of  the  D^y  t "  Ls  not  only  this  hut  may  rely,  without  shrinking,  upon  its  positive 
excellences  for  a  lun>;  and  deserved  poi>ulariiy.' — llr'estminster  Keview. 
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POPULAR    WORKS 


'  Illustrated  Gift-Books  for  the  Youn 

*  TAt  Lawgiver  of  tfu  PlaygrimuL* 

THE  BOY'S  OWN  BOOK:  a  Complete  E 

paedia  of  Sports  and  Pastimes,  Athletic,  Sdentific,  and  Recreative.  ^ 
rreatly  enlarged  Edition,  including  Illustrated  Articles  on  the  ^ 
the  American  Game,  Base  Ball ;  and  the  Canadian  Game,  La  Ot 
more  than  600  Illustrations  (many  of  them  quite  newX  10  Vignette  Til 
in  Gold,  and  over  700  pages.  Handsomely  bound  in  cloth,  Sf .  6^  ;  01 
morocco,  gilt  edges,  lax. 

'  Not  one  amongst  its  rivals — not  half-a-dozen  of  them  rolled  into  one— 
our  old  favourite.     It  is  still  peeriess  I    More  truly  than  ever  the  lawg 
\\  playground.' — Sun, 

\  ^  THE  BOY'S  HOME  BOOK  of  SPORTS.  Qt 

.      j  EXERCISES  and  PURSUITS.    By  Writers  of  'The  Boys  Owx  \ 

'  t    I  Beautifully  printed  on  toned  paper,  with  Two  Hundred  Engravings,  ax 

I  Frontispiece  and  Title.     Qoth  elegant,  gilt  edges,  zs.  6m/. 

I*  '[  V  Th£  chrapett  Boys  Book  exfer  ^mNisAftL 

'It  is  a  charming  little  volume,  especially  suited  for  holiday  times, 
information  healthy  to  mind  and  body.  — Civtt  Service  Gazette. 


MERRY  TALES  for  LITTLE  FOLK.     Edi 

Madame  db  Chatblain.     Illustrated  with  more  than  Two  Hundre 
^\  Containing  The  House  that  Tack  Built— Little  Bo- Peep— Mother  G 

Robin — Nlother  Hubbard — Henny  Penny — ^The  Three  Bears— Tack 
Killer— Jack  and  the  Bean  Stalk — Robin  Hood— Tom  Thumb— Puss 
little  Red  Riding-Hood— Goody  Two  Shoe^— Beauty  and  the  Beast— C 
and  twenty-four  other  old  favourites.     Qoth  gilt,  pnce  3*.  6d.  ;  gilt  ei 

'  A  comfortable, 
in  every  nursery 


s.  pretty  and  charmingly  illustrated  volume,  which  ought  t 
by  Act  of  Parliament.' — Aunt  ymd/s  Magazitu. 


»  By  the  Author  of  'A  Trap  to  Catch  a  Sunl 

I. 

*  /h  telling  a  simple  stoty^  and  in  the  management  ^  dietlognet  tJkt 
excelled  by  jew  writer*  0/  the  pre^^ent  <A»x.*— Litbrary  Gazbttk. 

SUNBEAM  STORIES.   First  Series.    lilt 

by  Absolon  and  Anelay.  Contents : — ^A  Trap  to  Catch  a  Sunbeam— O 
the  Sequel  to  Old  JollifTe— The  Star  in  the  Desert— 'Only '-'  A  M( 
mas.'    Fcp.  y.  6d.  cloth  elegant. 

SUNBEAM  STORIES.    Second  Series. 

trated  by  Absolon  and  Anelay.  Contents : — The  Ooud  with  the  Silvi 
ix>ming  Home — ^Amy's  Kitchen — ^The  House  on  the  Rock.     Fcp.  3* .  < 

*«*  The  Tales  comprised  in  the  above  volumes  are  also  soU  separmtei 
I  wrapper,  price  6d.  each. 


SUNBEAM   STORIES.     Third  Series. 

trated  by  James  Godwin,  &c     Contents :— The  Dream  Chinti— Sib 
or,  Cross  Purposes.     Fcp.  price  3^.  6d.  cloth  elegant. 

SUNBEAM  STORIES.    Fourth  Series. 

trated   by   R.   Newcombe.      Contents :— *  Minnie's    l.ove,*  and  a 
'  Married  and  Settled.'    Fcp.  price  3*.  6d.  cloth  elegant. 
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